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PREFACE. 


TH  E  backwardnefs,  with  refpeX  to  publication* 
which  the  heavy  bufinefs  of  the  late  extenfwe 
war,  and  its  fucceeding  confequences,  occafioned,  ex- 
cited  us  to  make  a  vigorous,  and,  as  we  hoped,  decihve 
effort,  for  the  recovery  of  our  former  fituation  in  point 
of  time.  This  was  no  lefs  than  to  throw  the  whole  bu- 
finefs  of  two  fucceeding  years  into  one  volume  ;  paying 
little  regard  to  our  own  trouble,  when  put  in  competition 
with  our  engagements  to  the  Public,  the  fpirit  of  the 
undertaking,  and  the  utility  of  the  performance. 


This  experiment  (for  it  was  no  more,  and  is  not  to  be 
repeated)  has  by  no  means  anfwered  our  expeXation  with 
refpeX  to  the  faving  or  gaining  of  time.  We  have  found 
the  double  work  exceedingly  heavy  and  the  bufinefs  in 
its  amount  went  far  beyond  our  calculation.  The  cri¬ 
tical  circumftances,  the  extraordinary  claims,  and  the 
alarming  change  in  connexions  and  policy,  which  ap¬ 
peared,  within  that  period,  to  be  taking  place  in  Europe, 
prefented  an  afpeX  not  a  little  ominous  to  its  repole ; 
and  necelfarily  rendered  our  foreign  hiftory  an  objeX  of 
much  care,  confideration,  enquiry,  and  refearch.  And 
'however  important  foreign  affairs  were,  our  domeflic 
concerns  were  not  lefs  fo  5  and  were  ftill  more  interefting 
to  Englilhmen. 


'  ..  j  .  . 

Within  the  period  of  which  we  treat,  one  parliament 
had  been  fuddenly  diffolved,  a  new  one  fpeedily  called, 

and 


PREFACE. 


and  we  had  the  hiftory  of  three  feffions,  filled  with  the 
moil  interedtng  matter,  to  recount*  In  that  time,  be- 
Tides  the  change  of  one  admiriiftration,  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  another  (meaiiires  which  in  both  cafes  were  at¬ 
tended  with  new  and  extraordinary  circum dances)  an 
unexpe<5ted  and  fignal  revolution  took  place  in  the  date 
of  parties,  interefts,  and  public  opinions,  throughout  the 
kingdom.  In  this  courfe  of  things,  fome  new,  and 
many  great  conditutional  quedions  were  agitated. 

The  complex  and  intricate  date  of  Ead  India  affairs, 
and  the  long  courfe  of  enquiry  which  they  produced, 
were  not  the  lead  difficult  or  arduous  parts  of  our  talk. 
In  treating  this  fubjeft,  we  were  pledged,  and  indeed 
neceffarily  bound,  to  take  a  retrofpebtive  view  of  the 
proceedings  in  parliament  relative  to  the  Company,  from 
the  time  that  the  Secret  and  the  Seledt  Indian  Commit¬ 
tees  were  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the 
year  178 T,  to  the  period  which  comes  properly  within 
the  line  of  our  narrative. 

Whatever  other  effeft  our  new  experiment  may  pro¬ 
duce,  it  will  at  lead  afford  a  proof  of  our  difintereded- 
nefs,  and  a  tedimony  of  the  high  lenfe  which  we  enter¬ 
tain  of  our  obligations  to  the  Public  :  Our  Fubliffier 
having  liberally  facrificed  his  own  emolument  in  giving 
the  double  volume  without  any  additional  expence,  and 
we  having,  no  lefs  chearfully,  bedewed  our  labour  and 
time  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Retrofpediive  'view  of  the  general  affairs  of  Europe  from  the  year  1780. 
Emperor.  Great  Jchemes  of  reform  and  regulation .  Some  general  cbfer - 
f vations  on  the?n.  Decree  for  extending  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  Decree 
in  favour  of  the  Jews.  Ordinances  friking  at  the  authority  of  the  court 
of  Rome.  Ofenfble  caufes ,  and  political  motives ,  for  the  Emperor' s 
journey  to  the  Low  Couiztries  in  the  year  1781.  Ill  confeqiiences  of  the 
■war  in  which  Holland  was  engaged,  and  of  the  new  political  fyfient 
adopted  by  that  Republic.  Refumption  of  the  Dutch  Barrier  a?nong  the 
principal  objects  of  the  Emperor' s  journey .  Qbfirvations  on  that  meafure. 
Barrier  refgned ,  and  the  fortreffes  difmantled.  Alarm  occafoned  thereby 
in  Holland.  Great  benefits  derived  by  the  Auftrian  Netherlands ,  from 
becoming  the  medium  of  Britijh  Commerce ,  in  confluence  of  the  war 
between  the  maritime  powers.  Sudden  rife  of  Ofiend  to  comjnercial  im¬ 
portance  through  the  fame  canfe.  Great  favours  conferred  by  the  Emperor 
upon  the  city  and  people  of  Ofiend.  Declares  the  port  free  ;  orders  a  bafin 
to  be  confirudted ;  grants  ground  for  building  to  foreign  fiettlers  ;  and  places 
of  public  vsorfihip  to  the  Protefiants.  Emperor  examines  the  obfirudlions  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Schelde ,  a.nd  vifits  Holland.  Returns  to  Vienna * 
V arious  wife  and  humane  regulations  adopted  in  the  courfi  of  the  years  1781 
and  1782,  Enlargement  of  religious  liberty  to  the  Protefiants — of  civil 
liberty  to  the  peafants  of  Bohetnia ,  Moravia,  Silefia,  and  Auftrian  Po¬ 
land,  who  are  difeharged  from  their  ancient  fiavery  to  the  lords.  Free 
exercife  of  their  religion,  with  other  advantages ,  granted  by  the  Eledior  of 
Saxony  to  the  Rosnan  Catholics  in  his  dominions.  Inquifetion  abolifhed  by 
the  Grand  Duke  of  V if  cany ,  Univerfities  reformed  by  the  Emperor . 

Vol.  XXVI I.  [A]  "  —Alton 
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—Allots  fchools  for  the  education  of  foldiers  children .  Meafures  for  ren~- 
dering  the  city  of  T riefle  a  great  commercial  Emporium .  Emperor  lends 
four  millions  of  florins  to  the  merchants  of  that  city .  SuppreJJion  of 
religious  houfes  in  the  Auflrian  Dominions .  Ecclefiaflics  in  the  Auflrian 
Netherlands  difcharged  from  all  foreign  jurifdiftion.  Imperial  refcript , 
difclaiming  all  fub  or  din  at  ion,  in  fecular  affairs,  to  the  Holy  See.  Sup¬ 
preJJion  of  religious  houfes  in  the  Duchy  of  Milan.  Alarm  at  Rome.  Cor- 
refpondence  between  the  Pope  and  the  Emperor .  Journey  of  the  Sovereign 
Pontiff,  Pius  the  Sixth,  from  Rome  to  Vienna.  Received  with  great  ho¬ 
nours  by  the  Emperor  and  Court ;  but  fails  in  the  objects  of  his  journey . 
Returns  to  Rome.  Reform  of  the  religious  orders  continued  ;  and  extended 
to  the  Hierarchy ,  and  fecidar  Clergy,  as  well  as  to  the  Regulars.  Co?n - 
miffon  for  adminiflring  the  fejuejlered  eflates  ;  the  produce  defined  to 
public  purpofes.  Qbjervations  and  flriftures  of  foreigners  on  feme  of  thefe 


tranfattions . 

WHILE  the  four  great  mari¬ 
time  powers  of  Europe  were 
exhaufting  their  flrength  and  facri- 
iicing  their  fubj  eds  in  that  war,  to 
which  the  revolt  of  the  Britifh  colo¬ 
nies  in  America  gave  rife,  and  which 
in  its  progrefs  fpread  fuch  defolation 
through  both  the  Old  and  the  New 
World,  the  emperor  of  Germany 
was  more  happily  employed,  in  cul¬ 
tivating  the  arts  of  peace,  in  the 
improvement  of  his  widely-extended 
dominions,  and  in  eftabli  filing  upon 
fure  and  permanent  foundations 
the  power,  and  confequently  the 
fecurity,  of  his  empire. 

In  the  laudable  purfuit  of  thefe 
objeds,  he  was  not  contented  with 
adhering  to  the  beaten  track  marked 
out  by  others,  or  of  waiting  the 
diftant  effed  of  flow  and  progreffive 
fchemes  of  improvement.  The 
fertile  and  adive  mind  of  this 
prince,  embracing  at  once  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  objeds,  would  carry  eve- 
,  ry  thing  diredly  to  that  ultimate 
point  of  perfedion  which  it  held 
conflantly  in  view  ;  as  if,  ruminat¬ 
ing  on  the  Ihortnefs  of  human  life, 
he  had  determined  to  eilablifh  his 
deflgns  fo  fpeedily,  as  not  only,  if 


he  fhould  himfeif  be  cut  off,  to 
place  them  out  of  the  reach  of  fu¬ 
ture  contingencies,  but  to  obtain 
a  probability,  if  he  lived,  of  parti¬ 
cipating  in  the  benefits  he  intended 
for  his  country.  He  was  accord¬ 
ingly  inceflantly  occupied  in  fram¬ 
ing,  adopting,  examining,  or  car¬ 
rying  into  execution,  numberlefs 
projeds  of  regulation  and  improve¬ 
ment,  oflefsor  greater  importance, 
but  including  fome  of  fuch  magni¬ 
tude,  as  went  to  the  effential  re¬ 
form  of  the  firfl  departments  of  the 
ftate  and  government,  whether  ec- 
cleflaftical,  civil,  or  military.  This 
talk,  fufficiently  arduous  in  itfelf, 
was  rendered  ftili  more  difficult  by 
the  nature  of  his  dominions,  com- 
pofed  as  they  are  of  feparate  king¬ 
doms,  and  a  number  of  diftind 
provinces,  obtained  by  different 
means,  and  at  different  periods, 
fubjed  to  their  own  peculiar  forms 
of  government,  and  ftili  retaining 
many  of  their  original  rights  and 
inflitutions. 

It  would  have  been  contrary  to  all 
experience,  and  confequently  to  hu¬ 
man  nature  itfelf,  (of  which  expe¬ 
rience  is  our  only  evidence)  if  fuch, 

and 
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and  To  many  fchemes  of  reform, 
militating  with  popular  opinions, 
national  practices,  and  tending  di¬ 
rectly  to  overthrow  eftablilhments 
now  venerable  by  their  antiquity, 
and  which  had  been  confidered  as 
facred  in  their  inditution,  could 
have  been  carried  into  effect,  with¬ 
out  at  leaft  exciting  much  diffatis- 
fattion  and  complaint,  and  without 
winging  the  fhafts  of  cenfure,  and 
giving  energy  to  them,  if  not  to 
more  dangerous  weapons.  All  thefe 
effects,  except  the  lad,  the  purfuit 
of  thefe  meafures  indeed  produced  : 
nor  were  the  terrors  of  punilhment, 
the  dangers  of  which  were  multipli¬ 
ed  by  the  great  rewards  held  out  for 
the  difcovery  of  offenders,  fufficient 
to  prevent  the  bittered  libels  upon 
the  emperor  from  being  circulated 
even  in  his  capital.  But  the  mif- 
chief  went  no  farther ;  and  this 
prince  proceeded  in  the  edablifh- 
inent  of  his  new  regulations,  with 
unexampled  facility  and  fuccefs. 

Nor  indeed  was  obfervation  con¬ 
fined  to  the  hardier  part  of  criti- 
cifm.  Foreigners,  being  under  no 
redraint,  have  been  equally  free 
in  both  refpetts  ;  but  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  religious  and  political 
prejudices  have  had  fome  lhare  in 
dictating  both  their  praifes  and  their 
drittures  :  for  who,  in  the  great 
European  republic,  can  be  totally 
unconcerned  in  thefe  fubjetts  ? 

It  has  been  urged,  on  one  fide, 
that  the  fpirit  of  reform  is  too  vio¬ 
lent  in  this  prince :  and  that, 
though  in  fome  indances  it  might 
have  been  directed  to  proper  objects, 
yet,  that  in  general  it  feemed  ra¬ 
ther  to  degenerate  into  a  padion  for 
innovation,  than  to  be  the  cool  refult 
of  a  comprehenfive  knowledge  and 
due  confideration  of  things,  guided 
by  prudent  and  practicable  views 
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of  improvement.  They  faid,  that 
he  fet  out  too  rapidly  to  be  able  to 
maintain  his  career.  That  his 
hafcy,  indigeded  fchemes,  involved 
in  their  formation  the  principles  of 
diifolution  ;  that  they  militated 
with  each  other ;  were  in  many 
refpetts  contrary  to  natural  judice, 
and  highly  opprefiive  ;  that  fome 
of  them  warred  fo  direttly  againft 
the  opinions  and  feelings  of  man¬ 
kind,  that  they  were  already  of 
necedity  abandoned.  Nor  did  even 
the  meafures  which  he  purfued  in  the 
regulation  and  conduct  of  his  vad 
armies,  and  on  which  he  was  fup- 
pofed  particularly  to  red  his  fame, 
efcape  the  cenfure  of  military  cri¬ 
tics,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  remember¬ 
ed,  that  the  Herculean  talk  of  re¬ 
formation  requires  very  peculiar 
properties  and  qualities.  That  the 
degrees  of  fervour,  zeal,  and  fer¬ 
tility  of  defign,  edentially  neceffa- 
ry  to  conditute  a  reformer,  fre¬ 
quently  lead  him  to  overlhoot  his 
objefts ;  but  that  without  thefe,  and 
other  correfponding  difpofitions  and 
propendties,  he  feldom  or  ever 
could  reach  them.  That  nearly  all 
fuccefsful  reformers  have  accord¬ 
ingly  erred  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  fallen  into  a  fimilar  excefs. 
And,  with  refpeCt  to  military  affairs, 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  it  is  of  the 
very  nature  of  difcipline,  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  tenacious  adherence  to  forms, 
and  of  ccurfe  an  animofity  to  inno¬ 
vation.  To  which  it  may  be  added, 
that  the  diffatisfaClions  inevitable  in 
all  armies,  and  more  particularly 
in  fuch  vad  hods,  from  the  great 
variety  of  tempers  and  characters 
they  include,  mud  throw  many 
impediments  in  the  way  of  refor¬ 
mation. 

Upon  the  whole  it  may  be  fuf- 
[A]  2  *  petted. 
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peeled,  that  the  too  hafty  adoption 
of  his  projects,  the  multiplicity  of 
them,  and  the  endeavour  to  carry 
them  at  once  into  execution,  were 
among  the  principal  errors  of  this 
prince.  But  it  mud:  at  the  fame 
time  be  acknowledged,  even  fup- 
poling  the  juftnefs  of  thefe  and  other 
objections  admitted,  that  the  empe¬ 
ror  has,  within  the  fmall  number 
of  years  that  have  elapfed  fince  he 
arrived  at  undivided  power  by  the 
death  of  his  mother,  made  wonder¬ 
ful  advances  towards  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  various  parts  of  his  domi¬ 
nions  ;  that  he  has  done  great  and 
praife-worthy  things  for  the  benefit, 
fecurity,  and  happinefs  of  his  fub- 
jeCts  in  general,  as  weH  as  of  par¬ 
ticular  dalles  and  orders ;  and  that 
he  has  made  great  and  elfential  re¬ 
forms  imfeveral  departments  of  the 
date  and  government,  however  the 
utility  of  fome  of  his  regulations 
may  yet  be  thought  qudliona- 
ble. 

A  liberal  difpofition  with  refpeCt 
to  religious  toleration  was  early 
to  be  expeCled,  from  the  character 
and  general  conduCt  of  this  prince  ; 
and  little  doubt  was  accordingly  en¬ 
tertained  but  that  it  would  be  free¬ 
ly  difplayed,  whenever  the  power 
was  lodged  folely  in  his  own  hands. 
Other  parts  of  his  difpofition  and 
policy,  particularly  with  refpeCt  to 
eccleliailical  matters,  continued  yet 
unknown  and  unfufpeCted,  even  for 
fome  time  after  the  demife  of  the 
emprefs  queen.  But  the  years  1781 
and  17SZ  removed  the  veil  that 
covered  his  defigns  in  this  refpeCt ; 
and  it  fcon  became  apparent,  that 
the  reducing  the  exorbitant  power  of 
the  clergy  within  his  own  domi¬ 
nions  ;  the  fevering  and  emancipat¬ 
ing  them  from  all  dependence  on 
'the  court  of  .Rome  5  with  the  fup- 


prefiion  of  the  religious  orders,  and 
the  appropriation  of  their  property, 
were  among  the  great  and  deter¬ 
mined  objeCts  of  the  emperor’s 
policy. 

A  liberal  extenfion  to  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs,  which  had  hitherto 
been  much  circumscribed  in  the 
Auftrian  dominions,  leemed  in  fome 
degree  an  opening  to  fucceeding 
events*  and  might  be  confidered  as 
throwing  fome  light  upon  views 
which  were  not  otherwife  revealed. 
The  order  or  decree  for  this  purpofe 
was  all  written  by  the  emperor’s 
own  hand,  and  was  publiihed  early 
in  the  year  1781.  By  one  of  the 
articles  he  allowed  a  free  circula¬ 
tion,  without  examination  or  li¬ 
cence,  to  all  thole  literary  reviews 
of  various  publications,  with  which 
Germany,  from  the  number  of  its 
Hates,  of  its  public  fchools  and 
univerfities,  and  the  ereat  differ- 
ences  with  refpeCt  to  religious  and 
political  principles  or  opinions, 
more  particularly  abounds  than  any 
other  country.  Even  the  fubjeCt  of 
ecclefiafticai  hillory  is  left  open  by 
this  article.  By  another,  he  per-* 
mits  that  all  HriClures  upon  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  throne  itfeif  might  be 
publifned  with  full  fecurity  ;  pro¬ 
viding  only,  that  they  do  not  de- 
fcend  to  the  character  of  pafquinades 
or  abfolute  libels.  Upon  this  fub¬ 
jeCt  he  expreffes  himfelf  with  a 
noble  magnanimity — If  there  be 
£<r  any  thing  juft  in  them,  (he 
“  fays) i we  fhall  profit  by  them; 
**  if  not,  we  Hi  all  difregard  them.’’ 
—He  likewife  permits  the  free  pub¬ 
lication  of  all  political  news-papers 
and  pamphlets  without  exception  ; 
and  the  difcuffion  even  of  religious 
fubjeCts  is  admitted,  with  only  this 
reservation,  that  fuch  writings 
ihpuld  not  attack,  in  any  of  their 

funda- 
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fundamental  principles,  the  three 
eftab'iih/  d  religions  of  the  empire, 
being  the  Roman  Catholic,  the 
Luther  m,  and  the  Calvinid. 

Tnoa  n  this  lad  claufe,  which 
went  to  the  protection  of  the  two 
reformed  religions  as  well  as  the 
catholic,  might  ieem  virtually  to 
include  a  toleration  to  the  protef- 
tants  within  the  emperor’s  own 
particular  dominions,  yet  the  de¬ 
cree  for  that  purpofe  .did  not  ap¬ 
pear  until  about  the  clofe  of  the 
year. 

The  Jevvifh  nation  or  people, 
who  through  a  long  courfe  of  cen¬ 
turies  had  fo  often  neen  doomed 
to  lament  the  caprices  or  rapacity 
of  monarchs,  and  to  become  vic¬ 
tims  to  the  revolutions  of  dates, 
were  now  among  the  firffc  to  expe¬ 
rience  the  benefit  of  living  under 
a  government,  where  the  prince 
has  fufficient  comprehenfion  to  dif- 
cover  that  his  own  intereds  are, 
in  a  lefs  or  greater  degree,  infe- 
parably  connedted  with  the  fecu- 
rity  and  profperity  of  every  clafs 
and  order  of  his  fubjedts.  Among 
other  immunities  and  privileges 
now  granted  by  the  emperor  to 
that  people,  they  were  particularly 
admitted  to  the  right  of  exercifing 
all  kinds  of  arts  and  trades,  of 
applying  themfelves  to  agriculture, 
and  to  the  invaluable  privilege  of 
freely  purfuing  their  ftudies  in  the 
universities,  without  any  impedi¬ 
ment  whatever  on  the  fcore  of  re¬ 
ligion  :  fo  that,  upon  the  whole, 
they  feem  now  to  pofiefs  in  ge¬ 
neral  the  fame  advantages  with  other 
citizens. 

This  decree  in  favour  of  the 
Jews,  was  foon  followed  by  two 
unexpected  ordinances,  which  link¬ 
ing  diredtly  at  the  power  and  au¬ 
thority  of  the  court  of  Rome,  af- 
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forded  a  mod  alarming  prefage  of 
what  it  had  farther  to  apprehend. 
By  the  drd  of  vthefe,  all  the  reli¬ 
gious  orders  within  the  royal  and 
imperial  dominions,  (but  confined, 
we  apprehend,  to  Germany  and 
Hungary)  were  dridtly  prohibited 
from  holding  any  correfpondence, 
on  lpiritual  or  temporal  fubjedts, 
with  their  refpedtive  chiefs,  while 
thefe  were  refident  in  any  foreign, 
parts ;  and  farther  preferibing, 
that  under  fuch  circumdances,  they 
fliould  be  governed  entirely  by 
their  provincial  fuperiors  :  who 
were,  however,  to  be  at  all  times 
fubjedt  to  the  controul  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  epifcopal  power  in  the 
refpedtive  diocefes,  and  even  to 
the  temporal  governors  of  pro¬ 
vinces.  By  the  other  ordinance  it 
was  enadted,  that  no  bull,  brief, 
or  other  indrument,  iffued  by  the 
apodolic  fee,  fnould  be  received, 
or  have  any  efiedt  whatever  within 
the  imperial  dominions,  until  it  was 
rendered  valid  by  the  fandtion  of  the 
fovereign. 

Thefe  decrees  were  Blued  at  Vi¬ 
enna,  in  the  latter  end  of  March, 
1781  ;  and  it  may  be  eafily  feen, 
that  the  court  of  Rome  could  fcarce- 
ly  have  received  a  greater  Block. 
For  the  refidenpe  of  the  generals 
pr  chiefs  of  the  principal  religious 
orders  at  Rome,  was  the  link, 
which  immediately  united  their 
refpedtive  communities,  however 
widely  difperfed,  to  the  papal 
chair,  and  which  afforded  the 
means  of  maintaining  a  fubordi- 
nation  and  difeipline  unexampled 
in  its  nature  and  extent ;  while 
that  edict,  by  cutting  off  the  in- 
tercourfe,  mud,  in  its  effedt,  if 
not  entirely  diifolve  the  connection, 
at  lead  render  it  ufelefs  with  refpedt 
to  its  dedined  purpofes, 

\^A]  3.  Other 
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Other  great  political  objedls,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  long  journey,  in 
confequence  of  them,  which  the 
emperor  was  then  upon  the  point 
of  undertaking,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  which  he  viftted  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  Holland,  and  France,  ferved 
to  draw  off  his  farther  immediate 
attention  to  eccleiiaftical  affairs, 
and  afforded  time  for  the  court  of 
Rome  to  recover  from  its  firft  afto- 
nifhment ;  and  to  deliberate  upon 
and  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  might 
poffibly  mitigate  the  effects  of  the 
late  unexpected  blow,  or  at  leaft 
ward  off  fuch  evils  as  were  farther 
to  be  apprehended. 

He  had  fufficient  ©flenfible  mo¬ 
tives,  if  any  fuch  were  wanting, 
for  undertaking  this  journey.  He 
had  to  take  perfonal  poffeffion  of 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands ;  to  be 
inftalled  in  his  dukedom  of  Bra¬ 
bant  ;  to  regulate  the  public  affairs 
at  Bruffels,  preparatory  to  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  his  lifter  the  arch-duchefs, 
and  her  hufband,  the  duke  Albert, 
of  Saxe-Tefchen,  on  whom  the 
government  of  thefe  provinces  was 
bellowed  on  the  death  of  prince 
Charles,  of  Lorrain,  and  who  were 
now  far  advanced  in  their  way  thi¬ 
ther  ;  to  all  which  may  be  added, 
the  natural  delire  of  wifhing  to  fee 
his  new  fubje&s,  and  being  feen 
by  them ;  beftdes  the  oppportu- 
nity  which  this  tour  would  prefent, 
of  vifiting  his  lifter  the  queen  of 
France,  and  of  feeing  parts  of  that 
country  on  his  return,  which  he  had 
not  hitherto  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving. 

But  there  were  other  matters,  of 
much  greater  political  moment, 
which  operated  upon  this  prince  in 
undertaking  the  journey.  The 
ruinous  and  unfortunate  war,  into 
which  the  prevalence  of  the  French 


and  republican  faction  in  Holland 
had  precipitated  that  country  with 
its  old  and  natural  ally,  among  its 
other  irreparable  ill  confequences, 
was  the  means  of  unveiling  the  na- 
kednefs  of  the  republic,  and,  to  the 
aftonilhment  of  all  Europe,  pre- 
fented  fuch  a  view  of  diforder  and 
imbecility  in  the  government,  and 
of  radical  weaknefs  in  the  ftate,  as 
had  not  before  been  fufpe&ed,  even 
by  its  neareft  and  keeneft-eyed 
neighbours.  The  imprelftons  made 
by  this  difeovery  were  continually 
increafmg,  as  almoft  every  day  of 
the  war  was  marked  with  fome 
new  circumftance  of  misfortune  or 
difgrace.  While  they  were  thus 
expofed  to  danger  from  without,  the 
ftate  and  the  public  were  convulfed 
and  torn  to  pieces  by  inteftine  dif- 
fenfions,  the  feeds  of  which  were 
fo  numerous,  and  fo  deeply  laid,  as 
fcarcely  admitted  the  hope  of  any 
effective  remedy.  The  differences 
between  the  prince  ftadtholder  and 
the  ftates  were  multiplying  fo  fall, 
and  increafmg  fo  much  in  degree 
and  virulence,  as  to  indicate  a  fpeedy 
and  mod  alarming  crifis ;  while  the 
violence  and  animofity  of  the  French 
and  Orange  factions,  which  includ¬ 
ed  between  them  the  whole  body  of 
the  people,  and  all  the  departments 
of  government,  whether  civil  or  mi¬ 
litary,  by  fea  or  by  land,  feerned 
deftined  to  harrow  and  tear  up  the 
very  foundations  of  the  republic. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  feerned  clear  to 
all  obfervers,  that  the  reftoration  of 
the  republic,  in  any  degree,  to  its 
former  power  and  fplendor,  was  a 
circumftance  which  would  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  moment’s  fpeculation  ;  and 
that  fome  confiderable  revolution 
was  neceffary,  to  preferve  the  union 
of  its  parts. 

It  could  not  be  expected,  upon 
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any  foundation  of  political  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience,  that  the  un¬ 
expected  difclofure  of  fuch  a  fcene, 
with  the  magnitude  ©f  the  objeCts 
which  it  exhibited,  and  the  profpeCts 
of  advantage  it  held  out,  ffiould  not 
attraCl  the  views,  and  excite  the  am¬ 
bition,  of  a  powerful,  active,  and 
neighbouring  fovereign,  whofe  en- 
terprifing  difpofition,  though  hi¬ 
therto  a  good  deal  redrained,  had 
however  been  apparent  in  other 
indances. 

The  refumption  of  the  Dutch  bar¬ 
rier  was  among  the  iirft  advantages 
he  propofed  to  draw  from  the  pre- 
fent  forlorn  date  of  their  affairs. 
Few  are  ignorant,  that  the  princi¬ 
pal  fortredes  of  the  Audrian  Nether¬ 
lands,  including  feveral  of  their 
mod  confiderable  cities,  had,  ever 
dnce  the  conclufion  of  the  fuccef- 
iion  war,  been  depofited  in  the  hands 
of  the  Dutch,  for  the  mutual  be¬ 
nefit  and  fecurity  of  the  court  of 
Vienna  and  themfelves  ;  for,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  formed  a  pow¬ 
erful  barrier  to  cover  the  territories 
of  the  dates,  they  were  to  be  gar- 
rifoned  and  defended  by  them  ; 
and  thus  ferved  to  obviate  the  dan¬ 
gers  apprehended  by  both  from  the 
power  and  ambition  of  France. 

During  the  long  fucceeding  de- 
prefiion  of  the  houfe  of  Audria,  the 
advantages  of  this  arrangement 
were  repeatedly  and  fully  experi¬ 
enced  ;  and  occafions  offered  which 
made  it  evident,  that  nothing  lefs 
could  have  prevented  the  Nether¬ 
lands  from  being  long  fmce  wreded 
out  of  their  hands.  But  in  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  degree  of  power  and 
greatnefs  to  which  that  houfe  has, 
within  the  memory  of  man,  rifen, 
and  in  the  ufual  viciditude  of  things, 
what  had  before  been  underdwod 
and  felt  as  a  fubftantial  benefit. 


came  at  length  to  be  confidered  as  a 
digma,  and  a  grievance.  The  pre- 
fent  emperor  felt  his  own  power  to 
be  fully  competent  to  the  protection 
and  defence  of  his  dominions.  With 
the  great  armies  he  podeffed,  he 
could  not  conceive  that  he  wanted 
the  cover  of  fortredes  to  prevent 
the  progrefs  of  an  enemy.  He  con¬ 
fidered,  that  it  was  exceedingly  ex- 
penfive  to  keep  them  in  repair  ;  that 
being  accordingly  negleCted  in  fea- 
fons  of  peace  and  fecurity,  they  ge¬ 
nerally  fell,  with  little  trouble,  into 
the  hands  of  an  invader  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hodilities  ;  when, 
beddes  the  lofs  of  their  garrifons, 
and  the  great  prefent  advantages 
which  they  afforded  to  the  enemy, 
their  recovery  frequently  became 
among  the  mod  difficult  and  arduous 
talks  of  the  war. 

He,  beddes,  thought  it  derogatory 
to  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  to  the 
dignity  and  power  of  the  empire, 
that  a  number  of  his  principal  ci¬ 
ties  and  fortredes  Ihould  be  garrir 
foned,  and  at  his  own  expence  too, 
by  foreigners.  He  confidered  it  as 
no  lefs  than  paying  a  ffiameful  and 
ignominious  tribute  for  protection 
and  defence  ;  and  that  it  would  be 
in  the  lad  degree  perfonally  diame- 
ful  and  degrading  to  himfelf,  if 
now,  when  the  occadon  fo  oppor¬ 
tunely  offered,  he  Ihould  fuffer  fuch 
a  danding  monument  of  pad  weak- 
nefs,  dependence,  or  even  obliga¬ 
tion,  any  longer  to  continue. 

Nor  were  feveral  colourable  ar¬ 
guments  wanting,  to  judify  to  the 
Dutch,  and  to  the  world  at  large, 
the  intended  meafure  of  taking  the 
barrier  into  his  own  hands,  and  of 
difmantling  the  fortreffes.  It  was 
dated,  that  the  revenues  drawn 
from  thefe  cities  and  their  didriCts 
were  mifapplied  ;  tfcit  the  fortifi- 
[A]  .  cation* 
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cations  were  falling  to  decay,  and 
the  garrifons  defective  ;  and  that 
the  lhameful  manner  in  which  they 
were  loft  by  the  Dutch,  in  the  war 
of  1741,  was  a  fufljicient  evidence  of 
their  incapacity  to  maintain  and  de¬ 
fend  the  barrier.  But  that,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  all  complaints  vvith  re- 
IpeX  to  the  difcharge  of  their  trull, 
the  circumflances  of  things,  and  the 
Hate  of  affairs  on  all  fides,  were  now 
fo  entirely  altered,  that  none  of  the 
caufes  or  motives,  which  originally 
operated  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
barrier,  were  any  longer  in  exifl- 
ence.  That  France,  inflead  of 
being  the  common  enemy,  as  then, 
was  now  the  common  friend  of  both 
parties  ;  that  her  ambition  was  no 
longer  dangerous,  and  if  it  were, 
was  directed  to  other  objeXs  ;  that 
the  emperor  and  fine  were  mutually 
bound,  in  the  flridefl  and  deareil 
ties  of  alliance,  friendfhip,  and 
blood  ;  and,  even  admitting  the 
poffibility  of  any  change  in  this  ftate 
of  connexions,  his  territories  would 
at  all  times  be  an  effeXual  barrier 
to  Holland,  and  would  afford  much 
greater  fecurity  to  them  by  being 
in  his  hands  than  in  their  own. 

Much  was,  however,  to  be  faid 
•on  the  other  fide.  The  immenfe 
expence,  in  blood  and  in  treafure, 
which  Holland,  through  a  long 
courfe  of  fucceflive  wars,  had  endur¬ 
ed,  for  the  attainment,  the  eflabliih- 
ment,  and  the  prefervation  of  this 
very  barrier,  was  known  to  all  the 
world.  Nor  was  it  to  be  forgotten, 
that  the  emperor  owed  to  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  exertions  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Holland  his  now  holding 
any  territory  or  poffeffion  whatever 
in  the  Low  Countries.  That  they 
had  the  principal  fhare,  through  a 
long  war,  and  a  feries  of  the  moil 
glorious  fuccelfes,  in  wrelling  by 


piece-meal  from  the  houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  thefe  provinces,  thick  fowm  as 
they  then  were  with  the  frfongefl 
fortreffes  in  the’  world,  and  de¬ 
fended  by  thofe  numerous  and  ve¬ 
teran  armies  which  had  fo  long  been 
the  terror  of  Europe.  That  as  they 
were,  the  great  leaders  in  the  war, 
fo  they  compelled  France  and  Spain, 
by  the  peace,  to  Submit  to  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  Ger¬ 
man  line  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria  ; 
and  had  fince  been  the  means  of  fe- 
curing  and  preferving  them  to  that 
family.  That  the  fettlement  of  the 
barrier  was  the  only  return  to  Hol¬ 
land  for  all  thefe  fervices,  and  for 
the  immenfe  expencesihe  had  been 
at,  not  only  in  that  part  of  the  war, 
but  in  her  arduous  endeavours  to 
place  the  anceftor  of  the  prefent  em¬ 
peror  upon  the  throne  of  Spain. 
That  the  propofed  meafure,  betides 
being  a  direX  breach  of  treaty, 
and  violation  of  faith,  would  be  a 
fhameful  d^reliXion  of  every  fenfe 
of  pail  fervice  and  obligation;  and 
that  the  feafon  chofen  for  its  ac¬ 
complishment,  under  the  prefent 
embarraifed  and  depreffed  Hate  of 
the  republic,  would  render  it  fall 
more  difgraceful. 

Much  more  might  have  been 
faid  ;  but  arguments  are  of  little 
avail,  and  treaties  weak  obligations, 
any  longer  than  the  equal  flrength, 
or  mutual  convenience  of  the  par¬ 
ties,  fhall  give  weight  to  the  one, 
or  validity  to  the  other.  Great 
Britain,  the  guardian  of  the  bar¬ 
rier,  was  now  (unfortunately  to  both) 
an  enemy  to  Holland. 

As  an  opening  to  this  delign,  the 
emperor  had,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1781,  and  fome  months 
before  he  fet  out  on  his  'tour,  pe¬ 
remptorily  demanded  from  the  States 
General  precife  accounts  of  the 
v  revenues 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [9 


revenues  which  they  had  drawn 
from  the  barrier,  and  of  the  fums 
which  they  had  expendea  in  the  re¬ 
pair  or  improvement  of  the  for- 
treffes.  This  ludden  and  captious 
demand,  of  coming  to  a  fettlement 
upon  fuch  old,  intricate,  and  long- 
negleCted  accounts,  and  made  at  io 
very  peculiar  a  feafon,  feemed  to 
augur  very  different  difpofitions 
from  thofe  of  friendfhip  or  good¬ 
will  to  the  dates  ;  and  probably 
infpired  them  with  other  apprehen- 
fions  be  Tides  thole  which  related  to 
the  barrier.  Circumilanced,  in¬ 
deed,  as  they  were,  it  may  well  be 
fuppofed,  that  this  demand  contri¬ 
buted  not  a  littie  to  facilitate  their 
fubfequent  compliance  with  the  cef- 
fion  of  an  object,  fo  long  held  dear 
by  them,  and  which  involved  in  it 
the  immediate  fecurity  of  their 
country.  However  that  was,  the 
bufinefs  was  foon  decided  ;  and  it 
feems  probable,  that  many  words 
were  not  ufed  in  its  procels,  for  the 
negociation  was  fcarcely  heard  of, 
when,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
the  Dutch  garrifons  and  artillery 
were  almofl  filentlv  withdrawn 
from  the  barrier,  and  the  empe¬ 
ror’s  order  for  difmantling  the  for- 
trelfes,  and  felling  the  materials, 
feems  to  have  been  the  HrH  public 
annunciation  of  the  event. 

Never  was  a  meafure  of  fo  much 
importance,  and  on  which  fo  much 
depended,  carried  into  effeCt  more 
fmoothly  ;  but  notwitnHanding  this 
facility,  it  was  eafily  feen,  that  the 
Hates  were  fully  aware  of  its  dan¬ 
gerous  tendency,  although  the  un¬ 
fortunate  fituation  in  which  they 
were  involved  compelled  them  to 
an  eafy  fubmiffion.  In  faff,  a  ge¬ 
neral  alarm  was  fpread  through  the 
United  Provinces  ;  and  the  great 
number  of  hands  that  were  dire&ly 


employed,  and  the  correfponding 
mealures  adopted,  for  putting  their 
own  fortreifes  on  the  frontier,  par¬ 
ticularly  thcfe  along  the  Schelde, 
in  an  immediate  Hate  of  defence, 
fufiiciently  (hewed,  that  government 
was  no  lefs  affected  than  the  public 
upon  this  occafion.  Thus  was  Hol¬ 
land  Hripped  of  its  hard-earned  and 
dearly- purchafed  barrier,  and  by 
the  revolution  of  politics  laid  open 
to  the  views  of  a  not  lefs  ambi¬ 
tious,  and  more  dangerous,  as  be¬ 
ing  anearer  neighbour, than  France. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  barrier  was 
not,  however,  the  only  confiderable 
object  which  the  emperor  had  at  this 
time*  in  view,  and  which  drew  his 
attention  fo  much  to  the  affairs  of 
the  Netherlands.  The  rupture  be¬ 
tween  the  maritime  powers  had  been 
the  means  of  transferring  from  Hol¬ 
land  to  the  Aullrian  Netherlands 
the  courfe  of  that  vafl  commerce, 
which,  through  the  medium  of  the 
canals  and  great  German  rivers, 
England  carried  on  with  that  and 
otherEaHern  and  Northern  continen¬ 
tal  countries.  The  benefits  which 
the  Netherlands  derived  from  this 
tranfit  of  fo  great  a  commerce,  were 
Hill  farther  increafed  by  the  pecu¬ 
liar  circumHances  of  the  naval  war 
in  which  Great  Britain  was  in¬ 
volved.  Attacked,  at  once,  in  every 
part  oPthe  world,  and  nearly  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  multitude  of  her 
enemies,  fhe  was  under  a  neceffity 
of  abandoning,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  protection  of  her  home  com¬ 
merce,  and  even,  at  times,  the  fo- 
vereigntyof  her  own  feas,  in  order 
tha\  her  foreign  fleets  might  be  fuf- 
ficiently  powerful  to  cover  her  very 
numerous  diftant  poffeifions.  This 
new  and  untoward  Hate  of  things, 
reduced  the  Englifh  merchants  to 
difficulties  and  diltreffes,  with  re- 

fped 
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fpefl  to  the  means  of  carrying  on 
their  trade,  which  they  had  never 
experienced  in  any  other  war.  Fo-  . 
reign  veflels  were  ufed  for  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  their  goods ;  and  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  foreign  flags,  for  the  firft 
time,  fought  by  Englifhmen.  In  a 
word,  no  ihift  that  ingenuity  could 
hit  upon  was  left  untried,  in  order 
to  evade  the  peril  of  the  feas. 

From  the  operation  of  all  thefe 
caufes,  Oitend  became  a  general 
mart  to  all  the  neutral,  as  well  as 
the  belligerent  hates ;  and  fuch  an 
influx  of  trade  was  carried  into  that 
city  and  port,  that  it  arrived,  even 
early  in  the  war,  at  a  degree  of  opu¬ 
lence  and  commercial  importance, 
which  it  never  before  enjoyed,  or 
was  expected  to  attain.  The  im¬ 
perial  flag,  fo  little  thought  of  be¬ 
fore  among  maritime  nations,  was 
now  confpicuous  in  every  part  of 
the  world,  and  the  feas  covered  with 
fhips  under  its  protection  ;  thus 
giving  an  example,  how  great  power 
on  land  might  command  refpeft  at 
fea,  without  any  naval  force  for  its 
fupport.  Independent  of  the  fo¬ 
reigners  who  had  benefitted  by  this 
protection,  the  {flipping  really  im¬ 
perial  became  numerous  in  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  could  before  have  been 
little  expeCted  :  one  mercantile 
houfe  was  faid  to  have  60  fhips  at 
fea.  The  fpirit  of  commercial  ad¬ 
venture  fpread  with  the  utmoft  ra¬ 
pidity  through  every  part  of  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands.  The  defire 
and  hope  of  acquiring  great  and 
hidden  wealth,  foamed  to  operate 
more  or  lefs  upon  every  body.  Even 
the  city  of  Bruflels,  notwithftanding 
the  habitual  eafe  and  love  of  plea- 
fure  incident  to  its  fltuation,  and 
the  long  refldence  of  a  court,  could 
not  efcape  the  infeCtion  ;  and  many 
of  its  inhabitants,  who  had  never 


before  engaged  in  or  thought  of 
commerce  or  trade  of  any  kind,  now 
laid  out  aH  their  ready  money  in 
the  building  of  fhips.  It  is  not 
.then  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the 
citizens  of  Antwerp  fhould  look 
back  with  a  flgh  to  their  former  com¬ 
mercial  opulence  and  fplendour  ;  or 
that  they  fliould  even  form  hopes  of 
being  able,  in  fome  degree,  to  re¬ 
cover  them.  Indeed  the  fpirit  new 
excited  was  fo  prevalent,  that  the 
flates  of  the  Netherlands  prefented 
a  memorial  to  the  emperor,  requeu¬ 
ing  that  he  would  take  meafures  for 
the  opening  and  re-eftablifhment  of 
that  port. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  growing 
opulence  of  Oftend  exceeded  all  be¬ 
lief.  The  limits  of  the  city  became 
too  narrow  for  its  inhabitants,  and 
the  buildings  were  not  fuffleient  to 
cover  the  immenfe  quantities  of 
merchandize,  of  which  it  was  become 
the  temporary  depofltory.  Com¬ 
mercial  adventurers  and  {peculators 
were  continually  arriving  from  dif¬ 
ferent  countries,  to  partake  of  be¬ 
nefits  fo  unexpeftedly  held  out. 
The  rage  for  building  ran  high, 
while  there  was  any  ground  left  to 
build  on.  In  this  tide  of  good  for¬ 
tune,  the  Angular  circumflances  that 
produced  it  were  not  much  confi- 
dered  ;  and  it  feemed  to  be  for¬ 
gotten,  that  as  the  caufe  was  tranfi- 
tory,  the  effedf  was  not  very  likely 
to  be  permanent. 

'  It  was  little  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
fo  novel  and  pleafing  a  ftate  of 
things  could  have  efcaped  the  no¬ 
tice  of  the  emperor;  who,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  thefe  circumflances,  was 
known  to  entertain  fuch  an  eager 
defire  for  maritime  and  foreign 
commerce  (ill  calculated  though  his 
dominions  were  for  that  purpofo)  as 
feemed  to  carry  more  the  appear¬ 
ance 
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ance  of  a  paffion,  than  even  of  a 
ftrong  predilection. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Odend,  in  the 
beginning  of  June  1781,  this  prince 
fliewed  every  mark  of  the  greated 
poffible  attention  to  the  people  and 
place,  and  every  degree  of  favour 
and  regard  to  the  merchants.  He 
fummoned  a  committee  of  thole  who 
were  edeemed  among  the  principal, 
and  the  bed  informed  of  the  latter. 
Of  thefe  were  fome  Englifh  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  high  confideration  for 
their  mercantile  knowledge  and  abi¬ 
lities  ;  and  after  holding  a  confe¬ 
rence  with  them,  he  defired  their 
feparate  opinions  in  writing,  as  to 
the  bed  means  which  could  be  de- 
vifed  and  adopted  for  the  improve¬ 
ment,  enlargement,  and  benedt  of 
commerce,  not  only  with.refpe&  to 
,  that  port  in  particular,  but  to  the 
Low  Countries  in  general. 

Every  moment  of  the  emperor’s 
fhort  refidence  at  Odend  was  diftin- 
guilhed  by  particular  favours  and 
benefits;  nor  were  thefe  difeontinued 
during  his  day  in  the  Netherlands. 
He  declared  their  port  to  be  free : 
and  in  order  to  fupply  the  defeCt 
of  nature,  by  enlarging  their  ac¬ 
commodation  for  fhipping,  he  gave 
directions  for  the  conftruCtion  of  a 
confiderable  bafon,  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pence.  To  render  thefe  favours 
more  complete,  and  to  gratify  the 
v/ants  or  vvifhes  of  the  inhabitants 
in  every  refpeCt,  as  the  fituation  of 
Odend,  in  a  deep  morals,  cramped 
them  no  lefs  on  the  land  fide  for 
room  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of 
building,  than  they  were  on  the 
other,  through  the  narrownefs  of 
their  harbour,  for  thofe  of  trade, 
the  emperor  determined  to  obviate 
that  difficulty  likewife.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  granted  them  liberty  to 
cover  the  old  ramparts  and  works 


of  the  town  with  buildings ;  which 
afforded  an  enlargement  fufficient, 
at  lead,  to  fupply  their  prefent 
wants.— -At  the  fame  time,  his  en¬ 
couragement  to  foreign  fettlers,  in 
the  commercial  line,  was  highly 
munificent  and  liberal.  He  allowed 
the  free  pxercife  of  their  religion, 
and  places  of  public  worfhip  to  the 
protedants  of  all  denominations  at 
Odend.  He  invited  people  of  all 
countries  and  perfuafions  thither  to 
fettle,  to  ereCt  warehoufes,  and  to 
carry  on  merchandize.  He  grant¬ 
ed  them  the  land  on  which  they 
built  in  perpetuity,  fubjeCt  only  to 
a  nominal  fmall  rent,  as  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  that  it  was  held  from  him. 
The  ereCtion  of  feveral  new  ftieets, 
and  a  iquare,  was  accordingly  car¬ 
ried  on  with  great  rapidity  ;  the 
hurry  of  building  interfered  with 
that  of  commerce,  and  crowds  of 
people  thronged  in  from  every 
quarter. 

Short  though  the  day  was  which 
this  prince  made  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  it  was  fufficient  to  excite  the 
admiration,  and,  in  the  highed  de¬ 
gree,  to  acquire  the  afFeCtion  of  his 
fubjeCfs.  The  free  audience,  with¬ 
out  date,  difficulty  in  the  approach, 
guards,  or  witneffes,  which  he  af¬ 
forded  to  all  manner  of  perfons  who 
defired  it,  gained  equally  the  hearts 
of  thofe  who  applied,  and  of  all  who 
heard  of  their  reception  ;  while  the 
patience  with  which  he  heard,  exa¬ 
mined,  and  lifted  into,  their  often 
tedious  complaints  and  involved  re¬ 
lations,  was  no  lefs  adonifhing  than, 
his  affability  was  captivating  to  the 
people. 

It  did  not  efcape  obfervation,  ei¬ 
ther  in  Holland  or  Flanders,  that 
when  this  prince  was  at  Antwerp, 
he  went  down  the  Schelde  in  a  boat, 
as  far  as  to  the  fird  of  thofe  Dutch 
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forts,  which  have  been  eredted  to 
guard  the  paffage,  and  to  fecure  to 
the  dates  the  exclufive  navigation  of 
that  river  ;  that  he  had  the  depth  of 
the  channel  taken  in  feveral  places ; 
and  that  he  dridtly  examined  all 
thofe  obdrodtions  of  art  and  nature 
which  tended  to  impede  its  naviga¬ 
tion,  and  to  fhut  up  the  port  of  that 
city.  From  thence  he  paffed  into 
Holland,  and  among  other  places 
particularly  vifited  Rotterdam. 

An  opinion  had  for  forne  time 
prevailed  with  feveral  perfons  in 
England,  that  means  might  have 
been  fuccefsfully  ufed  for  renewing 
the  ancient  ties  of  friendfhip  with 
the  houfe  of  Audria,  and  for  draw¬ 
ing  this  prince  into  fuch  a  fyde- 
matic  league  of  alliance  (founded 
as  well  upon  general  political  prin¬ 
ciples,  as  upon  immediate  and  mu¬ 
tual  intereds,  and  calculated  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  future  contingencies)  as 
might  be  diffident  effectually  to 
counteract  that  mod  dangerous  com¬ 
bination  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
fupported  by  Holland  and  America ; 
which,  though  confined  in  its  dired 
object  to  the  ruin  or  total  annihila¬ 
tion  of  the  Britifh  empire,  would, 
if  fuccefsfu!  in  that,  prove  no  lefs 
dangerous  to  the  red  of  Europe. 
The  near  approach  of  the  emperor, 
at  this  time,  to  England,  along  with 
the  particular  favour  which  he 
fhewed  to  the  Engliih,  induced  the 
warm  partizans  of  this  notion  to 
imagine,  that,  it  was  among  the 
principal  objeds  of  his  journey : 
but  when  the  duke  of  Glouceder 
was  feen  to  depart  fuddenly  for 
Odend,  in  order  to  vifit  this  prince, 
that,  and  the  long  conference  which 
took  place  between  them  at  Bruges, 
occadoned  numbers,  who  had  paid 
but  little  regard  to  the  original  opi¬ 
nion,  to  imagine,  that  i'om*  thing 
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of  the  fort  was  now  really  in  agita¬ 
tion.  The  event,  however,  did  not 
judify  any  of  thefe'  expedations  ; 
and,  as  no  fruits  of  the  conference 
have  appeared,  and  that  the  duke  of 
Glouceder  returned  immediately  af¬ 
terwards  to  England,  it  may  well 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  meeting  be¬ 
tween  thefe  princes  was  merely  a 
matter  of  perfonal  attention  and 
courtefy.  Tt  was,  indeed,  not  the 
lead  among  the  many  heavy  mis¬ 
fortunes  which,  through  that  period, 
hung  fo  heavily  over  England,  that 
her  government,  whether  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  an  overweening  confi¬ 
dence  in  native  drength,  or  from 
whatever  other  fatal  error  of  policy, 
feemed  for  feveral  years  to  have  to¬ 
tally  turned  its  back  upon  the  red 
of  Europe  ;  and,  lofing  the  due 
national  weight  and  influence  in 
the  general  political  fyflem,  mod 
unaccountably  negledted  all  ufeful 
continental  friendfhips,  connections, 
and  alliances. 

Idle  emperor  did  not  return  to 
Vienna  until  about  the  middle  of 
Augud,  1781.  He  foon  after  re¬ 
fumed  his  ecclefladical  reforms  ; 
but  as  that  year  and  the  following 
were  likewife  the  great  feafon  for 
civil  regulation,  we  {hall,  before  we 
enter  upon  that  fubjedt,  bring  to¬ 
gether,  in  one  point  of  view,  fuch  of 
thofe  measures  as  tended  mod  to  the 
benefit  of  different  claffes,  orders, 
or  communities  of  the  people,  or 
were  remarkable  for  their  liberality 
and  munificence. 

Of  thefe,  the  fird  in  order  of 
time,  as  well  as  in  importance,  was 
the  toleration  granted  to  the  protef- 
tarits.  A  general  outline  of  the  na¬ 
ture  and  extent  of  this  plan,  with  a 
promife  of  its  being  fpeedily  per¬ 
fected  and  promulgated,  was  pub- 
Jifhed,  by  authority,  in  the  Vienna 
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papers,  before  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1 73 1.  This  was  foon  followed  by 
letters  patent  in  form,  by  which  the 
free  exercife  of  their  refio-ion  was 
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granted  and  confirmed  to  them,  in 
every  part  of  the  Auftrian  domi¬ 
nions.  A  notification  was  alfo  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Vienna  gazette,  re¬ 
calling  all  the  emperor’s  fubjeCts 
who  had  quitted  their  refpeCtive 
countries  on  the  account  of  religion, 
difcharging  them  from  the  effeCt  of 
all  former  profecutions,  and  reftor- 
ing  them  to  the  full  pofleffion  of 
their  rights  and  immunities. 

This  meafure  of  religious,  was 
followed  by  a  fignal  enlargement  of 
perfonal,  liberty.  The  jpeafants  in 
JBohemia,  Moravia,  and  Silefia,  had 
long  languifhed  in  a  date  of  vafial- 
age  and  flavery  to  their  lords  ;  the 
cruelty  of  whole  oppreffions  had  fre¬ 
quently  driven  thefe  unhappy  peo¬ 
ple  into  the  madnefs  of  infurreCtion, 
without  the  hope  or  pofiibility  of 
fuccefs ;  a  Ihort  career  of  fury  and 
revenge  (in  which  the  country  was 
defolated,  much  blood  died,  and 
great  barbarities  committed)  on 
their  fide,  being  always  terminated 
by  nearly  their  total  defir uCtion. 
Several  attempts  had  been  made  in 
the  late  reign  (and  they  were  pro¬ 
bably  the  firfi  endeavours  of  the  fort 
that  had  ever  been  uled)  to  reftrain 
the  opprefiion  of  the  lords,  and  to 
better  the  condition  of  thefe  people. 
Yet  much  remained  to  be  done,  and 
the  glory  of  their  entire  emancipa¬ 
tion  was  relerved  for  Jofeph  the  Se¬ 
cond.  He,  confident  in  the  fecure 
greatnefs  of  his  power,  and  con¬ 
firmed  in  all  his  defigns,  as  well  by 
his  intimate  connection  and  frierid- 
fhip  with  Rulfia,  as  by  the  general 
ftate  of  affairs  in  Europe,  publifhed 
two  edicts,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1781,  by  which  flavery  is  for 
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ever  abolilhed  in  thofe  three  coun¬ 
tries.  A  meafure,  though  exceed- 
ingly  grievous  to  the  nobles  at  pre- 
fent,  and  perhaps  attended  with 
feme  immediate  detraction  of  their 
revenues,  as  well  as  their  power, 
which  will,  no  doubt,  in  its  confe- 
quences,  be  found  not  more  benefi¬ 
cial  to  the  peafants,  than  to  their 
own  pofte-rity,  and  even  to  many  of 
themfelves. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  humanity  and 
true  policy  directed  its  Operation,  a 
few  months  after,  to  the  relief  of  the 
peafantry  in  Auftrian  Poland. 

Thefe  were  glorious  and  faffing; 
monuments  of  humanity  and  wif- 
dom  ;  the  merits  of  which,  and  their 
benefits  to  mankind,  are  too  c-onfpi- 
cuous  and  felf-evident  to  be  de¬ 
tracted  from  by  too  minute  a  difi- 
quifition,  relative  to  motives,  poli¬ 
cy,  or  collateral  effeCts. 

This  prince  had  the  high  fatisfac- 
tion,  within  a  very  few  months  after 
it  had  taken  place,  of  perceiving  the 
happy  refult  of  one  of  his  meafures, 
that  of  religious  toleration  and  in¬ 
dulgence  to  the  protefiants  in  his 
dominions.  The  eleCtor  of  Saxony, 
fir  tick  with  fo  illuftrious  an  exampl  e, 
and  that  proteftantifm  might  not  be 
outdone  in  liberality,  about  the 
middle  of  the  fummer  of  1782  if- 
fued  an  ordinance,  by  which  he  not 
only  granted  to  the  Roman  catho¬ 
lics  throughout  the  electorate  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion,  but 
admitted  them  to  the  purchafing  of 
houfes  in  the  towns  and  cities,  to  a 
right  of  acquiring  the  freedom  of 
commercial  and  manufacturing  com¬ 
panies,  and  to  feveral  other  valua¬ 
ble  privileges,  from  all  which  they 
had  hitherto  been  fecluded  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  religion.  Such  an 
opening  to  the  removal  of  bigotry 
and  prejudice,  and  to  the  eftablifti- 
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ing  of  mutual  forbearance  and  bro¬ 
therly  love  between  Chriftians  of 
all  denominations,  was  a  bleffing, 
which,  within  a  very  few  years,  it 
would  have  been  deemed  too  fan- 
guine  to  hope  could,  at  lead:  with¬ 
in  our  times,  have  been  brought  to 
maturity.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  two  great 
houles,  one  of  which  was  the  power¬ 
ful  oppugner  and  perfecutor,  and 
the  other  the  fupporter  and  de¬ 
fender,  of  the  reformation  in  Ger¬ 
many,  fhould  themfelves  have  fet 
this  laudable  example.  The  fame 
liberal  difpofftion  with  refpedl  to 
religious  affairs  appeared  likewife 
in  Italy,  where  the  grand  duke  of 
Tufcany,  about  the  lame  time,  en¬ 
tirely  abol idled  the  inquifition  in 
his  dominions. 

As  the  emperor  had  before  fliewn 
his  regard  to  the  intereils  of  litera¬ 
ture,  by  enlarging  the  liberties  of 
the  prefs,  fo,  in  the  year  1782,  he 
entered  upon  fome  reform  of  the 
univeriities  :  we  are  not  informed 
of  the  particulars.  It  however  ap¬ 
pears,  that  he  reduced  their  num¬ 
ber  to  feven  ;  and  that  he  placed 
that  of  Loyburg  upon  the  fame 
footing  with  the  proteilant  univer- 
fity  of  Gottingen  in  Hanover  ;  the 
members  of  it  being  not  only  per¬ 
mitted.  to  think  and  debate  freely 
upon  all  fubjeCls,  but  to  publifh. 
their  opinions  to  all  the  world. 

It  would  have  appeared  ffrange, 
among  fo  great  a  number  of  regu¬ 
lations,  if  he  had  entirely  overlooked 
the  interefts  ofthe  military  part  of  his 
fubjeCls.  Oi'50  regiments  of  infantry, 
which  were  difperfea  in  Germany 
and  Hungary,  he  allotted  the  annual 
fum  of  2,000  florins  to  each,  which 
was  to  be  expended  in  the  education 
of  forty-eight  boys,  the  fons  of  fol- 
diers  in  the  regiment.  The  object 


of  this  meafure,  befides  the  encou¬ 
ragement  which  it  afforded  to  the 
foldierp,  was  to  breed  and  train  up 
a  brave  and  hardy  fucceffion  of  (ub- 
al terns  for  the  Auflrian  fervice,  and 
thefe  fo  conflderable  in  number,  as 
not  to  be  eaflly  exhaufted.  The 
education  of  the  boys  was  to  be 
very  Ample ;  including  nothing 
more  than  v/hat  was  neceffary  for 
the  military  life  (and  poflibly  rank) 
to  which  they  are  deftined.  We 
cannot  help  expreffmg  our  furprize 
at  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fum  allotted 
to  this  ufeful  purpofe  ;  which,  at 
this  diftance,  feems  fo  very  inade¬ 
quate  to  its  object.  Perhaps  the 
cheapnefs  of  living,  the  high  value 
of  money  in  thole  remote  inland 
countries,  with  the  peculiar  advan¬ 
tages  poffelfed  by  the  foldiers  in 
quarters,  may  folve  this  difHculty. 

We  have  already  taken  notice  of 
the  emperor’s  eager  defire  to  reftore 
the  commerce  of  his  poffeffions  in  the 
Low  Countries.  There,  nature  and 
ancient  experience  concurred  in  ad¬ 
mitting  at  leafl:  the  poffibility  of 
fuccefs  to  the  projedl.  But  the  fame 
pafiion  was  no  lefs  direfted  to  the 
only  other  maritime  nook  and  ex¬ 
tremity  of  his  dominions,  which  lies 
fequeliered  in  the  bottom  of  the 
Adriatic. 

The  ancient  city  of  Triefle,  after 
having  been,  for  feveral  hundred 
years,  a  nefl:  of  pirates,  and  after¬ 
wards  funk  almoft  into  oblivion, 
was  firfl:  brought  into  political  no¬ 
tice,  and  confidered  as  an  objedl  of 
importance,  by  the  late  emperor 
Charles  the  Sixth.  That  prince 
having,  in  the  courfe  of  his  adven¬ 
tures,  voyages,  expeditions,  and 
wars,  feen  the  great  effeHs  of  mari¬ 
time  power  and  commerce,  and 
having  no  other  fea-port  in  all  his 
dominions,  until  the  event  of  the  , 
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fucceffion  war  had  thrown  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  and  both  the  Sicilies  into 
his  hands,  adopted  the  idea  of  fup- 
plying  the  deleft,  by  that  of  Trielte; 
alone. 

He  embarked  warmly  in  this 
fcheme,  fparing  neither  pains  nor 
expence  in  its  profecution.  He  en¬ 
larged  the  harbour,  he  declared  the 
port  free,  he  held  out  invitation  and 
encouragement  to  the  merchants 
and  Ihips  of  all  nations  to  trade  thi¬ 
ther,  he  propofed  its  being  the  lta~ 
tion  of  a  fquadron  of  fhips  of  war 
(which  were  to  be  there  built)  fuffi- 
cient  to  command  refpeft  both  in 
the /Adriatic  and  Mediterranean; 
and  his  fanguine  hopes  faw  it  already 
riling  to  be  the  grand  emporium  of 
Aultrian  commerce  in  both  feas, 
and  rivalling,  if  not  obfcuring,  the 
fplendor  of  Venice  itfelf. 

In  faft,  the  Venetians  were  not  a 
little  alarmed  at  thefe  meafures. 
But  there  are  other  things  befides 
fea-ports  and  immunities  neceflary 
for  the  eltablifhment  of  commerce  ; 
nor  is  trade  eafily  debauched  from 
its  antient  feats,  or  diverted  from 
its  ufual  channels.  The  inhabitants 
of  Trielte  were  poor,  and  being  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  principles  of  com¬ 
merce,  would  not  rilk  the  little  mo¬ 
ney  they  had  in  adventures,  which 
feemed  the  more  hazardous  from  not 
being  underltood.  There  were  other 
elfential  impediments  to  this  delign. 
The  neighbouring  countries  of  Fri¬ 
uli,  Iftria,  and  Carniola,  are  poor, 
thinly  inhabited,  exceedingly  moun¬ 
tainous,  and  generally  barren.  The 
people  are  rude  ;  and  their  genius, 
habits,  and  manners,  confequently 
adverfe  to  trade  and  manufafture. 
Their  produfts  and  commodities  for 
exportation  were  few,  and  of  fmall 
value ;  while  the  roads,  by  which 
they  might  have  been  brought  from 
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the  interior  countries,  were  at  that 
time  nearly  impaflable.  Upon  the 
whole,  all  thofe  fplendid  profpefts 
which  had  been  at  firit  opened  to 
the  view,  in  a  little  time  fell  to  the 
ground  :  and  the  Venetians,  who 
had  fettled  for  the  purpofe  at 
Trielte,  obtained  all  thofe  fruits 
which  the  emperor  had  intended  for 
his  own  fubjefts,  but  which  they 
were  incapable  of  gathering. 

The  late  emprefs  queen,  however, 
refumed  the  defign,  and  fupported 
it  with  greater  vigour  as  well  as 
fuccefs.  A  magnificent  road  from 
Vienna  to  Trielte,  which  would  not 
have  difgraced  the  labours  of  the 
ancient  Romans,  was  opened  under 
her  aufpices,  and  condufted  at  an 
immenfe  expence  over  the  fteepeft 
mountains  of  Iftria  and  Friuli.  The 
prefent  emperor,  with  his  ufual  fer¬ 
vour,  feconded  the  views  of  his  mo¬ 
ther,  and  even  went  beyond  them, 
by  the  eltablifhment  of  his  new  Ealt 
India  trade  at  Trielte.  The  city 
has  not  only  been  rebuilt,  but  a 
new  one,  much  more  magnificent, 
added.  Large  Ihips  have  been  con- 
Itrufted  there,  entirely  of  domeltic 
materials  ;  and,  within  a  few  years, 
their  population  has  increafed,  from 
about  three  thoufand  inhabitants,  to 
above  four  times  that  number  ;  but 
there  are  hill  many  heavy  clogs  to 
prevent  its  riling  to  that  pitch  of 
commercial  eminence,  which  has 
been,  and  probably  Hill  is,  fondly 
imagined.  Its  remote  and  fequef- 
tered  port  is  too  far  out  of  the  way 
to  be  much  frequented,  even  from 
many  parts  of  the  Mediterranean  ; 
but  voyages  from  the  ocean  are  fo 
long,  intricate,  and  dangerous,  as 
not  to  be  often  direftly  undertaken  ; 
of  which  a  llronger  inltance  needs 
not  to  be  given,  than  that  the  Bri- 
tilh  merchants  at  Trielte  find  it 

more 


16]  ANNUAL  REGI  S  TER,  1784.5. 


more  convenient  to  have  their  mer¬ 
chandize  brought  acrofs  Germany 
by  land  from  Hamburgh,  than  that 
courfe  by  fea.  But  the  great,  and, 
in  the  prefent  hate  of  things,  feem- 
ingly  infurmountable  obflacle,  to 
the  growth  of  this  place  in  the  man¬ 
ner  expected,  is  the  paucity  of  na¬ 
tive  articles,  whether  of  product  or 
manufacture,  for  exportation  ;  their 
imports  hill  nearly  doubling,  both 
in  quantity  and  value,  their  exports. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the 
Eafi  India  trade,  if  it  fhould  even 
profper,  and  continue,  will  be  any 
longer  carried  on  from  fo  very  in¬ 
convenient  actuation,  than  until  the 
emperor  can  find  it  convenient,  ei¬ 
ther  to  transfer  it  to  Oftend,  or  has 
been  able  to  procure  fame  other 
port  on  the  ocean  for  that  purpofe. 

However  that  may  be,  ideas  and 
fchemes  of  commerce;  were  now  fo 
prevalent,  that  early  in  the  fummer 
of  1782,  the  emperor  lent  four  mil¬ 
lions  of  florins  to  the  merchants  of 
Triefte,  for  the  increafe  (as  it  mag¬ 
nificently  exprefled)  of  their  com¬ 
merce,  not  only  in  Alia,  but  in  A- 
frica,  and  alfo  in  America  ;  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  promife  of  all  future 
fuccour  and  protection  which  their 
circumfiances  might  appear  to  re¬ 
quire*  A  new  company  of  mer¬ 
chants  was  foon  after  formed,  who, 
it  is  faid,  commenced  their  enter- 
prizes  with  a  capital  of  two  mil¬ 
lions  of  florins.  The  fpirit  of  ad¬ 
venture  was  rapidly  increafing. 
New  ports  were  eagerly  fought  for 
on  the  neighbouring  coafts  of  Mor- 
lachia  and  Iftria,  and  dock-yards 
were  built,  and  the  keels  of  large 
vefiels  laid  at  one  of  them.  A 
fcheme  was  likewife  adopted,  of  pur- 
chafing  fat  oxen  in  Hungary,  and 
ialting  them  at  Fiume,  which  was 
Hid  to  have  anfwered  admirably. 


No  regular  detail  has  been  pub-* 
lifhed  of  the  meafures  purfued  by 
the  emperor,  towards  the  dole  of 

1781,  and  the  commencement  of 
the  following  year,  with  refpeCt 
to  the  fuppreffion  of  monafieries, 
and  the  reform  of  the  ecclefiaftics 
in  general  ;  for,  notwithflanding 
the  extenfion  of  liberty  granted,  to 
the  prefs  in  other  refpeCts,  it  feems 
either  to  have  been  cautipufly  re~ 
drained  on  this  occafion,  or  that  the 
directors  of  that  powerful  engine 
thought  it  prudent  to  lay  the  re- 
ftraint  on  themlelves.  Perhaps  the 
virulent  libels  which  were  circulated 
on  the  fubjeCt,  and  the  authors  of 
which  could  not  be  reached,  either 
by  the  dread  of  power,  or  the  temp¬ 
tation  of  gold,  might  have  cccaiion- 
ed  this  reflraint  on  the  one  fide,  or 
continence  on  the  other.  However 
that  was,  it  is  certain  that  the  em¬ 
peror  has  fince  afforded  opportu¬ 
nities  of  ridicule  to  his  enemies, 
which  they  have  by  no  means  over¬ 
looked,  by  contrafting  with  the 
boafted  liberality  of  his  edict  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  preis,  thofe  fevere  re- 
flriClions  and  heavy  penalties,  with 
which,  in  certain  cafes,  it  has  fince 
been  fhackled. 

We  find,  however,  by  letters  from 
Vienna,  dated  early  in  the  year 

1782,  that  the  bufinefs  of  reform  in 
Germany  was  then  far  advanced. 
On#  of  thefe  letters,  dated  on  the  2d 
of  February,  ftates,  that  the  impe¬ 
rial  decree,  relative  to  the  fuppref¬ 
fion  of  the  religious  orders,  had  been 
carried  into  execution  in  Bohemia 
and  Moravia,  without  any  confe - 
quinces  ;  and  that  the  money  arifing 
from  the  confifcation  of  their  effects 
would  be  applied  to  public  purpofes. 
Information  of  a  week  later  flated, 
that  twenty-four  Carthufian  monaf- 
teries  had  been  already  fupprefled 

in 
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in  the  Auftrian  hereditary  countries, 
eXclufive  of  the  kingdom  of  Hun¬ 
gary.  Another  eilimate,  dated  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  month,  without 
mentioning  whether  Hungary  is  in¬ 
cluded,  ftates  the  number  of  reli¬ 
gious  houfes  then  fupprelfed  at  fifty- 
five.  The  fuppreffion  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  general,  being  rellrifled  to 
thofe  orders  whofe  members,  being 
charged  with  indulging  themielves 
in  an  idle  and  contemplative  life, 
were  confidered  as  being  of  no  real 
ufe  to  fociety ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  protection  and  encouragement 
was  afforded  to  thofe  inftitutions, 
which  had  for  their  objeCt  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  youth.  The  monks  and 
nuns  of  the  fuppreffed  orders  were 
abfolved  from  their  vows,  and  fome 
provifion  was  made  for  their  main¬ 
tenance. 

Previous  to  this  period,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  dole  of  the  preceding  year, 
an  ediCl  had  been  pubiilhed  at 
Bruffels,  by  which  all  the  religious 
houfes  in  the  Auitrian  Netherlands, 
of  whatever  denomination,  were  dif- 
charged  and  exempted  from  every 
degree  of  foreign  ecclefiaflical  ju~ 
rifdiCtion.  This  was  followed  by  an 
imperial  refeript,  which  was  circu¬ 
lated  throughout  all  his  dominions, 
dating  the  reafons  and  principles 
which  induced  him  to  (hake  off  the 
papal  yoke  ;  and  totally  difclaiming 
all  fubordination  whatever,  in  (ecu- 
lar  affairs,  to  the  holy  fee. 

Nor  were  the  mountains  of  the 
Alps,  nor  the  vicinity  of  the  once 
formidable  thunders  of  the  Vatican, 
fufficient  to  fecure  the  ecclefiaflical 
orders  in  the  duchy  of  Milan  from 
experiencing  the  fate  of  their  Ger¬ 
man  and  Hungarian  brethren.  Two 
edicts  were  pubiilhed  at  Milan  in 
the  beginning  of. the  year  1782,  for 
the  fuppreflion  of  all  thofe  orders  in 
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that  duchy,  which  were  under  the 
cifcurriftances  we  have  before  re¬ 
cited,  decreeing  their  eflates  to  be 
fold  by  public  auction,  and  their 
value,  excepting  only  the  ftipends 
allotted  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
late  poffeffors,  to  be  applied  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  Hate. 

Thefe  meafures  excited  the  great- 
eft  alarm  at  the  court  of  Rome. 
Council  was  held  upon  council,  and 
congregation  upon  congregation  at 
the  Vatican,  while  nothing  was  de¬ 
cided  or  propoled,  which  feemed  in. 
any  degree  capable  of  refilling,  or 
even  mitigating  the  evil.  In  this 
Hate  of  prefent  diflrefs,  and  appre- 
henfion  for  the  future,  the  fovereign 
pontiff,  Pius  the  Sixth,  notwith- 
Itanding  his  great  age,  his  infirmi¬ 
ties,  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  the 
length  of  the  journey,  and  the  ex¬ 
treme  feveritv  of  the  feafon,  deter- 
mined  upon  going  to  Vienna,  and 
conferring  perfonally  upon  the  fub- 
jcCls  of  grievance  or  complaint  with 
the  emperor.  It  was  in  vain  that 
his  friends  reprefented,  and  remon- 
flrated  with  him,  upon  the  difficul¬ 
ties  and  dangers  attending  fuch  a. 
journey,  in  his  Hate  of  health,  time 
of  life,  and  at  fuch  a  feafon  of  the 
year  ;  he  refolutely  anfwered,  that 
no  obflacles  or  perils  fhould  deter 
him  from  the  difejiarge  of  his  duty  ; 
that,  whatever  he  differed  in  the  at¬ 
tempt,  or,  if  he  was  doomed  to  pe~ 
rifh  in  the  execution,  it  would  be  no 
more  than  what  he  was  bound  to  en¬ 
dure  ;  that  the  event  lay  with  God, 
but  the  fulfilling  of  his  duty,  fo  fat* 
as  he  was  capable  of  doing  it,  with 
himfelf ;  and  he  continued  inflexibly 
to  adhere  to  his  determination. 

This  was  about  the  clofc  of  the 
year  1781,  and  the  pope  having 
communicated  his  defign  through 
the  nuncio  at  Vienna  to  the  em- 
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peror,  entered  at  the  fame  time 
into  the  gentled  poffible  expodula- 
tion  with  him  upon  the  meafures 
which  he  was  purfuing.  He  re¬ 
minded  him  that  Benedict  the  Four¬ 
teenth  had  been  his  god-father  ;  he 
recalled  to  memory  the  piety  of  his 
mother,  and  the  condant  regard  of 
his  family  to  the  church  ;  he  re¬ 
queued  and  intreated,  that  he  would 
not  drip  the  apodolic  fee  of  thofe 
rights  which  it  had  poifeffed  from 
time  immemorial ;  he  dated,  that 
the  objeft  of  his  journey  was  to  con- 
verfe  in  the  mod  amicable  manner 
with  him,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  fome 
late  innovations  which  had  taken 
place,  relative  to  religious  matters ; 
and  to  endeavour  to  prevai-l  with 
him  not  to  invade  the  rights  of  the 
church,  or  to  diminiih  the  pontifical 
prerogatives,  neither  of  which  could 
be  done,  without  deeply  injuring  the 
interefts  of  religion  itfelf. 

The  emperor,  who  had  already 
taken  his  meafures,  would  have  been 
very  well  pleafed  to  avoid  the  trou¬ 
ble  and  formality  of  this  unex¬ 
ampled  vidt.  In  his  anfwer  to  the 
fovereign  pontiff  he  obferved,  that 
if  his  holinefs  Ihould  perfid  in  his 
dyefign  of  coming  thither,  he  ihould 
Certainly  be  received  with  all  the 
refpeft  and  regard  due  to  his  high 
dignity ;  but  that,  if  the  object  of 
his  journey  related  to  thofe  meafures 
and  regulations,  upon  which  he  had 
himfelf  already  decided,  it  would 
be  totally  fuperduous.  That  as  to 
himfelf,  he  always  conformed,  in 
his  determinations  and  meafures,  to 
she  rules  of  reafon,  equity,  hurna- 
Bity>  and  religion.  That,  before 
-ihey  were  carried  into  execution,  he 
always  confuted  perfons  ofwifdom, 
integrity,  and  knowledge,  upon  the 
affairs  in  which  he  engaged.  He 
-declared  himfelf  to  be  truly  catholic 


and  apodolic  ;  and  concluded,  by 
befeeching  his  holinefs  to  grant  him 
his  benediction.  Such  was  the  mo¬ 
derate  language  ufed  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  through  neceffity  on  the  one 
fide,  and  proceeding  from  a  cool 
and  dudied  policy  on  the  other. 

Notwithdanding  the  little  encou¬ 
ragement  or  hope  afforded  by  this 
anfwer,  the  pope  dill  perfevered  in 
his  defign.  He  probably  relied  a 
good  deal  upon  the  effects  which 
his  age,  the  facrednefs  of  his  office 
and  character,  along  with  the  no¬ 
velty  of  the  undertaking  (dill  ren¬ 
dered  more  fmgular  by  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  the  journey,  and  the  unto¬ 
ward  feafon  of  the  year)  might  pro¬ 
duce. 

Under  thefe,  or  other  impreffions 
or  ideas,  Pius  the  Sixth,  the  Roman 
Pontiff',  let  out  on  his  journey  from 
Rome,  within  two  days  of  the  end  of 
February,  and  arrived  at  Vienna  on 
the  22d  of  March,  1782.  The  em¬ 
peror,  accompanied  by  his  brother, 
the  archduke  Maximilian,  went  to 
meet  the  holy  father  at  Neukirken, 
and  conducted  him  in  his  own  coach 
to  Vienna.  Every  poffible  mark  of 
honour  and  refpeft  was  paid  to  him 
by  that  city  and  court  at  his  arrival, 
Te  Deum  was  performed  before  the 
whole  court,  as  a  thankfgiving  for 
that  event,  the  hod  being  publicly 
expofied  during  the  time.  A  fimilar 
courfe  of  honour  and  refpeft  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  paid  to  him  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  day  in  Vienna ; 
and  the  very  guarded  and  drift  pre¬ 
cautions  ufed  by  the  police,  were  not 
diffident  to  prevent  feveral  legs  and 
arms  from  being  broken,  through 
the  eagernefs  of  the  people  to  re¬ 
ceive  his  benediftion,  on  his  way  to 
and  from  church  on  Eader-day. 

But  thefe  were  mere  outward 
forms,  wkich  could  have  no  con- 
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ae&ion  with  the  interior  operations 
of  the  cabinet ;  and  though  fre¬ 
quent  conferences  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  emperor  and  pope,  at  the 
conclufion  of  which  marks  of  the 
greateif  mutual  fatisfadion  were  al¬ 
ways  thought  apparent ;  yet  the 
event  has  fully  (hewn,  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  did  not  gain  any  one  material 
objed  of  his  wifhes. 

It  was  faid,  that  in  one  of  thefe 
conferences,  the  pope  delivered  his 
fentiments  to  the  powerful  fovereign 
whom  he  was  addrefling  in  terms  to 

the  following  effect : - I  have 

neither  the  power  nor  the  will  to 
defend  by  force  thofe  rights  which 
the  fovereign  pontiffs,  my  predecef- 
fors,  formerly  enjoyed.  I  am  far 
alfo  from  pretending  to  oppofe  the 
execution  of  thofe  ordinances,  which 
the  wifdom  of  fovereigns  might  find 
it  neceffary  to  prefcribe,  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  government,  or  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  their  fubjeds.  All  I  fhall 
defire  and  expert  in  return,  is  that 
thefe  potentates  fhould  equally  re- 
fped  thofe  hitherto  undifputed  im¬ 
munities,  prerogatives,  and  rights, 
which,  without  interfering  with  the 
rights  of  others,  have  through  fo 
many  ages  appertained  to  the  holy 
fee.  What  1  therefore  wifh,  and, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  total  degra¬ 
dation  of  the  pontifical  dignity  will 
be  found  abfolutely  neceffary,  is, 
that  a  congrefs  of  ambaffadors  from 
all  the  catholic  powers  in  Europe 
fhould  be  held,  and  that  they  fnould 
determine  upon,  and  irrevocably 
fix,  fuch  parts  of  the  ancient  rights 
belonging  to  the  holy  fee,  as  their 
fovereigns  were  ftill  willing  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  hands  of  the  pope.”* — 
Such  was  the  language  now  held  by 
the  fallen  reprefentative  of  that 
mighty  power,  which  through  a 
l«ng  courfe  cf  ages  had  held  tht 
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Weftern  world  under  a  fway,  unex¬ 
ampled,  “  in  its  nature,  rife,  dura¬ 
tion,  and  extent.’’ 

We  have  no  information  of  the 
anfwer  made  to  that  propolition. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  pon¬ 
tiff  was  indulged  in  this  fpeculation, 
as  fome  lenitive  for  the  difappoint- 
ment  which  he  experienced  in  every 
thing  elfe.  The  pope  continued  a 
month  at  Vienna,  and  arrived  m 
Rome  about  the  middle  of  June  ; 
having  met  with  every  thing,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  journey  both  outwards 
and  homewards,  that  could  be 
deemed  pleafing  or  flattering, 
excepting  only  fuccefs  in  the 
objed  for  which  it  was  under¬ 
taken. 

It  feemed  not  a  little  remarkable, 
and  as  if  the  conferences  between, 
the  emperor  and  the  pope  had  pro¬ 
duced  perfuafion  where  it  was  leaf! 
to  be  expeded,  that  at  a  confiftory 
held  in  Rome,  foon  after  the  return 
of  the  latter,  it  was  faid  to  have 
been  determined  to  take  meafures 
for  abridging  by  degrees  the  num¬ 
ber  of  convents  both  for  males  and 
females  throughout  Europe;  for  re- 
ftriding  to  a  limited  number  the 
members  of  the  remaining  commu¬ 
nities  ;  and  for  preventing  in  future 
the  admiffion  of  novices  under  25; 
years  of  age. 

The  viiit  to  Vienna  occaficned 
no  intermiflion  whatever  of  the  em¬ 
peror’s  proceedings  with  refped  to 
his  ecclefiaftical  reforms ;  which 
were  extended  to  the  fecular  clergy 
and  hierarchy,  as  well  as  to  the 
religious  orders,  or  regulars.  A 
commiflion  was  eftablifhed  for  the 
adminiflration  of  the  fequefiered 
eflates  and  effeds,  which  were  fo 
confiderable,  that  the  moft  mode¬ 
rate  calculators  fuppofed  that  the 
emperor  would  gain  tour  or  five 
[i?J  z-  millions- 
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Bullions  'fterling  by  the  reform; 
while  other,  and.  probably  lefs  ac¬ 
curate  eftimates,  went  to  double 
that  fum.  Annual  ftipends  were  al¬ 
lotted  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
reformed  prelates,  abbots,  abbefies, 
canons j  canondfes,  monks,  and 
nuns  ;  which  were,  in  fome  degree, 
proportioned  to  their  refpeclive 
rank  or  condition  ;  but  it  was  hea¬ 
vily  complained  that  the  portions 
were  fo  fcantily  meafured,  as  to 
be  fhamefully  inadequate  to  the 
purpofe. 

This  circumftance  afforded  a 
handle  for  rendering  the  whole 
mealure  more  particularly  odious 
than  it  oth.erwife  might  have  been  : 
and  whatever  means  were  ufed  at 
home  to  ftifle  complaint  upon  the 
oecafion,  they  could  not  reltrain  the 
cenfure  of  foreigners  upon  the  con¬ 
duct  of  this  prince.  It  was  held 
cut,  that  the  objeCt  of  plundering 
the  church,  and  the  deftination  of 
its  pillage,  (inftead  of  being  ap¬ 
plied  to  any  ufeful  or  benevolent 
purpofes)  was  intended  merely  for 
the  fupport  of  thofe  fchemes  of  am¬ 
bition,  which  had  long  poffefifedhis 
mind,  and  which,  in  concert  with 
Jlullia,  he  was  now  endeavouring 
to  bring  to  maturity.  That  though 
thefe  fchemes  went  only  in  the  fil'd: 
an  fiance  to  the  overthrow  cf  the 
Germanic  confiitution,  and  the  fub~ 
verfion  of  the  princes  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  they  were  not  lefs  inimical  in 
their  more  remote  views  to  the  in- 
terefis,  repofe,  and  fecurity  of  the 
European  ftates  in  general.  That 
farther  and  more  extenfive  parti¬ 
tions  of  territory  and  power,  includ¬ 
ing  the  fea  as  well  as  the  land,  were 
already  in  their  contemplation  : 
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and  that  fuch  profpe&s  and  hopefl 
could  only  in  times  of  peace  afiord 
gratification  to  the  infatiate  ambi¬ 
tion  of  thefe  two  powers. 

A  celebrated  French  writer,*  in 
touching occafionaliy  upon  thequef- 
tion  of  juftice,  with  refpeft  to  the 
expulfion  of  the  ecclefialtics,  and 
the  confifcation  of  their  goods,  treats 
it  in  the  following  manner  :• — “  I 
prefer  a  convent  of  nuns  to  a 
<<r  regiment  of  foldiers.  If  the  firft 
“  oppofe  the  intentions  of  nature, 
“  they  . do  not  tear  her  to  pieces  : 
<(  if  they  violate  their  inftitution, 
“  it  is  in  order  to  perpetuate  their 
<e  fpecies ;  whereas  the  latter  take 
<<r  an  oath  to  defiroy  them  upon  the 
4 4  firft  fignal  given  by  deipotifm. 

The  internal  revolutions  which 
“  the  emperor  has  effected  in  his 
dominions  have  been  greatly  ap- 
“  plauded ;  but  what  a  number  of 
“  objections  might  be  brought  a- 
gainfi  thefe  eulogiums  ;  at  leafi, 
the  panegyrifts  of  Jofeph  the 
**  Second  ought' to  tell  us,  what  juft 
c‘  tice  they  find  in  driving  a  citizen 
<e  from  the  profeffion  which  he  has 
<<:  embraced  under  the  fanflion  of 
“  the  laws.  1  will  tell  them  plain - 
ly,  that  there  is  as  much  injufiice 
“  in  expelling  a  friar  or  a  nun 
“  from  their  retreat,  as  in  turning 
“  a  private  individual  out  of  his 
“  houfe.  Defpife  the  friars  as 
“  much  as  you  will,  but  do  not 
“  perfecute  them,  but  above  all 
do  not  rob  them ;  for  we  ought 
neither  to  perfecute  nor  rob  any 
man,  from  the  avowed  atheiil 
“  down  to  the  molt  credulous  ca- 
“  puchin.” 

Thus  did  the  emperor  fmoothly 
purfue  with  little  noife,  without 


*  Count  do  Mirabeau.  See  his  Doubts  concerning  the  free  Navigation  of  the 
Scheldt,  &c«  Englifh  trail flation,  note  top.  160. 
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even  exciting  much  admiration  or 
i'ur prize,  without  the  fmalleft  oppo- 
Jition,  either  foreign  or  domeftic,and 
without  in  any  degree  forfeiting  the 
name  and  charadter  (which  he 
feemed  particularly  fond  of  retain¬ 
ing)  of  a  faithful  fon  of  the  church, 
thofe  very  meafures,  which  had 
drawn  on  Henry  the  Eighth  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  on  his  kingdom,  all  the 
fulminations  of  the  court  of  Rome  ; 
and  which,  at  a  dill  earlier  period, 
would  have  been  the  means  of  pour¬ 
ing  down  inevitable  dedrudtion  on 


the  one,  and  of  involving  the  other 
in  a  difmal  feene  of  trouble  and 
blood.  Such  are  the  wonderful 
changes  which  take  place,  not  more 
in  the  affairs,  than  in  the  ideas, 
opinions,  and  principles  of  men, 
and  fuch  the  facility,  which  a  for¬ 
tunate  coincidence  of  times  and 
feafons  with  circumftances  and  e- 
vents,  and  a  wife  or  happy  appli¬ 
cation  of  adtion  to  both,  may  ad- 
minifter  to  the  accomplifnment  of 
the  greateft  and  njoft  unexpected 
revolutions. 


CHAP.  II. 

Retrcfpediive  ■■ view  continued .  State  of  the  great  powers  on  the  borders  of  Europe 
and  Afea.  Ottoman  Empire.  Numerous  fources  of  dif cord  with  Ruffia.  Sue - 
cefsful  endeavours  of  the  captain  bafhaw ,  notwit  h funding  the  unfavourable 
fate  of  public  affairs ,  to  quell  rebellion  and  ref  ore  order.  He  refeues  the 
Morea  from  the  Albanians  ;  pmiiffes  the  authors ,  and  puts  an  end  to  the 
diforders  on  the  coafs  op'  Afa  ;  prevents  the  intended  extermination  of 
the  Greeks.  Porte ,  after  ?nuch  coniefi ,  fubmits  to  the  receiving  Ruffian 
confuls  in  the  provinces  of  Moldavia,  Walachia ,  and  Bejfarabia .  E rou¬ 
bles  in  the  Crimea.  Earn  tar  Khan  accepts  a  commijfon  in  the  Ruffian 
fervice.  Dreadful  conflagrations  in  Conflantinople.  Forty  thoufand 
houfes  defroyed.  Grand  Vizir  depoj'ed,  and  fucceeded  by  feian  Mehemet , 
a  man  of  parts  and  ability.  Ruffian  Khan  depdfed  by-  the  difeontented 
Eartars,  and  a  neve  one  eleSled ,  vs-ho  is  privately  fupported  by  the  Porte. 
Great  differences  between  the  two  empires  on  that  account :  Long  truce- 
between,  the  Porte  and  the  court  of  Vienna  on  the  point  of  expiring ,  which 
involves  the  former  in  new  difficulties  on  that  flde.  Divan  fit  eight  days 
debating  on  the  quefion  of  a  vjar  with  Ruffia.  Pacific  reflations  adopted \ 
through  the  influence  op'  the  captain  bajhaw,  grand  vizir,  and  mufti. 
Popularity  of  the  grand  fignior ,  o.nd  the  firmnefs  of  his  minifiers,  prevent 
any  dangerous  epj'ett  from  the  violent  ferment  of  the  people ,  who  are  cla.- 
piorous  for  war  ;  and  whofe  paffions  are  not  lefs  agitated  by  the  pacific 
conduct  of  the  court ,  than  by  the  contemplation  of  their  ruined  city .  Em¬ 
peror  openly  avows  his  determination  of  fupporting  the  claims  of  Ruffia,  as 
well  as  his  own.  Strong  memorials  prefenied,  and  harjh  demands  made, 
by  the  courts  of  Peterfimrgh  and  L ienna,  toward  the  clofe  of  the  year 
4782.  Hejpodar  of  Wallachia  fir  angled,  Excellent  conduit  of  the  grand 
fignior K  with  r effect  io  the  perfecuiion  carried  on  by  the  Armenian  patri¬ 
arch.  Vajt  preparations  for  war  on  all  fides  in  the  year  1783.  i  reaty 
between  the  Porte  and  Spain.  New.  Khan  of  the  East  arcs  expelled  by  the 
ff'Jfians.  Former  Khan  abdicates  his  throne,  and  affigns  his  dominion  akd, 

[$]  3  country 
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country  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffiia  ;  who  ifj'ues  a  manifeflo  ajjigning  the  caufes 
for  her  annexing  the  Crimea,  Cuban,  and  ijle  of  ''Taman  to  her  empire . 
Nlanifefo  from  the  Porte  in  anfuoer .  No tvj it hjl  an ding  the  immenfe  pre¬ 
parations  and  immediate  appearances  of  war,  negociations  for  a  peace  are 
carried  on  at  Ccnfantinople  under  the  mediation  of  France.  In  the  height 
of  the  troubles  the  navigation  of  the  Danube  is  opened  to  the  emperor ,  two 
cf  vohofe  Jhips  are  received  at  Belgrade,  and  profecute.  their  voyage  to  the 
Black  Sea.  Ottoman  difficulties  and  enemies  multiplying  on  all  fides . 
Appearances  on  the  fide  of  Venice .  Troubles  in  Egypt.  Perfans  attack 
Bafficra.  Prince  Heraclius  invades  Natalia.  9  reaty  of  com7nerce  betvoeen 
Ruffiia  and  the  Porte,  is  followed  by  a  new  treaty  of  accommodation  be *» 
tween  the  two  empires,  which  is  concluded  at  Conjtantinople  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year  1784.  Accommodation  with  ihe  emperor.  Spanijh 
expedition  againji  Algiers.  Earthquakes  in  Calabria  and  Sicily. 


^-jpHE  diforders  of  the  Ottoman 
j[  empire  were  too  numerous  and 
inveterate,  to  admit  of  any  effec¬ 
tual  remedy,  within  the  few7  years 
of  uncertain  peace  that  had  eiapfed 
iince  the  concluhon  of  the  late  un¬ 
fortunate  war  with  Ruffia.  So  much 
was  to  be  done,  that  it  would  have 
required  many  years  of  tranquillity, 
and  an  unremitted  purfuit  of  the 
wifeft  and  molt  vigorous  meafures,  to 

have  accomolifhed  the  reforms  that 
1 

were  wanting  in  fo  many  departments 
jdF  the  date,  and  which,  to  produce 
cheir  full  effect,  fhould  have  includ¬ 
ed  the  whole  military  and  naval  fyf- 
tem  of  that  empire  ;  the  Turks  hav¬ 
ing,  partly  through  pride  and  bi¬ 
gotry,  partly  through  native  or 
habitual  indolence,  and  ftiil  more 
than  all,  through  a  fucceflion  of 
weak  and  inactive  governments, 
fuffered  the  weftern  nations  to  leave 
them  a  full  century  behind,  with 
xefpecl  to  tallies,  to  the  conkrudtion 
and  management  of  artillery,  and 
to  all  improvements  in  the  art  of 
war.  Their  militia  likewife,  both 
of  horfe  and  foot,  which  had  been 
^excellent  in  their  inkitutkm,  and 
had  been  farther  reformed  and  much 
improved  by  the  wife  regulations  of 
their  great  emperor,  Soliman  the 


Magnificent,  have  fince  been  fuf* 
fered  fo  fhamefully  to  degenerate, 
that  one  highly  and  jukly  diftin- 
guifhed  order  of  them  has  fre¬ 
quently  proved  more  dangerous  to 
the  kate  than  to  its  enemies,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  other  has  of  late 
years  been  more  an  incumbrance 
and  impediment  to  fervice,  than  an 
arm  of  flrength  and  ekedt  in  the 
field. 

But  the  treaty  of  Kainardgiac, 
in  1774,  did  not  afford  that  date 
of  fecurity  which  would  have  been 
neceffary  for  the  accomplifhment 
of  fchemes  of  great  and  general 
reform  and  improvement.  Nofuch 
feafbn  of  quiet  and  leifure  has  vet 
occurred ;  nor  do  the  prefent  ap¬ 
pearances  of  public  affairs  indicate 
the  near  approach  of  it.  The  ex¬ 
traordinary  fucceffes  of  Ruffia  in 
the  late  war,  and  kill  more  than 
thefe,  the  unexampled  weaknefs  and 
diforder  which  fhe  difeovered  in  her 
opponent,  could  not  but  enlarge 
her  views  to  many  new  and  before 
unthought-of  objedts.  A  wide  field 
for  enterprize  and  ambition  was 
opened  on  the  fide  both  of  Europe 
and  Afia.  She  granted  prefent  peace 
to  her  prokrate  enemy,  for  peace 
was  then,  from  many  concurrent 

caufes, 
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caufes,  neceffary  to  herfelf.  She 
feemed  to  rife  from  a  banquet  of 
victory,  to  which  fhe  might  return, 
whenever  leifure  ferved,  and  appe¬ 
tite  invited.  It  was  only  her  bufi- 
nefs  to  take  care  that  the  fervices 
fhould  not  be  removed,  nor  the  way 
barred  againft  her  return. 

The  peace  was  fuch  as  was  to  be 
expended  from  the  circumftances  on 
both  fides  ;  and  feemed  to  be  found¬ 
ed  on  the  principles  we  have  ftated. 
It  fowed  fuch  numberlefs  feeds  of 
contention,  that  the  fucceflion  of  the 
crops  could  fcarcely  fail  under  any 
management :  and  the  fuel  for  light¬ 
ing  up  future  wars  was  fo  thickly 
fpread,  that  it  feemed  as  if  nothing 
Iefs  than  the  inability  of  both  par¬ 
ties,  or  the  deftrudtion  of  one, 
could  ever  bring  them  to  a  final 
conclufion. 

The  peace,  however,  fuch  as  it 
was,  was  then  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  to  the  immediate  prefervation 
of  the  Turkifh  empire:  but  from 
the  nature  of  its  conditions,  and  the 
never-ending  train  of  confequences 
which  they  were  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing,  could  no  longer  be  en¬ 
dured  by  the  party  aggrieved,  than 
while  fome  degree  of  fimilar  ne- 
ceffity  was  prevalent.  We  have 
accordingly  feen,  that  within  fo 
fmall  a  fpace  of  time  as  five  years 
from  the  conclufion  of  the  for¬ 
mer  bloody  war,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  difadvantages  under 
which  one  party  ftill  laboured,  a 
new  war  was  juft  upon  the  point  of 
breaking  out  between  the  two  em¬ 
pires  ;  and  was  only  prevented  by  a 
new  treaty  of  pacification,  which 
took  place  on  the  21ft  of  March, 

1 779. Though  France  had  thejhonour 
of  bringing  about  that  accommoda¬ 
tion,  and  though  her  interference 
had  undoubtedly  great  weight  in  the 


bufinefs,  it  is  certain  that  Ruftia 
was  not  at  that  time  by  any  means 
fully  difpofed  to  war :  and  that  nei¬ 
ther  her  own  internal  fituation,  nor 
the  ftate  of  public  affairs  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  rendered  it  a  feafon  favourable 
to  the  accomplifhment  of  her  defigns 
in  any  extenfive  degree.  But  at 
all  events  fhe  would  not  give  up 
any  material  part  of  what  fhe  had 
gained ;  nor,  to  avoid  prefent  incon¬ 
venience,  admit  of  any  fuch  inno¬ 
vation,  as  might  intercept  her  prof- 
pedts,  and  prevent,  when  the  pro¬ 
per  feafon  arrived,  the  further  pro¬ 
secution  of  her  defigns. 

On  the  other  hand,  her  adverfary, 
feeling  himfelf  wrung  in  every  part 
by  the  conditions  and  confequences 
of  the  late  peace,  and  fully  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  evils  and  dangers 
already  produced  would,  inftead 
of  leffening,  every  day  increafe, 
thought  it  better,  without  regal'd  to 
comparative  eftimates  of  ftrength 
and  weaknefs,  to  put  every  thing  to 
the  hazard  of  war,  than  to  fubmit, 
without  an  effort,  for  the  fake  of  a 
fhort-lived  fecurity,  to  the  filentbut 
inevitable  approach  of  ruin,  under 
the  infidious  cover  of  peace.  The 
Porte  accordingly  captioufly  evad¬ 
ed,  or  peeviflily  refufed  a  compli¬ 
ance,  with  many  of  the  conditions, 
and  things  were  proceeding  faft  to 
the  laft  extremity.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  however,  on  both 
fides,  the  opportune  mediation  of 
France  could  not  be  an  unwelcome 
relief  to  either  :  mutual  coi>ceffions 
were  accordingly  made,  and  the  af¬ 
fair  was  patched  up  for  the  prefent. 

But  the  great  fource  of  difcord 
was  ftill  left  open.  The  pretended 
independency  of  the  Crimea  af¬ 
forded  fuch  an  opening  to  Ruftia 
into  the  very  heart  of  the  Turkifh 
empire,  and  fuch  opportunities  of 
[B]  4  inter* 
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Interference  with  the  various  Maho¬ 
metan  and  Chridian  Hates  which  had 
been  more  or  lefs  dependant  on  the 
PGrte  in  Europe  and  in  Aha,  that 
it  was  fcarcely  poflible  for  any  lad¬ 
ing  tranquillity  to  fubfjd;  between 
the  two  empires.  Though  the 
Tugkiih  Teas  had  at  length  been 
mod  unwillingly  opened  to  Ruffia, 
yet  the  mode  and  extent  of  that 
commerce,  the  regulations  to  which 
it  was  or  was  not  to  be  fubjeft,  the 
double  paflage  through  the  Bolpho- 
rus  and  Dardanelles,  whether  from 
the  Black  Sea  to  the  Mediterranean, 
or  from  the  Baltic  and  Ocean  to 
Condantinople  and  the  Black  Sea, 
with  the  trade  to  the  Greek  idands 
in  the  Archipelago,  and  the  defign- 
ed  impediments  thrown  in  by  the 
cudom-houfes,  afforded  all  together 
(and  all  aggravated  by  the  original 
ill-will  which  accompanied  the  con- 
cedion)  inexhaudible  fources  of  liti¬ 
gation  and  conted.  A  claim  made 
and  infided  on  by  Rudia,  of  efta- 
bl idling  confuls  in  the  three  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Moldavia,  Walachia,  and 
.Beifarabia,  was  exceedingly  griev¬ 
ous  to  the  Porte  ;  which  beddes  con- 
lid  ering  them  as  licenced  fpies,  was 
well  aware,  that  they  v/ould  aft  as 
agents  and  negociators  with  the 
Greek  princes  and  inhabitants  of 
the  two  former,  who  would  there¬ 
from  be  in  a  condant  date  of  pre¬ 
paration  for  rebellion. 

Under  thefe  circum dances  of  con¬ 
tinual  embarralfment  and  apparent 
danger  from  without,  the  celebrated 
Halfan  Bey,  the  captain  badiaw, 
(whofe  name  we  have  heretofore  had 
an  opportunity  of  mentioning,  with 
fame  part  of  that  refpeft  due  to  his 
gh  a  rafter)  was  indefatigable  in  his 
endeavours  to  curb  the  violences, 
and  to  redrain  the  dlforders,  to 
which  the  late  war  had  afforded 


birth  and  nurture,  and  which  had 
fpread  anarchy  and  defolation 
through  almod  every  part  of  the 
empire.  He  had  fucceeded  in  thefe 
attempts  beyond  whatever  could 
have  been  expefted,  from  the  for¬ 
lorn  date  of  the  Qttoman  affairs  at 
the  concluiion  of  the  war.  He  re¬ 
duced,  and  chadifed,  with  a  fe verity 
which,  confidering  their  enormities, 
could  not  be  deemed  illaudable,  the 
mod  powerful  rebels  of  the  empire  : 
he  refcued  the  celebrated  and  beau¬ 
tiful  province  of  the  Morea,  (the 
antient  Peloponnefus)  from  the 
cruel  invadon  of  the  Albanians ; 
he  cleared  the  coads  of  Syria  and 
the  Idler  Asia  of  thofe  defpots, 
whofe  petty  wars  and  ravages  had 
every  where  fpread  defolation  and 
ruin;  and  reilored  order,  quiet, 
and  fecurity  to  thofe  commercial 
regions.  But  his  mod  fignal  fef- 
vice,  and  which  abundantly  fhewjs 
(more  efpecial !y  as  he  had  not  the 
fortune  of  being  enlightened  by  a 
liberal  education)  pis  natural  mag¬ 
nanimity,  and  the  comprehenfive- 
nefs  of  his  mind,  was  his  over-rul- 
ing  in  council  the  deiign  of  exter¬ 
minating  the  Gieeks,  which  had 
been  intended  as  a  punidiment  for 
their  defection  in  the  late  war,  and 
to  prevent  dmilar  or  greater  dan¬ 
gers  in  future.  Not  fatisfied  with 
warding  off  that  fatal  blow,  he  ob- 
tained  a  general  amnedy  for  that 
people  ;  and  has  fmee  taken  care  to 
have  it  fo  faithfully  obferved,  as  is 
fuppofed  to  have  occaiioned  no 
fiptaij  change  in  their  difpontion. 
But  the  abilities  and  exertions  of 
that  great  commander  and  minider 
could  only  reach  to  the  correction  of 
fome  of  the  mod  glaring,  and  irq- 
mediately  dangerous  enormities. 

Notwith handing  the  treaty  of 
pacification  fp  lately  concluded, 

differences 
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differences  again  ran  high,  fo  early 
as  the  commencement  of  the  year 
178 1,  between  the  Porte  and  the 
court  of  Peterlburgh,  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  admitting  Ruffian  con- 
fuls  in  the  three  provinces  already 
mentioned ;  the  former  indeed 
wifhed  rather  to  evade,  than  abfo- 
lutely  to  refufe  a  compliance  ;  and 
is  faid  to  have  defeended  fo  far  as 
to  write  to  count  Panin,  requefting 
that  his  court  would  not  infill:  on  a 
ineafure,  which  was  fo  exceedingly 
irkfome  to  the  grand  fignior  him- 
felf,  as  well  as  to  the  divan.  This 
folicitation  did  not  produce  the  de- 
iired  effedl  ;  and  M.  de  Stachief, 
the  Ruffian  miniiter  at  the  Porte, 
Hill  continued  to  infill  that  that 
bulinefs  fhould  be  immediately 
fettled ;  obferving  that  his  court 
made  no  new  claims,  that  they 
only  demanded  a  compliance  with  a 
pofitive  article  of  the  late  treaty, 
and  with  refpett  to  that  they  would 
not  relax  a  tittle. 

The  death  of  the  grand  vizir, 
in  the  month  of  February,  1781, 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  cap¬ 
tain  balhaw  of  fuccefsfully  urging 
his  great  influence  with  the  empe¬ 
ror,  in  procuring  Yfed  Mehemet, 
the  governor  of  Erzerum,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  a  man  of  ability,  to  be 
appointed  his  fucceflor.  As  it  was 
about  two  months  before  the  new 
grand  vizir  could  arrive  to  take 
polfeffion  of  his  office,  it  was  filled 
up  by  the  captain  balhaw  in  the 
interim. 

After  long  difputes,  many  pe¬ 
remptory  demands,  and  fome  haugh¬ 
ty  anfwers,  which  feemed  tc  indi¬ 
cate  another  termination,  the  Turk- 
ilh  miniffers,  more  from  a  fenfe  of 
the  inability  of  the  Hate  for  war, 
than  from  pacific  difpofitions,  found 
if  neceflary,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
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year  1781,  not  only  to  give  up  the 
point  of  debate,  with  relpeft  to  the 
conluls,  but  to  fubmit  to  the  de-< 
grading  conceffion  of  facrificing  the 
Reis  Effendi,  who  is  the  miniiler  for 
foreign  affairs,  and  on  whom  it 
was  now  thought  proper  to  charge 
all  pall  difficulties,  as  well  as  thofe 
fpirited  replies  which  had  given  fo 
much  offence  to  Ruffia.  He  being 
accordingly  depofed,  a  formal  di¬ 
ploma  was  palled,  acknowledging 
and  receiving  Mr.  Lalkarcff  as 
conful  general  of  Ruffia,  with  li¬ 
berty  of  refiding  (which  had  before 
been  a  matter  of  much  debate)  at 
Bucharell,  Jalfy,  or  whatever  other 
part  of  the  three  provinces  he  might 
think  it  neceflary. 

This  conceffion,  however  morti- 
fying,  produced  but  a  Ihort  -lived 
effedl.  New  troubles  were  con¬ 
tinually  breaking'  forth  on  the  fide 
of  the  Crimea,  and  the  two  courts 
of  Conllantinople  and  Peterlburgh 
were  as  conffantly  embroiled  in  their 
confequences.  Sabin  Guerai,  the 
khan  who  had  been  placed  over  the 
Tartars  of  that  peninfula  by  the 
power  and  influence  of  Ruffia, 
whether  through  defe£l  of  fpirit, 
or  excefs  of  gratitude,  made  a  more 
ollentatious  difplay  of  his  attach¬ 
ment,  and  even  vaflalage,  than  was 
fuited  either  to  his  character  as 
khan,  or  to  that  of  the  people  whom 
he  pretended  to  govern  ;  nor  was 
it  entirely  confident  with  the  bead¬ 
ed  dilinterellednefs  of  that  court, 
which  had  difclaimed  all  views  upon 
the  Crimea,  excepting  the  fuppofed 
ellablifhment  and  fupport  of  its  in¬ 
dependency.  He  even  defeended 
fo  far,  as  to  accept  a  captain’s 
commiffion  in  the  emprefs’s  body 
guards. 

Thefe  things  were  ill  to  be  borne 
by  a  high-lpinted  people,  who  had 

*  W 
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In  all  ages  confidered  liberty  as  the 
Utoft  invaluable  of  human  bleffmgs. 
The  means  ufed  by  Ruffia  to  gain 
a  flrong  party  in  the  country,  to 
Support  their  khan,  could  only 
reach  to  a  limited  portion  of  the 
people  ;  but  a  great  majority  were 
flighty  diffatisfied  at  thefe  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  wilhed  to  be  again  go¬ 
verned  by  their  own  princes,  in 
their  own  way.  They  likewife  pre¬ 
ferred  a  connection  with  the  Otto¬ 
mans,  with  whom  they  had  been 
fo  lopg  u rated,  who  were  of  the 
fame  religion,  and  in  conjunction 
with  whom  they  had  partaken  of  fo 
much  glory  and  fpoil  in  war,  than 
with  a  nation,  which,  befides  being 
Chriltian,  they  had  been  in  the 
habit,  through  many  ages,  of  re¬ 
garding  either  with  contempt  or 
enmity. 

The  difcontented  party  were  en¬ 
couraged  and  fupported  by  the 
Tartars  of  the  Cuban,  as  well  as 
the  Nogais,  and  even  by  forne  of 
-the  more  diftant  nations  or  tribes 
of  that  people,  who  could  not  but 
be  alarmed  at  the  manner  in  which 
Ruflia  was  fpreading  her  influence 
and  authority  on  all  fldes,  and  ap- 
prehsnflve  of  becoming  victims  to 
her  power  and  deflgns  in  their  turn. 
Nor  will  it  be  imagined  that  the 
Forte  itfelf  did  not  fecretly  encou¬ 
rage  the  ill  difpofltion  of  this  peo¬ 
ple  to  Ruffia  and  to  her  khan ; 
efpecially  as  fhe  did  not  prevent 
feveral  of  her  Mahometan  fubjeCts, 
in  the  Afiatic  countries  bordering  on 
the  Black  Sea,  from  taking  an  open 
and  aCtive  part  in  the  enfuing  trou¬ 
bles  of  the  Crimea. 

The  devaluation  which  the  city  of 
Confantinople  fu flamed  by  fire,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year  1782,  has 
fcarcely  been  equalled.  Befides  fe¬ 
veral  preceding  Ioffes,  and  being 
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unufually  harafled  by  the  plague, 
on  the  23d  of  July  iri  the  evening 
a  fire  broke  out  in  the  quarter  called 
Ballatta,  which  was  moflly  inha¬ 
bited  by  Jews,  and  a  mofl  populous 
part  of  the  town.  The  wind  being 
high,  and  the  weather  for  fome  time 
preceding  very  dry,  it  fpread  with 
the  utmofl  rapidity,  and  threatened 
the  whole  city  with  deftruCUon. 
During  feventeen  hours  that  it  1  ail¬ 
ed,  the  grand  flgnior,  the  vizir, 
and  other  great  officers  of  ftate  were 
conflantly  on  horfeback,  uling  every 
exertion  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames,  and  to  animate  the  people 
to  their  duty.  The  number  of 
houfes  deftrcyed  was  calculated  at 
ten  thoufand,  befides  mofques, 
churches,  and  other  public  edi¬ 
fices. 

But  this  fire,  dreadful  as  it  was, 
feemed  only  a  preparatory  notice  to 
that  unfortunate  city  of  the  calamity 
to  which  it  was  immediately  dei- 
tined.  In  fomethirtg  fhort  of  a 
month,  about  ten  o’clock  at  night, 
on  the  2  2d  of  Auguft,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  quarter  called  Gibali, 
fltuated  towards  the  middle  of  the 
harbour  ;  and  this  being  enraged 
by  a  high  north  wind,  was  foon  ex¬ 
tended  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  baffled 
all  efforts  for  its  fuppreflion,  and 
feemed  to  put  an  end  to  all  hope. 
The  violence  and  intenfenefs  of  the 
fire  were  fo  great,  that  one  of  the 
largefl  and  flrongefl  palaces,  that  of 
the  aga  of  the  janiffaries,  totally 
difappeared  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes 
after  the  flames  had  reached  it. 

The  flames  proceeded  from  fea 
to  fea,  and  burned  the  interior  of 
the  feven  towers,  at  the  oppofite  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  city.  In  that  direc¬ 
tion  the  fire  raged  three  miles  in 
length,  through  the  richeft  and  bell 
inhabited  flreets,  carrying  a  front 
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©f  fometimes  a  mile  broad,  and 
fometimes  lefs,  as  the  irregular  hilly 
lituation  of  the  city  would  admit. 
It  then  branched  out  in  various  di¬ 
rections,  fo  that  there  Teemed  at 
one  time  no  lefs  than  eleven  diftinCt 
conflagrations.  Molt  of  thefe  were 
only  flopped  by  the  lea,  confuming 
the  very  wharfs,  and  every  thing  to 
the  water  edge.  A  great  but  un¬ 
known  number  of  people  perifhed  ; 
one  part  being  furrounded  and  in¬ 
tercepted  by  the  flames,  and  the 
other,  more  happily  throwing  them- 
felves  into  the  water,  to  efcape  a 
more  dreadful  fate. 

This  conflagration  (which  per¬ 
haps  has  not  been  exceeded  by  any 
recorded  in  hiflory)  continued  to 
rage  with  unremitting  fury  for 
fixty-two  hours  ;  the  wind  blowing 
fiercely  almofl  the  whole  time.  If 
the  damage  was  not  entirely  irrepa¬ 
rable,  it  was,  however,  impofiible 
to  afcertain,  in  any  degree,  the  a- 
mount  of  the  Ioffes.  The  fufferings 
and  diflrefs  of  above  two  hundred 
thoufand  people,  involved  at  once 
in  ruin  and  calamity,  and  left  with¬ 
out  refuge  or  ihelter  from  the  wea¬ 
ther,  would  ftill  lefs  admit  of  de- 
fcription.  It  was  fuppofed  that 
about  two-thirds  of  that  vaft  and  po¬ 
pulous  city  had  been  deflroyed  by 
the  late  and  the  prefent  fire ;  and 
that  above  40,000  houfes  then  lay 
in  ruins.  The  deftruCtion  of  public 
edifices  was  proportioned  to  that  of 
private  buildings.  All  the  cham¬ 
bers  of  the  janiffaries,  above  50 
molques,  300  corn-mills,  and  200 
public  ovens,  were  deflroyed.  The 
lofs  of  a  nurriber  of  great  magazines 
fiored  with  provifions  (a  vaft  fupply 
of  which  is  always  neceffarily  kept 
in  hand  to  prevent  the  danger  of  a 
fynws  in  that  overgrown  metre- 
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polis)  was  among  the  evils  moft  fen- 
iibly  and  immediately  felt. 

The  direction  of  the  wind  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  favourable  to  the  ferag- 
lio,  and  to  what  might  be  confidered 
as  the  government  quarter  of  the 
city,  which  accordingly  efcaped  the 
defolation.  The  grand  flgnior, 
and  all  the  minifters  of  the  Porte* 
attended,  and  diftributed  money 
without  count  to  the  people.  The? 
faft  of  the  Ramazan  was  fufpended, 
and  every  fubfequent  meafure  pur- 
fued,  which  could  afford  relief,  or 
even  fatisfaltion  to  the  people. 

But  the  public  fermentation  was. 
too  extreme  to  be  eafily  allayed. 
The  repeated  misfortunes  and  pre¬ 
fent  miferies  of  the  people  feemed 
infupportable.  A  revolution  had 
been  the  ufual  confequence  of  much, 
lefs  fevere  and  afflicting  trials  ;  and 
though  the  good  qualities  and  po¬ 
pularity  of  the  grand  lignior,  along 
with  the  firmnefs  of  the  captain 
bafhaw,  might  poffibly  enable  them 
to  weather  the  danger,  it  was  how¬ 
ever  neceffary  to  hold  out  home  ob- 
jeCl  of  blame  to  the  people,  on 
which  they  might  vent  their  ill- 
humour.  The  facrifice  of  an  un¬ 
fortunate  minifter,  however  blame- 
lefs  or  deferving,  is  indeed  the  great 
refource  of  defpotic  governments  in 
cafes  of  great  public  difeontent. 
Happy  is  it  thought  when  the  victim 
is  accepted  as  •  whole  offering. 

Yfed  Mehemet  was  accordingly 
depofed  from  his  office  of  grand 
vizir,  in  two  days  after  the  fire  had 
been  fubdued ;  and  Jeian  Mehemet, 
a  man,  at  leaft  of  equal,  if  not  fu- 
perior  abilities,  and  more  fortunate, 
was  appointed  his  fucceffor.  The 
late  minifter  pafied  through  the  or¬ 
deal  of  removal  with  more  impunity, 
than  had  been  ufually  experienced 
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in  fuch  eircumftances.  He  was  only 
fent  in  exile  to  Demotica,  without 
any  mark  of  ill-will  or  reprobation 
whatever.  Though  we  have  no  par¬ 
ticular  information  on  the  fubjedt, 
it  ieems  highly  probable,  that  the 
prefent  appointment  proceeded  from 
the  fame  influence  which  procured 
the  former.  The  unufual,  and, 
perhaps  in  that  court,  unequalled 
cordiality,  which  conftantly  prevail¬ 
ed  between  the  new  grand  vizir 
and  the  captain  bafnaw,  and  the 
equal  part  which  they  ever  conti¬ 
nued  to  take,  in  their  endeavours  to 
correct  the  abufes,  and  to  reftore  the 
affairs  of  the  empire,  ferve  ftrongly 
to  countenance  this  opinion. 

The  late  calamity  was  little  cal¬ 
culated  to  encourage  the  hate  to 
undertake,  or  to  enable  it  to  main¬ 
tain,  a  war  ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  caufes  for  war  were  multiplying, 
and  its  appearances,  on  more  fides 
than  one,  fufiiciently  menacing. 
The  troubles  in  the  Crimea  were 
sdfen  to  their  utmoft  pitch.  The 
revolted  Tartars  had  eletled  a  new 
Than.  A  civil  war  enfued.  1  hat 
beautiful,  and  lately  populous  coun¬ 
try,  became  a  fcene  of  defolation 
and  blood .  Sabin  Guerai  was  work¬ 
ed,  and  his  party  at  length  reduced 
almoft  to  nothing.  This  was  the 
very  ftate;  of  things  which  Ruffia  un¬ 
doubtedly  wiflied,  and  had  all  along 
fought  for.  She  had  now  a  pre¬ 
tence  for  fending-  her  forcesinto  the 
Crimea,  to  fypport  what  fhe  repre- 
fented  as  the  i;eal  prince,  again  ft 
rebels  and  an  ufurper.  The  con- 
feq aehces  were  eaftly  forefeen .  The 
Tartars,  torn  to  pieces  among  them- 
felves',  notwithftanding  the  aid  they 
received  from  without,  were  little 
able  to  withftand  the  regular  forces, 
and  unabating  exertions  of  the  Ruf¬ 


fians.  In  thefe  circumftances  they 
turned  their  eyes,  and  directed  all 
their  hopes  to  the  Porte,  as  their 
laft  refuge. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  court  qf 
Peterfburgh  highly  relented  the 
conduct  of  the  Porte,  to  which  it  at¬ 
tributed  all  the  troubles  of  the  Cri¬ 
mea.  It  charged  them  with  fo¬ 
menting  the  difcontents,  and  being 
the  author  of  the  revolt  in  that 
country  ;  with  luffering  and  encou¬ 
raging  their  fubjedls  in  Natolia  \o 
take  a  diredt  and  adtive  part  in  the 
war  ;  and  with  inftigating  other 
Tartar  tribes  and  nations,  both  to 
an  interference  in  thofe  troubles, 
and  to  commit  many  irregularities 
elfe where,  particularly  on  the  fide 
of  Caucafus.  Strong  remonftrances 
on  thefe  fubjedls  were  backed  by 
the  march  of  Ruffian  armies  towards 
the  frontiers  ,  by  the  forming  of  ma¬ 
gazines,  and  by  all  the  preparations 
for  war.  Similar  meaiures  were 
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neceffarily  adopted  on  the  other  fide, 
fo  that  a  rupture  between  the  two 
powers  feemed  inevitable. 

Rut  another  great  neighbour,  who 
could  fcarcply  be  deemed  lefs  dan¬ 
gerous,  and  was  not  much  difpofed 
to  be  lefs  troublefome  than  Ruffia, 
was  deftined  to  involve  the  Ottoman 
empire  frill  deeper  in  embarrafs- 
ment  and  difficulty.  The  emperor 
pf  Germany,  at  the  fume  time  that 
he  was  difmantlinp*  the  celebrated 

O 

fcrtreffes  on  his  wpftern  borders,  was 
affiduoufly  engaged,  without  fparing 
labour  or  expence,  in  enlarging  and 
increafmg  thofe  on  his  eaftern  fron¬ 
tiers.  Every  thing  military,  all 
the  dread!  ul  apparatus  of  war,  were 
transferred  to  the  Drave,  the  Savp, 
and  the  Danube.  The  garrifons 
were  replenifhed,  lines  formed  and 
filled  with  troops,  and  thyfe  great 

river* 
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vers  covered  with  artillery,  am- 
unition,  and  provifion  for  the  ma- 
azines. 

The  long  truce  between  the  Porte 
id  the  court  of  Vienna  was  on  the 
aint  of  expiring  ;  and,  in  the  pre- 
:nt  date  of  their  affairs,  there  was 
nthing  the  former  wilhed  for  more 
lan  a  renewal  of  the  truce,  except- 
ig  only  the  conclufion  of  a  foiid 
sace,  upon  fnch  conditions  as 
light  be  capable  of  preventing  fu- 
lre  differences,  and  of  fecuring 
ir  a  long  time  their  tranquillity  on 
lat  fide.  They  accordingly  pro¬ 
ofed  fending  an  extraordinary  em- 
affiy  for  this  purpofe  to  Vienna  ; 
ut  the  emperor,  who  had  other 
iews,  found  means  to  evade  the 
ropofal.  That  politic  prince,  de- 
=rmining  to  be  governed  in  his 
onduht  by  future  contingencies,  was 
ot  at  ail  difpofed,  for  prefent  mo- 
erate  advantages,  to  give  up  the 
rofpedl  of  obtaining  much  greater, 
dien  a  proper  time  and  feafon 
lierht  arrive.  He  was  befides  fo 
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lofely  linked  with  Ruffia,  and  their 
iews  being  directed  to  one  objedl, 
/hich  was,  however,  of  fo  vail  a 
lagnitude,  as  to  afford  full  room 
or  the  enterprize  and  ambition  of 
>oth,  little  doubt  can  be  entertain- 
d,  but  that  plans  of  future  opera- 
ion  and  arrangement,  fuited  to  pro- 
iable  contingencies  and  circum- 
lances,  had  already  been  mutually 
oncerted. 

However  that  was,  the  emperor 
:ept  the  bufinefs  of  renewing  the 
ruce,  or  concluding  a  treaty  of 
jeace,  at  a  dilfance.  It  was  held 
[Lit  in  general  terms  by  his  minif- 
brs,  that  for  that  purpofe  a  new 
ernarcation  of  limits  would  be  in- 
ifpenlably  neccffary  ;  that  a  refto- 
ation  of  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the 
eflions  made  bv  the  court  of  Vi- 
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enna,  in  the  treaty  of  Belgrade, 
would  be  expedled  ;  and  that  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Danube,  and 
of  the  Black  Sea,  were  objects  fo 
much  at  heart,  that  they  could  not 
by  any  means  be  overlooked.  In 
the  mean  time,  preparations  for 
war  were  carried  on  with  as  much 
vigour  in  Hungary,  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  countries,  as  if  it  had  been 
a  matter  determined  on  ;  and  no 
doubt  could  remain  on  the  fide  of 
the  Porte,  but  that  a  rupture  with 
Ruffia  muff  inevitably  be  attended 
by  a  war  with  the  emperor. 

Under  thefe  difeouraging  circum- 
ffances,  and  the  fate  of  the  empire 
feeming  to  hang  upon  the  relult, 
the  Divan  fpent  eight  fucceffiv-e 
days,  in  the  month  of  September 
1782,  debating  on  the  queffion  of 
a  war  with  Ruffia.  The  ruinous 
confequences  of  that  power’s  fuc- 
ceeding  in  her  defigns  upon  the 
Crimea  ;  of  the  naval  ftrength 
which  the  excellent  harbours,  and 
the  commerce  of  that  peninfula, 
would  place  in  her  hands  ;  of  the 
prodigious  addition  to  her  power  by 
land  (already  too  great)  which  her 
fwaliowing  up  all  the  nations  of 
Tartars  between  the  Cafpian,  the 
Black  Sea,  the  Borifihenes,  and  the 
Danube,  and  their  being  involved 
in  the  common  mafs  of  her  fub- 
je£ls,  would  occafkm  ;  were  all  fully 
undcrflood,  and  Bated,  as  well  as 
many  other  evils  and  dangers. 

The  temper  and  difpofition  of 
their  own  people  werelikewile  mat¬ 
ters  of  confideration.  The  Turks 
in  genera],  and  more  particularly 
the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis, 
incapable  of  knowing  or  compre¬ 
hending  the  true  Hate  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  and  the  real  fituation  of  the 
empire,  attributed  all  that  apparent 
degradation,  of  which  they  were  too 
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fenfible,  to  the  want  of  ability  or 
fpirit  in  their  governors.  The  light 
of  the  Ruffian  Hag  flying  in  their 
narrow  feas  and  channels,  was  as 
grievous  as  it  was  novel ;  the  haugh¬ 
ty  commanding  language  held  upon 
every  occaflon  by  the  miniliers  of 
that  povyer,  was  intolerably  galling 
to  the  T urkifh  pride  ;  and  as  they 
felt  greatly  for  the  fufferings  and 
©ppreffion  of  the  Tartars,  they  were 
exceedingly  interefted  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Crimea,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
new  Khan.  The  great  marine  which 
Ruffia  was  forming  at  Cherfon  (a 
new  port  near  the  mouth  of  the  Bo- 
sifthenes,  on  the  Black  Sea)  was 
likewife  among  the  cogent  reafons 
for  immediate  war  ;  that  event,  it 
was  laid,  mull,  at  no  great  diflance 
of  time,  inevitably  take  place  ;  and 
it  was  better  to  encounter  the  dan¬ 
ger  while  the  enemy  continued  weak 
en  one  element,  than  to  wait  till  he 
became  irrefiffible  both  by  fea  and 
land.  The  public,  accordingly, 
loudly  cried  for  war ;  and  it  has 
ever  been  dangerous  to  govern¬ 
ment,  in  that  country,  to  oppofe  the 
general  fenfe  of  the  people. 

To  all  thefe  powerful  motives  and 
reafons  for  entering  into  a  war  (the 
validity  of  which  could  not  be  de¬ 
puted)  one  fhort  but  irrefiflible  ar¬ 
gument  was  to  be  oppofed.  This 
was  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs,  which  rendered  the  hate 
fo  far  incapable  of  entering  into  a 
war  (even  with  one  of  her  formida¬ 
ble  enemies)  upon  any  rational 
ground  of  advantage,  that  fhe  would, 
on  the  contrary,  ruih  into  it  under 
the  difmal  impreffion  of  inevitable 
Tuin.  That  neither  their  naval  nor 
land  forces  were  yet  in  a  condition, 
in  any  degree,  to  warrant  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  a  trial.  That  although  the 
captain  baihaw  had  with  wonderful 


perfeverance  and  induffry,  in  fome 
degree,  created  a  new  marine,  and 
had  made  great  improvements,  as 
well  in  the  confirmation  of  the  fhips, 
as  in  the  manner  of  working  and 
fighting  them,  and  in  the  nature 
and  management  of  their  artillery, 
yet  that  great  work  was  flill  far 
from  being  brought  to  perfection, 
and  would  require  farther  time, 
along  with  all  his  application  and 
abilities,  for  its  accomplilhment. 
That  flmilar  objections,  but  with 
much  greater  force,  were  applicable 
with  refpeCt  to  the  Hate  of  their  ar¬ 
mies."  That  the  great  reforms  in 
the  difeipline  of  the  troops,  which 
were  now  in  aCt  as  well  as  in  prof- 
peCt,  though  conducted  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  grand  fignior  him- 
felf,  and  fupported  by  all  the  powers 
of  government,  were  yet  of  a  nature 
which  forbad  their  being  compaffed 
of  a  fudden.  That  improvements 
of  fuch  magnitude,  with  fuch  num- 
berlefs  difficulties  to  encounter,  and 
in  the  execution  of  which  they  muff 

*N  » 

rely  entirely  upon  the  affiftance  of 
foreigners,  muff  require  long  time 
and  long  patience  for  the  accom- 
plifhment.  And  that  furely  they 
did  not  want  fore  and  recent  expe¬ 
rience  to  be  informed,  that  no  va¬ 
lour  could  enable  their  armies,  in 
the  prefent  ffate  of  their  arms  and 
difeipline,  to  withftand  European 
forces  in  the  field.  That  it  was 
therefore  more  wife  and  eligible  to 
fubmit  to  prefent  lofs,  and  even 
difgrace,  however  grievous  that 
was,  under  the  hope  of  the  future^ 
good  effed  of  thefe  meafures,  and 
of  a  more  fortunate  conjunction  of 
things,  than  in  a  fit  of  mad  and  im¬ 
potent  vexation  to  precipitate  the 
empire  into  deffruCtion.  That  the 
Tartars  were  a  people  eaflly  fub- 
du?d  ;  but  that  it  had  ever  been 

found 
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found  exceedingly  difficult  to  retain 
them  long  in  fubje&ion  ;  and  that 
whenever  the  proper  and  fortunate 
feafon  arrived,  they  would  return 
with  the  greated  joy,  and  with  re¬ 
newed  zeal  and  affe&ion,  to  the 
arms  of  their  old  and  natural  friends 
and  prote&ors. 

Thefe  arguments  being  firmly 
fupported  by  the  grand  vizir,  the 
captain  bafhaw,  and  the  mufti, 
they  at  length  brought  over  the 
greater  number,  who  had  been  ad¬ 
vocates  for  war,  to  their  opinion. 
It  was  accordingly  determined  to 
leave  the  affairs  of  the  Crimea  to 
take  their  own  courfe  ;  to  dilavow 
any  pad  interference  of  government 
in  that  bufinefs ;  and  to  attribute  to 
the  zeal  of  individuals  for  their  re¬ 
ligion,  and  a  drong  attachment  to 
the  Tartars,  whom,  from  long  ha¬ 
bits  of  connexion,  they  confidered 
nearly  as  the  fame  people  with  them- 
felves,  thecondud  of  fuch  of  their 
Turkilh  fubjedts,  whether  in  Nato- 
lia,  or  elfewhere,  as  had  taken  any 
part  in  the  troubles  :  but  while 
thefe  indances  of  condefcenfion,  and 
a  love  of  tranquillity,  were  given  on 
their  fide,  fully  to  reprefent  the  im¬ 
propriety  in  the  conduit  of  Ruifia, 
and  to  fhew  that  the  Tartars,  hav¬ 
ing  been  declared  independent  by 
the  late  treaty,  were  to  be  confidered 
as  abfolute  mafters  of  their  own  con¬ 
duit,  with  refpeit  to  the  electing  or 
depofing  of  their  fovereigns ;  that 
no  neighbouring  power  could  have 
the  fmailed  pretence  of  right  for  in¬ 
terfering  in  either  cafe  ;  but  that  if 
the  reverfe  were  even  admitted,  the 
conduit  of  the  depofed  Khan,  in 
endeavouring  to  overthrow  the  laws 
and  conftitutions  of  his  country, 
•ould  not  be  fupported  upon  any 
principle  of  judice.  It  was  at  the 
fame  time  determined*  that  the 


Porte  fhould,  by  the  dronged  re~ 
mondrances,  and  by  every  other 
meafure  Ihort  of  war,  endeavour  to 
prevent  Ruffia  from  making  any 
permanent  fettlement  in  the  Cri¬ 
mea,  and  from  converting,  under 
the  pretence  of  garrifons,  any  of  the 
principal  harbours  and  fortreffes  to 
her  own  ufe.  It  was  likewife  agreed 
upon  to  make  a  propoial  to  the  court 
of  Peter  (burgh,  of  referring  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  difference  between  the  two 
empires,  including  the  affairs  of  the 
Crimea,  to  the  arbitration  of  fome 
Chridian  power,  who  fhould  be  mu¬ 
tually  chofen  by  the  parties,  and 
whofe  determination  fhould  be  con- 
clufive. 

Though  thefe  pacific  meafures 
were  directly  contrary  to  the  wifhea 
of  the  public,  and  that  the  continual 
fight  and  contemplation  of  the  ruins 
of  their  houfes  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  alone  to  have  excited  the 
highed  ferment  among  the  popu¬ 
lace  ;  yet  through  the  popularity  of 
the  grand  fignior,  with  the  vigour 
and  firmnefs  of  his  principal  minif- 
ters,  not  only  no  convuliion  what¬ 
ever  took  place,  but  a  degree  of 
quiet  and  order  was  preferved,  un¬ 
exampled  in  that  city,  under  any 
circumdances  of  irritation  and  dis¬ 
content,  approaching  even  in  a  re¬ 
mote  degree  to  thefe  which  prevail¬ 
ed  at  prefent. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fury  of  the 
plague,  which,  through  the  Summer 
and  autumn  of  the  year  1782  had 
mod  cruelly  ravaged  all  the  Tartar 
and  T urkifh  countries  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Rufiia  and  Poland,  had 
ferved  to  redrain  the  no  lefs  cruel 
ravages  of  war  ;  and  in  particular 
had  greatly  checked  the  operation  of 
the  Ruffian  armies,  who  were  much 
more  intent  on  guarding  againd  the 
approaches  of  that  fell  enemy,  than 

on 
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on  gratifying  ambition  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  any  other. 

Before  the  effect  of  the  late  pa¬ 
cific  counfels  could  be  known,  the 
Porte  had  the  mortification  to  dis¬ 
cover,  that  the  impatience  and 
haughtinefs  of  its  great  neighbours 
were  too  extreme,  to  admit  of  their 
liftening,  to  arguments,  or  waiting 
the  flow  refplt  of  negociations.  The 
Emperor  of  Germany  now  pulled 
off  the  mafk,  and  avowed  his  deter¬ 
mination  of  fupporting  all  the  claims 
and  pretenfions  of  Ruffia,  as  well  as 
his  own  ;  and  the  engagements  be¬ 
tween  both  were  declaredly  reci¬ 
procal.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1782  two  very  ftrong,  and,  as 
they  were  called,  fpirited  memo¬ 
rials,  were  prefented  from  the  courts 
of  Peterlburgh  and  Vienna  ;  in 
which,  befides  other  things,  it  was 
peremptorily  infilled,  that  the  Porte 
fliould  not  in  future,  under  any  pre¬ 
tence,  intermeddle  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Tartars  ;  that  the  privileges  of 
the  two  provinces  of  Moldavia  and 
Walachia  fliould  not  be  infringed  ; 
and  that  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Black  Sea  and  the  Archipelago 
fliould  not  in  any  manner  be  ob- 
ftrufted.  The  confequences  of  a 
failure  with  refpedt  to  thefe  demands 
could  not  be  more  fully  explained 
than  they  already  were,  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  armies  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  and  of  the  vafi:  preparations 
for  war  which  had  been  made  by 
both  the  parties. 

The  part  which  necefiity  com¬ 
pelled  the  Porte  to  take  had  been 
already  decided  in  her  own  coun¬ 
cils  ;  but  it  was  neceffary  to  pre- 
ferve  fome  appearances  of  dignity. 
Every  preparation  was  made  as  if 
war  had  been  determined  upon  ; 
and  fome  of  the  Turkifh  officers 
upon  the  emperor’s  frontiers*  in 
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their  eagernefs  for  that  event,  and 
perhaps  miltaking  thefe  appearances 
for  realities,  committed  fome  irre-* 
gularities  which  afforded  room  for 
complaint.  The  Porte  likewife* 
defperate  as  its  circumltances  were* 
gave  an  immediate  infiance  of  fpi- 
rit,  in  the  ptmilhriient  of  one  of  its 
officers  or  vaffals.  The  hofpodar 
of  Walachia  was  long  known  to  be 
ftrongly  attached  to  the  Ruffian  in- 
tereft  ;  and  was  likewife  fufpedled, 
probably  with  jultice,  of  keeping 
up  a  private,  but  conllant  correfpon- 
dence  with  that  people.  Two  of 
his  fons,  fome  time  before,  had  made 
a  feeming  efcape,  as  if  purfued  by 
enemies,  from  their  father’s  court, 
and  fled  to  Vienna.  With  all  thefe 
unfavourable  circumftances,  the  pro  - 
pofition  in  the  late  memorials,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  privileges  of  that  pro¬ 
vince,  was  fuppofed  to  originate 
from,  and  partly  to  relate  to  this 
man.  However  thefe  things  were, 
the  hofpodar  was  condemned  to  the 
bow-ilring,  in  a  few  days  after  the 
memorials  had  been  prefented.  It 
is  little  to  be  doubted  but  that  he 
hoped,  in  cafe  a  new  arrangement 
of  territorial  dominion  fliould  take 
place,  that  the  principality  might* 
upon  certain  conditions,  be  render¬ 
ed  hereditary  in  his  family.  A11 
idea  probably  as  problematical,  as 
any  he  could  pofiibly  have  enter¬ 
tained. 

This  adl  of  feverlty  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  one,  which,  with  regard  to 
juilice,  humanity,  and  benevolence, 
did  great  honour  to  the  perfonai 
character  of  the  grand  fignior. 
The  numerous  profelytes  from  the 
Armenian  profeffion  of  Chrifiianity, 
which  the  induftry  of  the  clergy  and 
miffionaries  of  the  Latin  church 
confiantly  made,  had  ever  been  con- 
fidered  as  an  intolerable  grievance 
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by  the  bigotted  members,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  metropolitans  of  the 
former ;  who  regarded  the  Chrif- 
tians  of  the  Catholic  communion 
with  much  greater  abhorrence  than 
they  did  the  Mahometans,  or  any 
race  of  infidels,  among  whom  they 
were  fcattered.  The  effects  of  this 
mortal  antipathy  have  ever  been  dis¬ 
played,  in  every  part  of  Alia,  even 
to  the  remote!!  Eall,  where  the  Ar¬ 
menian  clergy  had  Sufficient  influ¬ 
ence  with  the  government,  either  to 
raife  a  perfection,,  or  to  procure 
any  other  means  of  obftrufting  the 
progrefs  of  their  fellow  Chriftians. 

The  prefent  patriarch  of  that 
church,  befides  being  blinded  by 
his  fanaticifm,  being  by  nature  ex- 
ceffively  cruel,  carried  on  a  persecu¬ 
tion  again!!  his  unfortunate  coun¬ 
trymen,  the  Catholic  Armenians, 
which  Served,  in  Some  degree,  to 
recal  the  memory  of  thofe  that  had 
diftinguiflied  the  early  ages  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  It  Seems  that  this  man, 
being  enabled  to  make  large  pre¬ 
sents  to  Some  of  the  minifters,  had 
acquired  Such  interefl:  at  court,  that 
his  wretched  countrymen,  being  no 
objects  of  concern  with  them  (and 
it  being  befides  a  general  maxim  of 
that  government,  never  to  interfere 
in  the  religious  difputes  of  Chrif¬ 
tians)  were  abandoned  entirely  to 
his  mercy.  The  gallies,  and  the 
moll  infectious  dungeons,  were  filled 
with  thefe  miserable  people ;  where 
his  influence  Still  following  them, 
they  were  continually  beaten  and 
tormented  by  their  inhuman  makers 
or  keepers,  who  were  happy  to  be 
paid  for  gratifying  their  native  and 
habitual  cruelty  :  at  the  Same  time, 
that  thofe  of  condition  and  opulence 
were  glad  to  fly  their  country,  and 
abandon  a  great  part  of  their  ef- 
Vol.  XXVII. 
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fedls,  in  order  to  efcape  the  perse¬ 
cution. 

One  of  the  Cnriftian  minifiers  re¬ 
sident  at  the  Porte,  touched  with  the 
calamities  of  thefe  people,  thought 
thefe  tranfa&ions  So  inconfiftent  with 
the  natural  beneficence  of  the  grand 
fignior’s  mind,  and  his  abhorrence 
of  all  manner  of  cruelty,  that,  well 
judging  the  perfecution  was  carried 
on  without  his  knowledge,  he  took 
an  opportunity  of  laying  a  full  Hate 
of  all  the  particulars  before  him. 
Nothing  could  exceed  the  aftoni fo¬ 
ment  and  regret  foevvn  by  the  em¬ 
peror  upon  this  information.  He 
immediately  iflued  an  order,  that 
the  unhappy  victims  Should  be  re- 
flored  to  their  liberty,  and  ample 
Satisfaction  made  for  their  effects  ; 
and,  not  Satisfied  with  curing  the 
prefent  evil,  he  iflued  an  ordinance, 
forbidding  that  any  perfon  what¬ 
ever  fhould  in  future  be  perfected, 
in  any  part  of  the  Turkifo  empire, 
on  account  of  religious  principles  ; 
and  declaring,  that  he  would  have 
the  Roman  Catholics  particularly 
refpeCted,  and  that  they  foould  en¬ 
joy  in  theifulleft  manner  the  liberty 
of  exercifing  their  religion. 

The  pacific  difpofition  of  the 
Porte,  and  the  terms  propofed  in 
confequence  of  it,  were  of  no  avail 
in  bringing  about,  an  accommoda¬ 
tion  with  her  two  great  and  ambi¬ 
tious  neighbours.  Their  demands 
appeared  So  exorbitant,  that  it  be¬ 
came  a  queftion,  even  with  the  wife 
and  moderate,  whether  it  were  not 
better  at  once  to  put  every  thing 
to  the  hazard,  than  to  be  trained  on 
through  degrading  conceffions  to  a 
ftate  of  imbecility,  which  would 
net  leave  them  the  means  or  power 
of  even  rendering  their  fall  glorious. 
The  demands  made  by  Ruffia  were 
[C]  '  Said 
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faid  to  be  no  lefs  than  the  full  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Crimea,  the  ide  of  Ta¬ 
man,  the  Cuban,  and  Budziac  Tar¬ 
tary,  with  the  fortrefs  of  Qckza- 
covv,  and  other  ceffiohs  of  lefs  im¬ 
portance.  On  the  part  of  the  em¬ 
peror,  befides  fmalier  matters,  was 
required  the  full  reffitution  of  all 
that  had  been  ceded  by  the  treaty 
of  Belgrade,  including  that  city  it- 
ielf,  with  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
provinces  of  Walachia,  Servia,  and 
Bofnia  ;  thefe  editions  to  be  follow¬ 
ed  by  fuch  a  demarcation  of  limits, 
as  would  afford  a  fatisfaftcry  fron¬ 
tier  for  their  future  fecurity ;  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Danube,  and 
of  the  Turkilh  feas,  being  in  all 
cafes  to  be  confidered  as  a  prelimi¬ 
nary,  from  which  there  was  no  re¬ 
ceding. 

All  fides  prepared  for  the  mod 
decifive  hoilility,  and  the  prepara¬ 
tions  were  immenfe  on  all.  The 
year  17  S3  accordingly  exhibited 
fuch  an  apparatus  of  war  on  the 
northern  and  eaftern  borders  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  as  had  never  before  been  be¬ 
held,  even  in  thofe  martial  regions. 
The  Danube  groaned,  through  the 
better  part  of  his  courfe,  under  the 
weight  of  the  prodigious  artillery, 
and  the  immenfe  quantities  of  am¬ 
munition  and  provision,  which  the 
emperor  forwarded  from  his  here¬ 
ditary  dates  to  the  frontiers.  The 
troops  which  he  had  already  in  Hun¬ 
gary,  and  the  adjoining  provin¬ 
ces,  were  edi mated  at  more  than 
3  30,000,  and  others  were  advancing 
from  different  quarters.  The  ar¬ 
tillery  which  he  now  fent  to  fron¬ 
tiers  that  were  at  all  times  well  pro¬ 
vided  with  that  article,  was  efti- 
inated  at  more  than  1500  pieces. 
Indefatigable  in  all  his  purfuits,  he 
vifited  Hungary  and  the  adjoining- 


provinces  early  in  the  dimmer,  and 
examined  perlonally  the  date  of  the 
garrifons,  magazines,  lines,  and  ar¬ 
mies. 

The  Ruffian  forces  were  at  the 
fame  time  advancing  through  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  Poland,  and  through 
all  the  countries  from  the  Don  to 
the  Nieper,-  towards  the  feene  of 
addon.  Their  preparations  were, 
as  ufual,  immenfe  ;  that  govern¬ 
ment  never  hedtating  at  any  ex¬ 
pence,  with  refpedd  to  labour,  men, 
or  the  means  of  fupply  in  war. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Porte  had 
drawn  great  bodies  of  their  Afiatic 
troops  into  Europe  ;  fo  that  their 
armies  on  the  frontiers,  or  the  ap¬ 
proach  to  them,  already  exceeded 
130,000  men.  Their  Janiffaries 
and  European  troops  were  in  good 
condition  ;  and  their  armies  in  ge¬ 
neral  were  better  provided,  and 
upon  a  much  better  footing,  than 
they  had  been  in  the  late  war. 
They  had  procured  a  great  number 
of  European  officers,  particularly 
French,  to  come  into  their  fervice  ; 
among  thefe  were  feveral  engineers, 
and  they  were  indefatigable  in  the 
improvement  of  their  artillery,  and 
in  endeavouring  to  introduce  the 
European  modes  of  difeipline, 
cloathing,  and  arms,  in  their  ar¬ 
mies.  The  Janiffaries  and  foldiers 
fnewed,upon  this  occafion,  a  docility 
which  had  never  been  expected 
front,  them  :  indeed  the  bigotry  and 
prejudices  even  of  the  common,  peo¬ 
ple  were  vifibly  wearing  away  ;  fo 
powerful  are  the  effects  which  mif- 
fortktnes,  joined  with  the  example 
of  their  rulers,  can  produce  in  the 
manners  and  tempers  of  men. 

The  captain  bafhaw,  who  was  the 
life  of  all  their  military  improve¬ 
ments,  as  well  by  land  as  on  his 
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Own  element,  had  formed  Such  a 
marine  on  the  Black  Sea,  as  to  be 
far  Superior  to  the  Ruffian  naval 
force  in  that  quarter.  He  had  like- 
wife  a  considerable  fleet  for  the  Ar¬ 
chipelago  and  Mediterranean  Ser¬ 
vice  ;  but  that  was  the  Ottoman 
weak  fide  ;  and  they  feemed  to  dread 
Ruffia  more  there  than  on  any  other. 

A  treaty  of  fome  fort  or  other,  but 
whether  of  commerce,  alliance,  or 
both,  we  are  not  well  informed,  was 
about  this  time  concluded  between 
Spain  and  the  Porte.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  drongly  reported,  that  the 
great  objed  of  this  treaty  on  one 
lide,  was  an  engagement  entered 
into  by  the  other,  that  no  Ruffian 
fleet,  beyond  a  certain  Specified 
number,  fhould  in  future  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter  the  Mediterranean 
on  terms  of  hostility.  However 
this  may  be,  the  Porte,  Surrounded 
almoft  as  fhe  was  by  her  formidable 
enemies,  had  Still  one  confolation  in 
referve.  She  knew,  that  as  France 
was  now  difengaged  from  the  war 
with  England,  fhe  would  not  be 
abandoned  to  abfolute  dedrudion 
by  all  the  weftern  powers.  Nor 
was  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  or  even  Sweden,  could 
have  been  Silent  or  inadive  fpeda- 
tors  of  So  great  an  acceflion  of  pow¬ 
er,  as  the  Spoils  of  the  Ottoman  em¬ 
pire  would  afford,  to  their  already 
too  formidable  neighbours.  At  all 
events,  the  Porte  prepared  vigo- 
roufly  for  war. 

No  details  being  given  by  thoSe 
who  have  the  only  means  of  accurate 
information  of  the  tranfadions  on 
the  Side  of  Crimea,  and  the  differ¬ 
ent  Tartaries,  it  is  exceedingly  dif¬ 
ficult  to  form  any  thing  like  a  con- 
neded  narrative,  from  Scraps  of  in¬ 
formation  occasionally  picked  up, 
and  where,  being  frequently  left 


entirely  in  the  dark,  the  events  can 
only  be  explained  by  their  more 
driking  and  public  confequences. 

It  appears  upon  the  whole,  from 
this  Sort  of  lights,  that  the  Ruffians 
had,  in  Some  part  of  the  preceding 
year,  entirely  defeated  the  new 
Khan  of  the  Crimea,  and  obliged 
him  to  abandon  the  peninfula  ;  that 
his  pdrty  were  either  difperfed  or 
Subdued  ;  and  that  the  conquerors 
had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  al! 
the  considerable  fortreffes  and  ports 
of  that  country.  That,  befides  Sub¬ 
duing  the  Cuban,  and  other  neigh¬ 
bouring  Tartars*  they  had  extended 
their  power  over  no  Small  part  of 
the  mountains  of  Caucafus,  towards 
the  borders  of  Georgia  and  Arme¬ 
nia,  the  petty  ftates  in  thofe  parts 
becoming  their  vaffals,  under  the 
name  of  receiving  their  protedion. 
That  Solomon,  the  Chridian  prince 
of  Mingrelia,  being  reilored  to  his 
principality  by  their  affidance,  fub- 
mitted  to  the  fame  date  of  vaffa- 
lage  ;  which,  in  fad,  was  no  more 
than  changing  his  mailers ;  his  coun¬ 
try  having- been,  from  time  imme¬ 
morial,  under  a  fimilar  fubjedion  to 
the  Turks.  The  prince  Heraclius 
of  Georgia,  ever  watchful  of  occa- 
fions  of  advantage,  having,  during 
theJate  war,  feized  the  double  op¬ 
portunity  of  the  troubles  in  Perfia, 
and  the  weaknefs  of  the  Porte,  to 
renounce  his  fealty  to  both  powers, 
had  of  courfe  entered  into  a  drict 
alliance  with  Ruffia.  It  is  to  be  ob* 
ferved,  that  the  Ruffian  accounts 
have  conltandy  mifreprefented  this 
bufinefs,  they  dating,  that  the  prince 
Heraclius,  as  well  as  Solomon,  had, 
at  his  own  defire,  become  a  vaffal 
to  the  emprefs.  The  fad  is  how¬ 
ever  otherwife.  Heraclius  was  too 
drongly  fortified  in  the  fadnefs  of 
his  country,  and  at  too  far  a  dif- 
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tance,  to  be  compelled  to  fuch  a 
meafure  ;  and  he  was  too  proud  and 
too  wife  to  become  a  Have  without 
occafion.  He  had,  through  the 
courfe  of  no  fhort  life,  bravely  en¬ 
countered,  and  fortunately  fur- 
mounted,  many  and  great  dangers, 
to  fave  or  to  free  his  country  from 
the  lowed;  degradation  of  abjeft 
vaffalage.  He  has  happily  Suc¬ 
ceeded  in  obtaining  for  it,  and  for 
himfelf  (though  by  a  precarious  te¬ 
nure)  a  freedom  as  perfe£l.  as  unex¬ 
pected.  He  could  be  little  difpofed 
to  relign  it  now,  who,  through  the 
weaknefs  of  his  two  fuperior  lordsf 
even  while  he  acknowledged  their 
dominion,  had  for  many  years 
been  in  the  habit  of  letting  his 
fealty  and  allegiance  hang  very 
loofely  about  him. 

This  war  in  the  Crimea  had  not 
proceeded  without  difficulties,  al¬ 
though  the  particulars  of  them  are 
not  publicly  known.  The  Ruffian 
manifeflo,  which  was  publifhed  as  a 
jufdfcation  to  the  world  of  her 
conduCl  in  taking  poffeffion  of  the 
Crimea,  ftates  the  expences  of  the 
war  at  twelve  millions  of  roubles, 
(which  does  not  fall  far  fhort  of 
three  millions  fterling)  and  feems 
to  confider  that  expence  as  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  one  of  the  emprefs ’s  claims 
upon  that  country.  The  fame  piece, 
in  hating  the  lofs  of  lives  upon  the 
occafion,  obferving  that  their  value 
is  ineltimable,  refrains  accordingly 
from  giving  an  account  of  the  num¬ 
ber. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Ruffian 
khan  abdicated  his  throne,  and 
transferred  the  fuppofed  right  to 
the  dominion  of  his  country  to  the 
emprefs.  This  was  no  lefs  than  an 
abfolute  fale  of  a  people  and  their 
country,  the  khan  receiving  confi- 
derable  eilates  in  Ruffia  for  the  pur- 
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chafe.  It  feems  remarkable,  that 
neither  this  abdication  nor  purchafe 
are  fpecified  as  affording  any  title  or 
claim  to  Ruffia  upon  the  country  ; 
nor  indeed  are  they  at  all  taken  no¬ 
tice'  of  in  the  manifeflo. 

In  that  piece,  which  is  figned  by 
the  emprefs,  and  dated  at  Peterf- 
burgh  on  the  8th  of  April  1783, 
(although  it  did  not  make  its  ap¬ 
pearance  until  late  in  the  fummer) 
the  Crimea,  the  Cuban,  and  the 
illand  of  Taman,  are  declared  to  be 
for  ever  annexed  to  her  dominions. 
It  hates,  that  the  great  fucceffes 
which  enabled  Ruffia  to  fubdue  the 
Crimea  in  the  late  war,  and  to  have 
retained  it,  if  (he  had  fo  chofen,  at 
the  peace,  would  have  afforded  her 
a  full  right  to  its  dominion.  But 
that,  and  many  other  conquehs, 
were  facrificed  to  her  defire  of  efla- 
blifhing  the  public  tranquillity,  and 
the  friendfhip  between  the  two  em¬ 
pires,  upon  the  moflper.manentfoun- 
dations.  That  thefe  motives  had 
induced  her  to  hipulate  for  the  free¬ 
dom  and  independence  of  the  Tar¬ 
tars,  as  the  means  of  cutting  off 
every  poffible  caufe  of  future  diffen- 
hon. 

The  failure  of  this  defign,  and 
all  the  fubfequent  troubles  of  the 
Crimea,  are  partly  attributed  to  the 
fecret  infmuations  and  conduft  of  a 
certain  unnamed  (but  well  under- 
flood)  power,  in  fomenting  the  dif- 
contents,  partly  to  the  reftlefs  tem¬ 
per  of  the  Tartar  nation,  and  partly 
to  their  being  fo  long  accuftomed  to 
fervitude,  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  people  were  incapable  of  under - 
kanding  or  enjoying  the  benefits  of 
that  freedom  and  independence, 
which  had  been  obtained  for  them. 
To  indemnify  Ruffia  for  the  expence 
of  money  and  blood  fhe  had  already 
been  at,  to  prevent  ftmilar  confe- 
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quences  in  future,  for  the  preferva- 
ticn  of  the  public  tranquillity,  and 
to  remove  all  caufes  of  farther  con¬ 
tention  between  the  two  empires, 
were  held  out  to  be  the  objects  of  the 
prefent  meafure.  The  Tartars  were 
affured  that  they  lhould  be  placed 
upon  an  equality  with  the  ancient 
fubje&s  of  Ruffia,  and  that  they 
lhould  enjoy  the  molt  abfolute  li¬ 
berty  of  confcience,  with  the  full 
exercife  of  their  public  vvorlhip  and 
religious  ceremonies. 

This  manifefto  was  anfwered  by 
the  Porte  in  fo  mafterly  a  manner, 
both  with  refpedt  to  ftyle  and  matter, 
that  it  might  be  confidered  as  a 
model  for  fuch  documents.  After 
pointing  out,  and  feverely  animad¬ 
verting  upon,  the  encroaching  dif- 
pofition,  and  the  over-ruling  fpirit, 
of  the  court  of  Peterlburgh,  and 
examining  and  invalidating  the  pre¬ 
tended  claims  upon  the  Crimea,  it 
proceeds  toexpoie,  in  a  very  ftriking 
point  of  view,  that  wantonnefs  of 
power,  and  inordinacy  of  ambition, 
which  could  extend  them  to  the 
Cuban,  to  the  ille  of  Taman,  and 
to  the  fovereignty  of  the  Black  Sea. 
It  puts  the  question,  What  preten- 
fion  of  right  can  Rulfia  have  to  ter¬ 
ritories  annexed  for  ages  to  the 
dominions  of  the  Porte  ?  Would 
not  fuch  claims  on  any  part  of  the 
Ruffian  empire  be  inflantly  repulf- 
ed  ?  And  can  it  be  prefumed  that 
the  Sublime  Porte,  however  defir- 
ous  of  peace,  will  acquiefce  in 
wrong,  which,  however  it  may  be 
difguifed  by  ambition  under  the 
colour  of  policy,  reafon  and  equity 
mull  deem  abfolute  ufurpation : 
What  northern  power  has  the  Porte 
offended  ?  Whofe  territories  have 
the  Ottoman  troops  invaded?  In 
the  country  of  what  prince  is  the 
Turkilh  Itandard  difplayed  ?  Con- 
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tent  with  the  boundaries  of  empire 
affigned  by  God  and  the  Prophet, 
the  wifhes  of  the  Porte  are  for 
peace  ;  but  if  the  court  of  Ruffia  be 
determined  in  her  claims,  and  will 
not  recede,  without  acquifitions  of 
territory  which  do  not  belong  to 
her,  appealing  to  the  world  for  the 
jullice  of  its  proceedings,  the  Sub¬ 
lime  Porte  mull  prepare  for  war, 
relying  on  the  decrees  of  Heaven, 
and  confident  in  the  interpofition 
of  the  Prophet  of  Prophets,  that 
he  will  orotedt  his  faithful  fol- 
lowers  in  the  hour  of  every  diffi¬ 
culty. 

In  the  midft  of  all  thefe  appear¬ 
ances  of  war,  and  preparations  for 
it,  negociations  for  a  peace,  under 
the  mediation  of  France,  were  con¬ 
tinually  carried  on  at  Conftantino- 
pie  ;  and  the  people  of  that  capital 
were  forbidden,  under  the  fevereft 
penalties,  from  holding  any  dif- 
courfe  whatever  upon  the  fubjedl  or 
defign  of  the  vaft  armaments,  by  fea 
and  land,  which  were  inceffiantly 
making  or  paffing  before  their  eyes. 
It  was  obiervable,  that  although 
the  preparations  for  immediate  war 
made  by  the  emperor,  at  leaft 
equalled,  if  they  did  not  exceed  in 
magnitude  thofe  of  Ruffia,  yet  the 
apprehenfions  of  the  Porte  feemed 
principally  to  lie  the  other  way, 
and  their  greateft  efforts  were  di- 
redted  to  that  fide.  It  is  not  im- 
poffible  but  they  retained  hopes, 
that  if  things  proceeded .  to  ab¬ 
folute  extremity  with  the  one, 
means  might  be  ufed  to  mollify  the 
other,  by  fuch  large  conceffions  as 
neceflity  might  then  didlate,  and 
it  would  be  their  intereft  to  make. 
The  baffiaw  of  Belgrade,  and  their 
other  commanders  on  the  frontiers, 
were  accordingly  inftrudled,  not  on¬ 
ly  to  refrain  from  all  things  which 
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could  give  umbrage  to  the  court  of 
Vienna,  but  to  purfue  the  moil  con¬ 
ciliatory  meafures  in  all  their  tranf- 
affions  with  the  Auftrian  fubje&s  ; 
and  particularly,  to  pay  the  moft 
marked  perfonal  attention  to  the 
emperor  himfelf,  when  he  approach¬ 
ed  the  borders.  This  difpofition 
was  fo  prevalent,  that  in  the  height 
of  the  troubles,  when  nothing  lefs 
than  war  and  defolation  feemed  on 
all  iides  at  hand,  the  Danube  was, 
for  the  firft  time,  opened  to  the  im¬ 
perial  Ihips ;  two  of  which,  with 
their  proper  colours,  were  received 
in  the  moft  friendly  manner  at  Bel¬ 
grade,  where  they  were  furniihed 
with  paflports  to  enable  them  to  pafs 
the  other  Turkifti  fortreftes  in  their 
voyage  to  the  Black  Sea. 

In  the  mean  time  the  troubles 
and  enemies  of  the  Ottomans  were 
multiplying  on  all  hides.  The  re¬ 
public  of  Venice  was  clofely  engag¬ 
ed  with  Ruffia,  and  her  countenance 
and  difpofitions,  notwithftandingher 
pacific  fyftem  and  character,  fully 
indicated  that  fhe  hoped  to  come  in 
for  a  fhare  of  the  expelled  fpoil ; 
nor  could  it  be  fuppofed  a  final!  one, 
confidering  the  number  and  extent 
of  her  claims,  along  with  the  lingu¬ 
lar  benefits  which  that  power  would 
■derive,  from  the  ufe  of  her  ports, 
and  the  affiftance  of  her  naval  force, 
fin  the  profecution  of  the  war.  New 
troubles  were  broken  out  on  the 
iide  of  Egypt ;  where  the  turbulent 
beys  were  engaged  in  a  civil  war, 
,and  the  whole  country  was  thrown 
Into  a  ftate  of  anarchy  and  confu- 
fion.  Thus  furrounded,  involved, 
and  diftrefted  in  Europe  and  Africa, 
their  mortal  and  hereditary  ene¬ 
mies  the  Perlians  attacked  them  in 
the  eaft,  and  had  commenced  a 
war  on  the  fide  of  Balfora. 

To  profit  the  more  effectually  of 
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thefe  embarrafifnents  and  difficul¬ 
ties,  and,  as  it  were,  to  complete  the 
cycle  of  their  troubles  and  dangers, 
the  Prince  Heraclius  of  Georgia 
was  induced  tp  invade  Natolia ;  a 
diverfion,  which  if  it  produced  no 
greater  effeft,  might  at  any  rate  be 
fuppofed  to  prove  a  confiderable 
check  to  the  Porte,  with  refpedt  to 
the  forces  which  they  intended  far¬ 
ther  to  draw  from  Alia  to  Europe. 
Whether  it  proceeded  from  the  fault 
of  the  defuitory  troops  which  -he 
commanded,  or  from  the  eireClual 
preparation  made  for  his  reception, 
however  it  was,  Heraclius  did  no¬ 
thing,  in  this  expedition,  at  all  an- 
fwerable  to  his  former  reputation. 
Before  he  could  even  do  any  con¬ 
fiderable  mifchief,  the  bafhaw  of 
Natolia  marched  againft  him  at  the 
head  of  18,000  men  ;  and,  though 
the  Georgians  were  fuperior  in  num¬ 
ber,  obliged  them  to  retire  with 
precipitation  to  their  own  country. 
This,  though  not  a  great  matter,  if 
time,  diftance,  and  circumftances 
are  confidered,  will  ferve  to  fhew, 
that  vigour  and  reiburce  were  not 
entirely  defunct  or  exhauftcd  in  that 
empire ;  and  the  more  efpecially, 
as  the  Georgians  have  ever  been 
particularly  diftinguifhed  for  their 
valour. 

In  the  mean  time  the  plague, 
which  broke  out  at  Cherfon,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Ruffian  frontier, 
and  penetrated  even  to  the  borders 
of  Poland,  threw  no  fmall  damp 
upon  the  military  operations  on 
that  fide,  and  afforded  time  for  the 
progrefs  of  the  negotiations  at  Con* 
ftantinople,  before  matters  were 
precipitated  to  fuch  an  extremity 
as  would  not  admit  of  hay  or  recal. 
It  feemed  fmgular  enough,  that  at 
the  time  the  flames  of  war  were  ex  - 
pefled,  and  feemed  ready  to  break 
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out  in  every  quarter,  that  a  new 
treaty  of  commerce  between  Ruffia 
and  the  Porte,  fhould  not  only  be 
in  train,  but  adually  concluded  at 
Conitantinople.  It  will  appear  hill 
more  fmgular,  that  the  account  of 
the  abdication  of  the  Tartar  khan, 
with  the  feizure  of  the  Crimea  and 
Cuban  by  Ruffia,  and  the  annexing 
them  to  her  own  dominion,  was 
received  juft  before  the  treaty  was 
iigned,  and  yet  the  intelligence  of 
this  unexpected  and  extraordinary 
tranfadion  did  not  prevent  its 
execution :  a  circumfiance  which 
fully  (hews  the  confcioufnefs  of  the 
Porte,  of  its  being  totally  unequal 
to  the  fupport  of  a  war.  The 
mingled  rage  and  anguifli  of  the 
people  upon  this  intelligence  was 
never  exceeded,  nor  perhaps  equal¬ 
led,  upon  any  former  occafion ; 
they  cried  loudly  for  vengeance, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Ottoman  dig¬ 
nity  and  glory,  and  for  the  refcue 
of  their  injured  and  oppreffed  bre¬ 
thren  ;  while  their  voice  was  ren¬ 
dered  the  more  formidable,  from 
its  being  fupportea  by  all  the  chiefs 
and  men  of  the  law.  Nothing 
could  afford  a  more  ftriking  inftance 
of  the  firmnefs  of  government,  than 
its  being  able  to  withftand  the 
fhock. 

An  acquiefcence  in  fo  important 
a  revolution,  and  a  fubmiffion  un¬ 
der  fo  fevere  a  lofs,  could  leave  no 
doubt  that  fmaller  matters  would 
be  much  difputed.  On  the  other 
fide,  Ruffia  had  now  attained  as 
jnuch  new  dominion  as  fire  was  for 
the  prefent,  or  could  for  fome  time 
to  come,  be  well  able  to  manage. 
And  bcfides  the  ill  policy  of  too 
great  an  immediate  extenfion  of 
ccnqueif,  there  were  other  caufes 
which  operated  llrongly  againft  her 
forcing  a  waj>  With  refped  to  the 


lofs  of  men,  foreign  wars  are  (from 
various  caufes,  fome  of  which  could 
not  easily  be  removed)  more  def- 
trudive  to  that  country  than  to  any 
other  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  from 
the  vaftnefs  of  the  empire,  and  the 
thin  Hate  of  its  population,  that 
lofs  is  more  peculiarly  felt;  With 
refped  to  her  finances  alfo,  foreign 
war,  from  the  great  quantities  of 
cafh  which  it  neceffiarily  draws  out 
of  the  country,  is  exceedingly  per¬ 
nicious  to  Ruffia,  which  can  by  no 
means  well  fpare  fuch  a  drain  from 
her  circulation  ;  nor  were  the  effects 
of  the  extraordinary  expences  in¬ 
curred  in  the  laft  war  yet  entirely 
done  away,  and  the  accumulating 
of  a  new  debt  could  not  but  be  a 
matter  of  ferious  confideration.  The 
mediation  of  France  had  likewiie 
its  weight  on  all  lid.es ;  and  the 
part  which  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
and  perhaps  other  powers,  might 
take  in  a  war  of  conqueft,  wanton¬ 


ly  entered  into,  and  rendered  pe¬ 
culiarly  odious,  by  a  pertinacious 
rejedion  of  all  equitable  terms  of 
accommodation,  was  a  matter  that 
demanded  attention. 

Under  all  thefe  circumftances, 

the  negociations  at  Conflantinople 

were  carried  on  with  great  facility 

towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  ;  and 

early  in  the  following  a  new  treaty 

of  accommodation  was  concluded 

T  ,  and  figned  between  the 

January  9th  two  e|lp;res_  gy  this 

17<54-  treaty  Ruffia  retains  the 
full  fovereignty  of  her  new  ac- 
quifitions  ;  and  the  only  objed 
of  confideration  gained  by  the 
Porte,  was  the  afeertaining  of  fixed 
limits  to  her  claims  in  Afia  ;  the 
river  Cuban  being  made  the  boun¬ 
dary  on  that  fide,  and  Ruffia  rer- 
nouncing  all  pretenfions  upon  the 
Tartar  nations  beyond  it.  All  mat- 
[C]  4.  ter* 
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ters  relative  to  trade,  Ihipping, 
tolls,  and  duties,  had  been  fettled 
by  the  preceding  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce,  The  captain  bafnaw’s  fig- 
xiature  is  the  firil,  ©n  the  Ottoman 
fide,  to  this  treaty  of  accommoda¬ 
tion. 

Thus  had  the  emprefs  Catherine 
the  extraordinary  fortune  and  glory, 
not  only  to  fill  up  and  realize  all 
the  plans  and  projefts  of  Peter  the 
Great,  with  refpedt  to  the  Pal  us 
Masotis,  the  Black  Sea,  and  the 
Crimea,  but  even  to  enlarge  the 
fcale,  and  carry  his  views  to  an 
extent,  which  feems  to  have  fur- 
paffed,  fanguine  as  they  were,  that 
monarch’s  own  hopes  of  attainment. 
A  felicity  the  more  peculiar,  as  the 
completion  of  the  defigns,  and  the 
Immortalizing  the  name  of  that 
great  founder  and  legiflator  of  the 
Ruffian  empire,  feems  to  have  been 
the  leading  objeft  of  her  govern¬ 
ment,  and  wifh  of  her  life;  and 
that  as  Ihe  has  made  his  conduct,  in 
all  that  was  laudable,  the  conllant 
model  of  her  own,  fo  fhe  feems  to 
be  the  full  inheritor  of  his  fpirit, 
with  refpeft  to  magnanimity,  and 
to  the  defire  of  railing  to  the  higheft 
pitch  the  power  and  glory  of  her 
country. 

As  the  recovery  and  reftoration 
of  every  thing  Greek,  is  the  pre¬ 
dominant  paffiion  of  the  court  of 
Peterfburgh,  fo  the  Crimea,  and  its 
dependencies,  are  in  future  to  be 
known  by  the  name  of  Taurica ; 
particular  places  are  like  wife  re¬ 
stored  to  their  antient  appellations ; 
and  the  celebrated  port  and  city  of 
Caffa,  has  now  refumed  its  long- 
forgotten  name  of  Theodofia.  Since 
this  acceffion  of  dominion,  new 
towns,  with  Greek  or  Ruffian 
names,  are  rifing  fait  in  the  defarts, 
and  are  peopled  moltly  by  colonies 


of  Greeks  and  Armenians.  Nei 
ther  has  the  emprefs  fpared  any 
care  or  expence  to  procure  emi¬ 
grants  of  all  nations  to  fettle  and 
colonize  her  wide  and  remote  Cau- 
cafean  regions,  which  were  once  fo 
prolific,  in  producing  fwarms  to 
over-run  and  defolate  Europe. 
But  the  completion  of  this  defign 
mult  be  a  work  of  time  indeed  ; 
and  fubjcfted  to  numherlefs  ha* 
zards,  as  well  as  difficulties,  in  its 
progrefs. 

It  Hill  remains  to  be  feen,  whe¬ 
ther  the  late  treaty  of  pacification 
will  be  more  lalting  in  its  effefts 
than  the  two  former.  Numberlefs 
caufes  of  contention  fiill  remain  : 
and  if  there  were  none  other,  what 
greater  need  there  be,  than  thofe 
which  are  neceffiarily  produced  by 
unreltrained  neighbouring  power, 
when  oppofed  to  weaknefs,  and  that 
weaknefs  encumbered  with  the  cuf- 
tody  of  the  richeft  and  molt  defir  - 
able  poffieffions  ? 

In  fa£t,  the  equilibrium  between 
the  three  great  powers  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  Europe  and  Afia  has  been 
fo  violently  lhaken,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  fome  very  confiderable 
change  in  their  comparative  cir- 
cumltances  and  fituation,  can  in  any 
degree  reltore  the  true  balance, 
nor  can  any  thing  lefs  afford  a 
profpect  of  permanent  peace  and 
fecurity  to  the  prefent  weaker  par¬ 
ty.  It  was  peculiarly  unfortunate, 
if  not  fatally  ominous,  to  the  Otto¬ 
man  empire,  that  the  period  of  its 
degeneracy  and  decline  Ihould  have 
been  that  in  which  its  two  ancient 
rivals  and  neighbours  have  rifen 
to  unexampled  power  and  greatnefs. 
Their  earlier  rife  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  that  decline. 

A  new  face  of  affairs  is,  however, 
appearing  in  that  empire.  Arts 

and 
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and  learning  are  encouraged,  print¬ 
ing  preffes  are  edablifhed  by  the 
emperor’s  order,  and  prejudices  are 
wearing  fali  away.  If,  then,  the 
prefent  fultan  and  his  miniders 
Ihould  be  clofely  followed  up  by 
men  of  equal  merit  and  ability, 
who  Ihould  complete  and  carry  into 
perfe&ion  thofe  great  fchemes  of 
reform  and  improvement  in  their 
forces  by  fea  and  land,  which  are  now 
in  profecution,  and  that  the  future 
prince  fhould  inherit  the  warlike 
difpofition  and  military  virtues  of 
his  ancedors,  it  would  by  no  means 
be  impoffible,  that  before  many 
years  were  over,  fuch  a  change 
might  take  place  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Ottoman  empire,  as  would  not 
a  little  adonifh  the  world.  They 
have  the  means  of  accomplifhing 
great  things  dill  in  their  hands  ; 
and  they  have  now  a  clearer  view 
of  the  dangers  of  their  fituation,  of 
the  defers  in  their  government  and 
difcipline,  and  of  the  caufes  of 
their  declenfion  and  weaknefs,  than 
they  ever  before  had-  They  may 
podibly  afford  a  new  and  memorable 
indance,  that  adverdty  is  the  fird 
of  all  fchools  for  the  indrudion  of 
mankind. 

This  treaty  with  Rudia  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  an  accommodation  of  fome 
fort,  for  the  prefent,  with  the  empe¬ 
ror  ;  but  leaving  numberlefs  matters 
open  for  future  difcuffion,  as  time 
might  ferve,  and  occafion  offer.  The 
Imperial  minider  demanded  a  par¬ 
ticipation  of  all  the  commercial  ad¬ 
vantages  granted  to  Ruffia,  by  the 
late  and  by  former  treaties^  and  the 
Porte  found  it  neceffary  to  comply. 
The  Danube,  and  all  the  Turkidi 
feas,  were  accordingly  opened  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Imperial  fub- 
jeds,  with  free  ingrefs  and  regrefs 
to  and  from  the  Mediterranean,  and 


commerce  in  the  Archipelago ;  be- 
fides  great  indulgences  and  advan¬ 
tages  to  the  merchants,  with  refped 
to  fearching  their  fhips,  to  tolls, 
duties,  and  cudom-houfes.  A  con- 
fiderable  part  of  Walachia  was 
like  wife  ceded ;  and  it  was  evident, 
that  the  Porte  was  not  in  a  humour, 
or  more  properly  in  condition,  to 
refufe  any  thing. 

Spain  had  no  fooner  got  difen- 
gaged  from  the  war  with  England, 
than  die  began  to  prepare  for  new 
military  adventure.  Neither  the 
general  ill-fuccefs  which  had  long 
attended  her  expeditions  to  the 
coad  of  Africa,  nor  the  particular 
lofs  and  difgrace  fudained  by  the 
grand  armament  which  die  had 
difpatched  again d  Algiers  in  the 
year  1775,  were  fufficient  to  deter  ' 
her  from  another  attack  upon  that 
piratical  city.  Her  fhips  being  in 
fome  degree  dill  manned  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  late  war,  and  a 
great  number  of  bomb-ketches, 
gun-boats,  and  other  armed  veffels, 
which  had  been  dedined  againd 
Gibraltar,  dill  in  readinefs,  were 
undoubtedly  incentives  to  this  en- 
terbrize. 

The  marine  force  intended  for  this 
fervice  was  confiderable,andfrom  its 
nature  extremely  numerous ;  no  dif¬ 
pofition,  however,  appeared,  to  ha¬ 
zard  another  armyupon  that  inauf- 
picious  coad ;  the  prefent  defigh 
being  entirely  confined  to  a  fevere 
bombardment  and  cannonade  by 
fea.  The  conduft  of  this  enter- 
prize  was  committed  to  Don  An¬ 
tonio  Barcelo  ;  who,  after  a  formal 
difplay  of  fome  pious  or  religious 
ceremonials,  intended  to  obtain  a 
bleding  upon  the  Chridian  arms 
in  their  conflift  with  Infidels, 
proceeded  with  his  armament  from 
Carthagena,-  on  the  2d  of  July, 

•783- 
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1783.  Through  an  unfortunate 
difpofition  of  the  winds  and  wea¬ 
ther,  the  fleet,  notwithflanding  the 
ihortnefs  of  the  paflfage,  was  de¬ 
tained  for  27  days  at  fea ;  a 
circumftapce  which,  befldes  the 
lofs  of  a  month  peculiarly  chofen 
as  favourable  to  the  defign,  could 
not  but  be  exceedingly  untoward 
in  many  refpefls,  encumbered  as 
he  was  with  a  multitude  of  fmall 
veflels,  and  thefe  crowded  with 
men,  and  overlayed  with  artillery. 
The  fleet  did  not  arrive  in  the  bay 
of  Algiers  until  the  29th  of  July  ; 
and  the  fea  was  then  7:00  rough  to 
admit  of  immediate  aflion. 

He  found  the  Algerines  well  pre¬ 
pared  for  his  reception  ;  and  dis¬ 
covered  every  indication  of  a  bold 
and  moll:  determined  enemy.  On 
the  firft  of  Augufl  the  admiral 
formed  his  line  of  battle,  and  made 
the  neceflary  difpofltions  for  an 
attack  ;  18  bomb  -  ketches,  with 
13  gun  -  boats  on  their  wings, 
compofed  the  van ;  thefe  were  fup- 
ported  by  a  line  of  xebecks,  bi¬ 
landers,  and  other  veflels  of  war, 
moftly  peculiar  to  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  ;  and  thefe  again  inter¬ 
mixed  with,  or  attended  by,  a 
number  of  boarding-boats  flrongly 
manned,  and  fome  fmall  fire-vef- 
fels,  to  prevent  the  approach  of 
the  Algerine  gallies  to  the  batter¬ 
ing  veflels ;  the  whole  being  co¬ 
vered  by  the  ihips  of  the  line,  and 
frigates  of  war.  The  cannonade 
and  bombardment  were  commenced 
at  half  pall  two  o’clock,  and  were 
continued,  without  antermiflion, 
until  funfet  :  380  fhells  were 

thrown  in  that  time,  and  about 
an  equal  number  of  (hot  lent ; 
the  Are  being  fiercely  returned  by 
the  Algerine  batteries  through  the 
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whole  time,  with  near  1100  cannon 
fhot,  and  about  30  bombs. 

The  attack  was  renewed  on  the 
following,  and  on  every  fucceeding 
day,  except  one,  until  the  9th  of 
the  month.  On  that  morning,  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  war  being  held  by  the  admiral, 
the  exhauffure  of  ammunition,  and 
the  growing  latenefs  and  danger  of 
the  feafon,  were  found  fufficient 
reafons  for  an  immediate  return  to 
Spain.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  at¬ 
tacks,  which  were  not  unfrequently 
repeated  on  the  fame  day,  3,732 
bombs,  and  3,833  cannon -dipt, 
were  difcharged  by  the  fleet  again# 
the  town  :  and  thefe  were  returned 
by  the  Algerines,  v/ith  399  fhells, 
and  11,284  cannon- foot.  This 
vafi  expenditure  of  ammunition 
produced  no  correfpondent  effed: 
on  either  fide  ;  tb  town  was  in¬ 
deed  repeatedly  let  on  fire,  but 
the  meafures  of  prefervation  were 
fo  well  adapted,  and  fo  vigoroufly 
purfued,  that  the  flames  were  foon 
fubdued.  The  Algerines  made  fe- 
veral  bold  failles  with  their  gallies 
and  fmall  veflels  upon  the  Spanifh 
battering  line  ;  but  the  fuperiority 
of  fire  on  that  fide  was  fo  great, 
and  it  played  from  fuch  various 
directions,  that  they  were  conftant- 
ly  repulfed.  The  example  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  feerped  to  have  operated  up¬ 
on  them  in  the  ufe  of  red-hot  balls  ; 
but  they  were  not  defined  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  fimilar  effedi.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  Spanifh  marine  afforded 
evident  proofs  of  the  improvement 
it  had  received  from  the  late  war  ; 
file  wing  infinitely  more  courage, 
alertnefs,  and  firmnefs,  than  in  the 
attack  of  1775. 

The  year  1783  was  fatally  mark¬ 
ed  by  the  defolation  of  feme  of 
the  moll  celebrated,  the  molt  beau¬ 
tiful. 
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tiful,  and  the  moil  fertile  provinces  of 
Europe. The  two  Calabrias,  once  the 
favoured  feat  of  the  mufes,  and  fo 
long  renowned  under  the  diftin- 
guilhed  appellation  of  Magna  Gre- 
cia,  were  now  doomed,  along  with 
part  of  Sicily,  to  be  the  melancholy 
Icene  of  the  moll  tremendous,  the 
longeft-continued,  the  moft  fatal 
with  refpeft  to  mankind,  and  the 
moll;  deftrudlive  to  the  face  of  the 
country,  fucceffion  of  earthquakes, 
that  had  yet  been  known,  even 
in  thofe  volcanic  regions.  They 
were  indeed  fo  dreadful,  that  they 
ferved  rather  to  imppefs  ideas  of  the 
final  difTolution  of  all  things,  than 
to  induce  any  hope  from  analogy, 
founded  on  the  experience  of  for¬ 
mer  convuliions  of  the  earth. 

The  firft  (hock,  which  happened 
about  noon,  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1783,  was  by  far  the  moil  deftruc- 
tive,  if  not  the  moft  tremendous  in 
ptner  reipefts..  Several  caufes  con¬ 
curred  to  render  this  fhock  parti¬ 
cularly  fatal.  It  came  on  fuddenly, 
without  any  of  the  ufual  indica- 
tions  ;  it  was  about  the  Italian 
time  of  dinner,  when  the  people 
were  moftly  in  their  houfes  ;  but 
beyond  all,  the  motion  of  the  earth 
in  that  fhock  was  vertical,  riling 
fuddenly  upwards  from  its  founda¬ 
tions,  and  as  fuddenly  finking 
afrain.  Bv  this  fatal  motion,  the 
greateft  buildings,  villages,  towns, 
and  entire  cities,  were  inftanta- 
neoufly  involved  in  one  common  de- 
ftruftion  ;  nothing  remaining  to  be 
feen,  but  vail  heaps  of  undiftin- 
guifhable  ruins,  without  any  traces 
of  ftreets  or  houfes.  An  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  Cafal  Nuova,  happening 
to  be  on  a  hill  over  it  at  the  time 
of  the  fhock,  and  looking  eagerly 
back  to  the  town,  could  fee  no 
other  remains  of  it,  than  the  ap¬ 


pearance  of  a  cloud  of  white 
fmoke,  occafioned  by  the  flying 
mortar,  which  had  been  diftipated 
by  the  crafh  of  the  houfes. 

The  Calabria  Ultra,  particularly 
that  part  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the 
Appennines,  was  the  peculiar  vic¬ 
tim  of  this  flrft  fhock.  Its  dread¬ 
ful  effects  were  not  confined  to  the 
deftruclion  of  mankind,  and  to  lit¬ 
tle  lefs  than  the  annihilation  of 
populous  and  flourifhing  villages, 
towns,  and  cities,  but  the  whole 
face  of  that  beautiful  country  was 
mangled  and  disfigured.  Moun¬ 
tains  were  rent ;  vallies  doled  up, 
the  hills  that  formed  them  being 
thrown  from  their  places,  and 
meeting  their  oppofltes  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  ;  the  courfe  of  rivers  was  ne- 
ceftarily  changed,  or  the  water, 
being  entirely  dammed  up,  was 
formed  into  great  and  increaflng 
lakes. 

Of  thofe  towns  and  cities  where 
the  greateft  deftruftion  of  mankind 
took  place,  we  are  not  to  pafs  over 
Cafal  Nuovo,  where  the  princefs 
Gerace  Grimaldi,  with  more  than 
four  thoufand  of  her  fubje&s,  pe- 
rifhed  in  the  fame  inftant.  At 
Bagnara,  above  three  thoufand  of 
the  inhabitants  were  loft.  Radi- 
cina,  and  Palm^,  counted  their  lofs 
at  about  three  thoufand  each;  Ter¬ 
ra  Nuova,  at  about  fourteen  hun¬ 
dred,  and  Seminari  ftill  more. 
The  inhabitants  of  Scylla  thought 
they  had  reafon  to  rejoice  in  efcap- 
ing  from  their  houfes,  on  the  cele¬ 
brated  rock  of  that  name,  at  the 
inftant  of  the  firft  fhock  ;  and  fol¬ 
lowing  the  example  of  their  prince, 
defcended  to  a  little  harbour  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  where  getting  into 
boats,  or  ftretched  upon  the  Ihore, 
they  thought  themfelves  free  from 
danger.  But  in  the  courfe  of  the 
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night  a  frupenduous  wave,  which 
is  laid  to  have  been  driven  furioudy 
three  miles  over  land,  upon  its 
return  fwept  away  the  unfortunate 
prince,  with  2473  of  his  fubjedts. 
It  may  not  perhaps  be  entirely 
unneceffary  to  obierve,  that  the 
barons  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
poffefs  an  abfolute  fovereignty  over 
their  vaffals. 

The  country  modly  ruined  by  the 
iird  Ihock,  and  where  the  greateft 
mortality  took  place,  was  the  cele¬ 
brated  Sila,  of  the  ancient  Brutii. 
The  north-cad  angle  of  Sicily,  in¬ 
cluding  the  city  of  Medina,  were 
likewiie  in  a  coniiderable  degree 
victims  to  that  fhock ;  but  the 
greateft  violence  of  its  exertion, 
and  its  mod  dreadful  effects,  were 
in  the  plain  on  the  vvedern  fide  of 
the  Appennine.  Several  fucceed- 
ing  fhccks,  through  the  months  of 
February  and  March,  were  little 
lefs  tremendous,  and  extended 
their  effedts  dill  farther  than  the 
firft.  They  included  the  Calabria 
Citra,  and  thofe  parts  of  the  Ultra 
which  had  efcaped  the  fird  mifchief. 
But  notwithftan ding  their  violence, 
the  deftrudfcion  was  by  no  means 
equal,  and  the  lofs  of  lives  happily 
bore  no  manner  of  proportion  to 
the  fird  dreadful  mortality.  The 
people,  warned  by  that  calamity, 
had  every  where  abandoned  their 
houfes,  and  lived  in  barracks  ;  and 
the  motion  of  the  earth  being  fome- 
what  different  in  the  fucceeding 
{hocks,  though  buildings  were 
ihaken  down  and  ruined,  yet  they 
were  not  intirely  involved,  nor 
whole  towns  obliterated  in  one 
crufh,  as  in  the  fird. 

The  earth,  in  all  that  part  of 
Italy,  continued  for  feveral  weeks, 
snore  or  lefs,  in  a  condant  date  of 
tremor  3  and  feveral  Ihocks,  with 
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different  degrees  of  violence,  were 
every  day  felt ;  fo  that  the  unhap¬ 
py  people,  already  worn  down  with 
calamity  and  grief,  through  the 
lofs  of  their  property,  and  of  their 
deared  relations,  were  dill  kept  in 
a  continual  date  of  apprehenfion  and 
terror. 

The  whole  of  the  mortality,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  returns  made  to  the 
fecretary  of  date’s  office  in  Naples, 
amounted  to  33,567.  Thefe  re¬ 
turns,  drawn  up  in  the  confufion 
and  mifery  that  prevailed,  could 
not  be  accurate  ;  and  it  was  fup- 
pofed  by  the  bed  judges,  that  the 
real  lofs,  including  ftrangers,  a- 
mounted,  at  lead,  to  40,000.  Thefe 
edimates  only  take  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  victims  to  the  earthquakes  ; 
thofe  who  perifhed  through  want, 
difeafes,  anguifh,  and  every  fpecies 
of  fubfequent  didrefs,  net  being- 
included.  Some  idea  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  didreffes  may  be  gathered,  from 
thofe  which  were  differed  by  Don 
Marcello  Grille.  This  gentleman 
poffeffed  great  landed  property,  be- 
fides  1 2,000  pieces  of  gold,  which 
were  buried  under  the  ruins  of  his 
houfe  in  the  city  of  Oppido.  Yet, 
with  all  thefe  advantages  of  fortune, 
he  was  for  feveral  days  and  nights 
houfelefs,  and  expofed,  without  food 
or  fhelter,  to  the  exceffive  rains 
which  then  condantly  fell  ;  and  was 
in  this  courfe  inftrudted  in  the  re¬ 
lative  duties  ofhumanity,  by  being 
beholden  to  a  hermit  for  lending 
him  a  clean  fhirt. 

The  king  and  government  of 
Naples  ufed  all  poffible.  means  for 
relieving  the  immediate  didreffes  of 
the  people,  as  well  as  for  enabling 
them  in  fome  degree  to  recover 
from  the  ruin  in  which  the^y  were 
fo  calamitoudy  involved  :  The  con- 
dudl  of  the  archbiinop  of  Reggio 

upon 
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upon  this  occafion  cannot  be  too 
much  praifed,  or  too  generally- 
known.  That  excellent  prelate 
immediately  difpofed  of  all  the  fu- 
perfluous  ornaments  of  the  churches, 
and  of  his  own  horfes  and  furniture, 
the  produce  of  which  he  applied  to 
the  relief  of  his  diftrefled  flock ; 
and  continued,  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  earthquake,  chearfully 
to  bear  an  equal  fhare  in  the  incon¬ 
veniences  and  fufterings  to  which 
they  were  expofed,  and  to  fympa- 
thize  in  thole  calamities  which  he 
could  not  remedy.  This  admirable 
condudt  was  the  more  ftriking,  as 
the  great  men  of  the  country  did 
not  in  general  exert  a  flmilar  fpi- 
rit. 

It  was  a  curious  obfervation  made 


[45 

upon  this  unhappy  occafion,  that 
the  male  dead  buried  in  the  ruins, 
were  almofl  conflantly  found  in  an 
attitude  of  exertion,  as  if  Aruggling 
againfl  the  danger  ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  female  attitude  was, 
as  generally,  the  hands  clafped  over 
the  head,  as  giving  themfelves  up 
entirely  to  defpair  ;  excepting  only, 
when  there  were  children  near 
them,  in  which  circumflance,  they 
were  always  found,  either  clafping- 
them  in  their  arms,  or  in  fome 
other  attitude  no  lefs  expreflive 
of  maternal  tendernefs ;  and  fully 
[hewing,  that  the  anxious  care  of 
their  prefervation  had  in  that 
dreadful  moment  baniihed  all  fear 
and  conflderation  with  refpedl  to 
themfelves. 


CHAP,  III. 

/ 

Recapitulation  of  the  proceedings  in  parliament  relative  to  the  a  fairs  of  the 
Eafl  India  company .  Two  Indian  committees  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  1781.  Objects  of  the  feleli  committee.  Objelis  of  the  fecret 
committee.  The  King’ s  approbation  of  their  proceedings.  Reports  of  the 

fecret  committee  brought  to  the  houfe  April  1782.  Account  of  Mr.  Dundas’s 
Jpeech  on  that  occafion .  Lays  three  fits  of  reflations  on  the  table  :  Fir/} 
Jet ,  relative  to  the  general  mif conduit  of  the  company* s  affairs — pofiponed  z 
Second  fit,  relative  to  the  conduit  of  the  prefidency  of  Madras— voted : 
Third  fit,  containing  criminal  charges  againfl  Sir  Thomas  R  um  bold— voted. 
Bill  of  pains  and  penalties.  Proceeding  therein.  Bill  loft .  Conflderation 
of  the  frfi  fit  of  reflations  re  fumed.  Refolution  againfl  Mr.  Mafiings 
voted.  Conduit  of  the  court  of  proprietors  on  that  occafion.  Proceedings 
of  the  file  It  committee.  Reflations  voted.  Vote  againfl  Sir  Elijah  Im- 
pey.  King* s  Jpeech es  at  the  clofing  and  opening  of  the  fiffions. 


THE  feilions  of  parliament,  on 
which  we  are  now  entering, 
were  diflinguiihed  by  a  feries  of 
political  events  of  the  moil:  interefl> 
ing  and  important  nature.  The 
magnitude  and  diversity  of  the  ob¬ 
jects  they  embraced,  the  means  by 
which  they  were  brought  about, 
the  per  1'ons  who  abted  in  them,  the 


great  conflitutional  queflions  they 
Involved,  the  manner  in  which  they 
finally  terminated,  form  together  ap 
aggregate  of  political  matter,  un¬ 
paralleled  in  the  annals  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

The  firfl,  as  well  in  magnitude 
as  in  order  of  time,  was  the  bill  for 
the  better  management  of  the  af- 
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fairs  of  the  Eafl  India  company. 
From  the  dangers  that  threatened 
the  very  exiftence  of  our  empire  in 
that  part  of  the  globe,  and  the  fa¬ 
tal  broke  our  national  credit  might 
receive  from  the  diffolutiori  of  the 
company,  whole  affairs  were,  by 
men  of  all  defcriptions,  allowed  to 
be  in  a  moil  precarious  Hate,  the 
neeeftity  of  applying  fpeehy  and 
efrediual  remedies  was  univerfally 
acknowledged.  Strong  and  vigorous 
measures  were  on  all  fades  loudly 
called  for  ;  and  the  oppreffed  na¬ 
tives  of  India  had  at  length  a  pro- 
fpedl  of  deriving  from  our  fears  the 
relief  which  a  fenfe  of  juftice  and 
humanity  had  hitherto  failed  to  pro¬ 
cure  them.  During  a  rapid  fuc- 
ceffion  of  minifters,  every  party,  al- 
moft  every  individual  of  any  weight 
er  confequence  in  the  country,  had 
In  turn  pledged  themfelves  to  exert 
both  their  own  and  the  whole  force 
and  power  of  government  for  the 
attainment  of  this  important  end. 
All  palliatives  were  on  the  one  fide 
earneftly  deprecated,  and  on  the 
ether  anxioufly  difclaimed. 

As  the  bill  we  have  juft  men¬ 
tioned  was  grounded  on  the  re¬ 
ports  of  the  committees  which  had 
now  iat  upwards  of  three  years  on 
the  affairs  of  India,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  refume  our  hiftory  of  that 
part  of  the  proceedings  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  from  the  preffure  of 
other  matters  we  were  obliged  to 
poftpone.  This  accidental  delay 
will  however  be  attended  with  fome 
advantage  to  our  readers.  They 
will  by  this  means  have  a  general 
view  of  the  whole  fubjeCt  at  once 
before  them.  The  principles  and 
conduct  of  the  leading  public  cha¬ 
racters  in  different  fituations  may 
be  more  eafily  compared,  and  the 
parties  will  come  to  a  more  fair  and 


impartial  trial,  than  during  the  heat 
and  violence  of  political  contefts  carl 
poffibly  be  obtained. 

Early  in  the  year  1781  two  In¬ 
dian  committees  were  appointed  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  grounds 
which  have  been  already  ftated  in  a 
former  volume,  to  enquire  into  the 
mal-adminiflration  of  the  company’s 
affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
All  parties  in  the  Houfe  appear  to 
have  concurred  in  thefe'  meafures. 
The  fir  ft,  which  was  a  /elect  com¬ 
mittee,  was  directed  to  take  into 
<e  conjideratio ?i  the  jl ate  of  the  ad - 
ii  mitiijiration  of  ju/lice  in  the  pro- 
te  vinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar ,  and 
ic  Orixa  and  was  afterwards  fur¬ 
ther  inftrubted  cc  to  co?ifde-r  hon.v  the 
<c  Britifb  poffeffons  hi  the  Eafl  In - 
(C  dies  might  be  held  and  governed 
“  yoith  the  great ef  fecurity  and  ad- 
(c  vantage  to  this  country ,  and  by 
<(  vehat  means  the  happinefs  of  the 
e{  native  inhabitants  might  be  bejt 

promoted A  The  bufinefs  of  this 
committee  was  conducted  by  fome 
of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  members 
of  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  which  then, 
oppofed  the  general  political  mea¬ 
fures  of  his  majefty’s  government. 
The  fecond  was  a  fecret  committee , 
moved  by  the  minifter  himfelf ;  and 
was  under  the  management  of  per- 
fons  either  adtually  members,  or 
known  to  be  in  the  confidence  of 
adminiftration.  It  was  directed  to 
ec  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  voar 
cc  in  the  Carnatic ,  and  of  the  con- 
“  dition  of  the  Britifh  poffefjions  in 
(C  thofe  parts” 

Both  committees  continued  to  fit 
with  unremitted  application  till  the 
prorogation  of  parliament.  On 
doling  the  feffions,  the  king  ex- 
preffed,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  his 
approbation  of  their  proceedings, 
and  his  fatisfadion  in  obferving 

((  that 
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4t  that  their  attention  was  not  more 
fC  anxioufly  directed  to  the  benefits 
**  to  be  derived  from  the  territorial 
“  acquifitions,  than  to  the  happi- 
ft  ncfs  and  comfort  of  the  inhabi- 
“  tants  of  thofe  remote  provinces. ” 
At  the  fame  time  he  declared  his 
expe&ation,  that  “  at  their  next 
“  meeting  they  would  proceed  with 
f<  the  fame  wifdom  and  temper  to 
((  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  thofe 
tc  valuable  pofleflions,  and  for  re- 

ftrainintr  the  abufes  to  which 
<c  they  were  peculiarly  liable.” 
Accordingly,,  in  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne  at  the  opening  of  the 
next  feflions,  in  November  follow¬ 
ing,  the  Houfe  was  diredled  in 
nearly  the  fame  words  to  refume 
the  profecution  of  their  important 
enquiries. 

On  the  ninth  of  April  1782  Mr. 
Henry  Dundas,  the  lord  advocate 
of  Scotland,  and  chairman  of  the 
fecret  committee ,  moved  that  the  re¬ 
ports  of  that  committee  fhould  be 
referred  to  a  committed  of  the 
whole  Houfe.  On  this  occafion  Mr. 
Dundas,  in  a  fpeech  of  near  three 
hours  length,  entered  very  fully 
into  the  caufes  and  progrefs  of  the 
calamities  of  the  Eaii.  Amongft  the 
former  he  infilled  principally  on  the 
following  ; — the  departure  of  the 
company’s  prefidencies  from  the  line 
of  policy  prefcribed  to  them,  of 
avoiding  all  offenfive  military  ope¬ 
rations  with  a  view  to  conqueil — 
the  corrupt  interference  of  their 
fervants  in  the  domellic  and  na¬ 
tional  quarrels  of  the  country  pow¬ 
ers  —  their  frequent  breaches  of 
faith,  and  difregard  to  treaties — 
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their  peculation  and  fcandalous  op- 
preflion  of  the  natives — and  laftly, 
the  criminal  relaxation  which  had 
prevailed  on  the  part  of  the  di¬ 
rectors  at  home,  in  the  exercife  of 
their  controlling  power  over  their 
fervants,  and  their  ready  con¬ 
nivance  at  the  grolTelt  mifconduft, 
provided  it  was  attended  with  any 
temporary  gain  to  the  company  * . 

He  then  proceeded  to  trace  the 
operation  of  thefe  caufes  in  the  feve- 
rai  tranfadtions  of  the  company’s 
prefidencies  in  the  Ealt.  As  thefe 
faCts  were  afterwards  reduced  into 
the  form  of  refolutions,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe,  we  fhall  have  oc¬ 
cafion  hereafter  to  fpecify  them  more 
particularly.  At  prefent,  therefore, 
it  may  fuffice  to  enumerate  a  few 
of  the  moll  flagrant  aCts  of  injuftice, 
violence,  and  treachery,  by  which, 
he  afierted,  that  not  only  the  com¬ 
pany’s  affairs  were  brought  to  the 
very  verge  of  ruin,  but  indelible 
difgrace  entailed  on  the  Britilh 
name  and  government  in  India. 
He  inllanced  the  injuilice  and 
cruelty  of  the  Rohilla  war ;  the 
fale  of  Kora  and  Illahabad ;  the 
flopping  payment  of  the  ilipulated 
penflons  to  the  king  Shah  Allum, 
and  to  Nudjif  Khan  ;  the  renewal 
of  the  war  with  the  Mahrattas ;  the 
double- dealing  with  Ragoba  and 
the  Raja  of  Berar  ;  the  proceedings 
relative  to  the  Guntoor  circars,  and 
the  pefcufli,  or  tribute,  payable  to 
the k Nizam;  the  bufferings  of  the 
Raja  of  Tanjore  ;  the  arbitrary  ex¬ 
action  of  nazirs,  'or  free  gifts  ;  the 
fraudulent  grants  of  leafes ;  the 
harlh  and  unjullifiable  meafures 


*  This  criminal  connivance  was  attributed,  by  other  members  who  fpoke  in  the 
debate,  to  the  overruling  influence  which,  by  obvious  means,  the  principal  fervants  of 
the  company  abroad  had  acquired  in  the  courts  at  home  \  infomuch  that  the  relation 
between  them  was.  entirely  reverted,  and  the  latter  had  become  the  mere  agents  and 
inftruments  of  the  former. 

taken 
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taken  relative  to  the  Zemindars  of 
the  northern  circars,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  grofs  ill-treatment  of  the 
Raja  Vifieram  Rauze. 

Laftly,  from  this  body  of  crimi¬ 
nality  he  inferred  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  interpofition  of  the 
legislature,  both  for  the  purpofe  of 
puniftiing  delinquents,  and  wrefting 
power  out  of  the  hands  of  thole 
who  had  abufed  it.  The  difagree- 
able  talk  of  propofmg  certain  refo- 
lutions  to  the  committee  with  that 
defign  would  fall,  he  faid,  on  him  : 
and,  painful  and  odious  as  the  talk 
might  be,  his  duty  to  the  public 
required  he  Ihould  go  through  it. 
Rut  this  alone,  he  added,  would 
not  be  fufficient.  He  declared  his 
conviflion  -of  the  neceffity  of  fend¬ 
ing  out  to  India  certain  perfons,  to 
be  named  by  his  Majefty,  or  by 
parliament,  armed  with  the  high  eft 
authority  of  the  kingdom.  To  fome 
fuch  appointment  he  looked  up  for 
the  prefervation  of  India,  the  re- 
eftabliftiment  of  our  national  cha¬ 
racter,  and  the  deliverance  of  a  moft 
unfortunate  and  extenfive  country 
from  the  miferies  of  oppreffion  *  ; 
and  he  called  on  his  Majefty’s  mi- 
nifters  either  to  fupport  him  in  car¬ 
rying  through  the  bulinefs,  or  to 
bring  forward,  without  delay,  any 
other  meafures  they  might  judge 
more  effectual  for  the  accompliih- 
ment  of  thofe  great  and  important 
objects. 

Mr.  Dundas  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Rurke,  who,  af¬ 
ter  congratulating  the  Houle  on  the 
unanimity  with  which  the  great 
bulinefs  they  were  entering  on  was 


likely  to  be  profecuted,  declared 
their  hearty  concurrence  with  the 
learned  member,  in  the  mode  of 
proceeding  adopted  by  him,  name¬ 
ly,  that  of  making  the  removal  and 
punifhment  of  delinquents  go  hand 
and  hand  with  meafures  of  future 
regulation  ;  and  they  pledged  them- 
felves,  in  whatever  iituation  they 
might  be  found,  to  fupport  fuch 
plans  as  Ihould  appear  beft  cal¬ 
culated  for  purfuing  thofe  objeCls 
with  vigour  and  effect. 

On  the  zzd  of  April  Pvlr.  Dun¬ 
das  brought  forward  the  propor¬ 
tions  which  he  had  previouily  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  printed  for  the 
perufal  of  the  members.  The  fir  ft 
let,  amounting  to  45  in  number, 
related  to  the  general  fyftem  of 
the  company’s  government,  and  the 
mifconduCt  of  the  fupreme  council 
and  the  prefidency  of  Bombay. 
Thefe,  he  obferved,  might  require 
a  further  examination,  and  he  Ihould 
therefore  poftpone  them  for  the 
prefent.  The  fecond  fet,  confifting 
of  24,  had  for  their  objeCI  tfi® 
conduCi  of  the  prefidency  of  Ma¬ 
dras.  On  thefe,  if  adopted  by  the 
Houfe,  it  would  be  neceffary  to 
ground  a  criminal  prosecution  a- 
gainft  the  prefident.  Sir  Thomas 
Rumbold,  a  member  of  the  Houfe, 
and  other  perfons  concerned  there¬ 
in  ;  and  as  he  conceived  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  be  in  poffeftion  of  all  the 
materials  requifite  for  their  con- 
fideration,  he  Ihould  proceed  to 
move  them  without  further  delay. 

The  firft  four  refolutions  ftated 
that,  in  a  period  of  twelve  years, 
from  1767  to  1779  inclufive,  the 


*  It  fhould  appear  from  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Fox,  who  3n  the  courfe  of  the  debate 
expreffed  his  diflike  of  the  proportion,  that  Mr.  Dundas  had  mentioned  with  fome 
degree  of  approbation  the  idea  of  taking  from  the  company,  and  placing  under  the 
dire&ion  of  the  crown,  the  entire  management  of  their  territorial  poffeflions  in  the 
JEaft. 

furplus 
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furplus  net  revenues  of  the  com-  dulged  in  the  repeated  plundering 
pany,  under  the  presidency  of  Ma-  of  the  rich  country  of  Tanjore  and 
dras,  had  never,  except  in  one  of  the  company’s  Jaghire  lands, 
year,  been  equal  to  the  purchafe  of  could  not  eicape  observation.  It 
the  inveflment  for  Europe,  and  appeared  indeed  in  evidence,  that 
that  in  the  whole  period  they  had  with  refped  to  the  latter  he  had 
exceeded  the  charges  in  no  more  been  the  higheft  bidder,  and  that 
than  51,9611.  Thei'e  were  agreed  actuated  by  principles  of  pride  or 
to  without  any  debate.  motives  of  policy  he  become  their 

The  fifth  refolution  Hated,  that  tenant  at  a  rent  greatly  beyond 
the  balances  due  by  the  Zemindars  their  value.  This  had  been  one 
or  renters  of  the  company’s  lands  caufe  of  the  encreafe  of  his  debt 
in  the  northern  Circars  had  very  and  the  confequent  perplexity  of 
much  increafed  of  late  ;  and  that  his  affairs  and  violence  of  his  ex- 
the  Zemindars  were  much  diilrelfed.  actions.  In  the  exercife  of  thefe 
Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  objeded  to  oppreffions  he  was  fupported  by  the 
the  words  of  late  but  the  fad  fervants  of  the  company,  who,  in 
appearing  to  the  committee  to  be  their  turn,  made  him  the  vidim 
fubilantiated  by  the  evidence  in  the  of  their  rapine,  by  ufurioufly  fup- 
reports,  the  refolution  paffed  with-  plying  him  with  money  at  24  per 
out  a  divifion.  cent,  and  upwards. 

One  of  the  principal  caufes  of  The  eighth  refolution  therefore 
this  diftrefs  was  Hated  in  the  two  Hated,  “  that  the  company’s  Jag- 
following  refolutions,  viz.  tc  that  hire  lands,  including  almofl  the 
it  had  been  the  pradice  for  the  whole  of  the  territory  contiguous  to 
chiefs  of  the  fubordinate  Hations  Fort  St.  George,  Madras,  had  been 
to  receive  from  the  Zemindars  uniformly  let  to  the  Nabob  of 
certain  large  fums  of  money,  ar-  Arcot;”  and  the  ninth,  (i  that 
bitrarily  exadcd,  under  the  name  of  the  faid  Nabob  was  loaded  with 
Nazir  or  free  gift,  and  that  the  heavy  debts  both  to  the  company 
fame  had  never  been  accounted  for  and  .individuals  ;  that  his  troops 
to  the  company.”  In  the  debate,  were  ill  paid,  had  deferted  in  great 
the  enormous  height  to  which  this  numbers,  and  frequently  broken 
pradice  had  arrived  throughout  In-  out  into  dangerous  mutinies  on 
dia,  its  baneful  confequences,  the  that  account.”  The  impolicy  and 
abufes  that  were  countenanced,  and  danger  of  fufFering  the  Nabob, 
the  horrible  iniquities  that  were  under  the  circum dances  defcribed 
committed,  all  under  the  fandion  in  the  latter  refolution,  to  rent  ter- 
of  thefe  expiatory  Nazirs,  were  fully  ritories,  which  had  the  adual  com- 
flated  by  Mr.  Dundas  and  Mr.  mand  of  Madras,  were  flrongly  in- 
Burke. —  The  refolutions  were  a-  filled  on,  as  well  as  the  fufpicious 
greed  to.  nature  of  his  debts  and  their  in- 

The  indigent  circunrftances  of  the  fluence  in  the  general  fyHem  pur- 
Nabob,  and  the  enormous  amount  fued  by  the  prefidency  with  re- 
to  which  he  Hood  indebted  to  le-  gard  to  the  Nabob,  by  which  the 
veral  of  the  company’s  fervants,  Carnatic  had  been  brought  into  a 
notwithllanding  he  had  been  in-  ilate  of  the  moH  dreadful  confufion*. 

*  For  3  more  particular  account  of  the  mode  of  con  trading  thefe  debts,  and  oT 
the  proceedings  of  the  then  adminiHrntion  relative  thereto,  fee  debate  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  on  Mr,  Fox’s  motion,  November  1784. 
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Both  refolutions  palled. 

The  tenth  and  eleventh  refolu¬ 
tions  related  to  the  kingdom  of 
Tanjore,  and  were  alfo  agreed  to. 
In  them  it  was  hated,  44  that  the 
revenues  were  greatly  diminifhed, 
and  the  country  itfelf  much  on  the 
decline ;  and  that  this  was  in  a 
great  meafure  owing  to  an  opinion 
prevailing  in  the  country,  that  the 
Raja’s  government  would  not  be 
of  long  continuance,  and  that  ano¬ 
ther  revolution  was  approaching.” 
On  this  occafion  Mr.  Dundas  de- 
fcribed  the  country  of  Tanjore  to 
be  the  garden  of  India,  a  fpot 
where  Providence  feemed  to  have 
lavifhed  its  peculiar  bounties.  To 
this  country  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  had 
fet  up  the  moll  unjuit  and  abiurd 
pretenfions,  and  had  been  molt 
fcandaloufly  liltened  to  by  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  company  ;  by  repeated 
invalions  and  revolutions  it  had 
been  absolutely  ruined,  and  the  Raja, 
a  fovereign  of  an  ancient  and  molt 
honourable  defcent,  had  been  treated 
with  unheard-of  hardfhips.  In  thefe 
fentiments  Mr.  Dundas  was  joined  by 
the  general  voice  of  the  whole  com¬ 
mittee,  feveral  of  whom  declared 
that  this  Pilfering  prince  ought  to 
be  taken  under  the  protection  of 
parliament,  and  fecured  in  the  quiet 
pofieffion  of  his  dominions  againft 
the  bafe  and  infamous  arts  of  the 
Nabob  and  his  abettors.  As  an 
initance  of  the  defperate  lengths  to 
which  the  Nabob  had  been  encou¬ 
raged  to  proceed,  it  was  alferted, 
that  it  had  appeared  in  evidence 
before  the  committee,  that  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  the  members  of  that 
houfe  a  party  to  the  Nabob  in  his 
defigns  on  Tanjore,  a  fcheme  had 
been  aftually  formed  of  bribing  a 
majority  in  the  reprefentative  body 
of  the, nation  with  700,000 1. 


The  committee  having  gone 
through  thefe  eleven  refolutions, 
agreed  to  defer  the  confideration  of 
the  remainder  till  the  Monday  fol¬ 
lowing. 

On  the  25th,  Mr.  Dundas  laid 
upon  the  table  forty- two  additional 
refolutions,  refpe&ing  the  miicon- 
duCl  of  feveral  members  of  the 
prelidency  of  Fort  St.  George  ;  and 
on  the  29th  they  were  voted,  to¬ 
gether  with  thofe  before  deferred,  in 
a  committee,  and  the  whole  being 
immediately  reported,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  twelfth  and  the  feven  follow¬ 
ing  of  the  deferred  refolutions  con¬ 
demned  the  omiffion  of  timely  pre¬ 
caution,  and  the  fubfequent  dila- 
torinefs  and  indecifion  of  the  pre- 
fidency  at  the  time  of  the  irrup¬ 
tion  of  Hyder  Ally  into  the  Car¬ 
natic,  notwithhanding  their  early 
and  repeated. intelligence  of  his  in¬ 
tentions  ;  of  thefe,  the  fifteenth 
Hated  the  total  inability  of  the  Na¬ 
bob  of  Arcot  to  contribute  anything 
towards  the  common  defence,  ei 
ther  in  men,  money,  or  influence  ; 
and  that  he  attributed  this  inability 
to  the  weight  of  his  debts  and  the 
lofs  of  Tanjore.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  fixteenth  Hated  that  the 
Raja  of  Tanjore  was  not  found  in 
a  better  condition ;  and  that  he 
attributed  the  inability  on  his  part 
to  the  fufferings  which  his  coun¬ 
try  had  endured  under  the  opprefiive 
government  of  the  Nabob. 

In  the  twentieth  and  twenty-firft 
refolutions,  the  indifpenfable  necefi 
Hty  of  eflablifhing  feme  new  and 
effeClual  regulations  in  regard  to  the 
revenues,  debts,  and  military  eHab- 
lifhments.of  the  Nabob,  and  of  the 
Raja,  was  the  more  efpecially  in¬ 
filled,  becaufe  it  had  appeared  that 
the  fuccefs  of  Hyder  Ally  might  in 
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Tome  meafure  be  attributed  to  the 
great  defeats  in  thofe  particulars. 

The  tsventy-fecond  refpedted  the 
fettlement  of  the  matters  in  difpute 
between  the  Nabob  and  the  Raja, 
on  a  footing  of  juHice  and  pepetu- 
ity,  according  to  the  arrangement 
carried  into  execution  during  the 
government  of  Lord  Pigot. 

The  objeft  of  the  23d  refolution 
was,  fuch  an  eftablifhment  of  the  na¬ 
ture  and  amount  of  the  rents  of  the 
company’s  lands,  and  of  the  rights 
of  the  tributaries  and  renters  ;  ef- 
pecially  by  the  abolition  of  all  na¬ 
dirs  or  gifts,  as  might  tend  to  the 
prefent  relief  and  future  fecurity  of 
the  company’s  dependents,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  natives  of  every  degree. 

The  24th  Hated,  that  in  afcer- 
taining  the  debts  of  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot,  and  the  Raja  of  Tanjore, 
with  a  view  to  their  difcharge,  all 
juft  diHinttions  ought  to  be  made 
between  the  claims  of  the  different 
creditors,  and  the  utmoil  attention 
paid  to  the  difcovery  and  punifii- 
ment  of  peculation  by  any  of  the 
company’s  fervants,  and  to  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  it  in  future. 

The  committee  then  proceeded 
the  confideration  of  the  lafl  fet 
of  refolutions,  containing  matters  of 
criminal  charge  againft  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  Fort  St.  George;  and  on 
this  fet  Mr.  Dundas  declared  his 
intention  of  moving  the  Houfe  to 
proceed  by  a  bill  of  pains  and  pe¬ 
nalties. 

In  thefe  refolutions  Sir  Thomas 
Rumbold  was  charged,  HrH,  with 
having  remitted  to  Europe,  between 
the  8th  of  February  1778  (the  day 
of  his  arrival  at  Madras)  and  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  AuguH  in  the  fame  year, 
she  fum  of  41,000 1.  and  during  the 
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*  , 

two  fubfequent  years,  a  further  fum 

of  1 19  ,000 1.  the  whole  amount¬ 
ing  to  160,000 1. ;  *  altho’  his  lalary 
did  not  exceed  13,3331.  per  ann.  ; 
and  the  records  of  the  company  did 
not  contain  any  fpecihcation  of 
goods  on  hand,  debts  due,  or  loans 
made  in  India  by  him  before  his 
taking  on  him  the  office  of  gover¬ 
nor  ;  which,  in  cafe  he  had  been 
poffefled  of  fuch  efFefts,  he  was 
bound  by  his  covenant  to  have 
entered  therein. 

Secondly,  he  was  charged  with 
having  abolilhed  the  committee  of 
circuit  of  the  Jaghire  lands  and 
northern  Circars ;  a  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  company’s  orders  for 
the  purpofe  of  invefdgating  on  the 
fpot  many  elfential  points  refpecl- 
ing  the  tribute  and  rent  to  be  paid 
by  the  Zemindars  and  renters  of 
the  company’s  demefne  land,  and 
alfo  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
internal  government  of  thofe  dif- 
trifts,  with  a  particular  view  to 
preventing  extortion  and  the  op- 
preffion  of  the  native  inhabitants. 

Thirdly,  it  was  charged,  that 
having  dilfolved  the  committee  of 
circuit,  he  did  order  the  Zemindars 
to  repair  to  Madras,  fituated  at  the 
diftance  of  550  miles  from^the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  Circars,  there  to  fettle 
their  annual  tribute;  and ,  not  with- 

4f 

Handing  the  remonHrances  of  the 
fubordinate  councils,  and  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  Zemindars,  who  were 
both  averie  to  the  journey,  and  ill 
able  to  iupport  the  expence  ot  it, 
did  repeat  his  orders  and  enforce 
obedience  to  them  :  and  that,  whilft 
the  Zemindars  were  at  the  preli- 
dency,  he  did  himfeif  ieparaiely 
negociate  with  them  the  terms  of 
their  refpe&ive  cowles  or  leafes,  the 


*  See  p.  53. 
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grounds  of  fuch  leafes  being  in  no 
inftance  laid  before  the  council  col¬ 
lectively. 

Fourthly,  he  was  charged  with 
having,  by  compulfive  menaces,  and 
grofs  ill  treatment,  humiliating, 
i^jijuft,  and  cruel  in  themfelves,  and 
highly  derogatory  to  the  interelts  of 
the  company,  and  to  the  honour  of 
the  Britifh  nation,  compelled  the 
Raja  of  Vifianagrum  to  employ  Sit- 
aeram  Rauze  as  dtian  or  manager 
of  his  zemindary,  and  to  confirm  his 
adoption  of  the  fon  of  the  faid  Sit- 
teram  ;  and  with  having  further  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  faid  Sitteram  Rauze 
the  zemindary  of  Ancapilly,  and  the 
reftoration  of  the  fort  of  Vifiana¬ 
grum,  notwithftanding  he  appears 
on  the  records  of  the  lettlement  to 
have  been  a  man  of  bad  reputation, 
and  difaffeCled  to  the  company's 
interefts  ;  and  it  alfb  appearing, 
that,  pending  thefe  proceedings, 
two  lacks  of  rupees,  (20,000  b) 
were  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  Sit¬ 
teram,  then  at  Madras ;  and  that 
he  had  actually  contracted  by  bond 
to  pay  Mr.  Redhead,  private  fecre- 
tary  to  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  one 
lack  of  rupees  on  confideration  that 
he  ihould  ufe  his  influence  in  obtain¬ 
ing  for  him  the  advantages  above 
recited. 

Fifthly,  it  was  charged,  that 
notwithftanding  the  difcovery  of 
this  corruption  of  his  private  fe- 
cretary,  by  a  judicial  appeal  to  him- 
felf  and  the  council,  he  had  taken 
no  notice  theieof  in  his  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  directors ;  and  that 
©n  another  occafion  he  had  fup- 
prefted  the  information  given  by 


Mr.  Sadlier,  of  the  peculations  of 
three  of  the  company’s  fervants  at 
Mafulipatam  to  a  large  amount, 
and  had  concealed  the  fame  both 
from  the  council  at  Madras  and 
the  court  of  directors. 

Sixthly,  he  was  charged  with 
having  granted  to  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot  a  leafe  of  the  Jaghire  lands  for 
three  years,  in  direCt  difobedience 
to  the  repeated  pofitive  orders  of  the 
company,  founded  on  the  molt  co¬ 
gent  reafons  of  convenience  and  pub¬ 
lic  policy:  and  thereby  was  guilty 
of  a  great  breach  of  truft,  and  of  a 
high  crime  and  mifdemeanor  *. 

Seventhly^  he  was  charged  with 
having  been  guilty,  in  two  feveral 
inftances,  of  a  grols  breach  of  fo- 
lemn  treaties  entered  into  between 
the  company  and  the  Nizam  of  the 
Decan,  and  of  having  thereby 
ftained  the  national  honour,  in¬ 
flamed  the  refentments  of  the  Ni¬ 
zam,  and  endangered  the  fecurity 
of  the  company’s  poffefiions.  By 
thefe  treaties  the  ceflion  of  the  five 
northern  Circars  had  been  confirm¬ 
ed  to  the  company  on  two  exprefs 
conditions:  the  firft,  that  one  of 
them,  called  the  Guntoor  Circar, 
fhould  remain  in  the  pofleflion  of 
Bazalet  Jung  during  his  life,  or  un¬ 
til  it  was  the  Nizam’s  pleafure  that 
the  company  ihould  take  pofieflion 
of  it :  the  fecond,  that  the  company 
ihould  pay  to  the  Nizam  an  annual 
tribute  of  five  lacks  of  rupees. 

In  direCt  violation  of  the  firft  of 
thefe  ftipulations,  a  treaty  was  en¬ 
tered  into  by  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold 
with  Bazalet  J  ung,  for  the  immediate 
pofi’eflion  of  the  Guntoor  Circar, 


*  To  this  article  may  be  referred  the  18th  refolution,  in  which  it  appears,  from 
a  codicil  annexed  to  Mr.  Redhead’s  will,  that  Omeer-ul-omrah,  the  fecond  fon 
of  the  Nabob,  had  an  order  from  his  father  to  pay  him  the  fum  of  ^|e  lack  of 
rupess, 
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without  the  confent  or  knowledge 
of  the  Nizam  ;  a  military  force  was 
ordered  to  carry  it  into  execution  ; 
and,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot,  it  was  agreed  to  grant  him 
a  leafe  of  the  country  for  the  term 
of  ten  years. 

Whilft  the  mind  of  the  Nizam 
was  fmarting  under  this  offenfive 
treatment,  the  refident  at  his  court 
was  inftru&ed  to  propofe  the  with¬ 
holding  the  ltipulated  tribute  ;  al- 
tho’  he  had  been  allured  by  the  fame 
authority,  but  a  Ihort  time  before,  of 
the  future  regular  payment  thereof. 
And,  in  aggravation  of  thefe  violent 
and  unjuft  proceedings.  Sir  Thomas 
Rumbold  did  unwarrantably  attempt 
to  throw  obftruClions  in  the  way  of 
the  fupreme  council,  in  their  endea¬ 
vours  to  quiet  the  apprehenfions  and 
re-conciliate  the  affections  of  the 
Nizam  *. 

The  refolutions  being  agreed  to 
by  the  houfe,  leave  was  given 
,  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  pains  and 
penalties  againft  Sir  Thomas 
Rumbold,  Pe<:er  Perring,  and  John 
Whitehill,  for  breaches  of  public  truft 
and  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors. 
At  the  fame  time  was  alfo  bi ought 
in  a  bill  for  reftraining  thofe  per- 
fons  from  going  out  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  for  difcovering  their  effe&s, 
and  preventing  the  alienating  or 
tranfporting  of  the  fame  ;  which 
palfed  without  much  other  debate 
than  what  related  to  the  quantum 
of  the  fum  propofed  to  be  left  un¬ 
covered  of  Sir  Thomas  Rambold’s 


eftate,  which  at  laft  was  fixed  at 
50,000/.  for  the  purpofe  of  indem¬ 
nifying  his  fureties,  and  30,000/.  to 
enable  him  to  make  a  provifion  for 
his  children. 

Before  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  it  was 
ordered,  that  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold 
fhould  be  heard  in  his  defence, 
againft  the  fame,  by  counfel,  at  the 
bar.  The  great  variety  and  conu 
plicated  nature  of  the  criminal  al¬ 
legations  on  which  the  bill  was 
founded,  made  it  necelfary  for  the 
accufed  party  to  enter  into  a  long 
and  minute  defence.  Little  pro- 
grefs  was  made  therein  during  the 
Ihort  period  that  remained  of  the 
feflions  of  1782;  and  the  unfettled 
ftate  of  public  affairs  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  178c,  prevent¬ 
ed  the  houle  from  taking  it  up  till 
near  the  middle  of  that  feffion.  As 
the  feafon  advanced,  members  be¬ 
came  daily  more  remils  in  their  at¬ 
tendance  ;  and  at  length,  on  the  iff 
of  July,  a  motion  was  made  and 
carried,  for  adjourning  the  further 
confideration  of  the  bill  to  the  ift 
of  OClober,  by  which  means  the 
whole  proceeding  fell  to  the  ground, 
and  was  never  afterwards  returned. 

That  a  bill,  the  refult  of  fuch  long 
and  laborious  enquiries,  a  bill  in¬ 
troduced,  received,  and  proceeded 
upon  by  the  houfe  with  fo  much  fo« 
lemnitv,  (hould  be  fullered  thus  to 
fall  to  the  ground,  is  a  circum- 
ftance  on  which  we  are  at  a  lofs 
to  comment.  What  impreffion  Sir 


*  In  the  refolutions,  Mr.  Whitehill  and  Mr.  Perring,  members  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  were  alfo  charged  with  having  concurred  with  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  in  feveral 
of  the  proceedings  therein  condemned  ;  and  Mr.  Whitehill  was  further  charged 
•with  being  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor,  by  not  paying  immediate  and 
implicit  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  fupreme  council,  and  by  his  intemperate 
and  contumacious  conduC!,  whereby  he  held  out  an  alarming  example  of  difo- 
bediencc  to  the  orders  of  his  lawful  fupcriors,  and  of  difrefpeCl  to  the  aCts  of 
tlie  ihitilh  lcgifiature. 
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Thomas  Rumbold’s  defence  made  The  eighth  condemns  the  Ro~ 
upon  the  houfe,  as  no  queftion  was  hilla  war,  and  the  extermination  of 
put  thereon^  we  cannot  poffibly  de-  that  people;  and  charges  the  pre- 
termine,  It  would  certainly  be  fident  and  feleft  committee  of  Ben- 
Iiarfh  and  inequitable  to  prefume  gal  with  an  iniquitous  interference 
the  party  accufed  was  guilty,  be-  and  interefted  partiality  to  the  Ma- 
caufe  he  accepted  of  indemnity  bob  Vizier*. 

without  acquittal  ;  and  on  the  other  The  ninth  and  tenth  condemn  the 
hand,  we  cannot  pronounce’ him  in-  preftdency  of  Bombay  and  the  court 
nocent,  becaufe,  under  the  circum-  of  diredors  for  their  condud  refpedl- 
ftances  related,  his  accufer  failed  to  ing  the  Nabob  of  Broach  and  the 
profecute  hiiii  to  convi&ion.  The  commencement  of  the  Mahratta 
proceeding  itfelf  had  indeed  ope-  war. 

rated  as  no  light  punifhment ;  and  The  eleventh  condemns  the  alii 
this  confideration  might  probably  ance  with  Ragoba  ;  and  the  twelfth 
facilitate  the  paffing  of  the  vote  by  juftiftes  the  meafures  taken  by 
which  it  was  terminated.  But  by  Meftrs.  Clavering,  Monfon,  and 
this  management,  the  public  was  Francis  for  reftoring  peace, 
deprived  of  the  only  intereft  it  had.  The  following  refolutions,  up  to 
in  the  profecution,— -the  acquittal  of  the  thirty-feventh,  approve  of  the 
an  innocent  citizen,  or  the  example  treaty  of  Poorunder,  and  condemn 
of  a  panifhed  delinquent.  Thus,  the  conduft  of  the  court  of  directors 
however,  ended  the  firft  attempt  and  the  governor  general  ;  the  tor- 
made  by  this  parliament  to  punifh  mer  for  encouraging,  the  latter  for 
Indian  delinquency.-— We  mud  now  puduing  meafures  tending  to  renew 
revert  to  the  firft  fet  of  refolutions,  the  war,  and  particularly  the  pro- 
prefented  by  Mr.  Dundas  on  the  jected  alliance  with  the  Raja  of  Be- 
15th  of  April  1782,  and  containing  rar  :  to  thefe,  to  the  general  diftruft 
the  grounds  of  the  refolution  moved  of  our  fincerity,  and  to  the  ruinous 
by  him  againft  Mr.  Hornfby  and  and  aifgraceful  confequences  of  ralh 
Wrarren  Haftings,  Efq.  military  operations,  they  attribute 

In  the  fix  firft  of  thefe  refolutions  the  confederacy  formed  againft  the 
pertain  principles  of  juftice  and  po-  company  by  the  Nizam,  and  the 
licy  were  laid  down,  as  the  bafts  of  backwardnefs  of  the  Mahrattas  to 
the  government  of  India.  any  accommodation. 

The  feventh  condemns  the  ftop-  The  three  following  refolutions 
ping  of  the  penftons  payable  by  ftate  feveral  additional  mifchiefs 
treaty  to  the  Mogul  and  NudjifF  ariftng  from  the  Mahratta  war  ;  and 
Khan,  and  the  fale  of  Corah  and  acknowledge,  that  on  the  fuccefs  of 
Illahabad,  as  contrary  to  policy  and  Hyder  in  the  Carnatic,  the  gover- 
good  faith.  nor  general  gave  proof  of  the  mo  ft 

»  ;  V  •  •  -  • 

*  In  the  debate  on.  this  refolution,  the  word  exterminatwi  was  objefiied  to  by 
Mr.  Barwell  (one  of  the  council  at  the  time  of  this  tranfaftion)  as  too  ftrong,  the 
inhabitants,  as  he  obferved,  having  been  only  expelled.  On  the  other  hand, 
Mr.  Dundas  infilled  on  the  propriety  of  the  word  he  hadufed,  iince  it  had  appeared 
in  evidence  that  not  only  every  lpecies  of  violence  and  cruelty  had  been  ufed,  but 
that  numbers  ©f  them  had  been  actually  put  to  the  fword. 

:  important 
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important  exertions  for  the  affiftance 
of  Madras,  the  obtaining  of  peace, 
and  regaining  the  friendihip  of  the 
Nizam. 

The  fortieth  condemns  the  go- 
vernor  general’s  plan  of  an  alliance 
with  the  Dutch,  as  unwarranted, 
impolitic,  extravagant,  and  unjuft. 

The  next,  charges  the  governor 
general  with  deftgns  tending  to  pro- 
craftinate  an  accommodation  with  the 
Mahrattas,  injurioufty  to  theinterefts 
of  the  company  and  of  the  nation. 

The  forty-fecond  charges  him 
with  fuppreffing  material  informa¬ 
tion  in  his  correfpondence  with  the 
directors,  and  fending  the  fame  to 
Ids  private  agent  in  England. 

The  following  reiolution  ftates 
and  approves  of  certain  inftruCtions 
fent  in  the  laft  difpatches  from  the 
directors,  for  promoting  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  peace. 

The  forty -fourth  declares,  ££  that 
££  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  en- 
<£  tire  conviction  to  the  minds  of 
££  the  native  princes,  that  to  com- 
££  mence  hoftilities,  without  juft 
“  provocation,  againft  them,  and  to 
“  puriue  icnemes  of  conqueft  and 
££  extent  of  dominion,  are  meafures 
“  repugnant  to  the  wifh,  the  po- 
“  licy,  and  the  honour  of  this  na- 
££  tion,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  of 
(C  directors,  in  conformity  to  the  Jenfe 
££  expreffed  hy  this  Houfe,  forthwith 
t(  to  recall  fitch  member  or  jnembers  of 
**  their  principal  prefidencies  as*  ap- 
t{  pear  to  have  been  chiefly  con- 
#£  cerned  in  wilfully  adding  upon  a 
“  fyftem  tending  to  infpire  a  rea- 
££  fonable  diltruft  of  the  modera- 
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“  tion,  juftice,  and  good  faith  of 
££  the  Britifh  nation.” 

Thefe  refolutions  were  feverally 
agreed  to  by  the  Hcufe,  on  the  28th 
of  May  ;  and  in  addition  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  declaration  of  the  fenfe  of  par¬ 
liament,  expreffed  in  the  laft,  Mr. 
Dundas  faid,  he  fhould  move  the 
Houfe  to  come  to  a  fpecific  refolu- 
tion  for  the  recall  of  Mr.  Haftings 
and  Mr,  Hornfby.  That  he  was  urg- 
ed  to  take  this  ftep  by  an  account 
which  had  lately  arrived  from  In¬ 
dia  of  an  add  of  the  molt  flagrant 
violence  and  oppreffion,  and  of  the 
groffeft  breach  of  faith,  committed 
by  the  former  againft  Cheit  Sing, 
the  Raja  of  Benaras.  He  entered 
at  large  into  the  nature  of  that 
tranfa&ion,  and  concluded  with 
moving  the  following  refolution  : 

££  That  Warren  Haftings,  Efq; 
<s  Governor  General  of  Bengal, 
££  and  William  Hornfby,  Efq;  Pre- 
££  fident  of  the  council' at  Bombay, 
££  having  in  fundry  inftances  aCted 
££  in  a  manner  repugnant  to  the 
“  honour  and  policy  of  this  nation, 
££  and  thereby  brought  great  cala- 
“  mities  on  India,  and  enormous 
££  expences  on  the  Eaft  India  com- 
££  pany,itis  the  duty  of  thediredors 
££  of  the  faid  company  to  purfue  all 
“  legal  and  effectual  means  for  the 
££  removal  of  (the  laid  governor  ge- 
£<  neral  and  prelident  from  their 
££  refpeCtive  offices,  and  to  recall 
££  them  to  Great  Britain,” 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  di¬ 
rectors  took  the  neceffary  fteps  for- 
carryingit  into  effed  ;  but,  as  their 


*  Thefe  words  were  afterwards  left  out  of  the  refolution,  and  the  following  in¬ 
ferred  indead  of  them  :  <c  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  Jhould  gi<ve  fome  fignal 
?nark  of  its  difpleafure  againft  thofe  in  any  degree  intr ufted  with  the  charge  of  '  the 
(*  company's  affairs ,  who  JhalL  ” 

[»4l  proceedings 
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proceedings  are  fubjeft  to  the  con¬ 
trol  of  a  general  court  of  proprie¬ 
tors,  the  friends  of  Mr.  Haftings, 
whcfe  influence  in  that  body  was 
ijpw  found  to  be  irrefiftable,  had  re- 
courfe  to  that  expedient,  and  on  the 
g  I  ft  of  Qftober  the  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors  were  refcinded 
by  a  1  arge  majority. — Thus  ended 
the  fecond  parliamentary  attempt 
to  punilh  Indian  delinquency. 

This  oppofition,  however,  of  the 
proprietors  to  the  deliberate  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  to  the 
refolutions  of  the  court  of  directors, 
entered  upon  without  previous  en¬ 
quiry,  and  adopted  in  a  confufed 
and  tumultuous  debate,  without  any 
information  before  them,  was,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  next  feffions, 
itrongly  reprobated  by  Mr.  Dun- 
das,  both  as  dangerous  in  its  prin¬ 
ciple,  as  well  as  highly  infulting  to 
the  honour  of  parliament.  He  there¬ 
fore  moved,  that  all  the  proceedings 
relative  thereto  fhouid  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe;  and  on  thefe  and  the 
refolutions  before  voted  he  founded 
a  bill,  which  he  afterwards  brought 
In,  fc  for  the  better  regulating  the 
*f  government  of  India.” 

The  principal  objefts  of  this  bill 
were,  to  inveft  the  governor  gene¬ 
ral  with  a  difcretionary  power  to 
aft  againfl  the  will  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  whenever  he  fhouid  think  it  ne- 
eeffary  for  the  public  good  fo  to  do  ; 
to  allow  the  fubordinate  governors  a 
negative  on  every  propofition,  till 
the  determination  of  the  fupreme 
council  fnould  be  known  ;  to  fecure 
to  the  zemindars  or  landholders  of 
Hindoftan,  a  permanent  interelt  in 
their  refpeftive  tenures  ;  to  caufethe 
debts  of  the  Raja  of^Tanjore,  and 
of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  to  be  care¬ 
fully  examined  into,  and  to  put  an 
end  to  the  oppreffions  of  the  latter. 


and  the  corrupt  praftices  of  his 
creditors,  by  fecuring  to  the  Raja 
the  full  and  undifturbed  enjoyment 
of  his  kingdom  ;  laftly,  to  recall 
Governor  Haftings,  and  prevent  the 
court  of  proprietors  from  afting  in 
oppofition  to  the  fenfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  to  nominate  a  new  go¬ 
vernor  general.  For  this  import¬ 
ant  office  Mr.  Dundas  recommend¬ 
ed  the  Earl  Cornwallis  :  but  the 
members  who  at  that  time  had  the 
direction  of  public  affairs,  not  ap¬ 
proving  of  fome  of  the  principles 
of  the  bill,  and  declaring  their  in¬ 
tentions  of  taking  up  the  buflnefs 
early  in  the  next  feffions,  it  was  ta¬ 
citly  withdrawn. 

Having  gone  through  alb  the 
proceedings  which  were  moved  by 
the  chairman  of  the  fecret  committee, 
and  grounded  on  their  reports,  the 
heps  taken  by  the  feleft  commit¬ 
tee  require,  in  the  next  place,  our 
attention. 

Their  reports,  eleven  in  number, 
took  a  complete  review  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  Eaft  India  company, 
and  of  the  management  of  their  af¬ 
fairs  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
in  their  political  as  well  as  com¬ 
mercial  tranfaftions.  On  thefe  re¬ 
ports  was  principally  grounded  the 
great  plan  afterwards  introduced  by 
Mr.  Fox,  in  his  bill  for  the  better 
regulating  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  and  the  charges  of 
impeachment  which  have  fince  been 
inftituted  by  the  Commons  againft 
Mr.  Haftings. 

On  the  1 8th  of  April  1782,  their 
chairman.  General  Smith,  prefent- 
ed  to  the  Houfe  ten  refolutions  ;  of 
which  the  five  firft  related  to  the 
mifconduft  of  the  chairman  of  the 
court  of  directors,  in  having  unne- 
ceffarily  and  dangeroufly  delayed 
to  tranfmit  to  the  company’s  fet~ 

dements 
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dements  in  the  Eaft,  the  judicature 
aft,  pailed  in  the  iaft  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament,  by  which  the  good  pur- 
poles  of  the  faid  aft,  in  providing 
relief  for  certain  individuals,  as  well 
as  for  the  people  at  large,  might  be 
fruftrated. 

In  the  three  following  refolutions 
it  was  ftated,  “  that  Warren  Haft- 
*<  ings,  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  chief 
et  jultice  of  the  fupreme  court  of 
Bengal,  had  been  concerned,  the 
one  in  giving,  and  the  other  in 
<f  receiving,  an  office  tenable  at  the 
“  pleafure  of  the  fervants  of  the 
**  company,  contrary  to  the  true 
ic  intent  of  the  aft  of  13  Geo.  Ill; 
€C  and  that  this  unjuftifiable  tranf- 
“  aftion  between  them  was  attend - 
st  ed  with  circumftances  of  evil 
tendency  and  example.” — Thefe 
refolutions  being  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  an  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be 
prefented  to  the  King,  to  recall  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  to  anfwer  for  his  con- 
duft  in  the  tranfaftion  aforefaid. 

On  the  two  lad  refolutions  a  bill 
was  brought  in,  for  the  purpofe  of 
afcertaining  more  di.ftincHy  the 


powers  given  by  former  acts  to  the 
governor  general  and  council  of 
Bengal. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  feffion,  the 
King  expreffed  his  approbation  “  of 
“  the  diligence  and  ardour  with 
“  which  the  houfe  had  entered  up- 
“  on  the  confideration  of  the  Bri- 
“  tifh  interefts  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
(S  as  worthy  of  their  wifdom,  juf® 
“  tice,  and  humanity  ;  and  affur- 
“  ed  them,  that  to  proteft  the  per- 
<f  fons  and  fortunes  of  millions  in 
“  thofe  diftant  regions,  and  to  com- 

bine  our  profperity  with  their 
“  happinefs,  were  objefts  which 
“  would  repay  the  utmoft  labour 
(<  and  exertion.” 

It  was  remarked,  that  the  King?s 
fpeechat  the  opening  of  the  enfuing 
feffion,  in  December  1782,  did  not 
contain  a  fmgle  word  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  India.  At  the  end  of  that 
feffions  it  was  iignified,  that  the 
<(  confideration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
“  Eaft  Indies  would  require  to  be 
“  refumed  as  early  as  poffible,  and 
c<  to  be  purfued  with  a  ferious  and 
“  unremitting  attention.” 


I 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Meeting  of  parliament  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1783.  King's  fpeech. 
Addreffes  voted  unanimoufy.  I wo  India  bills  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fox. 
Subfiance  of  the  bill  for  vefiing  the  affairs  of  the  company  in  commifjioners . 
Subfiance  of  the  bill  for  the  better  government  of  the  territorial  poffef- 
Jions.  Debates  on  the  bills .  Objections  and  replies — 1 fi.  of  charters — 
plea  of  neceffity — magnitude  of  abufes—fiate  of  finances — company's 
government  in  India — independent  powers — allies  and  dependents — -ter¬ 
ritorial  pojfefions — abuj'es  curable — court  of  -proprietors — court  of  directors 
, mimfers  of  the  crown .  2d.  Objection.  'The  dangerous  powers  and 

influence  created  by  the  bills.  Anfiwer  to  this  objection.  Firji  India  bill 
carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Rumours  of'  the  king' s  difi ike  of  the  bill. 
.Mr  nasty  againfi  the  minifiers  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Motions  in  the  Houfe  of 
Com. ncrs,  relative  to  the  reports  of  the  king's  difap probation  of  the  bills  ; 
a  A  10  the  dijfolution  of  parliament .  Bill  rejected  by  the  Lords.  Mi - 


refers  removed. 

*  \  , 

ON  the  nth  November  1783, 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament 
being  aiTembled,  were  informed,  in 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  that  de¬ 
finitive  treaties  of  peace  had  been 
concluded  with  the  courts  of  France 
and  Spain,  and  with  the  United 
States  of  America  ;  and  that  pre¬ 
liminary  articles  had  been,  ratified 
with  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces.  The  cauie  of 
their  being  called  together  after  fo 
ihort  a  recefs  was  then  explained. 
They  were  told  that  the  fituation  of 
the  Eafl  India  Company  would  re¬ 
quire  the  utmoft  exertion  of  their 
abilities,  and  that  the  fruit  was  ex¬ 
pelled  of  thofe  important  inquiries 
which  had  been  fo  long  and  fo  di¬ 
ligently  purfued.  Their  attention 
was  next  called  to  the  dangerous 
frauds  which  prevailed,  and  the 
alarming  outrages  that  had  been 
committed,  relative  to  the  collection 
of  the  public  revenues  ;  and  fuch 
further  powers  were  required  from 
the  legislature  as  might  enable  the 
executive  government  to  prevent 
the  co eloquences  of  this  daring 


fpirit.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  were  informed,  that  the 
reductions  that  had  been  made  in 
the  naval  and  military  eflablifh- 
ments  were  brought  as  low  as  pru¬ 
dence  would  admit ;  and  that  it  was 
not  doubted  but  the  fortitude  which 
had  hitherto  fupported  the  nation  un¬ 
der  many  difficulties,  would  make  her 
bear  with  chearfulnels  the  burthens 
which  the  prefent  exigencies  would 
require,  and  which  were  neceiTary 
for  the  full  fupport  of  the  national 
credit.  The  fpeech  concluded  with 
recommending  temper  and  modera¬ 
tion  in  all  their  deliberations,  and 
with  hoping,  lhatas  in  many  refpedls 
our  fituation  was  new,  their  counfels 
would  provide  what  that  fituation 
called  for,  and  that  their  wifdom 
would  give  permanency  to  whatever 
had  been  found  beneficial  by  the 
experience  of  ages. 

Addreffes  in  the  ufual  form  were 
moved  by  the  earl  of  Scarborough 
and  lord  vifeount  Hampden,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords ;  and  by  the  earl  of 
Upper  OfTory,  and  Sir  Francis  Baf- 
fet,  in  the  lower  Houfe ;  and 

were 
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were  unammoufly  agreed  to.  But 
chis  unanimity  in  the  votes  of  par¬ 
liament  did  not  prevent  fome  hof- 
tile  reproaches  from  being  thrown 
out  again  If  the  principles  on  which 
the  admini  If  ration  had  been  formed, 
and  fome  blame  on  their  conduCt, 
fince  their  acquiiition  of  office.  In 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  earl  Temple 
charged  them  with  having  forced 
their  wav  into  the  ferviceofthe  crown, 
and  thereby  ihakcn  the  conftitution 
of  this  country  ;  he  affied  why  the 
treaties  with  the  Dutch  and  the 
Americans  had  not  been  concluded? 
why  no  notice  had  been  taken  in  the 
fpeech  of  the  alarming  lituation  of 
the  public  funds  ?  why  no  mention 
had  been  made  of  Ireland  ?  why 
no  plan  had  been  yet  brought  for¬ 
ward  for  regulating  the  affairs  of 
the  India  company? 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  Mr. 
William  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Pitt,  animadverted  with  great  tri¬ 
umph  on  the  inconfiifency  of  the 
rninilterial  fide  of  the  houfe,  in 
voting  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
King,  for  having  concluded  defi¬ 
nitive  treaties  of  peace,  the  very 
tranfcript  of  thole  preliminary  arti¬ 
cles,  which  they  had  before  voted 
to  be  inadequate  and  difhonourable. 
They  likewife  called  loudly  on  the 
minilfer  to  bring  forward  without  de¬ 
lay  fome  plan  for  fecuring  and  im¬ 
proving  the  advantages  that  might  be 
derived  from  our  poffeffions  in  the 
Eaft  ;  a  plan,  not  of  temporary  pal¬ 
liation  or  timorous  expedients,  but 
vigorous  and  effectual,  fuited  to  the 
magnitude,  the  importance,  and  the 
alarming  exigency  of  the  cafe.  In 
anlwer  to  this  requisition,  Mr.  Fox 
acquainted  the  houfe,  that  he  pro- 
pofed  on  the  Tuefday  following  to 
bring  forward  a  motion  relative  to 
that  object. 
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On  that  day  Mr._  Fox  moved  the 
houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 

for  veiling  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft 
“  India  company  in  the  hands  of 
<c  certain  commiffioners,  for  the 
“  benefit  of  the  proprietors,  and  the 
(i  public  And  alfo,  a  bill  “  for 

the  better  government  of  the  ter- 
“  ritorial  poffeffions  and  dependent 
<f  cies  in  India.” 

By  the  former  of  thele  bills  it  was 
propofed  to  enaCt,  that  the  whole 
government  and  management  of  the 
territorial  poffeffions,  revenues,  and 
commerce  of  the  company,  toge¬ 
ther  with  all  and  fingular  the  powers 
and  authorities  before  veiled  in  the 
directors,  or  in  the  general  court  of 
proprietors  of  the  laid  company, 
fhould  be  veiled  in  feven  directors, 
named  in  the  aCt,  for  and  during 
the  fpace  of  four  "years. 

<c  That  for  the  foie  purpofe  of 
ordering  and  managing  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  faid  Company,  nine 
affiftant  directors,  being  proprietors, 
each  of  them  of  2,000/..  capital  ftock, 
Ihould  be  appointed,  to  aCt  under 
and  fubjefl  to  the  orders  of  the  di¬ 
rectors  aforefaid, 

<e  That  all  vacancies  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  faid  directors  Ihould  be 
filled  by  his  majelly  ;  and  that  the 
vacancies  in  the  office  of  the  faid 
affiftant  directors  Ihould  be  filled 
by  a  majority  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  company,  at  an  election  by  open 
poll. 

<<r  That  the  affiftant  directors 
fhould  be  removeable  by  five  direc¬ 
tors,  the  caufe  and  realons  for  fuch 
removal  being  entered  on  their 
journals,  and  figned  with  their  re- 
1'peClive  names ;  and  that  the  direc¬ 
tors,  and  affiftant  directors,  Ihould  be 
removeable  by  his  majelly,  upon  an 
addrefs  of  either  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 
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*£  The  bill  then  provides  certain 
regulations  relative  to  the  official 
proceedings  of  the diredors  ;  and 
enumerates  certain  difqualifications, 
which  fhould  render  any  perfon  in¬ 
capable  of  being  a  director  or  affift- 
ant  diredor. 

“  It  then  enads,  that  the  direc¬ 
tors  fhould,  once  in  every  fix  months, 
lay  before  a  general  court  of  pro¬ 
prietors  an  exad  hate  of  the  mer¬ 
cantile  concerns  of  the  company  ; 
and  alfo  that,  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  every  feffion,  they  fhould 
lay  the  fame,  together  with  other 
accounts  therein  hated,  before  the 
commiffioners  of  his  majefty’s  trea- 
fury,  to  be  by  them  laid  before  both 
houfes  of  parliament. 

“  Authority  is  then  given  to  the 
diredors  to  remove,  fufpend,  ap¬ 
point,  or  reftore  any  of  the  officers 
in  the  company’s  fervice,  either  ci¬ 
vil  or  military. 

(i  It  next  provides  for  the  fpeedy 
and  effedual  trial  of  all  perfon s 
charged  with  any  offences  commit¬ 
ted  in  India  ;  and  alfo  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  all  perfons  fo  charged 
from  returning  to  India,  before  a  due 
examination  of  the  matters  charged 
fhall  be  had ;  and  it  requires  from 
every  diredor  before  whom  exami¬ 
nation  into  the  fubjed  matter  of  fuch 
charge  fhall  be  had,  to  enter  upon 
the  journals,  and  fubfcribe  with  his 
name,  the  fpecific  reafons  on  the 
particular  cafe,  for  the  opinion  or 
vote  he  fhall  give  thereon. 

“  It  further  provides  for  a  fpeedy 
decifion  upon  all  differences  or 
doubts  which  may  arife  amongft 
the  members  of  their  government  in 
India ;  and  direds,  that  in  cafe 
fuch  a  decifion  fhall  not  be  had 
within  three  months  after  the  ac¬ 
count  of  any  fuch  difference  or  doubt 
fhall  be  received,  the  diredors  fhall 


enter  upon  their  journals  their  rea¬ 
fons  for  not  coming  to  fuch  a  deter¬ 
mination. 

i(  It  then  direds,  that  on  com¬ 
plaint  of  any  breach  cf  treaty,  in¬ 
jury,  wrong,  or  oppreffion,  commit¬ 
ted  again!!  any  native  prince  in 
India,  or  if  any  fuch  wrong  fhould 
appear  on  any  part  of  their  corre- 
fpondence,  the  diredors  fhould,  as 
fpeedily  as  may  be,  enquire  into, 
and  do  full  and  complete  juftiee  up¬ 
on  the  fame. 

(i  It  then  enads,  that  the  direc¬ 
tors  and  affiflant  diredors  fhould  be 
incapable  of  holding  any  office  what- 
foever  in  the  fervice  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  or  any  place  of  profit  from 
the  crown  during  pieaiure ;  and 
alfo,  that  the  diredors  appointed  un¬ 
der  this  ad  fhould  not  be  thereby 
difqualified  from  being  eleded,  or 
fitting  and  voting  as  a  member  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  And  laftly, 
that  the  affiflant  diredors  fhould  be 
allowed  a  clear  yearly  falary  of 
500/.  from  the  company.” 

By  the  fecond  bill,  “  the  powers 
granted  to  the  governor  general  and 
council,  by  the  13  Geo.  III.  are 
more  fully  explained,  and  flricl  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  orders  of  the  diredors 
enjoined. 

“  The  delegation  of  the  powers 
of  the  council  general,  or  of  any 
prefidency,  is  prohibited ;  the  revi- 
fion  of  all  proceedings  in  fpecial 
commiffions  is  direded  ;  and  the  re¬ 
gular  communication  of  all  corre- 
lpondence  in  India  to  the  feveral 
councils  provided  for. 

<f  It  forbids  the  exchange,  or  the 
acquifition,  or  the  invafion  of  any 
territory  in  India,  or  the  forming 
any  alliance  for  fuch  piirpoies,  or 
the  hiring  out  any  part  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  forces,  by  the  council  gene¬ 
ral,  or  any  prefidency  . 

<( 


It 
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fC  It  prohibits  the  appointment  to 
any  office  of  any  perfon  removed  for 
mifdemeanor,  and  forbids  the  let¬ 
ting  out  to  hire  any  farm  or  other 
thing  to  the  lervants  of  any  perfon 
in  the  civil  fervice  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

“  It  aboli ilies  all  monopolies  in 
India. 

“  It  declares  the  acceptance  of 
^11  prefen ts  to  be  illegal,  with  cer¬ 
tain  penalties ;  and  makes  fuch  pre- 
fents  recoverable  by  any  perfon,  for 
his  own  foie  benefit. 

et  It  fecures  an  eftate  of  inherit¬ 
ance  to  the  native  landholders,  and 
provides  againif  the  alteration  or  in- 
creafe  of  rents. 

**  It  then  direfts,  with  refpeft  to 
princes  engaged  to  keep  up  or  pay 
troops  for  the  fervice  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  or  paying  tribute  to  them, 
or  being  under  their  proteftion, 
that  they  fhall  not  be  molefted  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  ;  it 
provides  for  the  punifhment  of  of¬ 
fences  committed  in  their  territo¬ 
ries  ;  it  forbids  the  fervants  of  the 
company  to  colleft  or  farm  their  re¬ 
venues,  or  to  acquire  mortgages,  or 
have  any  pecuniary  tranfaftions 
with  them  ;  and  fecures  the  right  of 
fucceflion  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  country  :  it  likewife  prohibits 
them  from  farming  any  lands  of  the 
company,  or  refiding,  for  more  than 
a  certain  term,  in  any  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fettlements  ;  and  it  provides 
for  the  protection  of  any  other  prin¬ 
ces  cr  zemindars  dependant  upon 
them. 

“  It  preferibes  a  mode  for  ad¬ 
juring  the  difputes  between  the  na¬ 
bob  of  Arcot,  and  the  raja  of  Tan- 
jore,  or  between  them  and  their 
Britifh  creditors. 

“  it  directs  that  the  difpoilefTed 
p  jlygars  fhould  be  rdlored. 


**  It  next  explains  the  powers 
granted  by  the  1 3  Geo.  III.  to  the 
council  general  over  the  other  pre- 
fidencies,  in  matters  of  war,  peace, 
and  treaties. 

“  It  difqualifies  the  agents  of 
any  protected  prince,  and  all  per- 
fons  in  the  fervice  of  the  company, 
from  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  during  their  continuance  in 
fuch  employment,  and  for  a  certain 
time  after  their  quitting  the  fame. 

<(  It  lailly  direfts  that  all  of¬ 
fences  againft  this  aft  may  be  pro- 
fecuted  in  the  courts  in  India,  or  in 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench.” 

Such  was  the  fubllance  of  thefe 
two  celebrated  bills :  fimplicity,  ef¬ 
ficiency,  and  refponfibility,  are  evi¬ 
dently  the  principles  on  which  they 
are  formed ;  nor  does  it  appear 
that,  during  the  courfe  of  their  pro- 
grefs  in  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
their  merits,  as  a  fyliem  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  India,  was  ever  con¬ 
troverted  or  denied,  even  by  thofe 
who  oppofed  them  with  the  greatefl: 
zeal  and  acrimony. 

The  arguments  urged  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  them  were  drawn  from  two 
fources  :  ill.  The  arbitrary  defeaz¬ 
ance  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the 
courts  of  proprietors  and  direftors, 
without  a  jultifiable  plea  of  necef- 
fity  :  and,  2dly,  The  dangerous  pow¬ 
er  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  new' 
commifiioners.  On  both  thefe 
grounds  iffue  was  joined  by  the  ad¬ 
vocates  for  the  new  fyilem. 

In  order  to  fubftantiate  the  ground 
of  necelfity,  the  fupporters  of  the 
bills  began  with  obferving,  that 
the  phrafe  of  chartered  rights  was 
full  of  affieftation  and  ambiguity. 
That  there  were  two  kinds  of  char¬ 
ters  ;  the  firft,  when  the  natural 
rights  of  men  were  confirmed  by  the 
folemnity  of  fome  public  deed,  fuch 

as 
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as  the  charters  of  King  John  and 
King  Henry  III.  The  fecond  fort 
were  formed  on  principles  the  very 
reverfe  of  thefe  ;  they  were  for  the 
purpofe  of  fufpending  the  natural  > 
rights  of  mankind  at  large,  in  or¬ 
der  to  confer  fome  exclhfive  privi  - 
lege  on  particular  perfons  ;  fuch 
were  commercial  charters ;  and  luch 
charters  were  therefore,  in  the  drift¬ 
ed  fenfe,  trulls  voidable  whenever 
they  fubftantially  varied  from  the 
purpofe  of  their  exiftence. 

That  in  conformity  to  this  opi¬ 
nion,  parliament  had  paffed  feveral 
ads,  all  of  which  evidently  infring¬ 
ed  upon  the  charter  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  The  ad  of  1773,  for  de¬ 
priving  500 1.  dock-holders  of  their 
votes  \  the  ad  of  177B  ;  the  ad  of 
1781  ;  the  bill  brought  in  lad  fef- 
/  fion  by  the  chairman  of  the  fecret 
committee  ;  were  all  clearly  found¬ 
ed  on  a  violation  of  the  company’s 
charter.  It  had  been  admitted,  on 
all  fides,  that  the  company,  under 
its  prefent  conflitution,  was  totally 
inadequate  to  the  government  of 
their  imrneme  territorial  acquifi- 
tions  ;  and  it  was  a  Iked  how  it  was 
poffible  to  attempt  any  regulation, 
without  violating  the  company’s 
charter  ?  Had  not  even  thofe  per¬ 
fons,  who  now  affeded  to  feel  fo 
much  horror  at  this  infringement  of 
charters,  themfeives  exclaimed  a- 
gaind  all  palliatives  and  halj  mea- 
jures,  and  called  loudly  for  a  com¬ 
plete  and  well-digeded  fydem  ? 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  contend¬ 
ed,  that  though  fome  reform  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  neceffary  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  company  s  affairs,  yet 
that  the  extent  of  the  remedy  went 
infinitely  beyond  the  extent  of  the 
neceflity.  That  the  disfranchife- 
ment  of  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  the  confifcation  of  their 
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property,  could  only  be  judified  by 
ads  of  delinquency  legally  edablifh- 
ed.  To  this  it  was  replied,  that 
their  property  was  not  confifcated, 
the  bill  exprefsly  veding  it  in  the 
company,  in  trud  for  the  foie  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  proprietors.  But  to 
whom,  faid  the  opponents,  are  they 
to  apply  for  relief,  in  cafe  of  the 
groffed  abufe  of  this  trud?  It  can 
only  be  to  parliament,  where  in  any 
difpute  the  corrupt  influence  created 
by  the  bills  would  readily  procure 
to  any  minider  a  majority  in  his 
favour.  With  refped  to  disfran- 
chifement,  it  was  urged  in  fupport 
of  the  bills,  that  the  mod  material 
of  their  franchifes,  their  commer¬ 
cial  monopoly,  was  left  untouched  ; 
and  that  the  franchifes  taken  away 
were  fuch  as  had  been  grofsly  and 
notorioudy  abufed. 

This  preliminary  ground  being 
fought  over,  the  advocates  for  the 
new  fyd'Om  proceeded  to  edablifh 
the  plea  of  neceflity  ;  in  order  to 
which  they  acknowledged  them¬ 
feives  bound  to  prove,  id.  That 
the  abufes  alledged  were  of  enor¬ 
mous  magnitude  and  extent,  and 
highly  dangerous  in  their  confe- 
quences;  and,  2dly,  That  they  were 
habitual,  and,  without  an  entire 
change  of  fydem,  utterly  incura¬ 
ble. 

The  date  of  the  finances  of  the 
company  was  the  firft  in  dance  ad¬ 
duced,  In  the  courfe  of  lad  year 
the  company  had  applied  to  parlia¬ 
ment  for  leave  to  borrow  500,000/. 
and  afterwards  for  a  further  aid  of 
300,000/.  in  exchequer  bills,  and 
for  the  remiflion  of  the  payment  of 
cuftoms  to  the  amount  of  near  a 
million  more.  As  a  check  on  the 
further  increafe  of  their  debts,  they 
had  been  bound  not  to  accept  of 
bonds  drawn  on  them  from  India, 
3  \  ,  beyond 
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beyond  the  amount  of  300,000  /. 
without  the  leave  of  the  lords  of 
the  treafury.  An  application  for 
this  purpofe  had  been  lately  made, 
and  it  appeared  that  bills  had  been 
drawn  in  Bengal,  over  and  above 
the  300.000/.  amounting  nearly  to 
two  millions  of  money.  The  matter 
appeared  to  be  of  an  extremely  de¬ 
licate  nature.  On  the  one  hand,  to 
fuffer  the  bills  to  be  protefted,  and 
fent  back,  might  be  of  ruinous  con- 
fequence  both  to  the  company,  and 
even  to  the  credit  of  the  nation. 
On  the  other,  to  permit  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  them,  and  thereby  pledge 
the  public  faith  for  their  payment, 
was  a  ftep  that  required,  at  leaft,  a 
previous  examination  into  the  ftate 
of  their  affairs.  On  this  examina¬ 
tion  it  was  found,  that  their  debt, 
including  thefums  above  mentioned, 
amounted  to  about  eleven  millions ; 
and  that  the  flock  in  hand,  applica¬ 
ble  to  the  payment  of  this  fum, 
did  not  exceed  3,200,000/.  With 
this  balance  of  near  eight  millions 
againft  them,  it  was  afked,  whether, 
without  adopting  fome  effectual  re¬ 
formation  in  the  management  of 
their  affairs,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 


could  lend  the  public  money  on  the 
fecurity  of  a  company  already  on 
the  verge  of  bankruptcy. 

In  oppofition  to  this  argument 
it  was  averred  on  the  other  fide, 
that  the  account,  as  above  hated, 
was  abfolutely  faife  ;  and  another 
account  was  prefen  ted  to  the  houfe 
by  the  court  of  directors,  in  which 
there  appeared  a  balance  in  favour 
of  the  company  of  near  four  mil¬ 
lions.  This  difference  of  twelve 
millions  in  the  two  Accounts  arofe 
chiefly  from  their  having  been 
made  upon  different  principles. 
In  the  ftatement  of  the  directors, 
every  fpecies  of  the  company’s  pro¬ 
perty  was  brought  into  account,  and 
a  balance  ftruck  on  the  fuppofltion 
of  its  being  at  that  moment  dif- 
folved.  In  the  other,  fuch  parts  of 
their  flock  only  were  carried  to  their 
credit,  as  could  be  difpofed  of, 
leaving  them  hill  in  a  condition  to 
continue  their  trade,  which  it  was 
the  objeft  of  the  bills  to  enable 
them  to  do.  On  this  principle  the 
following  fums,  carried  to  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  company,  in  the  directors 
flatement,  were  difallowed. 


The  value  of  flapping,  warehoufes,  flores  naval  and 
military,  at  home  and  abroad  —  — -  — 

Difputed  debts  claimed  flnce  before  the  year  1763,  from 
the  French,  Spanifh,  and  Britifh  governments  — 

Debts  claimed  from  Indian  princes,  and  rentees  — 
To  be  dedudled  from  4,200,000  /.  lent  to  govern¬ 
ment  at  3  per  cent .  *  —  —  — 


£■ 

2,450,600 

422,000 

3,402,000 

1, 680,000 


Carried  forward  — •  7,954,600 

*  This  fum  was  to  be  repaid  to  the  company,  it  government  fhould  ever  put 
an  end  to  their  monopoly  ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  it  was  argued,  their  intereft  in  it, 
if  allowed  at  all,  could  not  be  valued  at  more  than  the  price  of  that  fum  in  the 
3  per  cents.  In  like  manner,  1,346,6001.  is  allowed  below  to  the  credit  of  the  com-* 
pany,  being  the  difference  between  2,992,44.0!.  due  to  the  proprietors  of  India  an¬ 
nuities,  at  3  per  cent .  and  the  current  price  of  that  flock,  which  was  55  per  cent. 

And 
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Brought  over  —  7,95 4,630 

And  the  following  Sums  were  added  to  the  D,ebts  of  the 

Company . 


Lofs  on  the  prime  coft  of  four  cargoes  from  Bengal 
Balance  on  freight  for  fhipping  —  *— 

Arrears  due  to  the  military  —  — 

Due  to  the  Soubah  of  the  Decan  ■ — 

Capital  ftock  due  to  the  proprietors  — 


113,800 
i,6pfl,6oo 
1 40,000 
300,000 
3,200,000 


13,387,00® 

Allowed  on  2,992,440!.  India  ann.  3  per  cent .  *—  1,346,600 


Difference  of  Accounts  <—  12,040,400 


The  principles  of  this  ftatement 
were  ftrongly  controverted  by  the 
Speakers  in  oppofition  ;  and  even 
fuppofing  them  juft,  the  laft  article, 
in  which  the  original  ftock  of  the 
company  ftands  a  debt  againft  them, 
was  faid  to  be  in  dirett  contradic¬ 
tion  to  the  principle  firft  laid 
down. 

The  fecond  head  of  abufes  re¬ 
lated  to  the  company’s  govern¬ 
ment  in  India,  as  it  affe&ed,  ift. 
The  independent  powers  of  that 
country  ;  adly.  The  ftates  in  al¬ 
liance  with  or  dependent  on  us ; 
and,  3dly,  Our  own  territorial  pof- 
feflions. 

Under  the  firft  clafs  were  ranged 
the  extravagant  proje&s,  and  ex¬ 
pen  five  wars,  entered  into  by  the 
company,  for  the  purpofe  of  extend¬ 
ing  their  dominions ;  their  viola¬ 
tions  of  treaty,  their  breaches  of 
faith,  th,e  fale  of  the  company’s  au¬ 
thority  and  affiftance  in  fupport  of 
the  ambition,  rapacity,  and  cruelty 
of  others,  and  the  betraying,  each 
in  his  turn,  of  every  prince,  with¬ 
out  exception,  with  whom  they  had 
formed  any  connexion  in  India. 
The  fafts  which  were  brought  in 
proof  of  thefe,  and  of  the  fubfe* 


quent  general  charges,  were  taken 
from  the  reports  of  the  two  Indian 
committees.  We  have  already  had 
occafion  to  enumerate  many  of  them; 
and  as  the  impeachment  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  General  of  Bengal,  which 
has  fince  been  moved  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  will  make  it  neceftary 
for  us  hereafter  to  enter  into  a  lar¬ 
ger  detail,  we  fhall  referve  them, 
in  order  to  avoid  repetition,  for 
that  occafion. 

The  fecond  clafs  of  abufes  in  the 
company’s  government  in  India, 
comprehended  their  corrupt  and 
ruinous  interference  in  the  internal 
government  of  the  princes  depen¬ 
dent  on  them  ;  the  invafion  of  their 
rights;  the  unjuft  exa&ion  of  ex¬ 
orbitant  aids  and  tribute  ;  the  fla¬ 
grant  and  enormous  peculations  of 
the  company’s  civil  fervants,  and 
the  diforders  and  rapacity  of  the 
military. 

Thirdly,  with  refpeft  to  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  countries  under 
their  own  immediate  dominion,  it! 
was  ftated,  that  the  general  fyftem 
of  their  conduct  was  directed  to  one 
Angle  end,  namely,  the  tranimiflion 
of  wealth  from  that  country  to  this. 
With  this  view,  at  one  time  mo¬ 
nopolies 
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nopolies  had  been  eftablilhed,  not 
only  of  every  article  of  trade,  but 
even  of  the  necelfaries  of  life  ;  at 
another  the  privilege  of  pre-emption 
was  fecured  to  the  company  ;  and 
thefe  were  followed  by  partial  and 
arbitrary  preferences,  not  lefs  ruin¬ 
ous  in  their  confequences  than  the 
former.  By  this  impolitic  and  op- 
preffive  conduct,  the  merchants  and 
bankers  of  India,  many  of  whom,  in 
extent  of  trade  and  credit,  were 
fcarcely  equalled  by  thofe  of  the 
frit  clafs  in  Europe,  being  difabled 
from  all  undertakings  of  magnitude, 
fell  gradually  into  decay,  whild  the 
native  cultivators  and  manufacturers 
were  obliged  to  accept  of  a  bare  fuf- 
hciency  for  their  maintenance,  mea- 
fured  out  to  them  by  the  judgment 
of  thofe  who  were  to  profit  by  their 
labour.  But  this  was  not  the  word: : 
for  in  the  progrefs  of  thefe  detrac¬ 
tive  meafures,  the  oppreffions  and 
cruelties  ufed  by  thofe  to  whom  the 
execution  of  them  was  committed, 
went. far  beyond  the  extent  of  the 
original  evil.  The  fervants  of  the 
company,  adopting,  as  might  na¬ 
turally  be  expected,  the  principles 
of  their  employers,  extended  the 
practice  of  them  to  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  purpofes  ;  and,  to  complete  the 
mifchief,  they  found  themfelves  un¬ 
der  the  necefhty  of  fupporting  the 
injuries  done  to  the  natives  for  their 
felfifh  ends,  by  new  injuries  done 
in  favour  of  thofe  before  whom  they 
were  to  account. 

The  cafe  of  the  zemindars,  and 
of  the  renters  under  them,  was,  if 
poffible,  ftrll  more  deplorable.  At 
the  time  we  obtained  the  dewannee 
from  the  mogul,  the  provinces  of 
Bengal  and  Bahar  had  been  laid 
wafte  by  a  famine,  that  had  carried 
off  upwards  of  one- third  of  its  in¬ 
habitants.  The  firft  thing  done  for 
Vol.  XXVII. 


their  relief,  was  to  exaft  from  the 
remaining  part  of  the  inhabitants 
the  fame  tribute  that  had  before 
been  paid  by  the  whole.  The  coun¬ 
try  daily  declining,  and  the  diftrefs 
occafioned  by  this  rapacious  con- 
daft  threatening  the  lofs  of  the  ob- 
jeft,  for  the  fake  of  which  it  had 
been  adopted,  the  company’s  go¬ 
vernment  in  India  had  proceeded  to 
perhaps  one  of  the  moil  arbitrary,  the 
moll  unjuft,  and  the  moll  cruel  afts  of 
power  recorded  in  hiltory.  They  had 
fet  up  to  public  auftion  the  whole 
landed  interelt  of  Bengal,  without 
the  leaf!  regard  to  the  rights  of 
private  property,  or  even  a  prefer¬ 
ence  being  given  to  the  ancient  pof- 
feffors.  The  zemindars,  moll  of 
them  persons  of  ancient  families  and 
refpeftable  fortunes,  were  under  the 
necedity  either  of  bidding  again!! 
every  temporary  adventurer  and  def- 
perate  fchemer,  or  of  feeing  their 
eilates  transferred  or  delivered  up 
to  the  -  management  of  Grangers. 
The  lowed  and  mod  knavifh  jobbers 
entered  into  their  patrimonial  lands : 

JL  * 

and  the  banyan,  or  black  deward, 
of  the  governor  general,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  was  found  after  this  auftion  to 
be  in  poffefiion  of  farms  amounting 
to  the  annual  value  of  upwards  of 
130,000!. 

Thefe  fufferings  of  the  natives 
under  our  dominion  in  India,  were 
greatly  aggravated  by  their  being 
aimod  wholly  excluded  from  any 
fhare  in  the  expenditures  of  the 
company’s  government.  All  the 
principal  colleftions  of  the  revenue  ; 
all  the  honourable,  all  the  lucrative 
iituations  in  the  army  ;  all  the  fup*- 
plies  and  contracts,  of  every  kind, 
were  folely  in  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lifh.  So  that  the  natives,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  were  only  employed 
as  the  fervants  or  agents  of  Euro- 

[•£]  psans. 
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peans,  in  fubordinate  ftations  in  the 
army,  anti  in  the  interior  depart¬ 
ment  of  collection,  where  it  was 
impoffible  to  proceed  a  Hep  without 
their  a  hi  fiance. 

The  fum  of  420,000!.  had,  in¬ 
deed,  been  agreed  to  be  paid  to  the 
nabob  of  Bengal  for  the  fupport  of 
his  government,  (as  an  exprefs  con¬ 
dition  of  the  grant  of  the  territorial 
revenue,  which  amounted  to  up¬ 
wards  of  three  million)  and  out  of 
this  fum,  diftributed  through  the 
various  departments  of  civil  admi- 
nidration,  a  great  many  natives  of 
the  higher  ranks,  though  fcantily 
provided  for,  were  at  lead  preferr¬ 
ed  from  indigence  and  ruin.  But 
wfithin  a  few  years  after  the  dewan- 
nee  came  into  our  poffeffion  this  pen- 
lion  had  been  reduced  to  1 60,000 1. 
without  the  lead  regard  to  the  fub- 
fidence  of  thefe  innocent  people, 
or  to  the  faith  of  the  treaty,  by 
which  they  were  brought  under  the 
Knglifh  government. 

On  the  whole  of  the  article  of 
abufes  it  was  averred,  that  by  thefe 
accumulated  aCts  of  injudice,  op- 
predion,  and  cruelty,  dictated  by 
an  improvident  and  rapacious  poli¬ 
cy,  our  poiTefiions  in  India,  indead 
of  a  refource  to  the  public,  were  in 
danger  of  becoming  one  of  its 
greated  burdens ;  that  by  the  op- 
predion  of  our  allies  and  dependants 
they  had  either  alienated  them  from 
us,  or  rendered  them  ufelefs  and 
burdenfome  to  us ;  that  by  wars 
carried  on  from  corrupt  and  am¬ 
bitious  motives,  cfnd  by  repeated 
violations  of  the  mod  folemn  en¬ 
gagements  with  foreign  powers, 
they  had  dedroyed  all  confidence 
in  Britiih  faith  and  judice,  and  ren¬ 
dered  our  government  odious  and 
detedable  throughout  India. 

Neither  the  faCts  from  which 


thefe  conclufions  were  drawn,  nor 
the  conclufions  themfelves  (both, 
indeed,  danding  already  recorded 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe) 
were  controverted  by  the  members 
in  oppofition,  any  other  wife  than 
by  a  general  charge  of  their  being 
lome what  exaggerated.  But  the 
fecond  plea  of  necefiity,  which  the 
framers  of  the  new  bill  had  under¬ 
taken  to  edablifh,  namely,  that 
thefe  abufes,  without  a  total  change 
of  fydem,  were  utterly  incurable, 
was  more  drongly  conteded. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  it  was 
frequently  urged,  that  a  company 
of  merchants  was  totally  unfit  to  be 
traded  with  the  political  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  diliant  foreign  dominion, 
or  with  the  management  of  large 
territorial  revenues.  -  But  as  this 
pofition  was  not  generally  affented 
to,  in  its  whole  extent,  by  either 
fide  of  the  houfe,  the  arguments 
principally  infided  on  were  drawn 
from  the  peculiar  conditution  and 
circumdances  of  the  company  it- 
felf. 

The  parties  concerned  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  company’s  affairs, 
were  three,  the  proprietors,  the 
directors,  and  the  miniffers  of  the 
crown.  The  fird  of  thefe  bodies 
was  compofed  of  perfons  of  two 
defcriptions  ;  of  the  fair,  natural 
dockholder,  who  had  veded  his  mo¬ 
ney  in  their  fund,  for  the  fake  of 
the  annual  intered  he  drew  from 
it ;  and  of  the  political  dockholder, 
whofe  object  was  a  participation  in 
the  power  and  patronage  of  their 
vad  empire.  That  no  reformation 
could  be  expeCted  from  the  latter 
defcription  of  proprietors,  was  evi¬ 
dent,  fince  they  had  a  common  in¬ 
tered  with  the  powerful  delinquents 
in  India — To  them  thefe  lad  look¬ 
ed  for  immunity  and  fupport,  and 
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In  turn  repaid  them,  in  the  perfons 
of  their  friends  and  dependants,  by 
a  lhare  in  the  boundleis  plunder  of 
the  Eaft.  As  far,  therefore,  as  thefe 
proprietors  were  concerned,  and 
they  made  a  very  confiderable,  and 
by  far  the  moft  active  part  of  the 
body,  the  proprietors  had  become 
an  aggregate  of  private  interefts, 
fubfifting  at  the  expence  of  the  col¬ 
lective  body.  The  other  clafs  of 
flockholders  had,  indeed,  an  intereft 
in  the  general  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
pany  ;  but  as  it  might,  and  in 
faCl  had  happened,  that  meafures 
ruinous  to  their  permanent  interefts 
were  attended  with  great  temporary 
lucrative  advantages,  they  were  fa- 
tisfied  to  overlook,  in  the  increafe 
of  their  dividend,  and  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  their  capital,  all  the  in- 
juftice,  violence,  and' rapacity  from 
which  fuch  promifing  appearances 
derived  their  fupport. 

The  court  of  directors,  being  a 
reprefentative  body,  naturally  par¬ 
took  of  the  imperfections  and  dif- 
orders  of  its  conftituents.  The  in¬ 
fluence  of  delinquent  fefvants  in 
India  equally  domineered  there, 
and  from  the  fame  caufes,  as  in  the 
court  of  proprietors — The  intereft 
that  a  director  poflefted,  from  his 
qualification,  in  the  company’s  pro¬ 
fits,  did  not  exceed  160I.  a  year; 
but  the  fupport  he  was  thereby  en¬ 
abled  to  lend  to  an  obnoxious  fer- 
vant  abroad,  might  be  turned  to 
much  better  account.  It  was  ftated, 
that  the  fon  of  a  perfon  who  had 
been  for  fome  time  the  chairman  of 
that  court,  before  he  was  in  Bengal 
two  months,  fold  the  grant  of  a  fin- 
gle  contraCl  for  40,000!. 

It  was  alledged  on  the  other  fide, 
in  behalf  of  the  court  of  directors, 
that  their  general  letters,  and  the 
inftruCtions  fent  to  their  fefvants 


abroad,  were  not  only  for  the  moft 
part  confonant  to  policy  and  huma¬ 
nity,  but  “  contained  as  fine  a  fyf- 
“  tern  of  ethics  as  could  have  been 
penned  by  the  wifeft  moralift.’, 
It  was  urged,  in  reply,  that  this  made 
the  cafe  more  deiperate  ;  as  it  was 
not  a  more  notorious  faCt  that  their 
orders  were  univerfally  contemned 
and  difobeyed,  than  that  the  objeCts 
of  their  uniform  cenfure  and  difap- 
probation  had  received  their  conftant 
fupport,  and  that  difgrace  and  ruin 
had  been  the  inevitable  lot  of  thofe 
whofe  conduCt  had  received  their  uni¬ 
form  applaufe. 

Asa  check  upon  this  corrupt  col- 
lufion  between  the  fervants  of  the 
company  and  their  mailers,  a  power 
of  infpeCtion  into  the  conduCt  of 
both  had  been  given,  by  aft  of 
parliament,  to  the  minifters  of  the 
crown.  Much  ftrefs  was  laid,  by  the 
members  in  oppofition,  upon  this 
regulation  ;  and  it  was  urged,  that 
by  amending  a  few  errors,  and  fup- 
plying  a  few  defeCts,  which  were 
acknowledged  ftill  to  remain,  a  Con- 
troul  might  be  eftabliihed  over  the 
company,  fufiicient  for  the  purpofe 
of  fecuring  its  good  government, 
without  the  violent  demolition  of  its 
rights,  which  the  prefent  bills  aimed 
at. — On  the  other  hand,  it  was  re¬ 
marked  that  every  regulation,  by 
which  an  effectual  controul  over  the 
company  was  lodged  in  the  minifters 
of  the  crown,  was  neceffarily  a 
violent  infringement  of,  what  were 
called,  the  chartered  rights  of  the 
company  ;  and  until  thofe  regula¬ 
tions  were  propofed,  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  fay,  whether  they  might 
not  in  fa£t,  though  perhaps  in  a 
more  covert  manner,  prove  equally 
fubverfive  of  their  privileges  with 
the  plan  then  under  confi deration . 
That  the  queftion  then  was,  whether. 
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in  the  prefent  alarming  ft  ate  of  their 
affairs,  it  would  be  more  wife  to 
adopt  a  new  fyftem  of  government, 
ftmple  and  effective  in  its  conftitu- 
tion,  and  open  and  refponfible  in 
its  operations ;  or  to  truft  to  the 
blind  collifion  of  jarring  and  con¬ 
tradictory  interefts,  in  a  conteft  be¬ 
tween  rich  and  powerful  delinquents, 
avaricious  proprietors, and  intriguing 
mini fters— -That  experience  had  al¬ 
ready  decided ;  for  that  all  the 
plans  of  reformation,  which  parlia¬ 
ment,  during  the  fpace  of  twelve 
years,  had  attempted  to  engraft 
upon  the  prefent  fyftem  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  government,  had  notorioufty 
failed  in  their  effeft  ;  and  had,  in 
many  inftances,  even  aggravated 
the  evils  they  were  meant  to  re¬ 
dr  efs. 

The  argument  laftly  reforted  to 
by  the  oppofers  of  the  bill,  was,  that 
it  created  a  new  and  unconftitu- 
tional  power,  a  kind  of  fourth 
eftate  in  the  realm,  and  by  the 
enormous  influence  it  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  a  faClion  for  four  years, 
might  in  the  end  annihilate  the 
power  of  the  crown,  and  fubvert 
the  conftitution.  The  fecretary  of 
date,  who  brought  in  the  bill,  was 
accufed,  with  great  afperity,  of  hav¬ 
ing  abandoned  all  his  former  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  of  being  aCluated  in  the 
meafure  propcffed  by  motives  of  the 
moft -inordinate  ambition. 

In  anfwer  to  this  charge,  it  was 
ftated,  that  no  new  power  whatfoever 
was  created  by  the  bills ;  and  that 
if  the  Indian  government  was  a 
fourth  eftate,  it  had  exifted  as  fuch 
ever  frnce  its  lirft  formation.  It 
was  not  denied  that  the  new  com- 
miftioners  would  derive  a  certain 
degree  of  influence  from  the  power 
veiled  in  them  :  the  two  things 
were  infeparable ;  and  the  only 
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queftion  was,  whether  that  povvef 
and  that  influence  were  wifely  and 
fafely  depoftted  ?  The  expediency 
of  adopting  fome  fixed  period  for 
the  duration  of  their  authority,  was 
manifeft.  Much  was  to  be  done  in 
India  :  it  was  therefore  neceffary 
that,  a  reafonable  time  Ihould  be  al¬ 
lowed  them  for  carrying  into  effeCl 
their  plans  of  reformation,  without 
being  fubjeCl  to  the  viciflitudes  of 
minifterial  revolutions ;  and  it  was 
a  meafure  of  abundant  caution,  at 
leaft,  if  not  of  wifdorn,  to  confine 
it,  as  the  bill  had  done,  within  the 
fmalleft  limits  poftible.  The  com- 
miflioners  were,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
nominated  by  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  according  to  the  conftant 
practice  of  parliament  in  every 
commiflion,  down  to  that  of  the 
land  tax ;  every  imaginable  pre¬ 
caution  was  taken  to  fecure  the  due 
execution  of  the  truft  repofed  in 
them.  Every  part  of  the  bills  in¬ 
culcated  the  wifdom  of  a  jealoufy  of 
power,  and  prefumed  the  poffibility 
of  bad  adminiftration.  They  ren¬ 
dered  all  concealment  abfolutely 
impoffible;  they  annexed  refponfi- 
biiity  not  only  to  every  aft  ion ,  but 
even  to  the  inafiion  of  the  perfons 
who  were  to  execute  them  and 
they  provided  the  means  of  a  ftridl 
examination  and  fcrutiny. 

Such  were  the  principal  argu¬ 
ments  by  which  thefe  celebrated 
bills  were  oppofed  and  defended — 
The  debates  frequently  lafted  till 
near  five  in  the  morning.  The 
fpeakers  in  fupport  of  the  bills  were, 
the  two  fecretaries  of  ftate,  Mr. 
Burke,  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan,  Mr.  An  fir  Other,  and  Mr. 
Adam  ;  againft  them.  Mr.  W.  Pitt, 
Mr.  T.  Pitt,  Mr.,  jDundas,  Mr. 
Powis,  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  and  Mr. 
Macdonald.  The  divifton  on  the 

commitment 
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commitment  of  the  firft  bill,  was 
229  to  120.  The  perlons  nomi¬ 
nated  in  the  committee  to  be  com- 
mifiioners  or  directors  were,  the  Earl 
Fitzwilliam,  Mr.  Frederick  Mon¬ 
tagu,  Lord  Lewifham,  Mr.  George 
Auguftus  North,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot, 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  and  Mr. 
Gregory.  On  the  3th  of  December 
the  bill  palled  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  on  a  divifion  of  208  to  102, 
and  the  next  day  was  carried  up  to 
the  Houle  of  Lords. 

Hitherto  no  fymptoms  had  ap¬ 
peared,  at  lead  to  the  public  eye, 
that  indicated  the  approaching  fate 
both  of  the  bill  and  its  authors. 
Great  pains  indeed  were  taken,  and 
with  considerable  fuccefs,  by  an 
almoft  incredible  circulation  of 
pamphlets  and  political  engrav¬ 
ings,  to  inflame  the  nation  againft 
the  meafures  and  the  perfons  of  ad- 
minillration ;  and  it  was  alfo  remark¬ 
ed,  that  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
leveral  of  that  defer  ip  tion  of  mem¬ 
bers,  well  known  by  the  name  of 
king’s  friends,  gave  their  votes  on 
the. fide  of  oppofition.  But  it  was 
generally  imagined,  that  as,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  miniltry  was  too 
ftrong  to  be  fhook  by  the  breath  of 
popular  clamour,  fo  on  the  other, 
it  feemed  to  the  laft  degree  im¬ 
probable  that  they  Ihould  have 
adopted  a  meafure  of  fuch  infinite 
importance,  either  without  know¬ 
ing,  or  contrary  to  the  inclinations 
of  the  king. 

,  -p.  On  the  firft  reading  of 
IUn  the  bill  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  Earl  Temple,  Lord  Thurlovv, 
a  nd  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  expreffed 
their'abhorrence  of  the  meafure  in 
the  ftrongeft  and  moft  unqualified 
terms.  A  brilliant  panegyric  on  Mr. 
Mailings  was  pronounced  by  Lord 
Thurlow,  and  the  flourifhing  ft  ate 
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of  the  company’s  affairs  infilled  on. 
After  a  fhort  debate  relative  to  the 
production  of  papers,  on  which  the 
lords  in  oppofition  did  not  choofe 
to  divide  the  houfe,  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  was  fixed  for  Monday,  Decem¬ 
ber  15  th. 

In  the  mean  time  various  ru¬ 
mours  began  to  circulate,  relative 
to  fome  extraordinary  motions  in 
the  interior  of  the  court.  It  was 
confidently  affirmed,  that  on  the 
1 1  th  of  December  the  king  figni- 
fied  to  the  Earl  Temple,  who  had 
been  ordered  to  attend  him  in  the 
clofet  for  that  purpofe,  his  disap¬ 
probation  of  the  India  bill,  and 
authorized  him  to  declare  the  fame 
to  fuch  perfons  as  he  might  think 
fit ;  that  a  written  note  was  put 
into  his  hands,  in  which  his  majefty 
declared,  “  That  he  fhould  deem 
“  thofe  who  fnould  vote  for  it  not 
“  only  not  his  friends,  but  his 
“  enemies  ;  and  that  if  he  (Lord 
Cf  Temple)  could  put  this  in  ftrong- 
“  er  words,  he  had  full  authority 

to  do  fo.”  And,  laftly,  that  in 
confequence  of  this  authority,  com¬ 
munications  had  been  made  to  the 
fame  purport  to  feveral  peers  in 
the  upper  houfe  ;  and  particularly  to 
thofe  whofe  offices  obliged  them  to 
attend  the  king’s  perfon. 

Some  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftances,  which  hap¬ 
pened  on  the  15  th  of  December, 
the  day  of  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill,  confirmed  the  probability  of 
the  truth  of  thefe  reports.  Seve¬ 
ral  lords,  who  had  entrufted  their 
proxies  to  -the  minifter  and  his 
friends,  withdrew  them  only  a  few' 
hours  before  the  houfe  met  ;  and 
others,  whofe  i  up  port  he  had  every 
reafon  to  expeft,  gave  their  votes  on 
the  fide  of  oppofition.  On  the  di¬ 
vifion,  which  took  place  upon  a 
„[£  3]  queftion 
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queftion  of  adjournment,  the  minif- 
ters  were  left  in  a  minority  of  79 
to  87. 

The  fame  day  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Baker,  took  into  confideration  the 
report?  above  alluded  to.  He  dat¬ 
ed,  fhortly,  that  the  public,  notori¬ 
ety,  both  of  the  fad  itfelf  and  of  the 
effects  it  had  produced,  called  on 
the  houfe,  which  was  the  natural 
guardian  of  the  confutation,  for 
their  immediate  interference.  He 
divided  the  criminality  of  the  fub- 
jeft  matter  of  the  report  into  two 
par;s  ;  fir  11,  the  giving  iecret  ad 
vice  to  the  crown  ;  and,  lecond  1 ; , 
the  u!e  that  had  been  made  of  his 
majefty’s  name,  for  the  purpcfe 
of  influencing  the  votes  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament  in  a  matter  de¬ 
pending  before  them.  The  hr  ft, 
he  contended,  was  a  direct  and 
dangerous  attack  upon  the  confti- 
tution.  The  law  declared,  that  the 
king  could  do  no  wrong  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  had  wifely  made  his  minifters 
amenable  for  all  the  meafures  of 
his  government.  This  was  of  the 
very  e  fie  ne'e  of  the  conftitution, 
which  could  no  longer  iubfift,  if 
persons  unknown,  and  upon  whom, 
confequently,  no  refponlibility  could 
attach,  were  allowed  to  give  fecret 
advice  to  the  crown.  With  regard 
to  the  iecond,  Mr.  Baker  proved, 
from  the  Journals,  that  to  make  any 
reference  to  the  opinion  of  he  king, 
on  a  bill  depending  in  either  houfe, 
had  always  been  judged  a  high 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  he  therefore  concluded 
with  moving,  “  That  it  is  new  ne- 
ceffiry  to  declare,  that  to  report 
“  any  opinion,  or  pretended  opi- 
(C  nion,  of  his  inajefty,  upon  any 
(e  bill  or  other  proceeding  depend- 
'*.*  ifig  in  either  houfe  of  parliament. 


“  with  a  view  to  influence  the 
cc  votes  of  the  members,  is  a  high 
“  crime  and  mifdemeanor,  deroga- 
lory  to  the  honour  of  the  crown, 
a  breach  of  the  fundamental  pri- 
cc  viieges  of  parliament,  and  fub- 
<e  verlive  of  the  conftitution.” 

The  motion  was  fejeonded  by 
Lord  Maitland,  and  ftrongly  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  who  urged 
the  impropriety  of  proceeding  on 
mere  unauthenticated  rumours;  al¬ 
ledging,  at  the  fame  time,  that  if 
fuch  rumen  ’s  were  judged  a  proper 
foundation  for  the  houfe  to  proceed 
upon,  there  were  rumours  circulat¬ 
ed  with  equal  induftry,  in  which 
the  fame  ule  was  made  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  name,  in  favour  of  the  bill, 
that  had  been  io  much  condemned 
when  fuppofed  to  have  been  ufed  in 
oppofition  to  it.  With  refpeft  to  the 
effects,  which  had  been  adduced  as  a 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  report,  if 
they  referred  to  a  late  divifion  in  the 
other  houfe,  he  thought  the  premifes 
did  not  warrant  the  conclufion,  as  it 
was  no  very  unuiual  thing  for  the 
lords  to  rejefl  a  bill  that  had  been 
paffed  by  the  commons,  without 
the  fmalleft  fufpicion  of  undue  in¬ 
fluence.  With  refpedt  to  the  cri¬ 
minality  of  the  faffs  which  were 
the  fubjefl  of  thefe  reports,  he  de¬ 
nied  that  it  was  criminal  in'  any 
of  the  peers,  who  were  the  ac¬ 
knowledged  hereditary  counfellors 
of  the  crown,  to  give  his  advice  to 
the  king  in  any  cafe  whatever  ;  and, 
as  to  the  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  parliament,  he  contended,  that 
the  precedents  which  had  been  read 
from  the  journals,  though  felefted 
from  the  glorious  times  of  King 
Charles  I.  were  in  nowife  applicable 
to  the  prelent  cafe.  Mr.  Pitt  con¬ 
cluded  his  fpeech  with  reproaching 
the  minifters  for  their  bale  attach¬ 
ment 
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ment  to  their  offices,  though,  upon 
their  own  ftate  of  the  cafe,  they  had 
loft  their  power,  avid  no  longer 
poftefTed  the  confidence  of  their 
prince. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations, 
it  was  laid  to  be  a  ftrong  prefump- 
tion  of  the  truth  of  the  reports,  that 
though  feveral  members,  nearly  al¬ 
lied  to  the  noble  earl  whofe  name 
had  been  mentioned  on  this  occa- 
fton,  had  fpoken  in  the  debate, 
none  of  them  had  ventured  to  af- 
fert  they  were  falfe.  That  the  fads 
alledged  to  have  been  produced, 
were  really  the  effeds  of  undue 
influence,  and  not  of  conviction, 
was  manifeft  from  certain  well- 
known  circumftances,  relative  to  a 
late  divifion  in  another  place.  Af¬ 
ter  a  long  and  warm  debate,  the 
houfe  divided,  and  there  appeared 
for  the  motion  153,  againft  it  80. 
It  was  then  refolved,  “  That  on 

Monday  next  the  houfe  would 

refolve  itfelfinto  a  committee  of 
“  the  whole  houfe,  to  take  into 
“  confideration  the  prefent  ftate  of 
<c  the  nation. ” 

As  a  change  of  minifters  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  a  meafure  determined  upon 
by  the  king,  and  the  dilfolution  of 
parliament  an  immediate  and  ne- 
ceffary  confequence,  the  majority 
of  the  houfe  thought  no  time  was 
to  be  loft  in  endeavouring  to  ren¬ 
der  the  attempt  as  difficult  as  pof- 
fible.  With  this  view,  immediate¬ 
ly  after  the  above  refolutions  were 
agreed  to,  Mr.  Erfkine  made  the 
following  motion,  “  That  it  is  ne- 
“  ceftary  to  the  moft  eft’ential  in- 
“  terefts  of  this  kingdom,  and  pe- 
<{  culiarly  incumbent  on  this  houfe, 
“  to  purfue  with  unremitting  at- 
“  tention  the  confideration  of  a 
,f  fuitable  remedy  for  the  abufes 
e<  which  have  prevailed  in  the  go- 


cf  vernment  of  the  Britifh  domi- 
“  nions  in  the  Eali:  Indies  ;  and 
“  that  this  houfe  will  confider  as 
<f  an  enemy  to  his  country  any 
“  perfon  who  (hall  prefume  to  ad- 
<(  vife  his  majefty  to  prevent,  or 
“  in  any  manner  interrupt,  the 
**  difeharge  of  this  important 
C(  duty.’’ 

The  motion  was  oppofed,  as  ma- 
nifeftly  factious,  and  as  interfering 
with  the  executive  part  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  trenching  on  the  un¬ 
doubted  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
without  any  juftifiable  caufe.  A 
member  obferved,  that  the  true 
meaning  and  intent  of  the  motion 
was,  <f  that  it  is  neceft'ary,  for  fe~ 
curing  the  prefent  adminiftration  a 
continuance  in  office,  that  no  di Ab¬ 
lution  of  parliament  ftiould  take 
place  at  prefent.”  The  motion 
was,  however,  carried  by  the  fame 
majority  with  the  former. 
nfh  nPr  °n  Wednefday,  the 
^  *  feventeenthofDecember, 

the  India  bill  was  rejected  by  the 
lords,  on  a  divifion  of  95  to  76. 

It  was  remarked,  that  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  who  was  in  the  mino¬ 
rity  in  the  former  divifion,  having 
learned  in  the  interim  that  the 
meafure  was  often  five  to  the  king, 
was  abfent  on  this  occafion.  At 
twelve  o’clock  on  the  following 
night  a  meffenger  delivered  to  the 
two  fecretaries  of  ftate  his  majefty’s 
orders,  That  they  ftiould  deliver 
“  up  the  feals  of  their  offices,  and 
“  fend  them  by  the  under-fecre- 
‘c  taries,  Mr.  Frazer  and  Mr. 

“  Nepean,  as  a  perfonal  interview 
“  on  the  occafion  would  be  difa- 

greeable  to  him.”  The  feals 
were  immediately  given  by  the  king 
to  Lord  Temple,  who  fent  letters  of  t 
difmiflion,  the  day  following,  to  the 
reft  of  the  cabinet  council :  at  the 

[£  4]  fame 
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ame  time  Mr.  William  Pitt  was 
appointed  frit  lord  of  the  treafury, 
and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  Earl  Gower  prefident  of  the 
council.  On  the  2zd,  Lord  Temple 
refigned  the  feals  of  his  office,  and 
they  were  delivered  to  Lord  Sydney, 
as  lecretary  of  Hate  for  the  home 
department,  and  to  the  Marquis  of 
Carmarthen  for  the  foreign.  Lord 
Thurlow  was  apppointed  high  chan- 
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cellor  of  Great  Britain,  the  Duke 
of  Rutland  lord  privy  feal.  Lord 
Vifcount  Howe  fsril  lord  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
mailer  general  of  the  ordnance  ; 
Mr.  William  Grenville  and  Lord 
Mulgrave  fucceeded  Mr.  Burke  in 
the  pay-office,  and  Mr.  Henry  Dun- 
das  was  appointed  to  the  office  of 
treafurer  of  the  navy. 


CHAP.  V. 


Meafures  adopted  by  the  majority  in  the  Hpufe  of  Commons  to  prevent  the 
dijjblution  of  parliament — 'defer  the  third  reading  of  the  land  tax  bill. 
Converj'atioti  relative  to  the  refgnaticn  of  Earl  Femple .  Resolution  of  the 

committee  on  the  Rate  of  the  nation  to  addrefs  the  lung.  Favourable 
anfiver  from  the  king.  Refolutions  of  the  committee  re/p  elding  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  India  bonds — and  the  Duchy  of  Lancafter .  Short  adjournment 
during  the  Chrftmas  holidays.  State  of  parties  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Houfe.  Debate  on  refuming  the  committee  on  the  fate  of  the  nation.  Re¬ 
folutions  of  the  committee ,  re/pe Sling  the  ijfuing  of  public  money  not  ap¬ 
propriated  by  aSls  of  parliament— for  deferring  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
mutiny  bill— for  the  appointment  of  minijlers  that  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
the  Houfe— of  cen fur e  on  the  appointment  of  the  prefeht  minijlers.  Bill 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt ,  for  the  better  government  of  the  India  company. 
Debate  on  the  comparative  merits  of  Mr.  PitPs  o.nd  Mr.  Fox’s  India 
bills.  Mr.  PitPs  bill  rejected.  Notice ,  by  Mr.  Fox ,  of  bringing 
ncvj  bill .  t 

■i  ■  1  ' 


npHS  formidable  majority  in 
j|  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
which  adhered  to  the  late minifters, 
after  their  difmiffion  from  his  ma- 
jelly’s  fervice,  made  the  immediate 
dilfolution  of  parliament,  in  the 
public  opinion,  an  event  almoll 
inevitable.  The  palling  of  the 
land  tax  bill  was  a  previous  Hep  ne- 
ceffarily  to  be  taken.  This  bill 
had  been  twice  read,  and  on  Saturday 
the  20th  of  December  was  ordered 
for  the  third  reading.  But  as  the 
committee  on  the  Jlate  of  the  nation 
was  to  lit  on  the  Monday  following, 
the  majority  did  not  think  it  pru¬ 


dent  to  fuffer  this  in  liniment  of  de¬ 
lay  to  pais  out  of  their  hands,  until 
they  had  taken  fome  further  mea¬ 
fures  for  their  fecurity — * 
Accordingly  cn  Friday, 
after  a  fhort  but  warm  debate,  the 
Idoufe  adjourned  to  Monday. 

TW  °n  thac  daD  before 
the  fpeaker  left  the 

chair,  Mr.  William  Grenville  beg¬ 
ged  leave  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that 
the  noble  earl  to  whom  fuch  fre¬ 
quent  allufions  had  lately  been 
made,  had  authorized  him  to  de¬ 
clare  that  he  was  ready  to  meet  any 
charge  that  Ihould  be  made  againll 


19th  Dec 


f 


HISTORY  O 

him  ;  and  that  he  had  thought  fit 
to  refign  the  feals  of  his  office,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  fmalled  fufpicion 
of  feeking  for  prbteftion  or  lhelter 
in  the  power  and  influence  of  a  mi- 
niller.  In  anlvver  to  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  notification  Mr.  Fox  obferved, 
that  with  refpefl  to  the  propriety 
of  the  noble  earl’s  relinquiffiing  an 
office,  which  he  had  held  but  for 
three  days,  he  was,  doubtlefs,  him- 
felf  the  fitted  judge  :  that  as  to  the 
faffs  alluded  to,  faffs  of  public  no¬ 
toriety,  and  which  materially  af- 
fefted  the  honour  of  parliament, 
and  the  fafety  ‘of  the  conflitution, 
he  truded  the  Houfe  would  fee  the 
neceffity  of  taking  them  into  their 
mod  ferious  consideration  :  but  that 

the  fecret  nature  of  thofe  tranfac- 
* 

lions,  almod  precluded  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  bringing  a  perfonal,  charge 
againd  any  one. 

In  the  committee  on  the  fiat  e  of  the 
nation,  it  was  propofed  by  Mr.  Er- 
fkine  that  an  addrefs  fhould  be 
prefented  to  the  king,  dating,  <£  the 
alarming  reports  of  an  intended 
diffiolution  of  parliament  ;  to  re- 
prefent  to  his  rnajedy  the  incon¬ 
veniences  and  dangers  that  would 
'  attend  fuch  a  meafure,  at  a  moment 
w'hen  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
credit,  the  fupport  of  the  revenue, 
and  more  efpecially  the  didreffed 
date  of  the  fi  nances  of  the  Ead  India 
company,  and  the  diforders  pre¬ 
vailing  in  their  government  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  demanded  the 
moft  immediate  attention ;  to  be- 
feech  his  rnajedy  to  iuffer  them  to 
proceed  on  the  important  bufinefs 
recommended  to  them  in  his  fpeech 
from  the  throne ;  and  to  hearken 
to  the  voice  of  his  faithful  Commons, 
and  not  to  the  fecret  advices  of 
perlbns  who  may  have  private  in- 
tereds  of  their  own,  feparate  from 
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the  true  intered  of  his  rnajedy  and 
his  people.” 

The  high  prerogative  language 
ufed  by  the  partizans  of  the  new 
adminidration,  in  the  debate  on  the 
19th,  and  their  eagernefs  in  pref- 
fing  the  third  reading  of  the  tax 
bills,  left  no  room  to  doubt  of  their 
intention  to  diffiolve  the  parliament 
as  foon  as  that  neceffary  dep  was 
fecured.  But  on  this  day  there  ap¬ 
peared  fome  marks  of  indecifion, 
at  lead,  if  not  of  a  total  defection 
of  that  deiign ;  and  this  change 
in  the  counfels  of  government  was 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  real 
caufe  of  the  fudden  refignation  that 
had  been  jud  announced  to  the 
Houfe.— In  the  former  debate  it 
was  drongly  urged,  that  it  was  time 
to  check  the  violent  difpofition 
that  had  lately  fhewn  itfelf  to  en¬ 
croach  on  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  and  which  threatened  to 
overturn  the  balance  of  the  condi* 
tution  ; — that  the  prefent  was  a 
moment  which  called  for,  and  would 
judify,  the  exertion  of  thefe  prero¬ 
gatives  ;  and  that  he  was  not  fit  to 
be  a  minider,  who  fhould  be  de^ 
terred  by  any  refolutions  of  that 
Houfe  from  purfuing  what  he  might 
judge  to  be  the  drift  line  of  his 
duty.  —  The  prefent  quedion  was 
combated  on  different  ground.  Mr. 
Dundas,  who  was  foon  after  made 
treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  Mf. 
Bankes,  a  private  confidential  friend 
of  the  .chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
affured  the  committee  that  there  was 
no  intention  in  government  to  in¬ 
terrupt  the  prefent  proceedings  of 
parliament,  either  by  didolution  or 
prorogation  ;  and  the  latter  gentle¬ 
man  particularly  added,  that  he  had 
authority  from  his  friend  to  declare, 
that  if  fuch  a  meafure  fhould  be  pro¬ 
pofed  in  his  majedy’s  council,  he 

would 
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would  oppofe  it;  and  if  it  fhculd 
be  carried  againft  his  opinion,  he 
would  immediately  refign  his  office. 
— Thefe  affu  ranees  did  not,  however, 
appear  fatis  faCtory  to  the  majority. 
It  was  afked  what  probable  fecurity 
could  be  derived  from  any  promifes 
made  to  that  Houfe  by  a  minifter, 
whofe  acceffion  to  power  was  found¬ 
ed  on  an  attempt  to  degrade  its  dig¬ 
nity  and  importance  ?  But,  allow¬ 
ing  him  all  the  credit  that  might 
be  required,  what  dependence  could 
be  placed  on  the  influence  of  a  per- 
fon,  in  a  future  cabinet,  who  had 
yet  but  one  colleague  in  office  no¬ 
minated  ?  And  even  though  they 
had  received  the  fame  affurances 
from  the  whole  cabinet,  did  not 
the  experience  of  the  laft  week 
prove,  that  their  decifions  might 
the  next  moment  be  overruled  by 
the  fecret  and  irrefponfible  advifers 
of  the  crown  ?  No  reply  was  offer¬ 
ed  to  thefe  arguments ;  and  it  was 
at  length  refolved,  without  a  di-vi- 
fion,  that  the  addrefs,  as  propofed, 
fhould  be  prefented  to  the  king  by 
the  whole  Houfe. 

,  n  Oil*  the  Wednefday 
241  1  eC‘  following  the  fpeaker 
read  to  the  Houfe,  the  anfwer  which 
had  that  day  been  given  to  their 
addrefs  by  his  majefty  on  the  throne, 
t — It  was  as  follows : 

Gentlemen, 

It  has  been  my  conffimt  ob- 
j.eCt  to  employ  the  authority  en- 
trufted  to  me  by  the  conftitution  to 
its  true  and  only  end — the  good  of 
my  people  ;  and  I  am  always  happy 
in  concurring  with  the  willies  and 
opinions  of  my  faithful  Commons. 

I  agree  with  you  in  thinking, 
that  the  fupport  of  the  public  cre¬ 
dit  and  revenue  muft  demand  your 
in  oft  earneft  and  vigilant  care, 
u  The  Hate  of  the  Eaft  Indies  is 


alfo  an  object  of  as  much  delicacy 
and  importance,  as  can  exercife  the 
wiidom  and  juftice  of  parliament. 

I  truft  you  will  proceed  in  thofe 
confiderations  with  all  convenient 
fpeed,  after  fuch  an  adjournment  as 
the  prefent  circumftances  may  feem. 
to  require.  And  I  affiure  you  I  fhall 
not  interrupt  your  meeting  by  any 
exercife  of  my  prerogative,  either 
of  prorogation  or  diffolution.” 

Some  exceptions  were  taken  to 
the  concluding  words  of  this  an¬ 
fwer.  It  was  remarked,  that  the 
whole  extent  of  the  royal  favour 
amounted  to  no  more  than  an  af- 
furance,  that  they  fhould  meet 
again  ;  that  the  terrors  of  a  diffo- 
lution  were  Hill  left  before  their 
eyes,  with  a  ftrong  implication  that 
the  fatal  fentence  fhould  or  fhould 
not  be  pronounced,  as  their  beha¬ 
viour  might  merit.  Jt  was  hoped 
that  this  artful  defign  would  fail  in 
its  effect  ;  and  that,  without  re¬ 
garding  the  confequences,  they 
would  continue  their  exertions  to 
fave  the  conftitution  from  the  dan¬ 
gerous  example,  of  feeing  eftablifh- 
ed  a  miniftry  formed  in  defiance  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the 
ground  of  private  favour,  oppofed  to 
public  confidence,  by  the  practices 
of  clofet  intrigue  and  fecret  influ¬ 
ence,  and  not  upon  the  voice  of  the 
country,  or  upon  the  fenfe  of  par¬ 
liament. 

In  the  committee  upon  the  ft  ate  of 
the  nation ,  upon  the  motion  of  lord 
Beauchamp,  the  chairman  was  di¬ 
rected  to  move  the  Houfe,  and  it  was 
accordingly  refolved,  “  that  it  is 
“  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the 
“  lords  of  the  treafury  ought  not  to 

confent  that  the  directors  of  the 
f<  Eaft  India  company  do  accept 
“  any  mere  bills,  unlefs  they  fhall 

be  able  to  prove  to  parliament 
5  “  that 
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Cf  that  they  have  fufficient  means 

to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
“  them,  after  they  fhall  have  paid 
“  their  dividend,  and  difcharged 
“  the  debt  due  to  government. ” 

It  was  next  refolved,  on  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  earl  of  Surrey,  that  an 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  king, 
to  defire  that  his  majefty  would  not 
grant  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancafter  to  any  perfon, 
otherwife  than  during  plcafure,  be¬ 
fore  the  20th  day  of  January  next. 

Thefe  motions  met  with  but  a 
very  feeble  oppoiition  It  was  urg¬ 
ed  againft  the  former,  that  it  was 
fetting  up  a  refolution  of  that 
Houfe  againft  a  poiltive  act  of  par¬ 
liament ;  by  which  aft,  a  difcre- 
tionary  power  was  lodged  in  the 
commiffioners  of  the  treafury,  of 
giving  their  confent  to  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  bills  to  any  amount,  by 
the  Baft  India  company,  upon  ap¬ 
plication  from  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors.  It  was  faid,  in  reply,  that  the 
Houfe  was  in  the  conftant  and  uni¬ 
form  practice  of  declaring  its  pre¬ 
vious  fenfe  refpefting  the  ufe  of  any 
difcretionary  power,  by  refolutions 
limilar  to  the  prefen t ;  and  that 
fuch  a  declaration  was  now  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary,  as  the  minifters 
were  of  opinion,  or  pretended  to 
be  of  opinion,  contrary  to  the 
thorough  conviftion  of  that  Houfe, 
that  the  company’s  affairs  were  in 
a  ftate  fufficiently  flourifhing  to  au¬ 
thorize  them  to  confent  to  inch  ac¬ 
ceptance. 

The  latter  motion  was  founded 
on  the  enquiry  that  had  been  infti- 
tuted  into  the  eftablilhrnents  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancafter,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  determining,  whether  the 
lame  might  not  be  reduced,  or  en¬ 
tirely  abolifhed.  Alter  thefe  mo¬ 
tions  had  paffed,  the  Houle  ad- 
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journed  to  the  12th  day  of  Janu¬ 
ary.  The  new  cabinet  confifted  of 
Earl  Gower  prefident  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  Mr.  Pitt,  Lord  Thurlow,  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen  and  Lord 
Sydney  fecretaries  of  ftate,  Duke 
of  Rutland  privy  feal.  Lord  Huwe 
firft  commiffioner  of  the  admiralty, 
and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  mafter 
general  of  the  ordnance. 

The  expectation  of  the  public  was 
now  fixed  with  great  anxiety  on  the 
meeting  of  parliament  after  the 
reeds.  A  conteft  between  the  exe¬ 
cutive  government  and  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  a  fpeftacle,  that, 
fince  the  acceffion  of  the  prefent 
family  to  the  throne,  had  not  been 
exhibited  in  this  kingdom ;  and 
many  circumftances  concurred  to 
render  the  prefent  pecuiiarly  inte- 
refting  and  important.  The  mat¬ 
ter  in  difpute  was  of  the  very  effen- 
tials  of  the  conftitution,  and  could 
not  be  decided  without  coniiderably 
affefting  its  bias.  In  defence  of 
the  authority  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  were  ranged  the  united  abili¬ 
ties  of  two  powerful  parties,  long 
exercifed  by  mutual  contefts  in  all 
the  arts  of  political  warfare.  The 
champion  of  prerogative,  was  a  per¬ 
fon  not  lefs  diftinguilhed  by  his 
fplendid  talents,  and  the  unexampled 
rapidity  of  his  rife  to  power,  than 
by  the  courage  and  perleverance  he 
had  already  demonftrated  in  the 
caufe  he  now  flood  foremoft  to  fup- 
port.  By  the  natural  effefts  of  mi- 
nifterial  influence  upon  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  a  fufficient  number 
of  members  joined  the  new  admini- 
ftration.to  make  their  amount  near¬ 
ly  equal  in  point  of  votes  to  thole 
in  oppofition.  The  inferiority,  both 
in  this  and  lbme  other  refpefts,  un¬ 
der  which  the  minifter  laboured, 
was  perhaps  more  than  balanced  by 

his 
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his  being  obliged  to  aft  on  the  de¬ 
fensive  only  ;  a  Situation  of  infinite 
advantage,  when  combined  with  the 
power  to  chufe  his  own  moment  of 
Shifting  the  fcene  of  battle,  by  an 
appeal  to  the  people.  It  was  rea¬ 
sonably  to  be  expefted,  that  they 
would  range  themfelves  on  that  fide 
with  which  their  own  weight  and 
importance  in  the  date  was  necef- 
farily  connefted ;  and  the  only 
hopes  he  could  entertain  of  draw¬ 
ing  them  from  their  natural  intered 
-was,  by  exciting  a  jealoufy  of  the 
defigns,  and  of  the  dangerous 
drength  and  power  of  his  adversa¬ 
ries .  This  had  been  done  with  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  almoll  incredible 
induftry,  and  with  a  fuccefs  dill 
more  extraordinary.  Every  advan¬ 
tage,  therefore,  gained  by  cppofi- 
tion,  every  point  they  carried,  be¬ 
came  a  freSh  caufe  of  fufpicion  to 
the  people  ;  and  the  minister,  by  a 
judicious  choice  of  his  ground,  had 
always  the  chance  of  putting  his 
adverfaries  in  the  wrong,  in  their 
attacks  upon  him. 

I  -r  In^this  date  of  things, 
* -yan*  both  Houles  met  on  the 
1 2th  of  January.  As 
foon  as  the  fpeaker  had  taken  the 
chair,  Mr.  Fox,  in  order  to  get 
poSFeffion  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  other  buSineis  from  being 
brought  forward  by  the  minider, 
before  certain  refolutions  that  had 
been  prepared,  were  difcuSTed  in  the 
committee  on  the  ft  ate  of  the  natton , 
moved  ,for  the  order  of  the  day. 
He  was  here  interrupted  by  the  new 
members  who  were  brought  up  to 
be  fworn  ;  and  as  foon  as  that  bufi- 
neis  was  over,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  rofe  at  the  fame 
moment  with  Mr.  Fox,  declaring 
he  had  a  mefiage  to  deliver  from 
the  king.  A  great  clamour  im¬ 


mediately  arofe  in  the  houfe.  who 
Should  be  heard  fird;  which  was  at 
length  ended,  by  the  fpeaker’s  de¬ 
ciding  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fox. 

The  quedion,  whether  the  Houfe 
Should  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com?nit- 
tee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation ,  was 
then  debated.  The  grounds  on 

•  o 

which  this  was  oppofed  by  the  mi¬ 
nider  and  his  friends,  were  the  vio¬ 
lent  and  unprecedented  meafures 
adopted  by  the  committee  on  a  for¬ 
mer  occafion,  and  the  little  proba¬ 
bility  that  appeared,  from  the  pre- 
fent  temper  of  the  Floufe,  that  their 
proceedings  would  in  future  be  con¬ 
ducted  with  lefs  violence  and  paf- 
fion.  As  Parliament  dood  pledged, 
as  well  from  the  duty  they  owed 
their  country,  as  by  their  own  fo- 
lemn  declarations,  to  direft  their 
attention  without  delay  to  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Ead  India  company, 
Mr.  Pitt  implored  the  Houfe  to 
poftpone,  at  lead  for  a- Short  time, 
the  introduftion  of  meafures,  that 
might  retard  or  throw  any  difficul¬ 
ties  in  the  way  of  this  important 
confideration.  He  faid,  he  was 
then  ready  to  bring  forward  his 
plan  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
company’s  affairs  ;  and  that  he  chal¬ 
lenged  a  comparifon  between  his, 
and  the  bill  lately  rejefted  by  the 
Lords,  and  that  he  defired  to 
dand  or  fall  by  the  merits  or  de¬ 
merits  of  the  meafures  he  Should 
propoSe. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  arguments,  it 
was  denied,  that  either  the  refolu¬ 
tions  already  agreed  to  by  the 
committee,  or  thefe  which  it  was 
intended  to  propofe,  were  violent 
of  unparliamentary  ;  unprecedent¬ 
ed,  in  the  latter  journals  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  they  undoubtedly  were,  and 
ior  good  reafons,  becaufe,  fince  the 
time  of  the  Pvevolution,  the  dignity 
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and  eflential  rights  of  that  Houfe 
had  never  before  differed  fo  open 
and  direct  an  attack.  It  had  been 
alferted  by  many  great  lawyers,  and 
amongfl  thofe  by  Lord  Somers 
himfelf,  that  the  crown  did  not 
poiTefs  the  prerogative  of  difl'olving 
parliament  during  a  fejfion ,  nubile 
public  bujinejs  and  petitions  nvere 
pending.  But,  without  contending 
about  the  queflion  of  rights  it  was 
flrenuoufly  maintained,  that  the  ex- 
ercife  of  fuch  a  power  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance  would  be  highly  dan¬ 
gerous  and  criminal  ;  and  that  the 
committee  was  fully  juftified  in 
taking  fuch  lieps  as  they  might 
think  the  moft  effectual  lor  the 
prevention  of  fuch  a  calamity. 

The  circumdances  of  the  cafe 
called  for  an  open  and  unqualified 
declaration  of  their  fentiments,  and 
did  not  admit  of  that  didant  and 
refpedlful  delicacy  which  parlia¬ 
ment  ufually  adopted,  when  it 
thought  proper  to  interfere,  by  its 
advice,  with  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment.  A  bill,  the  refult  of  the 
molt  laborious  invedigations  that 
had  ever  been  carried  on  in  par¬ 
liament,  had  palTed  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  with  the  warmed  appro¬ 
bation  of  great  and  independent 
majorities.  His  majedy  had  been 
advifed  to  conceal  from  his  minif- 
ters  his  difapprobation  of  the  bill, 
till  it  was  carried  into  the  Houle 
of  Lords  ;  where,  through  means  of 
an  uncon ditutional  ufe  of  the  royal 
name  and  influence,  it  was  rejected ; 
the  miniders  who  brought  it  in  were 
difmifled  from  the  public  fervice,  for 
no  other  apparent  reafon,  than  be- 
caufe  they  had  been  fupported  in  that 
meafure,  and  were  believed  to  pof- 
fefs  the  confidence  of  that  Houfe  ; 
and,  laflly,  menaces  of  difloluticn 
were  held  over  the  Houfe  itfelf,  for 
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the  purpofe  of  awing  them  into  an 
acquiefcence  in  the  meafures  of  the 
new  adminiftration.  l)nder  fuch 
circumftances,  it  was  impoflible  the 
Houfe  Ihould  not  feel,  and  feeling, 
not  exprefs  their  indignation  and 
refentment. 

The  affairs  of  India  were  certain¬ 
ly  of  the  mod  urgent  and  prefling 
nature  ;  but  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary,  in  order  to  give  the  fub- 
j eft  a  free  and  unbiafled  conlidera- 
tion,  that  the  Houfe  Ihould  not  be 
left  dependent  for  its  very  exid- 
ence  upon  the  will  of  the  perfon 
whole  propolitions  relative  thereto 
they  were  about  to  decide  upon. 
The  minifler  was  therefore  called 
upon,  if  he  wifhed  to  put  a  flop  to 
fuch  further  meafures  as  the  com¬ 
mittee  might  think  necedary  to 
adopt  for  their  own  fecurity,  to  give 
the  Houle  lome  fatisfadlory  aflu- 
rance  that  no  diflolution  would  take 
place.  Mr.  Pitt  pofitively  refufed 
to  comply  with  this  requifition,  de¬ 
claring,  “  that  he  would  never 
tr  compromife  the  royal  preroga- 

tive,  nor  bargain  it  away,  in  the 
<f  Houfe  of  Commons.” 

The  majority,  who  were  nowper- 
fuaded  that  the  new  adminidration 
were  only  to  be  withheld  by  their 
fears,  from  putting  an  end  to  the 
feflion,  refolved  to  render  fuch  a  Aep 
highly  dangerous  at  lead,  if  not  im¬ 
poflible.  With  this  view,  as  foon  as 
the  queflion  for  reading  the  order 
of  the  day  was  carried,  on  a  divi- 
fion  of  232  to  193,  and  the  fpeajcer 
had  left  the  chair,  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  refolutions  were  moved  in  the 
Committee,  and  palled  without  a 
dividon,  and  being  reported,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Houle. 

“  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  for  any  perfon  or 
perfons  in  his  Majedy ’s  treafury, 

or 
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or  in  the  exchequer,  or  in  the  bank 
of  England,  employed  in  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  public  money,  to  pay, 
or  direft  or  caule  to  be  paid,  any 
fum  or  fums  of  money,  for  or  to¬ 
wards  the  fupport  of  the  fervices 
voted  in  this  prefent  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament,  alter  the  parliament  lhall 
have  prorogued  or  diffolved,  if  it 
be  prorogued  or  diffolved  before 
any  aft  of  parliament  lhall  have 
paffed  appropriating  the  fupplies 
to  fuch  iervices,  will  be  a  high 
crime  and  mil'demeanor,  a  daring 
breach  of  the  public  truft,  deroga¬ 
tory  to  the  fundamental  privileges 
of  parliament,  and  fubverfiveof  the 
conflitution  of  this  country. 

£(  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  be  direfted  to  move 
the  houfe,  that  the  bill  for  punifh- 
ing  mutiny  and  defertion,  and  for 
the  better  payment  of  the  army 
and  their  quarters,  be  read  a  fecond 
time  on  Monday  the  23d  day  of 
February  next.’ * 

The  immediate  diffolution  of 
Parliament  l^ing  thus  far  render¬ 
ed  impracticable;,  two  refolutions, 
of  a  more  hire  ft  and  hoitile  nature, 
were  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Surrey. 
The  tint  was  in  the  following; 
terms ;  e-e  That  in  the  prefent  iitua- 
tion  of  his  majeity’y  dominions,  it 
was  peculiarly  neceffkry  that  there 
fhould  be  an  adm migration  which 
Fad  the  confidence  of  that  Houfe 
and  the  public.” 

It  was  objefted  to  this  refolution, 
that  the  name  of  his  majefty  had 
been,  perhaps  accidentally,  cer¬ 
tainly  very  improperly  omitted ; 
and  it  was  propofed  by  Mr.  Dun- 
das  to  amend  the  motion,  by  inlert- 
Ing,  in  Head  of  the  words  This 
Houfe  and  the  public ,”  the  follow¬ 
ing,  c*  The  crown,  the  parliament , 
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and  the  people .”  As  this  amendment, 
was  merely  propofed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  pointing  out  the  faftious 
fpirit  of  the  resolution,  it  was  re¬ 
jected  without  a  diviiion. 

The  fecond  refolution  moved  by 
Lord  Surrey,  was  to  the  following 
purport;  <f  That  the  late  changes 
in  his  majelty’s  councils  had  been 
immediately  preceded  by  dangerous 
and  univerfai  reports,  that  the  facred 
name  of  the  king  had  been  uncon- 
ffitutionally  ufed  to  affed't  the  deli¬ 
berations  of  parliament ;  and  that 
the  appointments  made  were  ac¬ 
companied  by  circumftances  new 
and  extraordinary,  and  fuch  as  did 
hot  conciliate  or  engage  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  that  Houfe.”  , 

The  faft  principally  infilled  upon 
as  the  ground  of  this  refolution, 
was  the  rumour  we  have  already  re¬ 
lated,  refpefting  the  communica¬ 
tion  made  from  the  king  to  feveral 
peers,  touching  the  India  bill, 
through  the  Earl  of  Temple.  In 
anfwer  to  thofe  who  required  fome 
further  proof  of  this  tranfaftion,  it 
was  remarked,  that  the  faft  could 
only  be  known  to  three  parties  ; 
to  the  peers  to  \Vhom  the  communi¬ 
cation  was  made,  to  the  great  per- 
fonage  from  whom  it  came,  and  to 
the  noble  Earl  who  conveyed  it. 
That  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  the 
firlt  fhould  come  voluntarily  forward 
to  divulge  what  might  be  confidered 
as  a  confidential  converfation,  with 
the  certainty  of  incurring  the  feve¬ 
red:  difpleafure  of  the  court.  That 
if  it  were  falfe,  it  might  reafonably 
have  been  expefted,  that  the  minif- 
ters  then  in  office  would  have  re¬ 
ceived  authority  from  his  majefiy 
to  contradift  a  report  fo  injurious  to 
the  honour  of  the  crown  But,  at 
all  events,  that  the  noble  Earl  was 
bound,  when  lie  heard  that  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  was  proceeding  upon  thofe 
reports,  to  come  fairly  within  the 
bar,  as  other  lords  had  done,  at 
different  periods  of  our  hiftory,  and 
clear  himfelf  from  fo  difgraceful  an 
imputation. 

Another  fad  was  related  to  the 
committee  by  General  Rofs,  which, 
though  denied  by  a  near  relation  of 
the  party  in  the  houfe,  and  never 
fubftantiated  fo  fully  as  to  ground 
any  farther  proceedings  thereon, 
yet  appeared  to  have  great  weight 
in  the  determinations  of  the  mem¬ 
bers.  The  matter  was,  that  a  few 
days  before,  one  of  the  lords  of  his 
majedy’s  bed-chamber,  v/hom  he 
afterwards  named  to  be  the  Earl  of 
Galloway,  had  defired  to  fee  him  at 
his  houfe  ;  where  he  told  him,  that 
if  he  voted  againd  the  new  admini- 
dration  that  day,  he  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  an  enemy  to- the  king . 

A  warm  debate  took  place  upon 
this  motion,  in  which  the  moil; 
pointed  perfonalities  were  caft  and 
retorted  from  both  fides  of  the 
Houfe.  The  coalition  was  branded 
as  a  corrupt  confederacy  of  two 
defperate  factions,  tofeize  upon  the 
government  of  the  country ;  and 
the  India  bill  was  reprefented  to 
have  been  an  experiment  made  by 
the  late  fecretary  of  date,  with  a 
view,  if  not  to  place  the  crown  on 
his  own  head,  at  lead  to  raile  him- 
felf  to  a  degree  of  power  faperior 
to  that  of  the  fovereign.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  party  compofing  the 
new  admin idration  was  defcribed  as 
a  coalition,  not  indeed  of  parties,  but 
of  the  fhreds  and  remnants,  of  the 
dregs  and  ou  leads  of  parties;  as  a  body 
collected  for  the  purpoie  of  righting 
the  battles  of  fecret  and  unconditu 
tional  influence,  of  trampling  on 


the  power  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  of  edablidiing  a 
government  of  cabal,  intrigue,  and 
favouritifm,  and  of  aedroying  the 
very  principles  of  laudable  ambition, 
and  honourable  fervice  in  the  date. 
At  length,  about  feyen  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  the  committee  di¬ 
vided,  for  the  motion  196,  againd 
it  54. 

y  On  the  Wednesday  fol- 
I^-'an*  lowing,  Mr.  Pitt  mov¬ 
ed  for  leave  to  bring  in  “  a  bill  for 
“  the  better  government  and  raa- 
“  nagement  of  the  affairs  of  the 

Ead  India  company.”  By  this 
ad:  commidi oners  were  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  his  majedy,  from  the 
members  of  his  privy  council, 
who  were  authorized  and  im- 
powered,  from  time  to  time,  to 
check,  fuperintend,  and  controul, 
all  ads,  operations,  and  concerns,, 
which  in  anywife  relate  to  the  civil 
or  military  government  or  revenues 
of  the  territories  and  podefiions  of 
the  laid  united  company  in  the  Eail 
Indies.” 

It  then  chads, that  the  faid  board 
fha.il  have  accefs  to  all  papers  and 
muniments  of  the  faid  united  com¬ 
pany,  and  fhall  be  furnifhed  with 
copies  thereof,  and  of  all  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  all  general  and  fpecial 
courts  of  proprietors,  and  of  the 
court  of  diredors,  and  alfo  copies 
of  all  difpatches  Which  the  direc¬ 
tors  fhall  receive  trom  anv  of  their 
fervants  in  the  Ead  Indies,  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  arrival  thereof,  and 
alfo  copies  of  all  letters,  orders, 
and  in  dr  ud  10  ns  whatsoever,  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  civil  or  military  govern¬ 
ment  or  revenues  of  the  Britidi  ter¬ 
ritorial  pofleffions  in  the  Ead  Indies, 
propofed  to  be  fent  to  any  of  the 

fervants 


I 


So]  ,  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784-5. 


fervants  of  his  majefty,  or  of  the 
faid  Company  in  the  Kail  Indies  ; 
and  that  the  court  of  directors  fhali 
and  are  required  to  pay  due  obe¬ 
dience  to,  and  fhali  be  governed 
and  bound  by  fuch  orders  and  di¬ 
rections  as  they  fhali,  from  time  to 
time,  receive  from  the  faid  board, 
touching  the  civil  or  military  go¬ 
vernment  and  revenue  of  the  terri¬ 
tories  and  pofteffions  of  the  com¬ 
pany.’  * 

And  it  is  further  enabled,  “  that 
the  faid  board  fhali  return  the  co¬ 
pies  of  the  faid  difpatches  to  the 
court  of  directors,  with  their  ap¬ 
probation  thereof,  or  their  reafons 
at  large  for  difapproving  the  fame, 
together  with  inftruCtions  in  refpeCt 
thereto  ;  and  that  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors  fhali  thereupon  difpatch  and 
fend  the  letters,  orders,  and  inftruc- 
tion|,  fo  approved  or  amended,  to 
their  fervants  in  India,  without  fur¬ 
ther  delay  ;  and  no  letters,  orders, 
or  inftruCtions,  until  after  fuch  pre¬ 
vious  communication  thereof  to  the 
faid  board,  fhali  at  any  time  be  fent 
or  difpatchfrd  by  the  laid  directors 
to  the  Eaft  Indies,  on  any  account 
or  pretence  whatfoever.” 

And  it  is  further  enaCted,  that 
in  cafe  the  faid  board  fhali ,/end  any 
orders  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
laid  court  of  directors,  fhali  relate 
to  points  not  connected  with  the  ci¬ 
vil  or  military  government  and  re¬ 
venues  of  the  faid  territories  and 
poffeffions  in  India,  it  fhali  be  lawful 
for  them  to  apply  by  petition  to  his 
majefty  in  council,  touching  fuch 
orders ;  and  the  decifton  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  thereon  fhali  be  final  and  con- 
clufive.” 

It  then  enaCts,  ££  that  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  the  commanders  in  chief 


fhali  be  veiled  in  his  majefty,  and 
that  the  faid  commanders  in  chief 
fhali  always  be  fecond  in  council.” 
It  alfo  veils  in  his  majefty  “  the 
power  to  remove  any  governor  ge¬ 
neral,  prefidents,  and  members  of 
the  councils  of  any  Britifh  fettle- 
rnents  in  India  ;”  and  enaCts, fsr  that 
all  vacancies  in  the  offices  aforefaid 
fhali  be  fupplied  by  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,  fubjeCt  to  the  approbation 
of  his  majefty  ;  and  in  cafe  the 
perfon  nominated  by  the  faid  court 
fhali  not  be  approved  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  the  faid  court  fhali  proceed  to 
nominate  fome  other  perfon,  fubjeCfc 
to  the  approbation  or  difallowance 
of  his  majefty,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  before  directed,  and  fo  / oties 
quoties ,  until  fome  perfon  or  per- 
fons  fhali  be  nominated  and  ap¬ 
pointed,  who  fhali  be  approved  by 
his  Majefty ;  and  in  cafe  the  CGurt 
of  directors  fhali  not,  within 
days,  proceed  to  fupply  the  fame, 
then  it  fhali  be  lawful  for  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  appoint  a  perfon  to  fupply 
the  office  fo  vacant.” 

££  It  is  further  enaCted,  that  no 
order  or  refolution  of  any  general 
court  of  proprietors  fhali  be  avail¬ 
able  to  revoke  or  refctnd,  or  in  any 
refpeCt  to  affeCt,  any  proceeding  of 
the  court  of  directors,  after  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  pleafure  iball  have  been  iig- 
nified  upon  the  fame.” 

The  debates  on  this  bill  turned 
principally  on  its  merits  and  deme¬ 
rits,  as  compared  with  the  India 
bill  rejected  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
It  was  urged  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  in 
his  bill  all  the  rights  enjoyed  by 
the  company,  under  their  charter, 
were  preferved  inviolate,  as  far  as 
was  compatible  with  the  public  fafe- 
ty.  When,  in  anfwer  to  this,  it  was 

fliewn, 
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fnewn,  that  nothing  but  the  fhadow 
of  power  was  left  to  the  company  ; 
and  that,  by  the  negative  referv- 
ed  to  the  crown  in  all  matters  what- 
foever,  the  fubftance  was,  in  effedt, 
veiled  there  :  he  contended,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  effect  of  the 
bill,  yet,  having  previoufly  obtain¬ 
ed  the  confer. t  both  of  the  court  of 

0 

proprietors  and  directors  to  all  the 
regulations  contained  in  it,  no  vio¬ 
lation  of  privileges  could  be  infer¬ 
red,  whet  e  there  was  a  voluntary  fur- 
render  of  them.  To  this  argument 
it  was  objected,  that  the  confent  of 
250,  the  number  of  thofe  who  vot¬ 
ed  in  the  court  of  proprietors  for  the 
regulations  in  the  bill,  could  not 
imply  the  confent  of  1,400,  who 
compofe  the  whole  body  of  proprie¬ 
tors,  efpecially  in  a  cafe  of  property, 
where  no  delegation  of  the  power 
of  ballotting  could  be  communi¬ 
cated,  and  where  a  great  part  of 
the  abfent  members  had  not  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  attend  :  but  whatever 
v/eight  might  be  allowed  to  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  court  of  proprietors, 
they  only  proved,  that  of  two  evils, 
the  more  formal  refumption  of  their 
authority  by  the  firft  bill,  or  the 
indiredt  alfumption  of  it  by  the  laft, 
they  had  chofen  what  they  conceived 
to  be  the  lead. 

The  fecond  point,  in  which  the 
new  bill  differed  from  the  former, 
was  this,  that  it  left  where  it  found 
all  the  patronage  of  the  company, 
the  appointment  of  the  commander 
in  chief  excepted.  The  fallacy  of 
this  pretence  was,  on  the  other  fid?, 
ftrongly  maintained  :  the  whole  mi¬ 
litary  patronage,  it  was  laid,  would 
aim  oft  necelfarily  follow  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  commander  in 
chief.  The  negative  given  to  the 
crown  in  the  appointment  of  the 
governors  and  council  would,  by  a 
Vol.  XXVII. 


judicious  management,  enable  the 
mini  iter  in  reality,  though  not  in 
form,  to  nominate  the  whole  ;  and 
every  member,  both  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary,  being  made  removeable  at  the 
will  of  the  crown,  would  naturally 
become  fubfervient  to  its  views  and 
interefts. 

In  the  former  bill,  the  transfer¬ 
ring  the  entire  government  of  the 
company’s  affairs  to  the  new  board, 
the  nomination  of  commiftioners  in 
parliament,  and  the  permanent  du¬ 
ration  of  their  authority  for  a  term 
of  four  years,  had  occafioned  great 
alarm,  as  creating  a  new  power 
dangerous  to  the  conftitution.  The 
objedt  of  the  prefent  bill  was  merely 
control  ;  and  the  exercife  of  that 
control,  like  every  other  branch  of 
the  executive  government,  was  re-* 
ferred  to  the  diferetion  of  the  crown. 
In  anfwer  to  this,  it  was  obferved, 
in  the  firft  place,  that  to  leave  one 
fet  of  men,  who  had  not  only  been 
convidted  of  having  notorioufly 
abufed  their  power  *  but  were  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  be  unfit  for  the 
truft  repofed  in  them,  in  the  poftef- 
fion  of  dominion,  merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  controlled  by  an¬ 
other,  was  to  eftablifh  difunion  and 
weaknefs  in  government  upon  fyf- 
tem.  The  notable  expedient  pro¬ 
vided  in  this  cafe,  of  an  appeal 
from  the  King’s  privy  council  ta 
the  King  in  council,  wUs  ridiculed 
with  great  fuccefs.  In  the  fecond 
place,  it  was  argued,  that  the  pro- 
pofed  regulations  tended  to  confound 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  principles  of 
good  government,  that  of  refponfi- 
bility.  The  court  of  diredlors  cer-' 
tainly  flood  foremoft  in  the  often- 
lible  government  of  the  company  ; 
but  it  was  to  make  them  refponfiblei 
for  orders  and  inftfudlions  which 
they  might  be  obliged  to  iign,  con- 
IT]  trary 
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trary  to  their  judgment  and  their 
conscience.  Lakly,  it  was  krenu- 
oufly  maintained,  on  the  fame 
ground  that  had  before  been  taken 
In  the  debate  on  the  rejected  bill, 
that  no  effectual  fykem  of  regula¬ 
tion  could  be  devifed,  in  which  an 
independent  and  permanent  power 
was  not  lodged  in  the  perfons  who 
were  to  be  intruded  with  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  it. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time  on  the  23d  of  January  ; 
and  on  the  motion  for  its  be¬ 
ing  committed,  the  Houfe  di¬ 
vided,  ayes  214,  noes  222.  The 
bill  being  thus  reje&ed,  Mr.  Fox 


gave  notice  of  his  intentions  to 
bring  in  another  bill  relative  to  the 
fame  objedt  ;  in  which,  without  de¬ 
parting  from  the  leading  principle 
of  the  firft  bill,  that  of  ekablilhing  a 
refponfible  and  permanent  govern¬ 
ment  at  home,  he  fhould  endeavour 
to  accommodate  the  rek  to  the  wiki- 
es  of  thofe  who  appeared  to  have 
taken  what  he  conceived  to  be  a 
very  groundlefs  alarm  at  his  former 
propofitions.  This  notice  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  fatisfadtion  by  the 
Houfe ;  but  the  events  which  follow¬ 
ed  prevented  their  proceeding  fur¬ 
ther  upon  it. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Refolution  moved  againjl  the  miniftry  hy  lord  Charles  Spencer .  Union  of 

parties  called  for.  Difficulties  fated  by  the  leaders  of  each  party.  The 
minifier  called  on  to  give  information  relative  to  the  defgn  of  diffiolving  par¬ 
liament— -he  refufes .  Motion  intended  to  be  made  thereon,  but  deferred , 
Minifier  again  interrogated  refpedting  the  diffolution— his  anfwer.  Mo¬ 

tion  to  obflrudt  the  diffolution.  Minifier* s  reafons  for  continuing  in  office . 
Ridicimus  accufation  of  the  late  miniftry  of  bribery.  Caufes  of  the  inde - 
cifion  of  both  parties.  Meeting  of  members  at  the  St.  Alban’s  tavern  to 
effiedt  an  union — their  addrefs  to  both  parties,  and  the  anfwer s — their 
motions  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  forming  a  nevj  miniftry ,  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  king.  Motion  of  the  St.  Alban* s  affociaiion  againjl  the 
exclufion  of  either  party  in  forming  a  nevj  miniftry  carried  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  Difinterefisd  condudl  of  lord  North .  Nevj  expedient  for 
effecting  an  union — caufes  of  its  failure— mifchievous  confequences  of  thofe 
meafures.  His  Majefiy's  refufal  to  difmifs  his  minifier s— debate  thereon. 
Proceedings  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Addrefs  to  the  King  from  the  Commons , 
on  the  refolutions  laid  before  him ,  and  his  Majefiy's  anfwer .  Addrefs  to 
the  King  for  the  removal  of  his  minifiers,  and  his  Majefiy's  anfwer  there¬ 
to.  Reprefentation  to  the  King  on  the fiate  of  public  affairs.  Prorogation 
and  diffolution  of  parliament. 


t  ^T'HE  difcuffion  of 
1 6th  Jan.  £  the  biU  for  regu. 

Jating  the  affairs  of  the  Eak  India 
company  did  not  prevent  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  from  adverting,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  the  general  Hate  of 
8 


public  affairs.  The  refolution,  which 
palled  on  the  1 2  th  of  January  ,  would 
probably,  at  any  other  period,  have 
operated  decifively  againk  the  mi- 
nikry  ;  but  the  kake  was  too  deep  to 
be  hakily  thrown  away  $  and  an  at¬ 
tempt 
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tempt  was  therefore  made  to  evade 
the  confequences  of  that  vote,  by 
confidering  it  as  too  generally  word¬ 
ed  to  convey  any  diredl  cenfure  on 
the  members  of  the  prefent  adminif- 
tration.  In  order  therefore  to  bring 
the  point  to  a  more  diredt  ilfue,  the 
following  refolution  was  moved  by 
lord  Charles  Spencer,  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  fate  of  the  nation  : 

“  That  it  having  been  declared 
ft  to  be  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe, 
fc  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
te  his  majefty’s  dominions,  it  is  pe- 
culiarly  neceftary  there  fhould  be 
“  an  adminiftration  that  has  the 
<(  confidence  of  this  Houfe,  and  of 
t(  the  public  ;  and  that  the  appoint- 
ments  of  his  majefty’s  prefent  mi- 
t(  nifters  were  accompanied  by  cir- 
<c  cumftances  new  and  extraordi- 
ec  nary  ;  and  fuch  as  do  not  con- 
ciliate  or  engage  the  confidence 
“  of  this  Houfe  ;  the  continuance 
“  of  the  prefent  minifters  in  trulls 
ts  of  the  highell  importance  and 
ft  refponfibility,  is  contrary  to  con- 
llitutional  principles,  and  inju- 
<(  rious  to  the  interells  of  his  ma- 
<ir  jelly  and  his  people.” 

In  oppofition  to  this  motion,  it 
was  argued,  that  the  premifes,  al¬ 
lowing  them  to  be  true  and  well 
founded,  did  not  warrant  the  con- 
clufion,  fince  the  prefent  minifters 
were  not  even  accufed  of  having 
had  any  lhare  in  the  tranfadlions 
alluded  to.  They  had  been  con- 
ilitutionally  appointed  by  his  ma- 
jefty,  who  had  the  foie  right  to  ap¬ 
point  them  ;  and  though  it  was  not 
denied  that  a  majority  of  the  Houfe 
was  competent  to  declare  their 
want  of  confidence  in  minifters  fo 
appointed,  yet  they  were  bound  in 
duty  to  alledge'  good  and  fufficient 
grounds  for  fuch  a  declaration  ; 
otherwife  the  nation  would  jullly 
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confider  it  not  as  a  conllitutional 
queilion,  but  as  a  daring  alfumption 
of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and 
a  factious  attempt  in  fuch  a  majo¬ 
rity  to  nominate  their  own  minif¬ 
ters. —  In  anfwer  to  thefe  arguments 
it  was  proved,  from  various  prece¬ 
dents,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  frequently  palled  votes  of  cen¬ 
fure  on  minifters,  without  alledg¬ 
ing  any  fpecific  adls  as  the  grounds 
of  fuch  cenfure.  But  without  hav¬ 
ing  recourfe  to  this  authority,  it 
was  aliened,  that  the  reafons  ad¬ 
duced  in  the  motion  were  full  and 
fufficient.  That  the  prefent  minif¬ 
ters  did  not  polfefs  the  confidence 
of  the  Houfe,  was  a  fadl  recorded 
on  their  journals.  It  would  be  vain 
and  fruitlefs  to  fight  over  again,  on 
every  occafion,  the  grounds  on  which 
that  refolution  was  voted  ;  and  if 
the  deliberative  opinion  of  a  de¬ 
cided  majority,  on  a  great  public 
queftion,  and  in  the  exercife  of 
their  undoubted  privileges,  deferved 
the  appellation  of  factious,  by  what 
epithets  was  the  condudl  of  the  mi¬ 
nority  to  be  defcribed,  who  were 
attempting  to  weaken  the  authority,, 
and  to  overawe  and  controul  the 
general  fenfe  of  the  body,  of  which 
they  made  a  part  ? 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  Mr. 
Powis  exprelfed  his  wilhes  for  an 
union  between  the  contending  par¬ 
ties,  as  the  only  means  of  faving 
the  conftitution  from  the  fhock  it 
was  otherwife  likely  to  receive.  No 
notice  was  taken  by  Mr,  Pitt  of  this 
overture  ;  and  Mr.  Fox  declared, 
that  until  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman,  by  quitting  the  fituation, 
which  in  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe 
he  had  obtained  by  unconllitutional 
means,  and  which  he  feemed  in¬ 
clined  to  maintain  in  defiance  of 
their  refolutions,  had  made  amende 

in  *  honor abh 
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honorable  for  his  offence,  and  thus 
qualified  himfelf  to  return  to  it  on 
fair,  open,  and  honourable  grounds, 
he  would  never  confent  to  aCl  with 
him.  On  the  divifion  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  refolution  205,  againfi: 
it  184. 

,  T  The  public  expectation 
2ot  Jan.  was  now  ^xe4  on  two 

important  events,  the  one  or  other 
of  which  it  was  fuppofed  would  be 
the  neceffary  confequence  of  the 
laft:  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; 
namely,  the  refignation  of  the  mi- 
nifiers,  or  the  diffolution  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  On  the  20th  of  January,  the 
day  appointed  for  the  committee 
again  to  fit  on  the  fate  of  the  nation , 
there  was  a  general  call  amongfi:  the 
members,  called  country  gentlemen, 
for  a  coalition.  Mr.  Fox  perfevered 
in  the  fentiments  he  had  before  de¬ 
livered,  but  declared  his  readinefs 
to  put  off  the  committee,  that  no 
hafiy  fteps  might  be  taken  ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  bo^nd  to  give  feme  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  very  extraordinary  con¬ 
duct  he  had  thought  proper  to 
adopt.  Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged  that 
"his  fituation  was  new  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  ;  but  had  no  doubt,  that 
whenever  the  proper  time  came  for 
fating  his  reafons  to  the  Houfe, 
why  he  continued  in  office  after  the 
refolution  palled  on  the  16th,  he 
Ihould  make  it  appear  that  he  had 
been  actuated  by  a  drift  fenfe  of  his 
duty. 

,  T  The  rejection  of  Mr. 
23d  Jan.  piu,s  India  b;Uj  which 

took  place,  as  was  before  related, 
on  the  23d,  was  generally  confidered 
as  the  concluding  aCt  of  the  prefent 
Houfe  of  Commons.  As  foon  as  the 
divifion  was  over,  the  minilter  was 
de  fired  to  give  the  Houfe  fome  fatif- 
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fadtion  refpeCting  a  meafure  in  which 
they  were  fo  nearly  concerned ; 
and,  on  his  remaining  filent,  a 
loud  and  general  call  was  repeated 
from  every  fide  of  the  Houfe.  At 
length  fome  harfh  expreffions,  ufed 
by  general  Conway,  relative  to  his 
conduft,  obliged  him  to  rife  ;  but, 
after  fome  warm  remonltrances  on 
the  treatment  he  had  received,  he 
concluded  with  a  fiat  refufal  to  an- 
fwer  the  interrogatories  that  were 
put  to  him.  Several  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  who  ufually  voted  with  him, 
now  joined  in  the  general  requeft, 
but  in  vain.  The  Houfe  grew  un- 
ufually  warm,  and  Mr.  Eden  was 
preparing  to  move  the 
refolution, 

<c  That  for  any  of  his  majefty?S' 
confidential  minifiers  in  that 
Houfe,  to  refufe  to  the  Houfe  an 
explanation  of  the  fenfe  in  which 
fuchminifter  underftands  a  fpeech 
or  an  anfwer  of  his  majefty,  is 
contrary  to  the  ancient  and  uni¬ 
form  practice  of  former  minif- 
ters ;  and  tends  to  produce  un- 
neceffary  applications  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  and  is  difreipedlful  to  his 
majefiy  and  to  the  Houfe 
When  Mr.  Fox  interfered,  and  re¬ 
commended  an  adjournment,  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
might  have  time  to  recolleCl  him¬ 
felf,  and  confider  whether  he  had 
treated  the  Houfe  with  that  refpeCt 
which  might  be  expefted  from  a 
minifier  ftanding  in  his  peculiar 
circumfiances. 

,  T  On  the  following  day, 

2qt  Jan.  gatur'^ay#  as  f‘00n  as  ]y[r# 

Pitt  had  taken  his  place,  Mr.  Powis 
rofe,  and  after  lamenting  with  tears 
the  extraordinary  and  difgraceful 
feene  he  had  been  a  witnefs  to  not 
long  before,  and  thanking  the  mem¬ 
ber  who  had  fo  g^neroufiy  put  an 
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end  to  it,  he  propofed  the  follow¬ 
ing  quedion  to  the  minider  : — 
Whether  he  could  pledge  himfelf  that 
the  Houfe  Jhould  ?neet  there  in  parlia¬ 
ment  on  Monday  next  ?  After  a  fhort 
paufe,  Mr.  Pitt  got  up,  and  faid,  that 
he  faw  no  reafon  for  receding  from 
his  refolution  of  refufing  to  pledge 
himfelf  as  to  any  advice  he  might 
or  might  not,  under  any  poffible 
circumdances,  think  proper  to  give 
his  majedy  ;  but  with  regard  to 
the  prefent  quedion,  he  thought  he 
might  venture  to  fay,  that  he  had 
no  intention  to  advife  his  majedy 
to  prevent  that  Houfe  from  meeting 
on  Monday. 

Having  received  this  affurance, 
Mr.  Powis  moved,  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  immediately  adjourn  to  Mon¬ 
day,  in  hopes  that  before  their  next 
meeting  fome  means  might  be  in¬ 
vented  of  healing  dividons  that 
threatened  the  country  with  anarchy 
and  confuiion.  This  motion  was 
accordingly  agreed  to. 

s  i  r  On  that  day  his  majedy’s 
2  -'an*  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of 

the  Houfe  being  read  by  the  clerk, 
the  following  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Eden,  with  a  view  to  give  the 
Houfe  a  more  permanent  fecurity 
than  the  precarious  mode  of  exid- 
ence  it  then  enjoyed  cnly  from  day 
to  day  : 

“  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe, 
ee  that  his  majedy’s  faid  mod  gra- 
(i  cious  anfwer  contains  adurances 

“  upon  which  this  Houfe  cannot 

but  mod  firmly  rely — That  his 
“  majedy  will  not,  by  the  proro- 
“  gation  or  dilfolution  cf  parlia- 
“  ment,  interrupt  this  Houfe  in 
ff  their  confideration  of  proper 

(i  meafures  for  regulating  the  af- 

“  fairs  of  the  Ead  India  company, 
ec  and  for  fupporting  the  public 
v'f  credit  and  revenues  of  this  coun- 
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“  try  ;  objedls  which,  in  the  opi” 
(<  nion  of  his  majedy,  and  of  this 
t(  Houfe,  and  of  the  public,  de- 
“  mand  the  mod  immediate  and 

unremitting  attention  of  parlia- 
“  ment.” 

As  foon  as  the  motion  was  read, 
Mr.  Pitt  declared,  that  his  majedy 
had  indeed  pledged  himfelf  in  his 
anfwer  not  to  interrupt  their  meet¬ 
ing  again  after  their  adjournment ; 
but  he  faw  not  how  it  could  be  in¬ 
ferred,  that  the  royal  word  was 
pledged  any  farther.  To  a  mo¬ 
tion  therefore  affixing  an  unlimited 
condruftion  to  the  king’s  anfwer, 
he  mud  give  his  diffent  ;  and  that 
for  the  ftronged  reafon  that  could 
poffibly  be  adduced,  namely,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  when  he  advifed  his 
majedy  to  ufe  the  words  in  which 
the  anfwer  was  framed,  he  never 
had  fuch  an  indefinite  fenfe  of  them 
in  his  contemplation.  In  the  pre¬ 
fent  fituation  of  affairs,  he  thought 
a  didolution  could  not  but  be  at¬ 
tended  with  great  detriment  and 
mifehief,  and  therefore  he  fhould 
not  advife  any  fuch  exercife  of  the 
prerogative. 

The  minider  was  then  called  upon 
to  fulfil  the  engagement  he  had  en¬ 
tered  into  with  the  Houfe,  of  giving 
them  fome  fatisfaflory  reafons  for 
his  continuing  in  office  after  the 
repeated  refolutions  that  had  paffed 
againd  him.  In  compliance  with 
this  requifition,  Mr.  Pitt  began  by 
afferting,  that  though  the  fituation 
of  a  minider  maintaining  his  pod, 
after  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had 
declared  him  undeferving  of  their 
confidence,  was  novel  and  extraor¬ 
dinary,  yet  it  was  in  his  opinion 
by  no  means  unconditutional.  He 
conceived  that,  by  the  conditution, 
neither  the  immediate  appointment 
or  removal  of  a  minider  reded  with 
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that  Houfe  ;  that  he  neither  could 
nor  ought  to  remain  long  in  fuch  a 
lituation,  he  was  ready  to  confels  ; 
but  he  was  bound  to  ufe  his  own 
difcretion,  in  preventing  the  mif- 
chievous  confequences  that  might 
attend  an  inftant  reiignation.  He 
might  meritorioufly  continue  in  of¬ 
fice,  if  he  were  perfuaded  that  his 
refignation  would  leave  the  country 
without  any  executive  government 
at  all.  It  behoved  him  to  conlider 
who  were  likely  to  be  his  fucceffors ; 
and  he  was  bound,  in  honour  and  in 
duty,  fo  far  to  fupport  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  crown,  as  not  to  quit  a 
iituation,  becaufe  it  was  become 
difficult  or  dangerous,  till  he  faw 
fome  profped  of  its  being  filled  in 
a  manner  more  acceptable  to  all  the 
parties  concerned. 

About  this  time  a  ridiculous  cir- 
cumftance,  brought  forward  by  the 
precipitate  zeal  of  the  friends  of  the 
new  miniftry,  for  the  purpofe  of  re¬ 
torting  on  their  adverfaries  the 
charge  of  undue  influence,  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

On  the  24th  of  this  month,  Mr. 
Yorke  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that 
he  had  matters  to  communicate,  in 
which  their  privileges  were  deeply 
concerned  :  the  frit  was,  that  an 
offer  had  been  made  to  a  member  of 
the  Houfe,  of  a  place  of  £.  500  a 
year,  provided  he  would  change 
iides,  and  give  his  vote  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  prefent  miniftry ;  the 
fecond,  that  ^.500  had  been  fent 
to  Scotland  by  the  fame  party,  and 
lodged  in  the  bank  of  Edinburgh, 
for  the  purpofe  of  defraying  the 
travelling  expences,  and  thereby 
quickening  the  pace  of  the  Scotch 
members ;  and  that  the  lord  advocate 
of  Scotland,  Mr.  Henry  Erfkine,  was 
the  perfon  to  whom  the  difpofal  of 


the  money  was  entrufted.  Mr. 
Yorke  having  further  acquainted 
the  Houfe,  that  the  member,  Mr. 
Dalrymple,  from  whom  he  received 
this  intelligence,  was  then  prelent, 
and  ready  to  give  the  Eloufe  any 
further  fatisfadion  they  might  re¬ 
quire,  he  was  called  on  by  oppo- 
fttion  to  mention  the  particulars. 
He  accordingly  related,  that  a  Mr. 
Hamilton,  of  Bargeny,  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Houfe,  had  offered 
him  a  place,  on  the  conditions  be¬ 
fore  ftated,  of  £.  500  a  year  from  the 
duke  of  Portland,  or  the  Portland 
adminiftration.  With  regard  to  the 
fecond  ftory,  he  had  been  affured  of 
the  fad;  in  a  public  company,  by 
Mr.  Charteris,  a  member  not  then 
in  his  place. 

As  fcon  as  the  intelligence  was 
thus  ftated,  the  friends  of  the  duke 
of  Portland  inlifted  that  it  fhould 
be  taken  down  in  writing  by  the 
clerk,  in  order  to  be  fully  invefti- 
gated.  A  meffage  was  fent  pri¬ 
vately  to  the  duke,  to  acquaint  him 
with  what  had  palled  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  immediately 
repaired  to  the  lobby,  and  defired 
the  Houfe  might  be  acquainted  that 
he  was  ready  to  come  within  their 
bar,  and  anfwer  fuch  queftions  re¬ 
lative  to  the  fubjed  as  they  might 
chufe  to  put  to  him.  Several  mem¬ 
bers  fufpeding  that  the  whole  mat¬ 
ter  might  have  originated  in  a  jeft, 
exprelled  their  willies  that  it  might 
be  dropped  ;  but  the  members  who 
had  brought  forward  the  charges, 
refuling  their  confent  to  a  motion, 
in  which  it  propofed  to  ftate  that 
the  faid  charges  had  been  wholly 
abandoned  by  them ,  an  order  was 
made  for  the  attendance  of  Mr. 
Hamilton. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Char¬ 
teris  being  in  his  place,  explained 

to 
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to  the  Houfe  the  occafion  of  the  jell 
which  he  had  put  upon  his  honour¬ 
able  friend,  and  which  he  was  forry 
to  find  had  occafioned  fo  much  feri- 
ous  difcuffion  :  and  it  appearing,  by 
a  letter  read  to  the  Houfe  from  the 
gentleman  himfelf,  that  the  offer  of 
Mr.  Hamilton  had  arifen  from  the 
fame  mirthful  difpof  tion,  the  order 
for  his  attendance  was  difcharged, 
and  the  following  motion  agreed 
to  : 

(c  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe, 
that  the  charges  contained  in  the 
faid  information  [the  fame  having 
been  previoufly  read  by  the  clerk] 
refpecling  the  duke  of  Portland 
and  the  late  adminifration,  were 
groundlefs.” 

As  the  grounds,  on  which  the 
minifler  endeavoured  to  defend  his 
continuance  in  office,  after  three 
feveral  votes  of  difapprobation  had 
palled  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
amounted  in  faCt  to  nothing  more 
than  that  he  was  of  opinion  his  re¬ 
maining  in  power  was  ferviceable 
to  the  country,  though  the  Houfe 
chofe  to  think  otherwife,  it  is 
fcarcely  neceffary  to  add,  that  they 
appeared  to  the  majority  wholly  un- 
fatisfa&ory.  The  next  ftep  there¬ 
fore,  which  in  the  courfe  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  proceedings  ought  regu¬ 
larly  to  have  been  adopted,  was  an 
addrefs  to  the  throne,  to  remove 
him  from  his  majefty’s  councils  ; 
and  fuch  a  meafure,  by  bringing  the 
contell  to  an  immediate  decifion, 
would,  at  all  events,  have  refcued 
the  government  of  the  country  from 
the  difgraceful  fituation  in  which  it 
then  Hood.  But  as,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  llrong  and  decided  op- 
pofition  of  the  country  gentlemen 
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to  a  dilfolution  of  parliament  feems 
to  have  overawed  the  mini  Her  ipto 
the  derelidion  of  a  flep  fo  necef¬ 
fary  on  his  part ;  fo,  on  the  other 
hand,  their  general  call  for  an 
union  prevented  the  oppofition  from 
purfuing  thofe  meafures  of  vigour, 
which  the  conllitution  of  parliament, 
in  concurrence  with  their  own  in- 
tereft,  obvioully  required. 

,  t  On  the  26th  of  Tanu- 
J  ary,  a  meeting  01  luch 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
as  were  anxious  to  promote  a  coa¬ 
lition  of  parties  met  at  the  St. 
Alban’s  tavern.  Their  numbers 
amounted  to  near  feventy  ;  and  an 
addrefs  was  immediately  agreed  to 
and  figned,  and  ordered  to  be  pre- 
fented  by  a  committee  of  their  body 
to  the  duke  of  Portland  and  Mr. 
Pitt 

The  addrefs  was  expreffed  in  the 
following  terms : 

“  We  whofe  names  are  hereunto 
figned,  members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  being  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  united  efforts  of  thofe  in 
whofe  integrity,  abilities,  and  con- 
ilitutional  principles  we  have  reafon 
to  confide,  can  alone  refcue  the 
country  from  its  prefent  diltra&ed 
hate,  do  join  in  moll  humbly  en¬ 
treating  them  to  communicate  with 
each  other  on  the  arduous  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  trulling,  that  by  a 
liberal  and  unreferved  intercourfe 
between  them,  every  impediment 
may  be  removed  to  a  cordial  co¬ 
operation  of  great  and  refpe&able 
characters,  aCling  on  the  fame  public 
principles,  and  entitled  to  the  fup- 
port  of  independent  and  dilinterell- 
ed  men.” 

In  anfwer  to  this  addrefs,  both 


*  See  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  p.  265,  for  a  journal  of  the  tranfadlions  of  this 
meeting. 
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parties  exprefifed  themfelves  defirous 
of  complying  with  the  willies  of  fo 
refpedlable  a  meeting  ;  but  the  duke 
of  Portland  conceived  that  he  could 
not  have  any  interview  with  Mr. 
Pitt,  for  the  purpofe  of  union,  fo 
long  as  the  latter  held  his  lituation 
as  prime  minifter,  in  defiance  of 
the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Pitt 
declined  rengning,  either  a&ually 
or  virtually,  as  a  preliminary  to  ne¬ 
gotiation. 

'  Tip.,  In  order  to  co-operate 
eD"  with  and  affift  the  exertions 
of  the  meeting  at  the  St.  Albany, 
it  was  moved  by  one  of  their  mem¬ 
bers,  and  carried  unanimoully  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  That  the 
prefent  arduous  and  critical  litua¬ 
tion  of  public  affairs  required  the 
exertions  of  a  firm,  efficient,  ex¬ 
tended,  and  united  adminiffration, 
entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  fuch  as  might  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  put  an  end  to  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  diviiions  and  diiiraftions  of  this 
county.  ” 

In  addition  to  this,  a  fecond  re- 
folution  was  moved  by  Mr.  Coke, 
which  had  for  its  objefi  the  repre- 
lienfion  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  refufal  to  re¬ 
sign,  declaring,  ft  that  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  prefent  miniilers  in 
office  was  an  obftade  to  the  forming 
a  firm,  efficient,  extended,  and  united 
adminlftrarionT 

This  la.il  motion  occafioned  much 
debate.  The  ground  on  which  it 
was  combated,  was  the  growing  po¬ 
pularity  of  the  new  adminihration  ; 
and  the  Houfe  was  therefore  adjured 
not  to  provoke  the  people  to  go  to 
the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  implore 
the  crown  to  refcue  them  from  its 
tyranny.  On  the  other  fide,  it  was 
ailerted  that  the  popularity  of  the 
miniilers  was  founded  op  a  tempo¬ 


rary  delufion,  and  fuppofted  by  arN 
ful  mifreprefentations  and  grofs  ca¬ 
lumnies.  That  the  defign  to  create 
a  diffienlion  between  that  Houfe  and 
the  people  at  large,  was  of  a  nature 
the  moll  alarming  and  dangerous  to 
the  conditution,  and  a  daring  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  privileges  of  the 
Houfe,  which,  if  not  firmly  refilled, 
would  terminate. in  the  ddlruttion 
of  the  liberties  of  the  nation.  Mr. 
Pitt  threw  himfelf  on  the  candour 
and  juftice  of  the  Houle:  but  de¬ 
clared.  firmly,  that  he  would  not  by 
any  managements  be  induced  to  re- 
fign.  To  march  out  of  his  poftwith 
a  halter  about  his  neck,  change  his 
armour,  and  meanly  beg  to  be  re¬ 
admitted,  and  conlidered  as  a  'ro- 
lunteer  in  the  army  of  the  enemy, 
was  an  humiliation  to  which  he 
would  never  fubmit.  Some  of  the 
members,  who  Hill  continued  their 
endeavours  to  effefil  a  coalition, 
wiihed  the  previous  queftion  to  be 
put  on  the  motion,  with  a  view  to 
try  whether  the  Houfe  would  confent 
to  refcind  the  votes  of  cenfure  they 
had  before  palled,  as  a  matter  of 
accommodation  ;  declaring,  if  this 
was  not  done,  they  fnould  confider 
themfelves  as  bound  to  fupport  the 
prefent  queftion  :  that  thole  refolu¬ 
tions  and  the  prefent  adminiflration 
ought  not  to  Hand  together ;  that 
the  authority  of  the  Houfe  mull  be 
fupported,  and  that  the  pride  of  an 
individual  ought  not  to  hand  in  the 
way  of  it.  On  the  divilion  there 
were  223  for  the  motion,  againil  it 
204, 

The  day  following  the  refolu¬ 
tions,  after  a  long  and  warm  debate, 
in  which  the  fame  ground  was  gone 
over  as  before,  were  ordered,  by  a 
majority  of  24,  to  be  laid  before  his 
majeily. 

The  Hep  taken  by  the  Houfe  of 

Commons 
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Commons  would  probably  have 
brought  the  conteft  between  the 
two  parties  to  a  fpeedy  decifion,  if 
the  members,  who  met  at  the  St. 
Alban’s  tavern,  had  not  checked  it 
by  a  declaration,  which,  coming 
from  fo  powerful  a  body,  aimoft 
forced  affairs  again  into  a  ftate  of 
fufpenfe  and  indecifion. 

1  -p  I  On  the  nthofFebru- 
31  "  c  J *  ary,  Mr.  Marfham  read 

to  theHoufe,  as  a  part  of  his  fpeech, 
a  refolution  of  the  members  of  the 
meeting  at  the  St.  Alban’s  tavern, 
in  which  they  declared,  “  that  an 
adminiftration  formed  on  the  total 
exclufion  of  the  members  of  the  laft 
or  prefent  adminiftration  would  be 
inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  affairs.” 

This  declaration  gave  occafion  to 
the  leading  perfons  on  both  fides  to 
deliver  their  fentiments,  refpefting 
the  fo  much  defired  coalition.  Mr. 
Fox,  after  exprefTmg  his  fincere 
wilhes  for  an  union,  again  infilled 
on  the  refignation  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  or  at  leaft  on  his 
declaring  that  the  prefen t  adminif- 
tration  was  virtually  and  fubftan- 
tially  diffolved,  as  an  indifpenfable 
preliminary  ftep.  Fie  did  not  fcru- 
ple,  he  faid,  to  avow  his  opinion, 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had, 
and  ought  to  have,  a  real  and  fub- 
ilantial  negative  in  the  nomination 
of  minifters  of  ft  ate  :  the  conduft  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  mi¬ 
litated  directly  againft  this  pofition  ; 
and  therefore,  however  deftrable 
an  union  on  aimoft  any  terms  might 
be,  yet  he  conceived  it  would  be 
infinitely  overbalanced  by  the  mif- 
chief  of  eftablilhing  a  precedent, 
which,  if  purfued,  would  render  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  worfe  than  ufe- 
lefs.  This  facrifice  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  which  had  been  fo  grofsly  vio¬ 


lated,  mult  be  abfolutely  required 
from  him  ;  all  other  points,  Mr. 
Fox  conceived,  might  be  eafily  ad- 
jufted. 

Mr,  Pitt  declared,  that,  for  the 
reafons  already  given  by  him,  he 
could  not  recede  from  his  former 
determination.  He  allowed,  that 
no  minifter  could  in  fact  continue 
long  in  office  that  did  not  poffefs 
the  confidence  of  that  Houfe;  but 
he  denied  that  there  were  any  con^ 
ftitutional  means  to  force  him  to 
reftgn.  The  proper  method  of  ef¬ 
fecting  his  removal  was  by  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  crown  ;  till,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  meafure,  the  king 
fhould  think  proper  to  remove  him 
from  his  office,  he  held  it  neither 
illegal  nor  unconftitutional  to  retain 
it.  With  regard  to  other  and  fub- 
ordinate  confiderations,  he  confeffed 
that  there  might  be  perfons  with 
whom  he  could  not  poffibly  bring 
himfelf  to  aft,  without  forfeiting 
that  charafter  of  confiftency  which 
other  gentlemen  he  thought  had  too 
much  undervalued.  If  fuch  perfons 
there  were,  and  they  would  confent 
to  facrifice  their  views,  and  to  re¬ 
move  themfelves  out  of  the  way  of 
union,  he  thought  they  would  do 
themfelves  honour,  and  merit  the 
thanks  of  their  country. 

Thefe  allufions  called  up  lord 
North,  to  whom  they  were  mani- 
feftly  pointed.  He  faid,  that  though 
he  did  not  feel  in  himfelf  the  leaft: 
difpofition  to  gratify  the  caprice  or 
the  unjuft  prejudices  of  any  indivi¬ 
dual  ;  yet,  what  he  fhould  be  un¬ 
willing  to  do  for  the  right  honour¬ 
able  minifter,  he  was  willing  and 
ready  to  do  for  his  country.  That 
if  his  pretenfions  fhould  be  deemed 
any  obftacle  to  an  union,  he  fhould 
rejoice  in  removing  it ;  but  he  ap¬ 
prehended  that  not  himfelf,  but  the 

chancellor 
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chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  flood 
in  the  way  of  union,  fince  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  nothing  was  now  wanting 
for  that  falutary  end,  bqt  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  fhould 
pay  a  juft  and  dutiful  refpedl  to  the 
resolutions  of  that  Houfe,  by  retiring 
from  a  lituation  which  he  both  ob¬ 
tained  and  held  on  principles  they 
had  repeatedly  condemned. 

The  higheft  applaufes  were  be¬ 
llowed  on  lord  North  for  his  noble 
anddiftnterefted  conduct,  particular¬ 
ly  by  the  leaders  of  the  St.  Alban’s 
affembly,  who  called  loudly  on  Mr. 
Pitt,  but  in  vain,  to  yield  to  the 
preffing  exigencies  of  his  country. 

Notwithstanding  the  difcouraging 
circumftances  which  appeared  in  the 
above  debate,  the  aftbciated  mem¬ 
bers  ftill  continued  their  endeavours 
to  effedl  an  union.  They  returned 
their  unanimous  thanks  to  lord 
North  and  Mr.  Fox  for  their  open, 
candid,  and  manly  declarations  of 
their  willingnefs  to  conciliate  the 
differences  fubfifting  between  the 
expending  parties,  and  an  expe¬ 
dient  was  at  length  fuggefted,  which, 
without  any  conceffion  of  principle 
on  either  fide,  but  only  a  conceffion 
of  mode,  it  was  hoped  might  lead 
to  an  amicable  negotiation  :  this 
was,  that  the  duke  of  Portland 
fhould  be  requefted  by  the  king  to 
have  a  conference  with  Mr.  Pitt  for 
the  purpofe  of  forming  a  new  admi- 
niftration. 

This  propofition  was  acceded  to  ; 
and  a  meffage  was  accordingly  fent 
by  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  duke,  in  which  he 
acquainted  him,  that  he  was  com¬ 
manded  to  lignify  to  him  (i  his 
“  majefty’s  earned;  defire,  that  his 
4e  grace  ftiould  have  a  perfonal  con- 
<e  ference  with  Mr.  Pitt,  for  the 
fe  purpofe  of  forming  a  new  admi- 


(e  niftration  on  a  wide  bafis,  and  on 
i(  fair  and  equal  terms.” 

This  meffage  was  perfectly  fatif- 
fadtory  to  the  duke  of  Portland  as 
to  the  mode  propofed,  but  he  wifh- 
ed  to  have  the  terms  of  the  meffage 
perfectly  underftood  between  him 
and  Mr.  Pitt  previous  to  the  confe¬ 
rence.  The  word  fair  he  had  no 
objection  to  ;  it  was  a  general  term, 
and  they  might  in  framing  the  ar¬ 
rangement,  mutually  difcufs  what 
each  confidered  to  be  fair :  but  the 
word  equal  was  a  limited  and  fpeci- 
fic  term,  and  therefore  he  wiftied  to 
know  from  Mr.  Pitt  to  what  parti¬ 
cular  objedl  it  was  intended  to  be 
applied.  It  feemed  to  promife  {len¬ 
der  hopes  of  a  real  union,  and  had 
the  appearance  of  forming  an  ar¬ 
rangement  more  on  the  idea  of 
having  equal  numbers  of  each  party 
in  the  cabinet,  than  on  mutual  con¬ 
fidence  and  unity  of  principles.  Mr. 
Pitt  replied,  that  the  word  objected 
to  would  be  beft  explained  at  their 
conference,  and  declined  all  further 
preliminary  difcuffions.  Two  other 
propofals  were  offered  by  the  duke 
of  Portland  ;  the  firft,  that  he  fhould 
be  permitted  to  conftrue  the  meffage 
of  Mr.  Pitt  to  imply  a  virtual  reiig- 
nation  ;  the  fecond,  that  he  might 
receive  his  majefty’s  commands  re¬ 
lative  to  the  conference  from  the 
fovereign  in  perfon  :  but  they  were 
both  refufed. 

Thus  ended  all  hopes  of  a  co¬ 
alition  of  parties  ;  and  the  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  St.  Alban’s  clofed  their 
efforts  with  declaring,  ((  That  they 
“  heard,  with  infinite  concern,  that 
<e  all  further  progrefs  towards  an 
(C  union  was  prevented  by  a  doubt 
refpedlinga  fingle  word ;  and  that 
<(  they  were  unanimoufly  of  opini- 
t(  on  that  it  would  be  no  difhonour- 

<f  able 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [91 


et  able  ftep  in  either  of  the  gentle- 
men  to  give  way,  and  might  be 
* f  highly  advantageous  to  the  public 
“  welfare.” — It  muft,  however,  be 
confefled,  that  the  attempt  itfelf, 
though  highly  applauded  in  general, 
was  conlidered  by  fome  as  futile  and 
abfurd  ;  that  it  did  not  promife  any 
folid  or  permanent  fyftem,  and  that 
it  contributed  in  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree,  by  inducing  delay  and  inde- 
cifion  to  aggravate  the  mifchief  it 
was  defigned  to  remedy. 

„  ,  t-,  1  This  day  the  chancel- 
18th  beb.  ,  f  J  x  , 

lor  of  tne  exchequer  be¬ 
ing  afked,  previous  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  fupply  for  the  lervice  of 
the  ordnance,  whether  he  had  any 
thing  to  eommunicate  to  the  Houfe 
relative  to  the  refolutions  that  had 
been  laid  before  the  king,  informed 
the  Houfe,  <f  That  his  majefty,  af¬ 
ter  a  confideration  of  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  country,  had  not 
thought  proper  to  difmifs  his  minif- 
ters,  and  that  his  minifters  had  not 
reiigned.” 

This  intimation  brought  on  a 
long  and  warm  debate.  The  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Houfe  was  called  to 
it  in  the  moil;  folemn  manner.  It 
was  faid  to  be  the  firft  inflance,  fmce 
the  Revolution,  of  a  dired  denial 
on  the  part  of  the  crown  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  willies  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  that  it  was  the  firft 
time  the  Houfe  had  not  received  a 
gracious  anfwer  from  a  prince  of 
the  houfe  of  Brunfwick  ;  that  it  was 
a  matter  of  melancholy,  but  moft 
weighty  confideration,  that  perfons 
had  been  found  capable  of  advifing 
his  majefty  to  depart  from  the  uni¬ 
form  pradice  of  his  anceftors,  from 
that  line  of  condud  under  which  the 
country  had  grown  great,  and  rich, 
and  powerful  ;  and  that  an  event 
fo  new  and  alarming  required,  on 


their  part,  a  firm  but  moderate,  a 
prudent  but  effectual  aftertion  of 
their  privileges  :  that  the  power  of 
granting  or  refufing  the  fupplies 
was  the  conftitutional  fhield  of  their 
authority  ;  and  that  to  this,  if  it 
lhould  at  laft  be  found  neceflary, 
they  were  bound  to  have  refort ;  but 
to  avoid  all  imputation  of  raftinefs  or 
violence,  and  to  leave  his  majefty ’s 
minifters  time  to  recoiled  them- 
felves,  it  was  only  propofed  to  defer 
the  report  of  the  ordnance  eftimates 
till  the  Friday  following. 

The  mention  of  refufing  the  fup¬ 
plies  was  received  by  the  other  ftde 
of  the  Houfe  as  a  threat,  which 
even  the  utmoft  madnefs  of  fadion, 
it  was  faid,  could  not  ferioufty  de~ 
ilgn.  to  execute.  The  very  right 
of  fuch  a  refufal  was  queftioned. 
The  exercife  of  this  privilege,  in 
former  times,  was  founded  on  prin¬ 
ciples  which,  it  was  contended, 
did  not  now  exift.  The  fettled  re¬ 
venues  of  the  crown  were  then  fuf- 
ficient  for  all  the  ordinary  purpofes 
of  the  executive  government,  with¬ 
out  an  annual  application  to  par¬ 
liament  ;  and  it  was  only  on  extra¬ 
ordinary  demands,  fuch  as  for  the 
profecution  of  wars  difapproved 
of  by  parliament,  that  the  right  of 
refufal  was  exercifed  ;  whereas,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  our  government, 
to  deny  the  ordinary  annual  fup¬ 
ply,  would  be,  in  fad,  to  dilfolve 
the  whole  fabric  of  government. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
without  denying  the  right  of  re- 
fuftng  fupplies  in  cafes  of  neceflity, 
contented  himfelf  with  appealing  to 
the  juftice  of  the  Houfe,  whether 
his  majefty’s  refufal  to  difmifs  his 
minifters,  becaufe  that  Houfe  had 
thought  proper  to  condemn  them 
without  a  trial,  was  a  juftifiable 
ground  for  the  exercife  of  it.  On 

the 
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the  divifion  there  appeared  for 
podponing  the  fupplies  208,  againd 
it,  196. 

As  the  fervice  of  the  ordnance 
could  not  differ  any  inconvenience 
by  deferring  from  time  to  time 
the  report  on  the  edimates  of  that 
edablilhment,  it  appears  to  have 
been  the  defign  of  the  leaders  of 
oppoiition  to  have  purfued  that 
plan,  as  the  mod  conditutional  me¬ 
thod  of  giving  effect  to  the  refolu- 
lions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
O11  the  other  hand,  the  country 
gentlemen,  though  they  had  given 
up  all  hopes  of  effecting  a  coali¬ 
tion,  and  were  external/  adverfe, 
on  the  fame  principles,  to- the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  mini  d#rs  in  office, 
yet  they  were  not  willing  to  fupport 
a  iiiealhi  e  that  had  the  fmalleft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  pulping  matters  to  ex¬ 
tremities.  It  feem s,  therefore,  to 
have  been  agreed  on,  as  a  fort  of 
compromife,  that  the  fupplies  fliould 
be' '  differed  by  oppoiition  to  proceed 
Irdhtheir:  ufual  courie,  and  that  the 
country  party  fhould  take  the  lead 
in  endeavouring  to  effect  a  removal 
of  the  roiniftry  by  an  application 
to  the  throne. 

L,  T-,  ,  An  addrefs  was  ae- 
20  th.  Feb.  r  ,  M 

coramgly  moved  by  Mr. 

Powis,  to  exprefs  the  reliance  of 

ec  the  Houfe  on  his  majefty’s  royal 

**  wifdom,  that  he  would  take  inch 

**  meafures  as  might  tend  to  give 

**-  e  fleet  to  the  wifhes  of  his  faith - 

ful  Commons,  which  had  been 

fe  already  molt  humbly  prefented 

to  his  m aj e ft and  to  this  it 

was  afterwards,  on  the  motion  of 

Mr.  Eden,  agreed  to  add,  by 

removing  any  obftacle  to  the 

formation  of  fuch  an  adminif- 

tration  as  the  Houfe  has  deferib- 

e  <  ed  to  be  requifite  in  the  prefent 

ee  critical  and  arduous  Hate  of  public 
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ef  affairs.’ ’  This  addrefs  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  twenty- 
one. 

The  Houfe  of  Lords,  after  the 
rejection  of  the  India  bill,  as  if  ex- 
hauded  by  fo  unufual  an  effort,  be¬ 
held  the  druggies  and  diffenfions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  rather  as  a 
fpe&ator,  than  as  a  part  of  the  con- 
ilitution  deeply  concerned  in  the 
refult.  In  order  to  break  through 
this  filence,  which,  at  fo  critical  a 
time,  was  neither  calculated  to  fup¬ 
port  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  nor 
the  intereft  of  the  minider,  the  earl 
of  Effingham,  on  the  4th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  moved  two  refolutions  in 
oppoiition  to  thofe  moved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  24th  of 
December  and  the  1  (5th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary. 

1  ft.  ee  That  an  attempt  on  any 
one  branch  of  the  legislature,  to 
fufpend  the  execution  of  law,  by 
feparately  affuming  to  itfelf  the  di¬ 
rection  of  a  diferetionary  power, 
which,  by  aft  of  parliament,  is 
veiled  in  any  body  of  men,  to  be 
exercifed  as  they  lhall  think  expe¬ 
dient,  is  unconflitutional. 

2d.  That  by  the  known  prin¬ 
ciples  of  this  conditution,  the  un¬ 
doubted  authority  of  appointing  to 
the  great  offices  of  executive  go¬ 
vernment  was  folely  veiled  in  the 
king,  and  that  that  Houfe  had  every 
reafon  to  place  the  firmed  reliance 
in  his  majefty’s  wifdom  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  this  prerogative.” 

Thefe  counter  refolutions  were 
objedled  to  by  the  friends  of  the 
late  minidry,  as  being  in  their  na¬ 
ture  produCHve  of  jealoufy  and  ani- 
mofities  between  the  two  Houfes. 

With  regard  to  the  fird,  it  was  dat¬ 
ed,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had 
a  peculiar  cognizance  of  all  matters 
relating  to  the  revenues,  and  that 

any 
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any  Interfence  of  the  Lords  was  a 
matter  ever  objected  to  and  dis¬ 
allowed  by  the  other  Houfe. 
The  fecond  refolution  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  true,  as  an  abftradl  pro- 
pofition ;  but  if  it  was  to  lead  to 
no  confequences,  it  was  an  idle 
wafte  of  words  unbecoming  their 
lordlhips’  dignity  ;  if  it  was  to  be 
applied  as  a  cenfure  on  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  the  confequences  of  it 
would  be  no  other  than  difcord  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Houfes,  and  a  dif- 
folution  of  parliament. 

On  the  other  hand  the  refolutions 
were  fupported  on  this  ground ;  that 
though  any  branch  of  the  legilla- 
ture  was  empowered  to  declare  its 
fentiments  on  every  fubjedt,  yet  the 
refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  alfuming  in  one  inftance  di¬ 
rectly  to  control  a  legal  difcretion- 
ary  power,  and  in  the  other  in¬ 
fringing  upon  the  king’s  preroga¬ 
tive,  with  a  view  to  reftrain  him 
from  the  choice  of  his  own  minilters, 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  called  upon 
to  exprefs  its  abhorrence  of  fuch 
alarming  proceedings. 

The  refolutions,  after  a  fhort  de¬ 
bate,  paiTed  by  a  conliderable  ma¬ 
jority. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  fuffered 
this  attack  on  its  refolutions,  with¬ 
out  being  betrayed  into  any  vio¬ 
lence  or  intemperance ;  and  what 
at  a  more  fettled  time  might  have 
been  productive  of  the  moll  pointed 
remonltrances,  was  now  proceeded 
in  with  much  caution  and  forbear¬ 
ance. — To  come  to  an  open  rupture 
with  the  Lords  at  this  critical  junc¬ 
ture  of  affairs  might  afford  a  fpeci- 
ous  plea  for  a  diffolution  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  Houfe  accordingly 
contented  itfelf  with  moving  for  a 

Committee  to  examine  into  the 
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ufage  of  either  houfe  of  parliament 
in  regard  to  the  interpofing  in  the 
exercife  of  difcretionary  powers, 
veiled  in  the  fervants  of  the  crown, 
or  in  any  body  of  men,  for  public 
purpofes.”  A  variety  of  precedents 
were  felected  and  reported  by  this 
committee  from  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  fimilar  to  the 
refolutions  objected  to  by  the  Lords, 
and  in  confequence  of  the  report  the 
Houfe  paffed  the  fix  following  refo- 
lutions :  “  That  the  Houfe  had  not 
affumed  to  itfelf  a  right  to  fufpend 
the  execution  of  the  law  That 
for  them  to  declare  their  opinion 
refpeCling  the  exercife  of  any  dif¬ 
cretionary  power,  was  conftitutional, 
and  agreeable  to  eilablilhed  ufage: 
— That  it  was  a  duty  peculiarly  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  them  to  watch  over, 
and  endeavour  to  prevent,  the  rafh. 
and  precipitate  exercife  of  any 
power,  which  might  be  attended 
with  danger  to  public  credit  and 
lofs  to  the  revenue  :  —  That  the 
refolution  of  the  24th  of  December 
conllituted  a  judicious  and  regular 
aifcharge  of  an  indifpenfable  duty: 
— That  had  the  Houfe  neglected  to 
make  a  fimilar  provifion  in  the  cri¬ 
tical  fituation  of  public  affairs,  they 
mull  have  been  refponfible  to  their 
conflituents  for  the  moll  alarming 
confequences  :  —  and.  That  the 
Houfe  would  moderately  and  firmly 
alfert  their  privileges,  and  perfevere 
in  the  confcientious  difcharge  of 
what  they  owed  to  the  nation  and 
to  pollerity.” 

On  the  25  th  of  February  the  ad- 
drefs  of  the  Commons  was  prefented 
to  the  king,  and  on  the  27th  the 
fpeaker  reported  to  the  Houfe  his 
majelly’s  anfwer*  ;  in  which,  after 
alfuring  them  of  his  earnell  defire  to 
put  an  end  to  the  divifions  and 


*  See  State  Papers,  p.  310. 
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diflraCtions  of  the  country,  and  re¬ 
minding  them  of  the  recent  endea¬ 
vours  he  had  ufed  for  that  purpofe, 
he  declares  that  he  cannot  fee  that 
it  would  in  any  degree  be  advanced 
by  the  difmiflion  of  thofe  at  prefent 
in  his  fervice.  He  obferves,  that 
no  charge  or  complaint  is  fbggehed 
againfl  his  miniders,  nor  is  any  one 
or  more  of  them  fpecificallv  object¬ 
ed  to ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
numbers  of  his  fubje&s  had  expreffed 
to  him  the  utmod  fatisfa&ion  on 
the  change  of  his  councils.  Under 
thefe  circumdances,  he  traded  the 
Houfe  would  not  wifh  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  his  prefent  miniders,  till 
there  was  fome  prolpeCt  that  fuch 
an  union  as  had  been  called  for 
anight  be  carried  into  effeCt. 
n  Tv/r  r.  The  condderation  of 

I  ft  iVLtirCll*  1  •  •  rs  9  r 

his  majedy  s  aniwer  was 
deferred  to  the  fird  of  March,  on 
which  day  a  fecond  addrefs  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  prepared ;  in  which, 
after  acknowledging  his  majedy’s 
gracious  endeavours  to  give  eifeCt 
to  the  objeCl  of  their  late  refolu- 
tions,  they  lament  that  the  failure 
of  thofe  endeavours  fhould  be  cond- 
dered  as  a  dual  bar  to  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  fo  falutary  and  defera¬ 
ble  a  purpofe,  and  exprefs  their 
concern  and  difappointment  that  his 
xnajedy  had  not  been  advifed  to 
take  any  farther  dep  towards  unit¬ 
ing  in  the  public  fervice  thofe  whofe 
joint  efforts  recently  appeared  to 
his  majedy  mod  capable  of  produc¬ 
ing  fo  happy  an 'effeCt :  they  repre- 
fent  that  the  Houfe,  with  all  humi¬ 
lity,  claims  it  as  their  right,  and 
on  every  proper  occadon  feels  it  to 
be  their  bounden  duty,  to  advife 
his  majedy  touching  the  exercife  of 
any  branch  of  his  royal  prerogative ; 
and,  after  dating  the  fubdance  of 
their  former  refolutions,  the  addrefs 


concludes  with  declaring,  <c  That 
as  his  majedy’s  faithful  Commons, 
upon  the  matured  deliberation,  can¬ 
not  but  condder  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  miniders  as  an  infur- 
mountable  obdacle  to  his  majedy’s 
gracious  purpofe  to  comply  with 
their  wifhes,  in  the  formation  of 
fuch  an  adminidration  as  his  ma¬ 
jedy,  in  concurrence  with  the  una¬ 
nimous  refolution  of  this  Houfe, 
feems  to  think  requidte  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  exigencies  of  the  country,  they 
feel  themfelves  bound  to  remain 
firm  in  the  wifii  expreffed  to  his  ma¬ 
jedy  in  their  late  humble  addrefs  ; 
and  do  therefore  find  themfelves 
obliged  again  to  befeech  his  ma¬ 
jedy,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
drong  and  dable  government,  by 
the  previous  removal  of  his  prefent 
miniders.” 

The  necefdty  of  prefenting  this 
addrefs  was  inferred  from  the  evi¬ 
dence  that  had  appeared  of  a  fettled 
plan,  formed  by  the  fecret  advifers 
of  the  crown,  for  degrading  the 
weight  and  importance  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  by  dedroying  that  con¬ 
fidence  which  the  people  ought  na¬ 
turally  to  repofe  in  their  reprefen- 
tatives.  Previous  to  the  year  1782, 
this  objeCt  was  purfued  through  the 
means  of  a  corrupt  induence  within 
the  Houfe,  exercifed  in  the  fupport 
of  certain  miniders  and  of  certain 
meafures  odious  to  the  nation  at 
large.  At  this  time  the  petitions 
of  the  people  were  treated  with 
fcorn  and  negleCt,  and  it  was  drongly 
maintained,  that  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  only  was  the  fenfe  of  the 
people  to  be  colleCled.  But  when 
by  the  bill,  called  Mr.  Burke’s 
bill,  and  other  aCts,  that  paded  in 
the  year  1782,  the  influence  of  the 
crown  in  that  Houfe  was  almofl  en¬ 
tirely 
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tirely  dedroyed,  it  became  necef- 
fary  to  have  refort  to  other  principles. 
The  Houle  of  Commons  was  now 
to  be  degraded,  and  its  refolutions 
to  be  defpifed  and  trampled  on  ; 
and  the  people  were  artfully  incited 
to  appeal  from  the  natural  guar¬ 
dians  of  their  liberties  to  the  very 
power,  againd  the  encroachments  of 
which  they  were  indituted  to  pro¬ 
tect  them. 

Three  points  in  his  majedy’s  an- 
fwer  to  the  lad  addrefs  were  parti¬ 
cularly  animadverted  upon.  The 
fird,  “  That  no  charge  or  com¬ 
plaint  had  been  fuggeded  againd  his 
miniders.’>  On  this  it  was  remark¬ 
ed,  that  the  charge  obvioufly  im¬ 
plied  againd  the  prefent  miniders 
being,  their  not  poffefling  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  that  Houfe,  his  majedy 
had  therein  been  advifed  to  declare, 
that  he  did  not  confider  fuch  a 
want  of  confidence  as  any  difquali- 
fication  for  the  public  fervice. — The 
fecond  was,  “  That  numbers  of  his 
fubje&s  had  expreffed  their  fatisfac- 
tion  at  the  changes  he  had  made  in 
his  councils. ”  This  was  objected 
to,  as  leading  to  a  mod  alarming 
innovation  in  the  conditution  :  it 
was  proved,  from  examples  in  the 
reign  of  James  the  fecond,  that  ad- 
dreffes  might  be  procured  in  fup- 
port  of  meafures  of  the  mod  dan¬ 
gerous  tendency  ;  and  it  was  con¬ 
tended,  that  to  fuffer  miniders  to 
appeal,  at  their  own  option,  either 
from  parliament  to  the  people  at 
large,  or  from  the  people  to  their 
reprefentatives,  would  be  to  efta- 
blifh  a  precedent  fubverfive  of  the 
very  form  as  well  as  eflence  of  the 
conditution. — Thirdly,  it  was  dated 
in  the  anfwer,  “  That  his  majedy 
could  not  difmifs  his  prefent  minif- 
ters  until  he  faw  a  profpeft  of  fuch 
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an  union  as  the  Houfe  had  reconG 
mended. ”  The  only  obdacle,  it 
was  faid,  that  dood  in  the  way  of 
fuch  an  union,  was  the  continuance 
of  thofe  miniders  in  office  ;  this  had 
been  exprefsly  voted  by  the  Houfe, 
and  therefore  it  was  a  mockery  to 
hold  out  that  objett  as  the  reafon 
for  retaining  them,  which  could 
only  be  obtained  by  their  difmif- 
iion. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations, 
the  advocates  of  adminidration  in- 
fided  principally  on  the  fmallneffi 
of  the  majority  by  which  the  refo¬ 
lutions  of  the  Houfe  had  been  car¬ 
ried,  and  on  the  growing  popularity 
of  the  miniders  abroad.  The  ne- 
ceffity  of  refiding  any  encroachment 
upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
was  alfo  drongly  urged,  and  of  pre- 
ferving  that  balance  in  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  to  which 
the  beauty,  the  permanence,  and 
all  the  envied  advantages  of  the 
Britifh  conditution  were  afcribecL 
— The  addrefs  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  twelve. 

On  the  fourth  the  addreffi  was 
prefented  to  the  king,  and  an 
anfwer  returned  to  the  following 
effect ; 

“  Gentlemen, 

te  I  have  already  expreffed  to 
you  how  fenfible  I  am  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  fuch 
an  adminidration  as  was  pointed 
out  in  your  unanimous  refolution  ; 
and  I  affured  you,  that  I  was  de- 
firous  of  taking  every  dep  mod 
conducive  to  fuch  an  object. 

“  I  remain  in  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  ;  but  I  continue  equally  con¬ 
vinced,  that  it  is  an  object  not 
likely  to  be  obtained  by  the  dif- 
miffion  of  my  prefent  miniders. 

<(  I  mud  repeat,  that  no  charge, 

or 
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or  complaint,  nor  any  fpecific  ob¬ 
jection,  is  yet  made  again!!  any  of 
them. 

“  If  there  were  any  fuch  ground 
for  their  removal  at  prefent,  it  ought 
to  be  equally  a  reafon  for  not  ad¬ 
mitting  mem  as  a  part  of  that  ex¬ 
tended  and  united  adminiftration 
you  ftate  to  be  requifite. 

ce  I  did  not  confider  the  failure 
©f  my  recent  endeavours  as  a  final 
bar  to  the  accomplilhment  of  the 
purpofe  which  I  had  in  view,  if  it 
could  have  been  attained  on  thofe 
principles  of  fairnefs  and  equality, 
without  which  it  can  neither  be 
honourable  to  thofe  who  are  con¬ 
cerned,  nor  lay  the  foundation  of 
fuch  a  llrong  and  liable  govern¬ 
ment  as  may  be  of  lalling  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  country ;  but  I  know 
of  no  farther  fteps  which  I  can 
take,  that  are  likely  to  remove  the 
difficulties  which  obllrufi  that  de¬ 
niable  end. 

<c  I  have  never  called  in  queftion 
#ie  right  of  my  faithful  Commons 
to  offer  me  their  advice  on  every 
proper  occafion,  touching  the  exer- 
cife  of  any  branch  of  my  preroga¬ 
tive,  I  ffiall  be  ready,  at  all  times, 
to  receive,  and  give  it  the  moll  at¬ 
tentive  confideration :  they  will 
ever  find  me  difpofed  to  fhew  my 
regard  to  the  true  principles  of  the 
conllitution,  and  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  may  bell  conduce  to  the 
fatisfadlion  and  profperity  of  my 
people.” 

The  confideration  of  the  anfwer 
was  deferred  to  the  eighth  of  March, 
when  the  following  reprefentation 
was  ordered  to  be  prefented  to 
the  king  : 

“  That  an  humble  reprefentation 
be  prefented  to  his  majelly,  moll 
humbly  to  teftify  the  furprize  and  af¬ 
fliction  of  this  Houfe  on  receiving  the 
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anfwer  which  his  majeffy’s  minifiefs 
have  advifed  to  the  dutiful  and  fea- 
fonablC  addrefs  of  this  Houfe,  con¬ 
cerning  one  of  the  moll  important 
adts  of  his  majefty’s  government. 

To  exprefs  our  concern,  that 
when  his  majelly’s  paternal  good- 
nefs  has  graciouily  inclined  his  ma- 
jefty  to  be  fenfibie  of  the  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  fuch  an  adminif- 
tration  as  was  pointed  out  in  our 
refolution,  his  majefly  ffiouid  flill  be 
induced  to  prefer  the  opinions  of  in¬ 
dividuals  to  the  repeated  advice  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  his  people  in 
parliament  affembled,  with  refpedf 
to  the  means  of  obtaining  fo  defira- 
ble  an  end. 

“  To  reprefent  to  his  majelly 
that  a  preference  of  this  nature  is 
as  injurious  to  the  true  interells  of 
the  Crown,  as  it  is  wholly  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  fpirit  of  our  free  con¬ 
llitution  ;  that  fyffems  founded  on 
fuch  a  preference  are  not  in  truth 
entirely  new  in  this  country ;  that 
they  have  been  the  charaflerillic 
features  of  thofe  unfortunate  reigns, 
the  maxims  of  which  are  now  juil- 
ly  and  univerfally  exploded ;  while 
his  majelly  and  his  royal  progeni¬ 
tors  have  been  fixed  in  the  hearts 
of  their  people,  and  have  com¬ 
manded  the  refpeci  and  admiration 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  by 
a  conllant  and  uniform  attention  to 
the  advice  of  their  Commons,  how¬ 
ever  adverfe  fuch  advice  may  have 
been  to  the  opinions  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  fervants  of  the  crown, 

<c  To  allure  his  maiellv  that  we 
neither  have  difputed,  nor  mean, 
in  any  itillance,  to  difpute,  much 
lefs  to  deny,  his  majelly’s  undoubt¬ 
ed  prerogative  of  appointing  to  the 
executive  offices  of  Hate  fuch  per- 
fons  as  to  his  majelly ’s  wifdom 
Avail  feem  meet :  but,  at  the  fame 

time 
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time,  that  we  mud,  with  all  hu¬ 
mility,  again  fubmit  to  his  ma¬ 
jedy’s  royal  wifdom,  that  no  admi- 
nidration,  however  legally  appoint¬ 
ed,  can  ferve  his  majedy  and  the 
public  with  effeft  which  does  not 
enjoy  the  confidence  of  this  Houfe  : 
that  in  his  majedy’s  prefent  ad- 
minidration  we  cannot  confide  :  the 
circumdances  under  which  it  was 
condituted,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  continues,  have  created 
juft  fufpicions  in  the  breads  of  his 
faithful  commons,  that  principles 
are  adopted,  and  views  entertained, 
unfriendly  to  the  privileges  of  this 
Houfe,  and  to  the  freedom  of  our 
excellent  conditution ;  that  we 
have  made  no  charge  againd  any 
or  them,  becaufe  it  is  their  removal, 
and  not  their  punilhment,  which 
we  havedefired  ;  and  that  we  hum¬ 
bly  conceive  we  are  warranted,  by 
the  ancient  ufage  of  this  Houfe,  to 
defire  fuch  removal  without  making 
any  charge  whatever ;  that  confi¬ 
dence  may  be  very  prudently  with¬ 
held,  where  no  criminal  procefs 
can  be  properly  inffituted  :  that  al¬ 
though  we  have  made  no  criminal 
charge  againd  any  individual  of  his 
majedy’s  minifters,  yet,  with  all 
humility,  we  do  conceive,  that  we 
have  dated  to  his  inajedy  very  dif- 
tinft  objections,  and  very  forcible 
reafons,  againd  their  continuance  : 
that  with  regard  to  the  propriety 
of  admitting  either  the  prefent  mi- 
hiders,  or  any  other  perions,  as  a 
part  of  that  extended  and  united 
adminidration,  which  his  majedy, 
in  concurrence  with  the  fentiments 
of  this  Houfe,  confiders  as  requi- 
iite  ;  it  is  a  point  upon  which  we 
are  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
bounds  of  our  duty,  to  prefume  to 
offer  any  advice  to  his  majedy ; 
well  knowing  it  to  be  the  undoubt¬ 
ed  prerogative  of  his  majedy  to  ap- 
Vol.  XXVII. 
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point  his  miniders  without  any 
previous  advice  from  either  houfe 
of  parliament ;  and  our  duty  hum¬ 
bly  to  offer  to  his  majedy  our  ad¬ 
vice,  when  fuch  appointments  fhall 
appear  to  us  to  be  prejudicial  to  the 
public  fervice. 

“  To  acknowledge,  with  grati¬ 
tude,  his  majedy’s  goodnefs,  in  not 
confidering  the  failure  of  his  recent 
endeavours  as  a  final  bar  to  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  the  gracious  pur- 
pofe  which  his  majedy  has  in  view, 
and  to  exprefs  the  great  concern, 
and  mortification  with  which  we 
find  ourfelves  obliged  to  declare, 
that  the  confolation  which  we 
fhould  naturally  have  derived  from 
his  majedy’s  mod  gracious  difpofi- 
tion,  is  confiderably  abated  by  un- 
derdanding  that  his  majedy’s  ad- 
vifers  have  not  thought  fit  to  fug¬ 
ged  to  his  majedy  any  farther  deps 
to  remove  the  difficulties  which  ob- 
dfrudl  fo  deiirable  an  end. 

“  To  recal  to  his  majedy’s  re¬ 
collection,  that  his  faithful  com¬ 
mons  have  already  fubmitted  to 
his  majedy,  mod  humbly,  but  mod 
didindtly,  their  opinion  upon  this 
fubjeft  ;  that  they  can  have  no  in- 
terefts  but  thofe  of  his  majedy  and 
of  their  condiments ;  whereas  it  is 
needlefs  to  fugged  to  his  majedy’s 
wifdom  and  difcernment,  that  in¬ 
dividual  advifers  may  be  actuated 
by  very  different  motives. 

To  exprefs  our  mod  unfeigned 
gratitude  for  his  majedy’s  royal  afi'u- 
rances  that  he  does  not  call  in 
quedion  the  right  of  this  Houfe  to 
offer  their  advice  to  his  majedy  on 
every  proper  occafion,  touching 
the  exercife  of  any  branch  of  his 
royal  prerogative,  and  of  his  ma¬ 
jedy’s  readinefs,  at  all  times,  to  re¬ 
ceive  fuch  advice,  and  to  give  it  the 
mod  attentive  confideration. 

t(  To  declare  that  we  recognize 
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in  thefe  gracious  expreffions  thofe 
excellent  and  conftitutional  fenti- 
ments,  which  we  have  ever  been 
accuftomed  to  hear  from  the  throne 
fince  the  glorious  sera  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,  and  which  have  peculiarly 
characterized  his  majefty,  and  the 
princes  of  his  illuftrious  houfe ; 
but  to  lament  that  thefe  molt  gra¬ 
cious  expreffions,  while  they  in- 
fpire  us  with  additional  affeCtion 
and  gratitude  towards  his  majefty’s 
royal  perfon,  do  not  a  little  con¬ 
tribute  to  increafe  our  fufpicions  of 
thofe  men  who  have  advifed  his 
majefty,  in  direCt  contradiction  to 
thefe  afturances,  to  negleCt  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  commons,  and  to  retain 
in  his  fervice  an  adminiftration, 
whofe  continuance  in  office  we  have 
fo  repeatedly  and  fo  diftinCtly  con¬ 
demned. 

“  To  reprefent  to  his  majefty, 
that  it  has  anciently  been  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  this  Houfe  to  withhold  fup- 
plies  until  grievances  were  re- 
Jdrefted ;  and  that  if  we  were  to 
follow  this  courfe  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture,  we  fhoold  be  war¬ 
ranted  in  our  proceeding,  as  well 
by  the  moft  approved  precedents, 
as  by  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution 
itfelf ;  but  if,  in  conftderation  of 
the  very  peculiar  exigencies  of  the 
times,  we  fhould  be  induced  to 
wave  for  the  prefent  the  exercife, 
in  this  inftance,  of  our  undoubted 
legal  and  conftitutional  mode  of 
obtaining  redrefs,  that  we  humbly 
implore  his  majefty  not  to  impute 
our  forbearance  to  any  want  of 
fmcerity  in  our  complaints,  or  dif¬ 
ir  u  ft  in  the  juftice  of  our  caufe. 

(t  That  we  know,  and  are  fure, 
that  the  profperity  of  his  majefty’s 
dominions  in  former  times  has 
been,  under  Divine  Providence, 
owing  to  the  harmony  which  has 
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for  near  a  century  prevailed  unin¬ 
terruptedly  between  the  crown  and 
this  houfe.  That  we  are  convinced 
that  there  is  no  way  to  extricate 
this  country  from  its  prefent  dif¬ 
ficulties,  but  by  purfuing  the  fame 
fyftem  to  which  we  have  been  in¬ 
debted  at  various  periods  of  our* 
hiftory  for  our  fucceftes  abroad, 
and  which  is  at  all  times  fo  necef- 
fary  for  our  tranquillity  at  home. 
That  we  feel  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  adminiftration  to  be  an 
innovation  upon  that  happy  fyftem. 

That  we  cannot  but  expeCl, 
from  their  exiftence  under  the  dii- 
pleafure  of  this  Houfe,  every  mif- 
fortune  naturally  incident  to  a  weak 
and  diftraCted  government  ;  that  if 
we  had  concealed  from  his  majefty 
our  honeft  fentiments  upon  this  im¬ 
portant  crifts,  we  fhould  have  been 
in  fome  degree  refponfible  for  the 
mifehiefs  which  are  but  too  certain 
to  enfue. 

M  That  we  have  done  our  duty 
to  his  majefty  and  our  conftituents 
in  pointing  out  the  evil,  ana  in 
humbly  imploring  redrefs:  that  the 
blame  and  refponfibility  muft  now 
lie  wholly  upon  thofe  who  have 
prefumed  to  advife  his  majefty  to 
a Cl  in  contradiction  to  the  uniform 
maxims  which  have  hitherto  go¬ 
verned  the  conduct  of  his  majeiiy, 
as  well  as  every  other  prince  of  his 
illuftrious  houfe ;  upon  thofe  who 
have  difregarded  the  opinions,  and 
negleCted  the  admonitions  oi  the 
reprefentatives  of  his  people,  and 
who  have  thereby  attempted  to  fet 
up  a  new  fyftem  of  executive  admi¬ 
niftration,  which,  wanting  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  this  Houfe,  and  aCting  in 
defiance  to  our  refolutions,  muft 
prove  at  once  inadequate,  by  its 
inefficiency,  to  the  lieceftary  objeCts 
of  government,  and  dangerous,  by 
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it's  example,  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people.” 

This  representation  was  the  laft 
'effort  made  by  oppofttion,  and  was 
carried  only  by  a  majority  of  191 
to  190.  If  we  confider  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  this  extraordinary 
conteft,  it  cannot  but  appear  fur- 
prizing  that  to  few  inftances  lhouid 
have  happened  ot  defection  to  the 
court  party.  The  fixed  determina¬ 
tion  that  appeared  early  in  tne  court 
to  lupport  the  new  adminifhation, 
at  all  hazards ;  th£  terrors  of  a 
diffolution  ;  a  perfeverance  in  the 
mini,  er,  infenfible  to  confequences ; 
the  violent  prejudices  entertained 
without  doors,  and  the  cautious  and 
indeciilve  conduct  of  oppofition 
within,  afforded  no  doubtful  pre¬ 
sages  of  the  event.  To  a  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  juftice  and  importance 
of  the  caufe  in  which  they  were 
engaged,  we  are  bound  in  candour 
to  attribute  this  fleadinefs,  in  part ; 
and  fome  (hare  of  it  may  probably 
be  afcribed  to  a  high  rival  fenfe  of 
honour  in  the  feveral  members  of 
the  coalition,  defirous  of  refcuing 
that  meafure  from  the  odium  of  its 
being  founded  merely  on  felfifh  and 
interefted  defigns. 
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On  the  tenth  of 
March  the  mutiny  bill 
puffed  without  a  divifion. — A  ge¬ 
neral  report  now  prevailed,  that 
parliament  was  to  be  immediately 
diffolved.' — All  the  fupplies  had 
been  regularly  voted,  to  the  amount 
of  near  ten  millions,  but,  with  the; 
exception  of  the  land  and  malt  tax 
bills,  no  money  had  been  raifed  or 
appropriated  to  fpccinc  fer vices. 
It  was,  however,  contended,  that 
the  voting  of  the  fupplies  would  be  as 
fufficient  j unification  to  the  miniftry 
for  iffuing  money  for  the  neceffary 
expenditure  of  government.  On  the 
other  fide  it  was  urged,  that  the  Houfe 
having  refolved  that  fuch  iffuing  of 
the  public  money  would  be  fubver- 
five  of  the  conflitution,  and  an  high 
crime  and  mifdemeancr,  no  plea 
of  neceffity  could  be  available,  fince 
the  emergency  would  be  wilfully 
created  by  thofe  who  fhould  advife 
his  majeily  to  diffolve  the  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  moft  pointed  perfona- 
lities  were  addreffed  to  Mr.  Pitt  on, 
this  fubje&>  but  in  vain  ;  he  per- 
fevered  in  an  abfolute  refufai  to 
difcisfs  the  points  at  all ;  and  on  the 
24th  of  March  the  parliament  was 
prorogued,  and  the  day  following 
diffolved  by  proclamation  *. 
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loth  March. 


*  See  State  Papers,  p.  [315* 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Claims  of  the  Emperor  upon  Holland.  Unfortunate  ftuation  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Republic  through  the  violence  of  parties  and  internal  diffenfion.  Con¬ 
tinual  attempts  by  the  republican  fadlion  to  abridge  the  S  tadth  older’ s 
power,  and  attacks  upon  the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  Fhat  prince  refigns  his 
great  offices,  and  quits  the  country .  Interference  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  in 
behalf  of  the  Prince  S  tadt  holder .  France  obtains  an  unbounded  influence 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Republic.  Plenipotentiaries  fent  to  Bruffels  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  differences  with  the  Emperor.  Aufirian  troops  take  poffejfion  of 
Old  Lillo,  and  commit  other  violations  of  the  territorial  rights  of  the  Re¬ 
public.  France  accepts  the  office  of  mediation  betvjeen  Holland  a?id  the 
Emperor.  Difpute  occafioned  by  a  Flernifh  boatman  on  the  Schelde.  Em¬ 
peror’s  ultimatum  prefented  at  Bruffels.  ffhree  new  and  extraordinary 
demands  added  to  the  former  ultimatum.  Appearances  of  an  immediate 
rupture  at  the  commencement  of  the  autumn  1784.  Declaration  by  the 
Emperor’s  mini  ft  er ,  that  the  firfl  foot  fired  upon  the  Schelde  Jhould  be  confi - 
dered  as  a  declaration  of  war.  Some  account  of  the  nature  of  the  claims , 
and  of  the  reafons  and  arguments  offered  on  both  fdes  ;  with  a  particular 
regard  to  the  difpute  relative  to  the  Schelde.  State  of  the  claim  upon  Maf- 
tricht .  Imperial  veffel  fired  at  and  flopped  upon  the  Schelde.  Imperial 
ambaffador  recalled  from  the  Hague ,  and  the  conferences  broken  up  at 
b  Bruffels.  Preparations  for  war  on  both  fides.  Exertions  of  public  fpirit 
by  individuals  in  Holland.  States  apply  to  France  for  a.  general :  Count 
de  Maillebois  deputed  to  that  appointment.  Endeavours  to  prevent  or  divert 
the  form.  French  monarch  expoflulates  with  the  Emperor.  Dyke  broken 
by  the  Dutch  near  Lillo ,  and  the  country  laid  under  water.  Inflexibility 
of  the  Emperor  with  refpedl  to  the  Schelde.  Rv.ffia  takes  a  decided  part 
in  favour  of  the  Emperor’s  claims,  fealoufy  excited  by  the  confederacy  of 
thefe  two  great  powers.  Political  caufes  which  rendered  it  particularly 
incumbent  on  France  and  Pruffia  to  proteSl  Holland.  Prince  Henry  of 
Pruffia’ s  vifit  to  the  court  of  V erfailles.  Porte  attentive  to  the  ft  ate  of 

affairs  in  Europe,  and  in  readinefs  to  profit  of  any  occafion  of  advantage 
which  might  be  offered.  Movements  and  preparations  i?i  France.  General 
difpojition  of  that  nation  with  refpedl  to  the  war.  Difadvantages  t$ 
which  the  Emperor  would  be  expofed  in  the  profecution  of  a  war  in  the  Low 
Countries.  Doubtful  and  critical  fate  of  public  affairs  in  Europe  at  the 
clofie  of  the  year  J  784. 

WHEN  the  affairs  of  his  exercife  of  the  emperor’s  political 
Ealtern  neighbours  afforded  activity  on  that  fide,  no  time  was 
m  farther  immediate  fcope  tQ  the  M  k  its  direction  to  other 

more 
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more  remote  objects.  The  feizing 
or  recovery  of  the  Dutch  barrier 
formed  only  an  opening  to  what 
was  farther  intended  on  that  fide  ; 
and  through  all  the  bufile  and  pre¬ 
paration  of  war  that  appeared  on  the 
Danube,  the  court  of  Bruifels  ferved 
as  a  conftant  monitor  to  the  hates 
of  the  United  Provinces,  in  remind¬ 
ing  them,  that  many  other  matters 
of  ferious  confideration  remained 
hill  to  be  fettled  with  that  mo¬ 
narch. 

Such  a  continual  intermixture 
and  fluctuation  of  limits  as  una¬ 
voidably  took  place  through  all 
the  viciflitudes  of  peace  and  war, 
alliance  and  enmity,  that  had  for¬ 
merly  fo  long  prevailed  between 
Spain  and  Holland,  being  farther 
involved  and  perplexed  by  the  cir- 
cumhances  of  the  fucceflion  war, 
by  the  new  engagements  contracted 
between  the  republic  and  the  Ger¬ 
man  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Auhria 
upon  the  fubfequent  transfer  of  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  by  that  Angular  fort  of 
mixed  dominion  which  b<$th  retain¬ 
ed  for  fo  many  years  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  did  neceflarily  leave  behind 
much  open  room  for  litigation  ;  nor 
indeed  could  plauflble  grounds  for 
fetting  up  new  claims,  or  for  quef- 
tioning  the  validity  of  old  titles, 
ever  be  exhaufted  in  fuch  circum- 
Aances.  Independent,  however,  of 
thefe  caafes,  artificial  limits  in  con¬ 
fined  countries,  where  fmall  objeCts 
are  of  importance,  mult  neceflarily 
be  more  fruitful  of  contention  than 
thofe  boundaries  of  nations  which 
are  thrown  out  upon  a  large  fcale, 
and  ftrongly  marked  by  the  hand  of 
nature. 

The  emperor  was,  it  might  be 
laid,  legally  armed  at  all  points 
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upon  this  occafion.  His  aflujnption 
of  being  Heir-general  to  all  the 
rights,  titles,  or  demands,  which 
ever  had,  or  might  have  been 
afferted  by  the  Spanifh  branch  of 
the  houfe  of  Aultria,  as  well  as  by 
his  own  immediate  line,  together 
with  his  a&ing  as  reprefentative 
for  the  people  of  the  different  dif- 
triCls,  which  he  poffeffed  under  the 
various  titles  of  duke,  count,  or 
lord,  furnilhed  him  with  a  number 
of  diftinCt  claims,  which  were  the 
more  inexhauftible,  as  no  limitation 
of  time,  nor  argument  founded  on 
prefeription,  was  likely  to  operate 
again!!  fo  powerful  a  claimant. 
Articles  of  forage,  which  had  been 
fupplied  by  fome  diftrifts  in  the 
fucceflion  war,  and  the  contribu¬ 
tions  which  had  been  levied  on 
others,  were  now  brought  forward 
as  Handing  matters  of  account  to 
be  fettled  and  difeharged ;  and,  if 
we  are  not  miltaken,  the  wars 
even  of  the  preceding  century  af¬ 
forded  fome  prefent  lubje&s  of  de¬ 
mand.  But  of  all  the  claims  now 
fet  up,  that  upon  the  city  and 
country  of  Maftricht  feemed  to  be 
the  bell  founded,  and  was  by  far  the 
moll  diftreffmg  to  Holland. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  affairs  of 
the  republic  were  in  fo  unfortunate 
a  fituation,  that  they  fcarcely  could 
have  failed,  at  any  period  of  time, 
or  under  any  circumfiances  of  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  to  have  drawn  upon  it 
unexpe&ed  claims  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  demands.  The  termination 
of  the  war  with  England  had  only 
afforded  a  ceffation  of  immediate 
evil  and  danger  to  Holland  ;  for 
the  peace  had  neither  reflored  vi¬ 
gour  or  unanimity  at  home,  nor  re¬ 
putation  or  importance  abroad.  On 
[G  J  3  the 
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the  contrary,  their  civil  diffenfions 
were  every  day  increasing  in  mag¬ 
nitude  and  virulence;  fo  that  there 
fcarcely  Teemed  a  hope  of  any  re¬ 
medy,  that  would  not  at  lead  prove 
a 3  dangerous  as  the  dileafe.  The 
protection  and  apparent  Services 
which  they  had  received  from 
France  during  the  war,  had  thrown 
into  the  hands  of  that  power  an  evi¬ 
dent  pfeponderancy  in  all  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  republic  ;  and  that  in¬ 
fluence  being  unceadngly,  though 
covertly  exerted,  in  fupport  of  the 
old  Loveliein,  or  republican  faCtion, 
of  which  the  French  intered  in  Hol¬ 
land,  for  the  moil  part,  and  at 
mod  times  confided,  and  whofe 
members  were  the  hereditary  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  dadtholderian  fyliem  of 
government,  as  well  as  of  the 
Orange  family,  it  was  now  become 
fo  ilrong,  that  no  fufficient  coun- 
terpoife  remained  in  the  date,  to 
redrain  the  excels  and  violence  in¬ 
cident  to  tne  predominance  of  po¬ 
litical  parties., 

As  a  prelude  and  necedary  open¬ 
ing  to  the  completion  of  their  de¬ 
signs  in  reducing  the  authority  and 
abridging  the  prerogatives  of  the 
dadtholder,  this  aridocratic  party 
{which,  independent  of  foreign 
fupport,  and  however  controuled  or 
apparently  reduced  at  particular  pe¬ 
riods,  ever  retained  no  fmall  de¬ 
gree  of  inherent  power  in  the  re¬ 
public)  had  determined  on  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  prince  Lewis,  duke  of 
Brunlvvick  Wollenbuttle,  and  field 
marfhal  qf  the  Dutch  forces,  who 
paving  been  the  dadtholder’s  guar¬ 
dian  and  reprelentative  during  his 
minority,  had  thereby  long  poffeded 
$he  efficient  powers  of  the  date. 
Tim  cogdderation  that  the  eminent 


pods  which  he  held  were  the  re¬ 
wards  of  long  fervices  and  expe¬ 
rienced  ability,  had  little  eifebl  in 
controuling  the  animofity  of  his  ad- 
verfaries  ;  and  though  this  prince 
had  difcharged  all  the  high  trulls 
which  had  been  repoted  m  him,  in 
a  manner  which  merited  and  had 
actually  obtained  the  greated  public 
applaufe  ;  yet,  in  feafons  of  jealoufy 
and  fufpicion,  the  dilcontents  that 
accummulated  in  the  long  poffieffiioii 
of  power,  and  the  heats  of  popular 
diffenfion,  quite  overbore  all  opi¬ 
nion  of  pad  merits,  and  rendered 
fupertor  capacity  and  ability  rather 
objedis  of  terror  than  of  reverence  or 
afted'tion.  The  oppodte  party  had 
carried  on  a  long  war  of  public  and 
private  inve&ive  againd  his  con- 
dud!  and  dehgns,  anddid  not  fcruple 
openly  to  attribute  to  his  couniels 
and  influence  with  the  dadtholder, 
certain  deep-laid  and  dangerous 
fchemes,  which,  as  they  aliened, 
were  formed  for  the  fuhverdon  of 
the  conditution,  and  the  eflablifli- 
ment  of  a  tyranny  upon  the  ruins  of 
the  republic. 

The  duke  had  long  endured,  with, 
admirable  temper  and  magnani¬ 
mity,  a  courfe  of  unceafing  re¬ 
proach  and  abufe  ;  but  finding  that 
the  prevalence  of  his  enemies  was 
becoming  every  day  more  decided, 
and  that  their  inveteracy  proceeded 
fo  far  as  to  hold  him  out  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  as  the  common  enemy  of  the 
date  and  country,  he  thought  it 
wile  or  necedary  to  give  way  to  the 
torrent,  as  a  means  of  allaying  the 
public  fever,  and  redoring  tranquil¬ 
lity  to  the  dadtholder’s  govern¬ 
ment,  whole  intereds  only  conne&ecl 
him  with  the  republic.  The  duke 
of  Brunfwick  accordingly  wrote  a 

letter 
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letter  to  the  hates  general,  in  which, 
after  fome  fhort  reference  to  the 
approbation  which  his  conduCt,  dur¬ 
ing  thirty-two  -ars  fpent  in  their 
fervice,  had  .u.w  tofore,  in  feafons 
of  peace  and  '  ion,  happily  receiv¬ 
ed,  he  re  v  red  to  the  continual 
troubles  which  he  had  experienced, 
and  tne  numberlefs  attacks  which 
had  been  made  upon  him  during 
the  lad  four  years  ;  thefe  he  aflign- 
ed  as  the  caufe,  together  with  the 
indifference  to  his  injuries  ihewn  by 
the  dates  themfelves,  in  refuiing  to 
grant  him  that  opportunity  which 
he  had  frequently  claimed,  of  pub¬ 
licly  refuting  thofe  charges  and  ca¬ 
lumnies  which  had  been  railed 
againfl  him,  for  his  then  refigning 
all  the  offices  that  he  held  under  the 
ftate,  and  difeharging  himfelf  from 
all  obligations  and  engagements  of 
fidelity  to  the  republic. 

While  the  republic  was  thus  de¬ 
priving  itfelf  of  the  fecurity  to  be 
derived  from  thofe  talents  and  expe¬ 
rience  on  which  it  had  fo  long  re¬ 
lied,  its  lituation  became  daily 
more  critical  with  its  great  neigh¬ 
bour  the  king  of  Pruffia,  who  was 
naturally  and  politically  its  friend 
and  prote&or.  Exclulive  of  his  near 
affinity  with  the  prince  ffadtholder, 
it  would  have  been  entirely  contrary 
to  his  views  and  intereffs,  clofely 
connected  as  he  was  with  them  in 
all  the  relations  of  neighbourhood 
and  alliance,  that  any  confiderable 
revolution  ffiould  take  place  in  the 
aCtual  conftitutjon  of  the  republic  ; 
yet  fuch  was  the  impetuolity  of  the 
domineering  party,  that  the  rei¬ 
terated  remonffrances  and  powerful 
interference  of  that  monarch  feem- 
ed  to  have  but  little  weight,  whe¬ 
ther  in  redraining  perfonal  impu¬ 
tations  on  the  ftadtholder,  or  po- 


F  EUROPE.  [103 

litical  attempts  on  his.  autho¬ 
rity. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  republi¬ 
can  party  were  every  where  form¬ 
ing  military  affociations,  and,  un¬ 
der  the  term  of  volunteers,  and  the 
olleniible  motives  of  public  de¬ 
fence,  were  in  ferious  preparation 
for  a  civil  war  ;  nor  was  tiie  oppo- 
fite  or  Orange  party,  however  in¬ 
ferior  in  power,  if  not  in  number, 
at  all  deficient  in  point  of  violence 
and  animofity.  Thus  lamentably 
torn  to  pieces,  and  convulfed  in  all 
its  members,  the  circumffances  and 
condition  of  the  republic  could  not, 
under  any  known  difpenfation  of 
things  among  ftates,  but  have  at¬ 
tracted  the  views,  and  excited  the 
enterprize  of  powerful  and  ambi¬ 
tious  neighbours. 

A  dangerous  refuge,  however, 
remained,  and  in  this  lituation  was 
eagerly  grafped  at  ;  for  France  hav¬ 
ing,  as  we  have  feen,  through  the 
violence  of  parties,  and  the  coilifion 
of  jarring  views  and  interefts,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  feries  of  unexpected 
and  lingular  events,  but  all  tending 
to  the  lame  conclusion,  obtained  an 
unbounded  influence  in  the  affairs 
of  the  republic,  it  identified  their 
interefls  lo  much,  that  ihe  was  bound 
by  every  principle  of  policy  to 
counteract  the  deflgns  of  others, 
and  to  atford  her  protection  at  what¬ 
ever  rilque  or  expence.  This  was 
affording  every  thing  that  the  arif- 
tocratical  party  could  with  ;  the 
ftate  would  be  protected  from  dan¬ 
ger  without,  while  they  were  at 
leiiure  to  new  model  the  internal  go¬ 
vernment. 

This  peculiar  fltuation  of  affairs, 
between  France  and  Holland,  aid 
not  feem  in  any  degree  to  operate 
upon  the  condutt  of  the  emperor, 
[  (j  ]  4  who. 
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who,  perhaps,  built  more  upon  the 
friendlhip  and  clofenefs  of  alliance 
between  him  and  France,  than  older 
politicians  would  have  been  inclin¬ 
ed  to  do  upon  the  faith  of  any  na¬ 
tional  connedion,  when  that  faith 
was  to  be  put  to  the  tell  by  fupe- 
rior  intereds  and  temptation.  That 
prince,  indeed,  appeared  to  be  fo 
fecure  of  his  objed,  that  he  feemed 
to  depart,  upon  this  occafion,  in 
fome  meafure  from  his  general 
charader  ;  and  the  court  of  Vienna 
was  obferved,  in.  all  its  tranfadions 
with  the  republic,  to  refume  that 
high  tone  and  peremptory  haughti- 
nefs,  which  the  prevalence  of  a  tade 
more  conformable  to  the  uncertain 
tenure  of  human  power  had  brought 
into  difufe  ;  but  which  had  indeed 
chsraderized  the  houfe  of  Audria, 
even  in  thofe  untoward  feafons,  in 
which  haughtinefs  feemed  fomething 
more  akin  to  magnanimity. 

The  dates  general  finding  them- 
felves  involved  in  demands  of  which 
they  knew  not  the  dired  aim  nor 
full  extent,  thought  it  prudent  to 
fubmit  to  neceflky  ;  and,  in  a  con- 
ted  with  fo  powerful  an  adverfary, 
by  giving  up  forms,  to  manifed  a 
conciliatory  difpofition  ;  and,  under 
thefe  impreffions, 
fent  two  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  to  Brudels,  fur- 
mfhed  with  fuch  powers  as  could 
yet  appear  neceflary  for  an  ami¬ 
cable  adjudment  of  all  differences 
with'  that  court. 

With  thefe  pacific  difpofitions, 
fo  fully  difplayed  on  their  own  fide, 
and  in  the  very  ad  of  concedion,  it 
could  not  but  excite  their  adonifh- 
ment  and  aifmay,  to  find  that  the 
night  after  the  arrival  of  their  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  in  that  citv,  (hould 
have  been  chofen  on  the  other,  for 
the  cpmmiifion  of  an  ad  of  open  vio- 
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lenceand  hoftility:  for  on  thatnight, 
without  previous  declaration  or  no¬ 
tice,  a  fmall  detachment  of  Audrian 
foot,  with  four  field  pieces,  entered 
the  territories  of  the  republic,  and 
took  podedion  of  the  fort  of  Old 
Liilo.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  this 
was  a  place  of  little  confequence 
or  value,  for  that  it  had  been  fo 
entirely  negleded  fince  the  con- 
drudion  of  the  fortrefs  of  New 
Liilo  near  it,  that  it  was  not  only 
without  artillery  or  garrifon,  but 
the  governor  of  the  latter  had  con¬ 
verted  the  interior  ground  into  a 
kitchen -garden.  The  feizmg  it, 
however,  in  this  manner,  was  no 
lefs  a  violation  of  territorial  right, 
than  if  it  had  been  a  place  of  great¬ 
er  importance  ;  and  it  feemed  the 
lefs  to  be  accounted  for,  that  in  a. 
map  of  the  Netherlands,  which  haa 
been  condruded  fo  late  as  the  year 
1778,  under  the  immediate  orders 
of  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  place 
had  been  marked  as  lying  within 
the  Dutch  limits. 

The  caufes  of  alarm  did  not  red 
here  ;  for  in  little  more  than  a 
week  after,  when  the  negotiations 
were  adually  commenced,  and  the 
Dutch  miniders  appeared  evidently 
difpofed  to  give  all  reafonable  fa- 
tisfadion  with  refped  to  the  em¬ 
peror’s  claims,  a  detachment  of  Au- 
drian  dragoons  advanced  in  like 
manner  to  a  place  called  Hartog 
Eyk,  near  Heerle,  where  they 
demolifhed  the  barriers,  pulled 
down  the  Dutch  flag  from  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe,  and  charged  the  receiv¬ 
er  of  that  department,  in  ' the  name 
of  his  imperial  majefty,  not  to  obey 
or  execute  any  orders  from  the  re¬ 
gency  ot  Heerle,  who  were  his  le¬ 
gal  and  natural  mailers,  nor  to  re¬ 
ceive  from  any  perfon  whatever 
any  money  upon  account  or  pre¬ 
tence 
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tence  of  toll  or  duty  ;  threatening, 
in  cafe  of  difobedience,  to  fend  him 
bound  hand  and  foot  to  the  next 
AuHrian  garriion. 

Such  violent  proceedings,  at  fuch 
a  feafon,  and  under  fuch  circum- 
flances,  certainly  augured  no  friend¬ 
ly  or  conciliatory  dilpolitions  on 
the  part  of  the  court  of  Bruffels, 
unlefs,  indeed,  it  could  be  fuppofed 
that  they  were  merely  intended  to 
accelerate  the  motions  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiators,  and  to  correCt  the  confli- 
tutional  phlegm  and  habitual  How- 
nefs  charged  to  their  country. 
However  that  was,  the  hates  un¬ 
doubtedly  could  not  but  forely  feel 
the  degraded  circumHances  of  their 
lituation,  and  the  deplorable  change 
which  a  few  years  had  produced  in 
their  affairs,  as  well  as  in  their 
rank  and  character  with  other  na¬ 
tions. 

Thefe  hoftile  tranfaCtions  occa- 
iioned  an  univerfal  alarm  in  Hol¬ 
land.  Hafty  mealures  were  adopt¬ 
ed  for  fecuring  the  frontiers  from 
immediate  danger,  at  leak  from 
any  coniiderable  lofs,  impracticable 
as  it  was  to  preferve  them  entirely 
from  infult.  Such  regiments  of 
horfe  and  foot  as  were  next  to  hand 
were  immediately  dilpatched  to 
Maftricht,  not  only  as  a  place  of 
the  firfl  importance,  but  as  an 
object  known  to  be  particularly 
aimed  at.  Other  troops  were  or¬ 
dered  frorn^  different  quarters  to 
reinforce  thofe  garrifons  or  pods 
which  were  molt  expofed,  or  deem¬ 
ed  to  be  of  greateit  confequence. 
Eut  even  in  this  moment  of  difmay 
and  apparent  danger,  when  the 
public  fafety  might  have  depended 
fo  much  upon  the  celerity  of  move¬ 
ment  and  promptnefs  of  defign  and 
adtion,  the  meafures  of  defence  were 


obftruCted  by  the  difputes  between 
the  Hates  and  the  prince  lladtholder, 
relative  to  the  rights  or  limits  of 
the  executive  power.  Such  being 
the  fatality  of  civil  diffenfions,  that 
they  frequently  render  the  citizen 
obtufe  and  deaf  to  the  molt  immi¬ 
nent  public  dangers. 

The  Hates  had  previoufly  folicit- 
ed  the  French  king,  who  was  now 
their  only  refuge,  for  his  friends 
ly  interpofition  with  his  brother- 
in-law  the  emperor,  in  foftening 
his  difpofition  towards  the  republic, 
and  for  his  accepting  the  office  of 
mediator,  in  finally  arranging  and 
fettling  the  difputed  limits  and  fron¬ 
tiers,  as  well  as  the  other  matters 
of  difference  between  them.  As 
the  part  which  France,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  new  connections  with 
the  republic,  might  purfue,  in  fo 
delicate  a  conjuncture  of  circum- 
ltances  and  interefls,  afforded  much 
room  for  doubt  and  appreheniion, 
it  could  not  but  adminiiter  the 
higheit  fatisfaCtion  to  the  ffates, 
when,  under  the  depreffion  and 
alarm  excited  by  thefe  violences, 
the  duke  de  Vauguion,  ambaffador 
from  the  court  of  Verfailles,  com¬ 
municated  to  them  the  welcome 
intelligence,  that  his  mafier  had 
frankly  and  readily  accepted  the 
deiired  office  of  mediation. 

It  may  well  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
defire  of  effectually  fecuring  the 
friendlhip  of  France,  in  this  try¬ 
ing  and  critical  fituation  of  their 
affairs,  had  no  fmall  effeCt  in  in¬ 
fluencing  the  conduCt  of  the  Hates, 
with  refpeCt  to  that  new  treaty  of 
clofe  alliance  and  friendfhip  be¬ 
tween  both  powers,  which  feemed 
to  be  about  that  time  commenced, 
and  which  being  fuccefsfully  carried 
on  through  the  courfe  of  their  de¬ 
putes 
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putes  with  the  emperor,  was  brought 
to  a  concluflon  at  their  termination. 
Such  a  circumftance  in  private  af¬ 
fairs  might  poffibly  be  conftdered  as 
ufing  an  undue  influence  with  the 
umpire  ;  nor  is  it  entirely  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  fame  opinion  was 
not  held  on  one  fide  upon  this  oc- 
caiion. 

In  the  mean  time  the  hates  ufed 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  remove 
the  fcene  of  the  negotiations  for 
an  accommodation  from  Bi  uffels  to 
Vienna.  But  their  applications 
for  this  purpofe  failed  entirely  of 
effedt :  Prince  Kaunitz,  the  impe¬ 
rial  prime  minifter,  having  declared 
that  the  emperor  had  entirely  re¬ 
mitted  his  claims  to  the  government 
©fBruflels,  and  to  the  conduct  of 
the  count  Belgiojofo,  his  minifter 
in  the  Lew  Countries.  This  re- 
fufal  was  particularly  untoward ; 
as,  befides  the  immediate  interefl 
which  the  government  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  had  in  fupporting  and 
pufhing  all  the  emperor’s  demands 
to  the  utmoft,  the  count  Belgiojofo, 
fo  far  from  fhewing  any  marks  of 
an  accommodating  fpirit,  was  ex¬ 
tremely  harfh  and  peremptory  in  all 
]iis  tranfa&ions  with  the  republic. 

It  feems  remarkable  that  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Schelde,  and  of 
opening  the  port  of  Antwerp, 
which  every  body  knew  to  be  the 
great  objedl  which  the  emperor 
had  in  view  in  all  thefe  meaiures, 
was  entirely  overlooked  in  that 
ftatement  of  claims  and  demands 
which  had  been  prefented  to  the 
|lates  by  the  imperial  minifters. 
As  an  omiffion  of  fo  much  con¬ 
sequence  could  not  poffibly  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  negligence  or  forget- 
fulnefs,  it  may  be  fuppofed  it  was 
Intended,  that  that  bufinefs  fliould  be 
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conftdered  as  a  matter  of  fnch  clear 
and  evident  right,  that  it  could  not 
be  fubjeited  to  any  difeuffion  ;  and 
that  it  depended  entirely  on  the 
emperor’s  will  to  fix  the  time 
which  he  might  think  proper  for 
carrying  the  meafure  into  execu¬ 
tion. 

It  was  poffibly  upon  this  princi¬ 
ple,  and  perhaps  in  part  to  en- 
creafe  the  embarraffment  and  con- 
fter nation  of  the  ftates  on  finding 
themfeives  at  once  attacked  on 
every  fide,  and  on  all  points,  with¬ 
out  knowing  where  the  claims  wou!d 
end,  or  what  part  of  the  differences 
would  be  fubmitted  to  negotiation, 
or  other  wife,  that  fome  fhort  time 
before  the  tranfactions  we  have  re¬ 
lated  had  taken  place,  a  Flemiih 
boatman  was  employed  to  make  an 
experiment  on  the  Schelde,  which 
feemed  calculated  for  no  other  pur¬ 
pofe  than  to  bring  the  queftion  on 
the  free  navigation  of  that  river  to 
an  immediate  iffue. 

This  man  having  palled  the 
Dutch  fort  of  Liilo,  and  a  guard- 
fhip  ftationed  near  it,  on  his  way 
down  the  river  from  Antwerp,  with¬ 
out  notice,  and  confequently  with¬ 
out  that  examination  which  he  in¬ 
vited,  in  the  morning,  he  returned 
the  fame  way  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  captain  of  the  guard-fhip  obferv- 
ing  that  he  did  not  lower  his  flag, 
nor  bring  to  as  ufual  for  exami¬ 
nation,  called  to  him  feveral  times 
to  do  both,  which  he  abfolutely  re- 
fuflng,  was  in  cosifequence  boarded  ; 
when  the  reafon  of  his  conduct  being 
demanded,  the  Fleming  replied, 
that  he  vyas  under  pofltive  orders 
not  to  flop  at  Lillo,  nor  to  fubmit 
to  any  inquifition.  As  a  further 
proof  that  the  bufinefs  was  de¬ 
signed  and  prepared  for,  fome  Ne- 
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therland  magidrates  of  confiderable 
rank  were  on  board  the  boat ;  of 
■Whom  tne  grand  bailiff  of  Beveren 
faid  to  the  Dutch  officer,  “  This 
“  is  imperial  territory,  we  do  not 
(<  acknowledge  any  Dutch  or  Zea- 
“  land  authority,  and  the  boatman 

“  lhall  make  no  declaration.” - 

We  are  drangely  left  in  the  dark 
as  to  the  iiiue  of  this  affair ; 
although  (which  did  not  feem  of 
much  coniequence)  notice  is  taken 
that  foine  intuiting  language  was 
uled  on  the  Netheriand  hde. 

But  although  the  boat  was  dif- 
charged  at  this  time,  it  feemed  as 
if  it  had  been  thought  that  enough 
was  not  yet  done,  and  that  it  was 
determined  to  pulh  things  to  extre¬ 
mity.  For  in  two  or  three  days 
after  the  lame  boatman  returned  to 
make  another  experiment  ;  and 
though  the  Dutch  commandant  fent 
to  requeli  that  he  would  lubmit 
amicably  to  that  vifitation  and  thole 
forms  which  he  could  not  himfelf 
avoid  infilling  on,  the  other  per¬ 
emptorily  refuied  to  comply.  A 
gun,  charged  only  with  powder, 
was  at  length  fired  at  the  boat, 
and  proper  officers  fent  on  board  ; 
but  the  boatman  obdinateiy  perle- 
yered,  and  entered  a  formal  protdt 
againft  the  whole  proceedings,  as 
afts  of  diredl  violence. 

A  new  datement  of  the  emperor’s 
claims  and  demands,  dcicrioed  as 
his  ultimatum ,  was  preiented  to  the 
Dutch  miniders  in  lome  time  after 
the  opening  of  the  negotiations  at 
Bruffeis,  in  which,  aiong  with  an 
enlargement  of  former  articles,  and 
the  addition  of  lome  new  ones,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  reditution  of  places  or 
territories  faid  to  have  been  ulurped, 
and  the  payment  of  real  or  luppofed 
debts,  that  monarch  infilled,  in  the 


5th  article,  upon  his  right  to  the 
abfolute  and  indepen  den  t  lovereignty 
of  the  whole  Bchelde  lying  between 
Antwerp  and  Saftingeti  ;  and  that 
the  Dutch  guard-drip  dationed  op- 
polite  to  fort  Lillo  fhould  according¬ 
ly  be  for  ever  removed,  as  he  could 
not  think  of  permitting  the  exercife 
of  any  foreign  authority  whatever 
within  any  part  of  his  lovereignty 
on  that  river. 

in  confequence  of  a  communica¬ 
tion  made  to  the  court  of  Verfailles 
by  the  Hates  general,  of  the  me¬ 
morial  which  they  had  drawn,  in 
anfwer  to  the  claims  and  demands 
made  by  the  emperor,  and  con¬ 
taining  likewife  a  number  of  coun¬ 
ter  claims  let  up  on  their  fide,  which 
in  law  language  and  pra&ice  might 
be  confidered  as  a  let-off  againil  the 
former,  the  French  king  took  that 
opportunity,  aiong  with  many  com¬ 
mendations  of  their  pail  and  prelent 
moderation,  and  the  defire  which 
they  had  manifeded  of  preferving 
the  public  tranquillity,  drongly  to 
recommend  a  continuation  of  the 
fame  prudent  and  equitable  conduft, 
particularly  cautioning  them  to 
abftain  from  ail  mcafures  which 
might,  in  any  degree,  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  wounding  or  affe&ing 
the  emperor’s  dignity.  He  like- 
wife  recommended,  that  in  order 
to  give  the  greater  efficacy  to  his 
own  conciliatory  endeavours,  and  the 
better  to  enable  him  to  enforce  all 
the  means  which  his  connections 
with  that  fovereign  might  admit  cf, 
that  they  fhould  furnifh  and  iupport 
him  with  fuch  fpecihc  proportions 
as  they  were  willing  to  make  for 
laying  the  foundation  of  an  equit¬ 
able  and  lading  accommodation. 

This  was  accordingly  done  ;  but 
the  interpodtipn  of  France  feemed 
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as  yet  far  from  producing  any  fa¬ 
vourable  effect  on  the  condudt  of 
the  emperor,  who  was  undoubted¬ 
ly,  and  indeed  apparently,  very 
little  fa ti shed  with  her  inference  at 
all  in  the  buiinefs. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1784, 
every  thing  feemed  tending  ra¬ 
pidly  to  the  mod  decihve  and  a- 
larming  crifis.  Three  new  and 
extraordinary  demands  were  added 
to  the  emperor’s  former  ultimatum. 
— Thefe  were,  in  the  drd  place, 
“  The  entire  and  free  navigation 
of  the  Schelde  from  Antwerp  to  the 
fea,”  which  was  to  be  laid  down  as 
a  fine  qua  non  ;  and  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  declaration,  “  that  in 
the  intermediate  time,  until  matters 
were  hnally  fettled,  the  emperor’s 
fubjedts  Ihould  occafionally  exercife 
their  undoubted  right  of  navigating 
that  river  ;  and  that  two  fhips  were 
then  in  adlual  preparation  for  the 
purpofe.”  This  was  farther  enforced 
by  the  Count  Belgiojofo,  who,  in 
liis  ufual  peremptory  manner,  de¬ 
clared  to  the  Dutch,  miniders  at 
Bruffels,  that  the  fir  ft  (hot  fired 
upon  the  Schelde  would  be  conli- 
dered  by  his  matter  as  a  declaration 
of  war,  and  immediately  treated 
and  refented  accordingly. 

The  fecond  article  related  to  the 
foregoing,  and  infilled,  that  the 
feveral  forts  of  Frederic  Henry, 
Liefenhock,  l^ruifcjians,  and  Lillo, 
which  had  been  eredled  by  the 
Dutch  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
monopoly  in  the  navigation  of  the 
Schelde,  Ihouid  be  difmantled  and 
demolished,  ' 

The  third  demand,  if  not  more 
alarming,  feemed  at  lead  more  ex¬ 
traordinary  than  the  former.  This 
was  no  lefs  than  a  free  navigation 
and  uninterrupted  commerce  to  and 
in  both  the  Fall  and  Wed  Indies. 


This  indeed  was  a  lingular  demand. 

It  was  in  fafl  claiming  a  moiety  of 
all  the  benefits  which  the  Dutch 
derived  from  their  colonies  in  the 
New  World,  and  their  conqueds 
and  fettlements  in  the  Ead,  being 
the  fruits  of  much  hard  adventure, 
great  rifque,  and  advance  of  trea- 
fure,  of  numberlefs  treaties  and  ne¬ 
gotiations,  and  of  many  fevere  wars, 
through  the  courfe  of  near  two  cen¬ 
turies.  A  requifition  which,  taken 
in  its  full  extent,  would  have  reach¬ 
ed  to  their  monopoly  of  the  Spice 
Idands,  and  even  to  their  trade  in 
japan,  if  that  fierce  and  haughty 
people  had  not  rendered  all  fpecu- 
lation  and  adventure  upon  their  for¬ 
bidden  coads  impracticable. 

It  may  now  be  neceliary  to  look 
fomewhat  into  the  nature  of  the 
principal  claims  and  demands 
made  on  the  one  fide,  and  of  the 
objections  dated  on  the  other,  for 
the  forming  of  home  opinion  how 
far  they  were  lupported  upon  the 
principles  of  reafon,  judice,  and 
equity,  or  upon  the  ground  of  par¬ 
ticular  treaties  and  conventions,  on 
either.  ■ 

The  dates  of  Holland  infided, 
that  feveral  of  the  emperor’s  de¬ 
mands  were  in  direct  contravention 
of  the  mod  foiemn  treaties.  That 
by  the  treaty  of  M under,  concluded 
on  the  30th  of  January,  in  the  year 
1648,  with  his  predecelTor,  Philip 
the  IVth  of  Spain,  Duke  of  Bur- 
gandy,  of  Brabant,  and  Earl  of 
Flanders,  that  prince,  befides  ac¬ 
knowledging  in  the  fulled  manner 
the  independency  of  the  United 
States,  not  only  confirmed  to  them 
all  iuch  podeflions  as  they  already 
held,  and  fucli  barrier  towns  and 
forts  as  were  then  affigned,  but 
renounced,  for  himfelf  and  his  fuc- 
celfors  for  ever,  all  claim  and  title 

to 
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to  any  fuch  as  they,  might  here¬ 
after,  without  infraction  of  that 
treaty,  acquire,  by  conqueit  or 
otherwise.  That  by  the  fame 
treaty,  he  not  only  ^  irrevocably 
confirmed  the  charters  and  rights 
of  the  Dutch  Eaft  and  Welt  India 
Companies,  but  rendered  himfelf 
and  his  fuccelfors  the  perpetual 
guarantees  of  their  commerce  in 
both  parts  of  the  world.  That 
by  the  6th  article  of  the  laid  trea¬ 
ty  it  is  further  fpecaally  provided, 
that  the  faid  king’s  own  fubjeds 
lhould  be  reftrided  to  continue 
their  navigation  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
in  the  fame  manner  which  they 
had  hitherto  exercifed  it,  and 
fhould,  on  no  account  whatever, 
be  permitted  to  extend  it  beyond 
thole  limits. 

That  by  the  14th  article  of  the 
faid  treaty  of  Munfter,  it  was  ex- 
prefsly  ftipulated,  that  the  Weftern 
or  lower  Schelde,  (commonly  called 
Le  Hondt)  the  canal  of  Sas,  the 
Swin,  and  other  mouths  of  the  fea 
bordering  upon  them,  fhould  be 
kept  clofed  on  the  iide  belonging  to 
the  ftates. 

That  the  treaty  of  Munfter  had 
been  recognized  and  confirmed,  and 
the  rights  of  the  ftates  fortified  and 
enlarged ,  bv  a  number  of  fubfe- 

vD  t  * 

quent  treaties.  That  by  the  bar¬ 
rier  treaty,  concluded  in  1715,  be¬ 
tween  the  Emperor,  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  Republic, 
the  former  «eded  certain  territories 
therein  fpecified  to  the  latter,  in 
full  and  complete  fovereignty,  for 
the  fecurity  and  better  exercife  of 
their  fovereignty  and  rights  on  the 
lower  Schelde,  and  for  facilitating 
their  communications  between  Bra¬ 
bant  and  Dutch  Flanders.  That 
the  faid  ceflion  was  formally  re¬ 
peated  and  confirmed,  and  a  fmall 


farther  addition  of  terrritory  ceded, 
for  the  fame  exprefs  purpofe,  in  the 
convention  which  was  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  fame  three  powers,  in  the 
year  1718. 

That,  with  refped  to  their  com¬ 
mercial  rights,  the  fame  emperor, 
Charles  the  Vlth,  having,  in  deroga¬ 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  adopted 
the  well-known  projed  of  eftablifin- 
ing  a  company  to  trade  from  Oftend 
to  India,  that  prince,  notwithftand- 
ing,  found  it  neceftary,  after  it  had 
been  carried  on  for  fome  years,  to 
relinquish  the  deftgn,  and  to  diftolve 
the  company.  For  by  the  treaty  of 
Vienna,  concluded  in  173 1 ,  between 
the  Emperor  and  his  Britannic  Mar 
jefty,  and  to  which  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral  became  parties  by  an  ad  of 
concurrence,  the  former  was  bound 
to  abolilh  the  faid  commerce  and 
company  for  ever.  And,  with  re¬ 
fped  to  the  trade  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
the  faid  ad  of  concurrence  ftates, 
on  the  part  of  the  Dutch,  “  That 
“  they  will  conform  with  good  faith 
“  to  the  regulations  eftablilhed  by 
t(  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  in  every 
<,r  thing  that  is  therein  ftipulated 
with  refped  to  the  commerce  and 
“  navigation  of  the  Weft  Indies.” 

It  was  ftrongly  urged,  that  the 
rights  of  the  republic,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  her  excluftve  fovereipiitv  of 
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the  Schelde,  had  been  confirmed 
and  guaranteed  to  her  by  all  the 
treaties  which  fecure  the  political 
exiftence  of  Europe.  That  it  was 
now  near  140  years  fince  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter  ; 
during  all  which  long  period  fhe 
had  held,  unclaimed  and  unquef- 
tioned,  the  exclufive  navigation  of 
that  river.  But  that  it  was  no  new 
claim,  nor  novel  exercife  of  fove¬ 
reignty  c«r  right,  even  at  that  very 
time;  for  that  the  river  had  been 
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equally  (hut  up,  ever  fince  the 
taking  of  Antwerp  by  the  Duke  of 
Parma,  in  the  year  1585.  That 
therefore,  fuppohng  the  treaty  of 
Munder  had  contained  no  fpeeidc 
article  whatever  upon  that  fubjecd, 
yet  the  very  omiffion,  in  a  matter 
of  fuch  vad  importance,  and  the 
acquieicence  in  a  meafure  fo  long, 
and  to  notorioudy  edablifhed,  mull 
have  been  conddered  by  all  man¬ 
kind  as  a  full  acknowledgment  and 
confirmation  of  the  right.  Nor  did 
this  exclusive  right  and  benefit,  al¬ 
ready  poffeffed,  and  thus  legalized 
and  confirmed,  want  the  fanidion  of 
a  fair  and  full  compenfation  in  its 
purchafe  ;  for  it  was  a  part  of  the 
price  which  Spain  paid  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  thole  very  Netherlands 
which  are  now  held  by  the  emperor, 
the  claims  on  which  would  never 
otherwise  have  been  relinquifhed  by 
the  States  of  Holland.  Nor  is  the 
world  now  to  learn,  that  the  power 
of  the  republic  was,  both  then  and 
after,  fully  competent,  and  that 
opportunities  of  advantage,  fufh- 
eiently  favourable,  had  been  offered, 
for  the  edablifhment  of  thofe  claims 
with  fuccefs,  if  they  had  not  been 
thus  renounced. 

They  farther  infilled,  that  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Schelde  was  far  from 
being  merely  a  matter  of  commerce, 
as  was  pretended.  The  queltion  of 
opening  that  fiver  was  much  more 
of  a  political  than  of  a  commercial 
Mature.  Things  had  undergone 
fuch  changes,  and  the  circumfrances 
of  commerce  were  fo  totally  altered  * 
that  Antwerp  was  not  now  capable 
of  becoming  an  objeft  of  jealoufy  or 
envy.  But  the  opening  of  the 
Schelde,  would  be  opening  the 
gates  of  a  bread  and  great  road, 
into  the  very  heart  of  their  domi¬ 
nions.  It  would  be  laying  the  in- 
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mod  recedes,  and  the  vital  fource^ 
of  the  date,  open  and  expofed  ;  and 
would  at  once  include,  not  only  the 
immediate  lecurity,  but  the  inde¬ 
pendence  and  very  exidence  of  the 
republic. 

On  the  other  dde,  it  was  an- 
fwereu,  on  the  part  of  the  emperor, 
that  the  dates  had  been  guilty  of 
fo  many  infractions  of  the  treaty  of 
Munder,  in  all  thofe  parts  of  it 
which  fecured  the  rights,  or  were 
in  any  degree  advantageous  to  the 
Audrian  Netherlands;,  that  they  had 
thereby  forfeited  all  claim  to  the 
performance  of  thofe  dipulations 
which  were  in  their  own  favour. 
That  he  found  himfelf  therefore, 
both  in  reafon  and  equity,  per¬ 
fectly  abfolved  from  paying  any  re¬ 
gard  to  thofe  provide  ns  on  which 
they  now  wiihed  fo  much  to  indd. 
That  they,  however,  drained  the 
meaning  (as  they  did  in  all  dmilar 
cafes)  to  their  own  advantage,  of 
that  article  in  the  treaty  of  Munder 
which  related  to  the  Schelde,  and 
which  by  no  means  conveyed  that 
fovereignty  and  excludve  right  that 
they  pretended.  But  if  every  thing 
they  advanced  upon  that  or  any 
other  ground  of  treaty  had  been  even 
admitted,  dill  the  fhameful  yoke 
which  had  been  impofed  upon  the 
Netherlands  was  too  unnatural  and 
too  degrading  to  be  lading  ;  nor 
could  it,  from  thefe  circumftances>^ 
be  any  longer  poffibly  endured* 
than  while  abfolute  nedeflity,  ariixng 
frobi  the  unfortunate  dtuation  of 
public  affairs,  rendered  a  fubmiffioii 
to  it  inevitable; 

It  was  farther  faid,  that  the  Dutch 
had  been  no  lefs  guilty  of  violations 
of  the  barrier,  and  other  later  trea¬ 
ties,  than  they  had  been  with  refpet 
to  that  of  Munder.  But  thap  if  all 
other  violations  of  faith  angi  treaty 
9  /  on 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [m 


©n  their  fide  had  been  overlooked 
or  forgotten,  their  fhameful  preva¬ 
rication,  and  the  injustice  of  their 
conduct  with  refpedt  to  Makricht, 
vvoula  have  been  in  itfelf  fufficient 
to  difcharge  and  cancel  all  obliga¬ 
tions  and  conditions  with  a  people, 
who  never  paid  any  regard,  or  at¬ 
tended  farther  to  the  proviiions  of 
any  treaty  or  convention,  than  as  it 
fuited  their  own  interek. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  upon 
this  occafion,  to  take  fome  fhort 
notice  of  the  nature  of  the  difpute 
relative  to  the  city  and  territories 
of  Mailricht ;  which  (we  have  al¬ 
ready  obferved)  feemed  to  be  among 
the  bek  founded  of  the  claims  af- 
ferted  by  the  Emperor. 

In  the  year  1672,  when  Holland 
feemed  upon  the  point  of  being  en¬ 
tirely  overwhelmed,  by  the  fudden 
and  powerful  irruption  of  Lewis 
the  XIVth,  although  peace  then 
fubfifted  between  France  and  Spain, 
yet  the  Count  de  Monterey,  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Netherlands,  without 
waiting  the  how  refult  of  inilruc- 
tions  from  his  court,  by  which  the 
occafion  would  have  been  in  a  great 
meafure  loll,  had  political  fagacity 
and  fpirit  fufficient  to  comprehend 
and  adt  up  to  the  true  interefts  of 
the  hate,  without  regard  to  confe- 
quences.  Ke  accordingly  endea¬ 
voured  to  hem  the  violence  of  the 
torrent,  fo  far  as  it  could  polfibly 
be  done  under  any  appearance  of  a 
neutrality,  <and  afforded  muchfecret 
aid,  and  did  great  real  fervice  to 
the  endangered,  and  apparently 
linking.  States  of  Holland.  This 
wife  and  meritorious  condudl,  hav¬ 
ing  the  fortune  of  being  approved 
by  the  court  of  Madrid,  was  of 
courfe  continued  by  the  governor 
general ;  a$d  the  fervices  were  fo 
effential  and  critical,  as  to  lay  the 


foundation  of  a  private  treaty  be¬ 
tween  Holland  and  Spain,  by  which 
the  republic  was  bound,  in  confi- 
deration  of  the  pah,  and  as  an  in¬ 
ducement  to  farther  aflihance,  to 
cede  the  city  of  Mailricht,  with  cer¬ 
tain  appertaining  territories  therein 
fpecilied,  to  the  latter  ;  the  ceffion 
being,  however,  lubjebl  to  this  fpe- 
cial  condition,  that  France  Ihould 
be  prevented  from  retaining  any  of 
her  conquells,  or  making  any  dif- 
memberment  of  the  territories  of 
Holland. 

That  great  point  being  attained, 
through  the  unexpected  and  fortu¬ 
nate  turn  which  the  war  took,  and 
which  obliged  Lewis  the  XIVth  to 
relinquifh  all  his  halty  conquells  at 
the  fubfequent  treaty  of  peace  con¬ 
cluded  at  Nimeguen,  Charles  the 
lid  of  Spain  then  put  in  his  claim, 
lor  the  poffehion  of  Mailricht ;  but 
the  ceffion  was  evaded  by  the  States, 
upon  the  footing  of  fome  mortgages 
which  the  prince  of  Orange  had 
upon  that  city  and  its  territories. 
The  Spanifn  king  Ihewed  a  conk- 
dence  and  generofity  which  de¬ 
manded  a  return  of  good  faith,  by 
paying  off  the  mortgages.  New 
difficulties  were,  however,  thrown 
in  the  way ;  and  the  ceffion  feems 
to  have  been  fo  irkfome,  that  it  was 
kill  delayed,  and  continued  a  fub- 
jeCl  of  negociation  through  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  that  prince's  life. 

The  general  confufion  occafioned 
by  that  king’s  death  and  will,  and 
the  long  troubles  and  wars  in  which 
ail  Europe  was  convulfed  and  in¬ 
volved  through  the  claims  to  his 
fncceffion,  feemed  to  have  erafed  all 
traces  of  the  affair  of  Makricht  en¬ 
tirely  from  remembrance.  No  no¬ 
tice  whatever  was  taken  of  it  in 
any  of  the  fucceeding  treaties  ot\; 
conventions,  whether  of  peace,  o> 
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difribution  of  territory.  Things 
refed  in  this  fate  until  the  year 
1738,  when  the  emperor  Charles 
the  Sixth,  confldering  himfelf  as 
inheritor  of  all  the  Spanifh  rights 
in  the  Low  Countries,  revived  the 
long-forgotten  or  neglefted  claim 
upon  Maf  richt.  Commiffioners  were 
accordingly  appointed  on  both  lides, 
who  opened  a  negotiation  at  Bruf- 
fels,  with  an  apparent  view  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  matter  to  a  conclufion.  But, 
as  if  it  had  been  predefined  that 
the  bringing  up  of  this  bufmefs 
fhould  ever  be  accompanied  with, 
or  interrupted  by  fcenes  of  great 
public  diforder  and  misfortune,  fo 
the  death  of  that  prince,  and  the 
numerous  and  powerful  claimants, 
who  attempted  a  partition  of  the 
inheritance  of  his  daughter,  the  late 
emprefs  queen,  foon  put  an  end  to 
the  negotiations  at  Bra  dels,  and 
threw  Europe  into  a  fnnilar  fate  of 
war  and  confufion  with  that  which 
had  been  produced  by  the  Spanifh 
fuccefiion.  The  claim  upon  Ma- 
fricht  feemed  accordingly  to  be 
again  forgotten,  until  it  was  now 
revived  by  the  emperor. 

But  Mafricht,  notwithfanding 
its  intrinfc  value,  and  the  great 
importance  which  it  derives  from 
lituation  and  circumfance,  was  only 
a  matter  of  very  fecondary  confi- 
deration  in  this  difpute.  The 
Schelde  was  the  real  bone  of  con¬ 
tention— -the  great  objeft  of  defire 
on  the  one  fide,  and  of  apprehen- 
hon  and  difmay  on  the  other.  All 
other  matters  in  debate  were  capa¬ 
ble  of  compromife. 

The  public,  in  almof  every  part 
of  Europe  were  much  interefed  in 
this  fubjeft,  and  the  fentiments  and 
opinions  of  mankind  have  feldom 
been  To  much  divided  upon  a  quef- 
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tion  of  fo  firtiple  and  confined  a 
nature  as  the  navigation  of  a  river. 

o 

The  grounds  of  argument  in  fup- 
port  of  the  emperor’s  claim  were 
very  open  and  fpecious,  and  were 
capable  of.  being  dreffed  in  fo  plau- 
fible  a  guife,  and  of  putting  on  ap¬ 
pearances  fo  interefing  and  en¬ 
gaging,  that  they  were  admirably 
calculated  for  feducing  the  opinions 
of  the  generality  of  mankind,  who 
taking  only  a  tranfient  view  of  the 
fubjeft,  were  influenced  more  by 
fentiment,  than  by  any  attention  to 
quefions  of  fate  or  policy  in  their 
decifions. 

The  bare  relation  of  the  aft,  that 
an  antient  and  refpeftable  people, 
who  had  been  long  and  early  re¬ 
nowned  in  commerce,  had  been 
brought  to  ruin  and  beggary,  by 
depriving  them  of  their  natural 
right  to  the  navigation  and  bene¬ 
fits  of  a  river  which  ran  through 
their  territories,  feemed  at  once 
fufficient  to  decide  the  quefion  in 
the  minds  of  the  hearers,  and  to 
unite  them  in  a  general  reprobation 
of  fo  flagrant  an  injufice.  Upon 
the  fame  principle,  the  deliverance 
of  a  people  from  fo  cruel  a  piark  of 
bondage,  and  the  ref  oration  to  their 
natural  rights  and  former  happinefs, 
feemed  an  atchievement  fo  glorious, 
as  to  be  worthy  and  charafterific 

v 

of  a  hero.  The  former  greatnefs, 
fplendour,  and  opulence  of  Ant¬ 
werp,  were  artfully  dwelt  upon  with, 
a  view  to  the  pafions ;  and  with 
great  effeft,  though  little  truth  or 
jufice,  its  decline  was  attributed 
entirely  to  this  odious  meafure,  to 
which  the  Dutch  were  faid  to  be 
prompted  by  their  jealoufy  and 
avarice,  in  order  to  monopolize  all 
commerce,  and  that  Amferdarn  in 
particular  might  rife  to  greatnefs 

upon 
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.Upon  her  ruins.  With  an  equal 
view  to  the  paflions,  and  with  Hill 
lefs  truth  or  juftice,  the  Schelde 
was  magnificently  reprefented  as 
the  finefl  river  in  Europe,  as  if  its 
beauty  could  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  queilions  of  light,  or  of 
political  neceflity.  It  may  be  eafily 
judged,  that  the  general  and  eftab- 
iifhed  character  of  avidity  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  Dutch,  with  the  harfh, 
arbitrary,  and  monopolizing  fpirit, 
which  they  had  ever  diiplayed  in 
.commercial  matters,  could  not  but 
operate  greatly  to  their  difadvan- 
tage  upon  the  opinions  and  preju¬ 
dices  of  mankind. 

The  States,  however,  had  many 
ftrong  grounds  .  of  argument  and 
fad't  to  oppofe  to  plauiible  and  art¬ 
ful  repreientations,  ox  to  prejudiced 
and  haltily-conceived  opinion.  It 
was  faid  to  be  abfurd,  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  things  and  of  the  worid, 
,to  recur  to  what  was  called  Natural 
Rights,  in  order  to  overthrow  thofe 
focial  compacts  between  men,  and 
political  conventions'between  hates, 
which  are  the  foundation  and  the 
fecurity  of  all  public  and  private 
property.  What  a  pidlure  would 
Europe  exhibit,  if  all  its  powers 
were  now  obliged  to  recur  to  ori¬ 
ginal  principles,  and  to  the  laws 
of  nature,  and  to  relinquilh  all 
thofe  poffefhons,  which  fraud  or 
.  force,  war  or  'treaty,  through  the 
revolutions  of  a  long  feries  of  ages, 
had  enabled  them  to  acquire  1  It 
would  be  unlooiing  all  the  bands  that 
unite  mankind  ;  throwing  them  back 
again  into  a  hate  of  favage  nature  ; 
and  rendering  the  world  a  chaos  of 
endlefs  confuhon  and  difc  rder. 

It  was  however  denied,  that  a 
-  river’s  palling  in  its  inland  courfe 
through  fome  part  of  a  prince’s  ter- 
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ritories,  conhituted  any  fuch  na¬ 
tural  right,  when  its  opening  to  the 
fea  was  in  the  pofiefiion  of  another 
fovereign.  B  ut,  at  once  to  do  away  ail 
the  pathetic  declamation  thrown  out 
upon  this  fubjefl,  it  was  itrenuoufly 
indited,  that  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  Schelde, 
which  palled  within  the  dominions 
of  Holland,  was  entirely  artificial  ; 
that  it  was  formed  by  and  owed  its 
exiilence  to  the  hands  of  Dutch¬ 
men  ;  that  its  banks  were  the 
produce  of  ages  of  unintermitted 
labour ;  and  that  they  were  ilill 
maintained  by  great  and  conti¬ 
nual  labour  and  expence.  That  if 
it  had  not  been  for  thofe  Handing 
monuments  of  Dutch  enterprise, 
thofe  admirable  dykes  which  excite 
the  aftonilhment  of  mankind,  the 
waters  of  the  Schelde,  flagnating  in. 
fhallow  lakes  and  immenle  marines, 
had  never  reached  the  lea  in  finy 
dilftinct  .or  fufhcient  portion  for  the 
purpofes  of  navigation.  That  the 
lower  Schelde  being  thus  originally 
made  and  frill  preferved  by  Dutch¬ 
men,  as  they  had  before  created 
and  Hill  preserved  the  two  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Holland  and  Frifeland, 
fo  it  was  equally  their  own  pro¬ 
perty.  That  as  it  could  not  even 
be  imagined  that  thofe  immenfe 
labours  were  intended  for  the  ufe 
of  others,  fo  their  benefits,  as  well 
as  the  hupendous  works  themfelves, 
mu  ft  be  confidered,  upon  every  prin-* 
ciple  of  natural  right,  of  law,  and  of 
jullice,  as  their  own  exclufive  pro¬ 
perty,  independent  of  all  treaties 
whatever. 

In  anfwer  to  the  tragical  repre- 
fentations,  by  which  the  degrada¬ 
tion  and  fall  of  Antwerp  from  its 
ancient  iplendor  and  greatneis  were 
charged  entirely  to  Dutch  avarice 
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and  defpotifm,  particularly  in  the 
meafure  of  {hutting  up  the  Schelde, 
it  was  obferved,  that  the  departure 
of  foreign  commerce  from  that  city 
had  originated  from  various  well- 
known  caufes,  many  of  them  ante¬ 
cedent  to,  and  all  of  them  differ¬ 
ing  widely  from,  that  only  one 
which  was  now  affigned.  Antwerp 
had  been  fad  declining  for  more 
than  a  century  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  troubles  and 
wars  of  the  Netherlands.  Com¬ 
merce  had  branched  out  into  other 
channels;  and  Amfferdam,  though 
long  before  conffderable,  had,  with¬ 
in  that  period,  from  its  fuperior  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  other  concurring 
caufes,  rifen  to  be  the  firft  com¬ 
mercial  city  in  Europe.  Antwerp, 
however,  continued  great  and  opu¬ 
lent,  and  notwithftanding  the  Ioffes 
which  it  fuffained  by  its  memorable 
fiege,  would  have  been  hill  confi- 
derable,  if  its  ruin  had  not  been 
completed  by  the  fame  caufes  and 
means  which  defolated  Bruges,  and 
other  great  cities  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands.  The  defpotifm,  cruelty,  and 
religious  perfecution  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  obliged  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers  to  abandon  them  all, 
and  t6  convey  their  commerce  and 
their  arts,  along  with  themfelves, 
to  other  countries.  It  was  obferv¬ 
ed,  as  a  curious  circumftance  with 
refpe£t  to  this  fubjedt,  that  Spain, 
the  fovereign  of  Antwerp,  had  been 
no  lefs  interefled  than  Holland,  in 
the  meafure  of  {hutting  up  the 
Schelde  ;  for  that,  as  the  celebrated 
ffatefman  John  de  Witte  fays  in 
his  Memoirs,  the  greatnefs  and 
opulence  of  that  city  were  not  com¬ 
patible  with  the  views  of  Spanifh 
defpotifm. 

The  real  caufe,  however,  of  the 
States  being  jdruck  with  fuch  ap- 


prehenfion  at  the  demand  of  open* 
ing  the  Schelde,  was  not  on  their 
fide  explicitly  Bated  ;  as  that,  be- 
fides  being  an  acknowledgment  of 
their  fears,  would  have  precifely 
pointed  out  the  objects  of  their  ter¬ 
ror,  and  lhewn  in  what  manner 
their  ruin  could  with  the  greateil 
eafs  be  accomplilhed. 

The  different  branches  of  the 
Schelde  interfered  their  dominions 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  had  {uch  an 
open  communication  with  their  va¬ 
rious  other  waters,  that  their  har¬ 
bours,  docks,  naval  arfenals,  many 
of  their  principal  cities,  and,  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  whole  interior 
of  their  country,  would  lie  open  and 
expofed  to  the  poffeffor  of  the  for¬ 
mer  ;  fo  that  their  very  exiffence 
ever  after  muff  lie  at  the  mercy  of 
fuch  an  inmate  ;  and  they  muff 
fooner  or  later  expedl,  and  ever 
live  under  the  conftant  dreadful  ap- 
preheniion  of  becoming  facrifices 
to  ambition,  revenge,  or  even  ca¬ 
price. 

As  a  certain  degree  of  marine 
force  would,  however,  be  neceffary 
for  the  accompliffiment  of  this  dan¬ 
gerous  purpofe,  and  that  the  em¬ 
peror  pofTeffed  none  at  prefent,  re¬ 
port  and  apprehenhon  ferved  to 
fupply  that  immediate  defebl.  It 
was  given  out,  and  by  many  cre¬ 
dited,  that  as  that  fovereign  and 
Ruflia  had  lately  been  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  playing  into  each  others 
hands,  with  relpeft  to  Turkey,  the 
Crimea,  the  Black  Sea,  and  the 
Danube,  fo  they  were  likewife  now 
in  concert  in  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  Schelde  project ;  and  that  the 
latter  of  thefe  potent  allies  having 
failed  in  all  her  views  of  obtaining 
a  port,  at  any  price,  in  the  Medin 
terranean,  or  ocean,  the  former 
would  accommodate  her  with  the 
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life  of  the  Schelde,  as  a  place  of 
arms,  and  ftation  for  her  navy. 
Such  a  report  and  opinion,  how¬ 
ever  founded,  could  not  but  greatly 
heighten  the  diftrefs  and  appre- 
heniion  of  Holland. 

The  teft  of  war  or  peace  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  emperor,  without 
waiting  the  refult  of  the  negocia- 
tions  at  Bruffels,  or  regarding  the 
mediation  of  France,  was  now  to 
be  put  to  iffue ;  although  the  Hates, 
as  a  proof  of  their  moderation  and 
conciliatory  difpofition,  had  remov¬ 
ed  the  guard-fhip  from  before  Lillo ; 
and  had  even  rejefted  the  propofal 
of  repairing  the  fortifications  of 
Maftricht  (critical  as  the  fituation 
of  that  place  was,  and  much  as  the 
repairs  were  wanted)  left  its  being 
adopted  at  fuch  a  feafon  fhould  have 
given  any  umbrage  to  that  prince. 
The  emperor  had,  however,  pre¬ 
viously  offered  to  remit  the  whole, 
or  moft  of  his  other  pretentions, 
upon  the  condition  of  opening  the 
Schelde  in  that  perfect  manner  which 
he  prefcribed,  fo  as  that  the  naviga¬ 
tion  might  be  entirely  free  and  un¬ 
limited  as  in  the  open  feas,  and 
no  claim  or  exercife  of  fovereignty 
pretended.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
ftates  relaxed  fo  far  in  this  matter, 
as  to  offer  to  permit  of  a  limited 
navigation  on  it,  fubjefl  to  certain 
reftriftions,  and  confined,  as  we 
take  it,  to  his  fubjefls  in  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  only. 

Two  imperial  veffels  had  been 
preparing  for  fome  time  to  make 
the  defined  experiment  upon  the 
conduit  of  the  Dutch  with  refpeil 
to  the  Schelde  ;  it  was  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  they  would  perfe- 
vere,  at  all  events,  in  the  affertion 
of  their  fuppofed  right,  or  whether 
they  would  fink  under  the  well- 
grounded  apprehenfton  of  their  great 


opponent’s  power.  Every  meafure 
was  ufed,  both  at  Bruffels  and  Pa¬ 
ris,  to  induce  the  emperor  to  wave 
this  meafure  of  aecifton,  and  to 
wait  the  refult  of  the  negociations  ; 
but  he  was  determined  in  his 'ob¬ 
ject,  and  confirmed  the  threat  of 
■count  Belgiojofo,  by  declaring,  that 
he  would  confider  the  firft  infult 
offered  to  his  flag  upon  this  occa- 
fion  as  an  ail  of  formal  hoftility, 
and  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part 
of  the  republic. 

The  equipment  and  preparation 
of  thefe  veffels  was  evidently  car¬ 
ried  on  in  a  manner  that  was  in¬ 
tended  to  draw  the  eyes  of  all  Eu¬ 
rope  to  the  tranfa&ion,  and  to  pre¬ 
pare  them  for  the  confequences. 
One  of  thefe  was  to  proceed  down 
the  Schelde,  from  Antwerp  to  the 
fea  ;  and  the  other,  up  the  river 
from  the  fea,  on  its  courfe  from 
Offend  to  that  city*  The  captain 
of  the  former  of  thefe  was  furniftied 
with  written  orders  from  the  em¬ 
peror,  commanding  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  brig  Lewis,  from  Ant¬ 
werp,  along  the  Schelde,  into  the 
fea,  and  exprefsly  forbidding  him 
and  his  crew  from  fubmitting  to 
any  detention,  or  to  any  exami¬ 
nation  whatever,  from  any  of  the 
jfhips  belonging  to  the  republic, 
which  he  might  meet  in  the  river  ; 
and  likewife  forbidding  his  making 
the  leaft  declaration  at  any  of  the 
Dutch  cuftom  -houfes,  or  acknow¬ 
ledging  their  authority  in  any 
manner. 

The  imperial  brig  paffed  Lillo, 
and  fome  other  forts,  without  exa¬ 
mination,  but  getting  in  fight  of  a 
Dutch  cutter,  belonging  to  admiral 
Van  Reyn  ft’s  fquadron,  which  lay 
towards  the  mouth  of  the  river,  a 
boa*  was  fent  on  board  with  an  of¬ 
ficer,  who  was  told  by  the  caotain, 
[H]  2  x  that 
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that  he  was  on  his  pafiage  to  the 
fea,  and  that  his  inflrudions  forbid 
his  holding  any  parley/, whatever 
with  the  officers  or  ffiips  of  the 
United  Provinces.  Upon  the  brig’s 

oa.  8th.  “nii"s  aions  the 

~  Dutch  cutter,  the  captain, 

'  waving  the  imperial  in- 

llrudions  in  his  hand,  refuled  to  give 
any  farther  fatisfadion,  and  perfe- 
vered  in  purfuing  his  courfe  to  fea  ; 
the  commander  of  the  former,  af¬ 
ter  intreaties,  threats,  and  the  firing 
of  a  gun  with  powder  only,  had  all 
failed  of  effed,  in  inducing  him  to 
drop  the  defign,  and  return  to  Ant¬ 
werp  (the  informality  of  palling 
Lillo  without  a  paffport  being  of¬ 
fered  to  be  overlooked)  he  at  length 
fired  a  fhot  with  ball,  which  prov¬ 
ing  equally  fruitless,  he  poured  his 
broadiide  of  feven  guns  into  the 
brig,  which  did  fome  damage  to 
the  vefiel  and  rigging,  but  was  for¬ 
tunately  guiltiefs  of  fpilling  blood. 

The  broadiide  being  followed  by 
a  menace  of  fending  the  imperial 
brig,  to  the  bottom,  if  die  did  not 
immediately  bring  to,  the  captain 
found  it  necefiary  to  comply,  and 
to  call  anchor.  After  various  pro- 
teffs,.  remonilrances,  and  demands 
on  his  fide,  to  purfue  his  voyage, 
with  a  conflant  pofitive  refufal  to 
take  the  vefiel  back  to  Antwerp, 
fie  at  length  quitted  her,  and  a 
Dutch  officer,  with  fome  feamen, 
were  fent  on  board.  All  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  this  tranfadion  were 
magnified  to  the  utmofl  on  the  im- 
perial  fide  ;  and  the  charges  agamfl 
the  Dutch,  of  firing  langrige-fhot 
at  a  defencelefs  vefiel,  and  of  re¬ 
moving  the  buoys,  and  other  water¬ 
marks  on  the  Schelde,  in  order  that 
fhe  might  be  loll;  oq  the  ihoais, 
were,  in  the  highefl  degree  of  co¬ 
louring,  ryp'refented  as  inrUnees  of 
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lingular  cruelty  and  atrocity.  1$ 
would  feem,  indeed,  that  the  cap¬ 
tain  had  a  very  flow  and  preca¬ 
rious  navigation,  as  it  was  on  the 
third  day  from  his  leaving  Ant¬ 
werp,  that  this  event  took  place. 
The  vefiel  from  Offend  was  like- 
wife  flopped  in  her  attempt  to 
pals  up  from  the  fea  ;  the  circum- 
flances  being  in  general  fimilar, 
but  that  no  fhots  were  fired.. 

Every  thing  now  tended  to  an 
immediate  rupture,  fo  far  as  the 
emperor’s  abfence  at  the  time  from 
Vienna,  and  the  great  difiance  of 
his  armies,  did  not  ferve  to  retard 
that  event. 

As  foon  as  the  inffrudions  from 
court  could  be  received,  the  im¬ 
perial  ambafifador  was  recalled  from 
the  Hague,  and  the  negociations  at 
BrufTels  broken  up.  An  army  of 
60,00a  men  was  under  orders,  and 
in  preparation,  for  marching  from 
the  Aufirian  hereditary  dominions 
to  the  Netherlands ;  the  troops  al¬ 
ready  there  amounting  to  about 
16,000.  Great  trains  of  artillery, 
and  all  the  other  apparatus  of  war, 
were  in  motion ;  and  none  that 
know  the  emperor’s  charader  will 
fufped  but  that  he  was  already 
forward  in  preparation  for  an  event, 
which  he  could  not  but  forefee  was 
probable,  and  the  iffue  of  which 
he  had  fo  much  at  heart.  The 
great  difiance  of  his  forces  from  the 
fcene  of  adion  was,  however,  an 
insurmountable  check  to  his  adi- 
vky.  The  different  flates  of  the 
empire,  whole  territories  the  army 
was  to  crofs  in  its  long  march,  were 
applied  to  for  a  confent,  which 
could  not  be  well  refufed,  but  which 
was  in  general  unwillingly  granted. 
The  countries  belonging  to  the  king 
of  Pruffia  were  of  neceffity  held 
iacred  upon  this  occafion.  Nor  was 

the 
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the  emperor  fatisfied  with  the  bare 
p adage  of  his  troops  through  their 
dominions  ;  he  called  likewife  upon 
the  dates  of  the  empire  to  furnifh 
their  refpeftive  quotas  of  troops 
towards  the  fupport  of  a  war,  which, 
from  the  late  affair  on  the  Schelde, 
he  wiffied  to  be  confidered  as  en¬ 
tirely  defenfive  on  his  fide. 

Nor  was  the  republic  by  any 
means  infenfible  to  her  danger,  nor 
negligent  in  providing  all  poffible 
means  for  the  moil  obilinate  de¬ 
fence.  In  fpite  of  her  unhappy  in¬ 
ternal  divifions,  her  ancient  cou¬ 
rage  and  refoiution  feemed  to  re¬ 
vive.  Though  flie  evidently  dread¬ 
ed  the  arduous  and  unequal  conteft, 
and  was  willing  to  make  many  fa- 
orifices  to  avoid  it,  yet  fhe  feemed 
determined  rather  to  hazard  all 
tilings,  and  even  to  perifh  in  the 
encounter,  than  to  fubmit  willing¬ 
ly  to  a  condition  with  which  her 
ruin  was  infeparably  involved. 
Agents  were  employed  all  over 
Germany,  that  nurle  of  war,  and 
inexhaullible  breeder  of  armies, 
who  were  indefatigable  in  their  ex¬ 
ertions  for  hiring  troops  from  thofe 
princes  who  make  it  a  cuitom  to 
barter  mankind  for  money.  The 
exertions  were  no  lefs  confiderable 
at  home,  in  recruiting  the  troops, 
ftrengtheniug  the  frontiers,  and 
putting  the  polls  and  garrifons  in 
the  bell  poflure  of  defence.  As 
the  appearances  of  things  became 
more  alarming,  and  the  danger 
feemed  fall  approaching,  they  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  worll  that  might  hap¬ 
pen  ;  being  determined  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  lall  defperate  refuges 
of  defence  which  the  nature  of  their 
country  peculiarly  afforded.  In  this 
determination,  they  were  in  readi¬ 
ngs  for  laying  the  flat  and  expofed 
countries  under  water ;  and  as  the 


lafl  refort,  took  meafures  for  fud- 
denly  arming  the  peafants,  whole 
fierce  nature  and  charadleriftic  ob~ 
flinacy,  when  operated  upon  in  the 
defence  of  their  native  dykes,  would 
undoubtedly  have  afforded  fpedlacles 
of  unufual  animolity  and  horror. 
Among  the  exertions  of  public  fpi- 
rit  difplayed  by  individuals,  in  this 
feafon  of  common  danger,  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  burgomafters  of  Zea¬ 
land  fubferibed  a  large  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  railing  of  2,000  light 
troops,  who  were  to  bear,  in  the 
front  of  their  caps,  the  arms  of  the 
province,  with  an  infeription,  “  pul~ 
chra  pro  libertate ,”  for  fair  liberty. 
Such  a  fpirit  would  produce  great 
effedls  in  a  defenfive  war,  where 
the  peculiar  fltuation  of  the  country 
would  enable  every  man  to  perform 
in  fome  degree  the  fervice  of  a  fol- 
dier.  T'lie  univerfity  of  Leyden 
took  meafures  for  railing  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  1,260  men  at  their  own 
expence,  and  fimilar  exertions  were 
general. 

As  if  it  had  been  doomed  that 
Holland  Ihould  at  this  period  be 
under  a  necelfity  of  looking  to 
France  for  every  thing,  fo  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick 
from  their  fervice  obliged  the  flates 
to  apply  to  that  court  for  a  general, 
whole  abilities  and  experience  might 
enable  him  to  condufl  their  arms 
with  effect,  in  a  war  of  fo  much 
difficulty  and  danger  as  that  now 
expedled.  The  count  de  Maillebois, 
an  officer  of  undoubted  talents  and 
abilities,  who  had  feen  much  fer¬ 
vice  in  the  wars  of  Lewis  XV.  and 
who  had  been  rendered  peculiarly 
remarkable  by  the  violent  breach 
which  took  place  between  him  and  the 
marffial  d’Eftrees,  in  the  lafl  Ger¬ 
man  war,  relative  to  feme  tranfac- 
tions  at  the  battle  of  Hailenbeck, 
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3 n  the  year  1757,  was  deputed  to 
this  fervice  by  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles,  and  appointed  commander 
in  chief  of  the  Dutch  forces  by  the 
ftates.  This,  however,  was  not 
actually  carried  into  effeft  until  the 
beginning  of  the  enfuing  year. 

In  the  mean  time,  nothing  was 
left  untried,  either  by  the  hates,  or 
by  the  court  of  Verfailles,  in  their 
endeavours  to  divert  the  approach¬ 
ing  ftorm.  The  former  denied 
that  the  affair  which  palled  on  the 
Schelde  could  afford  any  juft  ground 
for  the  refentment  exprelied  by  the 
emperor,  in  recalling  baron  Reif- 
chach,  in  fuddenly  breaking  up  the 
negociations,  and  the  various  mea- 
fures  tending  to  violence  and  hofti- 

o 

lity  which  he  had  fmce  adopted  ; 
much  lefs  could  it  be  confidered, 
in  the  light  that  was  reprefented, 
as  a  commencement  of  hoftility  and 
war.  The  ftates  had  no  difpoft- 
tion  to  any  act  of  hoftility  or  ag- 
snreffion  whatever  againft  the  em- 
peror,  nor  were  they  ftill  fiefs 
peaceably  inclined  ;  but  they  were 
bound,  by  all  the  laws  of  nature,  of 
nations,  of  juftice,  and  of  reafon, 
not  to  permit  a  violation  of  their 
deareft  and  moft  incontrovertible 
rights.  That  though  the  meafure 
in  queftion  was  thus  in  every  fenfe 
juftmable,  and  being  warranted  by 
the  e;  ample  of  all  other  nations  in 
ftmilar  circumftances,  could  require 
neither  apology  nor  explanation, 
yet  fo  ftrong  were  the  conciliatory 
difpofttions  of  the  ,  ftates,  and  fo 
great  their  condefcenfion  and  defire 
of  living  in  harmony  with  the  em¬ 
peror,  that  they  had  difpatched 
counter  orders  to  their  comman¬ 
ders  on  the  Schelde,  reftridling  them 
from  proceeding  to  violence  ;  and 
directing,  that  if  fair  means  could 
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not  prevail,  they  Ihould  let  the  vef- 
fels  for  that  time  -pafs  ;  and  that 
thefe  difpatches  arrived  within  two 
hours  after  the  affair  had  happened. 
That  they  had  befides  previoufly 
declared  at  Brulfels,  that  they  could 
by  no  means  be  anfwerable  for  the 
confequences,  nor  hold  themfelves 
in  any  degree  accountable  for  them, 
if  fuch  an  attempt  was  made. 
While  the  meafure  was,  on  the 
other  fide,  rendered  ftill  the  more 
unjuftifiable,  from  its  being  under¬ 
taken  in  the  midft  of  a  negociation 
for  an  amicable  conclufion  of  all 
differences. 

The  court  of  Verfailles  began 
now  to  expoftulate  ferioufly  with 
the  emperor  upon  this  fubjefl.  It 
was  oblerved,  in  a  memorial  pre- 
fented  upon  this  occafion,  that  the 
fincere  friendfhip  which  attached 
the  king  to  the  emperor.  Combin¬ 
ing  with  his  willies  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  public  tranquillity, 
rendered  it  a  duty  on  him  to  come 
to  an  explanation  with  refpefl  to  the 
prefent  differences.  That  while,  at 
the  felicitation  of  both  parties,  he 
had  employed  his  good  offices  to 
bring  about  a  reconciliation,  he 
had  carefully  abftained  from  giving 
any  opinion  on  the  foundation  of 
the  emperor’s  *  firft  pretentions  ;  a 
filence,  the  obfervation  of  which  he 
ftill  prefcribed  to  himfelf  ;  but  his 
concern  for  the  glory  of  the  empe¬ 
ror  authorized  him  to  obferve,  that 
his  firft  pretenfions,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  for  opening  the  Schelde,  could 
not  be  confidered  under  the  fame 
point  of  view.  That  the  Dutch, 
in  refufing  a  compliance  with  that 
demand,  only  fupported  a  right 
which  was  fecured  to  them  by  fo¬ 
ie  mn  treaty,  and  which  they  look¬ 
ed  upon  as  the  bafts  of  their  pro- 
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fperity,  and  even  existence.  It 
feemed  to  be  inferred  from  this 
reafoning,  without  an  abfolute  de¬ 
cision  in  terms,  that  the  affair  on 
the  Schelde  by  no  means  warranted 
the  breaking  off  the  negociations, 
any  more  than  the  fubfequent  pro¬ 
ceedings  ;  and  if  the  claim  itfelf  was 
not  absolutely  condemned,  it  was 
.considered  as  having  nothing  to  do 
with  the  bufinefs  at  Bruffels  ;  from 
all  which  a  refumption  of  the  nego¬ 
ciations  was  Strongly  recommended, 
and  even  preffed. 

The  memorial  then  Slated,  that 
by  purfuing  an  oppofite  conduct, 
it  was  to  be  apprehended,  that  the 
emperor  would  excite  a  general  un- 
eafinefs,  and  that  other  powers  would 
think  themfelves  obliged  to  take 
fuch  precautions  and  meafures  as 
circumstances  and  events  might  re¬ 
quire-  That  the  king  himfelf  mu  Si, 
in  that  cafe,  be  under  the  neceffity 
of  affembling  troops  on  his  fron¬ 
tiers.  That  he  could  not  by  any 
means  be  indifferent  to  the  fate  of 
the  United  Provinces,  nor  fee  them 
attacked  by  open  force  in  their 
rights  and  poffeSlions ;  more  efpe- 
cially  at  the  prefent  time,  when  he 
was  on  the  point  of  concluding  an 
alliance  with  the  republic,  the  fun¬ 
damental  articles  of  which  had  been 
agreed  on  before  thefe  differences 
commenced.  That  if,  moved  by 
confiderations  of  fuch  great  import 
tance,  the  emperor  can  be  induced  to 
fufpend  alir  marks  of  hostility,  and 
lilten  to  the  voice  of  moderation 
and  humanity,  the  king  renews  the 
offer  of  his  mediation  to  procure 
an  equitable  and  fuitable  accom¬ 
modation,  which  he  will  the  more 
zealoufly  endeavour,  as  in  fo  doing 
he  Shall  obey  the  dictates  of  his  per- 
fonal  fentiments  with  regard  to  the 


emperor,  and  he  will  thereby  have 
the  fatisfadtion  to  concur  in  extin¬ 
guishing,  in  its  firil:  feeds,  a  war, 
the  conS'equences  of  which  cannot 
be  calculated. 

In  the  mean  time,  affairs  feemed 
approaching  fall  to  the  laSt  extre¬ 
mity  on  the  borders  of  Holland  and 
the  Netherlands.  Whether  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  any  motions  made  by 
the  imperial  troops,  or  from  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  fome  intended  furprize, 
we  are  not  informed  ;  but  fome  time 
previous  to  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
the  Slates  thought  it  neceffary  to 
have  recourfe  to  that  fad  meafure 
of  feeurity,  of  laying  part  of  the 
country  under  water.  A 
dyke  was  broken  near 

1  ”  4*  Lillo  in  the  night,  by 
which  means  the  adjacent  mixed 
territories  on  both  Sides,  to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent,  were  immediately 
overflowed.  Much  damage  was  un¬ 
avoidably  done  \  and  it  was  faid, 
that  a  number  of  perfons,  to  the 
amount  of  about  fifty,  periShed 
through  the  fuddennefs  of  the  in¬ 
undation.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  break  another  dyke,  at  fome 
diftance,  on  the  fame  night,  but 
was  prevented  from  taking  place 
through  the  timely  intervention  of 
the  Auftrian  troops.  This  meafure 
fpread  a  general  alarm  through  the 
Austrian  borders  ;  Oilend  began 
haftily  to  throw  up  defences  ;  all 
commerce  between  the  two  States 
was  Slopped  ;  and  nothing  but  at¬ 
tack  and  furprize  was  thought  of, 
and  prepared  for,  in  the  advanced 
places  on  both  fides.  All  the  troops 
in  Austrian  Flanders  were  in  mo¬ 
tion  ;  every  preparation  for  im¬ 
mediate  war  making  ;  engineers 
and  other  officers  continually  ar¬ 
riving  from  Vienna  at  Bruffels ;  an  A 
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the  emperor  himfelf  expelled  fpee- 
dily.  Other  Unices  were,  about 
the  fame  time,  opened  on  the  fide 
of  Utrecht,  and  a  confiderable  trad 
of  country  overflowed. 

The  expoftulations  and  remon- 
ftrances  of  France  were  not  capa¬ 
ble  of  fubduing  the  inflexibility  of 
the  emperor  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
Schelde.  He  was  willing  to  accept 
the  mediation  of  that  power  upon 
all  other  points  of  difference,  and 
accordingly  to  confent  to  the  re¬ 
newal  of  the  negotiations  limited 
to  thole  objects  ;  but  the  free  na¬ 
vigation  of  that  river  he  confldered 
as  fo  incontrovertible  a  right,  that 
at  was  not  to  be  fubjefted  to  any 
diicufllon  whatever.  In  the  mean 
time  he  was  indefatigable  in  his 
preparations  for  war,  and  the 
Netherlands  were  gradually  Ailing 
•with  troops,  which  arrived  by 
quick  marches  and  in  (mail  bodies, 
while  the  movements  of  the  grand 
army  were  of  neceffity  flow,  through 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  fubflf- 
tence  on  the  way  for  fuch  numbers, 
along  with  the  numerous  artillery, 
and  various  other  incumbrances 
by  which  they  were  retarded.  The 
extreme  feverity  of  the  winter 
was  kkewife  a  great  impediment 
to  the  advance  of  the  imperial 
armies,  and  confequently  a  clrcum- 
ftance  very  favourable  to  Holland. 
While  military  affairs  were  thus 
fufpended,  the  emperor  fhewed  his 
ulual  diligence  with  refpect  to  other 
matters.  He  particularly  ufed  his 
vi  t  mo  ft  endeavours  to  prevent  the 
German  princes  from  hiring  troops 
to  the  Dutch,  to  prevent  their  re¬ 
cruiting  in  the  empire,  and  their 
obtaining  a  paflage  through  the 
territories  of  the  feveral  ftates  for 
fuch  forces  or  recruits  as  they  might 


notwithstanding  raife.  It  was  faid 
that  the  language  ufed  upon  fome 
of  thefe  occaftons  was  in  a  higher 
tone  than  was  perfe&ly  pleafmg. 
It  was  likewife  faid,  that  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  court  of  London  to 
know  what  part  Great  Britain  would 
take  in  the  war. 

That  fovereign  feemed  fo  abfo- 
lutely  and  inflexibly  fixed  in  all 
his  determinations  upon  the  fub- 
jed  of  the  Schelde,  that  it  carried 
the  appearance  even  of  approach¬ 
ing  to  obftinacy.  It  was  reported, 
and  we  only  give  it  as  fuch,  that 
a  great  majority  of  his  generals 
having  expreffed  their  opinions 
ftrongly  againft  the  war,  on  account 
of  its  nature,  difficulties,  and  pro¬ 
bable  confequences,  he  fhewed  the 
utrnoft  diftatisfadion  upon  the  oc- 
caflon,  and  without  departing  in 
the  leaft  from  his  own  determi¬ 
nation,  gave  the  warms  ft  appro¬ 
bation  to  the  Angle  voice,  which 
endeavouring  to  obviate  thefe  diffi¬ 
culties  and  apprehenfions,  would 
encourage  its  profecution. 

While  all  Europe  contemplated 
this  new  and  unexpected  conteft, 
and  feveral  of  its  powers  feemed 
little  difpofed  to  approve  of  its 
caufe  or  principle,  Ruilia,  who 
had  fo  lately  feduced  Holland  to  en- 
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ter  into  the  views  of  her  naval 
ambition,  by  leading  the  ftates 
into  the  fcheme  of  the  t<:  Armed 
Neutrality,”  (to  which  all  their 
fubfequent  misfortunes  and  prefent 
dangers  might,  with  no  fmall  juf- 
tice,  be  attributed)  now  took  a  de¬ 
cided  part  againft  the  republic, 
in  a  bufmefs  with  which  lire  feemed 
to  have  very  little  concern.  At  the 
fame  time  that  (he  affeCted  or  aflum- 
ed  the  office  of  being  a  mediator, 
fhe  held  out  to  the  world  her  fixed 

determination 
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determination  in  fupport  of  the  em¬ 
peror’s  claims,  and  an  utter  con¬ 
demnation  of  the  conduct  of  Hol¬ 
land  in  refufing  to  comply  with 
them.  It  was  likewife  known  or 
believed,  whether  publicly  declar¬ 
ed  or  not,  that  die  was  engaged 
to  fupport  him  with  all  her  fortes, 
in  cafe  the  interference  of  any  other 
power  in  favour  of  the  republic 
fhould  render  her  intervention  ne- 
ceffary. 

The  red  of  Europe  was  not, 
however,  at  this  time  difpofed  to 
fuffer  the  republic  to  become  a 
facriff ce  to  the  views  and  ambition 
of  thefe  two  great  powers.  The 
part  which  the  Pruffian  monarch 
mud  neceffarily  have  taken  in  fuch 
an  attempt  was  diffidently  obvious ; 
and  that  which  would  be  purfued  by 
France  became  now  not  lefs  appa¬ 
rent.  The  two  crowns  were  evi¬ 
dently  united  in  opinion  upon  this 
fubjeCt  ;  and  the  long  vidt  which 
the  celebrated  Prince  Henry  of 
Pruffia  paid  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  was  attributed  entirely  to  it  : 
many  fuppodng  that  plans  were  then 
formed  for  their  future  conduit  and 
mutual  operation,  fhould  affairs  be 
carried  to  the  lad  extremities.  The 
Northern  crowns,  or  at  lead  one  of 
them,  feemed  to  catch  the  alarm  ; 
and  fuch  naval  and  military  move¬ 
ments  and  arrangements  took  place 
in  Sweden,  as  occafloned  the  demand 
of  an  explanation  from  the  court 
of  Peterfbufgh.  Even  the  Porte, 
upon  this  occafion,  feemed  to  fhake 
off  its  native  indolence,  and  to  pay 
an  unufual  attention  to  the  date 
of  European  politics,  fb  that  it  was 
generally  unde/dood  from  their 
afpefft  and  movements,  that  the 
Ottomans  were  refolved  not  to 
jnifs  fo  favourable  an  opportunity 


as  might  now  poffibly  be  offered 
for  returning  the  recent  obliga¬ 
tions  which  they  owed  to  the  em¬ 
peror. 

In  fad,  the  private  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  between  that  prince  and 
Ruffia  in  1782,  the  objeCts  of  which 
were  kept  a  fecret  from  their  near¬ 
ed  friends  and  allies,  although  par¬ 
ticularly  and  immediately  alarm¬ 
ing  to  the  Porte,  did  not  fail  to 
give  much  umbrage  to  others  of 
their  neighbours.  The  continual 
fchemes  for  the  aggrandizement  of 
the  houfe  of  Audria,  which  had  been, 
purfued,  or  in  fome  degree  adopted 
by  the  emperor,  and  which  feemed 
to  keep  his  mind  in  condant  adion; 
the  concurrence,  which  upon  every 
occafion,  they  received  from  his 
great  ally  ;  with  the  vad  ambition 
and  dangerous  defigns  attributed  to 
both,  ferved,  all  together,  to  in- 
creafe  this  jealou fy  to  a  very  high 
degree,  and  to  extend  it  to  no  fmall 
number  of  the  European  princes 
and  dates.  It  was  fuppofed  that 
the  ruin  of  Holland  would  be  only 
the  prelude  to  other  pretendons, 
which  might  be  extended  on  every 
fide,  while  the  fuccefs  in  each 
would  ferve  as  an  encouragement 
to  farther  attempts  at  forming  new 
arrangements  of  power,  and  new 
partitions  of  dominion.  The  fate 
of  Poland  could  not  be  forgotten 
in  fuch  a  courfe  of  condderation  ; 
and  the  reflection  might  now  come 
home  to  thofe,  who,  thinking  them- 
felves  out  of  danger,  had  paid  no 
regard  at  the  time  to  the  fire  which 
was  conjuming  their  neighbours 
houfe . 

It  feemed  therefore  neceffary, 
that  fome  meafure  of  union  fhould 
be  adopted  by  the  central  and 
wcdern  powers  of  Europe,  in  order 
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to  counterbalance  this  great  North¬ 
ern  confederacy,  and  to  obviate  its 
fufpeXed  defigns,  and  apprehended 
effeXs.  And  if  fuch  a  meafurewere 
to  take  place,  France  feemed  calcu¬ 
lated,  from  her  fituation,  power, 
interefi  in  the  quefiion,  and  other 
circumfianees,  to  be  the  proper,  if 
not  natural,  head  or  centre  of  fuch 
an  union. 

Indeed,  independent  of  that  con¬ 
federacy,  and  of  her  new  and  grow¬ 
ing  connexions  with  Holland,  F ranee 
could  not,  upon  any  right  principles 
of  policy,  behold  the  ruin  of  her 
fafe  and  inoffenfive  neighbour  the 
republic,  and  the  confequent  ag¬ 
grandizement  of  the  emperor  upon 
jber  ruins,  with  the  vaft  and  dan¬ 
gerous  addition  which  it  would  have 
made  to  his  power  on  that  fide. 
Thefe  conliderations  feem  to  have 
Weighed  with  the  court  as  well  as 
with  the  nation  ;  although  the  ties 
of  affinity  between  the  two  mo- 
narchs  induced  the  former  to  ufe 
the  moil  conciliatory  meafures,  and 
to  endeavour,  fo  far  as  it  could  be 
done  confidently  with  reafon  and 
policy,  to  avoid  proceeding  to  ex¬ 
tremities  ;  but  iliewing  a  full  de¬ 
termination  as  to  the  part  which 
they  would  take,  if  the  emperor’s 
©bffinacy  fhould  render  that  iffue 
unavoidable.  The  meafures  pur- 
fued  were  accordingly  in  exaX  con¬ 
formity  to  this  mode  of  thinking, 
and  intention  of  aXing.  Above 
half  the  Handing  forces  of  France 
had  been  early,  but  by  degrees,  and 
with  little  noife  or  bullle,  thrown 
into  quarters  upon  the  borders  of 
Alfaac,  Lorrain,  and  the  Low 
Countries ;  and  as  things  feemed 
to  ripen  to  an  iiTue,  and  that  ap¬ 
pearances  became  more  hoftile  on 
the  other  fide,  orders  were  given. 


and  meafures  taken,  to  prepare  for 
forming  in  the  enfuing  fummer  two 
camps  in  Flanders ;  one  of  them 
of  80,000  men,  in  the  celebrated 
plains  of  Lens,  which  had  been 
rendered  memorable  by  one  of  the 
great  Conde’s  fplendid  viXories. 

The  nation  in  general,  and  pro¬ 
bably  fome  of  the  minifiers,  wifhed 
for  nothing  more  than  a  war,  upon 
the  fair  ground  which  the  prefent 
Hate  of  things  offered.  This  did 
not  merely  proceed  from  the  refi- 
lefs  temper  or  military  difpofition 
of  that  people,  but  from  the  great 
and  tempting  national  cbjeX  of  an¬ 
nexing  the  Auflrian  Low  Countries 
to  their  monarchy  ;  an  acquifition 
which  was  confidered  as  certain  in 
cafe  of  a  war.  France  had  already 
fuch  a  foretafle  of  the  fweets  which 
were  to  be  derived  from  thofe  rich 
and  fertile  provinces,  as  was  fuffi- 
cient  not  only  to  provoke  her  ap¬ 
petite,  but  to  excite  a  conHant 
yearning  for  their  permanent  pof- 
feffion.  During  the  time  that  fhe 
had  held  the  Netherlands,  in  the 
war  of  1744,  Hie  had  drawn,  by  taxes 
and  contributions,  from  thofe  pro¬ 
vinces,  above  two  millions  flerling  a 
year.  It  is  not  then  to  be  wondered 
at  that  fhe  fhould  caH  a  wifhfu! 
eye  at  fo  fair  and  tempting  an  ob- 
jeX,  which  was  juft  within  her 
grafp  ;  and  which  nature,  fituation, 
and  at  this  particular  time  a  train 
of  extraordinary  and  unexpeXed 
concurrent  eircumftanees,  feemed  to 
defiine  to  her  poffeffion. 

The  refined  policy  of  Hatefmen, 
as  well  as  the  fchemes  of  private 
men,  will  fometimes  produce  ef- 
feXs  direXly  contrary  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  framers.  The  union 
between  the  maritime  powers,  their 
profperity,  Hrength,  and  alliance 

with 


HISTORY  O 

with  the  court  of  Vienna,  afforded 
the  only  lading  and  folid  fecurities 
which  the  houfe  of  Auitria  could 
have  for  retaining  her  pofTeffions  in 
the  Netherlands.  The  rupture  be¬ 
tween  England  and  Holland,  the 
change  of  political  fydem  in  the 
latter,  the  Ioffes  fudained  by  both 
in  the  late  ruinous  war,  and  the 
confequent  weaknefs  which  they 
produced,  all  tended  in  their  feve- 
ral  degrees  to  weaken  thefe  fecu¬ 
rities.  By  the  advantage  which  the 
emperor  took  of  the  didrefs  and 
danger  of  ffolltnd,  in  the  dedruc- 
tion  of  the  barrier,  they  were  totally 
diffolred  and  done  away  ;  by  that 
aft  he  irremediably  cut  off  every 
fhadow  of  fecurity  from  his  own  te¬ 
nure,  which  mud  ever  after  be  held 
at  the  mercy  of  France;  and  he 
thereby  likewife  compelled  the  re¬ 
public  totfyrow  herfelf  entirely,  and 
without  relerye,  into  the  arms  of 
that  power,  than  which  there  could 
be  nothing  more  directly  contrary 
to  his  real  intereds.  By  his  dill 

*  J 

purfuing  the  blow  farther  againd 
the  republic,  and  aiming  it  now  at 
her  very  vitals,  he  was  forcing  and 
precipitating  France  into  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  a  defign,  which  fhe  had 
ever  at  heart,  but  which  the  ties 
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between  the  two  fovereigns  might 
probably  have  prevented  during  their 
refpeftive  lives.  For,  notwithdand- 
ing  the  great  power  of  the  emperor, 
the  vadnefs  of  his  military  force, 
and  the  undoubted  excellency  of 
his  armies,  they  lay  at  too  great  a 
didance  from  the  feene  of  aftion, 
and  France  lies  too  much  in  their 
way,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  a 
war  upon  any  degree  of  equality 
againd  that  power  in  the  Low 
Countries ;  even  fuppofmg  Holland 
to  be  entirely  out  of  the  quedion,  or 
to  be  confidered  only  as  a  cypher. 
His  armies  mud  pafs,  in  feparate 
and  far-divided  columns,  fatigued 
and  worn  down  by  the  length  and 
difficulties  of  their  march,  along 
200  miles  of  the  French  frontier, 
and  liable  at  every  dep  to  be  cut 
off,  before  they  could  reach  the  ob- 
jeft  of  their  dedination  ;  while  the 
provinces  in  contention,  being  en¬ 
tirely  defencelefs,  and  embraced  on 
every  fide  by  France  with  the 
dronged  holds  in  the  world,  would 
be  overrun  and  poffeiTed  by  her 
troops  in  a  week. 

Such  was  the  doubtful  and  criti¬ 
cal  date  of  public  affairs  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1784,. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Unexpected  fource  of  jealoufy  and  difcord  opened  in  Germany .  Scheme  for 

the  exchange  of  Bavaria  for  the  Aufrian  Netherlands .  Seafon  ill  chofen 
for  fuch  a  meafure.  Emprefs  of  Buff  a  writes  to  the  Prince  of  Deux  Ponts 
upon  the  fubjeCt  ;  who  peremptorily  refufes  a  compliance ,  and  acquaints 
the  court  of  Berlin  with  the  propofal.  King  of  P  ruff  a  remonf  rates  with 
the  court  of  Peter  fur gh  on  the  fubjeCl  ;  Emprefs' s  anfwer.  Conduct  of 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Munich.  States  of  Bavaria  alarsned.  Satisfac¬ 
tion  given  by  the  elector  not  deemed  fuffciently  explicit .  Great  dijfatisfac - 
tion  excited  in  Hungary  by  the  late  fchemes  of  reform.  Rebellion  of  the 
peafants  in  the  mountainous  borders  of  Tranfylvania  and  Walachia.  Sa¬ 
vage  cruelties  committed  on  the  nobility.  Peafants  defeoAed,  reduced ,  and 
Moriah,  their  mock  king ,  publicly  executed.  Vigilance  of  the  Pruffan 
monarchy  and  efficacious  meajures  purjued  by  him,  for  preventing  any  in¬ 
novation  in  the  Germanic  conjiitution  and  fyfiem  of  policy.  Treaty  of 
union  and  confederation ,  for  maintaining  the  indivifbility  of  the  empire , 
and  the  rights  of  the  Germanic  body  y  in  general  and  particular ,  fgned  at 
Berlin  on  the  23d  of  July  1785  ;  the  principal  parties  being  the  King  of 
P ruff a,  the  elector  of  Brunfwick  Lunenburgh,  and  the  deElor  of  Saxony. 
Meajures  purfued  by  the  court  of  Vienna  to  prevent  or  to  counteract  the  nevj 
league  prove  ineffective.  King  of  P ruff a' s  expoftion  of  the  caufes  and 
motives  vihich  led  to  the  neve  German  confederation,  generally  approved  by 
the  neighbouring  powers.  The  appearances  of  immediate  war  in  Germany 
feem  to  be  fuperj'cded  by  a  more  moderate  difpoftion ,  and  the  quefions  upon 
the  exchange  of  Bavaria  are  fuffered  to  die  away  without  farther  expla¬ 
nation  or  difeuffon.  The  form  of  war  being  diverted  from  the  hove  Coun¬ 
tries 3  by  the  great  importance  of  the  political  quefions  which  unexpectedly 
mrofe  and  vs  ere  agitated  in  Germany ,  the  republic  of  Holland  thereby  gained 
time  to  provide  the  more  effectually  for  the  worf  that  might  happen ,  as 
well  as  for  endeavouring  to  ward  off  the  evil  entirely  by  an  accommoda¬ 
tion.  Negociations  refumed  at  Paris,  under  the  aufpices  of  M.  de  V er- 
gennes.  Dutch  deputies  received  at  Vienna  by  the  emperor.  Speech  and 
anfwer.  Defniiive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  emperor  and  the  republic 
bf  Holland  concluded  under  the  mediation  and  guarantee  of  France.  Prin¬ 
cipal  fipulations  of  the  treaty.  Treaty  of  alliance  and  friendfhip  between 
France  and  Holland,  finally  ratified  on  the  25  th  of  December  1785.  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Spanifh  expedition  againf  Algiers  in  the  year  1784  ;  and  the 
caufes  which  prevented  its  infertion  in  the  bufinejs  of  that  year. 

fT  was  in  the  height  of  the  and  difcord  in  Germany.  What 
conteft  about  the  Schelde,  when  rendered  this  new  buiinefs  entirely 
the  public  attention  was  fully  en-  unaccountable  was,  that  it  not  only 
grofied,  and  the  emperor’s  mind  feemed  in  its  nature,  principle,  and 
fuppofed  to  be  entirely  occupied  defign,  to  run  diredtly  counter  to  all 
by  that  momentous  fubjeft,  that  the  meafures  which  that  prince  had 
the  world  was  aflo'nidied  by  the'  hitherto  purfued,  and  was  itill,  with 
opening  of  a  new  fource  of  jealoufy  no  lefs  apparent  eagernefs  and  de¬ 
termination 
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termination  purfuing,  with  refpeft 
to  Holland  and  the  Schelde,  but  at 
once  fhut  out  all  the  avowed  and 
imputed  views,  from  which  the  con- 
teil  was  fuppofed  to  originate. 

This  new  fubjeri:  of  alarm  and 
contention  was  no  lefs,  than  the 
propofed  or  fuppofed  exchange  of 
an  antient  and  great  electorate  in 
the  heart  of  Germany,  for  the  Au- 
llrian  Netherlands  ;  thofe  very  Ne¬ 
therlands  upon  whofe  account  the 
emperor  feemed  at  the  time  on  the 
point  of  encountering  all  the  hazards 
of  a  war,  whofe  confequences  (as 
had  been  well  obferved,  and  ftrong- 
ly  urged  by  the  court  ofVerfailles) 
could  not  be  calculated. 

We  have  formerly  given  a  full 
account  of  the  immediate  mealures 
purfued  by  the  court  of  Vienna  up¬ 
on  the  death  of  the  late  elector  of 
Bavaria,  to  feize  and  annex  to  the 
Auftrian  dominion  a  great  part  of 
that  ele&orate  ;  together  with  thofe 
loofe  and  undefined  claims  then  laid 
and  kept  open  with  refped  to  the 
remainder,  which  feemed  evidently 
calculated,  when  the  proper  feafon 
arrived,  to  be  extended  to  and  to 
embrace  the  whole  of  that  extenfive 
dominion  *.  The  Pruffian  monarch 
became,  upon  that  great  and  vary 
critical  occahon,  the  diftinguilhed 
and  fuccefsful  guardian  and  pro¬ 
testor  of  the  rights  of  the  German 
princes,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
Germanic  body  in  general.  The 
war  which  he  then  undertook, 
though  not  illuminated  by  thofe 
dazzling  adions  which  captivate 
the  imagination,  yet  confidered  in 
its  motives,  with  the  difinterefted- 
nefs  which  marked  his  whole  con¬ 
duct,  through  the  progrefs  and  con- 
clufion  of  the  conteft,  may  poffibly 
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ferve  to  crown  him  with  more  un¬ 
fading  laurels,  than  the  moil  fplen- 
did  ato,  and  the  moll  glorious 
victories  of  his  youth.  The  peace 
concluded  at  Tefchen,  on  the  13th 
of  May  1779  +,  effetoally  an¬ 
nulled  the  claims  and  pretenfions 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auiiria  upon  the 
dominions  of  Bavaria,  that  it  might 
be  fuppofed  to  have  cut  off  the  pof- 
fibility  of  any  future  difculfion  or 
conteft  upon  that  fubjeSt. 

But  though  the  necefhty  of  appa¬ 
rently  relinquifhing  the  defign  was 
then  predominant,  yet  the  objedt 
prefented  fo  irrefiftible  a  tempta¬ 
tion,  that  the  defire  of  its  acquifi- 
tion  could  not  be  foregone.  And 
as  the  fame  great  obftacles  ftil-1  re¬ 
mained  to  the  obtaining  of  it  by 
force,  other  means  were  to  be  tried* 
and  meafures  of  another  nature  pur¬ 
fued. 

Ambition  and  vanity  feldom 
grow  old,  and  the  lure  of  a  crown 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  fuccefs- 
fully  held  out  to  the  eletor  pala¬ 
tine,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  an 
exchange  of  the  Dutchy  of  Bavaria* 
including  all  thofe  appendages 
which  were  left  and  confirmed  to 
it  by  the  treaty  of  Tefchen,  for  the 
Aultrian  Netherlands,  which  were 
to  be  conflituted  a  kingdom,  under 
the  revived  denomination  of  Auf- 
tfafia.  Nothing  could  certainly 
have  been  more  advantageous  to 
the  houfe  of  Auliria,  or  more  con- 
fonant  to  its  views  of  fupreme 
greatnefs,  than  this  exchange.  For* 
exclufive  of  the  precarious  tenure 
by  which  the  Low  Countries  were 
held,  and  which  was  now  perhaps 
more  fenfibly  felt  than  at  any 
former  time,  the  acceffion  of  fo 
large  and  considerably  a  country 


*  See  Ann.  Regifter,  vol.  xxi.  for  the  year  1778.  Kift,  Article,  p.  1  to  3  5. 

■f  See  Ann.  Regifter,  vol.  xxiii.  Hift.  Art,  p.  5= 
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as  Bavaria,  rendered  dill  more  im¬ 
portant  by  its  peculiar  fituation, 
befides  rounding  and  completing 
the  Aufirian  dominions,  would 
have  confolidated  fuch  a  great  and 
compared  body  of  power,  as  no¬ 
thing  afterwards  in  the  empire, 
confidering  the  divifion  and  general 
weaknefs  of  its  dates,  could  be  fup- 
pofed  able  in  any  degree  to  coun¬ 
terpoize. 

On  the  other  hand  it  would  feem, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  paffion  of 
filling  a  throne,  for  however  Ihort 
a  time,  and  the  empty  gratifica¬ 
tion  of  leaving  a  name  enrolled  in 
the  mouldering  catalogues  of  for¬ 
gotten  kings,  could  have  induced 
the  elector,  at  his  time  of  life,  and 
without  children,  to  enter  into  a 
meafure  fo  difagreeable  to  his  fub- 
jeCts,  fo  dangerous  to  his  co-eftates 
of  the  empire,  and  fo  unjud  to  his 
apparent  heirs  and  prefumptive  fuc- 
ceflors,  as  the  dominion  \khich  he 
was  to  obtain  bore  no  adequate  pro¬ 
portion  in  the  great  objeCts  of  ex¬ 
tent,  number  of  inhabitants,  im¬ 
portance,  or  fecurity,  to  the  coun¬ 
try  which  he  was  to  give  in  ex¬ 
change. 

No  feafon,  however,  could  well 
be  chofen,  that  was  lefs  favourable 
to  the  carrying  of  fuch  a  meafure 
into  execution,  than  the  prefen t. 
The  attention  of  Europe  was  already 
much  roufed  by  the  northern  alli¬ 
ance,  and  by  a  fuccefiion  of  mea- 
fures  or  projects  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  arifen  from  it ;  fo  that 
the  more  diftant  as  well  as  the 
nearer  powers  began  now  to  en¬ 
tertain  no  fmall  jealoufy  of  the 
conduCt  and  views  of  thefe  two 
great  empires,  whofe  union  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  fo  flriCtly  cemented, 
that  they  were  fcarcely  to  be  confi- 
dered  in  any  other  point  of  view 
than  that  of  aCting  under  the  fame 


common  influence  of  defign,  and 
under  the  impulfe  of  the  fame  com¬ 
mon  intereft  in  every  thing.  In 
fuch  a  difpofition  and  ftate  of  cir- 
cumftances,  it  was  fcarcely  reafon- 
able  to  expeCt,  that  an  innovation 
in  the  conftitution  of  the  Germanic 
body,  as  well  as  in  the  general  fyf- 
tem  of  European  policy,  could  by 
any  means  pafs  unquestioned ;  or 
indeed  that  the  attempt  would  not 
be  attended  with  much  difficulty 
and  danger. 

The  negociation  upon  this  in¬ 
tended  barter  was  conducted  with 
fuch  extreme  clofenefs  and  fecrecy, 
that  no  fufpicion  of  the  defign  was 
entertained,  even  by  thofe  who  were 
the  moil  immediately  inter efted  in, 
and  would  be  the  moil:  deeply  af¬ 
fected  by  the  meafure,  until  the 
treaty  was  fuppofed  to  be  already 
far  advanced,  if  not  abfolutely  con¬ 
cluded.  This  bufinefs  was  likewife 
attended,  with  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftance  of  its  exiftence  having  been 
in  the  firft  infiance  abfolutely  de¬ 
nied,  and  never  after  fully  acknow¬ 
ledged,  by  the  contracting  parties 
themfelves.  A  letter  from  the 
emprefs  of  Ruffia  to  the  duke  of 
Deuxponts,  tending  to  induce  him 
to  an  acquiefcence  in,  if  not  a  con¬ 
firmation  of,  the  propofed  fcheme  of 
exchange  or  barter,  was  the  firft  in¬ 
telligence  which  that  prince,  the 
prefumptive  heir  and  fticceiTor  to 
the  eleCtor  palatine  in  all  his  eftates, 
dominions,  and  titles,  received,  that 
any  fuch  defign  was  in  agitation. 
This  letter  was  probably  received 
about  the  clofe  of  the  year  1784, 
as  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  informed 
of  the  whole  affair  by  the  duke, 
who  claimed  his  interference  and 
protection  as  guarantee  of  the  treaty 
ofTefchen,  early  in  the  following 
month  of  January. 

In  whatever  terms  the  duke’s 
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anfwer  was  conveyed,  it  was  To  ill 
taken  by  the  court  of  Peterfburgh, 
that  the  refufal  was  probably  very 
peremptory.  The  king  of  Pruffia 
immediately  remonftrated  Hrongly 
with  that  court  upon  the  fubjeCt,  as 
having  been  a  mediator  of  the 
peace  at  Tefchen,  and  being  a  gua¬ 
rantee  to  the  treaty.  The  emprefs, 
in  her  anfwer,  declared,  that  fhe 
had  conceived  this  projeCt  to  be 
the  bnly  fure  means  of  preventing 
a  war  :  that  upon  this  ground  fhe 
very  ferioufly  wifhed  for  its  being 
carried  into  immediate  execution  : 
that  thefe  fentiments  had  indeed 
dictated  the  letter  written  by  her 
to  the  duke  of  Deuxponts,  inviting 
him,  in  the  moH  friendly  manner, 
to  come  into  the  fcheme  ;  but  find¬ 
ing  herfelf  ill  requited  for  her  good 
offices,  fo  far  as  could  be  judged 
from  the  anfwer  which  ffie  received 
from  the  duke,  which  is  of  a  tenor 
that  fhe  neither  can  nor  fhall  give 
any  reply  to,  fhe  had  dropped  all 
farther  concern  in  the  bufmefs; 
and  the  emprefs  declares  to  the 
kinn,  that  fhe  has  no  intentions  to 
enforce  the  execution  of  this  project, 
excepting  that  the  parties  more  im¬ 
mediately  concerned  fhould  fully 
agree  to  it. 

But,  previous  to  this  develope- 
ment  of  the  bufmefs  by  the  emprefs 
of  Ruffia,  both  the  courts  of  Mu¬ 
nich  and  Vienna  had  thought  it 
neceffary  publicly  to  contradict  the 
reports  which  were  fpread  upon 
the  fubjeCt,  and  to  affert,  that  they 
were  unfounded  ;  and  though  the 
expreffions  were  loofe  and  general, 
they  were  evidently  intended  to 
convey  an  idea  that  no  fuch  defign 
had  exifled.  The  Hates  of  Bavaria 
were  fo  exceedingly  alarmed  at  the 
report,  that  the  elector  thought  it 
neceffary  to  give  them  fome  fatif- 
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fa&ion  on  the  fubjeCt.  He  allured 
them,  in  a  written  document,  dat¬ 
ed  on  the  13th  of  February  1783, 
that  the  reports  fpread  of  a  pre¬ 
tended  treaty  between  him  and  the 
imperial  court,  relative  to  an  ex¬ 
change  bf  country,  were  without 
foundation  ;  that  the  convention  be¬ 
tween  him  and  that  court,  which 
had  been  lately  ratified,  related 
only  to  the  adjuHment  of  limits  ; 
and  that  he  had  already  ordered  an 
extraCl  of  that  treaty,  fo  far  as  it 
concerned  the  provincial  Hates,  to 
be  communicated  to  them. 

Though  this  anfwer  feemed  to  af¬ 
ford  fome  temporary  fatisfaCtion,  yet 
it  v/as  foon  confidered  as  not  being 
Efficiently  explicit;  a  general  appre- 
hehfion  and  alarm  was  fpread  among 
the  people  ;  and  the  order  of  burgh¬ 
ers  joined  the  nobles  in  the  mob 
preffing  folicitations  to  the  eleCtor 
for  a  farther  and  clearer  explana¬ 
tion.  The  difcontents  excited  upon 
this  occafion  ferved  to  renew  with 
additional  force  thofe  old  animoli- 
ties  which,  through  a  long  courfe  of 
mutual  injuries  and  cruel  wars,  had 
for  agesfubfiHed  between  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Bavaria  and  the  Palatinate. 
This  ill  temper  became  fo  preva¬ 
lent,  that  all  the  powers  of  dilci- 
pline  and  defpotilm  were  fcarcely 
Efficient  to  prevent  the  Bavarian 
and  electoral  troops  from  proceed¬ 
ing  to  the  moH  dangerous  extre¬ 
mities.  It  was  even  laid  to  have 
pervaded  the  elector’s  palace  and 
court  ;  and  it  was  reported,  that 
the  very  grooms  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vented  from  coming  to  blows  in  his 
Hables. 

While  the  emperor,  by  a  courfe 
of  policy  not  very  explicable,  nor 
feemingly  well  connected,  was  brow¬ 
ing  the  feeds  of  foreign  jealouiy 
and  commotion  ;  the  multifarious 
x  projects 
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projects  which  he  adopted  at  home, 
and  the  continual  innovations  in  all 
the  eftabliihed  forms  of  internal 
government,  laid  fuch  a  foundation 
of  difcontent  in  a  very  great  and 
valuable  part  of  his  fubjefts,  as 
feemed  capable,  in  its  confequences, 
of  interfering  in  no  fmall  degree 
with  his  foreign  views. 

Of  all  his  dominions  the  noble 
kingdom  of  Hungary,  whether  con- 
fidered  with  refpefi  to  extent,  in- 
trinftc  value,  or  the  peculiar  charac¬ 
ter  of  its  inhabitants,  feemed  to 
merit  a  very  high,  if  not  the  firlc 
place,  in  point  of  con fi deration, 
and  particularly  to  demand  the 
greateft  attention  and  the  mod  le¬ 
nient  hand  in  its  government.  The 
brave  and  haughty  nobility,  and 
the  warlike  inhabitants  of  that 
country,  after  having,  through  a 
courfe  of  ages,  filed  fo  much  blood 
in  ,  redding  the  invafions  of  their 
rights,  and  the  various  oppreffions 
to  which  foreign  government  is  but 
too  prone,  had  at  length  the  unpa¬ 
ralleled  magnanimity,  without  any 
retrofpsffc  to  pad,  injuries,  to  lave 
the  houfe  of  Audria,  at  a  dm  ilar  ex¬ 
pence  of  blood,  perhaps  from  dual 
diffolution,  in  the  hour  of  its  great- 
eft  didrefs,  and  mod  imminent  dan¬ 
ger.  Every  body  knows  the  hala¬ 
tion  in  which  the  late  Maria  The- 
refa’s  affairs  were,  when,  with  the 
prefent  emperor,  an  infant,  in  her 
arms,  die  threw  herfelf  and  him 
for  refuge  and  protection  upon 
the  generodty  of  that  gallant  nobi¬ 
lity.  The  affection  and  ardour 
with  which  her  didrefs  and  elo¬ 
quence  infpired  them,  is  not  lefs  a 
fubjefi  of  admiration  ;  nor  how 
fpeedily  and  effedually  they  turned 
the  tide  of  fortune  in  her  favour. 
Ferfonal  gratitude  for  fo  unexam¬ 
pled  a  fervice,  operated  during  the 


long  reign  of  that  great  princefs, 
in  producing  a  great  regard  to  the 
privileges  of  the  Hungarians,  and 
their  government  was  conduced 
upon  fuch  principles,  as  afforded 
general  fatisfaflion,  and  confe- 
quently  ferved  to  confirm  their  zeal 
and  attachment. 

A  haughty,  martial,  and  ancient 
nation,  efpecially  if  they  have  not 
been  foftened  by  arriving  at  the 
highed  point  of  cultivation  and  re¬ 
finement,  are  generally  (perhaps 
always)  great  enemies  to  innova¬ 
tion,  and  exceedingly  tenacious 
of  their  old  forms  and  eudoms ; 
even  though  thefe  might  admit  of 
or  require  improvement.  This  dif- 
pofttion  will  be  fortified  and  in- 
creafed,  if  it  is  accompanied  with 
drong  national  prejudices  and  aver- 
iions,  founded  upon  a  fen fe  of  for¬ 
mer  injuries.  Men  are  indifpofed 
to  follow  the  example,  or  to  adopt 
the  eudoms,  of  thofe  whom  they 
hate,  however  laudable ;  and  the 
Hungarians  had  no  predilection  in 
favour  of  the  Germans,  nor  of  their 
government. 

The  emperor,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  numberlefs  fchemes  of  reform, 
had  trenched  deeply  upon  the  civil 
and  religious  eftablifhments  of  Hun¬ 
gary.  Ifte  had  new-modelled  their 
courts  of  judice,  and  reduced  their 
number  from  thirty-eight,  which 
was  that  of  the  di drifts  into  which 
the  kingdom  was  divided,  to  ten. 
only ;  which  was  confidered  as  a 
number  iniufficient  for  its  due  ad- 
minidration  in  fo  extenfive  a  coun¬ 
try.  He  had  introduced  the  Ger¬ 
man  mode  of  military  conicription, 
than  which  nothing  could  have  been 
more  odious  to  the  people,  into 
Hungary  and  the  adjoining  pro- 
v  nc?s.  He  had  like  wife  abridged 
the  power,  influence,  and  privi¬ 
leges 
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leges  of  the  nobility  ;  and  Teemed 
intent  upon  placing  that  kingdom 
under  the  Tame  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  with  his  Auftrian  provinces. 

The  vail  armies  which  were  kept 
on  the  frontiers  to  awe  the  Turks, 
ferved  to  give  a  fandion  to  thefe 
meafures,  but  could  not  leflen  the 
difcontent  of  the  people. 

The  rude  peafants,  inhabiting 
the  mountainous  and  woody  coun¬ 
tries  which  form  the  borders  be¬ 
tween  Tranfylvania  and  the  Auf¬ 
trian  Wallachia,  blind  to  confe- 
quences,  and  equally  ignorant  of 
their  own  force  and  condition  for 
>var,  as  they  were  of  that  which 
they  were  to  encounter,  broke  out 
into  an  open,  and,  until  its  extent 
could  be  known,  alarming  rebel¬ 
lion,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1784.  It  does  not  appear  clearly, 
whether  this  revolt  proceeded  from 
their  averfion  to  the  new  military 
confcription,  in  confequence  of 
which  they  had  been  lately  inrolled, 
and  arms  placed  in  their  hands,  or 
whether  it  was  occafioned  by  the 
oppreffion  of  their  lords.  It  is 
probable  that  the  operation  of  both 
caufes  concurred  in  the  event ;  but 
however  that  was,  their  fury  fell  in- 
difcriminately  upon  the  nobility  and 
the  public  officers.  Their  numbers 
amounted  to  fourteen  or  fifteen  thou- 
fand  ;  and  fo  totally  ignorant  were 
they  of  public  affairs,  and  of  all  the 
circumftancespf  their  fituation,  that 
they  ventured  to  eled  one  of  their 
chiefs,  and  a  peafant  like  them- 
felves,  named  Horiah,  to  be  their 
king  ;  and  this  extraordinary  re¬ 
presentative  of  majetty  had  a  feal 
actually  made,  with  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  a  fpear  piercing  a  heart, 
and  the  motto  of  Horiah,  Rex  Dacia, 
infcribed  on  it. 

Vol.  XXVII. 
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Thefe  favage  and  infatuated  pea¬ 
fants  committed  the  moil;  horrible 
cruelties.  They  attacked  the  no¬ 
bility  feparately  in  their  cattles, 
which  they  every  where  dettroyed, 
and  maffacred  whole  families,  with¬ 
out  dittindion  of  age  or  fex.  About 
200  of  the  nobility  were  butchered 
in  this  manner,  before  they  had 
time  either  to  efcape  or  to  make 
any  effectual  preparation  for  de¬ 
fence.  The  numbers  and  fierce- 
nefs  of  the  rebels  fupplying  the 
want  of  difcipline  and  military 
fkill,  they  for  Tome  time  repeatedly 
defeated  fuch  fmall  detachments  of 
troops  as  could  be  haftily  collected 
to  oppofe  their  ravages. 

Though  this  ttate  of  things  could 
not  be  lading,  yet,  through  the 
nature  and  difficulties  of  their  rude 
country,  as  well  as  the  dittance  of 
the  royal  forces,  the  rebellion  fub- 
fitted  for  three  or  four  months  before 
it  could  be  finally  fuppreffed.  The 
infurgents  had,  however,  the  cou¬ 
rage  or  rafhnefs  to  venture  a  ge¬ 
neral  adion  with  the  Auttriaa 
forces,  in  which  they  dearly  pur- 
chafed  a  full  knowledge  of  their 
infufficiency  to  fupport  fuch  a  con¬ 
tention,  they  being  routed  with¬ 
out  difficulty,  and  a  confiderabie 
daughter  made,  with  little  lofs  to 
the  vidors.  The  mock  king, 
Horiah,  with  their  two  other  prin¬ 
cipal  leaders,  having  been  betrayed 
by  their  own  followers,  as  Pugat- 
cheffhad,  in  a  fimilar  enterprize, 
fome  years  before  in  Ruffia,  were 
furprized,  and  taken  alive  in  a  cave. 
One  of  thefe  found  means  to  hang 
liimfelf  with  a  very  narrow  undil- 
covered  girdle,  which  he  wore  next 
to  his  fkin,  poffibly  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Horiah,  and  the  other,  were 
lent  about  as  a  public  fpedacle,  to 
[  ]  undergo 
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undergo  different  parts  of  their  al¬ 
lotted  punifhment,  in  the  fcenes  of 
their  greateft  enormities,  and  in  the 
fight  of  their  deluded  followers.  A 
fixed  number  of  the  inhabitants 
from  each  of  the  rebellious  diltriCls 
were  at  length  obliged  to  attend  at 
the  place  of  execution,  in  order  to 
behold  their  niiferable  exit  upon  the 
wheel.  The  tragedy  did  not  en¬ 
tirely  end  here  ;  for  the  prifons  be¬ 
ing  over  crowded  by  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  prifoners  taken,  they  foon 
generated  a  peffilential  diftemper, 
which  was  not  only  fatal  to  many  of 
thefe  unhappy  people,  but  did  much 
mifchief  in  the  country  ;  fo  that,  in- 
ffead  of  thinking  of  farther  punifti- 
nient,  befides  throwing  the  prifon 
doors  open,  the  recovery  of  the  in¬ 
fected,  and  the  means  of  preventing 
the  contagion  from  fpreading  far¬ 
ther,  became  the  only  objefts  of 
attention. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ever  vigi¬ 
lant  monarch  of  Pruffia  was  taking 
the  molt  efficacious  meafures  for 
preventing  the  exchange  of  Bavaria, 
for  protecting  in  all  refpeCts  the 
rights,  and  for  preferving  from  vio¬ 
lation  thofe  family  conventions,  by 
which  the  different  branches  of  the 
Palatine  line  were  mutually  bound 
to  each  other  and  to  the  empire. 
For  thefe  purpofes,  and  to  counteract 
the  effeCt  of  that  dangerous  union, 
and  of  that  vaft  power  which  might 
be  combined  againlt  himfelf  frngly, 
he  found  it  neceffary  to  form  an 
alliance  and  confederation  with 
thofe  neighbouring  princes,  who 
were  equally  interefted  in  preferving 
entire  the  Germanic  fyitem  and  the 
conflitution  of  the  empire,  and 
whofe  joint  power  might  be  Effi¬ 
cient  to  give  effeCt  to  their  union. 

Nothing  could  be  more  vexa- 
tioufly  alarming  to  the  court  of  Vi- 

7 


GISTER,  1784-5. 

enna,  nor  any  thing  more  Ebver- 
five,  in  various  refpeCts,  of  its 
views.  The  manner  in  which  it 
was  felt,  and  the  deep  refentment 
which  it  infpired,  were  Efficiently 
obvious,  from  the  bitternefs  which 
was  exprefi'ed  againlt  its  great  fram¬ 
er,  who  was  defcribed  as  little  lefs 
than  being  the  common  difturber  of 
mankind,  as  well  as  of  Germany ; 
while  not  only  the  prelent  alarm,  but 
all  the  evils  which  might  in  confe- 
quence  of  it  diltraCt  the  empire, 
and  poffibly  involve  it  in  blood  and 
ruin,  were  imputed  to  the -inordinate 
ambition  and  fmilter  defigns  of  that 
monarch. 

The  king  bore  thefe  perfonal 
cenfures  and  imputations  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance  with  the  molt  perfeCt  in¬ 
difference.  He  juftifted  his  conduCt 
upon  the  grounds  of  reafon,  jufiice, 
and  policy  :  no  warmth  of  reply,  no 
cenfure,  no  leverity  of  retort,  ap¬ 
peared  in  any  of  his  publications. 
A  report  which  was  fpread  at  that 
time,  if  the  faCt  fhould  hereafter  be 
eftablifhed,  would  ferve  highly  to 
exalt  that  monarch’s  character,  and 
to  fhed  much  additional  luftre  upon 
his  paft  and  prefent  conduCt  in  the 
bufmefs  of  the  Palatinate.  It  was 
reported,  that  two  rich,  extenfive, 
and  fovereign  biffioprics  (one  of 
them  vying  in  power  and  greatnefs 
with  the  ecclefiafiic  electorates)  were 
held  out  to  him  in  perpetuity,  as  a 
temptation  for  not  oppofing  the  de- 
figned  fcheme  of  barter  ;  and  that 
he  rejected  the  propofal  (or,  as  he 
is  faid  himfelf  to  have  termed  it,  the 
bribe)  with  the  ftrongeft  marks  of 
indignation. 

The  court  of  Vienna  had  fhifteT 
its  ground,  fo  far  as  its  communi¬ 
cations  to  the  public  went,  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  affair  of  Bavaria,  At 
firfi  it  was  generally  difavowed  ;  the 

report 
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report  declared  to  be  totally  un¬ 
founded,  and  ftrong  infinuations 
thrown  out,  that  it  originated  in  a 
certain  quarter,  where  an  in/idious 
diipofitioa  to  perplex*  the  affairs, 
and  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  em- 
pi  ,  was  conftantly  prevalent.  But 
after  the  propofal  from  Rufiia  to  the 
duke  of  Deuxponts,  and  the  pro¬ 
mulgation  of  the  bufinefs  by  that 
prince,  the  exigence,  or'  abfolute 
conclufion  of  the  treaty,  feemed  only 
to  be  denied,  while  the  meafure  in 
itfelf  was  j  unified  ;  the  competency 
both  of  the  emperor  and  the  elector 
to  make  any  amicable  exchange  of 
territories,  which  might  fuit  their 
mutual  intereft  or  convenience,  be¬ 
ing  ftrenuoufly  infilled  on  ;  while  it 
was  held  out  that  fuch  a  meafure, 
being  unaccompanied  with  force  or 
violence,  and  calculated  equally  for 
the  accommodation  or  advantage  of 
both  parties,  could  not  in  any  de¬ 
gree  be  conhdered  either  as  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  general  laws  of  the 
empire,  or  a  breach  of  any  particu¬ 
lar  treaties. 

In  the  midfl  of  thefe  complicated 
affairs,  while  fomething  was  like- 
wife  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
movements  and  difpolition  of  the 
Ottomans,  the  emperor  had  points 
of  the  greatell  importance  to  his  in- 
terefts,  and  very  near  to  his  heart, 
to  carry  within  the  empire,  againfl 
which  a  part  of  his  foreign  policy 
militated  in  the  ftrongeft  manner. 
Thefe  were*no  lefs,  than  the  election 
of  his  nephew,  and  preemptive  fuc- 
celfor  in  his  hereditary  dominions, 
the  archduke  Francis,  fon  to  the 
great  duke  of  Tufcany,  to  the 
dignity  of  king  of  the  Romans, 
which  could  only  preferve  the  em¬ 
pire  in  his  family  *,  and  the  other 
was  of  little  lefs  importance,  being 
the  ereCtion  of  a  ninth  electorate. 
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to  fupply  the  chafm  in  that  body, 
which  the  extinction  of  the  houfe  of 
Bavaria  had  occafioued. 

The  candidates  for  the  new  elec¬ 
torate  were  the  landgrave  of  HeiTe 
Caifel,  and  the  duke  of  Wirtem- 
bergh,  The  former,  from  his 
power,  wealth,  and  extent  of  domi¬ 
nion,  would  undoubtedly  hand  alone 
as  a  claimant,  if  no  other  confide  - 
rations  than  thefe  were  to  interfere  ; 
but  the  duke  of  Wirtembercrh’s 

O 

eldeh  daughter  being  confort  to  the 
grand  duke  of  Ruffia,  and  his 
youngelf  the  intended  fpoufe  of  the 
archduke  Francis,  the  emperor’s 
apparent  heir,  it  was  of  the  greateh 
importance  to  thefe  two  powers, 
that  he  fhould  be  promoted  to  the 
rank  and  office  of  ninth  eleClor,  as 
well  for  fecuring  thereby  a  majority 
of  fuffirages  in  favour  of  the  intended 
king  of  the  Romans,  as  for  more 
remote  caufes.  Nothing  then  could 
feem  more  irreconcileable  with  the 
purfuit  of  thefe  cbjeCts,  than  the  ex¬ 
citing  and  fpreading  that  general 
alarm  and  appreheniion  of  his  de- 
figns  among  the  numerous  members 
of  the  Germanic  body,  which  it 
was  impoffible  that  the  attempt  of 
uniting  Bavaria  to  the  Auhrian  do¬ 
minions,  upon  whatever  conditions, 
or  under  whatever  pretence,  fhould 
not  occafion,  even  if  the  whole  Pa¬ 
latine  line  had  confented  to  the 
transfer. 

The  new  treaty  of  union  and 
confederation,  for  maintaining  the 
indivilibility  of  the  empire,  the 
rights  of  the  Germanic  body  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  of  the  refpe&ive  hates  in 
particular,  was  figned  at  Berlin  on 
the  23d  of  July  1785  ;  the  principal 
parties  being  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  as  eleClor 
of  Brunlwick  Lunenburgh,  and  the 
eleClor  of  Saxony.  The  margrave 
[/]  2'  of 
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of  Anfpach,  the  duke  of  Deuxponts, 
and  fome  other  princes,  were  either 
then  or  foon  after  included  in  it, 
and  it  was  either  known  or  fup- 
pofed,  that  it  had  received  the 
fandion  of  feveral  others  of  no  fmall 
power  (among  whom  Sweden  was 
mentioned)  who  were  ready,  if  the 
occalion  called,  to  become  parties 
to  the  alliance. 

As  the  court  of  Vienna  had  omit¬ 
ted  no  means  in  its  progrefs  to  pre¬ 
vent  this  league  of  union  from  being 
carried  into  execution,  fo  the  re- 
fentment  now  Ihewn  was  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  vexation  which  it  ex¬ 
cited.  Circular  declarations  were 
publicly  addrefled  to  all  the  courts 
of  Europe  and  Eates  of  the  empire, 
endeavouring  to  give  an  odious  co¬ 
lour  to  the  treaty,  and  exclaiming 
againft  it,  as  being  founded  only  on 
private,  EniEer,  and  ambitious  de- 
figns,  as  tending  to  diEurb  the  peace 
of  the  empire,  and  as  being  in  its 
nature  and  defign.  inimical  to  the 
Germanic  conEitution,  and  to  the 
liberties  and  rights  of  that  body. 

In  the  mean  time  the  imperial 
minifters  at  the  German  courts 
v/ere  inErucEed  Erongly  to  reprefent 
the  mifchiefs  and  dangers  of  fuch 
confederations  ;  that,  befides  their 
being  injurious  to  the  body  at  large, 
individual  members,  by  acceding 
to  them,  were  impofing  fetters  on 
themfelves,  as  they  would  thereby 
be  retrained  from  thofe  amicable, 
neighbourly,  or  family  exchanges 
of  territory,  or  arrangement  of  li¬ 
mits,  which  might  be  equally  con¬ 
venient  and  ferviceable  to  the  par¬ 
ties  on  both  fides ;  and  which  could 
not  in  any  degree  be  confidered  as 
the  fmalleil  violation  of  the  conEi- 
tution  of  the  Germanic  body.  They 
were  like  wife  to  prefs  Erongly*  in 
the  emperor’s  name,  thofe  Eatea 
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which  had  not  declared  themfelves, 
for  an  open,  precife,  and  categori¬ 
cal  anfvver,  as  to  their  determination 
on  that  point ;  and  if  the  anfwer 
was  favourable,  to  propofe  the  ques¬ 
tion,  whether  they  did  not  think  it 
might  be  neceflary  to  form  a  coun¬ 
ter  alliance,  in  order  to  oppofe  thofe 
violent  enterprizes  againE  the  con- 
Eitution,  which  were  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  the  former.  If  this 
leading  queEion  was  agreed  to,  they 
were  then  to  require  their  acceflion 
to  an  alliance,  which  his  imperial 
majeEy  had  fuggeEed  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  conEitution. 

There  is  no  room  for  fuppofing 
that  this  fcheme  of  a  counter  alli¬ 
ance  was  productive  of  any  effect. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  king  of 
PruEia  communicated  to  thofe  fove- 
reigns  who  were  by  treaty  or  in- 
tereE  connected  with  the  Germanic 
body,  a  declaration,  figned  at  Ber¬ 
lin  on  the  23d  of  AuguE  1785,  con¬ 
taining  an  expofition  of  the  caufes 
and  motives  which  not  only  led  t® 
the  new  German  confederation,  but 
which  rendered  the  meafure  abfo- 
lutely  neceEary  for  the  prefervatioa 
of  the  empire.  In  this  piece,  after 
delineating  the  conduct  and  appa¬ 
rent  views  of  the  court  of  Vienna ; 
expoEng  the  futility  of  the  diEinc- 
tion,withrefpe<Eto  its  confequences, 
between  a  forced  and  voluntary  ex¬ 
change  of  Bavaria ;  and  refuting  the 
poEtion  held  up  on  the  other  Ede, 
that  the  latter  would  be  neither  a 
violation  of  the  Germanic  conEitu¬ 
tion,  nor  a  breach  of  particular 
treaties ;  he  proceeds  to  fhew  the 
dangerous  tendency  and  confequen¬ 
ces  of  that  meafure,  if  permitted  to 
be  carried  into  execution.  He 
Eates,  that  the  addition  of  fo  fine 
and  fo  extenfive  a  country  as  Bava¬ 
ria  to  the  dominion  of  the  houfe  of 

AuEria, 
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Auftria,  which  already  preponderat¬ 
ed  too  much  in  the  fcale,  would 
take  away  all  balance  of  power  in 
Germany  ;  that  the  fecurity,  as  well 
as  the  liberty  of  all  the  Hates  of  the 
empire,  would  then  depend  only 
upon  the  difcretion  of  that  houfe  ; 
and  he  exclaims,  that  that  great  and 
powerful  houfe  ought  to  be  con¬ 
tented  with  its  vail  monarchy,  and 
not  to  think  any  more  of  an  acqui- 
fition  fo  alarming,  not  only  to  Ger¬ 
many,  but  to  all  Europe. 

He  reminds  the  maritime  powers, 
that  the  houfe  of  Auftria  was  bound 
to  them,  by  the  barrier  treaty  of 
1715,  never  to  alienate  any  part  of 
the  Netherlands  to  any  prince,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  to  one  of  their  own 
houfe  ;  a  ftipulation  which  could  not 
be  fet  afide  without  the  confent  of 
all  the  contrafling  parties.  After 
touching  flightly  upon  the  unde- 
ferved  reproach  which  fo  inoffenfive 
a  meafure  had  drawn  upon  himfelf, 
and  the  attempts  made  to  threw  an 
odious  colour  upon  the  treaty,  he 
proceeds  to  fhew,  that  fuch  alli¬ 
ances,  calculated  merely  for  mutual 
fecurity,  and  for  the  prefervation  of 
mutual  rights,  were  conformable  to 
the  laws  of  nations  as  well  as  of  the 
empire,  and  to  the  practice  of  all 
Hates ;  and  that  the  prefent  treaty, 
extending  merely  to  thefe  objects, 
and  being  purely  defenfive,  could 
not  adminifter  any  juft  caufe  of  of¬ 
fence  or  jealoiufy  to  any  other  power. 
He  obferves,  that  he  had  not  en¬ 
tered  wantonly  into  this  meafure  : 
that  his  fituation  in  the  empire, 
along  with  a  due  regard  to  his  own 
fecurity  and  that  of  his  co-eftates, 
placed  him  under  an  indifpenfable 
obligation  to  purfue  all  meafures 
that  were  neceflary  for  preferving 
inviolate  the  Germanic  conftitution 
and  fyftem  :  that  befides  this  gene- 
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ral  obligation,  he  was  particularly 
bound  in  the  prefent  inftance,  as 
guarantee  both  of  the  treaties  of 
Weftphalia  and  Tefchen. 

The  reception  which  this  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  king’s  generally  met 
at  the  courts  to  which  it  was  com¬ 
municated,  was  by  no  means  flat¬ 
tering  to  the  hopes,  or  encouraging 
to  the  views  of  the  court  of  Vienna. 
Even  the  republic  of  Holland,  cri¬ 
tical  as  its  own  fituation  ftill  was 
with  the  emperor,  gave  the  warmeft 
approbation  to  this  alliance,  for  fe- 
curing  the  peace  of  the  empire,  and 
maintaining  the  rights  of  the  Ger¬ 
manic  body.  At  Peterlburgh  only 
the  communication  was  received 
rather  coldly.  The  emprefs  de¬ 
clared  to  the  count  de  Goertz,  am- 
baflador  from  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
that  not  feeing  the  Germanic  con¬ 
ftitution  threatened  with  any  danger, 
and  thinking  it  fufliciently  fecured 
by  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia  and 
Tefchen,  as  well  as  by  the  folemn 
aflurances  which  {he  had  herfelf 
given,  in  conjunction  with  the  em¬ 
peror,  {he  could  not  perfuade  herfelf 
that  the  confederacy,  though  it 
might  eafily  give  occafion  to  jea- 
loufy  and  miftruft  in  the  feveral 
Hates,  could  in  the  leaft  contribute 
to  put  the  conftitution  and  liberties 
of  Germany  on  a  furer  foundation. 

During  thefe  tranfadions  the 
preparations  for  an  immediate  war 
in  Germany  had  been  carried  on 
with  great  and  equal  vigour  and 
induftry  on  both  fides.  Indeed  this 
refult  of  the  difpute  leemed  to  be 
confidered  fo  much  as  a  certainty  on 
one  fide,  that  the  emperor  had  his 
magazines  removed  into  the  interior 
countries,  from  thofe  parts  of  Bohe¬ 
mia  and  the  adjoining  provinces 
which  were  moil  liable  to  a  Hidden 
irruption  of  the  Pruflian  armies. 

[ 1  ]  3  But 
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But  the  confederation,  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  the  neighbouring  powers, 
the  approbation  which  the  Pruffian 
memorial  met  with,  and  the  appa¬ 
rent  general  indifpofition  of  the 
German  Hates  to  the  fcheme  of  bar¬ 
ter,  feemed,  all  together  to  have 
retarded  the  enterprize,  and  to  af¬ 
ford  time  for  a  more  moderate  dif- 
pofition  to  take  place.  The  quef- 
tion  upon  the  exchange  of  Bavaria 
was  buffered  to  die  away,  without 
further  explanation  or  difcuilion ; 
and  as  the  appearances  of  hoffility 
ceafed  on  the  one  fide,  they  were 
of  courfe  difcontinued  on  the  other. 

While  the  fioripi  of  war,  thus  un¬ 
expectedly  turned  from  the  Schelde, 
was  hanging  over  the  mountains  of 
Bohemia,  Saxony,  and  Silelia,  the 
republic  of  Holland  had  leifure  to 
recover  from  its  firft  furprize  ;  and 
feduloufly  feized  the  unhoped-for 
opportunity  of  providing  effectually 
at  home  for  the  worft  that  might 
happen,  and  of  endeavouring  at  the 
fame  time  to  ward  off  the  evil  and 
danger  by  an  accommodation.  France 
was,  however,  her  fhield  of  defence  ; 
and  through  the  ability  and  firmnefs 
of  that  great  minifter,  the  count  de 
Vergennes,  the  republic  could  not 
have  had  a  more  effectual  fecurity. 

It  was  impoflible  that  the  queen 
of  France  Ihould  not  be  deeply  af- 
feCted  by  a  conteil,  which  fo  clofely 
involved  her  neareft  and  dearelt  con¬ 
nections,  and  threatened  fo  imme¬ 
diate  and  perhaps  irreparable  a 
breach  of  the  harmony  and  friend- 
Ihip  fubfilting  between  them.  It 
was  reported  at  the  time,  that  on 
the  morning  of  a  day  upon  which  a 
grand  council  was  to  be  Held,  the 
refult  of  which  it  was  fuppofed 
would  be  conclufive,  with  refpeCt 
to  the  part  that  France  Ihould  take, 
the  emperor  perfevered  in  pufh- 
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ing  his  defigns  again!!  Holland  to 
the  lad  extremity,  that  amiable 
princefs  took  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  M.  de  Vergennes  on  his 
way  to  the  council,  and,  with  a  coun¬ 
tenance  deeply  expreffive  of  her 
anxiety  and  ciifmay,  {aid,  (he  hoped 
he  would  not  on  that  day  forget 
that  the  emperor  was  her  brother  1 
to  which  the  mini  Her  replied  that 
he  certainly  Ihould  not ;  but  that 
he  was  bound  likewife  to  remember, 
that  the  king  of  France  was  her 
hufband,  and  the  Dauphine  her 
fon. 

The  interpofition  and  mediation 
of  France  was  undoubtedly  much 
facilitated  in  its  effeCf,  by  the  Hate 
of  affairs  in  Germany,  and  the  un¬ 
certainty  of  the  event  with  refpeCt 
to  Bavaria.  The  emperor’s  inflex¬ 
ibility  was  not,  however,  eafily  fub- 
dued  ;  and  fo  many  difficulties  were 
thrown  in  the  way  of  an  accommo¬ 
dation,  that  through  a  great  part  of 
the  year  1785  it  feemed  yet  very 
doubtful  what  turn  affairs  might 
finally  take.  That  prince’s  fre¬ 
quent  abfence  from  his  capital,  at 
feafons  when  affairs  of  the  greateff 
importance"  were  in  agitation,  occa- 
floned  likewife  much  delay  in  the 
tranfaCting  of  buflnefs  of  moment 
at  the  court  of  Vienna. 

As  princes  feldom  mifs  any  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  of  obtaining 
money  from  their  fubjeCls,  and  that 
it  was  impoflible  any  feafon  could 
be  more  aufpicious  to  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe  in  the  Netherlands  than  the 
prefent,  when,  the  fpirits  of  the 
people  were  highly  exalted  at  the 
profpedt  of  a  war  fuppofed  to  be 
undertaken  folely  for  the  recovery 
of  their  rights,  the  Hates  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  both  ecclefiaHical  and  fecu- 
lar,  were  fummoned  by  the  imperial 
miniHer,  in  the  beginning  of  March 
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£785,  to  demand,  in  his  mailer’s 
name,  a  loan  of  four  millions  of 
florins,  to  be  paid  in  fuch  manner 
as  fliould  be  afterwards  lettled. 
This  money  was  granted  by  the  af- 
fembly  with  all  the  facility  that  the 
prefent  circumdances  indicated. 

The  negociations  for  an  accom¬ 
modation  between  the  emperor  and 
Holland  were  in  the  courie  of  the 
lummer  refumed  at  Paris,  under  the 
auipices  of  the/rench  prime  miniiler. 
And,  towards  the  latter  end  of  June, 
the  barons  de  W’aflanaar  and  Levden 


fet  out  from  the  Hague,  as  deputies 
from  the  republic  to  the  court  of 
Vienna.  The  objeH  of  this  depu¬ 
tation  feems  to  have  been  that  mere¬ 
ly  of  making  fuch  conceflioos  on  the 
part  of  the  republic  as  might  ac¬ 
cord  with  the  emperor’s  ideas  of 
dignity,  particularly  with  relpeft  to 
the  iniult  offered  to  his  flag ;  a 
point  in  which  he  feemed  to  think 
his  honour  fo  much  concerned,  that 
nothing  lefs  than  fatis'adlion  on  that 
head  could  open  the  way  to  an  ac¬ 
commodation. 

r  j  ,  That  fovereign  having 
*  '  0  ^  *  at  length  returned  to  Vi- 
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'  D  enna,  alter  a  long  tour 
in  'taly  and  elfewhere,  granted  an 
audience  to  the  Dutch  deputies. 
Their  fpeech  to  the  emperor  upon 
this  occaiion  was  as  fubmiffive  as  it 
well  might  be.  They  declared, 
that  the  dates  never  had  the  fmall- 
ed  intention  either  of  offering  in¬ 
jury  to  his  imperial  majefty,  or  in- 
fult  to  his  flag:  that  through  the 
whole  train  of  circumffances  which 
had  occurred,  they  had  invariably  re¬ 
gulated  their  conduct  in  luch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  upon  every  occafion  unquef- 
tionably  to  thew  the  great  regard 
and  refpeft  which  they  entertained 
for  his  imperial  majefty,  fo  far  as 
this  could  be  done  confidently  with 


their  own  independence,  their  un¬ 
doubted  rights,  and  their  honour. 
That  there  was  nothing  they  wifhed 
more  fincerely,  than  to  fee  that  cor¬ 
dial  amity,  which  had  fo  unfortu¬ 
nately  been  interrupted,  again  re¬ 
newed  ;  and  that  they  might  be 
enabled  to  treat  his  fubjedts  upon 
the  fame  footing  with  thofe  of  the 
republic. 

The  emperor’s  anfwer,  though 
ftately,  was  latisfaHory  *  and  while 
it  fuftained  the  dignity,  and  did  not 
conceal  the  fuperiority  of  the  fpeak- 
er,  conveyed  a  hint  to  the  dates,  of 
the  propriety,  if  not  neceflity  of  ce¬ 
lerity  in  their  proceedings,  if  they 
hoped  to  profit  of  the  prefent  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  of  healing  the 
rupture.  He  told  them  that  it  was 
highly  pleafing  to  him,  that  the  re¬ 
public  had,  by  their  deputation, 
complied  with  what  he  had  required, 
as  neceflary  to  precede  an  accommo¬ 
dation.  That  he  fhould  order  his 
ambaflador  at  Paris  to  refume  the 
negociations,  under  the  mediation 
of  his  brother,  the  king  of  France  ; 
and  he  did  not  doubt  but  a  fpeedy 
conclufion  would  prevent  the  unhap¬ 
py  occurrences,  which  mud  be  the 
unavoidable  confequence  of  a  far¬ 
ther  delay. 

But  notwithftanding  the  favour¬ 
able  omens  that  now  appeared,  lome 
difficulties  afterwards  arofe,  which 
had  nearly  interrupted  the  negoci¬ 
ations,  and  occafioned  for  a  time 
a  renewal  of  the  preparations  for 
war  and  defence  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries.  Thefe  arofe  upon  the  affair 
of  Maffricht;  for  the  emperor  in¬ 
filling  upon  the  payment  of  a  very 
large  fum  of  money  on  that  account, 
the  ftates  wanted  to  bring  up  the 
old  Silefia  loan,  (being  money 
which  had  been  lent  to  the  empe¬ 
ror  Charles  the  Vlth,  upon  the  fe- 
t7]  4  curity 
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entity  of  the  revenues  of  that 
duchy)  and  to  place  it  as  a  fet-off 
againft  a  part  of  that  demand.  It 
is  not  always  prudent  to  lend  mo¬ 
ney  to  the  powerful ;  nor  is  it  at  all 
times  fafe  to  demand  its  payment. 
This  propofal  was  received  with 
the  higheft  indignation  ;  and  it  re¬ 
quired  all  the  abilities  of  a  Ver- 
gennes  to  prevent  its  proving  fatal 
to  the  treaty.  The  mortgaged 
eftate  had  changed  its  owner ;  the 
prefent  emperor  had  received  none 
of  the  money;  and  he  neither  was 
now,  nor  ever  had  been  in  poflef- 
|ion  of  Silelia.  The  dates  not 
only  found  it  neceflary  to  recede 
from  this  proportion,  but  had  rea- 
fon  to  think  themfelves  fortunate 
that  it  produced  no  farther  confe- 
quence. 

The  preliminary  articles  of  peace 
between  the  emperor  and  the  dates 
general  were  ligned  at  Paris  on 
the  20th  of  September  1785. 

-  T  Q  ,  In  lefs  than  two  months 
Nov.Xth,  after?  the  definitive  trea- 

I7  5*  ty  was  finally  concluded, 
and  figned  at  Fontainebleau  by  all 
the  parties,  under  the  guarantee,  as 
well  as  mediation,  of  his  mod 
chridian  majedy. 

The  treaty  of  Munder  was  laid 
down  as  the  bads  of  the  prefent, 
and  its  dipulations  to  be  in  all  cafes 
binding,  where  they  were  not  ex- 
prefsly  excepted  by  the  new  claufes. 
The  principal  articles  were — That 
the  dates  acknowledged  the  empe¬ 
ror’s  abfolute  and  independent  fo- 
vereignty  over  every  part  of  the 
ScheMe,  from  Antwerp  to  the  li¬ 
mits  of  the  county  of  Saftingen, 
conformably  to  a  line  drawn  in 
1664;  they,  of  courfe,  renouncing 
the  right  of  levying  any  tax  or  im- 
pod  on  that  part  of  the  river,  and 
tending  themfelves  not  to  inter* 
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rupt  in  any  manner  the  commerce 
or  navigation  of  his  fubjedis  there* 
on :  that  the  red  of  the  river,  be¬ 
yond  thofe  limits  to  the  fea,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  canals  of  the  Sas,  the 
Swin,  and  the  other  neighbouring 
mouths  of  the  fea,  were  to  conti¬ 
nue  under  the  fovereignty  of  the 
dates  general,  conformably  to  the 
treaty  of  Munder. — That  the  dates 
fhould  evacuate  and  demolifh  the 
forts  of  Kruifchans  and  Frederic 
Henry,  and  cede  the  territories  to 
his  imperial  majedy.— That  to  give 
a  new  proof  to  the  emperor  of  their 
dedre  to  edablilh  the  mod  perfect 
intelligence  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  the  dates  confented  to  eva¬ 
cuate,  and  to  fubmit  to  his  difere- 
tion,  the  forts  of  Lillo  and  of  Lief- 
kenfheck,  with  the  fortifications  in 
their  prefent  condition ;  only  re¬ 
ferring  to  themfelves  the  right  of 
withdrawing  the  artillery  and  am¬ 
munition. 

That  the  emperor  renounces  all 
the  rights  and  pretenfions  which  he 
had  formed,  or  can  form,  in  virtue 
of  the  treaty  of  1673,  upon  Maf- 
tricht  and  its  depending  or  ad¬ 
joining  fpecified  territories ;  and 
that  the  dates  fhall  pay  to  his  im¬ 
perial  majedy  the  fam  of  nine  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half  of  florins,  in  the 
current  money  of  Holland.  They 
like  wife  dipulated  to  pay  him  half 
a  million  more  of  florins,  as  an  in¬ 
demnification  to  his  fubje&s  for  the 
damages  which  they  had  fuflained 
from  the  inundations.— The  other 
articles  went  to  feveral  renuncia¬ 
tions  of  claims  or  rights  on  both 
fldes ;  to  mutual  cedions  of  villages 
or  didridts ;  to  the  adjudment  of 
limits ;  and  to  various  local  or  in¬ 
ternal  regulations.  No  forts  or  bat¬ 
teries  to  be  in  future  raifed  within 
cannon-ihot  of  the  limits  on  either 

fide  | 
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fide  ;  and  thofe  already  confiru&ed 
to  be  demoli fhed.  All  pecuniary 
claims  or  debts  between  the  refpec- 
tive  dates  to  be  annulled  ;  and  the 
contracting  parties  were  bound  to 
renounce,  without  any  refervation, 
all  further  pretenfions  that  either 
might  have  againft  the  other. 

Thus  was  Holland,  as  if  it  were 
a  winding-up  of  the  calamities  and 
Ioffes  brought  upon  her  by  the  late 
unfortunate  war,  compelled  to  pur- 
chafe,  at  a  large  expence  in  money, 
prefent  peace,  and  a  future  doubt¬ 
ful  fecurity,  from  a  new  and  un¬ 
expected  enemy.  It  would  feem, 
from  the  emperor’s  letter  of  ac¬ 
knowledgment  to  prince  Kaunits, 
for  his  ability  and  fervices  in  the 
conduCl  and  conclufion  of  this  bufi- 
nefs,  as  well  as  from  the  prefents 
which  he  made  to  the  negociators, 
that  its  iffue  had  been  highly  fatis- 
faClory  to  that  fovereign.  The  mo¬ 
ney  was  undoubtedly  ufeful  and 
welcome  ;  but  it  does  not  feem,  upon 
the  whole,  that  this  affair  was  con- 
fidered  as  redounding  much  to  his 
honour  as  a  fovereign,  or  as  afford¬ 
ing  any  great  increafe  to  his  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  politician. 

The  count  de  Vergennes  ac¬ 
quired  the  honour  to  his  country, 
and  the  glorious  diftin&ion  to  him- 
felf,  of  being  the  pacificator  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  univerfe.  It  could  not 
but  be  a  grievous  confideration  to 
Englifhmen,  thrft  while  France, 
through  the  happinefs  of  great  mi  - 
nifters  at  home,  and  their  choice  of 
able  negociators  abroad,  was  fpread- 
ing  her  confequence,  and  extending 
her  influence  through  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  Great  Britain,  through 
bme  unaccountable  fatality,  feem- 
zd  to  be  fallen  from  that  high  feat, 
in  which  fhe  had  fo  long  and  fo  glo- 
doufiy  preflded,  and  to  be  no  longer 
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*  / 

confidered,  or  almoft  remembered, 
in  the  general  politics  and  fyfiem  of 
Europe. 

In  two  days  after  the  treaty  of 
peace  between  the  emperor  and 
Holland  had  been  figned,  the  new 
treaty  of  alliance  between  that  re¬ 
public  and  France  was  M  , 
likewife  concluded,  and  °V£>!.0t  * 

finally  ratified  on  the  1 ? 

following  Chrifimas-day.  This 
treaty  is  founded  upon,  or  includes 
all  the  principles,  which  can  ferve 
to  bind  and  cement,  in  the 
clofeft  and  molt  indiffoluble  union 
of  which  they  are  capable,  difiind 
nations  under  diftind  governments  5 
whereby  they  might  mutually  par¬ 
ticipate,  in  peace  or  in  war,  of 
good  or  of  evil ;  and  in  all  cafes 
adminifier  the  mofl  perfect  aid, 
counfel,  and  fuccour  to  each  other. 
It  may  indeed  be  confidered  as  a 
perfed  model  for  fuch  documents 
in  future  ;  and  is  not,  perhaps,  t® 
be  equalled  in  thefe  refpeds  by  any 
other  treaty  extant. 

Befides  the  general  fiipulations, 
of  the  parties  contributing  every 
thing  in  their  power  for  mutual  fe¬ 
curity,  and  for  their  refpedive  pre- 
fervation  in  tranquillity,  peace,  and 
neutrality,  they  guarantee  each 
other  in  the  adual  poflefiion  of  all 
their  efiates,  domains,  franchifes, 
and  liberties,  and  mutually  bind 
themfelves  to  proted  each  other 

from  all  hoflile  attacks  in  everv 

/ 

part  of  the  world.  If  their  united 
good  offices  and  exertions  for  the 
prefervation  of  peace,  with  refped 
to  either,  fhaJl  prove  ineffedual, 
they  are  to  aflllt  each  other  by  fea 
and  land,  in  the  following  propor¬ 
tions,  viz.  —  France  fhall  furnifh 
Holland  with  10,000  efFedive  infan¬ 
try,  z,ooo  cavalry,  with  twelve 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  fix  frigates ; 

and 
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and  their  high  migluinefTes,  in 
cafe  of  a  marine  war,  or  that  France 
fball  meet  with  any  hodilities  by 
fea,  {hill  Furnidl  fix  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  three  frigates ;  and  in 
cafe  of  an  attack  upon  the  territory 
of  France,  the  dates  general  fhall 
have  the  option  of  furnifhing  their 
land  contingent  as  they  like,  either 
in  money  or  troops,  at  the  eftimate 
of  5,000  infantry,  and  1,000  ca¬ 
valry.— -The  power  which  furnifhes 
the  iuccours,  whether  in  fhips  or 
men,  fhall  pay  and  fupport  them, 
wherever  they  may  be  employed,  or 
for  whatever  time,  by  the  ally,  and 
to  be  entirely  at  his  difpofal  during 
the  war,  being  immediately  fubject 
to  their  own  chief,  but  in  all  ope¬ 
rations  under  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  requiring  party  ;  and 
while  the  auxiliaries  remain  in  the 
ports  or  country  of  the  requiring 
party,  they  are  to  be  fupplied  with 
provi lions  and  neceffaries  upon  the 
fame  terms  with  his  own  fhips  and 
troops.  —  The  contracting  parties, 
as  foon  as  either  of  them  have  fur- 
isifhed  the  flip  ul  ate  d  fupply,  are 
bound  to  ,  keep  an  equal  number  of 
fhips  and  frigates  armed  and  in 
conflant  readinefs,  to  replace  luch 
as  may  be  loft  by  the  accidents  of 
war  or  fea.— -If  the  flipulated  fuc- 
cours  fliould  be  infufficient  for  the 
defence  of  the  requiring  party,  or 
for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  a  pro¬ 
per  pease,  they  fhall  be  augmented 
as  the  neceflity  may  require  ;  nay, 
they  fhall  affift  each  other  with  all 
their  forces,  if  neceffary  ;  it  being, 
however,  agreed,  that  the  contin¬ 
gent  of  troops  to  be  furnifhed  by 
the  dates  general  fhall  not  exceed 
20,000  infantry,  and  4,000  caval¬ 
ry,  and  that  they  are  in  all  cafes  to 
preferve  the  option,  of  furnifhing 
money  in  the  place,  of  land  forces. 


In  the  cafe  of  a  naval  war,  in 
which  neither  of  the  parties  are 
direCtly  concerned,  they  dial!  mu¬ 
tually  guarantee  to  each  other  the 
liberty  of  the  feas,  &c.  &c. —  If 
either  party  is  engaged  in  a  war, 
in  which  the  other  fhall  be  obliged 
to  take  a  direCt  part,  they  fhall 
concert  together  the  mod  effectual 
means  of  annoying  the  enemy,  and 
oblige  him  to  make  peace  ;  and 
neither  of  them  jhall  have  power  to 
difarm ,  to  make  or  receive  propofals 
of  peace  or  truce ,  without  th a  con- 
fen  t  of  the  other  ;  and  if  a  negocia- 
tion  fhall  be  opened,  it  fhall  not 
be  begun  and  followed  by  either  of 
the  parties,  without  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  other,  and  they  fhall 
make  each  other  acquainted  with 
all  that  paffes  in  the  faid  negocia- 
tion. — They  are  mutually  bound  to 
keep  their  forces  at  all  times  in 
good  condition,  and  either  party 
has  a  right  to  require  and  obtain 
from  the  other  whatever  fatisfac- 
tion  it  may  think  neceffary  refpeCt- 
ing  the  date  of  its  military,  and 
means  of  defence.— Both  parties 
fhall  faithfully  communicate  to  each 
other  thole  engagements  which  fub- 
fid  between  them  and  other  powers 
of  Europe,  which  are  to  remain  un¬ 
touched  ;  and  they  promife  not  to 
contract  any  f  uture  alliance  or  engage¬ 
ment  whatever ,  which  jhall  be  di¬ 
rectly  or  indirectly  contrary  to  the 
treaty. 

To  cement  the  union  dill  more 
drongly,  a  treaty  of  commerce  is 
ltipulated,  by  which  the  fubjeCts  on 
either  fide  are  to  be  treated  and 
confidered  by  the  other  as  the  mod 
favoured  nation.  And,  by  one  of 
the  feparate  articles  of  the  prefent, 
it  is  flipulated,  that  both  parties 
fhall,  as  much  as  podible,  further 
their  mutual  profperity  and  advan¬ 
tage. 
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tags,  by  rendering  each  other  every 
ajji(lancey  both  in  counfel  and fuccour , 
upon  all  occasions ,  and  not  agree  to 
any  treaties  or  negociations  which  may 
be  detrimental  to  each  other ,  but  Jhall 
give  'notice  of  any  fuch  negotiations > 
&c.  as  foon  as  they  are  propofed. — 
As  the  parties  were  at  liberty  to 
invite  fuch  other  powers  as  they 
thought  neceffary  to  join  in  this 
treaty,  it  is  evident  that  Holland 
may  be  confidered  as  virtually 
bound  to  become  a  party  to  the 
Bourbon  family-compadt,  in  its  full 
extent. 

Such  are  the  unexpected  revolu¬ 
tions  which  take  place  in  the  con¬ 
duct  and  actions  of  flates  as  well  as 
of  individuals.  All  the  fyltems  of 
policy  which  had  been  purfued  for 
two  centuries  by  the  maritime 
powers  in  the  fupport  of  a  balance  of 
power,  all  the  conventions,  trea¬ 
ties,  and  ties  of  union  between 
them,  founded  upon  the  feemingly 
unfailing  principles,  of  a  common 
intereh,  common  views,  common 
religion,  foreign  danger,  and  com¬ 
mon  defence,  were  now  at  once  done 
away  and  dilfolved. 

We  palTed  over  the  Spanilh  ex¬ 
pedition  againft  Algiers  in  the  year 
1784,  as  its  infertion  would  then 
have  interrupted  the  order  qf  our 
narrative,  in  the  recital  of  affairs 
which  were  of  far  greater  general 
intereft  and  concern.  The  little 
advantage  that  nad  been  produced 
by  former  expeditions  was  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  deter  the  court  of  Madrid 
from  farther  attempts  of  the  fame 
nature  ;  and  it  feemed  as  if  the 
animolity  was  fo  inveterate,  that  the 
annual  attacks  on  the  one  fide  were 
to  be  renewed,  and  the  deftrudtive 
piratical  war  on  the  other  perpetu¬ 
ated,  during  their  mutual  exigence. 

The  effedt  hitherto  produced  by 
thefe  repeated  attacks  on  the  fide  of 
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Spain,  had  indeed  been  very  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  all  the  Chriftian  Hates 
bordering  upon  the  Mediterranean. 
Their  ill  luccefs  ferved  at  once  to 
increafe,  in  a  very  extraordinary 
degree,  the  confidence,  fiercenefs, 
and  cruelty  of  the  Barbarians,  and 
while  they  excited  their  adven¬ 
ture  and  revenge,  infpired  them 
with  no  fmall  contempt  of  the  cou¬ 
rage  and  military  prowefs  of  their 
enemies.  Their  land  forces,  now 
inured  to  war,  had  learned  to  with- 
lland  regular  attacks  with  firmnefs, 
and  to  make  light  of  the  burlting 
of  Ihells,  and  the  roar  of  cannon  ; 
they  had  likewife  procured  good 
engineers,  lined  their  coafts  with 
batteries,  and  covered  them  with  a 
powerful  artillery. 

On  the  other  hand,  while  they 
fpared  no  pains  or  expence  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  fecurity  at  home,  their 
hoflile  exertions,  both  in  the  Ocean 
and  the  Mediterranean,  went  far  be¬ 
yond  any  thing  that  had  been  known 
fince  the  days  of  the  Barbaroffas, 
whether  with  refpedl  to  enterprize 
courage,  or  effedt ;  and  differed 
only  from  the  boldefc  enterprizes 
of  thofe  tyrants  of  the  fea,  in  their 
being  unmixed  and  purely  naval, 
and  the  force  not  being  in  any  de¬ 
gree,  or  at  leak  in  any  given  point, 
fo  vail.  The  improvements  in  their 
marine,  in  the  conllrudtion  and 
working  of  their  veffels,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  aids  which  they  de¬ 
rived  from  European  artificers  in 
building,  and  renegadoes  in  man¬ 
ning  them,  was  not  a  little  alio- 
nifhing.  The  Algerine  corfairs 
were  now  built  upon  the  model  of 
the  bell  European  frigates j  and 
the  defperate  intrepidity  with  which, 
under  whatever  difparity  of  force, 
•  they  fought  them  to  the  very  laid  ex¬ 
tremity,  with  the  Ikill  and  addrefs 
which  they  difplayed  in  adlion, 

would 
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would  not  have  difgraced  the  flag 
of  any  maritime  power  whatever. 
Indeed  it  feemed  necefiary,  that 
their  cruelty  fhould  prevent  the 
admiration  excited  by  their  cou¬ 
rage,  and  that  their  being  pirates 
Should  prevent  their  anions  from 
being  confidered  as  heroic. 

Spain,  along  with  her  own  great 
preparation,  thought  it  necefiary 
now  to  call  in  the  afliftance  of  fuch 
ef  her  friends  and  neighbours,  as 
were  from  fituation  in  circum- 
Ilances  fimilar  to  her  own.  Por¬ 
tugal  and  Naples  were  not  lefs  in- 
'fcereffed  in  quelling  the  rapacity  of 
that  nefl:  of  pirates  than  herfelf ; 
and  Malta  embarked  ptofefiionally 
in  all  fuch  enterprizes.  The  Ve¬ 
netians,  indeed,  were  already  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  war  with  Tunis  ;  and 
had  for  fome  time  been  farther  in¬ 
volved  in  a  very  troublefome  difpute 
with  their  younger  After,  the  re¬ 
public  of  Holland ;  which,  though 
proceeding  only  from  a  private 
mercantile  or  pecuniary  tranfaftion 
of  no  great  value,  had  been  con¬ 
duced  with  fuch  a  temper  on  both 
fides,  as  more  than  once  threatened 
the  moft  ferious  confequences. 

The  combined  armament  a- 
mounted  to  above  130  fail,  com- 
pofed  of  the  fame  orders  of  veffels 
which  we  have  heretofore  defcrib- 
ed ;  and  it  was  computed,  that 
more  than  16,000  feamen  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  their  equipment.  The 
ihips  of  the  line,  for  proteding  and 
covering  the  attacks,  were  more 
numerous,  and  of  a  greater  bulk 
and  weight  of  metal  than  in  the 
former  expedition  ;  the  rates  riflng 
from  fixty-four,  to  more  than 
eighty  guns.  Of  thefe,  four  were 
Spanilh,  two  Maltefe,  one  Sicilian, 
and  two  Portuguefe.  Three  Mal¬ 
tefe  gallies,  and  an  equal  number 
©f  Spa  nil'll,  were  very  full  of  men. 


their  complement  (the  flaves  we 
prefume  included)  being  little  Ihort 
of  600  each.  The  boats  for  guns, 
mortars,  and  howitzers,  were  en¬ 
tirely  Spanilh,  and  amounted  to 
71.  The  Neapolitans  and  Maltefe 
furnifhed  a  proportion  of  the  other 
veffels.  The  conduct  of  this  en¬ 
terprise,  as  of  the  former,  was 
committed  to  admiral  Don  Antonio 
Barceio. 


T  1  t  The  armament  ar- 
**  i  »  rived  before  Algiers  ear- 
‘  lier  than  in  the  preceding 

year,  and  the  firft  attack  took  place 
three  days  after.  The  Algerines 
were  in  a  much  more  formidable 
ftate  of  preparation  than  at  any 
former  period.  They  had  not  only 
adopted  the  Spanilh  method  of  con- 
ffructing  gun-boats,  go  a  number  at 
leaft  equal  with  thofe  of  the  affail- 
ants,  but  feem  to  have  improved  on 
the  model ;  for  they  are  faid  to 
have  been  flronger  and  more  effec¬ 
tive.  They  did  not,  however, 
venture  out  to  meet  the  combined 
armament,which  feems  to  have  been 
expeCed,  but  their  Ihips,  gallies, 
and  boats  were  drawn  up  with  great 
judgment,  and  in  excellent  order, 
at  about  half  cannon-fhot  diftance, 
in  the  front  of  their  forts  and  bat¬ 
teries,  which  were  covered  with  a 
tremendous  artillery. 

The  firft  attack  was  very  violent, 
and  fupported.  with  the  greateff: 
vigour  and  courage  for  above  fen 
hours  ;  nor  was  the  reflffance  lefs 
fierce.  Some  boats  were  blown  up 
on  both  fides,  but  more  on  that  of 
the  Algerines  ;  the  town  was  like- 
wife  fet  on  fire  by  the  fiiells,  and 
continued  to  burn  for  fome  hours. 
The  damage,  however,  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  very  confider- 
able,  and  it  was  all  that  the  town 
fullained  ;  for  in  feven  fucceeding 
attacks,  which  took  place  between 
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the  1 2th  and  the  21ft  of  July,  the 
combined  forces  were  never  able  to 
approach  near  enough  for  the  fhells 
to  take  effeft  ;  and  are  faid  to  have 
been  in  every  one  repulfed  with 
lofs,  and  furioufly  purfued  by  the 
Algerines,  even  under  the  cannon 
of  the  covering  line  of  battle  fhips. 

Immenfe  quantities  of  powder 
were  confumed,  and  of  fhot  and 
lhells  expended  on  both  fides>  in 
the  courfe  of  this  frequent  action  ; 
while  the  emulation  between  the 
different  nations  engaged  in  the 
combined  armament  occafioned  a 
continual  difplav  of  the  greateft 
valour.  A  knight  of  Malta,  who 
commanded  or  fought  in  one  of 
the  gallies,  declares  in  a  letter, 
(<  that  nothing  could  exceed  the 

gallantry  of  the  combined  fleets, 
4‘  except  the  warlike  fpirit  of  the 
f<  infidels.”  Though  the  enter- 
prize  neither  was  nor  could  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  fuccefs  that  was 
wifhed  or  expected,  yet,  it  was 
generally  acknowledged,  that  the 
commander  in  chief,  Don  Antonio 
Barcelo,  gained  the  higheft  ap- 
plaufe  and  honour  by  his  condufl 
and  gallantry  through  its  whole 
courfe.  He  even  propofed  and 
flrongly  contended,  notwithflanding 
the  repeated  failure  which  they  had 
experienced,  to  make  a  final  general 
attack,  with  a  view  of  forming  and 
forcing  their  way  into  the  pert  ; 
and  to  give  the  greater  efficacy  to 
the  defign,  intended  to  have  gone 
himfelf  on  board  one  of  the  bomb 
veffels  ;  but  in  this  he  was  oppofed 
by  the  uniform  opinion  of  all  the 
commanders,  both  natives  and  al¬ 
lies,  who  remonftrated  againfi  it, 
upon  the  greatnefs  of  the  danger, 
and  the  little  profpeft  there  was  of 
its  producing  any  adequate  effedl. 

It  mufl  afford  a  grateful  fatisfac- 
tion  to  every  Englifhman  to  find,  * 


that  even  in  this  diflant  enterprize, 
and  in  which  we  had  no  concern, 
the  martial  and  naval  renown  of  his 
country  fliould  have  been  nobly 
fupported  by  the  gallantry  of  an 
individual.  Mr.  Henry  Vernon, 
nephew  to  the  brave  and  once  ce¬ 
lebrated  admiral  of  that  name,  hav¬ 
ing  ferved  as  a  volunteer  in  this  ex¬ 
pedition,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  with 
fuch  marked  enterprize,  conduct, 
and  gallantry,  in  all  the  moil:  ar¬ 
duous  occafions  which  were  afford¬ 
ed  by  the  various  attacks  and  re¬ 
treats  which  took  place  in  the  fevers 
conflicts  with  this  fierce  enemy,  as 
to  attraft  the  notice  and  excite  the 
admiration  of  all  the  commanders 
of  the  different  nations  prefent. 
In  one  of  thefe  he  is  faid  to  have 
faved  the  life  of  Don  Barcelo,  when 
the  boat  in  which  they  both  were 
was  flruck  by  a  cannon-fhot  from 
one  of  the  forts.  And  though  he 
was  wounded  in  the  7th  attack,  yet, 
in  fo  confpicuous  a  light  was  his 
valour  and  merit  confidered,  that  it 
was  intended  he  fhould  command 
one  of  the  two  leading  fhips,  which 
were  to  attempt  forcing  their  way 
into  the  port,  in  the  final  attack 
propofed  by  Don  Barcelo. 

It  being  agreed  in  a  council  of 
war,  that  nothing  farther  could  be 
attempted  with  any  probability  of 
fuccefs  againfi  the  places  their  am¬ 
munition  likewife  being  nearly  ex- 
haufled,  and  the  weather  becoming 
foul,  it  was  determined  to  return  to 
Spain.  But  before  the  neceffary 
preparations  could  be  well  made, 
fuch  a  temped  came  on  in  the  night 
of  the  22d  of  July,  that  the  Blips 
were  obliged  incontinently  to  put 
out  to  fea ;  and  it  was  fuppofed  that 
they  left  more  than  a  hundred  an¬ 
chors  and  cables  behind  in  taking 
their  leave  of  Algiers. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


View  of  the  char  after  of  the  late  parliament.  Enormous  fupplies  voted 
in  its  frjl  fejjion.  Fruitlefs  expenditure  of  this  fubfdy  occafions  the 
refolutions  which  terminated  the  American  war.  Evidence  of  the 
parliament* s  independence .  Enumeration  of  important  matters  in  which 
it  was  engaged.  Refcinds  the  fasnous  reflation  refpefting  the  Mid- 
dlefex  eleftion.  Difappoints  many ,  by  not  profecuting  certain  enquiries, 
&c.  During  the  jhort  fp ace  of  two  years ,  faw  no  lejs  than  five  minifiers 
in  fucceffion.  Different  opinions  on  its  interference  in  their  appointment  and 
removal.  Well  inclined  to  fupport  the  meafiures  of  the  minifier  in  power  at 
the  time  of  its  eleftion.  The  campaign  of  1781  caufes  univerfal  alarm,  and 
occafions  the  commons  to  interfere  to  procure  a  change  of  councils.  Minifier 
acquiefces .  Delay  in  appointing  a  new  minifiry  occafions  a.  threat  of  with¬ 
holding  the  fupplies.  Complexion  of  the  new  adminifiration.  Honourably 
fupport  ed.  N ego  dates  the  peace  ;  which  is  cenfured  in  parliament .  The 
celebrated  coalition  formed .  The  minifier ,  in  confequence ,  retires.  Power 
acquired  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  confequence  of  the  coalition .  Different 
opinions  entertained  of  that  circumfiance .  The  leaders  of  the  coalition 
fucceed  to  the  minifiry  ;  but  are  difmiffed,  and  a  fifth  minifiry  appointed. 
Addreffes  for.  its  removal.  Advantageous  ground,  poffeffed  by  the  court, 
favourable  to  refift  the  praftice  of  dif?ni(fing  a  minifier  at  the  reqitfition 
of  the  commons.  King*  s  anfwer  to  thofe  addreffes,  calling  for fpecific  charges 
againfi  the  minifiers,  a  meafure  well  calculated  to  throw  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  fuch  parliamentary  proceedings.  Infiances  in  illufiration  thereof. 
Firmnefs  of  the  commons .  Their  diffolution.  Advantages  poffeffed  by  the 
minifiry  upon  that  event.  Caufes  of  the  fupport  the  minifiry  received  from 
the  people.  More  than  160  members  lofi  their  feats.  Meeting  of  the  new 
parliament.  Former  fpeaker  re-chofen.  Subfiance  of  his  majefiy* s fpeech. 
Addreffes.  Mr.  JBurke*s  fpeech  on  the  meafure  of  dffolving  the  late 
parliament.  His  prop  of  ed  remonfirance  to  the  throne.  Commutation  aft  — 
debate  thereon.  Bills'  for  fettling  the  Eafi  India  dividend,  for  refpite  of 
duties,  and  for  the  better  government  of  the  affairs  of  that  company  ;  ana- 
lyfis  of  the  latter,  and  fkeich  of  the  debates  thereon.  The  budget— -its 
contents.  Bill  for  the  refioration  of  efiates  forfeited  in  the  rebellion  of 
1745.  -  be  Lord  Chancellor's  argument  againfi  it;  it  however  paffes. 

Conclufion  of  the  fiffion.  Subfiance  of  the  king* s  fpeech. 


EFORE  we  proceed  to  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  new  parliament, 
which  was  appointed  to  meet  on 
the  1 8th  of  May,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  take  a  fnort  view  of 
the  character  of  the  late  parlia¬ 
ment,  with  the  diffolution  of  which 
we  clofed  the  6th  chapter. 

Perhaps  no  parliament  ever  fate 
in  Great  Britain  that  was  engaged 


in  deliberations  of  greater  magni¬ 
tude  and  importance,  that  caufed 
more  fignal  revolutions  in  the  ad¬ 
min  iffrati  on  of  public  affairs,  or 
that  faw  the  principles  of  the  condi- 
tution  more  violently  agitated  and 
fhaken. 

In  the  drft  feffion,  the  houfe  of 
commons  gave  a  confpicuous  proof 
of  its  liberality  and  zeal  for  the  fup- 
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port  of  government,  by  voting  fup- 
plies  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
twenty-one  millions  fterling.  The 
fruitlefs  expenditure  of  this  enor¬ 
mous  fubfidy  produced,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  feffion  the  two  celebrated 
refolutions  which  put  an  end  to  the 
American  war,  and  at  the  fame 
time  averted,  the  right  of  the  com¬ 
mons  to  controul,  by  their  authori¬ 
tative  advice,  the  exercife  of  one 
of  the  moll  undoubted  prerogatives 
of  the  crown.  Thefe  votes  were 
carried  in  direCl  oppofition  to,  and 
in  the  face  of  the  mod  ftrenuous 
exertions  of  the  court  party :  they 
militated  direCtly,  and  in  their 
certain  confequences,  againft  the 
interefts  of  feveral  powerful  claffes 
of  members  of  parliament,  and  are 
therefore  ftrongly  infilled  on  as  a 
proof  of  the  integrity  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  that  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  colleClively  confidered. 

It  next  appears  in  the  charaCler 
of  a  reformer.  By  the  bill  for  re¬ 
gulating  the  civil  lift  eftablilh- 
ments,  thirty-fix  offices,  tenable 
bv  members  of  parliament,  were 
abolilhed,  and  an  order  of  pay¬ 
ment  was  framed,  which  rendered 
the  accumulation  of  any  future  debt 
impra&icable.  On  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple  of  reformation  of  their  own 
houfe,  connected  with  a  principle 
of  public  ceconomy,  the  commons 
palled  an  aCt  foir  rendering  con¬ 
tractors  with  government  incapable 
of  fitting  in  parliament.  On  the 
fame  principles,  a  bill  was  palled 
to  difqualify  all  officers  concerned 
in  the  collection  of  any  branch  of 
the  revenue  from  voting  in  elec¬ 
tions  for  members  of  parliament. 
On  the  fame  principles,  feveral  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Exchequer  were  fup- 
preffed,  and  the  reft,  whofe  emolu- 
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ments  were  exceffive  and  grew  in 
exaCt  proportion  to  the  burthens  of 
the  public,  were  reduced  to  mode¬ 
rate  and  fixed  falaries.  On  the 
fame  principles,  feveral  important 
regulations,  and  the  remedy  of  in¬ 
finite  corruptions,  diforders  andop- 
preffions,  were  provided  for  in  the 
bill  for  the  management  of  the 
Eaft  India  company’s  affairs,  which 
was  rejected  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 
By  the  aCt  for  regulating  the  office 
of  paymafter  general,  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  the  public  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymalter,  which  had 
fometimes  amounted  to  upwards  of 
a  million,  was  prevented,  and  the 
interefts  of  fuejh  monies  thereby 
laved  to  the  public  in  future.  The 
fame  houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  af- 
ierting  the  freedom  of  elections, 
and  the  rights  of  the  electors,  re- 
feinded  the  famous  refolutio'n  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Middlefex  election,  and 
expunged  it  from  their  journals. 

In  its  inquilitorial  capacity,  its 
conduCt  has  not  been  univerfaily 
received  with  the  fame  approba¬ 
tion.  Many  looked  for  an  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  caufes  and  conduCt 
of  the  American  war  ;  others  re¬ 
gard  as  a  notorious  failure  of  duty, 
that  the  India  delinquents  were  not 
profecuted  to  condign  puniihment ; 
and  others  expeCted  a  more  vigo¬ 
rous  inveftigation  of  the  faCts  re¬ 
lative  to  the  undue  influence  exer- 
cifed  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  the 
impeachment  of  the  inftruments  em¬ 
ployed  therein. 

But  the  mol  important  point  of 
view,  in  which  the  late  parliament 
claims  our  attention,  remains  ftill 
to  be  confidered.  During  the  fhort 
period  of  two  years,  that  parlia¬ 
ment  faw  no  lefs  than  five  minifters, 
in  fucceffion,  at  the  head  of  public 
affairs.  In  the  removal  or  appoint¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  thefe,  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  took  no  inconfiderable  part ; 
and  its  condud  therein  has  been 
varioully  reprefented  ;  on  the  one 
fide,  as  actuated  by  a  fpirit  of  faction, 
which  threatened  the  deftrudion  of 
the  very  forms  of  our  government ; 
on  the  other,  as  fupporting,  with  a 
becoming  fieadinefs  and  perfeve- 
rance,  the  true  principles  and  fpirit 
of  the  conftitution . 

The  minifter,  under  whofe  au- 
fpices  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
eleded,  at  a  conjundure  highly 
favourable  to  the  interefts  of  the 
Court,  found  them,  as  was  naturally 
to  be  expeded,  inclined  to  give 
government  the  moil;  liberal  and 
unreferved  fupport,  a  proof  of  which 
we  have  already  had  occaiion  to 
mention.  But  the  unfortunate  cam¬ 
paign  of  1781,  having  caufed  an 
univerfal  alarm  for  the  fafety  and 
very  being  of  the  empire,  the  houfe 
of  commons  found  it  neceifary  to 
interfere  by  their  authoritative  ad¬ 
vice,  and  to  indicate  their  wiihes 
for  an  entire  change  of  councils. 
The  minifter,  fo  foon  as  he  per¬ 
ceived  that  he  was  no  longer  in 
pofteffion  of  the  confidence  of  the 
houfe,  declared  himfelf  ready  to 
refign  his  office  whenever  his  ma- 
jefty  ftiould  think  fit  to  name  his 
fucceflor.  Some  delay  intervening 
in  the  appointment  of  the  new  ad- 
xniniftradon,  fo  jealous  were  the 
commons  of  their  authority,  that 
threats  were  thrown  out  of  having 
recourfe  to  the  moft  violent  of  ail 
parliamentary  expedients,  that  of 
hopping  the  fupplies  of  govern¬ 
ment*,  if  the  defires  of  the  houfe 
fhould  not  be  fpeedily  complied 
with. 


The  next  adminiftration,  although 
formed  out  of  a  party  whofe  ftrength 
in  parliament  had  never  appeared 
in  point  of  numbers  to  be  very 
confiderable,  and  though  generally 
fuppofed  not  to  enjoy  the  perfect 
good-will  of  the  court,  met,  not¬ 
withstanding  thefe  difcouraging  ap¬ 
pearances,  with  an  honourable  and 
independant  fupport  during  its  fhort 
exiftence.  I 

The  adminiftration  of  the  noble 
earl,  to  whom  his  majefty  next  en- 
trufted  the  direction  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  pafted  almoft  entirely  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament.  It  fell 
unfortunately  to  his  lot,  and  that 
of  his  colleagues,  to  negociate  the 
terms  of  a  general  peace,  which 
was  figned  at  Verfaiiles,  on  the 
20th  of  January  1783.  Upon  the 
aftembling  of  parliament,  this  mea- 
fure  was  the  firft  fubjed  of  their 
deliberations,  and  was  judged  to 
deferve  a  ftrong  and  fevere  cen- 
fure.  About  the  fame  time  an 
event  took  place,  which  appearing 
evidently  to  have  his  difmifiion  for 
one  of  its  principal  objeds,  caufed 
the  minifter  to  retire  without  a 
ftruggle. 

This  event  was  the  celebrated 
coalition  ;  and  it  was  on  this  oc- 
cafton  that  the  charge  of  fadion 
and  violence  was  firft  brought  for¬ 
ward  againft  that  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  There  certainly  can  be  no 
doubt,  but  that  in  confequence  of 
this  junction  the  houfe  of  commons 
was  enabled  to  effeduate  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  minifter  whofe  mif- 
condud  they  had  juft  condemned  ; 
nay  farther,  perhaps  to  limit  the 
king,  in  the  choice  of  new  minif- 
ters,  to  certain  individual  objeds  $ 


*  See  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt’s  (now  lord  Camelford)  fpeech  in  the  debates 
ef 1782. 
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and  this,  in  the  language  of  many, 
who,  though  violent  affertors  of  the 
authority  of  the  commons  on  a  fi- 
milar  occafion,  but  ten  months 
before,  profelfed,  on  the  prefent, 
an  uncommon  zeal  for  the  prero¬ 
gative  of  the  crown,  was  repre¬ 
sented  as  forcing  the  king’s  clofet, 
trampling  on  the  monarchy,  and 
taking  the  fceptre  out  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  hands :  but,  on  the  other  fide, 
thefe  effe&s  were  faid  to  be  the 
natural  and  inevitable  confequences 
of  that  fyftem  of  policy,  and  thofe 
eilablilhed  maxims  of  the  conkitu- 
tion,  which  had  invariably,  and  fo 
happily,  prevailed  ever  lince  the 
acceffion  of  the  prefent  family  to 
the  throne,  and  bv  which  the  jar¬ 
ring  theoretic  rights  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  legiflature  could 
alone  be  fafely  adjulled. 

However  this  may  be,  there  was 
no  attempt  at  that  moment  to  affert 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  any 
further  than  in  debate ;  and  the 
leaders  of  the  coalition  confequent- 
!y  fucceeded,  according  to  eilablilh¬ 
ed  practice,  to  the  offices  of  their 
vanquished  adverfaries. 

We  have  already  related  the 
grounds  on  which  his  majelly  dif- 
milfed  this  min iftry  ( the  fo  urth  within 
the  year)  from  his  fervice  ;  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  fifth  minillry,  the 
high  offence  which  feveral  circum- 
llances  attending  thofe  two  mea- 
fures  gave  to  th^  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  their  addreffes  to  his 
majelly  thereupon,  for  the  removal 
of  his  new  m millers*  Some  ad¬ 
vantageous  ground,  which  was  at 
this  time  in  poffeffion  of  the  court, 
made  it  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  attempting  to  refill  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  difmiffirtg  a  miniller  at  the 
Srequifition  of  the  commons,  which, 
if  not  adlually  trenching  on  the 
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prerogative,  was  confidered  as  too 
deeply  affecting  the  perfonal  con- 
fequence  of  the  fovereign.  On  the 
two  former  occafions,  charges  of  a 
criminal  nature  either  were  or  were 
ready  to  be  brought  forward  again# 
the  miniller,  whole  removal  was 
fought  after  ;  and  it  is  probable, 
that  the  ready  compliance,  at  thofe 
times,  with  the  wiihes  of  the  com¬ 
mons,  was  chiefly  owing  to  their 
fears  of  provoking  an  hollile  en¬ 
quiry  into  their  conduct.  On  the 
prefent,  the  miniller  was  new  in 
his  office,  and  confequently  unim¬ 
peachable  as  to  his  conduct  there¬ 
in  ;  and  the  king  was  therefore 
advifed,  in  anfwer  to  the  requi- 
fitions  of  his  parliament,  to  call 
for  the  fpecific  charges,  which  were 
the  grounds  of  thofe  requifitions,  as 
an  effential  part  of  the  proceeding  ; 
fagaciouily  forefeeing,  that  if  this 
principle  was  once  admitted,  it 
would  often  throw  infuperable  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  the  way  of  all  fuch  par¬ 
liamentary  proceedings.  The  tranf- 
adions  of  the  lail  year  furnilhed 
two  ftrong  proofs  of  the  truth  of 
this  fpeculation.  It  might  well  be 
doubted,  for  inllance,  whether  the 
houfe  of  commons  could  have  been 
brought  to  adopt  a  charge  againlt 
the  miniller  of  the  American  war, 
in  which  they  fo  long  and  fo  hearti¬ 
ly  fupported  him,  notwithllanding 
they  were  convinced  that  his  re¬ 
moval  was  a  meafure  neceffary  for 
the  falvation  of  the  country?  and, 
again,  whether  the  maker  of  the 
late  peace  could  have  been  for¬ 
mally  charged  and  tried  for  that 
a6t,  without  endangering  the  public 
faith  ?  The  houfe  of  commons  con¬ 
tinuing  fixed  and  unlhaken  in  the 
fupport  of  what  they  deemed  their 
privileges  and  authority,  recourfe 
was  had  to  the  lail  expedient  which 
[  K  ]  remained. 
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remained,  that  of  a  diftblution  ;  the 
confequences  of  which  we  now  pro¬ 
ceed  to  lay  before  our  readers. 

The  advantages  which  the  nu- 
nifterial  party  pofiefs  over  their 
opponents,  upon  aprem.  ture  diifo- 
lution  of  n  parliament,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  precife  time  when 
the  writs  for  the  new  elections  will 
be  ilfued,  are  known  to  be  at  all 
times  very  confiderable  ;  but,  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  a  variety  of 
circumftances  concurred,which  tend¬ 
ed  to  throw  great  additional  weight 
into  the  fame  feale. 

During  the  three  preceding 
months,  the  majority  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  feemed  more  anxious 
to  prevent  a  dilfolution,  than  to 
provide  for  their  individual  fecu- 
rity  in  cafe  fuch  an  event  fhould 
take  place.  They  appear  to  have 
confined  their  views  fo  entirely  to 
the  obje&s  for  which  they  were 
contending  in  parliament,  as  to 
have  totally  negleCted  bGth  their 
general  interefts  in  the  nation,  and 
their  particular  connections  as  re- 
prefentatives.  They  beheld  ad- 
dreiies  pour  in  from  every  quarter, 
without  any,  or  at  belt  but  feeble 
and  ill-concerted  attempts  either 
to  oppofe  them  in  their  progrefs, 
or  invalidate  them  by  counter¬ 
petitions.  Thus,  whatever  motion 
there  was  in  the  country,  being  all 
on  one  fide,  and  in  one  direction, 
it  appeared  to  be  more  general 
than  perhaps  it  really  was.  It 
acquired,  neverthelefs,  by  degrees, 
great  fitength  mid  force,  and  not 
only  drew  within  its  vortex  every 
thing  that  was  light  and  afloat, 
but  carried  away  even  thofe  whofe 
principles  were  imagined  to  be 
more  deeply  rooted.  No  ties,  no  at¬ 
tachments  were  able  to  hold  againll 
it.  Friendlhip,  gratitude,  and  even 


dependency,  gave  way.  Several 
in  fiances  occurred,  during  the  en  - 
fuing  eleClions,  in  which  the  agents 
and  fervants  of  great  men  were 
found  acting  openly  and  avowedly 
againft  the  party  of  their  em¬ 
ployers. 

To  thefe  obfervations  it  muft  be 
added,  that  the  objeCt,  upon  which 
the  contefi  between  the  houfe  of 
commons  and  the  court  firft  broke 
out,  and  the  points  which  came 
afterwards  to  be  difputed  between 
them,  were  not  of  a  kind  fufficient- 
ly  popular  to  make  their  own  way 
amongft  the  people  at  large.  The 
ftate  of  the  Britifii  empire  in  the 
eaft  was  not  at  all  felt,  and  but 
little  heard  of  or  underfiood  by 
them.  The  privileges  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  though  the  foundation 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  do 
not  appear  at  firft  light  to  have  a 
neceffary  connection  with  them  and 
fome  pains  had  been  taken,  during 
the  prefent  reign,  to  render  them 
odious,  by  fetting  them  up  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  claims  of  the  people. 
Perhaps  nothing  requires  greater 
management  and  addrefs,  than  the 
ufe  of  delegated  authority.  As  fear 
is  the  pafiion  excited  by  inherent 
power,  fo  are  envy  and  jealouiy  by 
that  which  is  delegated.  We  can¬ 
not  give  away  any  power,  even 
though  we  are  not  able  to  exercife 
it  ourfelves,  without  regarding  the 
perfon  who  receives  it  in  the  fame 
difagreeable  light  that  the  mifer 
does  his  heir. 

On  the  other  hand,  adminifira- 
tion  poftefted  many  great  and  pecu¬ 
liar  advantages.  Being  eafed,  by 
the  prevalence  of  their  adverfaries 
in  parliament,  of  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  burthen  of  their  public  du¬ 
ty,  they  found  themfelves  at  fuffi- 
cient  leifure  to  prepare  for  an  event, 
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at  all  times  within  their  power,  and 
which  was  fo  cautiouily  concealed 
as  to  have  drawn  on  the  minifter 
the  imputation  of  a  breach  of  faith. 
Indeed  the  novelty  of  the  meafure 
itfelf,  the  dangerous  confequences 
that  mio-ht  arife  from  it,  the  an- 
fwer  received  frojn  the  king  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  affairs  of  India,  the 
affurances  conveyed  to  the  houfe 
from  Mr.  Pitt,  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  examine  papers 
from  the  India  houfe,  which  took 
place,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  a 
few  days  before  the  diffolution,  kept 
the  minds  of  their  opponents  at 
leaf!  in  a  ftate  of  inactive  fufpence, 
which  caufed  the  diffolution  at 
length  to  burfl  upon  them  totally 
and  univerfally  unprepared. 

Thefe  advantages  were  not  neg- 
ledted,  and  power,  activity,  and 
popularity,  were  exerted  on  a  field 
negledted  and.  almod  deferted  by 
the  adverfary.  The  event  proved 
fuch  as  it  was  natural  to  expeft. 
Upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fixty 
members  loll  their  feats,  and  of 
thefe  almofl  the  whole  number  were 
the  friends  of  the  late  adminiftra- 
tion.  So  complete  a  rout  ofwhatwas 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  ftrong- 
ed  and  moll  powerful  parties  that 
ever  exided  in  Great  Britain,  is 
fcarcely  to  be  credited. 

Amongfl  the  irrterefls  which  on 
this  occafion  joined  the  court,  that 


of  the  diffenters,  and  of  the  Eaft 
India  company  and  its  fervants, 
were  the  mod  confiderable. 

On  the  1 8th  of  May,  both  houfes 
being  affembled  with  the  ufual  for¬ 
malities,  the  houfe  of  commons 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  ipeak- 
er,  when  Mr.  Cornwall  was  again 
placed  in  the  chair.  The  day  fol¬ 
lowing,  his  majelly  in  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne  declared  the  caufes 
of  his  calling  the  parliament.  He 
allured  them  of  the  fatisfahlion  he 
had  in  meeting  them,  after  recur¬ 
ring,  in  fo  important  a  moment,  to 
the  fenle  of  his -.people  ;  and  of  his 
reliance,  that  they  were  animated 
by  the  fame  fentiments  of  loyalty 

and  attachment  to  the  conditution, 

/ 

which  had  been  fo  fully  manifelled 
throughout  the  kingdom.  He  then 
diredted  their  attention  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  public  credit,  to  the 
fupport  of  the  ellablifhed  revenues, 
and  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eall  India 
company :  and,  after  warning  them 
againd  adopting  any  meafures  for 
the  regulation  of  thefe  lad,  which 
might  affedt  the  conditution  and 
our  dearell  intereds  at  home,  con¬ 
cluded  with  exprelhng  his  inclina¬ 
tions  to  fupport  and  maintain  in 
their  juft  balance  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  every  branch  of  the 
legidature  #. 

The  ftrong  expreflions,  inferted 
in  the  addreffes,  of  fatisfaclion  and 
gratitude  to  his  majefty  for  having 


*  Before  the  motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs,  Mr.  Lee,  in  a  long  fpeech, 
dated  to  the  houfe  the  conduct  of  the  high  bailiff  of  Wedminder,  vrho  had 
negledled  making  a  return  to  the  writ  of  election,  on  pretence  of  not  having 
dnilhed  the  fcrutiny  into  the  legality  of  the  votes,  and  concluded  with  moving 
a  refolution,  declaring  it  to  be  £t  his  duty  to  return  two  citizens  to  fervc  for  the 
faid  city.11  This  motion,  after  a  long  debate,  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of 
283  to  136.  As  this  remarkable  canfe,  though  frequently  agitated  during  the 
firft  fedions  of  this  parliament,  was  not  brought  to  a  conclufion  till  the  fecond, 
we  fhall  refer  the  reader  to  that  period  of  our  hi  dory  for  a  fuli  account  of  the 
arguments  and  proceedings  thereon, 

[  K  2  ]  didolved 
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difiblved  the  late  parliament,  oc- 
cafioned  a  Ihort  debate.  The  ne- 
ceflity  of  having  recourfe  to  that 
meafure,  in  order  to  fettle  a  firm 
and  conftitutional  adminiftration, 
was  ftrenuoully  urged  on  the  one 
fide  ;  and,  on  the  other,  this  ne- 
ceffity  was  as  ftrenuoully  denied, 
unlefs  it  could  be  proved  that  the 
exigence  of  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion  was  indilpenfably  neceflary 
either  to  the  fafety  or  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  country. 

With  refpeft  to  the  fenfe  of  the 
people,  which  it  was  faid  had  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  decilively  in  favour 
of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  fome 
of  thofe  members,  who  had  for¬ 
merly  taken  an  aftive  part  with 
Mr.  Pitt  in  the*  attempt  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  more  equal  reprefentation 
in  parliament,  demanded  on  what 
grounds  he  could  pretend  that  the 
genuine  fenfe  of  the  people  had 
been  collefted  in  the  new  ele&ions, 
ftnce  he  had  himfelf  enforced  the 
necefiity  of  a  reformation,  on  the 
very  fuppofition  that  the  people, 
as  the  law  then  ftood,  had  little  or 
nothing  to  do  with  them. 

An  amendment  was  propofed,  to 
leave  out  fuch  parts  of  the  addrefs 
as  related  to  the  above-mentioned 
points,  but  was  rejefted  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  1 6  8. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe  was  again  called 
to  this  important  fu bjeft  by  Mr. 
Burke,  in  a  fpeech  of  great  length, 
in  which  he  examined  with  great 
freedom  the  dangerous  principles 
upon  which  that  aft  of  power  was 
both  executed  and  defended  by 
government. 

He  remarked,  that  the  queftion 
might  not  appear  at  that  time  of 
very  great  con.feque.nce  to  fome 
gentlemen  :  but  to  him  it  appeared 
of  the  ut  moil  magnitude  and  im- 
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portance  ;  and  he  was  not  alhamed 
to  confefs,  that  his  whole  mind  and 
foul  were  full  of  it.  A  parliament 
had  been  fentenced,  condemned, 
and  executed,  and  no  notice  had 
yet  been  taken  of  fo  great  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  an  event !  if  the  mean- 
eft  liibjeft  in  the  land  had  died  fud- 
denly  or  by  violent  means,  an  in- 
queft  would  have  taken  cognizance 
of  the  cafe,  and  enquired  into  the 
caufes  of  his  death  ;  but  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
put  to  a  violent  death  ;  and  ne  co¬ 
roner  had  yet  held  an  inqueft  on 
the  body  1  no  enquiry  had  been 
made  whether  it  had  been  felo  de 
fe,  or  murdered,  or  jure  csefus  ! 
Hid  the  people  then  think  the  bid¬ 
den  death  of  parliament  was  a  fub- 
jeft  too  trifling  for  enquiry  ?  or  did 
they  think  that  all  which  might 
have  been  apprehended  from  fuch 
a  death,  had  perifhed  with  the  par¬ 
liament  ?  He  feared  that  the  fatal 
confequences  of  it  would  long  fur- 
vive  it,  and  be  entailed  on  future 
parliaments. 

Much  had  been  faid  of  the  fenfe 
of  the  people,  as  the  grounds  on 
which  minifters  might  reft  their 
defence  of  the  late  diffolution ; 
and  on  this  head  he  was  rea¬ 
dy  to  confefs  y  that  the  fenfe  of 
the  people,  however  erroneous  at 
times,  mull:  always  govern  the  le- 
giflature  of  this  country  :  but  it 
was  difficult  to  colleft  that  fenfe  : 
and  it  was  fometimes  the  duty  of 
the  better  informed  and  more  en¬ 
lightened  part  of  the  community  to 
refift  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  when 
it  appeared  that  the  people  were 
deceived  or  milled.  For  his  part, 
he  did  not  think  that  the  wifer  part 
of  the  public  approved  of  the  diffo- 
lution  of  the  late  parliament,  or 
difapproved  of  the  meafures  which 
avowedly  were  the  occafions  of  that 

event. 
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event.  The  people  might  be  di¬ 
vided  into  three  clafles,  one  com- 
pofed  of  perfons  who,  dazzled  with 
the  luftre  of  the  crown,  can  never 
bring  themfelves  to  think  that  go¬ 
vernment  may  be  in  the  wrong  ; 
they  were  the  political  highflyers, 
who  made  it  a  point  to  fupport  the 
crown  a  tort  et  a  travers  :  this 
clafs,  he  faid,  was  very  numerous ; 
and  in  it,  he  was  lorry  to  add,  were 
to  be  found  many  very  refpedlable 
characters.  In  the  fecond  clafs,  he 
placed  thofe  who,  the  fworn  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  crown,  were  ever  ready 
to  fall  upon  the  houfe  of  commons, 
becaufe  they  conceived  that  houfe 
to  be  the  conftitutional  guardians 
and  defenders  of  that  fpecies  of 
monarchy  which  in  this  country 
had  ever  been  thought  neceffary 
for  the  well-being  of  government. 
Thefe  two  bodies  of  men,  he  faid, 
generally  united  in  running  down 
the  houfe  of  commons,  though  with 
the  mod  oppofite  views.  The  third 
clafs  confided  of  all  thofe  perfons 
who  did  not  enter  into  the  other 
two  :  they  were  the  moderate  and 
impartial,  who,  alike  friends  to  the 
crown  and  to  the  democratic  part 
of  the  conftitution,  \vifhed  to  main¬ 
tain  both  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  refpective  prerogatives  and 
privileges.  Of  thefe,  he  would  not 
hefltate  to  fay,  full  three  fourths 
went  heart  and  hai*d  with  the  late 
houfe  of  commons  ;  the  other  fourth 
part,  he  believed,  had  been  driven, 
by  mifreprefentations,  into  a  con¬ 
federacy  with  two  claftes  of  men, 
whofe  principles  they  equally  de- 
tefted,  the  lovers  of  abfolute  mo¬ 
narchy,  and  the  fworn  enemies  of 
every  fpecies  of  regal  government. 
He  trufted,  indeed,  that  many  of 
them  had  lately  been  undeceived  : 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  houfe  of 


commons  to  warn  the  remainder  of 
the  dangers  to  which  they  expofed 
their  liberties,  through  the  delufion 
under  which  they  adled. 

He  feared,  he  faid,  there  was  a 
fettled  plan  to  deftroy,  not  the  form, 
but  the  eflence  and  efficacy  of  the 
houfe  of  commons.  Doctrines  big 
with  danger  to  the  conftitution,  had 
been  broached  within  the  laft  two 
years,  firffc  by  a  noble  lord  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  adminiftration 
before  the  laft  (the  Earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne)  and  lately  revived  by  the 
minifter  who  had  received  his  po¬ 
litical  education  at  the  feet  of  Ga¬ 
maliel.  In  a  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
at  the  opening  of  the  feftion  before 
the  laft,  the  king  was  made  to  fay 
by  that  minifter,  that  the  people 
expected.” 

This  affumption  of  the  tribunitian 
power  by  the  fovereign  was  truly 
alarming:.  When  Auguftus  Casfar 
modeftly  confented  to  become  the 
tribune  of  the  people,  Rome  gave 
up  into  the  hands  of  that  prince  the 
only  remaining  fhield  fhe  had  to 
protect  her  liberty. 

The  tribunitian  power  in  this 
country,  as  in  antient  Rome,  was 
wifely  kept  diftinCt  and  feparate 
from  the  executive  power  :  in  this 
government  it  is  conftitutionally 
lodged  in  the  houfe  of  commons  ; 
and  to  that  houfe  the  people  ought 
firft  to  carry  their  complaints,  eve* 
when  they  were  directed  againft  the 
meafures  of  the  houfe  itfelf :  but 
now  the  people  were  taught  to  pafs 
by  the  door  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  fupplicate  the  throne  for 
the  protection  of  their  liberties.  He 
warned  the  members  to  beware  of 
this  double  houfe  of  commons, 
which  minifters  were  creeling  on 
the  foundation  of  their  deluiion  ; 
the  commons  of  England  in  parlia- 
[  K  ]  3.  meat 
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ment  affembled  ;  and  the  commons 
of  England  in  corporation  and 
county  meeting  difperfed  : — an  art¬ 
ful  minifter  would  craftily  play  off 
the  one  after  the  other  :  he  would 
make  ufe  of  a  pliant  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  to  opprefs  the  people  ;  and  of 
a  deluded  people,  to  awe  a  refrac¬ 
tory  or  independant  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  If  the  proceedings  of  the 
late  parliament  had  been  really  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  people,  why  had 
they  not  petitioned  that  houfe 
againd  thofe  proceedings  ?  If  they 
had  petitioned,  and  their  prayer 
had  been  difregarded,  or  treated 
with  contempt,  the  addreffes  to  the 
throne  for  a  diffolution  of  parlia¬ 
ment  would  have  been  extremely 
proper.  When  public  ceconomv 
became  the  general  wilh  of  the 
people,  petitions  were  prefented,  not 
to  the  crown,  but  to  the  houfe  of 
commons ;  but  means  had  been  con¬ 
trived  of  late  fo  to  delude  the  people, 
as  to  make  them  the  very  inftruments 
of  the  degradation  of  that  branch  of 
the  government ;  the  dedru&ion  of 
which  mud  neceffarily  be  attended 
with  the  lofs  of  their  liberty. 

The  Ead  India  bill  had  been 
made  the  fpecious  pretext  of  the 
diffolution  :  it  was  reprefented  as  a 
violent  attack  upon  the  franchifes 
of  the  people,  an  invadon  of  the 
royal  prerogative,  and  a  medium 
through  which  the  late  miniders  in¬ 
tended  to  have  fecured  to  them- 
felves  a  power  paramount  to  every 
power  in  the  kingdom.  In  defence 
of  that  bill,  he  faid,  that  it  did  not 
appear  reafonable,  that  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  Ead  India  dock  fhould  in 
future  retain  in  their  hands  a  power 
which  they  had  fo  grofsly  abufed  ; 
by  which  they  had  plundered  and 
rendered  miferable  many  millions 
of  perfons,  who  were  under  the  pro¬ 


tection  of  this  nation :  a  power 
which  had  enabled  them  to  enter 
into  the  mod  unjud  and  impolitic 
wars,  the  confequence  of  which 
brought  very  heavy  expence  upon, 
this  kingdom.  As  to  the  invadon 
of  the  royal  prerogative,  he  was 
furprized  to  hear  that  brought  as  a 
charge  laid  at  the  door  of  the 
Ead  India  bill  :  the  power  of  mak¬ 
ing  war,  and  of  carrying  it  on  where 
and  in  what  manner  he  pleafed,  was 
certainly  one  of  the  greated  prero¬ 
gatives  of  the  crown  ;  and  yet  the 
late  houfe  of  commons  not  only  ad- 
dreffed  the  king  not  to  carry  on  the 
war  on  the  continent  of  America, 
but  went  fo  far  even  as  to  vote 
that  man  an  enemy  to  his  country, 
who  fnould  advife  the  carrying  it 
on,  or  who  iliould  affd  in  it ;  fo 
that  though  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  for 
indance,  was  bound  by  the  mutiny 
aft  to  obey  the  king’s  orders,  and 
was  even  liable  to  be  fhot,  if  he 
fhould  refufe  to  obey  them,  dill  the 
refolutions  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
fhould  attach  upon  him,  and  fuf- 
pend  the  whole  fy dem  of  military 
fubordioation  ;  and  yet  that  refolu- 
tion  had  been  fupported  by  the 
warmed  friends  of  the  prefent  mi¬ 
nifter,  and  by  himfelf ;  and  no  one 
ever  thought  of  making  it  a  ground 
for  the  diffolution  of  the  parliament. 

As  to  the  patronage  of  the  Ead 
India  company,  which  it  was  faid 
miniders  intended  to  make  the 
means  of  rendering  themfelves  pa¬ 
ramount  to  the  crown,  he  obferved, 
that  thofe  who  were  at  this  moment 
in  full  poffeflion  of  that  patronage 
(the  company)  were  very  far  from 
being  independent  of  the  crown,  fo 
far  from  being  paramount  to  it ; 
and  he  could  allure  the  houfe  on  his 
confcience,  and  on  his  honour,  that 
the  perfons  who  were  to  have  beeti 
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at  the  head  of  the  company’s  affairs, 
had  been  bufied  in  devifing  means 
by  which  they  might  have  put  it 
moll  effectually  out  of  their  own 
power  to  derive  any  emolument  or 
parliamentary  fupport  from  their 
fituation.  But  had  his  right  ho¬ 
nourable  friend’s  bill  been  as  bad 
as  fome  people  reprefcnted  it  to  be, 
Bill  he  would  maintain  that  the  king 
could  not,  conftitutionally  fpeaking, 
affign  the  exigence  of  fuch  a  bill, 
as  the  reafon  for  his  diffolving  the 
parliament  :  for,  in  the  iirlt  place, 
he  ought  not  to  have  known  that 
fuch  a  bill  was  in  exigence  ;  and, 
in  the  next,  the  houfe  had  a  right 
to  entertain  whatever  bill  it  plealed, 
even  if  it  were  poliible  that  it  could 
be  treafonable  ;  or,  if  it  were  even 
for  lopping  off  a  whole  branch  of 
the  prerogative.  A  bill  of  excluiion 
had  been  entertained  by  the  parlia¬ 
ment  :  and  if  the  day  fhould  come, 
when  either  a  member  of  the  houfe, 
or  the  whole  houfe,  fhould  be  made 
refponfible  for  a  part  taken  in  any 
bill,  on  that  day  would  the  liberties 
of  England  expire. 


Chi 

He  then  produced  a  reprefenta- 
tion  to  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
which  confided  of  many  fheets  of 
paper,  folded  like  a  lawyer’s  brief, 
and  fet  the  houfe  into  a  fit  of  laugh¬ 
ter.  He  obferved,  that  he  meant 
his  motion  as  an  epitaph  on  his  de¬ 
parted  friend,  the  laft  parliament : 
that  he  had  on  fome  occafions  writ¬ 
ten  *  long  epitaphs  to  the  memory 
of  thofe  that  he  honoured  and  re- 
fpeCted ;  and  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion  he  chofe  to  follow  the  corpfe  to 
the  fepulchre,  and  go  through  the 
ceremony  of  faying,  “  afhes  to 
“  afnes,  and  dull  to  duff,”  in  fure 
and  certain  hopes,  through  the  me¬ 
rit  of  the  good  works  of  the  laft 
parliament,  that  it  would  have  a 
glorious  and  joyful  refurreCtion,  and 
become  immortal. 

No  reply  was  made  to  this  fpeech ; 
but  as  foon  as  the  remonftrance  was 
read,  and  the  queftion  put  by  the 
fpeaker,  there  was  a  loud  cry  of  No  ! 
and  the  motion  was  accordingly  de¬ 
clared  to  have  palled  in  the  nega¬ 
tive  f. 

On 
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*  Probably  alluding  to  an  epitaph,  faid  to  be  written  by  him,  on  the  Earl  of 
Chatham. 

•f  As  the  great  importance  of  the  fubjeft  of  this  propofed  addrefs,  and  the 
light  which  it  throws  upon  matters  that  do  not  feem  to  have  been  in  general 
well  underftodd,  would  render  its  omiffion  inexcufable,  we  have  thought  it 
advifeable  to  infert  it  as  a  note,  in  order  not  to  interrupt  the  courfe  of  our 

narrative _ After  fome  general  expreffions  of  duty  and  refpeCt  to  his  raa- 

jefty,  it  reprefents,  th^l,  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  his  minifters  have  thought 
proper  to  ufe  a  language  of  a  very  alarming  import,  unauthorized  by  the  practice 
of  good  times,  and  irreconcileable  to  the  principles  of  this  government.  That  it 
is  the  privilege  and  duty  of  this  houfe  to  guard  the  conftitution  from  all  infringe¬ 
ment  on  the  part  of  minifters  ;  and,  whenever  the  occafion  requires  it,  to  warn 
them  againft  any  abufe  of  the  authorities  committed  to  them  ;  but  it  is  very  lately 
that,  in  a  manner  not  more  unfeemly  than  irregular  and  prepofterous,  minifters 
have  thought  proper,  by  admonition  from  the  throne,  implying  diftruft  and  re¬ 
proach,  to  convey  the  expectations  of  the  people  to  us,  their  foie  reprefentatives  ; 
and  have  prefumecl  to  caution  us,  the  natural  guardians  of  the  conftitution,  againft 
any  infringement  of  it  on  our  parts. 

£  See  king’s  fpeech,  Dec.  5,  17S2,  and  May  19,  1784, 

t  K  34 
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On  the  21ft  of  June,  the  chan-  veral  refolutions,  as  the  foundation 
teller  of  the  Exchequer  moved  fe-  of  the  ad,  fince  known  by  the  name 
A  '  of 

This  dangerous  innovation  we,  his  faithful  commons,  think  it  our  duty  to 
mark  ;  and  as  thefe  admonitions  from  the  throne,  by  their  frequent  repetition, 
feem  intended  to  lead  gradually  to  the  eftablifhment  of  an  ufage,  we  hold  ourfelves 
bound  thus  folemnly  to  proteft  again  ft  them. 

This  houfe  will  be,  as  it  ever  ought  to  be,  anxiou fly  attentive  to  the  inclinations 
and  interefts  of  its  conftituents  :  nor  do  we  defire  to  ftraiten  any  of  the  avenues  to 
the  throne,  or  to  either  houfe  of  parliament.  But  the  ancient  order,  in  which  the 
rights  of  the  people  have  been  exercifed,  is  not  a  reft  rid  ion  of  thefe  rights.  It  is 
a  method  providently  framed  in  favour  of  thofe  privileges,  which  it  preferves  and 
enforces  by  keeping  in  that  courfe  which  has  been  found  the  molt  eft'edual  for  an- 
fwering  their  ends.  His  majefty  may  receive  the  opinions  and  wifties  of  individuals 
under  their  flgnatures,  and  of  bodies  corporate  under  their  feals,  as  exprefling  their 
own  particular  fenfe  :  and  he  may  grant  fuch  redrefs  as  the  legal  powers  of  th.e 
crown  enables  the  crown  to  afford.  This,  and  the  other  houfe  of  parliament,  may 
alfo  receive  the  wifties  of  fuch  corporations  and  individuals  by  petition.  The  col- 
^edive  fenfe  of  his  people  his  majefty  is  to  receive  from  his  commons  in  parliament 
aflembied.  It  would  deftroy  the  whole  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  if  his  commons 
were  to  receive  that  fenfe  from  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  or  to  admit  them  to  b$ 
a  proper  or  a  regular  channel  for  conveying  it. 

That  the  minifters  in  the  faid  fpeech  declare,  S£  his  majefty  has  a  Jvtft  and  con- 
ftdent  reliance,  that  We  (his  faithful  copamons)  are  animated  with  the  fame 
4S(  fentiments  of  loyalty,  and  the  fame  attachment  to  our  excellent  conftitution, 
which  he  had  the  happinefs  to  fee  fo  fully  manifefted  in  every  part  of  the  king¬ 
's f  dom.” 

To  reprefent,  that  his  faithful  commons  have  never  failed  in  loyalty  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty.  It  is  new  to  them  to  be  reminded  of  it.  It  is  unneceffary  and  invidious 
to  prefs  it  upon  them  by  any  example.  This  recommendation  of  loyalty,  after  his 
majefty  has  fat  for  fo  many  years,  with  the  full  fupport  of  all  deferiptions  of 
bis  fubjeds,  on  the  throne  of  this  kingdom,  at  a  time  of  profound  peace,  and 
without  any  pretence  of  the  exiftence  or  apprehenflon  of  war  or  confpiracy,  be¬ 
comes  in  itfelf  a  fource  of  no  fmall  jealoufy  to  his  faithful  commons ;  as  many 
cireumftances  lead  us  to  apprehend  that  therein  the  minifters  have  reference  to 
fome  other  meafures  and  principles  of  loyalty,  and  to  fome  other  ideas  of  fhe  con¬ 
ftitution,  than  the  laws  require,  or  the  pradice  of  parliament  will  admit. 

No  regular  communication  of  the  proofs  of  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  con¬ 
ftitution,  alluded  to  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  have  been  laid  before  this  houfe, 
in  order  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  nature,  tendency,  or  occafion  of  them  ;  or  in 
what  particular  ads  they  were  difplayed  ;  but  if  we  are  to  fuppofe  the  manifefta- 
lions  of  loyalty  (which  are  held  out  to  us  as  an  example  for  imitation)  confift  in 
certain  adetrefles  delivered  to  his  majefty,  promifing  fupport  to  his  majefty  in  the 
exercife  of  his  prerogative,  and  thanking  his  majefty  for  removing  certain  of  his 
minifters,  on  account  of  the  votes  they  have  given  upon  bills  depending  in  parlia¬ 
ment, — if  this  be  the  example  of  loyalty  alluded  to  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
then  we  mull  beg  leave  to  ex  prefs  our  ferious  concern  for  the  impreffion  which  has 
been  made  on  any  of  our  fellow- fubjeds  by  mifreprefentations,  which  have  feduced 
them  into  a  feeming  approbation  of  proceedings  fubverfive  df  their  own  freedom. 
We  conceive,  that  the  opinions  delivered  in  thefe  papers  were  not  well  confidered  j 
nor  were  the  parties  duly  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  matters  on  which  they 
were  called  to  determine,  nor  of  thofe  proceedings  of  parliament  which  they  were 
kd  to  sen  fare.  '  •  ;  ' 
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of  the  Commutation  Aft.  He  ftated  the  country  had  of  late  increafed  to 
to  the  houfe,  that  the  illicit  trade  of  fo  alarming  a  height,  as  to  endanger 

almoft 

We  fhall  act  more  advifedly. — The  loyalty  we  fhall  mnnifeft  will  not  be  the 
fame  with  theirs  ;  but,  we  truft,  it  will  be  equally  fmcere,  and  more  enlightened. 
It  is  no  flight  authority  which  fhall  perfuade  us  (by  receiving  as  proofs  of  loyalty 
the  .miitaken  principles  lightly  taken  up  in  thefe  addrefles)  obliquely  to  criminate, 
with  the  heavy  and  ungrounded  charge  of  difloyalty  and  difaffedlion,  an  uncor¬ 
rupt,  independent,  and  reforming  parliament.  Above  all,  we  fhall  take  care  that 
none  of  the  rights  and  privileges,  always  claimed,  and  fince  the  acceflion  of  his 
majefty’s  illuftrious  family  conftantly  exercifed  by  this  houfe  (and  which  we  hold 
and  exercife  in  trull  for  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  their  benefit)  fhall 
be  conftru&ively  furrendered,  or  even  weakened  and  impaired,  under  ambiguous 
phrafes,  and  implications  of  cenfure  on  the  late  parliamentary  proceedings.  If 
thefe  claims  are  not  well-founded,  they  ought  to  be  honeftly  abandoned ;  if  they 
are  juft,  they  ought  to  be  lleadily  and  refolutely  maintained. 

Of  his  majefty’s  own  gracious  difpofition  towards  the  true  principles  of  our  free 
conftitution,  his  faithful  commons  never  did,  or  could  entertain  a  doubt :  but  we 
humbly  beg  leave  to  exprefs  to  his  majefty  our  uneafmefs  concerning  other  new 
and  unufual  expreftions  of  his  minifters,  declaratory  of  a  refolution  “  to  fupport, 
<<  in  their  juft  balance ,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  every  branch  of  the  legifla^ 
“  ture.” 

It  were  defirable  that  all  hazardous  theories  concerning  a  balance  of  rights  and 
privileges  (a  mode  of  expreftion  wholly  foreign  to  parliamentary  ufage)  might 
have  been  forborne.  His  majelty’s  faithful  commons  are  well  inftru£led  in  their 
own  rights  and  privileges,  which  they  are  determined  to  maintain  on  the  footing 
HpQi  which  they  were  handed  down  from  their  anceftors  :  they  are  not  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  houfe  of  peers  ;  and  they  know  and 
refpeil  the  lawful  prerogatives  of  the  crown  :  but  they  do  not  think  it  fafe  to  ad¬ 
mit  any  thing  concerning  the  exiftence  of  a  balance  of  thofe  rights,  privileges,  and 
prerogatives  ;  nor  are  they  able  to  difcern  to  what  object  minifters  would  apply  their 
fiction  of  balance  ;  nor  what  they  would  confider  as  a  juft  one.  Thefe  unautho¬ 
rized  doflrines  have  a  tendency  to  ftir  improper  difcuffions $  and  to  lead  to  mif- 
chievous  innovations  in  the  conftitution. 

That  his  faithful  commons  moft  humbly  recommend,  inftead  of  the  inconfide- 
rate  fpeculations  of  unexperienced  men,  that  on  all  occafions,  refort  fliould  be  had 
to  the  happy  pra&ice  of  parliament,  and  to  thofe  folid  maxims  of  government 
which  have  prevailed  fince  the  acceftion  of  his  majefty’s  illuftrious  family,  as  fur- 
nifhing  the  only  fafe  principles  on  which  the  crown  and  parliament  can  pro¬ 
ceed.  1 

We  think  it  the  more  neceftary  to  be  cautious  on  this  head,  as,  in  the  laft: 
parliament,  the  prefent  minifters  had  thought  proper  to  countenance,  if  not  to 
fuggeft,  an  attack  upon  the  moft  clear  and  undoubted  rights  and  privileges  of  this 
Houfe*. 

Fearing,  from  thefe  extraordinary  admonitions,  and  from  the  new  do£trines„ 
which  feern  to  have  dilated  feveral  unufual  exprefiions,  that  his  majefty  has  been 
abufed  by  falfe  reprefentations  of  the  late  proceedings  in  parliament,  we  think  it 
our  duty  refpeclfully  to  inform  his  majefty,  that  no  attempt  whatever  has  been, 
aiade  againft  his  lawful  prerogatives,  or  agamft  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 

*  Refolution?  relative  to  the  acceptance  of  India  Bills, 


PSers* 
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almoft  the  very  exigence  of  feveral  particularly  that  of  tea.  It  had  ap~ 
branches  of  the  revenue,  and  more  peared  before  the  committee  on 

Smuggling, 

peers,  by  the  late  houfe  of  commons,  in  any  of  their  addrefTes,  votes,  or  refo- 
lutions  ;  neither  do  we  know  of  any  proceeding  by  bill,  in  which  it  was  propoled 
to  abridge  the  extent  of  his  royal  prerogative  :  but,  if  fuch  provifion  had  exifted 
in  any  bill,  we  proteft,  and  we  declare,  againft  all  fpeeches,  a£ts,  or  addrefTes, 
from  any  perfons  whatfoever,  which  have  a  tendency  to  confider  fuch  bills,  or  the 
perfons  concerned  in  them,  as  juft  objects  of  any  kind  of  cenfure  and  punifhment 
from  the  throne.  Neceffary  reformations  may  hereafter  require,  as  they  have  fre¬ 
quently  done  in  former  times,  limitations  and  abridgments,  and  in  forne  cafes  an 
entire  extinction  of  feme  branch  of  prerogative.  If  bills  fhould  be  improper 
in  the  form  in  which  they  appear  in  the  houfe  where  they  originate,  they  are  liable, 
by  the  wifdom  of  this  conftitution,  to  be  corrected,  and  even  to  be  totally  fet  aftde, 
elfewhere.  This  is  the  known,  the  legal,  and  the  fafe  remedy  :  but  whatever,  by 
the  manifeftation  of  the  royal  difpleafure,  tends  to  intimidate  individual  members 
from  propofmg,  or  this  houfe  from  receiving,  debating,  and  pafling  bills,  tends 
to  prevent  even  the  beginning  of  every  reformation  in  the  ftate  5  and  utterly 
deftroys  the  deliberative  capacity  of  parliament. — We  therefore  claim,  demand, 
and  infill  upon  it,  as  our  undoubted  right,  that  no  perfons  lhall  be  deemed  proper 
objects  of  animadverfion  by  the  crown,  in  any  mode  whatever,  for  the  votes  which 
they  give,  or  the  proppfitions  which  they  make,  in  parliament. 

We  humbly  conceive,  that  befides  its  lhare  of  the  legiftative  power,  and  its 
right  of  impeachment,  that,  by  the  law  and  ufage  of  parliament,  this  houfe 
has  other  powers  and  capacities,  which  it  is  bound  to  maintain.  This  houfe  is 
affured,  that  our  humble  advice  on  the  exercife  of  prerogative  will  be  heard  with 
.  the  fame  attention  with  which  it  has  ever  been  regarded  5  and  that  it  will  be 
followed  by  the  fame  effe£ls  which  it  has  ever  produced,  during  the  happy  and 
glorious  reigns  of  his  majefty’s  royal  progenitors  ;  not  doubting  but  that,  in 
all  thofe  points,  we  lhall  be  conlidered  as  a  council  of  wifdom  and  weight  to 
advife,  and  not  merely  as  an  accufer  of  competence  to  criminate  *.  This  houfe 
claims  both  capacities  5  and  we  truft  that  we  fhall  be  left  to  our  free  diferetion 
which  of  them  we  lhall  employ  as  bell  calculated  for  his  majefty’s,  and  the  national 
fervice. — .Whenever  we  lhall  fee  it  expedient  to  offer  our  advice  concerning  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fervants,  who  are  thofe  of  the  public,  we  confidently  hope,  that  the  perfonal 
favour  of  any  minifter,  or  any  fet  of  minifters,  will  not  be  more  dear  to  his  majefty, 
than  the  credit  and  character  of  an  houfe  of  commons.  It  is  an  experiment  full  of 
peril  to  put  the  reprefentative  wifdom  and  juftice  of  his  majefty’s  people  in  the 
wrong;  it  is  a  crooked  and  defperate  defign,  leading  to  mifehief,  the  extent  of 
which  no  human  wifdom  can  forefee,  to  attempt  to.  form  a  prerogative  party  in  the 
nation,  to  be  reforted  to  as  occafton  lhall  require,  in  derogation  from  the  authority 
of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  affembled  :  it  is  a  contrivance  full 
of  danger,  for  minifters  to  fet  up  the  reprefentative  and  conftituent  bodies  of  the 
commons  of  this  kingdom,  as  two  feparate  and  diftinft  powers,  formed  to  coun- 
terpoife  each  other,  leaving  the  preference  in  the  hands  of  fecret  advifers  of  the 
crown.  In  fuch  a  fituation  of  things,  thefe  advifers,  taking  advantage  of  the  dif¬ 
ferences  which  may  accidentally  arife,  or  may  purpofeiy  be  fomented  between 
them,  will  have  it  in  their  choice  to  refort  to  the  one  or  the  other,  as  may  heft  fuit 
the  purpofes  of  their  ftnifter  ambition,  By  exciting  an  emulation  and  conteft  be- 

*  ((  I  obferve  at  the  fame  time,  that  there  is  no  charge  or  complaint  fuggefted  againft  my 
prefent  minifters-?” — h'be  kings  anf%ver ,  25 th  February ,  1784,  to  the  addrejs  of  the  houfe  of 
commons*  - 


tween 
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fmuggling,  that  only  5,500,0001b.  the  Eaft  India  company,  whereas 
weight  of  tea  was  fold  annually  by  the  annual  confumption  of  the  king¬ 
dom 

tween  the  reprefentative  and  the  conftituent  bodies,  as  parties  contending  for  credit 
and  influence  at  the  throne,  facrifices  will  be  made  by  both  5  and  the  whole  can 
end  in  nothing  elfe  than  the  deltrudtion  of  the  deareft  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
nation.  If  there  mull  be  another  mode  of  conveying  the  collective  fenfe  of  tha 
people  to  the  throne  than  that  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  it  ought  to  be  fixed  and 
defined,  and  its  authority  ought  to  be  fettled  :  it  ought  not  to  exift  in  fo  precarious 
and  dependent  a  ftate,  as  that  minifters  fhould  have  it  in  their  power,  at  their  own 
mere  pleai'ure,  to  acknowledge  it  with  refpedt,  or  to  reject  it  with  fcorn. 

It  is  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  diflolve  parliament ;  but  we 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  his  majefty,  that  it- is,  of  all  the  trulfs  veiled  in  his  majefty, 
the  moft  critical  and  delicate,  and  that  in  which  ^this  houfe  has  the  molt  reafon  to 
require,  not  only  the  good  faith,  but  the  favour  of  the  crown.  His  commons  are 
not  always  upon  a  par  with  his  miniilers  in  an  application  to  popular  judgment : 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  members  of  this  houfe  to  go  to  their  election  at  the 
moment  the  moll  favourable  for  them.  It  is  in  the  power  of  t-he  crown  to  choofe 
a  time  for  their  dilfolution  wliilft  great  and  arduous  matters  of  Hate  and  legisla¬ 
tion  are  depending,  which  may  be  eaiily  mifunderllood,  and  which  cannot  be  fully 
explained  before  that  mifunderllanding  may  prove  fatal  to  the  honour  that  belongs, 
and  to  the  coniideration  that  is  due,  to  members  of  parliament. 

With  his  majelly  is  the  gift  of  all  the  rewards,  the  honours,  diftinblions,  fa¬ 
vour,  and  graces  of  the  Hate  ;  with  his  majelly  is  the  mitigation  of  all  the  rigours 
of  the  law  ;  and  we  rejoice  to  fee  the  crown  polfeiTed  of  trulls  calculated  to  obtain 
good-will,  and  charged  with  duties  which  are  popular  and  pleafmg.  Our  trulls 
are  of  a  different  kind.  Our  duties  are  harlh  and  invidious  in  their  nature  $  and 
jullice  and  fafety  is  all  we  can  expecl  in  the  exercife  of  them.  We  are  to  offer  fa- 
lutary,  which  is  not  always  pleafmg,  counfel  :  we  are  to  enquire  and  to  accufe : 
and  the  objects  of  our  enquiry  and  charge  will  be  for  the  moft  part  perfons  of 
wealth,  power,  and  extenfive  connections  :  we  are  to  make  rigid  laws  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  revenue,  which  of  neceflity  more  or  lei's  confine  fome  a£lion,  qr  reftrain 
fome  funtion,  which  before  was  free:  what  is  the  moft  critical  and  invidious  of 
all,  the  whole  body  of  the  public  impofitions  originate  from  us,  and  the  hand  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  is  feen  and  felt  in  every  burthen  that  preffes  on  the  people. 
Whillt,  ultimately,  we  are  ferving  them,  and  in  the  firll  in  ft  an  be  whilft  we  are 
ferving  his  majefty,  it  will  be  hard,  indeed,  if  we  fhould  fee  a  houfe  of  commons 
the  victim  of  its  zeal  and  fidelity,  facrificed  by  his  minifters  to  thole  very  popular 
difcontents  which  lhall  be  excited  by  our  dutiful  endeavours  for  the  fecurity  and 
greatnefs  of  his  throne.  4  No  other  confequence  can  refult  from  fuch  an  example, 
but  that,  in  future,  the  houfe  of  commons,  confulting  its  fafety  at  the  expence  of 
its  duties,  and  luffering  the  whole  energy  of  the  ftate  to  be  relaxed,  will  fhrink 
from  every  fervice,  which,  however  neceflary,  is  of  a  great  and  arduous  nature  5 
or  that,  willing  to  provide  for  the  public  neceftities,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fe- 
cure  the  means  of  performing  that  talk,  they  will  exchange  independence  for  pro¬ 
tection,  and  will  court  a  lubfervient  exiftence  through  the  favour  of  thofe  minifters 
of  ftate,  or  thofe  fecret  advifers,  who  ought  themlelves  to  Hand  in  awe  of  the 
commons  of  this  realm. 

An  houfe  of  commons,  refpected  by  his  minifters,  is  effential  to  his  majefty’s 
fervice  :  it  is  fit  that  they  fhould  yield  to  parliament,  and  not  that  parliament 
fhould  be  new  modelled  until  it  is  fitted  to  their  purpofes.  If  our  authority  is 
only  to  be  held  up  when  we  coincide  in  opinion  with  his  majefty’s  advifers,  but  is 
to  be  let  at  nought  the  moment  it  differs  from  them3  the  houfe  of  commons  will 

link 
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I 

«lom  was  fuppofed,  from  good  au-  fo  that  the  illicit  trade  in  this  article 
thority,  to  exceed  twelve  millions  was  more  than  double  the  legal, 

*  The  whole  quantity  of  tea  imported  from  China  is  about  nineteen 
millions  of  pounds*  of  which  it  is  conjectured  that  not  more  than  feven 
is  confumed  in  the  other  countries  of  Europe* 

The 

fink  into  a  mere  appendage  of  adminiftration,  and  will  lofe  that  independent  cha¬ 
racter  which,  infeparably  connecting  the  honour  and  reputation  with  the  aCts  of 
this  houfe,  enables  us  to  afford  a  real,  effective,  and  fubftantial  fupport  to  his  go¬ 
vernment.  It  is  the  deference  Ihewn  to  our  opinion,  when  we  difient  from  the 
fervants  of  the  crown,  which  alone  can  give  authority  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
houfe,  when  it  concurs  with  their  meafures* 

That  authority  once  loft,  the  credit  of  his  majefty’s  crown  will  be  impaired  in 
the  eyes  of  all  nations.  Foreign  powers,  who  may  yet  wifh  to  revive  a  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  with  this  nation,  will  look  in  vain  for  that  hold  which  gave  a  conne&ion 
with  Great  Britain  the  preference  to  an  alliance  with  any  other  ftate.  An  houfe  of 
commons,  of  which  minjfters  were  known  to  ftand  in  awe,  where  every  thing  was 
neceffarily  difeuffed,  on  principles  fit  to  be  openly  and  publicly  avowed,  and 
which  could  not  be  retraCled  or  varied  without  danger,  furnifhed  a  ground  of  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  public  faith,  which  the  engagement  of  no  ftate  dependent  on  the 
fluctuation  of  perfonal  favour,  and  private  advice,  can  ever  pretend  to.  If  faith 
with  the  houfe  of  cqmmons,  the  grand  fecurity  for  the  national  faith  itfelf,  can  be 
broken  with  impunity,  a  wound  is  giyen  to  the  political  importance  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  which  will  not  eafily  be  healed. 

That  there  was  a  great  variance  between  the  late  houfe  of  commons  and  certain 
perfons,  whom  his  majefty  has  been  advifed  to  make  and  continue  as  minifters,  in 
defiance  of  the  advicp  of  that  houfe,  is  notorious  to  the  world.  That  houfe  did 
not  confide  in  thofe  minifters  $  and  they  withheld  their  confidence  from  them  for 
reafons  for  which  pofterity  will  honour  and  refpeCl  the  names  of  thofe  who  com- 
pofed  that  houfe  of  commons,  diftinguiflied  for  its  independence.  They  could  not; 
confide  in  perfons  who  have  ftiewn  a  difpofition  to  dark  and  dangerous  intrigues. 
By  thefe  intrigues  they  have  weakened,  if  not  deftroved,  the  clear  aflurance  which 
his  majefty’s  people,  and  Which  all  nations  ought  to  have,  of  what  are,  and  what 
are  not,  the  real  aCts  of  his  government. 

If  it  fhould  be  feen  that  his  minifters  piay  continue  in  their  offices,  without  any 
fignification  to  them  of  his  majefty’s  difpleafure  at  any  of  their  meafures,  whilft 
perfons  confiderable  for  their  rank,  and  known  to  have  had  accefs  to  his  majefty’s 
facred  perfen,  can  with  impunity  abufe  that  advantage,  and  employ  his  majefty’s 
name  to  dilavow  and  counteract  the  proceedings  of  his  official  fervants,  nothing 
but  diftruft,  difeord,  debility,  contempt  of  all  authority,  and  general  confufion,  can 
prevail  in  his  government. 

This  we  lay  before  his  maiefty  with  humility  and  concern*  as  the  inevitable  ef¬ 
fect  of  a  fpirit  of  intrigue  in  his  executive  government  ;  an  evil  which  we  have  bu^ 
too  much  reafon  to  be  perfuaded  exifts  and  increafes.  During  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
fefiion  it  broke  out  in  a  manner  the  molt  alarming.  This  evil  was  infinitely  ag¬ 
gravated  by  the  unauthorized,  but  not  difavowed  ufe  which  has  been  made 
of  his  majefty's  name,  for  the  purpofe  of  the  molt  unconftitutional,  corrupt,  and 
diffionourable  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  members  of  parliament,  that  over  was 
praCtifed  in  this  kingdom.  No  attention,  even  to  the  exterior  decorum,  in  the 
praClice  of  corruption,  and  intimidation  employed  on  peers,  was  obferved  :  feveral 
peers  were  obliged  under  menaces  to  retraCl  their  declarations*  and  to  recall  their 
proxies. 
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The  only  remedy  he  could  devife  on  tea  to  fo  fmall  an  amount,  as  to 
k>i  this  evil  was,  to  lower  the  duties  make  the  profit  on  the  illicit  trade 

not 

The  commons  have  the  deepeft  intereft  in  the  purity  and  integrity  of  the  peer¬ 
age.  The  peers  difpofe  of  all  the  property  in  the  kingdom,  in  the  laft  refort j  and 
they  dipole  of  it  on  their  honour  and  not  on  their  oaths,  as  all  the  members  of 
every  other  tribunal  in  the  kingdom  muft  do  5  though  in  them  the  proceeding  is 
not  conclulive.  We  have,  therefore,  a  right  to  demand  that  no  application  fhali 
he  made  to  peers  of  fuch  a  nature  as  may  give  room  to  call  in  queftion,  much  lefs 
to  attaint  our  foie  fecurity  for  all  that  we  pofTefs.  This  corrupt  proceeding  ap¬ 
peared  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  are  the  natural  guardians  of  the  purity  of 
parliament,  and  of  the  purity  of  every  branch  of  judicature,  a  moft  reprehenfible 
and  dangerous  practice,  tending  to  fhake  the  very  foundation  of  the  authority  of 
the  houfe  of  peers  3 — and  they  branded  it  as  fuch  by  their  refolution. 

The  houfe  had  not  fufficient  evidence  to  enable  them  legally  to  punilh  this  prac¬ 
tice,  but  they  had  enough  to  caution  them  againft  all  confidence  in  the  authors  and, 
abettors  of  it.  They  performed  their  duty  in  humbly  advifing  his  majefty  againft 
the  employment  of  fuch  minifters  ;  but  his  majefty  was  advifed  to  keep  thofe  mi- 
nifters,  and  to  diffolve  that  parliament.  The  houfe  aware  of  the  importance  and 
urgency  of  its  duty  with  regard  to  the  Britilh  interefts  in  India,  which  were  and 
are  in  the  utmoft  diforder,  and  in  the  utmoft  peril,  moft  humbly  requefted  his  mar 
jelly  not  to  difiolve  the  parliament  during  the  courfe  of  their  very  critical  proceed¬ 
ings  on  that  lubjeCt.  His  majefty’s  gracious  condefcenfion  to  that  requeft  was 
conveyed  in  the  royal  faith,  pledged  to  an  houfe  of  parliament,  and  folemnly  deli¬ 
vered  from  the  throne.  It  was  but  a  very  few  days  after  a  committee  had  been,, 
with  the  confent  and  concurrence  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  appointed 
for  an  enquiry  into  certain  accounts  delivered  to  the  houfe  by  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors,  and  then  a£lually  engaged  in  that  enquiry,  that  the  minifters,  regardlefs  of 
the  affurance  given  from  the  crown  to  an  houfe  of  commons,  did  difiolve  that  par¬ 
liament.  We  moft  humbly  fubmit  to  his  majefty’s  confideration  the  confequences 
of  this  their  breach  of  public  faith. 

Whilft  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  under  that  fecurity,  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  his  majefty’s  and  the  national  bufinefs,  endeavours  were  induftrioufiy  uled 
to  calumniate  thofe  whom  it  was  found  impracticable  to  corrupt.  The  reputation 
of  the  members,  and  the  reputation  of  the  houfe  itfelf,  was  undermined  in  every 
part  of  che  kingdom. 

In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  relative  to  India,  we  are  cautioned  by  the  minif¬ 
ters,  “  not  to  lole  light  of  the  effcCt  any  mealure  may  have  on  the  conftitution  of 
“  our  country.”  We  afe  apprehenlive  that  a  calumnious  report  lpread  abroad  of 
■an  attack  upon  his  majefty’s  prerogative  by  the  late  houfe  of  commons,  may  have 
made  an  impreflion  on  his  loyal  mind,  and  have  given  occafion  to  this  unufual  ad¬ 
monition  to  the  prelent.  This  attack  is  charged  to  have  been  made  in  the  late 
parliament,  by  a  bill  which  palled  the  houfe  of  commons  in  the  late  feffion  of  that 
parliament,  for  the  regulation  of  the  affairs,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  commerce, 
and  for  the  amendment  of  the  government  of  this  nation,  in  theEaft  Indies. 

That  his  majefty  and  his  people  may  have  an  opportunity  of  entering  into  the 
ground  of  this  injurious  charge,  we  beg  leave  humbly  to  acquaint  his  mafefiy, 
that,  far  from  having  made  any  infringement  whatfoever  on  any  part  of  his 
royal  prerogative,  that  bill  did,  for  a  limited  time,  give  to  his  majefty  certain 
powers  never  before  poffeffed  by  the  crown  ;  and  for  this  his  prefent  minifters 
(who,  rather  than  fall  lhort  in  the  number  of  their  calumnies,  employ  fome  that 
are  contradictory)  have  llandered  this  houfe,  as  aiming  at  the  extenfion  of  an 

unsonitituuonsd 
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not  adequate  to  the  rifle.  It  was  price  of  freight  and  infurance  to  the 
well  known,  that  in  this  trade  the  ihore  was  about  25  per  cent,  and 

the 

mnconftitutional  influence  in  his  majefty’s  crown.  This  pretended  attempt  to  in- 
creafe  the  influence  of  the  crown,  they  were  weak  enough  to  endeavour  to  per- 
fuade  his  majefty’s  people  was  amongft  the  caufes  which  excited  his  majefty’s  re- 
fentment  againft  his  late  minifters. 

Further,  to  remove  the  impreflions  of  this  calumny  concerning  an  attempt  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  againft  his  prerogative,  it  is  proper  to  inform  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  the  territorial  pofteflions  in  the  Eaft  Indies  never  have  been  declared, 
by  any  public  judgment,  a6t,  or  inftrument,  or  any  refolution  of  parliament 
whatfoever,  to  be  the  fubjedf-matter  of  his  majefty’s  prerogative  ;  nor  have  they 
ever  been  underftood  as  belonging  to  his  ordinary  adminiftrati&n,  or  to  be  an¬ 
nexed  or  united  to  his  crown  j  but  that  they  are  acquifitions  of  a  new  and  peculiar 
defeription,  unknown  to  the  ancient  executive  conftitution  of  this  country. 

From  time  to  time,  therefore,  parliament  provided  for  their  government  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  diferetion,  and  to  its  opinion  of  what  was  required  by  the  public 
neceflities.  We  do  not  know  that  his  majefty  was  entitled,  by  prerogative,  to 
exercife  any  a£l  of  authority  whatfoever  in  the  company’s  affairs,  or  that,  in 
effedt,  fuch  authority  has  ever  been  exercifed.  His  majefty’s  patronage  was  not 
taken  away  by  that  bill  5  becaufe  it  is  notorious  that  his  majefty  never  originally 
had  the  appointment  of  a  Angle  officer,  civil  or  military,  in  the  company’s  efta- 
blifhment  in  India ;  nor  has  the  leaft  degree  of  patronage  ever  been  acquired  to 
the  crown  in  any  other  manner  or  meafure,  than  as  the  power  was  thought  ex¬ 
pedient  to  be  granted  by  a£t  of  parliament  $  that  is,  by  the  very  fame  authority 
by  which  the  offices  were  difpofed  of  and  regulated  in  the  bill,  which  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fervants  have  falfely  and  injurioully  reprefented  as  infringing  upon  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown. 

Before  the  year  1773  the  whole  adminiftration  of  India,  and  the  whole  pa¬ 
tronage  to  office  there,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Eaft  India  company.  The  Eaft 
India  Company  is  not  a  branch  of  his  majefty’s  prerogative  adminiftration,  nor 
does  that  body  exercife  any  fpecies  of  authority  under  it,  nor  indeed  from  any 
Britifh  title,  that  does  not  derive  all  its  legal  validity  from  a£ts  of  parliament. 

When  a  claim  was  afferted  to  the  India  territorial  pofteflions  in  the  occupation 
of  the  company,  thefe  poffeffions  were  not  claimed  as  parcel  of  his  majefty’s  pa¬ 
trimonial  eftate,  or  as  a  fruit  of  the  ancient  inheritance  of  his  crown.  They 
were  claimed  for  the  public.  And  when  agreements  were  made  with  the  Eaft 
India  company  concerning  any  compofttion  for  the  holding,  or  any  participation 
of  the  profits  of  thofe  territories,  the  agreement  was  made  with  the  public,  -  and 
the  preambles  of  the  feveral  a£ts  have  uniformly  fo  ftated  it.  Thefe  agreements 
were  not  made  (even  nominally)  with  his  majefty,  but  with  parliament  ;  and 
the  bills  making  and  eftablifhing  fuch  agreements  always  originated  in  this  houfe, 
which  appropriated  the  money  to  await  the  difpofition  of  parliament,  without  the 
ceremony  of  previous  confent  from  the  crown  even  fo  much  as  fuggeited  by  any 
of  his  minifters  ;  which  previous  confent  is  an  obfervance  of  decorum,  not  in¬ 
deed  of  ftridl  right,  but  generally  paid  when  a  new  appropriation  takes  place  in 
any  part  of  his  majefty’s  prerogative  revenues. 

In  purfuance  of  a  right  thus  uniformly  recognized,  and  uniformly  adled  on, 
when  parliament  undertook  the  reformation  of  the  Eaft  India  company  in  1773, 
a  commiflion  was  appointed  as  the  commiflion  in  the  late  bill  was  appointed  5 
and  it  was  rhade  to  continue  for  a  term  of  years,  as  the  commiflion  in  the  late 
bill  was  to  continue  5  all  the  commiflioners  were  named  in  parliament,  as  in  the 
late  bill  they  were  named.  As  they  received,  fo  they  held  their  offices,  wholly 

independent 
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the  infurance  on  the  inland  carriage  per  cent.  The  duty  on  tea,  as  it 
about  10  per  cent,  more,  in  all  35  thenftood,  was  about  50per  cent.  ;  fo 

that 

independent  of  the  crown  ;  they  held  them  for  a  fixed  term  ;  they  were  not  re- 
moveable  by  an  addrefs  of  either  houfe,  or  even  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  a 
precaution  obferved  in  the  late  bill,  relative  to  the  commiffioners  propofed  there¬ 
in  ;  nor  were  they  bound  by  the  ftriCt  rules  of  proceeding  which  regulated  and 
retrained  the  late  commiffioners  againft  all  poffible  abufe  of  a  power  which  could 
not  fail  of  being  diligently  and  zealoufiy  watched  by  the  minifters  of  the  crown, 
aad  the  proprietors  of  the  ftock,  as  well  as  by  parliament.  Their  proceedings 
were,  in  that  bill,  dire&ed  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as  eafily  to  fubjeCt  them  to  the 
ltri&eft  revifion  of  both,  in  cafe  of  any  malverfation. 

In  the  year  1780,  an  aCl  of  parliament  again  made  provifion  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  thofe  territories  for  another  four  years,  without  any  fort  of  reference  to 
prerogative  ;  nor  was  the  leaft  obje&ion  taken  at  the  fecond,  more  than  at  the  firft 
of  thofe  periods,  as  if  an  infringement  had  been  made  upon  the  rights  of  the 
crown  ;  yet  his  majefty’s  minifters  have  thought  fit  to  reprelent  the  late  commif- 
iion  as  an  entire  innovation  on  the  conftitution,  and  the  fetting  up  a  new  order 
and  eftate  in  the  nation,  tending  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  monarchy  itfelf. 

If  the  government  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  other  than  by  his  majefty’s  prerogative, 
be,  in  effeCt,  a  fourth  order  in  the  commonwealth,  this  order  has  long  exifted  ; 
becaufe  the  Eaft  India  company  has  for  many  years  enjoyed  it  in  the  fulieft  extent, 
and  does  at  this  day  enjoy  the  whole  admini'ftration  of  thofe  provinces,  and  the 
patronage  to  offices  throughout  that  great  empire,  except  as  it  is  controuled  by  act 
of  parliament. 

It  was  the  ill- condition,  and  ill-adminiftration  of  the  company’s  affairs,  which 
induced  this  houfe  (merely  as  a  temporary  eftablilhment)  to  veil  the  fame  powers 
which  the  company  did  before  poffefs,  (and  no  other)  for  a  limited  time,  and  un** 
der  very  ftriCt  directions,  in  proper  hands,  until  they  could  be  reftored,  or  fur¬ 
ther  provifion  made  concerning  them.  It  was  therefore  no  creation  whatever  of  a 
new  power,  but  the  removal  of  an  ol<i  power,  long  fince  created,  and  then  exift- 
ing,  from  the  management  of  thofe  perfons  who  had  manifeftly  and  dangeroufty 
abufed  their  truft.  This  houfe,  which  well  knows  the  parliamentary  origin  of  all 
the  company’s  powers  and  privileges,  and  is  not  ignorant  or  negligent  of  the  au¬ 
thority  which  may  veft  thole  powers  and  privileges  in  others,  if  juftice  and  the 
public  fafety  fo  require,  is  confcious  to  itfelf,  that  it  no  more  creates  a  new  order 
in  the  ftate,  by  making  occalional  truftees  for  the  direction  of  the  company,  than 
it  originally  did  in  giving  a  much  more  permanent  truft  to  the  directors,  or  to  the 
general  court,  of  that  body.  The  monopoly  of  the  Eaft  India  company  was  a 
derogation  from  the  general  freedom  of  trade  belonging  to  his  majefty’s  people. 
The  powers  of  government,  and  of  peace  and  war,  are  parts  of  prerogative  of 
the  higheft  order.  Of  our  competence  to  reftrain  the  rights  of  all  his  fubjeCts 
by  aCt  of  parliament,  and  to  veft  thofe  high  and  eminent  prerogatives  even  in  a 
particular  company  of  merchants,  there  has  been  no  queftion.  We  beg  leave 
molt  humbly  to  claim  as  our  right,  and  as  a  right  which  this  houfe  has  alvvay$ 
ufed,  to  frame  fuch  bills,  for  the  regulation  of  that  commerce,  and  of  the  ter¬ 
ritories  held  by  the  Eaft  India  company,  and  every  thing  relating  to  them,  as  to 
our  difcretion  lhall  feem  fit :  and  we  affert  and  maintain,  that  therein  we  follow, 
and  do  not  innovate  on  the  conftitution. 

That  his  majefty’s  minifters,  milled  by  their  ambition,  have  endeavoured,  if 
poffible,  to  form  a  faClion  in  the  country  againft  the  popular  part  of  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  ;  and  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  add  to  their  flanderous  accufation 
againft  a  houfe  of  parliament,  relative  to  his  majefty’s  prerogative,  another  of  a 

different 
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that  the  fmuggler  had  an  advantage  as  the  voyage  from  England  to 
over  the  fair  dealer  of  15  per  cent,  the  continent  might  be  eafily  re* 

peated 

different  nature,  calculated  for  the  purpofe  of  raffing  fears  and  jealoufies  among 
the  corporate  bodies  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  perfuading  uninformed  perfons  be¬ 
longing  to  thofe  corporations  to  look  to,  and  to  make  addreffes  to  them  as  pro¬ 
testors  of  their  rights,  under  their  feveral  charters,  from  the  defigns  which  they, 
without  any  ground,  charged  the  then  houfe  of  commons  to  have  formed  againft 
charters  in  general.  For  this  purpofe  they  have  not  fcrupled  to  affert,  that  the 
exertion  of  his  majefty’s  prerogative  in  the  late  precipitate  change  in  his  admi- 
miftration,  and  the  diffolution  of  the  late  parliament,  were  meafures  adopted  in 
order  to  refcue  the  people  and  their  rights  out  of  the  hands  of  the  houfe  of  com* 
mons,  their  reprefentatives. 

We  truft  that  bis  majefty’s  fubjefts  are  not  yet  fo  far  deluded  as  to  believe  that 
the  charters,  -or  that  any  other  of  their  local  or  general  privileges  can  have  a  folid 
fecurity  in  any  place  but  where  that  fecurity  has  always  been  looked  for,  and  al¬ 
ways  found,  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Miferable  and  precarious  indeed  would 
be  the  bate  of  their  Franchifes,  if  they  were  to  find  no  defence  but  from  that 
quarter  from  whence  they  have  always  been  attacked.  But  the  late  houfe  of 
commons  in  palling  that  bill,  made  no  attack  upon  any  powers  or  privileges,  ex¬ 
cept  fuch  as  an  houfe  of  commons  has  frequently  attacked,  and  vviil  attack  (and 
they  truft,  in  the  end,  with  their  wonted  fuccefs)  that  is,  upon  thofe  which  are 
Corruptly  and  opprefHvely  adminiftered  ;  and  this  houfe  do  faithfully  allure  his 
majeliy,  that  we  will  correft,  and,  if  neceflary  for  the  purpofe,  as  far  as  in  us 
lies,  will  wholly  deftroy  every  fpecies  of  power  and  authority  exercifed  by  Britilh 
fubjefts  to  the  oppreflion,  wrong,  and  detriment  of  the  people,  and  to  the  irn- 
poverilhment  and  defolation  of  the  countries  fubjeft  to  it. 

The  propagators  of  the  calumnies  againft  that  houfe  of  Parliament  have  been 
indefatigable  in  exaggerating  the  fuppofed  injury  done  to  the  Eaft  India  company 
by  the  fufpenfon  of  the  authorities  which  they  have,  in  every  inftance,  abufed  j 
ffl,s  if  power  had  been  wrefted,  by  wrong  and  violence,  from  juft  and  prudent 
hands  }  but  they  have,  with  equal  care,  concealed  the  weighty  grounds  and  reax 
Ions  on  which  that  houfe  had  adopted  the  molt  moderate  of  all  pofuble  expedients 
for  refculng  the  natives  of  India  from  oppreftion,  and  for  faving  the  interests  of 
the  real  and  honeft  proprietors  of  their  ftock,  as  well  as  that  great  national,  com¬ 
mercial  concern,  from  imminent  ruin. 

The  minifters  aforefaid  b  ve  alfo  caufed  it  to  be  reported,  that  the  houfe  of 
commons  have  confifcated  the  property  of  the  Eaft  India  company.  It  is  the 
reverfe  of  truth.  The  whole  management  was  a  truft  for  the  proprietors  j  under 
their  own  infpeftion  (and  it  was  fo  provided  for  in  the  bill)  and  Under  the  inlpec- 
tion  of  parliament.  That  bill,  fo  far  from  confifcating  the  company’s  property* 
was  the  only  one  which,  for  feveral  years  paft,  did  not,  in  fome  fhape  or  other  j 
affeft  their  property,  or  reftrain  them  in  the  difpolition  of  it. 

It  is  proper  that  his  majcfty  and  all  his  people  fhould  be  informed,  that  the 
houfe  of  commons  have  proceeded,  with  regard  to  the  Eaft  India  company,  with 
a  degree  of  care,  circumlpeftion,  and  deliberation,  which  has  not  been  equalled 
in  the  hiftory  of  parliamentary  proceedings.  For  fixteen  years  the  llate  and  con¬ 
dition  of  that  body  has  never  been  wholly  out  of  their  view  :  in  the  year  1767  the 
houfe  took  thofe  objefts  into  confideration,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  i 
the  bufmefs  was  purfued  in  the  following  year ;  in  the  year  i 772,  two  committees 
were  appointed  for  the  fame  purpofe,  which  examined  into  their  affairs  with 
much  diligence*  and  made  very  ample  reports  :  in  the  year  1773,  the  proceedings* 
were  carried  to  an  aft  of  parliament,  which  proved  ineffeftuai  to  its  purpofe ;  the  . 

oppreflicns 


9 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [161 

peated  four  or  five  times  in  the  year  :  As  this  regulation  would  caufe  a 

he  therefore  prdpoi'ed  to  reduce  the  deficiency 'in  the  revenue  of  about 
duty  on  tea  to  12/.  ioj.  percent.  600,000/.  per  annum,  he  propofed 

to 

oppreflions  and  abufes  in  India  having  fince  rather  increafed  than  diminiffied,  on 
account  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  temptations  and  convenience  of  the  opportunities, 
which  got  the  better  of  the  legiflative  provilions  calculated  againft  ill  pra&ices 
then  in  their  beginnings  :  infomuch  that,  in  1781,  two  committees  were  again 
inftituted,  who  have  made  feventeen  reports.  It  was  upon  the  molt  minute,  exact, 
and  laborious  colle6tion  and  difcuffion  of  fa6ts,  that  the  late  houfe  of  commons 
proceeded  in  the  reform  which  they  attempted  in  the  adminiftrafion  of  India, 
but  which  has  been  fruftrated  by  ways  and  means  the  molt  difhonourable  to  his 
majefty’s  government,  and  the  molt  pernicious  to  the  conftitution  of  this  king¬ 
dom.  His  majeity  was  fo  feniible  of  the  diforders  in  the  company’s  adminiftra- 
tion,  tliat  the  conlideration  of  that  fubjedt  was  no  lefs  than  fix  times  recoin-- 
mended  to  this  houfe  in  fpeeches  from  the  throne. 

The  refult  of  the  parliamentary  enquiries  has  been,  that  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany  was  found  totally  corrupted,  and  totally  perverted  from  the  purpcfes  of  its 
mftitution,  whether  political  or  commercial  ;  that  the  powers  of  war  and  peace 
given  by  the  charter  had  been  abufed,  by  kindling  hoftilities  in  every  quarter  for 
the  purpofes  of  rapine  ;  that  ahnoft  all  the  treaties  of  peace  they  have  made,  have 
only  given  caufe  to  fo  many  breaches  of  public  faith  ;  that  countries  once  the  moll 
flourilhing  are  reduced  to  a  Hate  of  indigence,  decay,  and  depopulation,  to  the  di¬ 
minution  of  our  ftrength,  and  to  the  infinite  difhonour  of  our  national  charadler  5 
that  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  are  notorioufly,  and  aim  oil  in  every  inftance,  de- 
fpifecl  y  that  the  fervants  of  the  company,  by  the  purchafe  of  qualifications  to  vote 
in  the  general  court,  and  at  length,  by  getting  the  company  itfelf  deeply  in  their 
debt,  have  obtained  the  entire  and  abfolute  mattery  in  the  body,  by  which  they 
ought  to  have  been  ruled  and  coerced.  Thus  their  malverfations  in  office  are 
fupporied  inftead  of  being  checked  by  the  company.  The  whole  of  the  affairs  of 
that  body  are  reduced  to  a  moil  perilous  fituation  ;  and  many  millions  of  innocent 
and  deferving  men  who  are  under  the  proteftion  of  this  nation,  and  who  ought  to 
be  protefted  by  it,  are  oppreffed  by  a  moft  defpot'ic  and  rapacious  tyranny.  The 
company  and  their  fervants  having  ftrengthened  themfelves  by  this  confederacy, 
have  fet  at  defiance  the  authority  and  admonitions  of  this  houfe  employed  to  re¬ 
form  them  ;  and  when  this  houfe  had  felecled  certain  principal  delinquents,  whom 
they  declared  it  the  duty  of  the  company  to  recall,  the  company  held  out  its  legal 
privileges  againft  all  reformation  ;  positively  refufed  to  recall  them  ;  and  fup- 
ported  thofe  who  had  fallen  under  the  juft  cenfure  of  this  houfe,  with  new  and 
ftronger  marks  of  countenance  and  approbation. 

The  late  houfe  discovering  the  reverfed  fituation  of  the  company,  by  which  the 
nominal  fervants  are  really  the  mafters,  and  the  offenders  are  become  their  own 
judges,  thought  fit  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  theft  commerce;  and  they  have 
alfo  discovered  that  their  commercial  affairs  are  in  the  greateft  diforder ;  that  their 
debts  have  accumulated  beyond  any  prefent  or  obvious  future  means  of  payment, 
at  leaft  under  the  adltial  adminiftration  of  their  affairs  ;  that  this  condition  of  the 
Eaft  India  company  has  begun  to  affeft  the  finking  fund  itfelf,  on  which  the 
public  credit  of  the  kingdom  refts,  a  million  and  upwards  being  due  to  the  cuf- 
toms,  which  that  houfe  of  commons,  vvhofe  intentions  towards  the  company  have 
been  fo  grofsly  mifreprefented,  were  indulgent  enough  to  rdpite.  And  thus,  in- 
ftead  of  confiicating  their  property,  the  company  received  without  intereft  (which 
in  fuch  a  cafe  had  been  before  charged)  the  ufe  of  a  very  large  fum  of  the  public 
money.  The  revenues  are  under  the  peculiar  care  of  tins  houfe,  not  only  as  the 
Vol.  XXVII,  [  L  ]  revenues 
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to  make  good  the  fame  by  an  addi-  tional  burthen,  but  ought  to  be  con£U 
tional  window  tax.  This  tax,  he  dered  as  a  commutation,  and  would 
faid,  would  not  be  felt  as  an  addi-  in  fad  prove  favourable  to  the  fub- 

jed: 

revenues  originate  from  us,  but  as,  on  every  failure  of  the  funds^fet  apart  for  fup- 
port  of  the  national  credit,  or  to  provide  for  the  national  ffrength  and  fafety,  th« 
talk  of  fupplying  every  deficiency  falls  upon  his  majefty’s  faithful  commons,  this 
houfe  mufi,  in  effect,  tax  the  people.  The  houfe  therefore,  at  every  moment,  in¬ 
curs  the  hazard  of  becoming  obnoxious  to  its  conftituents. 

The  enemies  of  the  late  houfe  of  commons  rel’olved,  if  pofiible,  to  bring  on  that 
event.  T'hey  therefore  endeavoured  to  mifreprefent  the  provident  means  adopted 
by  the  houfe  of  commons  for  keeping  off'  this  invidious  necefiity,  as  an  attack  on 
the  rights  of  the  Eaft  India  company  5  for  they  well  knew,  that  on  the  one  hand 
if,  for  want  of  proper  regulation  and  relief,  the  company  ffiould  become  infolvent, 
or  even  ftop  payment,  the  national  credit  and  commerce  would  fuftain  an  heavy 
blow  5  and  tliat  calamity  would  be  juftly  imputed  to  parliament,  which  after  liich 
long  enquiries,  and  fuch  frequent  admonitions  from  his  majefty,  had  neglerited  fo 
effential  and  fo  urgent  an  article  of  their  duty  :  on  the  other  hand  they  knew,  that, 
wholly  corrupted  as  the  company  is,  nothing  effectual  could  be  done  to  preferve 
that  intereft  from  ruin,  without  taking  for  a  time  the  national  objerils  of  their  truft 
out  of  their  hands  ;  and  then  a  cry  would  be  induffrioufly  raffed  againff  the  houfe 
of  commons,  as  depriving  Britifh  fubjerits  of  their  legal  privileges.  The  reftraint, 
being  plain  and  fimple,  muff  be  eafiiy  underffood  by  thofe  who  would  be  brought 
with  great  difficulty  to  comprehend  the  intricate  detail  of  matters  of  faff,  which 
rendered  this  fufpenllon  of  the  admmiff ration  of  India  abiolutely  neceffary  011 
motives  of  juftice,  of  policy,  of  public  honour,  and  public  fafety. 

The  houle  of  commons  had  not  been  able  to  devife  a  method,  by  which  the  re- 
drefs  of  grievances  could  be  effected  through  the  authors  of  thofe  grievances  5  nor 
could  they  imagine  how  corruptions  could  be  purified  by  the  corrupters  and  the 
corrupted  5  nor  do  we  now  conceive,  how  any  reformation  can  proceed  from  the 
known  abettors  and  fupporters  of  the  perfons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  miffle- 
meanors  which  parliament  has  reprobated,  and  who  for  their  own  ill  purpofes  have 
given  countenance  to  a  falfe  and  delufive  ffate  of  the  company's  affairs,  fabricated 
to  miflead  parliament,  and  to  impofe  upon  the  nation. 

Your  commons  feel,  with  a  juft  refentment,  the  inadequate  eftimate  which  your 
minifters  have  formed  of  the  importance  of  this  great  concern.  They  call  on  us 
to  acl  upon  tire  principles  <?f  thole  who  have  not  enquired  into  the  fubjerit  ;  and  to 
condemn  thofe  who,  with  the  moil  laudable  diligence,  have  examined  and  ferutinized 
every  part  of  it.  The  deliberations  of  parliament  have  been  broken  ;  the  feafon 
of  the  year  is  unfavourable ;  many  of  us  are  new  members,  who  muff  be  wholly 
unacquainted  with  the  fubjerit,  which  lies  remote  from  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
general  information. 

We  are  cautioned  againff  an  infringement  of  the  conftitution  $  and  it  is  iin- 
poffible  to  know,  what  the  fecret  advifers  of  the  crown,  who  have  driven  out  the 
late  minifters  for  their  condurit  in  parliament,  and  have  diffblved  the  late  parlia¬ 
ment  for  a  pretended  attack  upon  prerogative,  will  conllder  as  fuch  an  infringe¬ 
ment.  We  are  not  furnifhed  with  a  rule,  the  obfervance  of  which  can  make  us 
fafe  from  the  refentment  of  the  crown,  even  by  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  the  minifters  who  have  advifed  that  fpeech  :  wo  know’  not  how  foon  thofe 
minifters  may  be  difay  owed  5  and  how  foon  the  members  of  this  houfe,  for  our 
very  agreement  with  them,  may  be  cbnfidered  as  obj cribs  of  his  majefty’s  dff- 
pleafure,  Until  by  his  majefty’s  good:) els  and  wildom  the  late  example  is  com¬ 
pletely  done  away,  we  are  not  free. 

We 
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jeft  :  a  houfe,  for  inftance,  of  nine 
windows,  which  would  be  rated  at 
ior.  6d.  might  be  fuppofed  to  con- 
fume  71b.  of  tea  ;  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  old  duties  on  which,  and 
the  new  duty  propoied,  might,  at  an 
average,  amount  to  1  /.  5 s.  10 d.  fo 
that  fuch  a  family  would  gain  by  the 
commutation  15/.  4 d. 

But  the  principal  benefit  he  ex¬ 
pected  from  this  meafure  was  the 
abfolute  ruin  of  the  fmuggling  trade, 
which,  he  faid,  fubfifted  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  profit  of  their  teas. 
Another  benefit  would  be,  the  time¬ 
ly  and  neceffary  relief  it  would  af¬ 
ford  the  Eafl  India  company.  By 
this  regulation  they  would  find  a 
vent  for  thirteen,  irtftead  of  five  mil¬ 
lions  of  pounds  of  tea,  and  would  be 
enabled  to  take  twenty  more  large 
fliips  into  their  fervice. 

The  aft  met  with  a  warm  oppoli- 
tion  in  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
It  was  denied  to  have  any  claim  to 
the  principle  of  commutation— -Tea, 
though  an  article  of  pretty  general 
ufe,  was  ftill  an  article  of  luxury  ; 
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the  admiflion  of  light  into  houfes 
was  indifpenfably  neceffary  ;  the  aft 
therefore,  in  effeft,  compelled  all 
perfons,  whether  they  drank  tea  or 
not,  to  pay  a  tax  for  it.  The  chief 
benefit  from  the  meafure  would  ac¬ 
crue  to  the  Chinefe,  who,  by  the  in- 
creafing  confumption  of  tea,  and 
demands  for  a  higher-priced  fort, 
would  draw  out  of  this  country  mo¬ 
ney  to  double  the  amount  they  had 
done  before.  The  company  might, 
indeed,  derive  confiderable  gains  ; 
but  they  mull  all  come  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  without  any 
return  ;  and  one  truth  would  be 
made  very  clear,  that  the  trade  of 
the  company  was  not  a  matter  of 
fuch  infinite  confequence  to  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  kingdom,  fmce,  with¬ 
out  the  intervention  of  their  im¬ 
ports,  we  could  raife  the  fame  fums 
upon  our  houfes  and  windows  at 
home. 

But  allowing  the  general  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  bill  to  be  unexceptiona¬ 
ble,  it  was  reprobated  as  a  danger¬ 
ous  experiment.  The  duty  on"  tea 


We  are  well  aware,  in  providing  for  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft,  what  an  adult 
ffrength  of  abufe,  and  of  wealth  and  influence  growing  out  of  that'abufe,  his 
majefty’s  commons  had,  in  the  laft  parliament,  and  we  ftill  have,  to  ftruo-gle  with. 
We  are  fenfible  that  the  influence  of  that  wealth,  in  a  much  larger  degree  and 
meafure  than  at  any  former  period,  may  have  penetrated  into  the  very  quarter  from 
whence  alone  any  real  reformation  can  be  expefted. 

If,  therefore,  in  the  arduous  affairs  recommended  to  us,  our  proceedings  fhould 
be  ill  adapted,  feeble,  and  ineffectual}  if  no  delinquency  fhould  be  prevented,  and 
no  delinquent  fhould  befcalled  to  account ;  if  every  perfon  fhould  be  careffed,  pro¬ 
moted,  and  railed  in  power,  in  proportion  to  the  enormity  of  his  offences  ;  if  no 
relief  fhould  be  given  to  any  of  the  natives  unjuftly  difpoffsffed  of  their  rights, 
jurifdictions,  and  properties  }  if  no  cruel  and  unjuft  exactions  fhail  be  forborne}  if 
the  fource  of  no  peculation,  or  oppreffive  gain  fhould  be  cut  off  j  if,  by  the  bmif- 
fion  of  the  opportunities  that  were  in  our  hands,  our  Indian  empire  fhould  fall  into 
ruin  irretrievable,  and  in  its  fall  crufh  the  credit,  and  overwhelm  the  revenues  of 
this  country,  we  ftand  acquitted  to  our  honour,  and  to  our  confidence,  who  have 
reiuftantly  feen  the  weightieft  interefts  of  our  country,  at  times  the  moft  critical 
t6  its  dignity  and  fafety,  rendered  the  lport  of  the  inconfiderate  and  unmeafured 
ambition  of  individuals,  and  by  that  means  the  wifdom  of  his  majefty’s  o-overn- 
ment  degraded  in  the  public  eftimation,  and  the  policy  and  charafter  of  this  re¬ 
nowned  nation  rendered  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe. 

[L}2 
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was  one  of  the  main  pillars  of  the 
revenue ;  it  was  paid  without  a 
murmur,  and  by  prudent  regula¬ 
tions  might  be  very  greatly  ex¬ 
tended.  It  was  alfo  much  doubted. 
Whether  it  would  produce  the  eiFefts 
expected  from  it  in  the  fuppreffion 
of  fmuggling.  The  price  of  tea  on 
the  continent  was  7-  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  at  the  company’s  fades, 
and  this,  added  to  the  12!  per  cent, 
duty,  it  was  contended,  would  be  a 
fuihcient  compenfation  for  all  the 
rifles  run  by  the  (muggier. 

The  public  meafures  next  brought 
forward  by  the  niinifter,  related  to 
an  object  that  required  all  the  ad- 
drefs  and  management  he  poffefTed. 
The  firlt  was  a  bill  to  enable  the 
Eafc  India  company  to  divide  8  per 
cent,  intereft  on  their  capital.  By  the 
iudden  diffolution  of  the  late  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  committee  to  whom  the 
examination  of  the  hate  of  the 
company’s  affairs  had  been  referred, 
was  prevented  from  niaking  any 
progrefs  in  that  bulinefs  ;  and  tho’ 
the  enquiry  was  refumed  as  early  as 
poffible  in  the  prefent  feffion,  yet, 
before  any  report  could  be  made, 
the  houfe  was  reduced  to  the  necef- 
iity,  either  of  authorizing  the  com¬ 
pany  to  make  a  dividend,  without 
any  information  relative  to  their 
abilities  fo  to  do,  or  to  endanger 
their  credit,  by  refufing  its  confent. 
All  the  difgraceful  and  dangerous 
circum ftances  of  this  dilemma  were 
ffirongly  urged  by  the  late  minifters 
again  It  their  fucceffors  ;  and  as  the 
bed  and  fafed  means  of  extricating 
the  public  out  of  the  difficulty,  it 
was  propofed  to  make  the  dividend 
,6  percent,  indead  of  8.  It  was  ad¬ 
mitted  on  all  ddes,  that  the  affairs 
of  the  company  were,  at  lead,  not 
in  the  mod  dour  Tiling  condition  ; 
and  it  was  dated,  not  only  as  a 


mockery,  but  as  an  aft  of  real  in- 
judice  to  the  public,  that,  while  the 
company  was  applying  to  parlia¬ 
ment  for  a  condderable  pecuniary 
relief,  they  Arnold  take  care  to  di¬ 
vide  amongft  themfelves  as  much  as 
they  had  divided  under  the  mod  fa¬ 
vourable  circumdances ;  and  that 
they  fhould  not  take  upon  them¬ 
felves  any  part  of  the  diftreffes  oc~ 
cafioned  by  their  own  mifmanage- 
ment,  but  lay  all  upon  the  public. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  neceffity 
of  the  cafe,  and  the  probable 
grounds  for  fuppofing  that  the  com¬ 
pany  might  be,  indulged  in  a  di¬ 
vidend  of  8  per  cent,  without  any 
detriment  to  the  public,  were  chiedy 
infided  on.  It  was  alfo  urged  in 
favour  of  the  company,  that  their 
didreffes  did  not  arife  from  their 
own  faults,  but  that  they  had  par¬ 
taken  in  the  general  calamity 
which,  in  confequence  of  the  war, 
had  involved  the  whole  country. 

The  bill,  as  originally  propofed, 
paiTed  the  houfe  of  commons  with¬ 
out  a  dividon  $  and  after  a  warm 
debate  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  palled, 
on  a  dividon  of  28  to  9. 

The  fecond  aft  was  to  allow  the 
company  a  further  refpite  of  duties 
due  to  the  Exchequer ;  to  enable 
them  to  .accept  of  bills  beyond  the 
amount  prefcribed  by  former  afts 
of  parliament ;  and  to  edablilh  their 
future  dividends. 

Thefe  proportions  gave  rife  to 
frequent  debates.  The  partiality 
of  the  minifter  towards  the  India 
company  was  allowed  to  be  highly 
and  juflly  merited  ;  and  the  proofs 
he  gave  them  of  his  gratitude  in 
the  commutation  aft,  the  dividend 
aft,  and  the  prefent  bill,  kept  pace 
with  his  feme  of  the  obligation  he 
owed  them.  But  hitherto,  it  was 
obferved,  he  had  been  difcharging 

the 
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the  debt  out  of  other  people’s 
pockets,  and  it  remained  to  be  ieen, 
in  his  bill  for  the  better  govern¬ 
ment  of  their  affairs,  whether  he 
would  be  as  ready  to  furrender  to 
them  his  minifterial  power,  as  ha 
was  to  affid  them  with  the  public 
money. 

As  an  amendment  to  the  fird  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  bill,  it  was  propofed  by 
Mr.  Dempder,  that  the  company 
fhould  pay  q  per  cent,  for  the  money 
owing  to  the  public  ;  but  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  negatived. 

With  relpeft  to  the  authorizing 
the  acceptance  of  bills,  an  objec¬ 
tion  was  darted  by  Mr.  Fox,  which, 
if  it  be  allowed  any  weight,  would 
be  of  the  utmod  confequence  to  the 
public.  Parliament,  lie  obferved, 
having  a  fuperintending  power  over 
the  company,  and  its  confent  being 
neceffary  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
bills  in  queflion,  the  public  might 
well  conclude  that  the  refources  of 
the  company  were  equal  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  thofe  bills,  if  parliament 
fhould  authorize  their  acceptance, 
and  might  thereby  be  induced  to 
take  them  as  good  fecurity :  as 
therefore  parliament,  which  is  alio 
the  guardian  of  the  public  inte- 
reds,  would  be  the  caufe  why  the 
money  was  advanced,  fo,  in  cafe  ot 
infolvency,  it  would  4ie  bound  in 
equity  to  fee  that  no  one  differed 
from  the  effefts  of  its  partiality, 
negligence,  or  incapacity. 

This  doftrine,  it  was  contended 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  houie,  was 
totally  inadmiffible ;  and  the  cafe 
was  dated  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner : —  By  the  aft  of  1773  the  pub¬ 
lic  became  entitled  to  a  certain 
fhare  in  the  company’s  profits,  af¬ 
ter  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent.  ;  and, 
as  a  fecurity  for  this  fhare,  the 
company  were  bound  not  to  accept 


of  bills  beyond  a  certain  amount, 
until  it  was  paid,  without  the  confent 
of  the  Qommiffioners  of  the  trea- 
fury.  When  therefore  parliament 
gives  filch  confent,  it  amounts  only 
to  this,  that  the  public  confents  to 
give  up,  for  the  prefent,  the  lecu- 
rity  it  pofTeffed  for  the  payment  of 
its  flare  in  the  company’s  profits. 

The'  extreme  inconiidency  be¬ 
tween  the  third  objeft  of  the  bill 
and  the  fir  ft,  was  handled  with 
great  feverity.  To  fupport  the 
fir  it,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  (hew, 
that  the  affairs  of  the  company  were 
in  fo  deplorable  a  date  as  to  dand 
in  need  of  every  pofiible  affidance. 
To  judify  the  lad,  it  was  required 
to  prove,  that  they  were  in  fo  dou- 
rifhing  a  condition  as  to  afford  an 
enormous  dividend.  The  preference 
given  by  the  mi  aider  to  the  com¬ 
pany  ’s(  intereds  over  thofe  of  the 
public,  weighed  down  and  finking 
under  the  burthen  of  taxes,  was 
again  reverted  to  ;  and  the  houfe 
was  warned  again  ft  the  rapid  ftrides 
with  which  the  faftions  of  the  India 
company,  after  plundering  and  ra- 
vaging  the  Eaft,  were  advancing  to 
controul  and  domineer  over  the  go¬ 
vernment  and  councils  of  this  king¬ 
dom. 

After  feveral  diviftons,  the  bill 
palTed  both  houfes,  and  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  aft  ‘  *  for  the  better 
t<r  government  of  the  affairs  of  the 
<c  Eaft  India  company,”  &c.  This 
aft,  though  framed  upon  the  fame 
model  with  that  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Pitt  in  the  lad  parliament,  yet  dif¬ 
fered  from  it  conliderably  in  feveral 
material  points.  The  powers  of 
the  board  of  controul,  which,  in 
contrail  to  the  plan  of  the  late 
minidry,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  temper  of  thofe  times,  was  kept 
1  as  fubor'dinate  as  poftible,  were  now 
[  i  ]  3  greatly 
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greatly  enlarged.  In  cafes  of  ur¬ 
gency,  which  might  not  admit  the 
delays  of  confultation,  and  in  cafes 
of  fecrecy,  which  might  not  admit 
of  previous  communication,  they 
arc  enabled  to  ilfue  and  tranfmlt 
their  own  orders  to  India,  without 
their  being  fubjed  to  the  revilion 
of  the  court  of  diredors.  It  alfo 
veils  in  the  governor  general  and 
council  an  abfolute  power  over  the 
other  prejfidencies  in  all  points  re¬ 
lative  to  tranfadions  with  the  conn* 
try  powers,  and  in  all  applications 
of  the  revenues  and  forces  in  time 
of  war,  with  a  power  of  fufpenfion 
in  cafe  of  difobedience. 

The  fecond  part  of  the  bill  con¬ 
tains  a  variety  of  internal  regula¬ 
tions  refpeding  the  affairs  of  India. 
The  claufes  relative  to  the  debts  of 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  to  the  difputes 
Between  him  and  the  Rajah  of  Tan- 
jore,  and  to  the  relief  of  difpoffeffed 
Zemindars,  and  other  native  land¬ 
holders,  were  adopted  from  Mr.Fox’s 
India  bill,  with  fome  exceptions  and 
limitations.  Various  reliridions  are 
alfo  laid  upon  the  patronage  of  the 
diredors,  and  retrenchments  dired- 
ed  to  be  'made  in  the  company’s 
cftablifbments. 

The  third  part  of  the  bill  relates 
to  the'  puriifhment  of  Indian  delin¬ 
quency.  AllBritilhfubjeds  are  made 
amenable  to  the  courts  of  ju dice  in 
England  for  all  ads  done  in  India. 
The  receiving  ofprefents  is  declared 
to  be  extortion,  and  difobedience  of 
orders,  and  all  corrupt  bargains  to 
be  inifdemeanors,  and  punifhable 
as  fuch.  Power  is  given  to  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  the  feveral  fettlements 
to  feize  all  perfons  fufpeded  of  car¬ 
rying  on  illicit  correfpondence, 
and,  if  neceffary,  to  fend  them  to 
England.  Every  company’s  fer- 
vant  is  required,  within  two  months 
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after  his  return  to  England,  to  de¬ 
liver  in  upon  oath  to  the  court  of 
exchequer,  an  inventory  of  his  real 
and  perfonal  ellates,  and  a  copy 
thereof  to  the  court  of  diredors  for 
the  infpedtioft  of  the  proprietors ; 
and,  in  cafe  any  complaint  fhould 
be  made  thereupon  by  the  board  of 
controul,  the  court  of  diredors,  or 
any  three  proprietors  poffefling 
flock  to  the  amount  conjundively 
of  10,000  /.  the  court  of  exchequer 
are  required  to  examine  the  perfon 
complained  of  upon  oath,  and  to 
imprifon  him  until  he  fhall  have  an- 
fwered  the  interrogatories  put  to 
him  to  their  fatisfadion  ;  and  any 
negled  or  concealment  herein  is 
punilhed  by  imprifonment,  for¬ 
feiture  of  all  his  eftates,  both  real 
and  perfonal,  and  an  incapacity  of 
ever  ferving  the  company  again. 

Laflly;  for  the  more  fpeedy  and 
effedual  profecution  of  perfons 
charged  with  crimes  committed  in 
the  Raft  Indies,  a  new  court  of 
juflice  is  appointed,  confiding  of 
three  judges,  appointed  by  the 
three  courts,  four  peers,  and  fix 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons : 
the  four  peers  to  be  taken  by  lot 
out  of  a  lift  of  26,  which  fhall  be 
chofen  by  ballot  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  every  left! on  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  fix  commoners  out 
of  a  lift  of  40  members,  chofen  in 
the  fame  manner  ;  liberty  being 
given  to  the  party  accufed,  and  to 
the  profecutor,  to  challenge  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  the  fame.  The  ad 
alfo  direds,  that  all  depofitions  of 
witneffes  taken  in  India,  and  all 
writings  received  by  the  court  of 
diredors,  and  copies  of  thofe  fent 
out  by  them,  (hail  be  received  as 
legal  evidence.  The  judgment  of 
the  court  is  made  final,  and  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  fine  and  imprifonment,  and 

to 
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to  declaring  the  party  incapable  of 
ever  ferving  the  company  in  any 
capacity  whatever. 

This  bill  met  with  a  Strenuous 
opposition  in  almoft  every  Stage  of 
its  progrefs  through  both  houfes. 
As  the  principle  of  the  fir  it  part  of 
the  bill  is  the  fame  with  that  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  late  parlia¬ 
ment,  it  is  unneceSSary  for  us  to 
go  over  again  the  grounds  on 
which  it  was  oppofed  and  defend¬ 
ed.  The  extension  of  the  power  of 
the  board  of  controul,  a  meafure 
adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
greater  vigour  and  efficacy  to  the 
whole  fyftem,  was  objeded  to  as  in¬ 
congruous  to  the  avowed  principle 
of  the  bill,  and  insufficient  for  the 
purpofes  alledged  to  be  aimed  at 
by  it.  The  enlarged  powers  con¬ 
ferred  on  the  governor  general  were 
alfo  objected  to  as  an  inverfion  of 
the  order  of  government,  which 
requires  that  authority,  exercifed 
at  a  distance  from  the  contreuling 
power,  and  fubjed  to  almolt  infu- 
perable  temptations.  Should  be  as 
limited  as  poffibie.  The  bill  was 
founded  on  thefe  notorious  fads- — 
that  the  government  of  the  com¬ 
pany  at  home,  in  the  hands  of  the 
diredors,  was  weak  and  impolitic, 
and  that  the  condud  of  their  fer- 
vants  abroad  was  difobfedient,  cruel, 
and  rapacious  ;  yet  the  bill  con¬ 
firmed  the  government  in  the  hands 
of  the  former,  and  increafed  the 
powers  of  the  latter.  A  board  of 
controul  was  indeed  instituted  ;  but 
this  confufion  of  all  the  effential 
powers  of  government,  the  nomi¬ 
nal  fovereignty  of  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,  the  arbitrary  fuperinten- 
dance  of  the  board  of  controul,  and 
the  defpotic  power  conferred  on  the 
governor  general,  Seemed  to  be  the 
most  complete  recipe  for  compofing 
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a  weak,  inefficient,  and  corrupt  go¬ 
vernment,  that  human  invention 
could  SuggeSt. 

In  anSvver  to  theSe  objedtions  it 
was  aiferted,  that  the  adjustment  of 
thefe  feveral  powers  had  been  regu¬ 
lated  by  a  due  attention  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  object,  to  the  rights  of 
individuals,  and  to  the  Safety  of  the 
constitution.  That  the  whole  plan 
was  neceSfarily  an  experiment ;  but 
that  it  was  evident,  from  the  form 
of  our  own  polity,  that  a  mixed 
government  did  not  imply  one  weak 
or  inefficient.  With  reipect  to  the 
great  authority  veiled  in  the  gover¬ 
nor  general,  it  was  defended  as  moft 
fuitable  to  the  genius  and  preju¬ 
dices  of  the  country  where  it  was  to 
be  exercifed. 

In  the  fecond  part  of  the  bill,  it 
was  remarked,  that  the  claufes  re-v 
fpedting  diSobedience  of  orders,  the 
commencing  of  wars,  and  the  Suc¬ 
cession  to  offices  by  Seniority,  were 
rendered  nugatory  by  Several  ex¬ 
ceptions  and  limitations.  Thefe 
exceptions  were,  on  the  other  hand, 
defended  as  neceifary  precautions 
againft  circumstances  and  events  in. 
which  it  might  be  neceSTary  to  per¬ 
mit  the  exerciSe  of  a  discretionary 
power.  The  inefficiency  of  the 
claufe  relative  to  the  oppreSTed  na¬ 
tive  landholders,  the  ruinous  delay 
which  would  attend  the  mode  of 
proceeding  di reded  for  their  relief, 
and  the  abufes  to  which  it  was  lia¬ 
ble,  were  alfo  Strongly  objeded  to; 
but  the  claufe  was  adopted  by  the 
majority  on  the  fame  grounds  as 
the  former. 

Thelalt  part  of  the  bill  encoun¬ 
tered  a  more  vehement  oppofition, 
and  the  minister  was  called  on,  but 
in  vain,  to  fubmit  it  to  the  free 
judgment  of  the  houfe  by  makin 
it  a  feparate  ad.  The  trial  by 
L 1  4  ]  Ju*y 
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,  jury  of  peers  has  ever  been  confi- 
dered  in  this  kingdom  as  a  right  of 
fo  facred  a  nature,  that  the  flighted 
attempt  to  infringe  upon  it  had  hi¬ 
therto  never  failed  to  occadon  an 
univerfal  alarm.  But  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  a  new  court  of  judicature 
was  not  the  only  innovation  which 
the  bill  made  upon  the  conditution. 
The  obligation  to  fvvear  to  the 
amount  of  property,  and  the  powers 
granted  to  the  courts  of  enforcing 
interrogatories,  tended  to  force  per- 
fons  to  criminate  tliemfelves,  and 
were  modes  of  inquifitorial  pro¬ 
ceedings  unknown  to  the  fubjefts  of 
this  ifland.  It  was  confidently  de¬ 
nied,  that  there  was  any  neceflity 
for  fo  alarming  a  departure  from 
the  eftablHlied  principles  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  conditution  ;  and  it  was 
therefore  prefumed,  that  it  could 
have  been  done  with  no  other  than 
a  corrupt  view,  to  draw  the  rich  and  ' 
powerful  fervants  of  the  Eafl  India 
company  into  a  de  pen dance  upon 
the  crown  for  its  protection. 

Notwithdanding  the>  weight  of 
popular  odium,  which  the  minxder 
was  likely  to  incur  by  this  pro¬ 
ceeding,  he  neverchelefs  periided 
in  fupporting  his  meafure.  He 
declared  his  conviction,  that  the 
ordinary  courts  of  juflice  ’were  to¬ 
tally  inadequate  to  the  talk  of  do¬ 
ing  fubdantial  juflice  upon  Indian 


delinquents, and  that  there  were  many 
crimes  committed  there  for  which 
the  common  law  had  provided  no  re- 
drefs.— -At  the  fame  time  he  did 
not  conceive  that  the  principle  on 
which  he  proceeded  was  fo  totally 
unknown  in  the  juriiprudpnce  of 
this  kingdom.  It  was  recognized 
in  the  whole  code  of  martial  law. 
As  to  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
he  trailed  he  had  diffidently  guard¬ 
ed  againfl  any  apprehenfions,  by 
the  mode  directed  for  the  confdtu- 
tion  of  the  new  court  of  judica¬ 
ture. 

The  bill  at  length  paded  both 
houfes,  after  frequent  divifions,  in 
which  very  large  majorities  fol¬ 
lowed  the  opinion  of  the  minifler. 

On  the  30th  of  June  Mr.  Pitt 
opened  the  national  accounts  for 
the  prefent  year,  or  what  is  gene¬ 
rally  termed  the  Budget. 

After  having  recapitulated  the 
{applies  which  had  been  granted 
by  parliament,  and  the  ways  and 
means  for  railing  them,  he  dated, 
that  the  ways  and  means  fell  juft 
within  6,000,000/.  of  the  funi 
voted  for  the  fupplies  ;  and  this  lad 
furri  he  propofed  to  raife  by  a  loan. 
The  terms  which  he  had  come,  to 
with  the  fubferibers  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  ;  viz.  for  every  £.  100  fub- 
feribed,  the  public  would  give 


£.  100  3  per  cents,  valued  at 

50  4  per  cents,  valued  at  - 
5  s.  6d.  by  annuities,  valued  at 


£■57  12  6 

37  8  9 

4  l7  nf 


Total 


99  19  2t- 


Thus  the  fum  to  be  paid  by  the 
public  would  be  fomewhat  fhort  of 
what  would  be  lent  :  however  this 
would  be  made  up  to  the  money¬ 


lender  by  a  douceur  of  lottery 
tickets,  which  would  cod  the  public 
nothing :  to  a  fubferiber  of  £.  i  ,000 
ihould.be  given  fix  lottery  tickets, 
5  and 
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and  To  on  in  proportion  to  the  in¬ 
creased  amount  of  each.  Subscrip¬ 
tion. 

With  refpeft  to  the  unfunded 
debt,  v  ucn  amounted  to  upwards 
of  £.  1 2,000,000  in  navy  bills,  and 
£.1,000,000  in  ordnance  deben¬ 
tures,  though  he  intended  to  fur.  .1  only 
Seven  millions  of  this  debt,  itiii,  as 
moil  of  the  navv  bills  actually  bore 
intered,  and  as  the  in  ter  e  it  on  that 
part  which  he  did  not  mean  to 
fund  this  year,  would  amount  to 
£.  28  000,  he  propofed  to  lay  on 

taxes  this  year  for  the  intereit  of 
the  whole,  notwithftanding  only 
half  of  it  would  be  funded. 

Agreeable  to  this  calculation, 
the  fum  necefiary  for  paying  the  in- 
terert  on  the  loan,  the  part  of  the 
unfunded  debt  which  he  propofed 
to  fund,  and  the  four  per  cents,  on 
that  which  he  would  leave  unfund¬ 
ed  till  the  next  year,  would  amount 
to  a  little  more  than  £.900,000  ;  io 
that  if  the  new  taxes  lhould  pro¬ 
duce  the  fums  that  he  expedited  from 
them,  there  v^ould  be  a  furplus  of 
fomevvhat  more  than  £.  30,000  in 
favour  of  the  public.  t 

The  taxes  which  he  produced,  met 
in  general  but  with  little  oppofition, 
if  we  except  that  which  propofed 
an  additional  duty  on  coals,  and 
which  was  finally  rejected,  and 
Some  others  fubftituted  in  its  room. 

He  concluded  with  declaring, 
that  he  had  ltudioufly  endeavoured 
to  do  what  he  held  to  be  the  indif- 
penfable  duty  of  every  perfon  ho¬ 
noured  with  the  high  office  he 
hel  l  ;  viz.  to  difguife  nothing  from 
the  public  that  affebted  their  real  in¬ 
tereit,  but  to  bring  every  particular 
of  that  nature,  forward  ;  and,  how¬ 


ever  great  the  perfonal  rifque  and 
inconvenience,  however  preat  the 

o 

danger  of  incurring  popular  odium 
by  proposing  heavy  burthens  on  the 
people  might  be,  not  to  Shrink 
troin  that  painful  part  of  duty,  if 
fuch  burthens  were  by  the  exigency 
of  affairs  required  to  be  impoSed. 

The  feffions  doled  with  a  motion 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Dundas, 
for  the  re  If  or  at  ion  of  the  elfates  for¬ 
feited  in  Scotland  in  the  rebellion 
of  1745. — As  this  meafure  had  dor 
its  objefr  the  relief  of  individuals, 
whole  unequivocal  attachment  and 
loyalty  to  his  prefent  majelly  and  his 
family  could  not  be  fuppoied,  even 
in  a  lefs  liberal  and  lefs  enlighten¬ 
ed  age  than  the  prefent,  to  be 
tainted  or  arreefed  by  the  crimes  of 
their  ancestors,  it  met  with  the 
perfebt  approbation  of  the  com¬ 
mons. — In.  the  houfe  of  lords,  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  oppofed  'by  the  lord 
chancellor,  both  on  the  grounds  of 
its  impolicy  and  its  partiality.  It 
was,  impolitic,  he  faid,  as  far  as  it 
rendered  nugatory  the  fettled  maxim 
of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  that 
treafon  v/as  a  crime  of  fo  deep  a 
dye,  that  nothing  was  adequate  to 
its  puni  foment  but  the  total  eradi¬ 
cation  of  the  perfon,  the  name,  and 
the  family,  out  of  the  fociety  which 
he  had  attempted  to  hurt.'  This 
was  the  wifdom,  he  faid,  of  former 
times.  But  if  a  more  enlightened  age 
chofe  to  relax  from  the  eftablifoed 
feverity,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
done  with  gravity  and  delibera¬ 
tion. 

It  was,  he  faid,  partial,  becaufe 
the  eftates  forfeited  in  1715,  and 
which  were  forfeited  upon  the  fame 
grounds  and  principles  as  thole  in 


*  For  thefe  taxes,  and  their  computed  amount  refpefrivcly,  fee  the  Appendix 
to  the  Chronicle,  page  304. 
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174.5,  were  paffed  over  in  filence, 
whiiit  even  a  perfon  who  had  for¬ 
feited  in  1690  was  included  in 
the  proyifion. — The  bill  never the- 
lefs  paffed  the  lords,  and  received 
the  royal  affent. 

The  king,  on  the  2Qth 
of  Auguft,  put  an  end 
totheieffion,  by  afpeech 
from  the  throne ;  in  which,  after 
expreffmg  his  approbation  of  their 


Aug.  20th/ 
1784. 


proceedings,  and  his  concern  for  the 
additional  burthens  which  they  had 
been  obliged  to  lay  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic,  he  adverted  to  the  important 

X 

obje&s,  with  refpedl  to  trade  and 
commerce,  yet  to  be  provided  for  ; 
and  he  trufled,  that  fuch  regula¬ 
tions  would  be  framed,  upon  a  full 
invefligation,  as  might  be  calculated 
to  promote  the  wealth  and  profpe- 
rity  of  every  part  of  the  empire. 


CHAP.  X. 

The  fecond  fiffon  of  the  parliament  opened.  The  king’s  Jpeech  recommends 
the  final  adjufitment  of  the  commercial  inter courfie  with  Ireland ,  the  further 
fup pr effort  of  jm ugghng ,  the  confederation  of  the  reports  of  the  commiff oners 
of  accounts,  and  the  making  regulations  in  different  offices.  Earl  of  Surrey’ s 
exceptions  to  the  fpeech .  The  minified s  anfewer.  Lord  North’s  animad- 
c verfeons  on  the  mention  which  had  keen  made  of  a  parliamentary  reform. 
Mr.  Burke  objects  to  the  fpeech ,  on  account  of  its  taking  no  notice  of  India 
affairs ,  and propofes  an  amendment  in  the  addrefs.  Minifier  replies  to  Lord 
North. — -Hifiofy  of  the  celebrated  Weflminfer  election,  which  continued  for 
upwards  of  fix  weeks ,  and  was  concluded  only  on  the  day  previous  to  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  writ.  High  bailiff'  grants  a  ferutiny,  which  is  prat  eft ed  a  gain f 
by  Mr.  Fox.  Brought  before  parliament  and  often  d if  cuffed.  Arguments 
for  and  again fi  the  ferutiny.  Mr.  Fox’s  animated  appeal,  Jarca flic  ally 
attacking  the  minifier.  Mr.  Pitt’s  reply,  charging  Mr.  Fox  with  de- 
te fable  con  dull  in  politics.  Various  quefions  and  divifeons  on  the  Jubjecl. 
The  ferutiny  at  l of  quaffed,  and  lord  Hood  and  Mr.  Fox  in  c  on  fe  quince 
returned. — Provifons  by  Mr.  Fox’s  India  bill,  for  adjufing  the  Nabob  of 
Arced s  debts  ;  alfo  by  Mr.  Pitt’s.  Court  of  dire  Hors  purjue  meajures , 
in  confequence  of  directions  in  the  latter,  which  are  fuperfeded  by  the 
bo  ard  of  confront.  Earl  of  Carlife’ s  motion  thereon — warmly  debated , 
but  negatived  without  a  divifon.  The  fame  tranfaCiion  agitated  in  the 
hoiife  of  commons  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  defended  by  Mr.  Dundas .  Mr.  Smith, 
chairman  of  the  company’ s ,  fentiments .  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold’ s .  Mr. 

Burke’s  full  invefigation  of  the  fubjeCl.  The  motion  negatived ,  164  to  69. 
'-~Mr.  Pitt’s  motion  to  amend  the  reprefentation  in  parliaihent  ;  particulars 
of  his  propofal.  Not  generally  approved.  Mr.  Fox’s  objections.  Ar¬ 
guments  for  and  ugainfi  the  iheafure.  Negatived. — General  review  of 

the  national  finances  by  the  minifier.  Objections  by  the  oppoftion .  Con¬ 
tents  of  the  budget. — Bill  for  appointing  commiff  oners  to  enquire  into 
abujes,  and  report  cbjervations  for  better  conducting  bufinefs,  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  offices y  brought  in  by  the  minifier.  Objections  thereto.  Arguments  in 
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its  favour.  PaJJes  in  the  commons  by  a  large  majority.  In  the  lords 
receives  very  material  amendments . — Mention  of  the  feps  taken  to  fettle 
the  commercial  inter  court's  with  Ireland.  Clofe  of  the  Jeff  on. 


THE  fecond  feffion  opened  on 
the  25th  day  of  January. 
1785.  In  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  the  objeCt  particularly  re¬ 
commended  to  the  attention  of  both 
houfes,  was  the  final  adjuftment  of 
the  Commercial  Intercourfe  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The 
fuccefs  that  had  attended  the  mea- 
fures  taken  laft  feffion,  for  the  fup- 
preffion  of  fmuggling,  was  next 
mentioned,  as  an  encouragement  to 
apply,  with  continued  affiduity,  to 
that  important  objeCt.  And  finally, 
the  reports  of  the  commiffioners  of 
accounts,  and  fuch  further  regula¬ 
tions  as  might  appear  neceffary  in 
the  different  offices  of  the  kingdom, 
were  fubmitted  as  matters  'worthy 
of  their  early  confideration. 

The  addrefs,  which,  as  ufual, 
was  an  echo  to  the  fpeech,  paffed  in 
the  houfe  of  lords  without  either 
comment  or  any  fort  of  oppofition. 
In  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  Earl 
of  Surrey  made  a  few  remarks,  on 
what  he  looked  upon  as  important 
deficiencies  in  the  fpeech. 

Firft,  the  form  of  exposition,  by 
which  the  annual  eftimates  were 
mentioned,  left  the  public  alto¬ 
gether  at  a  lofs,  whether  any  new 
burthens.were  to  be  impofedor  not: 
and,  in  the  next  place,  he  was  afto- 
nifned  that,  among  other  affairs  of 
importance,  the  reduction  of  the 
army  had  not  been  fo  much  as 
glanced  at.  Such  a  matter  was  of 
the  molt  effential  confequence  to 
this  country,  and  therefore  demand¬ 
ed  the  moft  fer-ious  attention  of  par¬ 
liament. 

With  refpeft  to  his  maj city’s  af- 


furance  of  his  hearty  concurrence? 
in  every  meafure  that  could  tend  to 
lecure  the  true  principles  of  the  con¬ 
futation  y  he  remarked,  that  expref- 
fions  of  fo  general  a  nature,  coming 
from  the  throne,  and  unapplied  to 
any  particular  objeCt,  required  fome 
explanation.  He  then  farcaftically 
demanded,  whether  the  rights  of 
juries,  which  had  lately  fuffered  fo 
violent  an  attack,  was  the  matter 
alluded  to?  or  whether  the  Weft- 
minfter  ferutiny,  by  which  the 
rights  of  election  had  been  violated, 
was  the  object  to  which  the  expref- 
fion  bore  reference  ?  or  perhaps  it 
might  be  the  reform  of  the  repre- 
fentation  in  parliament  that  was 
meant ;  and  this,  when  he  called  to 
mind  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman 
whom  he  concluded  to  be  the  fra¬ 
mer  of  the  fpeech,  he  could  not  but 
hope  and  believe  to  be  the  cafe  ; 
and  he  wifhed  him  to  confider,  that 
the  fpirit  which  had  lately  difeo- 
vered  itfelf  both  in  Ireland  and  Scot¬ 
land,  as  well  as  in  many  parts  of 
England,  made  it  neceffary  for  the 
houfe,  as  well  as  the  public,  to 
know  whether  the  quefiion  of  a 
more  equal  reprefentation  was  to  be 
brought  forward  as  a  meafure  fanc- 
tioned  by  government. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
rofe  to  anfwer  the  objections  made 
by  Lord  Surrey.  With  regard  to 
the  firft,  whether  there  was  to  be  a 
loan,  and  any  hew  taxes  ?  it  was  a 
point  which  he  conceived  that  was 
not  the  proper  day  for  difeuffing. — 
The  language  of  his  majefty  to  jhat 
houfe,  on  the  fubjeCt  of  fupply,  was 
the  language  proper  for  his  majefty 

id 
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to  hold  :  he  had  told  them,  that  he 
had  ordered  the  eilimates  for  the  en¬ 
duing  year  t.o  be  laid  before  them, 
and  that  he  confided  in  their  libe¬ 
rality  and  zeal  to  grant  the  necef- 
fary  fupplies.  In  the  addrefs,  they 
had  promifed  to  fulfil  ,his  maj city’s 
expectations.  This  being  the  ctfe, 
they  mud  have  the  eilimates  before 
them,  and  know  what  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  public  ferviccs  did  re¬ 
quire,  before  it  would  be  poffible 
tor  any  man  to  fay  what  quantum 
would  be  wanted.-— The  other  mat¬ 
ter  pointed  out  by  the  noble  lord, 
as  a^matter  that  ought  to  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  fpeech,  viz.  Whe¬ 
ther  there  was  to  be  any  further  re¬ 
duction  of  the  army  r  was  a  queition 
which  belonged  to  a  feparate  and 
diftmci  difcu'ificn,  which  gentlemen 
well  knew  would  be  brought  on  at 
a  future  day,  but  certainly  was  not 
entitled  to  make  any  part  of  his 
majehy’s  fpeech  Tom  the  throne.-— 
With  regard  to  the  meaf'ure  of  a  re¬ 
form  in  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  parliament,  he  was  not  of 
opinion  that  the  molt  practicable 
mode  of  accomplifhing  that  object, 
would  have  been  to.  bring  it  ex¬ 
plicitly  forward  in  his  ^  majefty’s 
fpeech.  Great  and  wife  men  had 
entertained  various  conceptions  of 
that  important  matter.  He  was 
willing  to  give  it  all  the  fair  play 
to  which  the  ardent  delire  of  the 
people,  its  own  momentous  con¬ 
sequence,  and  his  fincere  inclina¬ 
tion,  entitled  it  to.  On  this  buii- 
iiefs  he  laboured  incefiantly.  It  was 
that  which  of  all  others  was  the 
tiearek  his  heart :  but  at  this  very 
early  period  of  the  feffion,  to  have 
dated  it  fpecifically,  was  impoflible. 
Much  was  ftiil  to  do.  His  ideas  were 
pot  matured.  It  comprehended  a 
great  variety  of  confederations.  It 
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related  to  the  efientials  and  vitals 
of  the  conilitution  :  it  therefore  re¬ 
quired  the  moil  delicate  attention. 

It  was  a  path  which  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  tread,  but  he  knew  with 
what  tendernefs  and  circumfpeftion. 
it  became  him  to  proceed.  He 
fhould  undoubtedly  give  iufficient 
previous  intimation  ;  and  he  mud 
entreat  and  conjure  every  gentle¬ 
man  in  the  houfe  to  come  on  that 
day  with  a  mind  free  from  all  pre¬ 
judices,  and  give  the  fubjeCl  that 
impartial,  fair,  and  folid  difcuiiion* 
which  its  importance  required. 

Lord  North  declared  himfelf  a 
determined  enemy  to  any  alteration, 
of  the  conilitution  info  delicate  and 
important  a  point.  Convinced  as 
he  was  of  the  excellence  of  our 
conilitution,  he  ctfnfidcred  all  at¬ 
tempts  at  innovation  as  highly  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  very  being  of  the 
conilitution  it.fe.lf,  and  therefore  he 
fhould  uniformly  oppofe  them.  To 
talk  of  fecuring  the  true  principles 
of  the  conilitution  by  any  innova¬ 
tion,  appeared  to  him  to  be  fo  di¬ 
rect  a  contradifdon  in  terms,  that 
he  could  by  no  means  agree  with 
the  noble  earl  in  the  conftruclion  he 
wifhed  to  put  on  the  words  Ipoken 
from  the  throne. 

He  then  adverted  to  Mr.  Wyvill’s 

circular  letter  on  the  fubjedl,  and 

particularly  to  that  part  of  it  which 

hated,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  promifed 

to  exert  his  whole  power,  as  a  man 

and  as  a,  tninijhr,  honejily  and  boldly, 

to  carry  a  proportion  of  parliament 

tary  reform.  He  afked.  What  was 

meant  by  the  oppofition  of  the  word 

mini  ft  er  to  the  word  man  ?  He  faid, 
»/ 

he  prefumed  the  meaning  was,  that 
the  minifter  was  to  do  fome thing; 
more  than  the  man  could  do,  and 
what  that  fometbing  was,  he  de¬ 
clared  he  was  at  a  Id's  to  imagine. 

TT» 
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He  afked  alfo,  What  was  meant  by 
the  words  honejlly  and  boldly  ?  and  enu  - 
meratfld  the  former  efforts  made  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  procure  a  parliamentary 
reform,  in  order  to  prove,  that  a  mi¬ 
nifter  could  do  no  more  than  a  man  : 
but  by  the  introduction  of  the  words 
honeftly  and  boldly,  it  appeared,  he 
faid,  as  if  a  fufpicion  had  been  enter¬ 
tained,  that  the  minifter  'would not  do 
Jo  much  as  the  man.  He  then  remind¬ 
ed  fuch  gentlemen  who  had  formerly 
voted  againft  a  reform,  of  the  in¬ 
delible  difgrace  they  would  infallibly 
entail  on  themfelves,  if  they  gave 
the  minifter  that  fupport  which  they 
had  formerly  refufed  to  the  man. 

The  total  ftlence  which  the  king’s 
fpeech  obferved,  relative  to  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  India,  called  up  Mr.  Burke ; 
who,  after  ridiculing  the  fpeech,  on 
account  of  the  contradictory  mean¬ 
ings  that  had  been  put  upon  it,  ad¬ 
verted  to  what  he  confidered  as 
an  unpardonable  omiffion  therein; 
This  ftlence  (proceeded  Mr.  Burke) 
is  indeed  an  alarming  confeffton  of 
that  diftrefs  which  it  forbears  to 
mention.  But  though  the  fpeech  of 
the  minifter  conveys  no  informa¬ 
tion,  i  have  lately  feen  a  king’s 
fpeech,  which  was  fufftciently  ex¬ 
plicit  on  the  dreadful  occafion :  a 
king  (alluding  to  Mr.  Haftings) 
who  rules  even  with  more  authority 
than  the  Britifh  monarch  ;  who  has 
told  of  diftreftes,  which  were  not 
before  believed,  and  proved  the 
faifhood  of  thofe  reprefentations,  on 
the  faith  of  which  the  nation  had 
been  induced  to  grant  the  aids  of 
laft  feftion.  After  dwelling  for 
fome  time  on  the  enormous  degree 
of  profufton  and  peculation  preva¬ 
lent  in  our  government  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  he  pledged  himfelf,  in  the 
moll  lolemn  manner,  to  fupport  his 
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aftertions  with  proofs  the  moft  ir¬ 
refragable  ;  and  concluded  his 
fpeech,  by  moving  an  amendment 
to  the  addrefs,  to  the  following  pur¬ 
port  : 

“  Convinced,  by  fatal  expe¬ 
rience,  that  every  diveriion  of  the 
revenues'  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  from 
the  local  eftablifhments,  or  juft 
appropriation,  muft  ultimately  tend 
to  the  ruin  of  that  country,  and  to 
lay  additional  burthens  upon  this, 
your  faithful  commons  beg  leave  to 
affure  your  majefty,  that  we  will 
enquire  minutely  into  the  circa m- 
ftances,  to  prevent  peculation  m 
future,  and  to  punifh  the  offenders, 
if  they  can  poffibly  be  difcovered.” 

He  faid  he  would  not  prefs  the 
houfe  toadivifton  upon  tin’s  amend¬ 
ment,  but  content  himfelf  with  put¬ 
ting  it  on  the  journals  of  the 
houfe. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
rofe  a  fecond  time,  to  take  notice 
of  the  manner  in  which  Lord  North 
had  treated  the  words  quoted  from 
Mr.  Wyvill’s  letter.  The  letter, 
he  faid,  was  not  his,  neither  was 
he  accountable  for  any  particular 
phrafes  it  contained  :  but  it  was  to 
his  mind  very  clear,  from  thowords 
<r<  as  a  minifter  and  as  a  man,’* 
what  the  gentleman  meant  to  con¬ 
vey  ;  namely,  that  in  any  fttuation, 
public  or  private,  in  office,  or  out 
of  office,  he  would  give  the  propo- 
fttion  his  full  fupport.  With  re- 
fpedl  to  the  words  <<r  boldly  and 
“  honeftly,3’  upon  which  the  noble 
lord  had  thrown  fo  much  farcafm, 
he  fuppofed  the  noble  lord,  from  the 
experience  of  his  own  ufe  of  power 
when  in  office,  was  induced  to  think  , 
it  an  impoflible  thing  for  a  minifter 
to  a£l  boldly  and  honeftly  ?  t 

The  queftion  of  the  amendment 
.  was 


1 74}  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784-5- 

was  afterwards  put,  and  negatived  of  the  houfe,  as  by  the  members 
without  a  divifion  ;  and  the  addrefs  themfelves,  in  every  fhape,  and  as 
paffed  nem.  con.  often  as  it  could  be  brought  before 

The  moil  prominent  feature  of  them,  both  by  petitions  from  Mr. 
the  prefent  fefiion  of  parliament.  Fox,  and  the  electors,  the  proceed- 
whether  we  confider  its  r  eal  im-  ing  of  the  high  bailiff  was  juftified ; 
portance  as  a  conftitutional  quef-  and  it  was  refolved,  by  a  very  con- 
tion,  or  the  warmth  and  energy  fiderable  majority,  on  a  motion  of 
with  which  it  was  difcuffed,  was  the  Lord  Mulgrave’s,  “  That  the  high 
Weftminfter  fcrutiny.  “  bailiff  of  Weftminfter  do  proceed 

At  the  late  general  eleCtion,  “  in  the  fcrutiny  for  the  faid  city. 
Lord  Hood,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Sir  Cecil  “  with  all  practicable  difpateh.” 
Wray,  offered  themfelves  as  candi-  Agreeable  to  this  refolution  of  the 
dates  to  represent  that  city  in  par-  houfe,  the  high  bailiff  proceeded 
liament.  *  with  the  fcrutiny  during  the  re- 

The  firft  of  thefe  gentlemen  was  mainder  of  the  fefiion, v  and  during 
eleCled  by  a  very  large  majority  ;  the  recefs.  Not  quite  two  parifhes 
the  ftruggle  betwixt  the  two  laft  out  of  the  feven,  into  which  Weft- 
was  long  and  obftinate  :  after  con-  minfter  is  divided,  were  finifhed, 
tinuing  the  conteft  for  upwards  of  when  the  parliament  met  the  fecond 
fix  weeks,  it  was  finally  concluded  time,  and  yet  the  fcrutiny  had  then 
on  the  17th  day  of  May  1784.,  continued  for  eight  months.  It  was 
leaving  a  majority  of  235  voters  in  calculated  (taking  into  conftderation 
favour  of  Mr.  Fox.  The  high  bailiff,  that  one  of  the  parifhes  already 
at  the  requifttkm  of  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  fcrutinizedwas  comparatively  fmall) 
the  unfuccefsful  candidate,  granted  that  the  bufmefs  already  gone 
a  fcrutiny  into  the  poll  which  he  through  was  not  more  than  an 
had  taken,  on  the  day  on  which  it  eighth  of  the  whole.  Of  the  votes 
doled,  and  which  was  the  day  pre-  on  the  fide  o-f  Mr.  Fox,  feventy-one 
vious  to  the  return  of  his  writ.  had  been  objected  to  in  the  firft 

This  mode  of  proceeding  was  on  parifh,  and  the  objections  made 
the  fpot  formally  protefted  againft  good  only  againft  twenty-five  :  in 
by  Mr.  Fox,  and  alfo  by  feveral  of  the  fame  parifh,  out  of  thirty-two 
the  electors  *.  of  the  voters  for  Sir  Cecil  Wray, 

Immediately  on  the  meeting  of  which  were  objected  to,  twenty- 
the  new  parliament,  the  conduCt  of  feven  were  declared  illegal, 
the  high  bailiff  in  granting  the  In  the  fecond  parifh,  out  of  two 
fcrutiny,  under  the  circumftances  hundred  objected  to,  Mr.  Fox  loft: 
above  mentioned,  was  warmly  taken  eighty;  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  out  of 
op  by  oppofition,  and  as  warmly  feventy-five,  at  that  time  objected 
defended  by  the  minifter  and  his  to  (for  the  examination  was  not 
friends.  clofed)  had  fixty  itruck  off. 

After  the  fubjeCt  had  been  de-  In  this  ftate  did  the  Weftminfter 
bated,  as  well  by  counfel  at  the  bar  fcrutiny  again  come  before  the 

*  See  an  official  copy  of  the  high  bailiff’s  return,  and  alfo  of  thefe  protefts, 
paTS  2 7 9,  in  the  Appendix  to  me  Chiomcxc, 

1  houfe. 
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houfe,  upon  a  petition  from  feveral 
of  the  eledors,  the  8th  of  February, 
when  the  high  bailiff,  and  his  counfel, 
Mr.  Hargrave  and  Mr.  Murphy,  un¬ 
derwent  a  long  examination  at  the  bar 
of  the  h?ufe,  touching  the  pradica- 
bility  of  carrying  on  the  fcrutiny, 
and  the  difficulties  and  delays  at¬ 
tending  the  lame.  The  high  bailiff 
gave  in  evidence,  that,  calculating 
from  what  had  been  already  done, 
it  would  take  certainly  not  lefs,  but 
probably  a  much  longer  time,  than 
two  years,  to  finiffi  the  fcrutiny. 
The  day  following,  Mr.  Welbore 
Ellis  moved,  “  That  Thomas  Cor- 
“  bett,  efq;  high  bailiff  of  the  city 
“  of  Welfininfter,  having  finally 
“  clofed  the  poll  for  members  to 
<e  reprefent  the  faid  city,  do  forth- 
“  with  obey  the  faid  writ,  and 
“  make  a  return  of  the  precept  di- 
“  reded  to  him  for  that  purpofe.” 
This  motion  brought  the  merits  of  the 
whole  quefiion  again  before  the  houfe, 
and  was  long  and  ably  debated,  dur¬ 
ing  feveral  days,  by  Lord  Mulgrave, 
the  mailer  of  the  rolls,  the  attorney 
and  folicitor  general,  Mr.  Bearcroft, 
Mr.  Hardinge,  Mr.  Dundas,  and 
Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  one  fide  ;  and  on 
the  other,  by  Mr,  Lee,  fir  Thomas 
Davenport,  Mr.  Anllruther,  Mr. 
Adam,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Powis, 
Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Montagu*  Lord 
North,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Fox. 

The  arguments  ufed  in  this  de¬ 
bate  are  reducible  to  two  heads  ; 
firft,  the  legality  of  the  fcrutiny, 
under  the  circumllances  of  the  cafe  ; 
and  fecondly,  its  expediency. 

On  the  fir  it  head  it  was  argued, 
in  fupport  of  the  motion,  that  by 
ftatute  the  writ  was  returnable  on 
the  day  lpecified  in  it ;  and  that  this 
appeared  clearly  from  an  ait  ol 
Henry  the  Sixth,  by  which  an  ac¬ 
tion  of  debt  was  given  to  a  perfoa 


aggrieved  by  any  return,  the  ail 
exprefsly  providing,  that  1'uch  adion. 
fhould  be  brought  within  three 
months  after  the  meeting  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  meeting  of  parliament 
and  the  return  of  the  writ  muff 
therefore  have  been  confidered  as 
co-exiffent?  in  point  of  time,  or  it 
would  have  been  abfurd  in  them  to 
give  a  man  an  ailion,  which  could 
be  fo  eafily  defeated  if  the  pradice 
introduced  by  the  prefent  parlia¬ 
ment  fhould  prevail ;  for  the  fheriff 
not  making  any  return  for  three 
months,  or,  as  it  might  happen  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  three  years,  after 
the  meeting,  no  action  could  be 
brought  againft  him,  becaufe  by 
law  it  muff  be  brought  within  three 
months  after  the  meeting,  or  not  at 
all. 

The  ftatute  of  the  loth  and 
1 1  th  of  William  III.  was  next  in¬ 
filled  on,  which  requires  the  fheriff 
to  make  his  return  on  or  before  the 
day  of  the  meeting  of  parliament : 
this  claufe,  it  was  faid,  virtually  in¬ 
cluded  all  inferior  returning  officers, 
who,  by  making  their  returns  to  the 
fheriff,  muff  enable  him  to  obey  his 
writ,  and  tranfmit  it  to  the  crown- 
office  in  due  t  me,  before  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  fefiion ;  and  this  con- 
ffrudicn  of  the  ffatute  is  further  con¬ 
firmed  by  what  is  direded  in  the  ' 
cafe  of  writs  for  the  eledion  of 
members  during  the  fitting  of  par¬ 
liament,  which  are  not  made  re¬ 
turnable  within  any  limited  time. 
The  difference  between  the  two 
cafes  is  very  ftriking:  the  king  was 
luppoled  to  know  belt  "when  a  new 
parliament  ought  to  meet,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  luminous  it  to  meet  on  a 
certain  day  ;  and  it  is  neceffary  the 
writs  fhould  be  ali  returned  on  that 
day,  thau  tiie  commons  may  be  as 
fully  reprefented  as  poilibie,  before 

parliament 


176]  ANNUAL  RE 

parliament  proceeds  to  make  laws. 
But  it  is  different  with  mpedt 
to  a  vacancy  made  by  death  or 
other  wife,  in  a  houfe  of  commons 
already  fitting  ;  the  houfe  cannot 
poffibly  be  full ;  but  a  reasonable 
difpatch  is  requifite  in  filling  the 
vacancy,  and  the  adl  therefore  only 
diredts  that  the  return  fhall  be  made 
within  fourteen  days  after  the  elec¬ 
tion. 

The  ground  of  legal  analogy  was 
next  reforted  to,  and  it  was  main¬ 
tained,  that  no  fherifF,  or  other  offi¬ 
cer,  could  legally  continue  to  adl 
tinder  the  authority  of  any  writ  or 
precept  alter  the  date  when  the  fame 
was  made  returnable  :  on  the  day, 
therefore,  that  the  precept  iffued  to 
the  high  bailiff  was  directed  to  be 
returned  to  the  fherifF,  he  was,  quoad 
hoc,  funftus  officio ,  and  became  as 
incompetent  to  continue  the  poll  or 
fcrutiny,  as  if  the  writ  had  never  if¬ 
fued  at  all. 

It  was  maintained,  in  the  third 
place,  that  the  protradlion  of  a  fcru¬ 
tiny  beyond  the  exigence  of  the  writ 
was  contrary  to  the  uniform  and  in¬ 
variable  practice  of  parliament.  In 
the  great  Oxfordfhire  con t eft,  the 

^  O  s  ... 

fherifF  granted  a  fcrutiny,  which 
laded  till  the  day  before  the  writ 
was  returnable,  and  then  doled  it, 
contrary  to  the  wilhes  and  entreaties 
of  the  parties  that  had  demanded  it. 
He  then  returned  all  the  four  can¬ 
didates.  The  houfe  did  not  con¬ 
demn  the  fherifF ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  fat  from  day  to  day  to  determine 
who  ought  to  have  been  returned. 
Laftly,  the  illegality  of  the  proceed¬ 
ing  Was  argued,  on  the  ground  of 
its  being  contrary  to  realon,  and 
leading  to  the  mod;  abfurd  as  well 
as  dangerous  confequences.  If  the 

O  1 

power  afFumed  by  the  high  bailiff, 
of  protracting  the  return  beyond  the 
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time  fpecified  in  the  writ,  were  once 
recognized,  it  would  inved  return¬ 
ing  officers  with  a  power  of  control¬ 
ling  one  of  the  mod  arbitrary  and 
irrehllible  prerogatives  of  the  fove- 
reign,  that  of  affembling  his  parlia¬ 
ment  at  fuch  time  and  place  as  he 
may  think  proper.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  might  become  the  means 
of  depriving  the  people  of  their 
rights,  by  packing  a  parliament,  in 
which  the  members  of  the  mod;  in- 
confiderable  boroughs  would  take 
their  feats,  whilfl  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  counties,  of  Wedrninder, 
Norwich,  Liverpool,  Bridol,  New- 
cadle,  and  every  other  populous 
place,  might  be  engaged  in  attend¬ 
ing  fcrutinies. 

It  was  further  obferved,  that  if 
the  legidature  had  intended  to  autho¬ 
rize  a  fcrutiny  in  every  cafe  in  which 
it  might  be  demanded,  it  would 
doubtlefs  have  exprefsly  provided  for 
the  fame,  and  not  have  left  it  en¬ 
tirely  in  the  difcretion  of  the  return¬ 
ing  officer ;  but  It  Was  generally 
agreed  that  no  fuch  obligation  ex¬ 
ited,  except  in  the  city  of  London, 
where  a  provifion  was  made  for  it 
by  a  fpecial  act  of  parliament.  In 
the  late  elections,  the  fheriff  of  Bed- 
fordfhire  had  refufed  a  fcrutiny, 
though  at  the  clofe  of  the  poll  there 
was  only  a  majority  of  one  vote  ; 
yet  the  houfe  had  not  conlidered  his 
conduct  as  in  any  way  reprehendble. 
The  returning  officers  of  South¬ 
wark,  Lancader,  &c.  had  alfo  re¬ 
fufed  to  grant  a  fcrutiny,  although 
it  had  been  demanded. 

But  if  it  fhould  be  granted,  that 
the  fcrutiny  was  within  the  drift 
line  of  legality,  yet  it  was  contend¬ 
ed,  that  the  authorizing  the  high 
bailiff  to  proceed  therein  was  nei¬ 
ther  expedient  nor  equitable.  If  it 
had  been  the  intention  of  the  houfe 

to 
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to  do  the  mofl  fpeedy  and  effectual 
juftice  to  all  the  parties  concerned, 
they  would  doubtlefs  have  directed 
the  bailiff  to  make  fuch  a  return  as 
his  judgment  fhould  didate  (the  only 
thing  required  of  him  by  his  oath) 
and  would  have  themfelves  proceed¬ 
ed  to  correCt  the  return,  if  it  had 
been  vitiated  by  any  errors  in  the 
eledion.  The  ad  of  Mr.  Grenville 
had  edablifhed  the  proper  tribunal, 
with  adequate  powers,  for  the  trial 
of  conteiled  eledions  ;  whereas  the 
court  of  fcrutiny  had  neither  power 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  evi¬ 
dence,  nor  authority  to  examine  them 
on  oath,  or  to  punifh  them  for  con¬ 
tempt  or  prevarication :  it  had,  there¬ 
fore,  at  leaf!  a  iufpicious  appearance 
for  the  houfe  to  wave  its  own  privi¬ 
leges,  and  to  recur  to  inadequate 
modes  of  trial,  by  which  the  city 
might  be  deprived  of  its  reprefenta- 
tives  for  three  years,  and  the  houfe 
be  at  lafl  obliged  to  revife  the 
whole  proceeding  in  a  committee. 
The  partiality  and  injuftice  of  their 
proceeding  was  ftili  farther  marked, 
by  their  not  only  authorizing,  but 
directing,  the  bailiff  to  proceed  in 
the  fcrutiny,  even  after  they  had  ef- 
tabli died  his  difcretion,  either  to 
continue  it  or  not,  and  after  he  had 
himfelf  declared,  that  he  was  ready 
to  make  a  return,  if  the  houfe  fhould 
permit  him. 

Mr.  Fox,  who  bore  a  mod  diitin- 
guifhed  part  in  the  debate,  con¬ 
cluded  thefe  arguments  by  a  pathe¬ 
tic  appeal  to  the  feelings,  the  ho¬ 
nour,  and  the  juflice  of  the  houfe. 
He  faid,  he  believed  no  one  could 
doubt,  that  the  only  object  the  mi- 
nifler  could  have  in  view  was,  to 
harrafs  and  perfecute  an  individual, 
whom  he  had  chofen  to  make  the 
victim  of  his  refentment.  He  had 
always  wifhed  to  hand  wrcll  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ;  he  re- 
Vol.  XXVII. 


membered  the  day  he  had  firfl  con¬ 
gratulated  the  houfe  on  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  his  abilities  ;  it  had  been 
his  pride  to  fight,  fide  by  fide  with 
him,  the  battles  of  the  conflitution, 
little  thinking  that  he  would  one 
day  defert  his  principles,  and  lend 
himfelf  to  be  the  inflrument  of  that 
fecret  influence,  which  they  had  both 
combated  fo  fuccefsfully.  Fie  might 
have  been  prepared  to  find  a  formi¬ 
dable  rival  in  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ;  a  rival  that  would  leave 
him  far  behind  in  the  purfuit  of 
glory  ;  but  he  never  could  have  ex¬ 
pected,  that  he  would  have  defeend- 
ed  fo  low,  as  to  be  the  court  perfecu- 
tor  of  any  man,  I  fancied,  faid  Mr. 
Fox,  I  faw  in  him  fo  much  genero- 
ijty  of  foul,  fo  much  elevation  of 
mind,  that  fo  groveling  a  paffion  as 
malice  could  not  have  found  an  afy- 
lum  in  his  breafl.  If  he  thinks  that 
it  is  merely  for  a  feat  in  parliament 
that  I  am  contending,  he  knows  me 
not ;  but  I  was  willing  to  take  the 
hard  talk  of  ftemming  the  tide  of 
mifreprefentation,  that  had  artfully 
and  ftudioufly  been  diffeminated 
through  the  kingdom.  I  was  de- 
firous  that  the  citizens  of  Weftmin- 
fler,  to  whom  my  public  meafures 
were  bell  known,  who  knew  even 
my  private  foibles,  as  X  had  been 
bred,  and  had  alwdys  lived  among 
them,  fhould  pafs  judgment  on  my 
political  conduCt  ;  and  proud  I  am 
of  the  iffue,  which  has  taught  the 
more  diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom 
that  thev  were  milled .  But  he  de- 

V 

dared  upon  his  honour,  that  when 
he  recollected  that  the  greateft  or¬ 
naments  of  this  country  had  been  fa- 
crificed  to  popular  prejudices  ;  that 
Lord  John  Cavendifh  had  been 
thrown  out  by  the  citizens  of  York  ; 
that  General  Conway,  Mr.  Coke, 
Mr.  Baker,  &c.  had  loft  their  elec¬ 
tions,  he  fhould  be  forry  if,  by  an 
[  M  J  election 
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ele&ion  for  any  other  place  than 
Weftniinder,  he  had  been  robbed  of 
the  glory  of  fuffering  in  ftich  com¬ 
pany.  He  favv  plainly,  he  laid,  that 
it  was  a  pecuniary  conteil,  and  that 
his  friends  were  to  be  tired  out  by 
the  expence  of  the  conted*  The 
fcrutiny  on  both  fides  could  not  colt 
lefs  than  ^.30,000  a  yean  This 
was  enough  to  ihake  the  bed  for¬ 
tunes.  His  own  lad  drilling  might 
be  eafily  got  at,  as  he  was  poor  ; 
but  dill,  little  as  he  had,  he  would 
Iper.d  to  the  lad  dulling.  If,  in  the 
end,  he  fhould  lofe  his  election,  it 
would  not  be,  he  well  knew,  for 
want  of  a  legal  majority,  but  for 
want  of  money  1  and  thus  would  he, 
perhaps^  be  deprived  of  his  right, 
and  the  electors  of  Wedminder  of 
the  man  of  their  choice,  becaufe  he 
was  net  able  td  carry  on  a  pecuniary 
conted  with  the  treat  cry. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  arguments,  it 
was  contended,  that  the  datutes  ad¬ 
duced  did  not  diredly  apply  to  the 
cafe,  which  they  would  doubtlefs 
have  done,  if  it  had  been  within  the 
intention  of  the  legiflature,  imee 
the  circumftarices  were  fuch  as  might 
eafily  have  been  foremen  ;  that 
there  is  nothing  fo  urgent  and  poii- 
tive  in  what  is  called  the  exigence 
of  the  writ,  as  to  take  from,  the  re¬ 
turning1  officer  his  diferetion  ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  he  is  obliged 
by  his  oath  to  fatisfy  his  conicience 
before  he  proceeds  to  make  a  re¬ 
turn. 

The  journals  of  parliament,  other- 
wife  than  'bv indirect  and  far-fetched 
analogies,  were  alio  totally  filent 
upon  the  fubjebl  ;  and,  in  oppofition 
to  the  cades  adduced,  that  of  Sir 
Rowland  Wynne  and  others,  who 
had  oetitioned  apamd  falfe  returns 

JL  O 

on  the  very  ground  of  a  fcrutiny  be¬ 
ing  denied,  was  ftrongly jrififted  on. 
With  refpedt  to  writs  in  the  courts 


below,  it  was  maintained,  that  the 
analogy  was  equally  in  favour  of 
the  proceeding  then  adopted  ;  it 
being  well  known,  that  upon  rea- 
fonabie  grounds  being  afiigned,  time 
was  frequently  allowed  to  the  fherifF 
beyond  the  period  fpecified  in  the 
writ. 

With  refpebl  to  the  argument 
drawn  from  the  dangerous  purpofes 
to  which  the  p  wer  granted  to  re¬ 
turning  officers  might  be  abufed, 
this  was  the  cafe  with  every  difere- 
tionary  power;  and  firnilar  mifehiefs 
might  on  the  other  hand^be  appre¬ 
hended,  if  the  power  of  refufmg  a 
fcrutiny  was  lodged  in  them. 

On  the  ground  of  expediency  it 
was ,  remarked,  that  no  arguments 
drawn  from  that  fource,  however 
plaulible,  could  be  admitted  again il 
the  poittive  law  of  the  land.  The 
committee  appointed  by  Mr.  Gren- 
vi lie’s  act  was  a  tribunal  to  try  an 
ele&krn,  not  to  make  one,  and  the 
election  was  certainly  not  com¬ 
pleted  till  the  return  was  made. 
And  what  return  could  the  high 
bailiff  make  in  the  pfeient  date  of 
the  bufmeik?  it  mull  be  a  double 
return  ;  in  which  cafe  the  city  would 
remain  unreprefented,  probably,  for 
as  long  a  period  as  by  the  prefent 
mode  of  proceeding ;  nay,  per¬ 
haps,  for  a  much  longer,  as  no  one 
could  pretend  tq  fay  that  their  en¬ 
quiries  would  be  dnifhed  within  one 
leffion  ;  and  if  that  lhould  happen, 
the  whole  bufinefs  mull  be  taken 
up  de  novo  in  the  next. 

In  reply  to  the  addrefs  of  Mr. 
Fox  to  the  houfe,  Mr.  Pitt  remark¬ 
ed,  that  he  wondered  not  at  that 
gentleman’s  zeal  and  eagernefs  to 
hold  himfelf  out  to  the  world  as  the 
object  of  miniderial  perfection  ;  it 
was  well  worth  his  while  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  appear  in  that  light  ;  nay, 
lie  had  no  doubt  but  he  would  fuf- 
z  fer 
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fer  martyrdom  itfelf,  if  he  imagined 
it  would  reftore  him  to  that  rank  in 
the  efteem  of  the  public,  which  he 
had  forfeited  by  his  deteftable  con¬ 
duct  in  politics,  and  thereby  loft 
every  portion  of  popular  confidence. 

He  acknowledged,  that  it  would 
have  been  more  for  the  eafe  and 
convenience  of  admiuiiiratfon,  to 
have  let  Mr.  Fox  take  his  feat  qui¬ 
etly  for  Weftminfter  ;  and  that  mea- 
fure  they  fhould  certainly  have 
adopted,  had  they  been  more  in¬ 
clined  to  ccnfult  their  own  accom¬ 
modation  than  the  juft  rights  of  the 
electors,  and  the  true  purpofes  of 
fubflantial  juftice. 

An  amendment  was  moved  by 
Lord  Mulgrave,  to  leave  out  of  the 
original  motion,  all  the  words  but 
that ,  and  to  infert  the  words  follow¬ 
ing,  the  fpeaker  do  acquaint  the 
fe  high  bailiff — -firft,  that  he  is  not 
preclude)!  by  the  refolution  of 
this  houfe,  communicated  to  him 
“  on  the  eighth  of  June  lad,  from - 
making  a  return  vvheiiever  he 
“  fhall  be  fatisfied  in  his  own judg- 
“  ment  that  he  can  fo  do  ;  and  fe- 
f<  eondly,  that  this  houfe  is  not  fa- 
tished  that  the  ferutiny  has  been 
“  proceeded  in  as  expeditioufly  as 
“  it  might  have  been  ; — thft  it  is 
“  his  duty  to  adopt  and  enforce 
ie  fuch  juft  and  reafonable  regula- 
f(  tions  as  fhall  appear  to  hirn  in  oft 
ft  likely  to  prevent  unneceffary  de- 
f(  lay  in  future  ;  that  he  is  not  pre- 
f*  eluded  from  fo  doing  by  want  of 
“  confentin  either  party  ;  and  that 
■  c  he  may  be  affured  of  the  fuppprt 
“  of  this  houfe  in  the  difeharge  of 
his  duty.*’ 

On  the  divifion  there  appeared, 
for  the  amendment,  174  ;  againft 
it,  135  ;  and  accordingly  the  high 
bailiff  was  called  to  the  bar,  and  in¬ 
formed  by  the  fpeaker  of  the  fore¬ 
going  refolution. 
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It  appeared  from  this  lad  di¬ 
vifion,  that  die  profecution  of  the 
ferutiny  was  not  defended  by  any 
thing  like  fo  numerous  a  majority 
as  during  the  preceding  fedion. 
The  novelty  of  the  cafe,  the  fear 
of  its  being  drawn  into  a  prece¬ 
dent,  the  difficulties  and  delays  at¬ 
tending  it,  and  the  appearance, 
whether  well  or  ill  founded,  that 
it  exhibited  of  a  perfonal  perfecu- 
tion,  began  to  have  their  effedt  in 
the  houfe.  It  was  not  therefore  to 
be  expelled,  that  a  coated,  which 
was  commenced  by  the  oppofition 
under  the  mod:  dffcouraging  cir- 
cumdances,  fhould  be  abandoned 
at  the  moment  when  it  began  to 
take  a  turn  in  their  favour.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  another  petition,  on  the 
1 8th  of  February,  was  prefented  by 
Colonel  Fitzpatrick  frem  the  elecr 
tors,  praying  to  be  heard  by  coun- 
fel  at  die  bar,  in  defence  of  their 
juft  rights  and  privileges,  and  to 
Jfate  new  faffs,  which  they  were  not 
apprized  of  at  the  time  of  pre- 
fenting  their  former  petition.  The 
newfadts,  mentioned  in  the  petition  ? 
related  to  an  offer  which  was  made 
by  Mr.  Fox’s  counfel,  whilft  in. 
the  parifti  of  St.  Anne,  to  go 
next  into  the  pari  flies  of  Saint 
Margaret  and  Saint  John  (wherein 
Mr.  Fox  was  dated  to  be  moft 
vulnerable)  but  this  proportion  was 
refufed  by  the  counfel  for  Sir  Cecil 
Wray. 

On  the  motion  made  by  Colonel 
Fitzpatrick  for  calling  in  the  coun¬ 
fel  to  be  heard,  an  amendment  was, 
moved  by  lord  Frederick  Campbell, 

that  the  counfel  be  reftrained 
from  going  into  any  other  matter 
than  fuch  as  may  prove  the  evi¬ 
dence  offered  at  this  bar  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  the  9th  of  February,  de¬ 
fective  and  incomplete  ;  or  into 
fuch  other  matters  as  may  have 

[  M  ]  2  ari.*n 
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arifen  fubfequent  to  the  order  of  the 
houfe  on  the  laid  day.” 

This  amendment  his  lordfhip 
propofed,  he  faid,  to  check  the 
counfel  from  arguing  againfi  the 
legality  of  the  fcrutiny,  which 
ought  not  now  to  be  impeached,  as 
the  houfe  had  already  given  judg¬ 
ment  on  that  head.  The  amend¬ 
ment,  after  much  debate,  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  5  1 — the  num¬ 
bers  being,  for  the  amendment,  203 

againfi:  it,  145. 

The  counfel  refufing  to  plead 
under  the  reftridions  impofed  on 
them  by  the  refolution,  the  high 
bailiff  was  called  to  the  bar,  and 
examined  as  to  the  offer  made  by 
Mr.  Fox’s  counfel,  to  go  immedi¬ 
ately  into  the  parities  of  Saint 
Margaret  and  Saint  John.  The 
high  bailiff  gave  in  evidence,  that 
fuch  an  offer  was  made,  and  not 
accepted  by  the  other  party  ;  and 
after  being  examined  to  feme  other 
points,  he  was  taken  very  ill,  and 
obligedv  to  withdraw.  Colonel 
Fitzpatrick  then  moved,  te  That 
it  appearing  to  this  houfe,  that 
Thomas  Corbett,  Efquire,  high 
bailiff,  having  received  a  precept 
from  the  fheriff  of  Middlefex,  for 
eleding  two  citizens  to  ferve  in 
parliament  for  the  city  of  Weft- 
miniier,  and  having  taken  and 
finally  clofed  the  poll  on  the  17th 
of  May  laft,x  being  the  day  next 
before  the  day  of  return  of  the  faid 
writ,  he  be  now  direded  forthwith 
to  make  a  return  of  his  precept  of 
members  chofen  in  purfuance  there¬ 
of.” 

This  motion  was  rejeded  by  a 
majority  of  nine  only,  the  num¬ 
bers  for  it  being  136,  againfi  it 
145.  The  fame  motion  was  again 
brought  forward  on  the  3d  of 
March,  by  aldertnan  Sawbridge, 
Shd  the  question  of  adjournment 
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was  moved  on  it  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  which  paffed  in 
the  negative- — the  numbers  being, 
for  the  adjournment  124,  againfi 
it  162.  The  main  queilion  was 
then  put,  and  carried  without  a 
divifion. 

Thus,  after  a  ftruggle  in  parlia¬ 
ment  for  two  feffions,  terminated 
the  Weftminfler  ferutiny,  and  the 
high  bailiff  the  day  following  made 
a  return  of  Lord  Hood  and  Mr. 
Fox. 

r>  ,  0  ,  We  have  alreadv 

~  mentioned  the  reio- 

lution  moved  by  Mr. 
Dundas,  relative  to  the  debts  of  the 
nabob  of  Arcot  in  the  month  of 
April  1782,  together  with  the  fuf- 
picious  nature  of  thofe  debts,  and 
their  mifehievous  influence  upon  the 
government  of  the  Carnatic.  In  the 
India  bill,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fox, 
the  new  commiffioners  were  directed, 
without  delay,  to  examine  into  the 
origin  and  juftice  of  thefe  claims  ; 
and  a  cautionary  claufe  was  in- 
ferted,  to  forbid  in  future  any  of  the 
company’s  fervants  to  acquire  mort¬ 
gages,  or  have  any  pecuniary  tranf- 
adlions  with  the  native  princes  of 
India. 

In  the  regulating  bill  of  the  lafl 
fefTions,  the  cautionary  claufe  was 
omitted  by  Mr.  Pitt,  but  the  exa¬ 
mination  into  the  nature  and  cir- 
cum  fiances  of  the  debt  is  referred 
to  the  court  of  directors,  as  far 
as  the  materials  they  are  in  poJfeJJo7i 
of  Jhall  enable  them  to  do'f  and  it  is 
enabled,  <e  that  they  Jhall  give  fuch 
orders  to  their  prefdencies  and  fervants 
abroad ,  for  compleating  the  invefi- 
gation  thereof  j  as  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  Jhall  require ,  and  for  efablijhing , 
in  concert  vsith  the  jaid  nabob ,  Juch 
funds  for  the  difeharge  of  thofe  debts 
which  Jhall  appear  to  be  jufly  due, 
according  to  their  refpedhve  rights  of 

priority. 
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priority,  as  Jhall  be  confjient  nxjith 
the  rights  of  the J. 'aid  united  company, 
the  fecurity  cf  the  creditors ,  and 
the  honour  a7id  dignity  of  the  faid 
nabob.” 

The  court  of  diredors,  in  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  trull:  repofed  in  them, 
prepared  orders  to  be  fent  to  their 
council  at  Madras,  in  which,  after 
ftating  the  fufpicious  circumftances 
under  which  many  of  the  debts  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  to  have  been  con- 
traded,  they  dired  them,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  pofitive  injundions 
of  the  ad,  to  proceed  to  a  more 
compleat  inveftigation  of  the  na¬ 
ture  and  origin  thereof.  Thefe 
.orders  being  communicated  to  the 
board  of  controul,  were  rejeded  by 
them,  and  a  new  letter  drawn  up, 
in  which  the  claims  of  the  creditors 
were  all,  with  fome  little  limita¬ 
tion,  eftablilhed,  and  a  fund  for 
their  difcharge  alfigned  out  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Carnatic,  and  the 
priority  of  payment  fettled  amongft 
the  feveral  dalles  of  creditors.  At 
a  meeting  of  fuch  of  the  nabob0 s 
creditors  as  were  in  England,  thefe 
orders  were  publicly  read  ;  and,  on 
the  ground  of  this  proceeding,  a 
motion  was  made  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  by  the  earl  of  Carline,  on 
the  1 8th  of  February,  “That  there 
be  laid  before  the  houfe,  copies  or 
extrads  of  all  letters  or  orders  if- 
fued  by  the  court  of  diredors,  in 
purfuance  of  the  injundions  con¬ 
tained  in  the  37th  and  38th  claufes 
of  the  regulating  ad  of  the  laft 
fellion.”  ■ 

In  fupport  of  the  motion,  the 
dangerous  confequences  of  fuller¬ 
ing  the  board  of  controul  to  fuper- 
fede  the  authority  of  a  pofitive  ad 
of  parliament,  and  the  lulpicious 
circumftance  of  its  clandellinely 

J 

interfering  in  an  enormous  money 
tranfadion,  the  management  of 


which  had  been  exprefsly  delegated 
to  other  perfons  by  an  ad  of  the 
legillature,  were  ltrongly  infilled 
on  by  the  noble  earl  who  made 
the  motion,  and  by  lord  vifcount 
Stormont.  Lord  Loughborough,  in 
a  long  and  eloquent  fpeech,  entered 
largely  into  the  fraudulent  and  il¬ 
legal  nature  of  the  nabob’s  debts, 
and  into  the  Hate  of  the  revenues, 
in  order  to  prove,  that,  even  al¬ 
lowing  the  board  of  controul  not  to 
have  been  guilty  of  an  arbitrary 
affumption  of  power,  diredly  con¬ 
trary  to  the  proviiions  of  the  fta- 
tute,  yet,  that  their  orders  tended 
to  authorize  and  give  effed  to  tranf- 
adions  of  the  moll  corrupt  and 
atrocious  nature,  highly  injurious 
t®  the  interells  of  the  company, 
and  ruinous  in  their  confequences 
to  the  whole  country  of  the  Car¬ 
natic. 

On  the  other  fide.  Lord  Sydney 
declared  he  law  no  reafon  why  he 
fhould  confent  to  the  produdion  of 
the  papers  called  for.  The  noble 
earl  had  not  thought  proper  to  in¬ 
form  the  houfe  for  what  purpofe 
he  moved  for  them.  Parliament 
had,  for  ieveral  iefiions,  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  debating  upon  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  India,  and  it  had  not  ap¬ 
peared  that  their  affairs  were  the 
more  profperous  on  that  account. 
A  new  plan  had  juft  been  adopted 
for  their  better  management ;  and 
would  the  houfe  be  lo  uncandid  as 
again  to  interfere,  and  not  to  give 
credit  to  the  perfons  entrufted  with 
fo  important  a  charge  for  the  rec¬ 
titude  even  of  their  firft  meafures  ? 
Lord  Walftngham  declared,  that  he 
believed  the  fads,  upon  which  the 
motion  was  grounded,  to  be  fa  lie. 
Lord  Rawdon  was  apprehenfive,  left 
the  papers  called  for  might1  convey 
dangerous  information  to  our  ene¬ 
mies.  The  lord  chancellor  took 
[M]  3  ,  tha 
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the  fame  ground,  and  alfo  argued 
on  the  indecency,  as  well  as  the  mif- 
chief,  of  difturbing  the  operations 
of  government  upon  mere  fuggef- 
tions  and  furmifes.  But  the  mo¬ 
tion,  he  faid,  was  neither  becom¬ 
ing  their  wifdom  nor  their  con¬ 
venience  to  adopt,  fince  no  length 
of  feflion  would  be  capable  of  com¬ 
prehending  the  whole  of  their  bu fi¬ 
nds,  if  their  time  was  to  be  taken 
up  in  debating  on  motions  for  pa¬ 
pers,  not  founded  upon  any  plea  of 
necefiity,  and  fiipported  only  by 
alluuons  to  rumours  from  places  which 
it  was  even  below  their  dignity  to 
hear  named.  Thefe  arguments  pre¬ 
vailed  with  the  majority,  and  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  reje£b|d  without  a  dlwifion. 

-r,  ,  0  ,  On  the  28th,  h  mo- 

eo.  2  1*  tidn  to  the  fame  effect 

was  made  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  hoofe 
of  commons.  On  this  occafion,  Mr. 
Dundas  himfelf  undertook  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  board  of  controul.  In 
the  firft  place  he  maintained,  that 
the  conduct  of  the  board  had  been 
within  the  fir  let  letter  of  the  fta- 
tute,  infomuch  as  they  are  enabled, 
by  a  claufe  in  the  a 61,  to  originate 
orders  in  cafes  of  urgent  necefiity, 
and  to  direft  their  being  tranfmitted 
to  India ;  nor  had  thefe  orders  been 
given  till  after  a  careful  and  fufii- 
cient  examination  into  the  fubjefh 
He  contended*  that  the  papers  in 
the  company’s  records  at  the  India 
home  contained  as  full  information 
on  every  tranfaclion  relative  to  the 
debts  as  the  court  of  dire6lors  could 
ever  expect  to  receive.  They  had 
been  examined  and  Hated  by  the 
court ;  they  had  been  laid  before 
the  board  of  controul,  and  the  ar¬ 
rangement  direfted  bv  them  had 
been  inch  as  appeared  the  molt  fair 
and  juft  to  ail  the  parties  concerned. 

f  In  the  official  letter  directed  by  the 


He  next  entered  into  a  juftifica® 
tion  of  the  debts  themfelves.  The 
debt  of  1767,  he  faid,  was  in¬ 
curred  by  the  nabob,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  paying  off  a  fum  he  owed 
the  company,  which  was  at  that 
time  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs,  and  was 
borrowed  at  the  rate  of  from  30  to 
36  per  cent.  It  was  afterwards  re¬ 
cognized  by  the  court  of  directors* 
and  the  intereft  reduced  to  10  per 
cent,  thou  o  h  the  creditors  had 
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themfelves  borrowed  the  money  at 
a  higher  rate.  The  cavalry  debt 
was  not  lefs  juft.  It  had  been  our 
policy  to  keep  the  troops  of  the 
nabob  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  com¬ 
pany  ;  and  an  intimation  had  been 
given  to  the  nabob,  that  a  part  of 
his  cavalry  might  be  fpared.  To 
the  redu&ion  propoied,  the  nabob 
made  no  other  objection  than  the 
want  of  money  to  pay  the  arrears^ 
for  which  his  men  were  in  a  ftate  of 
mutiny.  This  the  company  was  as 
little  able  to  advance  as  the  nabob, 
and  the  old  method  of  borrowing 
was  had  recourfe  to  ;  the  company 
engaging  its  credit  for  the  loan,  and 
being  therefore  as  much  concerned 
for  the  payment  of  it  as  if  they 
had  borrowed  the  money  them- 
felves.  With  relpedt  to  the  confo- 
lidated  debt  of  1777,  declared, 
that  the  board  of  controul  had  only 
fo  far  authorized  thofe  claims',  as 
to  leave  them  ftill  fubjed,  hr  ft  to  the 
obje6tions  of  the  nabob,  next  to 
thofe  of  the  company,  and  laftly, 
to  thofe  of  all  the  other  creditors. 
This,  he  conceived;,  would  be  the 
moil  likely  means  to  bring  about 
the  detection  of  the  fraudulent 
claims,  fince  it  would  make  it  the 
intereft:  of  the  honeft  creditors  to 
bring  to  lip-ht  thoib  debts  which 
will  not  bear  ah  enquiry  *.•  He 

concluded, 

boards  other  reaions  are  affgned  j  firft? 

the 
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concluded,  with  cautioning  the 
houfe,  if  they  wifhed  to  have  an 
eitabliftied  government  in  India, 
not  to  fuffier  themielves  to  imbibe 
prejudices  again  ft  a  board  that  was 
but  newly  inftituted,  nor  idly  and 
lightly  to  interfere  with  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power  on  all  frivolous  oc- 
caiions, 

Mr.  Smith,  the  chairman  of  the 
ccurt  of  directors,  rofe  next,  and 
admitted,  that  fome  of  the  debts  or¬ 
dered  to  be  paid  by  the  board  of 
controul  were  juft  and  unexception¬ 
able  ;  but  that  others  were  of  a  very 
different  complexion.  He  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Sir  Thomas  Rurnbold, 
who  faid,  that  the  old  debt  of  1767 
was  not  fo  free  from  fufpicion  as  the 
learned  gentleman,  wifhed  the  houfe 
to  believe,  and  that  the  fairnefs  of 
the  cavalry  debt  was  ftill  more  lia¬ 
ble  to  doubt.  The  time  at  which  it 
was  contracted,  and  the  circuit - 
ftances  of  Lord  Pigot’s  fate,  ren¬ 
dered  it  fo  fufpicious  as  to  influ¬ 
ence  all  good  men  againft  it.  But 
as  to  the  confolidated  debt  of  1 777, 
it  {wallowed  up  all  the  others,  both 
by  its  magnitude  and  enormity.  He 
declared,  that  he  had  {pared no  pains 
to  come  at  the  truth,  yet  he  never 
could  get  a  fatisfa&ory  account  of 
it,  either  from  the  nabob  or  his  cre¬ 
ditors.  The  fums  were  lent  in  di- 
red  contradidioft  to  the  Handing 
orders  of  the  company,  which  for¬ 
bad  their  fervants  from  lending  mo¬ 
ney  to  the  princes  of  the  country  on 
any  account  whatfoever  ;  but  this, 
he  be.ieved,  was  not  the  worft  cir- 
cumftance  attending  the  bulinefs. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  a  fpeech,  which, 
notwithftanding  the  unpromifmg  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fubjed,  was  perhaps  one 
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of  the  moft  eloquent  that  was  ever 
made  in  either  houfe  of  parliament, 
went  i:  to  a  full  detail  of  the  fub¬ 
jed.  H-  contended,  that  the  board 
of  controul  had  no  right  whatfoever 
to  intermeddle  in  the  hufmefs  ;  that 
when  a  tpecia1  authority  is  given  to 
any  per  Ions  by  name,  10  do  fome 
particular  ad,  no  others,  by  virtue 
of  general  powers,  could  obtain  a 
legal  title  to  exerciie  thofe  fpeciai 
fundions  in  their  place.  But  ad¬ 
mitting  the  legality  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeding,  they  were  undoubtedly  fub¬ 
jed  to  the  fame  regulations,  and 
bound  to  make  the  fame  enquiries, 
that  had  been  prefcribed  to  the 
court  of  diredors. 

After  fome  pointed  animadverfions 
on  the  narrow  policy  of  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  who,  whilft  he 
was  attempting,  by  a  rigid  inquifi- 
tion  into  fees  of  office,  to  fqueeze 
the  laborious  ill-paid  drudges  of 
Englifli  revenue,  was  lavifhing  mil¬ 
lions,  without  examination,  on  thofe 
who  never  ferved  the  public  in  any 
honeft occupation  at. all.  Mr.  Burke 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to 
the  nature  and  circumftances  of  the 
pretended  debts,  on  which  this  mar¬ 
vellous  donation  was  founded,  as 
well  as  to  the  perfons  from  whom, 
and  by  whom,  it  was  claimed. 

He  began  with  dating,  that  fmee 
the  eftabli  fitment  of  the  Britifh  pow¬ 
er  in  India,  Madras  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies,  which,  before  that  time, were 
among  the  moft  flourifliing  territo¬ 
ries  of  Ada,  had  wafted  away  under 
a  gradual  decline,  infomuch  that  in 
the  year  1779,  not  one  merchant  of 
eminence  was  to  be  found  in  the 
whole  country.  During  this  period 
of  decay,  near  a  million  had  been 

toly,  the  tranquillity 
and  laftly,  be¬ 
ers  in  eltablifhing  the  validity  of  tht 
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the  inexpediency  of  keeping  the  nabob’s  debts  longer  afloat ; 
which  the  final  conclufion  of  the  bufinefs  would  tend  to  promote  ; 
caufe  the  debtor  had  concurred  with  the  cred 
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drawn  from  it  annually  by  Englifh 
gentlemen,  on  their  private  account 
only. 

Belides  this  annual  accumulation 
of  wealth,  transmitted  to  Europe,  it 
appeared  that  the  nabob  had  con¬ 
tracted  a  debt  with  the  company’s 
Servants  to  the  amount  of/h  888,000 
iterling,  which,  in  the  year  1767, 
was  fettled  at  an  intereil  of  ten  per 
cent.  About  the  fame  time,  the 
court  of  directors  were  further  in¬ 
formed,  that  one  million  iterling 
had  been  lent  by  Britiih  fubjeCts  to 
the  merchants  of  Canton,  in  China  ; 
and  that  this  fum  bore  an  intereil  of 
24  per  cent.  In  the  year  1777,  a 
fecond  debt  from  the  nabob  of  Ar- 
cot,  amounting  to  £.  2,400,000, 
was  fettled  at  12  per  cent,  intereil ; 
to  this  was  added  another,  called 
the  cavalry  debt,  of  £.  160,000,  at 
the  fame  intereil.  The  whole  of 
thefe  four  capitals,  amounting  to 
£.  4,440,000,  produced,  at  their 
Several  rates,  annuities  amounting 
to  £.6 23,000  a  year,  mark  than 
half  of  which,  flood  chargeable  on 
the  public  revenues  of  the  Carnatic. 

„  Thefe  annuities,  equal  to  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  a  kingdom,  were  pofleffea 
by  a  fmall  number  of  individuals,  of 
no  confequence,  fituation,  or  pro- 
feflion. 

As  one  proof,  amongitmany,  that 
thefe  fums,  if  lent  at  all  (and  if  not 
lent,  the  tranfaClion  was  not  a  con- 
trad,  but  a  fraud)  was  not  property 
legally  acquired,  but  jpoil,  he  quoted 
the  following  paffage  from  a  letter 
Written  by  the  nabob  himfelf  to  the 
court  of  directors — ££  Your  Servants 
*£  have  no  trade  in  this  country ,  nei- 
<£  ther  do  you  pay  them  high  wages, 
££  yet  in  a  few  years  they  return  to 
England  with  many  lacks  of  pa- 
££  godas.  How  can  you  or  I  ac- 
g(  count  for  Such  immenfe  fortunes, 
€e  acquired  in  fo  Short  a  time,  with- 


GISTER,  1784-5. 

££  out  any  vifible  means  of  getting 
££  them?”  Either  way,  therefore, 
Mr.  Burke  contended,  if  light  e- 
nough  could  not  be  furnifhed  to  au¬ 
thorise  a  full  condemnation  of  thofe 
demands,  they  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  parties*  who  belt  underflood  each 
other’s  proceedings  ;  and  that  it 
was  not  necelfary  the  authority  of 
government  Should  interpofe  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  claims,  whofe  very  founda¬ 
tion  was  a  defiance  of  that  autho¬ 
rity,  and  whofe  objeCt  was  its  entire 
fubverfion. 

But,  Said  Mr.  Burke,  the  gentle¬ 
men  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe 
know  as  well  as  I  do,  and  .they  dare 
not  contradict  me,  that  the  nabob 
and  his  creditors  are  not  adverfaries, 
but  collufive  parties  ;  and  that  the 
whole  tranfaClion  is  under  a  falfe 
colour,  and  falfe  names.  The  liti¬ 
gation  is  not,  nor  ever  has  been, 
between  their  rapacity  and  his 
hoarded  riches.  Mo;  it  is  between 
him  and  them,  combining  and  con¬ 
federating  on  one  fide,  and  the 
public  revenues  and  the  miferable 
inhabitants  of  a  ruined  country  on 
the  other.  Thefe  are  the  real  plain¬ 
tiffs  and  the  real  defendants  in  this 
fuit.  Refufing  a  fhilling  from  his 
hoards  for  the  fatisfaClion  of  any  de¬ 
mand,  the  nabob  of  Arcot  is  always 
ready,  nay  he  earneitly,  and  with 
eagerneis  and  paffion,  contends  for 
delivering  up  to  thefe  pretended  cre¬ 
ditors  his  territory  and  his  fubje&s. 
It  is  therefore  not  from  treafuries  and 
mines,  but  from  the  food  of  your 
unpaid  armies,  from  the  blood  with¬ 
held  from  the  veins,  and  whipt  out 
of  the  backs  of  the  molt  miferable 
of  men,  that  we  are  to  pamper  ex¬ 
tortion,  ufury,  and  peculation,  un¬ 
der  the  falfe  names  of  debtors  and 
creditors  of  Hate. 

After  thefe  general  obfervations 
on  the  debt,  Mr.  Burke  proceeded 
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to  examine  the  grounds  on  which 
Mr.  Dundas  had  endeavoured  to 
judify  them  feparately.  The  loan 
of  1 767,' he  allowed  to  dand  the 
faired  of  the  whole,  and  that,  what¬ 
ever  his  fufpicions  might  be  con¬ 
cerning  a  part  of  it,  he  could  conviff 
it  of  nothing  worfe  than  the  mod 
enormous  ufury  -  but  that  the  loans 
had  been  made  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  company,  or  had  their  ap¬ 
probation,  he  poiitively  denied,  and 
proved  from  their  own  records, 
that  the  very  reverfe  was  the  faCt  *. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  moderate  inte- 
red  which  it  was  faid  to  bear,  he 
dated,  from  the  nabob’s  own  letter, 
the  fact  to  be  as  follows : — that  the 
fum  originally  advanced  bore  an  in- 
tered  of  36  per  cent.  ;  that  it  was 
afterwards  brought  down  to  25  per 
cent,  and  at  length  to  20  ;  that 
there  it  remained,  the  intered  being 
all  along  added  to  the  principal, 
till,  by  a  regulation  of  the  compa¬ 
ny’s,  the  fum  confolidated  was  fixed 
at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent.  On  the 
whole,  Mr.  Burke  expreded  his 
doubts,  whether,  for  this  debt  of 
£.  880,000,  the  nabob  ever  faw 
£.  100,000  in  real  money. 

The  cavalry  debt  dood  next.  This 
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debt  was  contracted,  and  the  com¬ 
pany’s  credit  engaged  for  its  pay¬ 
ment,  by  the  ufurped  power  of  thofe 
perfons,  who  had  rebellioufly,  in 
conjunction  with  the  nabob,  over¬ 
turned  the  lawful  government  of 
Madras  in  the  memorable  year  of 
1777  :  and  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  delinquents,  in  order  to  make 
themfelves  a  party  to  fupport  them 
in  power,  dealt  jobs  about  to  any 
who  were  willing  to  receive  them. 
Of  this  loan  Mr.  Burke  alfo  doubt¬ 
ed  whether  the  nabob  ever  received 
a  dulling.  The  facts  relative  to 
it  were  dated  to  be  as  follow.: — in- 
dead  of  ready  money,  the  Englidi 
money-jobbers  engaged  to  pay  the 
nabob’s  cavalry  in  bills  payable  in 
four  months,  for  which  they  were 
to  receive  immediately  at  lead  one 
per  cent,  per  rnenfem,  but  proba¬ 
bly  two,  that  being  the  rate  gene¬ 
rally  paid  by  the  nabob,  and  the 
receipt  of  a  territorial  revenue,  for 
that  purpofe,  was  afiigned  to  them. 
Indead  of  four  months,  it  was  up¬ 
wards  of  two  years  before  the  ar¬ 
rears  of  the  cavalry  were  difcharg- 
ed  ;  and  being,  during  all  this  time, 
in  the  condant  receipt  of  the  afj- 
figned  revenue,  it  is  not  impro- 


*  The  following  extracts,  amongd  many  others,  were  read  by  Mr.  Burke. - - 

In  a  letter  written  upon  the  fubject  of  this  loan,  in  1769,  the  court  of  directors 
tell  the  prefidency  of  Madras — “  to  your  great  reproach,  it  has  been  concealed  from 
“  us.  We  cannot  but  fufpeCt  this  debt  to  have  had  its  weight  in  the  prop  of ed  ag- 
££  grandizement  of  Mahomed  Ali  ”  [the  nabob  of  Arcot]  “  but  whether  it  has  or 
<£  has  not,  certain  it  is,  you  are  guilty  of  an  high  breach  of  duty  in  concealing  it  from 
“  usd'  In  1770,  after  dating  that  the  trudees  of  the  private  creditors  had  re¬ 
ceived  an  afTignment  from  the  nabob  to  the  amount  of  f. 360, 000  annually,  they 
add,  ££  this  alignment  was  obtained  by  three  of  the  members  of  your  board  in  Janu~ 
“  ary  1767,  yet  we  do  not  fnd  the  leaf  trace  of  it  upon  your  confultations  till  Augufl 
<£  1768.”  As  to  their  approbation  of  it,  he  read  the  following  extraft  from  the 
fame  letter, — ££  We  had  the  mortification  to  find,  that  the  fervants  of  the  company, 
£J  who  had  been  raifed,  fuppor ted,  and  owed  their  prefent  opulence  to  the  advanta- 
iC  ges  gained  in  fuch  fervice,  have  in  this  indance  mof  unfaithfully  betrayed 
££  their  trufl ,  abandoned  the  company's  interef  and profituted  its  influence  to  accom- 
<£  plijh  the  purpofe  of  individuals  3  whilfl  the  interef  of  the  company  is  almofl  wholly 
*c  neglefted ,  and  payment  to  us  rendered  extremely  precarious." 
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bable  bat  that  they  paid  off  the 
nabob’s  troops  with  his  own  mo¬ 
ney. 

With  reipecl  to  the  con  foil  date  cl 
debt  of  1  £77,  Mr.  Burke  obferved, 
that  though  it  had  influence  enough 
to  obtain  a  protestor,  it  had  not 
plaufibility  enough  to  find  an  ad¬ 
vocate.  If  ever  a  traniafftion  called 
for  inveftigation,  it  was  this.  The 
amount  of  the  demand,  in  different 
accounts,  rofe  from  /.  1,300,000  to 

2,400,000  principal  money.  The 
/  proprietors  had  never  appeared  the 
fame  in  any  two  lifts  handed  about 
for  their  own  particular  pur  poles. 
One  circumftance  indeed  refpeding 
it  was  on  record.  In  the  year  1781, 
the  agents  of  the  creditors,  in  the 
arrangement  they  propofe  to  make 
at  Calcutta,  were  fatisfied  to  have 
25  per  cent,  at  once  ftruck  off  from 
the  capital  of  a  great  part  of  this 
debt ;  and  prayed  to  have  a  pro- 
vifton  made  for  this  reduced  prin¬ 
cipal,  without  any  intereft  at  all. 
This  was  an  arrangement  of  their 
own,  an  arrangement  made  by  thpfe 
who  bed  knew  the  true  confritution 
of  their  own  debt ;  who  knew  how 
little  favour  it  merited*  and  how 
little  hopes  they  had  to  find  any  per- 
fons  In  authority  abandoned  enough 
to  fupport  it  as  it  flood. 

But,  faid  Mr.  Burke,  what  cor¬ 
rupt  men,  in.  the  fond  imaginations 
©f  a  fanguine  avarice,  had  not  the 
confidence  to  propofe,  they  have 
found  a  chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  in  England  hardy  enough  to 
undertake  for  them.  He  has  cheer¬ 
ed  their  drooping  fpirits.  He  has 
thanked  the  peculators  for  not  cle- 
fpairing  of  their  commonwealth. 
He  has  told  them  they  were  too 
modeft.  Fie  has  replaced  the  25 
per  cent,  which,  in  order  to  lighten 
themfelves,  they  had  abandoned  in 
their  confeious  terror.  Inftead  of 


cutting  off  the  intereft,  as  they  had 
themfelves  confented  to  do,  with 
the  fourth  of  the  capital,  he  has 
added  the  whole  growth  of  four 
year,  ufury  of  s  e  per  cent,  to  the 
firft‘ over -grown  principal ;  and  has 
again  grafted  on  this  meliorated 
flock  a  perpetual  annuity  of  6  per 
cent,  to  t:To  p.vte  .from  the  year 
1785.  Lot  no  tv::  !  hereafter  talk 
of  the  dec:  nm  -..v  orgies  of  nature. 
All  the  ads  mod  monuments  of  the 
records  of  peculation  ;  the  confo- 
iidate-d  corruption  of  ages ;  the  pat¬ 
terns  of  exemplary  plunder  in  the 
heroic  times  ofRoman  iniquity, never 
equalled  the  gigantic  corruption  of 
this  Angle  act.  Never  did  Nero, 
in  all  the  infolent  prodigality  of 
defpotiim,  deal  out  to  his  praeto¬ 
rian  guards  a  donation  fit  to  be 
named  with  the  largefs  fhowered 
down  by  the  bounty  of  our  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the 
faithful  band  of  his  Indian  Se¬ 
poys. 

Mr.  Burke  then  proceeded  to  in¬ 
validate  the  arguments  urged  by 
Mr.  Dundas  in  defence  of  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  board  of  controul  re- 
fpefling  the  debts.  The  end  pro- 
pofed,  it  had  been  faid,  was  the  de¬ 
tection  of  the  fraudulent  claims. 
But  by  whom  was  this  detection 
to  be  made  ?  By  the  nabob,  who  was 
himfelf  accufed  as  a  collufive  party. 
Betides,  in  the  only  complaint  he 
ever  made,  that  refpecling  the  ca¬ 
valry  loan,  how  had  lie  been  at¬ 
tended  to  ?  It  was  fixed  on  him 
with  intereft  on  intereft,  and  ex¬ 
cepted  from  all  power  of  litigation. 
But  the  other  creditors  1  were  they 
authorized  to  enter  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer  of  the  nabob,  and  to  fearch 
his  records  ?  Without  his  concur¬ 
rence,  what  evidence  of  the  fraud 
of  the  fmalleft  of  thofe  demands 
could  be  obtained  ?  Had  not  the 
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company  itfelf  ftruggled  for  a  pre¬ 
ference  for  years,  without  any  de¬ 
tection  of  the  nature  of  the  debts 
with  which  they  contended  ? 

After  having  thus  inveftigated 
the  nature  and  amount  of  the  enor¬ 
mous  load  of  debt,  with  which  ini- 
nifters  had  thought  fit  to  load  the 
revenues  of  the  Carnatic,  Mr.  Burke 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to 
the  ruined  condition  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  in  order  to  dilcover  how  much 
would  remain,  after  fatisfying  thole 
demands,  to  provide  for  the  public 
debt,  and  the  neceffary  eftablifh- 
ments  of  government.  Mr.  Burke 
here  entered  into  a  fhort  date  of 
the  internal  politics  of  the  Carnatic, 
and  of  the  caufes  which  produced 
the  war  with  Hyder  Ali.  He  then 
deferibed  the  ravages  of  that  defol¬ 
iating  war,  which  raged  for  eighteen 
months,  without  intermillion,  from 
the  gates  of  Madras  to  the  gates 
of'Tanjore,  and  the  redoubled  hor¬ 
rors  of  the  famine  that  enured  ;  in- 
fomuch  that  when  the  Britifh  ar¬ 
mies  t  raver  fed,  as  they  did  the 
central  provinces  of  the  Carnatic 
for  hundreds  of  miles  in  all  direc¬ 
tions,  through  the  whole  line  of 
their  march  they  did  not  fee  one 
man,  not  one  woman,  not  one  child, 
not  one  four-footed  bead  of  any 
defeription.  He  next  proved,  from 
the  nature  of  the  foil  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  mode  of  cultivation, 
that  it  would  require  a  long  time, 
a  ferious  attention,  and  much  cod, 
to  re-edablilh  it  in  its  former  con¬ 
dition. 

And  what,  added  Mr.  Burke, 
would  a  virtuous  and  enlightened 
minidry  do  on  the  view  of  the 
ruins  of  fuch  works  before  them  ; 
on  the  view  of  fuch  a  chafm  of  de- 
folation  as  that  which  yawned  in 
the  midd  of  thofe  countries  to  the 
north  and  fout’n,  which  dill  bore 


fome  vediges  of  cultivation  ?  They 
would  have  reduced  all  their  mod 
neceffary  edablifhments ;  they  would 
have  fufpended  the  juded  paymehts  ; 
they  would  have  employed  every 
{hilling  derived  from  the  producing 
to  re-animate  the  powers  of  the 
unproductive  parts.  While  they 
were  performing  this  fundamental 
duty,  wh'ild  they  were  celebrating 
thefe  m\  .Aries  of  judice  and  hu¬ 
manity,  they  would  have  told  the 
corps  of  fictitious  creditors,  whofe 
crimes  were  their  claims,  that  they 
mud  keep  an  awful  diftance ;  that 
they  mud  filence  their  inaulpicious 
tongues  ;  that  they  mud  hold  off 
their  profane  unhallowed  paws  from 
this  holy  work  ;  they  would  have 
proclaimed,  with  a  . voice  that  fhould 
make  itfelf  heard,  that  on  every 
country  the  fird  creditor  is  the  plow  ; 
that  this  original,  indefeafible  claim 
fuperfedes  every  other  demand. 

This  is  what  a  wife  and  virtuous 
minidry  would  have  done  and  faid. 
This,  therefore,  is  what  our  minider 
could  never  think  of  faying  or  do¬ 
ing;.  A  minidrv  of  another  kind 
would  have  fird  imnroved  the 
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country,  and  have  thus  laid  a  folid 
foundation  for  future  opulence  and 
future  force.  But  on  this  grand 
point  of  the  redoration  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  there  is  not  one  fyllable  to  be 
found  in  the  correfpondence  of  our 
miniders,  from  the. fird  to  the  lad: 
they  felt  nothing  for  a  land  def¬ 
lated  by  fire,  {word,  and  famine  ; 
their  fympathies  took  another  di¬ 
rection  ;  they  were  touched  with 
pity  for  bribery,  fo  long  tormented 
with  a  fruitlefs  itching  of  its  palms ; 
their  bowels  yearned  for  ufury,  that 
had  long  miffed  the  harved  of  its 
returning  months ;  they  felt  for  pe¬ 
culation,  which  had  been  for  fo  many 
years  raking  in  the  dud  of  an 
empty  treafury  ;  they  were  melted 
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into  companion  for  rapine  and  op- 
preffion,  licking  their  dry,  parched, 
unbloody  jaws.  Thefe  were  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  their  folicitude.  Thefe  were 
the  neceflities  for  which  they  were 
ftudious  to  provide. 

He  entered,  laftly,  into  an  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  aCtual  hate  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Carnatic  ;  contend¬ 
ing,  from  feveral  authentic  docu¬ 
ments,  that  the  whole  net  revenue 
amounted,  in  the  year  1782,  to  no 
more  than  £.  480,000,  nearly  the 
precife  fum  that  the  minifters  had 
appropriated  to  the  emolument  of 
their  creatures,  the  private  credi¬ 
tors.  With  regard  to  the  public 
debt  due  to  the  company,  nothing 
ivas  provided  for  it,  but  an  eventual 
furplus,  to  be  ihared  with  one  clafs 
of  the  private  demands,  after  fatif- 
fying  the  two  firft  clafles.  Never, 
he  faid,  was  a  more  fhameful  poft- 
poning  a  public  demand,  which,  by 
the  reafon  of  the  thing,  and  the 
uniform  practice  of  all  nations,  fu- 
perfedes  every  private  claim. 

Mr.  Burke  took  this  occaiion  to 
make  feme  obfervations  on  the  mode 
of  fettling  accounts  between  the  na¬ 
bob  and  the  company,  by  which, 
fays  he,  the  public  and  the  private 
debts  are  made  to  play  into  each 
other’s  hands  a  game  of  utter  per¬ 
dition  to  the  unhappy  natives  of  In¬ 
dia.  The  nabob  falls  into  an  arrear 
to  the  company.  The  prehdency 
prefies  for  payment.  The  nabob’s 
anfwer  is,  I  have  no  money.  Good. 
But  there  are  ibucars  who  will  fup- 
ply  you  on  the  mortgage  of  your 
territories.  Then  fteps  forward 
fome  Paul  Benfield,  and  from  his 
grateful  companion  to  the  nabob, 
and  his  filial  regard  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  he  unlocks  the  treafures  of 
his  virtuous  induftry ;  and  for  a 
confideration  of  twenty-four  or 
thirty-fix  per  cent,  on  a  mortgage 


of  the  territorial  revenue,  becomes 
fecurity  to  the  company  for  the  na¬ 
bob’s  arrear.  In  coniequence  of  this 
double  game,  the  whole  Carnatic 
has,  at  one  time  or  other,  been  co¬ 
vered  by  thofe  locufts,  the  Englifir 
foucars.  During  thefe  operations, 
what  a  feene  has  that  country  pro¬ 
duced  !  The  ufurious  European  af~ 
fignee  fuperiedes  the  nabob’s  native 
farmer  oi  the  revenue — The  farmer 
Hies  to  the  nabob,  to  claim  his 
bargain  ;  whilft  his  fervants  murmur 
for  wages,  and  his  foldiers  mutiny 
for  pay.  The  mortgage  to  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  afiignee  is  then  refumed., 
and  the  native  farmer  replaced;  re¬ 
placed,  again  to  be  removed  on  the 
new  clamour  of  the  European  af¬ 
iignee.  Every  man  of  rank'  and 
landed  fortune  being  long  fince  ex- 
tinguifhed,  the  remaining  iniferable 
laft  cultivator,  who  grows  to  the 
foil,  after  having  his  back  fcored 
by  the  farmer,  has  it  again  flayed 
by  the  alfignee  ;  and  is  thus,  by  a 
ravenous,  becaufe  a  fhort-lived  fuc- 
cefiion  of  claimants,  lalhed  from 
oppreffor  -to  oppreffor,  whillt  a  drop 
of  blood  is  left,  as  the  means  of 
extorting  a  Angle  grain  of  corn.-r— 
Far  from  painting,  he  added,,  that 
he  did  not  reach  the  faft,  nor  ap¬ 
proach  it.  This  tyrannous  exaction 
brought  on  fervile  concealment,  and 
that  again  called  forth  tyrannous 
coercion  — till  at  length  nothing 
of  humanity  was  left  in  the  govern¬ 
ment,  no  trace  of  integrity,  fpirit, 
or  manjinefs  in  the  people,  who 
drag  out  a  precarious  and  degraded 
exigence  under  iuch  a  fyftem  of 
outrage  upon  human  nature. 

The  minifters,  he  obferved,  had 
•thought  lit  to  renew  the  company’s 
old  order  againft  contracting  private 
debts  in  future.  They  begin  by 
rewarding  the  violation  of  the  an¬ 
cient  lavy ;  they  then  gravely  re¬ 
enact 
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©na6t  provifions,  of  which  they  had 
given  bounties  for  the  breach  ;  and 
they  conclude  with  pofitive  direc¬ 
tions  for  again  contracting  the  debts 
they  pofitively  forbid.  They  order 
the  nabob  to  allot  £.  480,000  a 
year,  as  a  fund  for  the  debts  before 
us.  For  the  purndal  payment  of 
this  annuity/they  order  him  to  give 
foucar  [bankers]  fecurity.  Thefe 
foucars  are  no  other  than  the  cre¬ 
ditors  themfelves,  who  thus  become 
creditors  again  on  a  new  account, 
and  receive  an  additional  twenty- 
four  per  cent,  for  condefcending  to 
take  the  country  in  mortgage,  and 
being  fecurity  to  themfelves  for 
their  own  claims. 

Mr.  Burke,  after  fame  obferva- 
tions  on  the  motives  to  this  lihameful 
conduit,  and  on  the  perfon  [Mr. 
Paul  Ben  field]  in  whole  favour  all 
thefe  rules  had  been  violated,  con¬ 
cluded  with  declaring  his  opinion, 
that  if  the  fcene  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  globe,  which  tempts,  invites, 
almod  compels  to  tyranny  and  ra¬ 
pine,  be  not  infpefted  with  the  eye 
of  a  fevere  and  unremitting  vigi¬ 
lance,  fhame  and  dedruftion  mud 
enfue.  For  one,  fays  he,  the  work 
event  of  this  day,  though  it  may 
dejedt,  fliall  not  break  or  fubdue 
me — The  call  upon  us  is  authorita¬ 
tive — Let  who  will  fhrink  back,  I 
fhall  be  found  at  my  pod — Baffled, 
difcountenanced,  fubdued,  difcre- 
dited,  as  the  caufe  of  juftice  and 
humanity  is,  it  will  be  only  the 
dearer  to  me— Whoever,  therefore, 
fhall  at  any  time  bring  before  you 
any  thing  towards  the  relief  of  our 
didreded  fellow-citizens  in  India, 
and  towards  a  fuhverfion  of  the  pre- 
fent  mod  corrupt  and  oppreifive 
fyflem  for  its  government,  in  me 
fhall  find,  a  weak  I  am  afraid,  but 
a  heady,  earned,  and  faithful  af- 
fidant. 
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The  houfe  then  divided,  when, 
there  appeared,  for  the  motion  69, 
againd  it  164. 

The  bufmefs  of  a  reform  in  par¬ 
liament,  the  confideration  of  which 
had  now  for  a  certain  period  annually 
occupied  the  attention  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  was  this  feffion  brought  to  a 
final  determination. 

The  weight  and  influence  of  go¬ 
vernment  had  hitherto  been  exerted 
more  or  lefs  in  oppofition  to  this 
meafure  ;  but  the  prefent  minider 
having  pledged  himfelf  to  exercife 
the  whole  weight  of  his  official  fi¬ 
liation  to  attain  it,  the  prefent  op¬ 
portunity  was  looked  upon  as  the 
mod  favourable  it  could  ever  ex¬ 
perience. 

The  quedion  was  accordingly 
brought  before  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  on  the  1 8th  day  of  April,  by 
Mr.  Pitt  himfelf,  who  concluded  a 
fpeech  of  confiderable  length  with 
moving,  £*  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  of  England 
in  parliament.3’ 

The  plan  which  he  propofed  for 
this  purpofe,  was  to  transfer  the 
right  ofchufingreprefentatives  from 
36  of  fuch  boroughs  as  had  already, 
or  were  falling  into  decay,  to  the 
counties,  and  to  filch  chief  towns  and 
cities  as  were  at  prefent  unrepre- 
fentcd— That  a  fund  fhould  be  pro¬ 
vided,  for  the  purpofe  of giving  to  the 
owners  and  holders  of  fuch  boroughs 
disfranchised,  an  appreciated  com- 
penfation  for  their  property — That 
the  taking  this  compenfation  fhould 
be  a  voluntary  adl  of  the  proprietor, 
and  if  not  taken  at  prefent,  fhould 
be  placed  out  at  compound  intered, 
until  it  became  an  irrefiftible  bait 
to  fuch  proprietors.  He  alfo  meant 
to  extend  the  right  of  voting  for 
knights  of  the  lhire  to  copyholders 
as  well  as  freeholders.  Such  was 
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the  outline  of  his  fyftem,  which  was 
not  altogether  approved  of  by  thofe 
who  fupported  the  motion  in  gene¬ 
ral.  Mr.  Fox,  particularly,  objeded 
to  the  mode  laid  down,  of  purchafmg 
the  boroughs,  though  he  adopted 
the  transferring  of  the  right  of 
chufmg  reprefentatives  from  them 
to  the  counties  and  principal  towns 
and  cities. 

The  chief  arguments  delivered 
in  favour  of  a  reform,  were  derived 
from  what  was  dated  to  be  the  pre- 
fent  defective  and  partial  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  kingdom  at  large— 
That  an  aftive,  reforming,  and  re¬ 
gulating  principle,  which  kept  pace 
with  the  alterations  in  the  date,  was 
requifite  to  preferve  the  confutation 
in  its  full  force  and  vigour— That 
as  any  part  of  the  condi  union  de¬ 
cayed,  it  had  ever  been  the  wifdom 
of  the  legislature  to  renovate  and 
xedore  it  by  fuch  means  as  were 
mod  likely  to  anfwer  the  end  pro„ 
pofed ;  and  that  hence  had  arifen 
the  frequent  alterations  that  had 
taken  place  with  refpect  to  the  rule 
of  reprefentation,  both  before  and 
at  the  revolution. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  objected 
to  the  motion,  that  it  was  not  called 
for  by  the  people,  and  particularly 
not  by  the  unreprefented  large 
towns  and  cities,  which  it  was  dated 
had  a  right  to  claim  the  benefit 
which  would  refult  from  fuch  a 
meafure— That  if  a  bill  of  reform 
was  once  introduced,  mens  minds 
were  fo  unfettled  and  various  on  the 
fubjefl,  that  there  was  no  knowing 
to  what  extent  it  might  be  carried 
—That  what  were  called  rotten  and 
decayed  boroughs,  were  frequently 
reprefented  by  gentlemen  who  had 
the  greated  dake  in  the  country, 
and  confequently  were  as  much  con¬ 
cerned  in  its  welfare,  and  in  that  of 
the  condituiion,  as  any  other  fpecies 


of  reprefentatives,  in  whatfoever 
manner  they  might  be  chofien,  could 
be;  —  and,  finally,  that  whild  no 
neceffity  was  (hewn  for  fuch  a  re¬ 
form,  and  whild  the  rights  and  li¬ 
berties  of  the  people  remained  fafe 
and  fecuie  under  the  prefent  mode 
of  reprefentation,  it  was  hazardous 
in  the  extreme  to  alter  what  was 
found  to  be  good  by  experience,  the 
only  ted  of  truth. 

The  motion,  after  much  extrane¬ 
ous  debate,  and  much  perfonal  al- 
lufion  and  animofities  from  both 
iides  of  the  houfe,  at  length  paffed 
in  the  negative,  the  numbers  again  d 
it  being  248,  for  it  174. 

Previous  to  the  opening  the  bud¬ 
get  for  the  prefent  year,  Mr.  Pitt 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to 
a  general  review  of  the  national 
finances.  The  whole  of  the  public 
expenditure  (including  the  intered 
of  the  public  debt,  together  with 
the  probable  expences  of  the  peace 
eilabiimment)  he  edirnated  at 
£- 14,400,000  per  annum  ;  and,  in 
order  to  compare  this  yearly  expen¬ 
diture  with  the  yearly  income  of  the 
date,  he  propofed  examining  the  net 
produce  of  the  taxes  for  the  quar¬ 
ters  ending  the  5th  of  January  and 
the  5th  of  April  1784,  and  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  thofe  ending  the  5th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  and  the  5th  of  April  1785. 
f  n.e  refpedlive  produce  of  thefe  four 
reipeftive  quarters  in  progreffion 
was  dated  to  be  as  follows  :—the 
fird  at  ^.2,589,000,  the  fecond 
at  .£.2,198,000,  the  third  at 
£.  2,738,000,  the  fourth  at 
£.  3,066,000.  According  to  the 
increafed  produce  of  the  taxes  in 
thefe  quarters,  he  made  a  variety 
of  calculations  on  their  probable 
amount  for  the  whole  year ;  the 
highed  of  which  he  placed  at 
£.  1 2,600,000,  and  the  lowed  a£ 
near  £.  12,000,000  per  annum. 

There 
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There' was  another  calculation,  on 
which  he  did  not  lay  fo  much 
dreSs,  and  that  was  by  expending 
a  progrefiive  increafe  in  each  fuc- 
ceding  quarter,  proportionate  to 
the  fuperiority  of  the  quarter  end¬ 
ing  on  the  5  th  of  April  1785,  over 
thofe  preceding,  which  would  raife 
the  yearly  amount  of  the  taxes  to 
upwards  of  fourteen  millions  and 
a  half.  The  land  and  malt  tax  (at 
.£.2,450,000)  added  to  this  com¬ 
puted  product  of  the  ether  taxes, 
he  expected  would  leave  an  over¬ 
plus  of  nearly  £.  1,000,000,  for 
the  purpofe  of  a  linking  fund,  to 
be  applied  to  the  difeharge  of  the 
national  debt ;  but  the  necefTary 
meafures  for  fuch  an  appropriation, 
although  he  wilhed  parliament  well 
to  conlider  the  fubjedt,  he  did  not 
intend  to  put  in  execution  until  the 
year  following. 

Many  objections  were  made  by 
the  opposition  to  the  mode  of  cal¬ 
culation  purfued  by  Mr.  Pitt  ;  the 
chief  of  which  were,  that  it  was 
imooSuble  to  get  at  the  true  annual 
amount  of  taxes,  by  extrading  par¬ 
ticular  quarters  and  feafons  of  the 
year  in  which  perhaps  the  greateft 
part  of  the  taxes  were  received, 
inftead  of  taking  the  whole  12 
months  together  ;  and  it  was  par¬ 
ticularly  Shewn,  from  a  table  of  the 
amount  of  the  cuftoms,  that  when¬ 
ever  the  fpring  quarters  rofe  Singu¬ 
larly  high,  the  fummer  quarters 
were  proportionably  low  :  alfo,  that 
the  two  quarters  taken  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
contained  together  15  days  more 
than  half  a  year. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  fup- 
plies  voted  this  year,  was  dated  by 
Mr.  Pitt  at  ^.9,737,868  ;  the  ways 
and  means  which  had  already  been 
voted  towards  providing  for  thefe 
Applies,  including  the  computed 
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growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund 
up  to  the  10th  of  October  next,  the 
money  dill  remaining  in  the  exche¬ 
quer,  and  what  had  been  paid  in  by 
the  paymaders,  left  together  a  defi¬ 
ciency  of £.  1 ,000,000  :  this  furn  he 
intended  borrowing  from  the  bank 
at  5  per  cent,  and  he  Should  do  fo, 
becaufe  the  bank  would  pay  the 
money  in  as  government  called  for 
it,  and  the  intered  was  to  be  cal¬ 
culated  only  from  the  time  the  Turns 
were  advanced.  The  intered  of  this 
loan  he  Should  State  at  f.  50,000. 

But  the  mod  ferious  part  of  the 
prefent  budget  was,  the  funding 
the  remainder  of  the  navy  bills 
and  ordnance  debentures,  which 
had  dood  over  from  the  lad  feSfion. 
Thefe  together,  notwithstanding 
they  amounted  to  10,010,000, 
he  intended  funding,  he  faid,  the 
prefent  year.  * 

He  observed,  that  £.  6,000,000 
of  the  navy  bills  had  been  provided 
for  lad  year  at  an  intered  of  4  per 
cent.  ;  that  the  fum  required  for 
the  intered  of  the  remainder  would 
now  be  no  more  than  £P  320,000, 
and  which,  together  with  the 
£.  50,000  for  the  loan  from  the 
bank,  and  £.  40,000  to  replace  the 
tax  on  callicoCs,  which  was  now  re¬ 
pealed,  would  make  the  whole  fum 
to  be  railed  about  £.  41 3,000. 

With  regard  to  what  dock  he 
Should  fund  in,  he  gave  a  pre¬ 
ference  to  the  5  per  cents,  becaufe, 
although  in  the  5  per  cents,  there 
was  a  prefent  loSs  of  about  6  s.  per 
£.100,  or  about  £.  30,000  in  all, 
yet  it  would  be  amply  repaid  from 
the  nature  of  that  fort  of  dock 
affording  a  more  eafy  and  expedi¬ 
tious  means  of  paying  it  off;Hn 
confequence  of  which,  whenever 
that  came  to  be  done,  there  would 
be  a  faving  of  near  f.  3,000,000. 

The 
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The  taxes  *,  which  were  im- 
pofed,  in  order  to  raife  the  fum  of 
^.413,000,  for  the  intereft  upon 
this  funded  debt,  paffed  with  a  few 
regulations  and  amendments. 

That  on  female  fervants  met  with 
the  moft  oppolition. 

In  addition  to  the  different  bills 
which  had  palled  for  the  purpofe  of 
regulating  the  public  offices  of  the 
kingdom,  Mr.  Pitt  brought  one  in 
this  feffion  ft  for  appointing  commif- 
iioners  to  enquire  into  the  fees,  gra¬ 
tuities,  perquifites,  and  emoluments, 
which  are  or  lately  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  feveral  public  offices 
to  be  therein  mentioned  ;  to  ex¬ 
amine  into  any  abufes  which  may 
exift  in  the  fame  ;  and  to  report 
fuch  obfervations  as  fhall  occur  to 
them,  for  the  better  conducing  and 
managing  the  bulinefs  tranfadled 
in  the  faid  offices.33  The  oppofi- 
tion  this  meafure  encountered  was 
confiderable.  The  bill  was  hated 
to  be  needlefs,  futile,  and  illegal. 
Needlefs,  becaufe  the  treafury  board 
had  every  power  neceffary  to  make 
fuch  enquiries  as  the  bill  propofed, 
already  veiled  in  them.  Futile, 
becaufe  nothing  fubllantial,  or  equi¬ 
valent  to  the  extenlive  powers 
granted  by  it,  could  be  obtained. 
It  being  the  appearance  of  a  re¬ 
form,  without  the  erfedt.  And  il¬ 
legal,  inafmuch  as  there  was  a 
claufe  enabling  the  ,  commiffioners 
to  fend  for  perfons,  and  to  examine 
them  when  and  where  they  pleafed  ; 
a  principle  diredlly  militating 
againft  magna  charts,  and  the 
law  of  the  land.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  argued,  that  the  bill. 


appointing  the  commiffioners  of 
public  accounts,  afforded  a  very  re¬ 
cent  precedent  for  granting  fuch 
powers  as  were  now  complained 
of ;  and  that,  although  the  objects 
of  the  reform  in  queilion  were  not 
of  equal  magnitude  with  fome  others 
which  had  appeared  before  the 
houfe,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
became  important  on  account  of 
their  number  and  extent.  The 
queftion  on  this  bill  was  finally 
put  and  carried,  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  on  the  14th  of  June,  the 
numbers  for  it  being  74,  againll  it 
15.  It  afterwards  paffed  the  houfe 
of  lords,  where  it  received  feveral 
amendments,  and  one  in  particular 
which  fubjedled  the  commiffioners 
to  the  controul  of  the  board  of 
treafury.  The  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  were  two  of  the  comp¬ 
trollers  of  the  army  accounts,  and 
Mr,  Francis  Baring. 

The  arrangement  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  intercourfe  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  took  up  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  this  feffion  ;  but 
as  the  prefent  volume  has  already 
fwelled  greatly  beyond  its  ufual 
fize,  we  muft  beg  leave  to  defer 
the  hifiory  of  that  important  fubjedt 
to  another  year. 

As  foon  as  the  refolutions  which 
were  to  be  the  bafis  of  this  arrange¬ 
ment  had  paffed  both 
houfes,  they  adjourn¬ 
ed,  on  a  meffage  from 
the  king,  till  the  27th  of  Odtober, 
in  order  to  receive  the  decilion  of 
the  Iriffi  parliament ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  were  prorogued  by  pro¬ 
clamation  to  the  ill  of  December. 


Aug.  2d, 
1785. 


*  For  a  recapitulation  of  thefe  feveral  taxes,  with  their  refpe&ive  computed 
amounts,  fee  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle  for  1785, 
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Gonftantinople ,  Dec.  10,  1783. 

W'  E  have  had  feveral  accidents 
of  the  plague  fince  lait  poll ; 
notwithstanding  which,  the  morta¬ 
lity  is  almoft  entirely  ceafed.  We 
now  flatter  ourfelves,  that  the  cold 
weather  may  put.  a  total  hop  to  the 
contagion,  which  has  coft  this  ci¬ 
ty  at  leafb  eighty  tho aland  inha¬ 
bitants  fince  June  lair. 

tj1  Gen.  fir  Guy  Carleton, 
^  ’  late  commander  in  chief  at 

New-York,  arrived  in  town  on 
Wednefday.  He  came  home  in  the 
Ceres  floop  of  war  of  16  guns,  ar¬ 
rived  at  Plymouth.  When  he  failed, 
all  the  Britilh  and  Heflian  troops, 
with  the  loyalifts,  had  left  New- 


York,  and  the  Americans,  with  Gen. 
Waihington  at  their  head,  were  in 
peaceable  poiTeflion  of  that  city. 

Came  on  at  the  Eail-India  houfe, 
Leadenhall-ltreet,  the  ballot  for 
three  directors  of  the  laid  company’s 
affairs,  in  the  room  of  fir  William 
James,  bart.  deceafed;  fir  Henry 
Fletcher,  bart.  and  Jacob Wilkinfon, 
elq;  refigned:  upon  the  calling  the 
ballot,  the  numbers  were, 

For  John  Woodhoufc,  efq; 

George  Johnltone,  elq; 

Richard  Atkinfon,  efq; 

Thomas  Battle,  jun.  eiq; 
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John  Grant,  efq;  234 

George  M4  Macaulay,  efq;  161 
,  Ac  the  dole  of  tlie  poll  lor 
-  '  alderman  of  Queenhithe 

ward,  in  the  room  of  Frederick 
Bull,  efq;  deceafed,  the  numbers 
were. 

For  John  Bates,  efq;  87 

Geo.  M.  Macaulay,  efq;  49 

Majority  for  Mr.  Bates,  38 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  paffenger  on 
board  the  Vanjittart  Eajl  Indiaman f 
dated  at feu,  Augufi  zz,  1783. 
ii  Y clterday ,  about  half  pall  ele¬ 
ven,  A.  M.  we  were  alarmed  with 
the  cry  of  fire  ;  when  running 
upon  deck*  we  perceived  a  grbat 
fmoke  iffuing  from  the  Duke  of 
Kingfton  Eaft  Indiaman,  Captain 
Nutt ;  foon  after  which  fhe  burft 
out  in  flames  from  head  to  ftern, 
We  were  then  about  half  a  mile  a- 
head  of  her,  and  the  Pigot  and  Earl 
of  Oxford  Indiamen  about  four 
miles  a-head  of  us.  The  weather 
being  calm,  our  captain  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  out  the  engine,  and 
ail  the  boats,  at  the  lame  time  firing 
two  guns  as  a  fignal  to  the  (hips  a- 
head.  It  is  impoffible  to  conceive 
a  more  dreadful  fpe&acle  than  at 
this  moment  prefented  itfelf ;  num¬ 
bers  of  the  poor  wretches  throwing 
themlclves  overboard,  with  oars, 
fpars.  Sec.  to  keep  them  from  fink- 
[A’]  ing ; 
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rag ;  others  crowding  on  the  bow- 
fprit,  where  they  hung  in  clufters 
till  received  into  the  boats.  Our 
jolly-boat  got  out  firft,  and  returned 
in  a  ihort  time  with  five  men  ;  the 
long-boat,  yawl,  and  cutter,,  were 
iioifled  out  with  equal  difpatch,  and 
ufed  every  effort  to  fave  as  many  of 
•the  crew  as  they  could,  the  lire 
having  by  this  time  increafed  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
attempt  having  the  fhip.  The  boats 
from  tire  other  two  fhips  were 
now  got  out  ;  foon  after  which  our 
yawl  returned  full  of  people,  among 
whom  were  the  firft  mate  and  a 
midfhipman,  whom  they  had  picked 
up  drowned;  we  ufed  every  effort 
to  recover  them,  but  in  vain.  At 
three  P.  M.  our  long-boat  returned 
with  150  people  ;  the  boats  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  other  Indiamen  were  alfo 
filled  ;  and  having  faved  every  per¬ 
son  they  could  find,  they  left  the 
xhip,  which  at  five  in  the  afternoon 
blew  up  with  a  terrible  explofion. 
On  the  whole  79  fouls  perifned  by 
this  melancholy  accident,  among 
whom  were  feveral  women  and 
children,  feme  foidiers,  and  a  few 
paffengers. 

Captain  Nutt,  with  two  military 
officers,  had  paid  us  a  vifit  in  the 
morning,  and  was  on  board  the 
Pigot  at  the  time  the  fire  broke  out, 
which  was  occafioned  by  a  bailor’s 
drawing  fome  fpirits  out  of  a  calk 
in  the  fpirit  room,  which  catching 
fire,  communicated  to  the  other 
cafes,  and  burnt  with  fuch  fury, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  fave  a  fin- 
gle  article. 

j  ^  John  Lee  was  indiCled  for 
'  ‘  forging  an  order  for  payment 

of  money,  which  order  ran  in  the 
following  words : 

Nov.  24,  1783. 
Pay  to  Mr.  John  Lee,  or  order. 


upon  demand,  the  fum  of  fifteen^ 
pounds  flerling,  which  place  to  his 
account  of  office. 

-Office, 

Ordnance-Office, 

Whitehall. 

There,  were  eight  counts  in  the 
above  indictment ;  one  with  forg¬ 
ing  it,  to  defraud  lord  Townfhend, 
the  malter-generai  of  the  ordnance  ; 
the  fecond,  uttering  it,  knowing  it 
to  be  forged,  &c.  and  varying  it  as 
it  puffed  different  hands. 

Mr.  Janies  Gulden,  who  keeps  the 
Rofe  coffee-houfe,  in  Bridges -ftreet. 
Covent-garden,  depofed,  that  in 
December  lafl  the  prifoner  came  to 
his  houfe,  and  drank  two  bottles  of 
wine ;  that  boon  after  a  third  gen¬ 
tleman  came  in,  and  they  had  a 
third  bottle,  when  the  prifoner  bent 
for  Mr.  Cufden,  who  came  up  flairs, 
and  the  prifoner  produced  the  above 
bill,  wifhing  to  get  five  guineas  up¬ 
on  it;  but  Mr.  Cufden  only  ad¬ 
vanced  him  one  guinea  and  a  half. 
When  he  prefented.  the  note  to 
Meffrs  Cox,  See.  agents  at  Charing- 
crofs,  the  forgery  was  difeovered, 
and  the  prifoner  apprehended. 

Mr.  Cox  proved  it  was  not  lord 
Townfhend’s  writing,  and  Mr.  Fin¬ 
der  produced  the  bill. 

The  evidence  for  the  profecution 
refled  here.  On  the  crofs  exami¬ 
nation,  it  was  urged  by  Mr.  Sylvef- 
ter,  ceunfel  for  the  prifoner,  that 
the  indiClment  did  not  correfpond 
with  the  bill,  for  it  Bated  M.  G.  to 
be  mailer  general,  which  the  profe¬ 
cution  had  no  right  fo  to  conftruCt ; 
that  there  was  no  fuch  office  at 
Whitehall  as  the  pay-office  ;  that  it 
could  not  be  to  defraud  lord  Town¬ 
fhend,  as  lord  Townfhend  was  not 
then  in  office,  and  confequently  not 
mailer -general  of  the  ordnance. 
Thebe  and  feveral  other  legal  ob¬ 
jections 
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je&ions  were  ftated  by  the  counfel, 
but  over-ruled  ;  as  judge  Heath  was 
of  opinion,  that  they  were  not 
averments,  but  Hated  in  the  indict¬ 
ment  to  be  purports.  The  evidence 
being  fummed  up,  the  jury  found 
the  prifoner  guilty  of  uttering  the 
bill,  knowing  it  to  be  forged.  The 
cafe,  however,  is  referred  to  the 
twelve  judges,  on  a  number  of  ex¬ 
ceptions  ftated  in  the  indictment. 

St.  James's,  January  20th.  Yef- 
terday  being  kept  as  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  queen’s  birth-day,  there 
was  a  very  numerous  and  lplendid 
appearance  of  the  nobility,  foreign 
minifters,  and  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tinCtion,  to  compliment  their  ma- 
jefties  on  the  occafion.  The  guns 
in  the  park,  and  at  the  tower,  were 
fired  at  one  o’clock.  There  was  a 
ball  at  court  in  the  evening,  and 
illuminations  and  other  public  de- 
monftrations  of  joy  in  London  and 
Weftminfter. 

1  This  night’s  gazette  con- 
^  ’  tains  the  addreffes  of  the 
mayor,  fheriffs,  citizens,  and  com¬ 
monalty  of  the  city  of  Norwich  ;  of 
the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgeffes 
of  the  borough  of  Leicefter ;  and 
of  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  mer¬ 
chants,  and  inhabitants  of  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Great  Yarmouth,  Norfolk, 
to  his  majefty,  expreffmg  their  firm 
attachment  to  his  majefty ’s  perfon 
and  family,  and  offering  their  fin- 
cere  thanks  on  his  majefty’s  dif- 
miffion  of  the  late  miniftry. 

,  At  half  paft  twelve  o’clock, 

~  the  fheriffs  met  at  Guildhall, 
on  the  huftings,  in  order  to  declare 
the  numbers  for  a  representative  of 
this  city,  in  the  room  of  Frederick 
Bull,  efq;  when  there  appeared  for 
Brook  Watfon,  efq;  2097  ;  and  for 
alderman  Crofby,  1043  ;  upon  which 
Brook  Watfon,  efq;  was  declared 
dulv  elected, 

0 
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£  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
3  ’  addreffes  to  his  majefty  from 

the  merchants  and  traders  of  Lon¬ 
don  ;  from  the  lord  provoft,  magif- 
trates,  and  council  of  Edinburgh  ; 
from  the  aldermen,  burgeffes,  &c. 
of  Southampton ;  from  the  manu¬ 
facturers,  traders,  &c.  of  Taunton  ; 
and  from  the  mayor  and  inhabitants 
of  Plymouth,  upon  the  removal  of 
the  late  miniftry,  &c. 


FEBRUARY  1784. 

This  night’s  gazette  contains 
3  '  addreffes  to  his  majefty  from 
the  dean,  fteward,  burgeffes.  Sc c. 
of  Weftminfter ;  from  the  freemen 
and  citizens  of  York;  from  the 
mayor,  clergy,  &c.  of  Exeter ; 
from  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  &c.  of 
Lancalter  ;  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Reading ;  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Colchelter;  and  from  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  Evefham,  in  Wor- 
cefterfhire,  on  the  removal  of  the 
late  miniftry,  &c. 

j  At  a  court  °f  common 

council,  before  the  right 
honourable  the  lord  mayor,  the  al- 
dermen  Alfop,  Crofby,  Townfhend, 
Efdaile,  Wilkes,  Lewes,  Plomer, 
Newnham,  Clark,  Wright,  Hart, 
Sainfbury,  Kitchen,  Burnell,  San- 
derfon.  Gill,  Hopkins,  Bates,  the 
two  fheriffs,  and  a  very  refpeClable 
number  of  commoners : 

The  thanks  of  the  court  were 
voted  to  the  right  honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt,  for  his  able,  upright,  and 
difmterefted  conduCl,  as  ftrft  lord  of 
the  treafury,  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  on  the  prefent  alarming 
and  critical  junChrre  of  affairs. 

The  court  alfo  unanimoufly  \roted 
the  freedom  of  the  city  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  Mr,  Pitt,  in  a  gold  box  of 
[Ar]  4  the 
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the  value  of  one  hundred  guineas, 
as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for  and  ap¬ 
probation  of  his  zeal  and  affiduity 
in  fupporting  the  legal  prerogatives 
of  the  crown,  and  the  conftitu- 
tional  rights  of  the  people  ;  and  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  him 
therewith, 

A  motion  was  then  made,  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  with  the  deep  ell  grati¬ 
tude,  the  late  timely  interference 
of  the  houfe  of  lords  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  our  excellent  conilitution, 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of 
every  branch  of  the  legislature  ; 
which,  after  feme  debate,  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  great  majority. 

This  night’s  gazette  contains  an 
addrefs  to  his  majedy  from  the  citi¬ 
zens  and  principal  inhabitants  of 
Exeter,  expreffive  of  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  majedy ’s  perfipn  and 
government,  and  declaring  that  it 
is  not  their  intention  to  engage  in 
any  meafure  that  may  tend  to  em- 
barrais  his  majedy’ s  government, 
to  foment  the  alarming  dividons 
that  at  prefent  prevail,  and  impede 
the  progrefs  of  thole  conciliatory 
meafures  by  which  alone  the  public 
peace  can  be  redored  ;  they  there¬ 
fore  hope  his  majedy  will  be  gra- 
eioufly  pleafed  to  call  to  his  councils 
men  whofe  abilities  and  integrity 
may  recommend  them  to  his  royal 
favour,  and  whofe  meafures  may 
entitle  them  to  the  full  confidence 
and  lupport  of  his  majedy ’s  faithful 
fubjedts.  Likewife  addredes  from  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Saruin  ;  from 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  &c.  of  Chip¬ 
ping  Wycombe  ;  from  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  capital  burgeftes  of 
Fredon,  in  Lancafhir.e ;  from  the 
mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgeffes  of 
Berwick  upon  Tweed  ;  and  from 
she  bailiff,  burgeffes,  and  inha¬ 
le 


bitants  of  Chippenham  ;  on  the 
removal  of  the  late  minidry. 

St.  James’s,  Feb .  1 1.  A  meffen- 
ger  arrived  this  morning  from  his 
excellency  fir  Robert  Ainde,  his 
majedy ’s  ambaffador  at  Condanti- 
nople,  with  an  accouut  of  the  paci- 
dcation  between  Ruffia  and  the  Ot¬ 
toman  Porte  being  happily  accom- 
plidied  ;  and  that  a  dednitive  ar¬ 
rangement  was  figned  by  Monf.  de 
Bulgakow,  the  P^udian  envoy,  and 
the  Ottoman  miniders,  on  the  8th  of 
lad  month. 

St.  James’s,  Feb.  14.  The  king 
has  been  pleafed  to  approve  of  Don 
Diego  de  Gardoqui,  to  be  conful 
and  agent  general  for  the  Spanidi 
nation  in  England  and  Ireland. 

1  The  cauie  between  Mr. 
20u1'  Macklin  and  Mr.  Coiman 
was  determined  in  the  court  of 
King’s-bench,  after  having  been 
outdanding  nearly  eleven  years. 
The  ground  of  the  fuit  was  this  : 
Mr.  Macklin,  in  September,  1773, 
entered  upon  an  engagement  as  an 
adlor  of  the  Coven t- garden  compa¬ 
ny,  for  three  years,  at  a  falary  of 
400I.  per  feafon,  with  a  benefit. 
On  the  1 8th  of  November,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  quarrel  that  had  arifen 
between  him  and  feme  of  the  play- 
hou'e  frequenters  ol  that  day,  a  riot 
took  place  in  the  theatre,  and  he 
was  driven  from  the  dage,  the  ma¬ 
nagers  not  daring  to  let  him  appear 
again.  The  latter  confidered  this 
as  an  incapacitation  of  Macklin  tp 
perform  his  part  of  the  engagement, 
and  fuppofed  the  contract  neceffa- 
ri ly  diffolved.  Macklin,  on  the 
contrary,  having  fent  regularly  to 
demand  his  falary,  and  offered  to 
play  any  character  the  manager 
ihould  appoint,  commenced  a  luit 
in  chancery  for  the  recovery  of  his 

falary. 
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Salary,  and  an  averaged  amount  of 
profits  for  his  benefits.  After  filing 
bills  and  erofs  bills,  and  various 
expensive  and  tedious  proceedings 
in  equity,  he  was  advifed  to  try  lor 
a  remedy  at  common  law,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  brought  an  action  on  the 
cafe  in  the  court  of  King’s-bench, 
which  came  on  for  hearing  la  ft  Fri¬ 
day.  Sir  Thomas  Davenport,  as 
counfel  lor  Mr.  Macklin,  opened 
his  cafe  to  the  court,  and  called 
evidence  to  prove  the  fubftantial 
faffs.  Mr.  Bearcroft  then,  as  coun¬ 
fel  for  Mr.  Colman,  opened  the  de¬ 
fence,  and,  if  he  could  havefubftan- 
tiated  it,  a  very  ftron'g  one  it  was  : 
before,  however,  any  witneiTes  were 
called  in  its  fupport,  lord  Mansfield 
recommended  a  compromife.  Mr. 
Macklin  robe,  and  informed  the 
court  he  had  offered  long;  fince  to 

leave  it  to  the  arbitration  of  any 

* 

one  merchant,  or  anyone  lavvver  in 
the  kingdom,  and  that  he  was  then 
ready  to  abide  by  the  decifion  of 
any  one  of  the  jury.  Lord  Mans¬ 
field  complimented  Mr.  Macklin  on 

-L 

his  candour  and  fairnels  ;  and  it 
refted  with  Mr.  Colman  how  the 
matter  was  to  terminate.  Mr.  Ccl- 
man  declared,  that  he  had  never 
before  heard  of  the  plaintiff’s  being 
ready  to  fubmit  the  cafe  to  the  ar¬ 
bitrament  of  an  individual,  or  he 
would  have  clofed  with  him  on  the 
propofition  ;  and  that  he  would  do 
fo  then,  provided  the  matter  could 
be  fo  adjufted  that  he  could  be  fe- 
cure  that  no  more  than  his  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  film  awarded  to  Mr. 
Macklin  ftiould  fall  ir*>on  him. 

i. 

Mr.  Colman  explained  what  he 
meant,  by  ftating,  that  the  engage¬ 
ment  was  for  three  years,  in  only 
the  firft  of  which  he  had  an  intereft 
in  Covent- garden  theatre,  though 
the  aflion  was  brought  agajnft  him 
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nominally  for  the  whole  fum 
claimed,  as  the  afting  manager  at 
the  time  Mr.  Macklin  was  engaged 
for  the  three  years.  Lord  Mans¬ 
field  told  Mr.  Colman,  that  being 
the  defendant,  he  muft  pay  the 
whole  fum,  be  the  award  what  it 
might ;  but  that  his  partners  were 
bound  to  pay  their  proportions  to 
him,  and  it  could  not  be  fuppofed 
that  they  would  hefitate  to  diicharge 
what  the  law  would  oblige  them  to 
pay,  if  they  did  make  any  hefita- 
tion  upon  the  fubjedft.  His  lordihip 
then  faid,  he  would  fettle  the  mat¬ 
ter,  if  the  parties  approved.  This 
being  affented  to  by  Mr.  Macklin 
and  Mr.  Colman,  his  lordfhip  faid, 
he  confidered  a  riot  in  a  theatre,  of 
the  fort  in  queftion,  as  a  common 
calamity,  by  which  the  manager 
and  performer  vyere  equal  fufferers, 
and  therefore  he  fhould  halve  the 
matter  ;  and  as  Mr.  Macklin  had 
brought  his  a<ftion  for  ioool.  a- 
ward  him  500I.  and  each  party  to 
pay  their  own  cofts.  This  was 
cheerfully  acceded  to  by  Mr.  Mack¬ 
lin  and  Mr.  Colman,  and  a  rule 
drawn  to  enforce  the  decifion,  and 
tie  up  the  plaintiff  and  defendant 
from  commencing  any  future  fuit. 
or  fuits  upon  the  fubjeft.  Some, 
civilities  puffed  between  lord  Mans¬ 
field  and  Mr.  Macklin ;  and  the 
latter,  before  he  went  out  of  court, 
allured  his  lordihip,  that  he  had 
never  known  what  juftice  or  equity 
was  before. 

,  This  night’s  gazette  con- 
2 ^  '  tains  addreffes  to  his  majefty 
from  the  county  of  Berks ;  from  the 
county  of  Cornwall  ;  from  the  city 
of  Aberdeen  ;  from  the  county  of 
Oxford  ;  from  the  town  of  Shrews¬ 
bury  ;  from  the  town  of  Kingfton- 
upon-Hull  ;  from  the  town  and 
port  of  Folkftone  ;  from  the  town 
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#nd  port  of  Dover ;  from  the  county 
of  Wilts ;  from  the  county  of  Y ork ; 
and  from  the  borough  of  Abing¬ 
don,  on  the  difmiffion  of  the  late 
minidry,  &c.  &c. 

Dublin  Cajtle ,  Feb .  24.  The  duke 
of  Rutland,  who  embarked  at  Ho¬ 
lyhead  lad  night,  on  board  his  ma- 
jefty’s  yacht,  the  Dorfet,  arrived  lafe 
in  the  harbour  about  one  o’clock  this 
afternoon.  His  grace  was  received 
at  landing  by  the  lord-mayor  and 
fheriffs  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  The 
regiments  of  foot  in  garrifon  lined 
the  ftreets  through  which  his  grace 
puffed  to  the  Cadle,  attended  by  a 
iquadron  of  horfe.  His  grace,  on 
his  arrival  at  the  Cadle,  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  form  to  the  earl  of  North¬ 
ington,  who  received  him,  fitting 
under  the  canopy  of  date,  in  the 
prefence  chamber.  A  council  met 
at  five  o’clock,  and  a  procedion  was 
made  from  the  prefence  chamber  to 
the  council  chamber,  where  his 
grace’s  commiflion  was  read,  and 
the  oaths  admmidered  to  him  ;  after 
which,  his  grace  having  received 
the  fword  from  the  earl  of  North¬ 
ington,  and  being  invefted  with  the 
collar  of  the  mod  illudrious  order 
of  St.  Patrick,  the  great  guns  in  his 
majefty’s  park  the  Phoenix,  were 
fired,  and  anfwered  by  the  regiments 
on  duty.  His  grace  then  repaired 
to  the  prefence  chamber,  where  he 
received  the  compliments  of  the  no¬ 
bility  and  other  perfons  of  didinc- 
tion,  upon  his  grace’s  fafe  arrival  to 
take  upon  him  the  government  of 
this  kingdom . 

Dublin  Caftle ,  Feb.  26.  This  day, 
about  two  o’clock,  the  earl  of  North- 
ington,  late  lord  lieutenant  of  this 
kingdom,  left  the  cadle,  in  order 
to  embark  on  board  his  majedy’s 
yacht  the  Dorfet,  on  his  return  to 
England. 
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His  grace  the  duke  of  Rutland, 
lord  lieutenant,  and  the  earl  of 
Northington,  went  together  from 
the  cadle  in  a  coach  drawn  by  fix 
horfes,  and  preceded  by  a  leading 
coach  and  fix,  in  which  were  the 
officers  of  date,  to  the  South  Wall. 
They  were  efcorted  by  a  iquadron 
of  horfe,  and  attended  by  a  great 
number  of  the  nobility  and  perfons 
of  didinclion,  the  lord-mayor,  Jhe- 
riffs,  feveral  of  the  aldermen  and 
principal  citizens  in  their  carriages, 
followed  by  a  conccurfe  of  people, 
to  the  water  fide.  The  dreets  were 
lined  by  the  regiments  of  infantry 
on  Dublin  duty  ;  and  the  earl  of 
Northington  received  every  demon- 
dration  of  refpedt  as  he  palled 
through  the  dreets,  from  the  people, 
who  tedified  their  regard  by  re¬ 
peated  wifhes  for  his  welfare  and 
fafe  return  to  England. 

Died.  At  Llan  Vair  y  Medd  in 
Anglefea,  Hugh  Rowland  Hughes, 
gent,  aged  114  years,  11  months, 
and  27  days.  He  was  born  March 
1,  1670,  married  in  the  year  1700, 
and  had  nine  children ;  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  the  fecond  time  in  1734,  and 
had  five  children  ;  he  was  married 
the  third  time,  and  had  two  children, 
viz.  Hugh  Evan  Hughes,  the  Welch 
poet,  and  a  daughter  ;  and  in  the 
year  1748,  he  married  his  fourth 
wife,  whom  he  left  a  widow  with  fe- 
ven  children,  all  men  and  women 
now  alive  ;  84  of  his  offspring  were 
at  his  burying  in  Amlwich  church 
on  St.  David’s  day  laft. 


MARCH  1784. 

1  ft.  The  fervants  of  the  duke  de 
Chartres  arrived  at  the  duke’s  houfe 
in  Portland  Place,  and  his  grace  is 
hourly  expe&ed  from  France. 

4th.  At 
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*  At  a  general  court  of  the 
r  '  governors ofSt.  Bartholomew’s 
Hofpital,  William  Pitcairn,  M.D. 
president  of  the  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians,  was  unanimoufly  elected  trea- 
furer  of  the  faid  hofpital,  in  the 
room  of  John  Darker,  efq;  deceafed. 
^  k  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addrelfes  to  his  majefty  from 
the  citizens  of  Briftol ;  from  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Truro  ;  from  the  town  of 
Chard  ;  from  the  borough  of  War¬ 
wick  ;  from  the  borough  of  Tam- 
worth,  in  the  counties  of  Warwick 
and  Stafford  ;  from  the  county  of 
Devon  ;  from  the  county  of  Bucks  ; 
from  the  borough  of  Bridport ;  from 
the  county  of  Fife  ;  from  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Kirkcaldy  ;  from  the  fhire 
of  Linlithgow ;  and  the  ancient  and 
loyal  burgh  of  Ayr,  on  the  prefent 
ffate  of  affairs,  the  difmiffion  of  the 
late  miniftry,  &c.  Sec. 

v  The  following  is  the  fub- 
9  '  dance  of  the  letter  from  Scilly, 
which  gives  an  account  to  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  India  company  of  the 
lofs  of  the  Nancy  packet. 

<(  A  perfon,  whofe  bufinefs  is  to 
attend  at  the  Scilly  Idands,  on  fee¬ 
ing  fome  letters  walhed  on  Ihore, 
which,  on  opening,  he  found  came 
from  India,  fufpeCting  fome  veffel 
from  that  part  of  the  world  to  be 
loft,  offered  a  large  reward  for  any 
perfon  to  go  off ;  they  accordingly 
difeovered  a  wreck  under  water  with 
great  difficulty,  and  got  up  a  packet 
bag,  which  contained  feveral  let¬ 
ters. 

(C  The  following  are  apart  of  the 
paffengers  known  to  have  been  on 
board  the  Nancy  at  the  time  ;  Mr. 
Percy,  furgeon  to  Sir  Edw.  Hughes ; 
Mr.  Affiburner,  late  of  the  council 
at  Bombay  ;  Mr.  Bond  ;  Mr.  Page 
andfon;  Mifs  A,  Thomfon ;  Capt. 


Haldane  ;  his  firil  and  fecond  mate ; 
Mr.  M‘Kenzie  ;  Mrs.  Cargill,  and 
an  infant  child  of  twenty  months 
old.  The  bodies  were  moftly  nak* 
cd,  and  fuppofed  to  have  been  in, 
bed  at  the  time.” 

^  The  entertainment  at  Carle- 
'  tonhoufe  was  one  of  the  grand- 
eft  fpeClacles  that  we  have  had  in 
this  country  for  years,  and  was  be¬ 
coming  the  prince  of  a  free  nation. 
The  dinner  was  given  to  the  whole 
of  that  meft  refpeftable  body  of  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  have  affembled  at  the 
St.  Alban’s  Tavern,  with  the  lau¬ 
dable  view  of  reconciling  the  hoftile 
parties  by  which  the  n-ation  has  been 
diftra&ed,  and  bringing  about  an 
union  capable  of  conducing  the 
ftrong  meafures  neceffary  in  fo  cri¬ 
tical  a  moment.  The  ball  at  night 
exhibited  a  feene  of  beauty  and 
magnificence  unparalleled.  Lady 
Beauchamp’s  groupe,  confifting  of 
herfelf,  her  fillers,  the  Mifs  Ingrams, 
and  the  Mifs  Talbots,  were  faid  to 
be  the  moft  exquifitely  beautiFul  of 
any  in  the  room.  They  were  all  five 
in  Spaniffi  dreffes,  uniform,  of  white 
crape  fpangled  with  gold,  and  orna¬ 
mented  with  precious  ftones.  They 
had  the  fineft  effefl  in  the  dance. 

,  At  a  meeting  of  the  gentle- 
1  It:  *  men  interefted  in  the  ifland  of 
Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  St.  Vin¬ 
cent,  Dominica,  Tobago,  St.  Chrif- 
topher,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat,  held 
at  the  London  Tavern,  Sir  William 
Young,  Bart,  in  the  chair  : 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  this 
meeting,  impreffed  with  the  deepeft 
fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  humanity, 
juftice,  and  generofity,  fo  exempla- 
rily  difplayed  by  Ins  excellency  Mon- 
fieur  le  Marquis  de  Bouille,  in  his 
feveral  conquefts  and  chief  command 
over  the  above  iflands,  during  the 
[N]  4  late 
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late  war,  beg  leave  to  ofFer  to  his 
excellency  this  public  teftimony  of 
their  veneration  and  edeem. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee, 
confiding  of  Sir  William  Young, 
Bart,  lieutenant  -  general  Robert 

.  .  .  O 

Melville,  William  Woodley,  efq; 
Richard  Neave,  efq;  Walter  Niibet, 
efq;  Robert  Udney,  efq;  John  An¬ 
thony  Rucker,  efq;  do  wait  upon 
his  excellency  with  a  copy  of  thele 
proceedings,  and  re  quell  that  he 
will  honour  this  meeting  with  his 
company  to  dinner  at  this  place,  on 
fuch  a  day  as  mav  be  mod  agree¬ 
able  to  him  to  appoint,  with  Inch 
of  his  friends  and  countrymen  as  lie 
may  pleafe  to  introduce. 

Refolved,  That  a  piece  of  plate 
be  prefented  to  Monfieur  le  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Bouille,  in  the  name  and  on 
behalf  of  this  meeting,  as  a  Ifnall, 
but  grateful  tribute  due  to  his  mag¬ 
nanimity  and  judice,  and  that  the 
above  committee  do  caufe  the  faid 
piece  of  plate  to  be  prepared,  and, 
to  have  fub dubbed  thereon  the  fub- 
llance  of  the  fird  refolution. 

.  Wi  l l  1  a  m  Young,  Chairman. 

A  copy  of  the  above  proceedings 
being  prefented  by  the  committee 
to  Monfieur  le  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
his  excellency  was  pleafed  to  make 
the  following  reply  : 

(t  Gentlemen, 

<e  I  return  vou  my  acknowledge 

J  J  #  O 

ments  for  the  very  great  and  dillin- 
guifhed  honour  you  have  done  me, 
of  which  i  entertain  the  warmed 

fe-nfe . 

t(  Mv  conduft  towards  the  Well- 
India  colonies,  which  fell,  by  the 
fate  of  war,  under  the  dominion  of 
France,  was  fuch,  as  not  only  flow¬ 
ed  from  the  examples  of  magnani- 
mity  and  judice  given  by  my  fovc- 
jreigfi,  but  was  the  natural  refult  of 


that  high  edeem  and  confideration, 
which  I  have  always  held  for  a  na- 
tion  lo  reipedable  and  lenowned  as 
that  of  Great  Britain.- — I  cannot, 
therefore,  but  wholly  attribute  the 
value  you  are  pleafed  to  fet  on  my 
actions,  to  the  generality  of  your 
fentiments,  of  which  I  fha.ll  preferve 
a  condant  remembrance.” 

^  ^  At  twelve  o’clock  lad  night 
the  lord  mayor  receive-d  a  let¬ 
ter  from  the  right  hon.  W.  Pitt, 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  rela¬ 
tive  to  an  execution  for  i  80,000 1. 
being  levied  on  the  lion,  the  Ead 
India  company.  Early  this  morn- 

X  .  / 

ing  his  lord  blip  fent  for  the  fvvord- 

O  JL 

bearer,  and  ordered  fummonfes  for 
a  court  of  aldermen  yederday.  His 
lordlbip,  the  flieriflis,  and  feveral  al¬ 
dermen,  had  a  conference  for  two 
hours  on  this  extraordinary  occaflon, 
as  the  execution  was  faid  to  be  not 
driflly  regular.  The  oflicer  who 
levied,  notwithdanding  the  large- 
nefs  of  the  demand,  executed  the 
writ  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
principals,  and  his  fees  amount  to 
is.  6d.  in  the  pound,  being  :  3,000k 
The  execution  was  for  duties  to  go¬ 
vernment,  and  it  is  faid  to  be  with¬ 
drawn  by  confent  of  minidry. 

The  court  of  aldermen  have  fuf- 
pended  the  fecondary  of  the  Compter 
for  having,  on  his  own  mere  motion, 
and  without  previous  authority  from 
the  fherifls,  levied  tile  above  exe¬ 
cution. 

This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addreifes  from  the  county  of  Edex, 
from  the  town  of  Sunderland,  from 
the  corporation  of  Penzance,  from 
the  borough  of  Tregonv,  from  the 
borough  of  Ashburton,  from  the 
borough  of  Ludlow,  from  the  town 
of  Paifley,  from  the  town  of  Kil¬ 
marnock,  from  the  burgh  of  Kirk¬ 
cudbright, 
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ctidbright,  and  from  the  city  of 
Aberdeen,  humbly  thanking  his  ma- 
ieltyfor  the  appointment  of  his  pre- 
fent  miniltersw  Likexvife  a  fecond 
addrefs  from  the  inhabitants  of  Tre- 
gony,  expreflive  of  their  concern  at 
the  prefent  diftra&ed  Hate  of  the 
Britiih  empire,  and  humbly  implor¬ 
ing  his  majelly  to  call  i'uch  men 
into  his  fervice  as  have  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people. 

^  ^  The  following  affair  was 

‘  '  a  hoovered  in  a  court  bv  the 

fide  of  Fleet-Market.  Some  of 
the  lodgers  fmelt  fonjething  offen- 
five  up  two-pair  of  Hairs,  where  a 
man  and  his  family  lodged,  and 
calling  to  the  children  to  open  the 
door,  they  replied  they  could  not  : 
on  which  the  people  burft  it  open, 
when  they  found  the  poor  woman 
dead  upon  the  bed,  and  four  chil¬ 
dren,  two  boys  and  two  girls,  nak¬ 
ed,  and  almoll  Harved  to  death, 
three  of  them  fo  weak  for  want  of 
food,  that  they  could  not  iland. 
The  eldell  boy,  who  could  jull  'peak 
to  be  underHood,  laid,  that  his  mo¬ 
ther  died  the  1 3th  of  February,  and 
that  their  father  left  them  focn  alter. 
The  parifh  officers  were  Pent  for, 
who  ordered  them  fo  be  carried  in 
chairs  to  the  workhoufe,  and  great 
care  to  be  taken  of  them  .  The  de- 
ceafed  was  with  difficulty,  being  in 
a  Hate  of  putrefaction,  put  into  a 
coffin,  to  be  carried  to  the  workhoufe 
for  interment. 

Peterjburgh ,  Feb ,  13. 

The  Emprefs  lias  appointed 
Prince  Potemkin  to  be  President 
of ‘the  Board  of  War,  with  the 
rank  of  Field  Marshal ;  Count  Soltf- 
kow  to  be  Aid  de  Camp  General, 
and  General  Paul  Potemkin  to  be 
Governor  General  of  Affiracan,  and 
of  the  countries  bordering  upon 


Mount  Caucafus.  Her  Imperial 
Majeity  has  conferred  the  order  of 
St.  Andrew  on  the  Vice  Chancellor, 
Count  Overman,  with  a  valuable 
prefent  :  the  order  of  St.  Alexander 
Newfki,  and  a  grant  of  lands,  with 
the  rank  of  Privy  Counfellor,  on 
Monf.  Belberodko  ;  and  the  fame 
order  on  Monf.  de  Simolin,  Mini  Her 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  Prince  Baradnfki,  Miniiter 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
iailles  ;  the  order  of  St.  Wolodotnir, 
with  a  grant  of  lands,  on  Monf.  Ba- 
kounin  ;  and  the  fecond  crofs  of  the 
fame  order,  witlvthe  rank  of  Coun¬ 
fellor  d'Etat,  on  Monf  Markoff, 
Minifler  Plenipotentiary  at  Ver- 
failles.  Her  Imperial  Majelly  has 
alio  made  prefents  of  very  confider- 
alre  value  to  Prince  Repnin,  Prince 
Wafemfkv,  Monf.  Bulgakow,  and 
Count  Cobenzel,  the  Imperial  Mi~ 
nifeer  at  this  court. 

,  Early  this  morning  fome 
^  thieves  broke  into  the  back 
part  of  the  heufe  inhabited  by  the 
lord  chancellor,  in  Great  Ormond- 
lireet  ;  having  got  over  the  wall, 
from  the  Helds,  into  the  garden,  and 
from  thence  into  the  area,  they 
forced  two  bars  of  the  kitchen  win¬ 
dow,  and  entered  the  houfe.  Hav¬ 
ing  thus  gained  an  entrance,  they 
went  up  Hairs,  into  a  room  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  ftudy,  where,  they  found  the 
great  leal  of  England  ;  this  they 
took  from  out  the  two  bags,  in  which 
it  is  always  kept,  carrying  away 
with  them  the  plain  feal  only,  or 
rather  the  two  parts,  which  c.onHi- 
tute  the  whole  j  they  alfo  took  a  lum 
of  money,  not  very  confiderable, 
and  two  filver-hilted  fwords,  having 
firfl  drawn  them,  and  leaving  the 
fcabbards  behind.  Not  one  of  his 
lordfhip’s  fervants  heard  them  dur¬ 
ing  their  Hay,  and  of  courie  they  got 

off 
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off  with  rather  more  eafe  than  they 
got  in.  Thefe  midnight  robbers 
left  behind  them  their  implement  of 
Induftry,  a  plain  tool  well  tempered, 
and  calculated  as  well  for  a  weapon 
of  defence  (if  oppofed)  as  an  inflru- 
inent  for  forcing  of  locks. 

His  majefty  went  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  and.  was  pleafed  to  prorogue 
the  parliament  with  a  mofi  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

v  The  parliament  was  difi- 
2^ll‘folved  by  royal  proclama¬ 
tion. 

.  This  night’s  gazette  con- 

1  *  tains  addreffes  from  Northum¬ 
berland,  Leicefter,  Vvr arvvick.  Wen- 
lock  in  Salop,  Dorfet,  Wigtown, 
and  two  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour 
of  the  prefent  miniftry,  &c. 

,  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  for 
-Jl  *  the  borough  of  Hertford,  the 
numbers  were 

For  Mr.  Calvert,  365 

Baron  Dimfdale,  292 
Mr.  Baker,  223 

Whereupon  the  two  former  were 
declared  duly  elected. 

„  Came  on  the  election  for  the 
**  ’  town  of  Kingfton  upon  Hull, 

and  at  the  clofe  of  the  poll,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  at  noon,  the  numbers 
were 

For  W.  Wilberforce,  efq;  807 
Samuel  Thornton,  efq;  751 
David  Hartley,  efq;  337 


Tu. 

W. 

Th. 

Watfon, 

IOI 

717 

1 148 

Lewes, 

90 

637 

1078 

Newnham, 

100 

635 

10  66 

Sawbridge, 

73 

435 

673 

Atkinfon, 

57 

362 

583 

Smith, 

20 

257 

Pitt, 

5* 

Upon  which  the  two  former  were 
declared  duly  elefled. 

Died.  On  the  3d  inft.  at  Rom- 
fey,  the  widow  Poo^e,  a  native  of 
Weft  Wellow,  aged  108  and  up¬ 
wards. 

On  Saturday  fe’nnight,  at  Chew- 
ton  Mendip,  near  Briftol,  Thomas 
Pope,  aged  101.  He  could  walk 
ten  miles  in  a  day  in  his  100th 
year. 


APRIL  1784. 

^  This  night’s  gazette  contains 

addreffes  from  Yorkfhire ;  from 
the  high  fheriff  and  grand  jury  of 
Surry ;  from  Devonfnire  ;  from  Ox- 
fordlhire  ;  from  the  high  fheriff  and 
grand  jury  of  Devonfhire  ;  from 
Denbighihire  ;  from  the  county  of 
Air ;  from  Scarborough ;  and  from 
Henley  upon  Thames,  in  favour  of 
the  prefent  miniftry. 

,  The  election  ended  for  the 
'  city  of  Norwich,  when  the 
numbers  were,  for 

Sir  Harbord  Harbord,  2305 
Mr.  Windham,  1 297 

Mr.  Hobart,  1233 

g  k  -At  three  o’clock  the  poll 
for  members  to  ferve  in  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  city  of  London  finally 
clofed.  The  numbers  of  each  day’s 
poll  were  as  follow  : 


F. 

S. 

M. 

Tu. 

Total 

1057 

497 

718 

55i 

4789 

1008 

488 

724 

537 

4554 

1010 

482 

684 

494 

447i 

573 

292 

420 

357 

3823 

614 

293 

471 

424 

3816 

277 

52 
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The  poll  for  the  city  of  York 
finally  clofed,  when  the  numbers 
flood  as  follow : 

For  lord  Galway,  1086 

R.  S.  Milnes,  efq;  1019 
Lord  J.  Cavendifh,  91 1 
Sir  William  Milner,  802 
Mr.  Foljambe  and  Mr.  Weddel 
declined  the  poll  for  Yorkfhire. 

On  the  clofe  of  the  poll  for 
Cambridge,  the  numbers  were. 


For  Mr.  Pitt, 

334 

Lord  Eufton, 

288 

Mr.  Tovvnfhend, 

267 

Mr.  Mansfield, 

1 8 1 

Ext  raff  of  a  letter  from  Bath. 

,  Our  election  is  this  minute 
J  *  over,  when  the  numbers  ap¬ 
peared  thus  : 

Hon.  J.  J.  Pratt,  27 

Abel  Moyfey,  efq;  17 

Right  hon.  W.  Pitt,  1 2 

It  is  remarkable  that  through 
the  whole  principality  of  Wales, 
there  is  not  a  fmgle  conteft  on  the 
prefent  general  election. 

,  The  right  honourable  Ed- 
Iot‘ '  mund  Burke  was  inftalled  in 
the  office  of  lord  redlor  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Glafgow,  he  was  attended 
by  feveral  perfons  of  rank  and  emi¬ 
nence  ;  the  fpedlators  were  very  nu¬ 
merous,  and  teftified  their  fatisfac- 
tion  by  the  higheft  marks  of  appro¬ 
bation  and  applaufe.  His  lordihip, 
after  taking  the  oaths  of  office,  ad- 
dreffed  the  meeting  in  a  polite  and 
elegant  fpeech  fuited  to  the  occafion. 
Having  attended  public  worfhip  in 
the  college  chapel,  he  was  after¬ 
wards  entertained  by  the  gentlemen 
of  the  univerfity. 

,  The  following  are  the 
I^t  '  amended  lifts  to  fill  up  the 
vacancy  of  Eaft  India  diredlors. 

House  List  amended. 

John  Manfhip,  efq. 

Francis  Baring,  efq. 

12 


John  Harrifon,  efq. 

George  Cumming,  efq. 

James  Moftatt,  efq. 

Richard  Lewin,  efq. 

Proprietors  List  amended. 
John  Manfhip,  efq. 

Francis  Baring,  efq. 

John  Motteux,  efq. 

Edmund  Boehm,  efq. 

Hugh  Inglis,  efq. 

Richard  Lewin,  efq. 

.  The  election  for  fix  direc- 
1  *  tors  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 

pany  came  on  at  the  India-houfe : 
upon  calling  up  of  the  ballot,  the 


numbers  were  as  follow  : 

John  Manfhip,  efq.  77 S 

Francis  Baring,  efq.  621 

Edmund  Boehm,  efq.  597 

Hugh  Inglis,  efq.  567 

John  Motteux,  efq.  470 

Paul  Le  Mefurier,  efq.  469 

James  Moffatt,  efq.  468 

John  Harrifon,  efq.  435 

George  Cumming,  efq.  414 

James  King,  efq.  337 

Richard  Lewin,  efq.  63 


This  evening,  at  ten  o’clock, 
~  ‘the  poll  was  finally  clofed  at 
Bedford,  when  there  appeared. 

For  lord  Oftbry,  1050 

Mr.  St.  John,  974 

Lord  Ongley,  973 

A  fcrutiny  was  demanded  by  lord 
Ongley  ;  but  as  the  whole  had  been 
a  ftrift  fcrutiny,  and  deeds  fetched 
from  a  great  diftance,  to  fettle  the 
bufinefs,  it  was  refufed,  as  the  poll 
had  been  open  twelve  days,  and 
there  never  was  an  inftance  of  its 
not  being  fettled  in  two  days  be¬ 
fore. 

« 

Vienna ,  March  31.  The  Emperor 
arrived  in  this  capital  yefterday  in 
perfect  health,  after  an  abfence  of 
near  four  months. 


Confantinople , 
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Conftantinople ,  March  23  d.  The 
plague  has  broken  out  here  with 
very  alarming  fymptoms. 

,  Came  on  the  election  for 

22CK  _ 

the  county  of  Middlefex,  at 
Brentford,  for  two  members  to  ferve 
in  parliament  ;  at  the  clofe  of  the 
poll,  the  numbers  were  as  follow : 
For  Mr.  Mainwaring,  1792 

Mr.  Wilkes,  1518 

Mr.  Byng,  1504 

.  ForW.  Mainwaring,  1 
^  efq.  r11? 

J ohn  Wilkes,  efq .  1838 
George  Byng,  efq.  1787 


for  Caithnefs,  and  fince  returned  for 
Leftwithiel,  in  Cornwall  ;  and  the 
delegates  from  Tain,  Dingwall,  and 
Kirkwall,  for  the  right  honourable 
Charles  James  Fox,  upon  which 
Mr.  Fox  was  declared  duly  elected. 
Objections,  however,  were  dated  to 
the  delegates  from  Kirkwall  and 
Dingwall  :  and  it  was  farther  con- 
tended,  that  Mr.  Fox,  not  being  a 
qualified  burgefsin  any  of  the  towns, 
was  confequently  ineligible  ;  from 
which  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  election  will  yet  undergo 
the  confideration  of  a  committee. 


Majority  for  Mr.  Mainwaring,  330 
Ditto  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  71 

After  which  a  fcrutiny  was  de¬ 
manded  by  Mr.  Byng,  and  fix  or 
feven  of  his  friends,  which  was  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  fheriff,  and  the  county 
court  was  thereupon  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  fix  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  at  the  fheriff ’s  office,  in 
Took’s-court,  Curfitor-flreet,  Chan- 
cerv-lane,  then  and  there  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  the  faid  fcrutiny. 

At  one  part  of  the  firll  day’s  poll 
at  Brentford,  Mr.  Byng  ./was  a-head 
of  Mr.  Wilkes  above  230. 

,  The  right  hon.  Charles 
d  *  James  Fox  was  prefented  by 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital 
burgeffies,  with  the  freedom  of  the 
borough  of  Bridgewater,  Somerfet, 
and  therewith  chofen  recorder  for 
the  fame,  in  the  room  ofVere  Pou- 
lett,  brother  to  Anne  Poulett,  mem¬ 
ber  for  the  faid  borough,  & c. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Kirkwall , 
6th  ^is  day  came  on  the  elec- 
'  tion  of  a  member  for  the  north¬ 
ern  diflrift  of  the  boroughs  in  Scot¬ 
land,  when  the  delegates  from  the 
towns  of  Wick  and  Dornock  voted 
for  John  Sinclair,  efq;  late  member 


MAY  1784. 

Confantinople,  March  24.  Two 
Ruffian  officers  arrived  here  on  the 
15th  inftant,  with  the  ratification 
of  the  late  convention,  and  a  great 
many  very  valuable  prefents  from 
the  Emprefs  for  the  different  mil¬ 
lions  who  co-operated  in  the  late 
negotiation  ;  among  which  are  a 
grant  of  lands,  the  Second  Order  of 
St.  Vlodomir,  and  the  rank  of  Ma¬ 
jor  General,  to  Mcnf.  Bulgakow, 
her  Imperial  Majeffiy’s  Envoy, 
and  a  magnificent  gold  fnufKbpx, 
enriched  with  diamonds,  and  a  fa¬ 
ble  fur  to  the  Imperial  internuncio, 
and  Britifh  and  French  ambaffa- 
dors. 

Venice,  April  j6.  An  exprefs  from 
Spalatro  has  brought  an  account 
that  the  plague  had  broken  out 
there,  and  had  begun  its  ravages  by 
the  death  of  thirty  perfons. 

,  Guildhall.  At  eleven  o’clock, 
4tn*  the  fheriffs,  Mr.  Sawbridge, 
his  ferutineers,  and  counfel,  Mr. 
Brook  Watfon,  and  feveral  cf  the 
livery,  attended  in  the  new  council 
chamber,  when  the  books  were  exa¬ 
mined,  and  the  rejected  votes  call 
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up,  and  the  numbers  finally  ad- 
jufted.  At  twelve  the  fherifts,  & c. 
adjourned  to  the  huttings,  when  Sir 
Barnard  Turner  declared  the  num¬ 
bers  following  : 

Brook  VVatfon,  efq;  47 7 6 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  Knt.  4541 
Nath.  Newnham,  efq;  4467 
John  Sawbridge,  efq;  28 12 
Richard  Atkinfon,  efq;  2803 
Samuel  Smith,  elq;  286 

The  Hon.  W.  Pitt,  efq;  56 
Upon  which  the  fheriffs  declared, 
that  the  majority  of  legal  votes  up¬ 
on  the  fcrutiny  appeared  in  favour 
of  Brook  Wation,  efq.  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  knt.  Nathaniel  Newnham, 
efq.  and  John  Sawbridge,  efq.  The 
court  was  then  adjourned  to  Friday 
next,  at  the  fame  time  and  place, 
when  thole  gentlemen  will  be  de¬ 
clared  duly  ele&ed,  and  the  return 
ligned. 

Numbers  at  the  end  of  the  poll. 
Watfon,  4789 

Lewes,  4554 

Newnham  4479 

Sawbridge  2823 

Atkinfon  2816 

Smith  287 

End  of  the  fcrutiny. 

Watfon  4776 

Lewes  45  4 1 

Newnham  4467 

Sawbridge  2812 

Atkinfon  2803 

Smith  286 

Bad  votes  for  Watfon  ?  3 

Lewes  1 3 

Newnham  1 2 

Sawbridge  1 1 

Atkinfon  1 3 

Smith  I 

7'he  hon.  Mr.  Grenville  and 
John  Aubrey,  efq;  returned  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  county  of  Bucks. — 
lord  Verney  loll;  it  by  24.  A 


fcrutiny  was  demanded  for  lord 
Verney,  but  refufed  by  the  fheriff. 
g  Came  on  atHolyroodHoufe, 

L'  the  election  of  the  fixteen  peers 
to  reprefent  the  nobility  of  Scot¬ 
land.  There  was  a  very  ttrong 
conteft  ;  and  at  the  clofe  the  fol¬ 
lowing  noblemen  were  chofen,  hav¬ 
ing  the  greateft  number  of  votes  : 

Duke  of  Queenfberry,  42  votes 


Marquis  oi  Lothian,  38 

*Earl  of  Morton  38 

Eglintown,  47 

Caflilis  43 

*Moray  42 

Abercorn  44 

Galloway  39 

Dalhcufie  48 

#Balcarras  40 

*Breadalbai\e  39 

Aberdeen  39 

Dunmore  39 

*  Hope  town  42 

Vifcount  Stormont  48 

*Lord  Elphingttone  41 


Thofe  marked  thus  (*)  are  new 
members. 

The  following  were  the  unfuc- 

„  ^  „  o 


cefsful  candidates  : 

Earl  of  Glencairn  18  votes. 

Kelly  17 

Lauderdale  ?(5 

Dyfart  9 

Selkirk  26 

Dumfries  34 

Marchmont  37 

Rofeberry  34 

Lord  Salton  15 

Cathcart  30 

Kinnaird  36 

Cranfton  30 


Copenhagen ,  April  17th.  The  king 
of  Denmark  has  been  pleafed  to 
make  a  new  arrangement  in  his 
council  of  ftate,  in  which  the  Prince 
Pvoyal  took  his  feat  on  the  14th. 
That  council  now  confitts  of  his 

Royal 
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Royal  Highnefs,  with  Prince  Fre¬ 
deric,  the  King’s  brother,  and  the 
following  members :  Count  Thott, 
Monf.  de  Rofencrantz,  Monf.  de 
Schack  Rathlou,  Count  de  Berri- 
doff,  General  Huth,  and  Monf.  de 
Stampe. 

Extract  of  a  letter from  Brtfiol ,  May  8. 

<c  This  afternoon  the  poll  for 
members  for  this  city,  which  had 
iafted  exadlly  five  weeks,  was  finally 
doled  by  the  confentof  all  the  can¬ 
didates — the  numbers  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  ; 


Brickdale 

345 8 

Cruger 

3°52 

Daubeny 

2982 

Peach 

373 

whereupon  the  two  firfl  were  re¬ 
turned  by  the  fheriffs.  — -  Colonel 
Cruger  is  to  be  chaired  on  Mon¬ 
day,  in  the  abfence  of  his  brother, 
who  is  at  New  York.” 

Mr.  Bembridge,  who  had  been 
confined  in  the  Icing’s  bench  thefe 
fix  months  pad,  was  brought  up  to 
the  bar  at  Weflminfler-hall,  and  on 
giving  bail  was  diicharged. 

^  At  three  o’clock  the  poll 
1  '  for  members  to  ferve  in  par¬ 

liament  for  the  city  of  Wefhninfier 
finally  clofed. 

The  numbers  of  each  day’s  poll 
were  as  follows  : 


Hood. 

Fox. 

Wray. 

Hood 

.  Fox. 

Wray. 

Hoo"d. 

Fox.  Wray. 

April  1. 

43- 

23* 

264 

302 

238 

1 17 

142 

97 

,  52 

4; 

49 

2. 

866 

5581 

4819 

5092 

6326 

56iS 

5699 

970 

941 

14. 

! 

2 

4. 

38 

i234 

1243 

1104 

I51 

186 

I  l6 

„  51 

56 

3* 

5732 

5°°5 

5208 

6377 

5671 

5737 

95 1 

680 

871 

I5- 

26. 

2185 

1923 

1975 

143 

*43 

"3 

„  52 

79 

40 

5* 

5  87  5 

5H8 

S312 

6429 

575° 

5776 

1 077 

955 

IOIO‘ 

16. 

27. 

3262 

2868 

2985 

96 

82 

88 

39 

77 

40 

6. 

597i 

5230 

5400 

6468 

5827 

5806 

674. 

545 

637 

17‘ 

2 

8. 

36 

3936 

3413 

3622 

81 

75 

65 

39 

56 

7- 

6052 

53  05 

5465 

6507 

5883 

5842 

616 

414 

495 

!9’ 

29. 

4452 

3827 

4117 

68 

65 

68 

25 

38 

23 

8. 

6120 

5370 

5533 

6532 

5921 

5  865 

343 

299 

303 

20. 

30. 

4797 

4126 

4420 

54 

73 

4i 

l6 

42 

I  2 

9- 

6j74 

5443 

5574 

65+8 

5963 

5S77 

80 

65 

69 

21. 

May  1. 

4877 

4201 

4489 

65 

76 

49 

14 

29 

13 

10. 

6239 

55*9 

56z3 

6562 

5992 

5890 

34* 

271 

z  99 

22. 

3 

• 

5zl8 

4472 

4788 

35 

5i 

27 

12 

24 

12 

12 

.. 

6274 

557° 

5650 

657+ 

6016 

59°2 

246 

205 

207 

S4&4 

4677 

4995 

C  H 

R  O 

N 

1  c 

L  E. 

[19 

Hood. 

Fox. 

Wray. 

Hood. 

Fox. 

Wray. 

Hood. 

Fox. 

Wray. 

4- 

8. 

*3- 

H 

33 

1 1 

1 1 

21 

9 

4 

1 2 

3 

6588 

6049 

59 1 3 

6635 

6134 

5946 

6672  6 

l9  4 

5980 

5* 

IC 

H- 

12 

.  33 

r 

5 

23 

19 

3 

7 

2 

66  00 

6084 

5918 

66  58 

6149 

5965 

6675  6201 

5982 

6. 

1 1 

• 

15. 

H 

20 

1 1 

5 

16 

6 

6 

17 

; 

6614 

6104 

5929 

6663 

6165 

5971 

668 1  6 

218' 

598  7 

7- 

1 2 

. 

16. 

10 

9 

8 

5 

1 1 

6 

13 

15 

l  I 

6624 

6113 

5937 

6668 

6182 

5977 

6694  6 

233 

5998 

,  This  day,  at  twenty  mi- 
1  *  nutes  before  three,  the  tiigh- 

bailiff  came  from  the  veflry-room, 
took  his  feat  upon  the  huttings,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  the  candidates 
were  feated  by  his  fide.  Sir  Cecil 
Wray,  previous  to  the  clofmg  of 
the  poll,  delivered  a  paper  to  the 
following  purport : 

To  Thomas  Corbett,  efq;  high- 
baililf  of  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Wefhnintter. 

I  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  bart.  one  of 
the  candidates  to  ferve  in  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  city  and  liberty  of 
W eftminfter,  and  we  the  under¬ 
written  eleffors  of  the  faid  city  and 
liberty,  do  hereby  demand  of  you  a 
fcrutiny  of  the  votes  taken  at  the 
prefent  election  of  two  citizens  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  city 
and  liberty,  as  witnefs  our  hands 
this  17th  day  of  May,  1784. 

Cecil  Wray. 

Mountmorr&s,  Bateman, 

R.  Butler,  Francis  Atkinfon, 

J.  Meyer,  William  Adams, 

D.  Mackenzie,  Peter  Paul, 

James  Croft,  John  Jacklon, 
Morris  Marfault,  Rev.  John  Lloyd, 
John  Robertfom 


Sir  Cecil  fpoke  a  very  few  words 
in  juttification  of  the  motives  that 
induced  his  friends  to  proceed  on  the 
fcrutiny  ;  and  Mr.  Fox  immediately 
informed  the  bailiff,  that  his  com- 
miffion  mult  of  neceflity  end  to-mor¬ 
row  (this  day),  that  he  had  no  far¬ 
ther  controul  in  the  bufmefs,  and 
that,  in  faff,  he  mult  be  under  the 
neceflity  of  returning  the  writ,  and 
finifhingthe  eleffion.  Mr.  Corbett 
faid,  It  is  a  new  cafe,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  mult  well  confider  the  feveral 
circumltances  of  it.”  Mr.  Fox  ob-v 
ferved,  that  in  the  molt  ievere  and 
hard-fought  eleffion  battles  that  he 
was  acquainted  with,  either  by  his 
own  experience,  or  that  lie  had 
learned  from  the  Journals,  he  knew 
but  of  two  fuch  ipecial  returns,  one 
of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and 
the  other  of  the  city  of  Coventry, 
and  both  made  on  account  of  the 
utter  impoflibility  of  the  returning 
officer  making  a  due  return,  owing 
to  riotous  proceedings  ;  that  at  the 
great  fcrutiny  for  Oxford,  the  officer 
thought  it  neceffary  to  complete  the 
return  before  die  enquiry  was  ended, 
rather  than  run  the  riik  of  difobey- 
ing  the  precept.  The  high-bailiff 
then  adjourned  to  the  veltry-room, 
when  a  violent  altercation  took 
place,  the  event  of  which  was,  that 

•  Mr. 
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Mr.  Corbett,  the  bailiff,  agreed  to 
grant  the  Scrutiny.  In  the  mean 
time  the  populace,  not  being  able  to 
refiit  the  temptation  of  demolilhing 
the  hufUngs,  began  their  operation, 
and  in  about  twenty  minutes  they 
were  totally  demolifhed,  and  the 
materials  carried  away. 

The  chair  was  then  taken  out  of 
the  church,  and  at  five  o’clock  Mr. 
Fox  was  lifted  into  it,  and  a  mod 
fplendid  proceffiou  fucceeded,  in 
which  joined  the  principal  electors, 
and  the  committees  and  inhabitants 
©f  the  different  parifhes.  The  whole 
was  clofed  by  the  coaches  and  fix  of 
the  dukes  of  Devonfhire  and  Port¬ 
land,  with  numerous  attendants. 

After  the  ptocenion  was  over, 
Mr.  Fox  addreiTed  the  numerous 
aflembly,  and  defired  that  their  con¬ 
duit  might  be  marked  by  order  and 
regularity,  and  by  that  means  pre¬ 
vent  their  enemies  from  throwing 
the  lead  reproach  upon  them  or  their 
caufe.  Tile  eleilors  immediately  de¬ 
parted,  and  the  proceffiou  ended. 

^  ,  Mr.  Chrid.  Atkinfon  was  a- 
gain  brought  before  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  when,  on  reading 
the  affidavit,  and  hearing  Mr.  Bear- 
croft  and  Mr.  Wood  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Atkinfon,  lord  Mansfield,  in  a 
ipeecli  that  did  him  infinite  honour, 
declared,  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  court,  that  the  record  iliould  be 
amended  as  prayed.  Lord  Mans¬ 
field  concluded  his  addrefs  in  words 
to  this  effect  ; — 

£  There  is  a  certain  principle 
which  I  have  laid  down  in  this,  as 
well  as  other  places,  which  was  ne¬ 
ver  more  properly  applicable  than 
in  the  preterit  indance  : 

That  no  fiftion  of  law  ffiail  e- 
ver  fo  far  prevail  againd  the  real 
truth  of  the  fail,  as  to  prevent  the 
■execution  of  j  uitice. 5 ’ 


By  confent  of  the  attorney  gene¬ 
ral,  the  judgment  of  the  court  a- 
gaind  Mr.  Atkinfon  was  podponed 
till  the  next  term,  in  order  that  his 
counfel  may  infpeit  the  record  when 
amended  ;  they  being  dill  entitled 
to  lake  any  further  objection  that 
may  yet  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
record. 

At  a  quarter  before  feven  o’clock 
in  the  evening  came  on  the  final 
hearing  of  Mr.  Morris’s  cagfe,  to 
edablifh  his  matrimonial  contract 
with  Mifs  Harford.  Toiler  Scott 
recapitulated  the  heads  of  the  forci¬ 
ble  arguments  derived  from  the  lav/s 

O 

of  nature  and  nations  which  he  ad¬ 
duced  on  lad  Tuefday  fe’nnight. — 
Toiler  Wynne  replied  ;  the  doctor 
very  ably  Contended,  that  the  mar¬ 
riage  being  con  trailed  in  fraud,  was 
void  ab  engine.  To  prove  this  po- 
fition,  he  adverted  to  Mr.  Morris’s 
conduit  during  the  time  the  young 
lady  was  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  La- 
touche  for  education,  when  that  lady 
found  herfelf  under  the  neceffity  of 
informing  Mr.  Morris,  “  that  his 
frequent  vidts  prevented  the  young- 
lady  from  making  a  progrefs  in  her 
education.”  He  then  traced  him 
to  every  part  of  the  continent,-  and 
fhewed  tire  probability  of  a  like  ad¬ 
vantage  being  taken  at  Lille,  where 
Mils  Harford  “  defired  the  ceremo¬ 
ny  to  be  performed  in  the  Englifh 
language.”  He  next  proved  from 
the  lex  loci  of  the  country  in  which 
the  marriage  contrail  was  cele¬ 
brated,  that  it  was  illegal  f  that  it 
was  like  wife  illegal  under  the  Mar¬ 
riage  Ail  of  1753  ;  that  it  was  void 
by  the  common  law  antecedent  to 
that  period  ;  that  it  was  equally 
condemned  by  the  principles  of  the 
Roman  and  the  canon  law.  His  ar¬ 
gument,  which  embraced  an  im- 
menie  fcope  of  learning  and  law, 

both 
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both  juri {prudential  and  canonical, 
laded  two  hours.  At  nine  o’clock 
Mr.  Mansfield  began  his  argument, 
and  continued  until  ten,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  he  concluded  that  the  mar¬ 
riage  in  quefiion  was  founded  in 
fraud  and  illegality  ;  particularly 
with  refpeft  to  the  lex  loci  of  the  two 
places  (French  Flanders  and  Den¬ 
mark)  in  which  it  was  performed. 
He  quoted  the  opinions  of  the  ablert 
lawyers  in  thofe  places  to  prove  his 
artertions. — After  a  profundity  of 
argument,  he  concluded  with  crav¬ 
ing  judgment  in  favour  of  Mifs  Har¬ 
ford. 

The  court  was  immediately  clear¬ 
ed,  and  after  half  an  hour’s  confide  - 
ration  the  court  was  opened,  and  fi¬ 
nal  judgment  was  given. — f<  That 
both  pretended  marriages  were  void 
— that  Mifs  Harford,  falfely  in  the 
libel  called  Morris,  was  at  full  li¬ 
berty  to  marry  again,  and  that  Mr. 
Morris  was  condemned  in  full 
cofts.” 

,  Laft  night’s  Gazette  con- 
tains  an  addrefs  from  the 
county  of  Kent,  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
fent  adminiftration. 


JUNE  1784. 

Extraft  of  a  letter  from  Paris,  June  3 . 

The  king  has  been  pleafed  to 
erafe  the  fentence  of  the  court  mar¬ 
tial  at  l’Orient,  that  the  affair  be  no 
longer  agitated,  which  is  ineffectual 
to  anfwer  the  public  expectation.  It 
is  faid,  that  a  fecond  council  of  war 
will  be  held,  folely  to  examine  and 
judge  the  conduct  of  comte  de 
Graffe,  who  in  his  quality  of  admi¬ 
ral  and  captain,  ought,  according  to 
the  marine  law,  to  juftify  himfelf, 
by  explaining  the  motives  which 
obliged  him  to  give  up  the  Ville  de 
Paris. 

Vol.  XXVII. 
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t{  On  the  30th  ult.  the  Parifians 
reforted  in  crowds  to  Verfailles,  to 
fee  the  ceremony  of  inverting  Mr. 
le  Bailli  de  Suffiein  with  the  blue 
ribbon.  In  the  proceflion  were  all 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  all  the 
knights  of  the  order  of  the  Holy 
Ghort.” 

r  1  The  recorder  made  his  re- 
1  port  to  his  majefty  of  the 
conviCls  under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  viz.  Thomas  Randall, 
Robert  Ganley,  Daniel  Beane,  Ar* 
chibald  Burridge,  James  Davis,  Jo* 
feph  Hawes,  James  Hawkins,  John 
Lynch,  James  Farrell,  Patrick  Bir*- 
mingham,  Samuel  Hall,  William 
Hobbs,  John  Taylor,  Drummond 
Clarke,  Charles  Barton,  Patrick 
Burne,  William  Sipith,  Ifaac  Torres, 
Elizabeth  Vickry,  Peter  Flaflett,  a- 
lias  Edward  Verilly,  Charles  Crif- 
well,  John  Mofeley,  Simon  Young, 
and  John  Boyle  ;  when  Robert  Gan¬ 
ley,  Patrick  Birmingham,  Peter 
Haflett,  Patrick  Burne,  Ifaac  Tor-* 
res,  Charles  Barton,  Thomas  Ran¬ 
dall,  Wijliam  Smith,  Daniel  Beane, 
Archibald  Burridge,  James  Farrell, 
John  Lynch,  James  Hawkins,  Jo- 
feph  Hawes,  and  James  Davis, 
were  ordered  for  execution  on  W^ed* 
nefday  next,  the  23d  inftant. 

I  Came  on  to  be  tried  be- 
*9  ’  fore  the  lord  chief  baron  of 

the  exchequer,  at  the  Guildhall, 
London,  the  caufe  captain  Sutton  a- 
gainft  commodore  Johnilone.  The 
trial  began  at  ten  o’clock  on  Satur¬ 
day  morning,  and  continued  twenty- 
two  hours.  The  jury  retired  about 
feven  o’clock,  and  at  eight  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning  gave  a  verdict  of  5  ,ooqL 
damages  for  captain  Sutton. 

1  The  following  convids  were 

lj  '  executed  on  the  fcaffold  ere&ed 
for  that  purpofe  before  Newgate; 
William  Smith,  Ifaac  Torres, 
Charles  Barton,  Patrick  Burne,  Pa- 

1 0]  trick 


I94]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784-5. 


trick  Birmingham,  John  Lynch, 
James  Parrel,  James  Davis,  Daniel 
Beane,  Archibald  Burridge,  Robert 
Ganley,  and  Thomas  Randall,  for 
burglary ;  Peter  Haflett,  alias  Ed¬ 
ward  Verilly,  for  perfonating  and 
affuming  the  name  of  Thomas  How¬ 
ard,  of  his  majefly’s  fhip  the  Pallas, 
with  intent  to  receive  his  wages ; 
and  Jofeph  Hawes  and  James  Haw¬ 
kins  for  a  flreet  robbery.  The  a- 
bove  unhappy  men  came  upon-  the 
fcaffold  a  little  before  feven  o’clock ; 
they  all  feemed  devout  and  peni¬ 
tent,  and  behaved  in  every  refpefl 
:rs  became  their  miferable  fituatien. 
The  platform  dropped  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  before  eight,  and  at  the  fame 
moment  they  were  all  launched  into 
eternity.  The  concouffe  was  im- 
menfe  ;  the  windows  and  roofs  of 
the  lion fes  commanding  a  view  of 
the  fatal  fpot  \yere  crowded,  and 
many  thoufa-nds  of  people  were  af- 
fembled  in  the  Old  Bailey  before  iix 
o’clock. 

^  This  afternoon,  at  four 

71  “  o’clock,  the  poll  for  a  repre- 
fentative  for  the  borouyh  of  South- 

^  •  o 

wark  finally  doled,  when  the  num¬ 
bers  flood  as  follow  : 

22.  23.  24. 
For  P.  Lc  Mefurier,  533  863  935 
Sir  E.  Hotham,  506  842  924 

Majority  1 1 
'  A  fcrUtiny  was  demanded  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Sir  Richard  Hotham. 

__  This  day,  at  four  o’clock, 

25tn'  Mr.  Holder,  the  high  bailiff 
of  the  borough,  held  the  adjourned 
hu  flings  in  Mill-lane, Tooley-ilreet. 
He  faid,  that  his  very  ill  date  of 
health  obliged  him  to  decline  grant- 
ing  a  fcrutiny  ;  the  fatigue  he  had 
'already  gone  through  m  the  elec- 

/  o .  O 

tibn  h'ivifjg  very  much  injured,  his 
health,  which  was  before  much  im¬ 


paired,  he  therefore  made  the  re¬ 
turn  to  the  writ,  declaring,  that  by 
the  number  of  the  poll  Mr  Le  Me¬ 
furier  was  defied.  After  this  decla¬ 
ration,  Mr.  Le  Mefurier  came  for¬ 
ward,  and  made  a  fhort  fpeech  to  the 
electors,  thanking  them  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  done  him. 

Sir  Richard  Hotham  alfo  came 
forward  ;  thanked  his  friends  for 
the  trouble  and  fatigue  they  had  un¬ 
dergone,  and  declared  his  intention 
of  appealing  to  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  in  jullice  to  them  as  well  as 
himfelf ;  as  he  had  ample  proof  to 
found  a  petition  again  ft  his  oppo¬ 
nent,  not  only  of  bad  votes,  but  of 
other  illegal  practices.  The  huf- 
tings  was  then  adjourned. 

I  In  the  court  of  King’s- 
^  *  ’  bench,  fever al  gentlemen 
furrendered  themfelves  at  the  bar, 
to  receive  judgment  for  being  con 
cerned  in  a  riot  in  the  prifori  of  the 
King’s-bench  feme  time  ago,  where¬ 
of  they  were  tried  and  convicted ; 
feme  affidavits  were  read  in  extenu¬ 
ation  of  their  offence,  and  the  court 
were  about  to  fend  them  to  the  New 
Gaol  in  the  Borough,  but  the  de¬ 
fendants  begged  hard  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  former  prifon,  which 
was  granted,  and  they  are  to  be 
confined  one  month  in  the  ilrong 
room  of  the  King’s -bench. 

St.  Ja?nes's>  June  29.  One  of 
the  king’s  meffengers  arrived  on 
Sunday  lad  with  the  ratification,  o*n 
the  part  of  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  of  the  defi¬ 
nitive  treaty  of  peace,  figned*  at 
Paris  on  the  20th  ofMaylail,  which 
was  exchanged  with  Daniel  Hailes*, 
efq;  his  majefly’s  plenipotentiary,  a- 
gainft  his  majeffy’s  ratification  on  the 
19th  inil.  at  Paris,  by  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  their  high  mightineffes. 
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ExtraS}  of  a  letter  from  Hanover, 
July  1. 

t(  The  prince  bidiop  of  O'fna- 
burgh,  fecond  fon  of  his  Britannic 
majedy,  fet  out  this  morning  for 
Vienna.  His  roval  highnefs  will 
afterwards  vifit  feveral  other  courts 
of  Germany,  and  will  not  return 
hither  till  towards  the  end  of  Octo¬ 
ber  next.” 

ha  pies,  July  3.  The  Britifh 
fquadron  under  the  command  of 
commodore  fir  John  Lindfey,  con¬ 
fiding  of  the  Trudy,  Thetis,  Andro¬ 
mache,  Sphynx,  and  Rattlefnake, 
which  Tiiled  from  Leghorn  on  the 
1  2th  of  June  lad,  anchored  in  this 
bay  on  the  17th.  On  hearing  of 
its  arrival  the  king  of  Naples  was 
pleafed  to  command  that  it  fhould  be 
immediately  admitted  to  Pratique, 
notwithdanding  the  quarantine  late¬ 
ly  laid  on  all  ihips,  from  whatever 
quarter  they  come. 

The  king  and  queen  of  Naples 
having  previoufly  iignided  to  the 
commodore  their  intention  of  ho¬ 
nouring  the  fquadron  with  a  vifit, 
their  majedies  fet  out  on  the  24th  in 
the  morning  from  the  Galley  Mole, 
attended  by  general  Addon,  and  fe¬ 
veral  other  officers  of  the  court,  and 
by  the  captains  of  the  fquadron  in 
their  refpedtive  barges.  As  loon  as 
their  majedies  were  at  a  little  didance 
from  the  ffiore,  all  the  fhips  manned 
their  yards,  except  the  Sphynx  and 
Rattlefnake,  which  being  dreded 
with  colours,  difplayed  them  at  the 
fame  indant  the  others  manned  ;  and 
after  their  majedies  were  on  board 
the  Trudy,  all  the  red  of  the  fqua- 
dren  fired  a  royal  lalute. 

Their  majedies  vifited  the  fhip 
ribove  and  below,  and  the  king  went 
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into  the  Commodore’s  barge,  and 
vifited  all  the  other  diips  of  the 
fquadron,  returning  again  to  the 
Trudy.  On  leaving  the  fquadron 
their  majedies  were  faluted  by  all 
the  fhips  with  21  guns  each;  and 
the  commodore  with  the  captains 
had  the  honour  of  dining  with  their 
majedies  on  fhore,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  on  board  the  king’s  yacht, 
which,  with  two  of  the  king’s  gallies* 
was  dreded  with  colours  after  the 
Englilh  manner,  the  Englidi  dag 
being  at  the  yacht’s  foretopmad 
head. 

At  dinner  on  board  the  yacht 
their  Sicilian  majedies  drank  to  the 
health  of  the  king  and  queen  of 
Great  Britain,  when  a  royal  falute 
was  immediately  fired  from  the 
yacht  and  the  two  gallies.  Their 
majedies,  during  the  dinner,  were 
pleafed  repeatedly  to  exprefs  their 
latisfadlion  at  feeing  an  Englifh 
fquadron  in  the  bay  of  Naples;  and 
appeared  dedrous,  by  every  means 
in  their  power,  to  manifed  their 
friendship  for  his  Britannic  ma- 
jedy. 

His  Sicilian  majedy  having  fixed 
on  Thurfday  the  id  of  July  to  ho¬ 
nour  the  fquadron  again  with  his 
prefence,  and  to  fee  a  few  evolu¬ 
tions  performed  in  the  Bay,  his  ma¬ 
jedy,  attended  by  the  nobles  of  dif- 
tinftion,  and  the  officers  of  the  court, 
came  at  the  time  appointed;  and 
the  fhips  being  in  all  refpedts  pre¬ 
pared,  andquite  ready,  flipped  their 
cables,  and  failed  in  good  order  about 
eleven  o’clock,  with  a  very  fine  fea 
breeze. 

The  exercidng  of  the  fquadron 
began  immediately,  and  fuch  ma¬ 
noeuvres  as  could  be  performed  by* 
fo  fmall  a  number  of  fhips,  were 
executed  at  half  pad  two  o’clock. 
His  majedy  was  pleafed  to  honour 
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the  commodore  with  his  company  at 
dinner,  when  the  commodore  took 
an  opportunity  of  drinking  the 
queen’s  health,  and  fired  a  royal 
falute  from  the  whole  fquadron. 

About  four  o’clock  the  evolutions 
re-commenced,  apd  were  continued 
until  half  pah;  fix,  when  the  fhips 
refumed  their  former  anchoring; 
(rations  in  the  bay  of  Naples.  The 
feveral  manoeuvres  of  the  fquadron 
were  honoured  with  repeated  expref- 
fions  of  applaufe  by  his  Sicilian 
majeily,  who  teftified  a  perfect 
knowledge  in  every  part  of  that  bu~ 
finefs.  He  was  falutedon  his  com¬ 
ing  on  board  and  going  on  fhore, 
by  all  the  fhips,  with  21  guns  each, 
and  attended  on  both  occafions  by 
the  captains  in  their  refpeftive 
barges. 

^  At  one  o’clock,  William  ,Bi- 
‘  x’  {hop,  common  cryer  of  this 
city,  attended  by  proper  officers, 
read  at  the  Royal  Exchange  gate 
two  proclamations,  one  relative  to 
the  definitive  treaty  being  figned  at 
Paris  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  States  General,  and  the  United 
States  of  America ;  and'alfo  a  procla- 
matidn  for  a  general  thankfgiving 
to  be  obferved  on  the  29th  in- 
ftant,  on  the  peace  ;  they  were  all 
afterwards  duck  up  in  divers  parts 
of  the  city. 

g  I  This  morning  Mr.  Linton, 
one  of  the  principal  muficians 
belonging  to  Covent-garden  and  the 
Haymarket  theatres,  was  attacked, 
fornewhere  (as  it  is  imagined)  about 
St.  Martin’s  lane.  A  woman  acci¬ 
dentally  looking  out  of  a  window 
about  one  o’clock,  faw  a  gentleman 
purfuing  three  fellows  up  Bedford- 
bury,  into  New-dreet,  St.  Martin’s 
lane,  where  Mr.  Linton  was  foon 
after  found,  with  a  wound  in  his 
belly,  fuppofed  to  have  been  given 


with  a  knife.  He  was  bled,  and 
every  endeavour  ufed  to  recover 
him,  notwithftanding  which  he  foon 
after  expired.  A  piece  of  a  watch 
chain  was  found  in  Mr.  Linton’s 
hand ;  from  which  circumdance  it 
is  not  improbable  that  his  watch  was 
taken  from  him  by  force,  and  that 
his  not  parting  with  it  eafily  was 
the  caufe  of  the  villains  dabbing 
him.  Two  perfons  are  already  in 
cudody,  on  fufpicion  of  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  this  horrid  murder  ;  and 
every  dep  is  taken  to  bring  the  of¬ 
fenders  to  juftice. 

1  A  medal  has  lately  been 
10th.  n  ,  / 

Itruck  to  perpetuate  the  me¬ 
mory  of  captc  Cook,  the  execution 
of  which  is  equal  to  the  fubject.  On 
one  fide  is  a  bold  relief  of  captain 
Cook,  with  this  infcription,  Jac , 
Cook  Qceani  InwJHgaUor  acerrijnus  ; 
immediately  under  the  head  is  ex- 
prelfed,  in  leder  char  afters,  Reg- 
Soc.  Land.  Socio  fuo .  On  the  reverfe 
appears  an  ereft  figure  of  Britannia 
Handing  on  a  plain.  The  left  arm 
reds  upon  an  hieroglyphic  pillar. 
Her  fpear  is  in  her  hand,  and  her 
lhield  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  pillar. 
Her  right  arm  is  projected  over  a 
globe,  and  contains  a  fymbol  ex¬ 
predive  of  the  celebrated  circumna¬ 
vigator’s  enterprifmg  genius.  The 
infcription  round  the  reverfe  is.  Nil 
intentatum  noftri  liquere  ;  and  under 
the  figure  of  Britannia,  Aufpiciis 
Georgii  III. 

The  above  medal  was  engraved 
at  the  expence  of  the  royal  fociety. 
Six  impreflions  were  {truck  in  gold, 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  diver. 
The  gold  medals  are  difpofed  of  as 
follow : 

One  to  his  Britannic  majefty,  un¬ 
der  whofe  aufpices  capt.  Cook  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  his  difcoveries. 

One  to  the  king  of  France,  for 

his 
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his  great  courtefy  in  giving  a  fpecific 
charge  to  his  naval  commanders, 
to  forbear  Ihewing  hoftility  to  the 
Refolation  and  Difcovery,  the  two 
Hoops  under  captain  Cook’s  com¬ 
mand  ,  and  to  afford  him  every  fuc- 
cour  in  their  power  in  cafe  they  fall 
in  with  him. 

One  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  for 
her  great  hofpitality  to  capt.  Cook 
when  he  touched  at  Kamtfchatka. 

One  to  Mrs.  Cook,  the  captain’s 
relief. 

One  to  be  depofited  in  the  Britiih 
Mufeum  ;  and 

One  to  remain  in  the  college  of 
the  Royal  Society. 

The  filver  medals  were  diftributed 
among  the  members  of  the  Royal 
Society,  fome  particular  lords  of  the 
admiralty,  and  a  few  other  diftin- 
guifhed  perfons. 

,  We  are  happy  at  having 
1 3  an  opportunity  of  informing 
the  public,  that  the  two  murderers 
of  M  *.  Linton  are  now  in  cuftody  ; 
one  of  the  parties  was  feized  on  Sa¬ 
turday  evening  by  Mr.  Smith,  the 
keeper  of  Tothill-fields,  to  which 
place  he  went  up  in  a  vifit  to  Dixon, 
one  of  the  men  committed  by  Mr. 
Addington  upon  fufpicion.  The 
man  taken  on  Saturday  is  named 
Morgan,  and  is  well  known  to  the 
officers  of  the  police  ;  he  has  made 
a  confeffion  of  the  whole  melancholy 
tranfaction,  acquitting  Smith,  one 
of  the  two  firft  taken  in  cuftody, 
acknowledging  that  Dixon  and  him- 
felf  were  the  only  perfons  concerned 
in  the  murder  and  robbery.  We 
cannct  too  much  applaud  the  activity 
of  Mr.  Bond  and  Mr.  Smith,  in 
purfuit  of  the  perpetrators  of  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Linton,  and  the 
addrefs  with  which  Morgan  was  got 
to  confefs  the  particulars. 
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,  A  caufe  was  tried  before 
*  Mr.  jufticeBuller,  and  a  fpe- 
cial  jury,  in  which  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke  was  plaintiff,  and  the  printer 
of  the  Public  Advertifer  defendant. 
The  adlion  was  brought  for  a  libel 
again  ft  Mr.  Burke,  and  the  da¬ 
mages  laid  at  5000I.  The  jury  gave 
a  verdidt  for  the  plaintiff,  with  look 
damages. 

Extract  of  a  letter  front  Dublin , 

July  15- 

Early  yeftei  day  morning  a  num¬ 
ber  of  people  armed,  feized  onMr. 
Plowman,  woollen-draper,  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  John’s-lane,  and  hurried  him 
to  the  Weaver ’s-fquare,  where  in  a 
few  minutes  they  ftripped  and  tarred 
him.  Sheriff  Kirkpatrick,  having 
received  intelligence,  paffed  off  to 
the  Liberty,  and  imprudently  threw 
himfelf  among  the  crowd,  without 
guards,  or  any  other  affiftance.  The 
ffieriff  refeued  the  unhappy  man  ; 
but  on  attempting  to  feize  fome  of 
the  ringleaders,  he  was  raoft  vio¬ 
lently  oppofed.  Swords  were  drawn, 
and  the  ffieriff  received  two  moil  fe~ 
vere  cuts  on  the  head.  At  this  mo¬ 
ment  alderman  Hart  appeared,  with 
a  ftrong  military  force,  and  came 
up  molt  opportunely,  as  ffieriff 
Kirkpatrick  was  knocked  down,  and 
lay  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  his  life. 
Mr.  Plowman  had,  it  feems,  made 
fome  very  confiderable  importation 
of  Engliffi  goods  the  day  before  he 
was’waited  upon,  diredlly  infring¬ 
ing  the  non-importation  agree¬ 
ment,  and  which,  it  is  alledged, 
drew  upon  him  the  refentment  of  the 
populace. 

,  The  following  convidts 
/  *  were  executed  this  morning 

before  Newgate,  purfuant  to  their 
fentejice,  viz.  William  Thompfon, 
alias  Peter  Smith,  John  Branton, 

[0]  3  Thomas 
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Thomas  White,  George  Dane,  and 
John  Richards. 

Extra  A  of  a  letter  from  If  Orient , 
July  30. 

“  Monf.  le  comte  de  GrafTe  is 
gone  home  to  the  place  of  his  exile. 
The  captains  of  de  SufFrein’s  fleet 
have  not  yet  received  fentence  for 
their  conduct  in  the  Eaft-lndies ; 
they  are  yet  on  board  PAmphion  of 
50  guns,  where  they  have  been  al¬ 
ready  jimprifoned  near  twelye 
months.” 

^  Friday  night  arrived  in 

P  L  ’  town  his  excellency  the 
due  de  Chartres,  and  the  prince 
de  Leury,  from  France.  They  fet 
put  on  Saturday  for  Brighthelm- 
ffone,  accompanied  by  the  duke  de 
Lauzun,  on  a  vifit  to  the  prince  of 
Wales. 

^  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 

^  duke  of  Gloucefter  arrived 
in  town  with  his  duchefs  from  the 
continent. 

Died.  Lately  at  Brook-hill  in 
Ireland,  Lovelace  Love,  efq;  This 
gentleman  was  noted  for  his  extra¬ 
ordinary  bulk  5  he  weighed  upwards 
of  forty  ftone  ;  his  coffin  meafured 
feven  feet  in  length,  four  acrofs, 
and  three  and  a  half  deep.  His 
death  was  occafioned  by  his  immenfe 
corpulence. 


AUGUST  1784. 

Ex.tr aft  of  a  letter  from  Arras ,  dated 
A.th  infant . 

“  Yeflerflay  morning  Mr.  Charles 
Clutterbuck,  who  has  been  con¬ 
fined  at  St,  Omer^and  at  this  place, 
for  two  years  pad,  was  conducted, 
amidft  avail  concourfe  of  ipeClators, 
from  the  royal  prifon  to  the  council- 
chamber,  in  order  to  pafs  his  la.it 


interrogation  touching  the  ofFencg 
he  has  committed  again  ff  tjie  bank 
pf  England  ;  the  examination  faffed 
about  an  hour  :  the  judge  demanded 
his  defence,  which  he  delivered  in 
French,  in  thefe  words:  <f  Si  mon 
ci  proces  avoit  ete  inftruit  en  An- 
“  gleterre  foux  le  faux  titre  royale, 
il  auroit  ete  rejette,  et  il  n’au- 
<£  rpit  pas  ete  reconniif’  1  under¬ 
hand  that  ]ie  has  alfo  prefented  to 
the  bench  of  judges  a  very  ingenious 
memorial,  lhe vying  the  nature  of 
his  crime,  and  the  nature  and  infti- 
tution  of  the  different  banks  in 
Europe.  The  judges  are  puzzled 
to  make  a  deciiion  upon,  this  unpre¬ 
cedented  fait,  which  affords  much 
argument  and  profit  to  the  lawyers 
here  ;  the  prolecution  has  already 
coil  the  bank  more  than  2o,oooL 
and  as  the  whole  of  thefe  proceed¬ 
ings  are  tranfmitted  to  the  king’s 
council  chamber  at  Paris,  it  may 
probably  coil:  them  as  much  more.** 

Dublin ,  Augufl  4.  Laff  Midday 
night,  between  the  hours  of  eleven 
and  twelve,  a  number  of  officers  in 
the  army,  entered  the  fhop  of  Mr. 
Flattery,  a  publican  on  Ormond  - 
quay,  near  EfTex  bridge,  and  by 
their  intemperate  behaviour  (ariflno-, 
it  is  mppofed,  from  their  being 
fomewhat  in  liquor)  occafioned  a. 
confiderable  riot,  which  took  place 
betwixt  them  and  fome  of  the  vo¬ 
lunteers. — We  are  happy  to  add, 
that  although  feveral  pe-rfons  were 
Wounded  on  both  fldes,  no  lives 
were  loff  in  the  affray. 

Extra  A  of  a  letter  from  D-ublin , 

.  dugtifi  5 . 

S(  Yefferday,  about  two  o’clock, 
the  duke  of  Rutland  arrived  at  the 
caftle,  from  the  county  of  Weff- 
meath,  fuppofed  to  be  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  exp  refs  difpatched  for 

his 
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Ills  grace  the  day  before,  relative 
to  the  military  outrage  on  Monday 
night.* : ’ 

^  At  the  aiTiy.es  for  the  county 
J  ’  of  Kent,  the  caufe  between 
earl  Stanhope  and  the  Meff.  Adam 
of  the  Adelphi,  was  tried  a  third 
time,  when  the  plaintiff,  earl 
Stanhope,  obtained  a  verdict  of 
1,500b  damages,  befides  cods  of 
fuit. 

iQtji  Some  of  the  prifoners  in 
the  King’s  bench  attempted 
til  err  efcape  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  :  defpairing  of  being  liberated 
by  the  infolvent  bill,  which  has 
flept  To  long  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 

one  D - s  with  a  number  of  affo- 

ciates,  affembled,  and  in  a  peremp¬ 
tory  manner  demanded  the  key  of 
the  prifon  from  the  door-keeper, 
who,  fearing  the  confequences  of  a 
refufal,  gave  up  the  fame.  D. 
thus  in  poffeffion  of  the  key,  in  the 
height  of  his  joy  ran  back  into  the 
priion  to  give  notice  thereof;  when 
the  door-keeper  immediately  clap¬ 
ped  too  the  door,  which  having  a 
fpring  lock,  and  there  being  no 
key-hole  within  fide,  the  infurgents 
were  in  a  moment  as  clofe  prifoners 
as  if  they  had  not  the  key.  A  guard 
was  immediately  fent  for,  which  has 
done  ducy  at  the  prifon  ever  iince  ; 
where  things  remain  in  a  Hate  of 
tranquillity. 

Dublin,  Augnjl  1 3. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  corps 
of  Upper-Crofe  and  Coolock  vo¬ 
lunteers,  at  bhe  Centaur  in  Fifli- 
amble-dreet,  Tuefday  the  joth 
of  Augulh  178.3.. 

Major  McCormick,  in  the  effiair. 

Refolved,  That  we  view  with 
the  utmoft  abhorrence  the  cruel  and 
unprovoked  outrage  committed  on 
tluc  perfem  of  Mr.  Neal  Flattery,  a 


member  of  this  corps,  and  a  citi¬ 
zen,  with  other  perfons  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  by  certain  officers.,  of  the 
army,  on  Monday  the  2d  indant ; 
and  that  we  confider  this  as  one  of 
the  evil  effects  of  the  unneceffary 
augmentation  of  the  military  efta- 
biilhment. 

“  Refolved,  That  we  pledge 
ourfeives  in  the  mod  facred  manner 
to  each  other,  and  to  our  fellow- 
citizens,  to  hold  ourfeives  always 
prepared  to  affid  the  magidrates 
to  repel  any  fuch  violence  in'  fu¬ 
ture.” 

Major  M‘Cormick  reported  his 
having  received  the  following  letter 
from  cc-1.  lord  Harrington,  contain¬ 
ing  a  meffage  to  be  communicated 
to  this  corps, 

Dublin  Barracks,  Aug.  6,  1784. 
Sir, 

Having  learned,  with  much  con¬ 
cern,  that  an  affray  which  happen¬ 
ed  fome  nights  ago  (wherein  my 
name  has  appeared)  has  been  im¬ 
puted  to  an  intention  on  my  part, 
and  that  of  the  officers  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  of  offering  an  infult  to  the 
corns  of  volunteers  of  this  city,  I 
took  the  eariied  opportunity  of  en¬ 
deavouring  to  remove  fo  ill-founded 
an  impreffion,  by  a  meffage,  which 
I  beaded  an  officer  of  my  regiment 
to  deliver  to  you,  of  which  the  fol 
lowing  is  a  copy,  viz. 

I  am  defired  by  lord  Harrington 
to  wait  on  you,  in  confequence  of 
his  “  having  been  informed  that  the 
unfortunate  affray,  which  happened 
on  Monday  night  on  the  Quay,  is 
confidered  in  the  light  of  an  inten  ¬ 
tional  infult  on  the  volunteer  corps; 
his  lordlhip  defires  me  to  affure 
you,  fir,  and  through  you  the  corps 
to  which  you  belong,  that  he  is 
perfuaded,  that  there  was  not  the 
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remote#  intention  of  that  kind  ; — 
and  that  in  regard  to  himfelf  (whofe 
name  has  been  mentioned  in  it)  he 
never  had  an  idea  of  treating  with 
difrelpeft,  much  lefs  of  offering  an 
jnfult,  to  you,  or  any  other  corps 
of  volunteers. ” 

Underftanding  that  you  have  ex- 
preifed  a  wiffi,  that  the  above  mef- 
iage  lhould  be  conveyed  by  letter, 
revious  to  its  being  communicated 
y  you  to  the  corps,  I  trouble  you 
with  this  repetition  of  it, 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble 
and  obedient  fervant, 
Harrington, 
To  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Upper- Crofs,  and 
Coolock  volunteers. 

1  The  due  de  Chartres  fet 

*  off  for  France,  being  fent  for 
by  order  of  the  French  king. 

,  Henry  Morgan  was  com- 

^  *  mitted  to  Newgate  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Addington,  efq;  charged,  on 
•his  own  confeffion,  with  feloniouily 
affaulting  Charles  Linton  on  the 
highway,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mar¬ 
tin  in  the  Fields,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  and  taking  from  his 
perfon  a  gold  watch,  two  guineas 
and  a  half,  and  one  filling,  his 
property.  He  alfo  Hands  further 
charged,  on  his  own  confeffion,  with 
the  wilful  murder  of  the  faid  Charles 
Linton. 

Dublin ,  Aug.  27th.  This  morn¬ 
ing  Mr.  Dowling,  printer  of  the 
Volunteers  Journal,  Dublin,  was 
apprehended  by  judice  Graham, 
and  carried  before  judge  Robinfon, 
who  committed  him  to  Newgate,  on 
a  charge  of  high  treafon,  at  the  fuit 
pf  the  crown. 

Died.  Aug.  5th,  at  Matlock  in 
Derby  (hire,  Ann  Clowes,  aged  103* 


She  meafured  3  feet  9  inches  in 
height,  and  weighed  about  481b. — • 
The  houfe  fhe  relided  in  was  as  di¬ 
minutive  (in  proportion)  as  herfelf, 
containing  only  one  room,  about 
eight  feet  fquare. 


SEPTEMBER  1784. 

City  of  York. 

At  the  Guildhall  of  the  faid  city, 
the  firft  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1784,  it 
was  refolved  by  the  mayor  and 
commonalty  of  the  faid  city. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  corpor 
ration  here  affembled  be  given  to 
the  right  honourable  Charles  James 
Fox,  the  right  honourable  William 
Eden,  William  Joliffe,  efq;  George 
Dempfter,  efq;  and  John  Courte¬ 
nay,  efq;  for  their  wife,  ftrenuous, 
and  patriotic  oppofition  to  the  bill 
brought  into  parliament  during  the 
laft  feffion,  impoling  an  additional 
duty  on  windows  in  lieu  of  part  of 
the  late  duties  on  tea,  which  bill 
had  been  declared  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  city,  at  a  general  meet¬ 
ing,  to  be  extremely  impolitic, 
partial,  compulfory,  oppreffive,  and 
unjulr,  and  which  now  appears  to 
this  corporation  to  lay  a  heavy  and 
peculiar  burthen  upon  the  people  of 
this  kingdom. 

ft  Refolved  alfo.  That  the  thanks 
of  this  corporation  be  given  to  the 
forty  members  of  parliament  who 
divided  againft  the  third  reading 
of  the  faid  bill  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  on  the  10th  of  Auguff 
lad. 

*(  Refolved,  That  thefe  refla¬ 
tions  be  entered  into  the  corpora¬ 
tion  books ;  that  copies  thereof  be 
made  and  fgned  by  the  common 
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clerk,  and  tranfmitted  by  him  to 
the  feveral  gentlemen  named  in 
the  hr  ft  refolution,  and  that  the 
fame  be  publiihed  in  both  the  York 
Papers. 

By  order, 

Geo.  Townen d, 
Common  clerk  of  the  laid  city.” 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Plymouth , 
Sept.  7. 

<c  Laft  Thurfday  morning,  at 
ten  o’clock,  the  remains  of  fir  Eyre 
Coote,  K.  B.  were  landed  at  the 
jetty  Head,  in  the  dock -yard,  the 
Bombay-caftle  bring  21  minute 
guns.  The  corps  of  marines  form¬ 
ing  a  line  to  the  dock-gates.  Drums 
beating  a  point  of  war,  colours  hy¬ 
ing,  mufic  playing  a  folemn  dirge. 
The  officers  fainted  the  hearfe  as  it 
palTed  them.  In  Fore-ftreet,  two 
companies  of  royal  artillery,  the 
39th  and  40th  regiments  of  foot,  re¬ 
ceived  the  body,  forming  themfelves 
into  divifions  of  fix  abreaft  ;  the 
grenadiers  and  light  infantry  taking 
the  lead.  They  then  proceeded 
through  the  towns  of  Dock,  Store- 
houfe,  and  Plymouth,  through  the 
Glacis,  to  the  gates  of  the  citadel, 
where  the  lieutenant-governor, 
Campbell,  received  the  body  with 
every  mark  of  refpecl.  The  two 
battalions  and  artillery  formed  on 
the  parade,  before  the  governor’s 
houfe ;  the  grenadiers  and  light 
infantry,  in  four  divifions,  efcorted 
the  hearfe  to  the  chapel,  the  troops 
prefenting  their  arms ;  the  drums 
beating,  and  mufic  playing,  19 
minute  guns  were  fired  during 
this  ceremony,  and  the  body  was 
depohted  in  the  chapel  with  great 
folemnity  and  refpeft.  The  nume¬ 
rous  crowds  of  fpedlators  which  at¬ 
tended,  teftifted  their  regard  to  the 
memory  of  fo  great:  a  man.” 


[201 

Coufantinople ,  Auguft  9.  On  the 
3d  inftant  the  Porte  received  certain 
intelligence,  that  a  terrible  earth¬ 
quake  had  happened  on  the  23d  of 
July,  in  the  mountainous  parts  in 
the  province  of  Ekilis,  towards  the 
frontiers  of  Armenia,  by  which  the 
town  of  Ezerghen,  or  Ariingham, 
about  fifty  miles  on  the  fide  of  Er- 
zerum,  had  been  nearly  deftroyed, 
with  the  lofs  of  about  fix  thoufand 
inhabitants.  Amongft  other  fufrer- 
ers  by  this  dreadful  calamity,  was 
Suleiman,  Balhaw  of  Erzerurn,  late¬ 
ly  promoted  to  that  government 
from  the  poft  of  Chiaus  Bafhi,  chief 
of  the  Purfuivants.  This  gentleman 
had  proceeded  as  far  as  Ezerghen,, 
with  a  fuite  of  five  hundred  people, 
of  whom  twelve  only  efcaped. 

At  mid-day  on  the  5  th  inftant, 
the  north  wind  being  remarkably 
high,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  quarter 
of  Conftantinople  called  the  Chire- 
mit  Mahalefi,  fituated  towards  the 
bottom  of  the  harbours,  which,  for 
want  of  timely  affiftance,  foon  com¬ 
municated  to  different  houfes,  and, 
in  lefs  than  two  hours,  extended  to 
the  town  walk  towards  Fanar,  and 
to  the  quarters  of  Cara  Ghiumrak, 
Jeni  Bakze,  and  Sara  Gheriz.  It 
continued  burning  twenty-fix  hours, 
and  about  ten  thoufand  houfes  (moll 
of  which  had  been  rebuilt  fince  the 
fire  in  1782)  were  entirely  con^ 
fumed. 

^  The  populace  took  thehorfes 
^  *  '  from  the  coach  of  the  right 
hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  in  Old- 
ftreet,  and  fubftituted  themfelves  in 
their  places. 

i  Elenry  Morgan,  convifled 
laft  Friday  for  the  wilful  mur¬ 
der  of  Mr.  Linton,  on  the  7th  cf 
July,  near  St.  Martin’s-lane,  by 
dubbing  him  in  the  belly  with  a  large 

cafe- 
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cafe-knife,  was  executed  on  a  fcaf- 
fold  ere&ed  before  Newgate.  At 
half  pail  fix  the  conviCt  came  upon 
the  fcaffoid  with  a  book  in  his  hand, 
and  prayed  in  an  audible  voice,  and 
with  every  appearance  of  fervent 
devotion.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  the  ordinary  quitted  the  fcaf¬ 
foid,  when  the  malefactor,  in  an 
impaftioned  tone  of  voice,  conti¬ 
nued  to  repeat — “  Oh,  my  God, 
forgive  all  my  fins  !  Lord,  have 
mercy  upon  me  !  Chrift  Jeius,  re¬ 
ceive  my  foul!”  and  while  utter- 
ing  theie  ejaculations,  the  platform 
dropped,  and  after  a  few  convul- 
five  ftruggles,he  became  motionlefs. 
A  woman  and  a  child  now  came 
upon  the  fcarfold,  and  had  the  hand 
or  the  maiefaflor  ftroked  feveral 
times  upon  their  necks,  under  a  no¬ 
tion  of  its  removing  wens.  After 
hanging  the  ufual  time,  the  body 
was  put  into  a  fhell,  and  carried 
to  Surgeons-hall,  in  order  for  de¬ 
fection. 

,,,  The  houfe  of  the  right  lion. 

Edm.  Burke,  of  Beaconsfield, 
was  broke  open,  and  robbed  of  a  va¬ 
riety  of  plate,  and  other  articles  to 
a  confiderable  value.  The  robbers 
came  down  from  London  in  a  phae¬ 
ton,  which  they  had  hired  in  Ox¬ 
ford -road.  They  broke  open  a 

held-gate  at  the  fide  of  the  road, 
opposite  the  avenue  which  leads  up 
through  the  lawn  td~  the  back  of 
the  houfe,  and  there  the  horfes  and 
phaeton  were  left  in  a  corner  of  the 
held,  as  appeared  by  the  marks  of 
the  wheels,  the  horfes,  and  the  men. 
At  about  one,  it  is  iuppofed,  they 
came  up  to  the  ho-ufe,  and  having 
palled  the  left  wing  on  the  rear, 
they  took  their  ftand  under  a  pear- 
tree,  in  the  corner,  where,  by  the 
grafs  being  much  trodden,  it  may 
6 


'  CIS  TER,  1784-5. 

be  conjeClured  they  hood  about  an 
hour. 

,  Died.  At  his  houfe  in 
3°  *  Bermsndfey,  in  Surrey,  Rich¬ 
ard  Ruffed,  elq;  in  the  commifiion 
of  the  peace  for  that  county.  He 
died  a  batchelor,  and  has  left,  among 
other  legacies,  3000k  to  the  Mag¬ 
dalen  hofpital ;  3000I.  to  the  Small¬ 
pox  hofpital  ;  3 00 ol.  to  the  Lying- 
in  hofpitaj  nearWeftminfter-bridge ; 
500k  to  the  Surrey  Difpenfary  ; 
2opph  for  a  monument,  to  be  erect¬ 
ed  in  St.  John’s  church,  Southwark  ; 
50k  each  to  fix  young  women  to  at¬ 
tend  as  pall-bearers  on  the  night  of 
his  interment  ;  20k  each  to  four 
other  young  women,  who  are  to 
precede  his  corpfe,  and  ilreyv  flow¬ 
ers,  whilft  the  Dead  March  in  Saul 
i-s  to  be  played  by  the  organiit  of 
St.  John’s;  100k  to  the  reverend 
Mr.  Grofe  to  write  his  epitaph. 
This  fum  had  been  firft  left  to  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnfon,  but  altered  by  a 
codicil  in  favour  of  the  reverend; 
Mr.  Grofe.  All  the  reft  of  his  nre- 

JL 

pertv,  after  fale  of  his  eftates,  to 
the  Afylum  for  young  girls  in  Lam-, 
beth  -parifh  ;  which,  it  is  fuppofed, 
will  amount  to  15  or  1 6,000k  after 
all  the  legacies  and  funeral  charges 
are  defrayed.  Eight  of  the  afting 
magiftrates  in  Surrey  are  requefted 
in  his  will  to  attend  his  funeral ;  and 
his  executors  are  Sir  Jofeph  Maw- 
bev,  bart.  Samuel  Gillam,  Thomas 
Bell,  and  William  Leavis,  efqrs. 
r  Died.  Monday  laft  at  Big- 
giefwade,  in  Bedfordfnire,  Mj- 
George  Alexander  Stevens,  authoj* 
of  the  celebrated  LeClure  on  Heads, 
and  many  other  humorous  pieces. 

OCTOBER  1784. 

St.  James's ,  Oft.  1.  This  day  the 

Marquis 


C  H  R  O  N  I  C  L  E, 


[203 


Marquis  de  Cordon,  Envoy  Extraor¬ 
dinary  from  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
had  hi§  audience  0 1  leave  of  his 
Majefty. 

And  afterwards  the  Chevalier  de 
Pollon,  his  fyecefibr  in  the  fame  cha¬ 
racter,  Jpid  his  find  private  audience 
of  his  Majefty,  to  deliver  his  cre¬ 
dentials  : 

To  which  they  were  introduced 
by  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  his 
Majelly’s  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  foreign  affairs. 

^  j  A  few  days  ago  two  very  fine 
young  Arabs,  a  horfe  and  a 
mare,  were  prefen  ted  to  his  Ma- 
jefiy  from  Mr.  HaHings.  They 
were  brought  from  Bengal  in  the 
Atlas  and  Be  (boro  ugh  Eaft-India- 
pien, 

1  This  evening,  about  fix 

'  “  o’clock,  as  fome  boys  were  di¬ 
verting  tliemfelves  with  throwing 
fquibs  round  a  fmail  bonfire  in 
Dujce’s  Place,  it  being  a  kind  of 
holiday  amor>g  the  Jews,  a  perfoft 
who  keeps  a  coffee- honfe  near  the 
place  being  much  exafperated  at 
their  behaviour,  took  a  loaded  blun- 
derbufs,  and  fired  among  them  from 
a  one  pair  of  hairs  window,  whereby 
one  boy  was  inftantly  ihot  dead, 
two  others  mortally  wounded,  be- 
fides  three  more  ;  after  which  he 
came  down  with  a  drawn  cutlais, 
but  being  overpowered,  was  fecured 
and  lodged  in  the  Poultry-compter. 
— He  was  brought  before  the  fitting 
magiHrates  yeiterdav,  and  re-corn- 
mitted  for  examination  ou  Wcdnef- 
day  next. 

,  This  morning  another#  of 
'  the  boys  which  was  fhot  on 
Thurfday  night  in  Duke’s  Place, 
died  in  Bartholomew’s  hofpital. 

n  At  the  fefiions  at  the  Old 

n  j  1  £  #  # 

Bailey, which  began  yeHerday, 


William  Morrow  was  fadided  for 
Healing  a  bag,  containing  joool.  and 
iundry  other  fums  of  money,  the 
property  of  MeflVs.  Drummond  and 
Co.  bankers,  ffc  was  convicted  on 
his  own  ccnieflion ,  and  other  corro¬ 
borating  cir.cumftances,  for  if  did  not 
come  out  by  what  means  he  got  at 
the  bag,  which  it  appeared  \va$  kept 
in  a  a  iron  died  in  the  ftrong  room, 
to  the  keys  of  which  every  clerk  in 
the  office  had  free  acccfs  in  the  way 
of  bu finds.  His  falary,  with  the 
perquifites,  did  not  exceed  90 1.  a 
year,  ar.d  of  this  he  had  only  been 
in  poffefiion  fmee  1782;  previous 
to  that  period  he  had  only  60 1.  a 
year  ;  yet  Mr.  Pygot,  the  ltock- 
broker,  had  purchafed  for  him  50 1. 
Hock  in  Augult  1783,  in  the  3  per 
cents,  confols  ;  on  the  3d  of  Octo¬ 
ber  1783,  purchafed  5  ob;  on  the  27  th 
of  April  1784,  purchafed  250I. ;  on 
the  23d  of  July  purchafed  70I.  Mr. 
Wright  had  purchafed  for  him  525 1. 
4  per  cents,  on  the  3d  of  June  1784  ; 
264I.  1  os.  4  per  cents,  on  the  3d  of 
July  1784;  262I.  10s.  on  the  7th 
of  September  1784.  When  the  pri- 
foner  bought  the  firH  400 1.  he  laid 
he  had  received  200I.  from  a  friend 
in  the  country,  the  other  200I.  he 
had  Paved  from  his  falary.  When 
he  bought  the  next  200  1.  he  fa  id 
he  had  part  from  a  lady  at  Lancader, 
the  other  part  he  had  railed  by  fell¬ 
ing  part  out  of  the  3  per  cents.  The 
third  fum,  he  faid,  from  the  fale  of 
all  his  3  per  cent.  Hock. — His  conn- 
fel  did  not  deny  the  fad:  ;  but  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prove  him  at  times 
inlane  ;  but  lord  Loughborough, 
before  whom  he  was  tried,  obferv- 
ed,  that  if  a  man  was  deprived  of 
his  reafon,  he  was  certainly  an  ob- 
jed  of  compaflion,  not  of  punilh- 
ment  ;  but  here  was  a  regular  plan, 

a  habit 
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a  habit  with  too  much  method  to  be 
compatible  with  the  plea  fet  up. 
Singularity  of  conduct  gives  no  pro-  - 
te&ion.  The  jury  found  him  guil¬ 
ty,  but  recommended  him  to  mercy. 

t  Lord  Loughborough,  lord 
*  chief  juftice  of  the  common- 
pleas,  in  conjundion  with  the  Re¬ 
corder  of  London,  who  do  the  Old 
Bailey  bufmefs  this  feffions,  were  on 
Saturday  moved  by  Mr.  counsellor 
Chetwood,  in  behalf  of  captain  Ken¬ 
neth  Mackenzie,  who  hands  charg¬ 
ed  with  the  wilful  murder  of  a  pri  ¬ 
vate  man  at  Cape  Coaft,  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  in  order  to  his  being 
tried,  bailed,  or  difcharged.  The 
application  to  the  court  was  on  the 
ground  of  the  hardships  the  captain 
iuftained  by  the  profecution,  not 
having  brought  over  his  witneftes 
when  they  brought  over  the  vvit- 
neftfes  for  the  crown.  The  nature 
of  the  perfons  the  captain  had  to 
deal  with,  whom  he  took  to  Cape 
Coaft,  viz.  capital  felon  eonvids 
who  had  received  his  majefty’s  mer¬ 
cy  on  condition  of  transportation  for 
life,  among  whom  was  that  well- 
known  defperado,  Patrick  Madan, 
and  the  deceafed,  who  had  three 
times  received  his  majefty’s  mercy. 
That  they  had  bored  a  hole  in  the 
hull  of  the  fhip  in  order  to  link  her, 
with  other  ads  of  defperation,  and 
that  the  ad  of  the  prifoner  was  an 
ad  of  neceffity.  That  the  veffel 
fent  out  for  the  captain’s  witneftes 
was  not  returned,  and  in  all  human 
probability  never  might ;  and  there¬ 
fore  he  prayed  he  might  be  tried, 
bailed,  or  difcharged. 

The  court  in  anfwer  faid,  that  it 
certainly  was  a  peculiar  misfortune 
to  the  prisoner  to  labour  under  fuch 
difficulties.  With  regard  to  the 
fads,  this  was  not  the  time  to  inveffi 
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tigate  them,  and  with  refped  to  the 
fnip  having  been  fent  out  for  the 
captain’s  witnelfes,  it  was  done  by 
an  order  of  government  at  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  requeft.  That  he  was  at  li¬ 
berty  to  go  to  trial  if  he  pleafed, 
and  would  venture  it  without  the 
witneftes  he  had  lent  for,  but  with 
regard  to  difcharging,  the  court 
could  not  do  that.  With  refped  to 
bailing,  the  attorney-general,  who 
was  out  of  town,  had  not  been  ferved 
with  any  notice,  and  it  would  be 
highly  indecent  to  do  it  either  with¬ 
out  his  confent,  or  without  his  know¬ 
ledge,  if  the  court  was  competent  to 
it  ;  but  they  were  of  opinion  the 
court  of  King’s-bench  muft  be  ap¬ 
plied  to,  as  was  done  in  the  caie  of 
captain  David  Rcache,  who  had 
killed  a  man  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  who  had  applied  to  the 
feffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  be 
tried,  bailed,  or  difcharged,  but 
who  was  referred  to  the  court  of 
Line’s -bench,  where  he  was  after- 

o  # 

wards  bailed.  The  motion  there¬ 
fore  fell  of  courfe,  and  captain 
Mackenzie  ordered  to  remain  ftill  in 
Newgate. 


N  O  V  E  M  B  E  R  1784. 

Brujfels ,  AW.  8.  Accounts  have 
been  received  here,  that  laft  night 
the  Dutch  broke  one  of  their  dikes 
near  Lillo,  by  which  feveral  perfons 
were  drowned.  They  attempted  to 
break  a  fecond,  but  were  prevented 
by  the  Imperial  troops.  This  event 
has  fpread  an  alarm  at  Qftend,  and 
has  occafioned  an  extraordinary  di¬ 
ligence  in  completing  the  works  on 
the  ramparts  there. 

Yefterday  afternoon  a  Dutch  mail 

arrived^ 
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arrived,  which  brought  the  follow- 
dag  intelligence  : 

Antwerp,  No< v.  8.  There  was  a 
real  and  ferious  cannonade  this  day 
from  the  Dutch  fort  of  Cruyffchans ; 
it  was  directed  againft  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  fubjeCts  to  the  emperor,  occu¬ 
pied  in  repairing  a  breach,  from 
which  they  feared  the  farther  pro- 
grefs  of  the  inundation  already  be¬ 
gun,  and  their  entire  ruin  ;  a  (hot 
even  entered  a  farm-houfe  at  fome 
didance,  in  which  was  a  piquet  of 
Imperial  infantry.  The  night  be¬ 
fore  was  a  prelude  to  what  is  to 
happen  this  day  ;  for  the  Dutch 
have  already  fired  fome  mufket-lhot 
on  the  patrole  of  the  Imperial 
troops,  which,  as  ufual,  furrounded 
the  territory  of  his  Imperial  ma- 
jefty. 

Naples ,  Nov,  1 6.  There  is  at 
this  moment  a  flight  eruption  of 
lava  from  Mount  Vefuvius,  which 
fo  far  from  alarming,  gives  uni- 
verfal  fatisfaftion  here,  as  a  few 
days  ago  a  fhock  of  an  earth¬ 
quake  was  felt  at  Naples.  The 
earthquakes  ftill  continue  with  fome 
force  in  Calabria,  fometimes  towards 
Catanzaro,  and  at  other  times  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Reggio. 

,  The  long-contefled  caufe 
20  ‘  between  John  Gallini,  efq; 

and  the  truftees  of  the  king’s  theatre, 
was  finally  determined  by  the  lord 
chancellor,  in  favour  of  the  latter  ; 
the  temporary  receivers  were  dif- 
charged,  and  the  faid  truftees  con¬ 
firmed  in  their  right  of  managing 
the  property  for  the  benefit  ©f  the 
creditors.  Counfel  for  the  truftees, 
Mr.  folicitor-general,  Mr.  Selwyn, 
and  Mr.  Evance  ;  folicitors,  Meff. 
Harborne  and  Seton  of  the  Adelphi. 
^  ^  ,  The  following  extraordinary 
22  '  affair  came  before  the  Bovv- 


ftreet  magiftrates:  Count  Duroure, 
who  has  mack  fo  much  noife  about 
town,  feme  little  time  fince  got  ac¬ 
quainted  with  a  gentleman  of  the 
law,  who  lent  him  his  afiiftance  to 
extricate  him  from  difficulties  he 
was  involved  in  :  having  accefs  to 
his  friend’s  table,  who  was  married 
to  a  young  lady  of  fome  accomplifh- 
ments,  the  Count,  by  his  attentions, 
infinuated  himfelf  fo  far  into  her 
affections,  as  to  prevail  upon  her  to 
elope  with  him  to  France.  He  fent 
off  his  baggage  to  Dover,  whither 
he  was  to  follow  in  a  day  or  two. 
The  hufband,  by  a  laconic  letter 
from  the  lady,  received  the  fir  ft  in¬ 
timation  of  her  infidelity.  After  a 
very  minute  enquiry,  he  difeovered, 
that  the  lady  and  her  paramour  were 
at  a  bagnio  in  Leicefter-ftelds,  whi¬ 
ther  he  went  on  Sunday  night,  ac¬ 
companied  with  fome  friends,  and 
being  guided  to  the  room,  defired 
admittance, which  was  refufed ;  upon  * 
this  he  forced  open  the  door,  and 
the  moment  he  entered  the  Count 
fired  upon  him  ;  the  ball  went 
through  his  hat  without  doing  him 
any  mifehief.  The  Count’s  con¬ 
duct  appeared  in  fo  extraordinary  a 
light  to  the  magiftrates,  that  for  the 
purpofe  of  more  fecurity  he  was 
committed  to  Newgate. 

,  King  againft  Wooldridge. 

^  “  '  This  day  the  long-depending 
caufe  was  again  argued  in  the  court 
of  King’s-Bench,  before  lord  Mans¬ 
field  and  Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Mr. 
Garrow,  as  junior  counfel,  after  a 
very  handfome  apology  for  his  youth 
and  inexperience,  craved  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  the  court.  His  firft  argu¬ 
ment  went  to  the  informality  of  the 
return  to  the  mandamus,  which  al¬ 
though  by  no  means  the  ground  that 
he  meant  to  let  his  foot  upon,  yet 
I  was 
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was  in  itfclf  fcrfficient  to  infure  fuc- 
cefs  to  Ms  client.  He  then,  by  a 
chain  of  very  clear  deductions  and 
appofite  cafes',  a  great  variety  of 
which  he  quoted,  hated  his  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  words  of  the  return  ;  but 
the  court  declining  to  enter  direCtly 
into  thf  merits,  Mr.  Garrow  judi- 
cioufty  (as  Mr.  Juftice  Bailer  after¬ 
wards  laid)  abandoned  his  inten¬ 
tions,  and  went  boldly  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  queftions. 

The  hr  ft  charge  was  a  pretended 
embezzlement  of  a  part  of  Sir  James 
Langham’s  charity  to  foldiery  and 
bailors,  the  alderman  having  drawn 
on  the  chamberlain  for  the  fum  of 
four  pounds,  payable  to  James  Af- 
pell,  from  whom  he  took  a  receipt, 
whereas  in  fact  it  was  alledged  that 
he  paid  Afpell  only  one  guinea,  and 
appropriated  the  remainder  to  his 
own  ufe.  Mr.  Garrow  denied  the 
fakf — his  client  had  bona  fide  diftri- 
buted  the  money  according  to  the 
true  intent  of  the  donor’s  will,  and 
there  was  no  averment  in  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bridge- 
ward  to  the  contrary— -but  it  was 
meritorioufty  diftributed  to  fevcral 
perfons  inftead  ot  one  per fon  — Ad¬ 
mitting  the  faff,  it  was  at  molt 
but  a  mifapplication,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  doctrine  held  by 
Holt,  chief  juftice,  in  the  King 
againft  Chalk,  in  the  borough  of 
Wilton,  1  Raymond,  fo.  225,  a 
misapplication  of  corporation  mo¬ 
ney  was  no  caufe  c >'  a  motion,  be- 
caufe  an  aClion  will  lie  againft  the 
party .”  —  He  quoted  an  in hn i te 
number  of  other  cafes,  together  with 
lord  Mansfield's  former  opinions, 
corroborating  this  petition  in  many 
points  of  view.  He  then  made 
loins  ft riking  obftrvatlons  upon  the 
nature  of  charitable  donations*  veftecl 


in  the  hands  of  corporations,  and 
furnifhed  the  court  with  much  enter¬ 
tainment  at  the  expence  of  Mr. 

x 

Chamberlain  Wilkes,  in  his  late  cor- 
refpondence  with  Mr.  Joiiah  Born- 
ford. 

The  fecond  charge  was  extorting 
15I.  from  William  Parry,  nine  gui¬ 
neas  of  which  he  received  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  railing  two  fubftitutes,  the 
faid  Parry  having  been  difeharged 
by  the  alderman  from  a  criminal 
profecution,  on  condition  of  ferving 
his  majefty.  He  averred  that  it  did 
not  appear,  either  upon  the  petition 
or  the  return  of  the  mandamus,  that 
the  alderman  had  not  actually  raifed 
the  fubftitutes.  But  fuppofe  it  was 
not  fo,  this  was  no  crime  in  his  cli¬ 
ent’s  corporate  capacity.  The  al¬ 
derman  Ihould  have  been  indicted, 
and  the  record  of  conviction  might 
have  operated.  If  an  alderman  was 
thus  to  be  oufted  of  his  freehold, 
contrary  to  the  great  charter,  where 
the  fame  parties  were  accufers, 
judges,  witneftes,  and  jurymen,  then 
a  member  of  a  corporation  was  in 
fuch  a  miferablc  ftate  as  no  other 
citizen  could  pofiihly  be  placed.  If 
every  circumftance  which  was  ‘f  con¬ 
tra  bonus  mores  ”  was  to  be  punilli- 
cd  in  this  fummary  way,  perhaps 
gluttony  and  drunkennefs  (of  which 
crimes  he  did  not  prefume  the  cor¬ 
poration  in  queftion  were  guilty) 
might  be  made  grounds  of  a  mo  ¬ 
tion.  Pie  here  likewife  quoted  a 
variety  of  precedents  analogous  to 
his  purpofe,  particularly  King  and 
corporation  Gloucefter,  5  Bulftrode, 
— and  Bags  cafe  in  lord  Coke. 

His  client’s  crimes  had  formerly 
been  held  up  in  the  form  of  an 
Hydra,  but  they  were  now  fhrunk 
into  a  Cerberus  ;  there  being  only 
a  third  charge,  viz.  that  of  impri- 

fonment 
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fonment  for  debt  upon  efcape  war¬ 
rants,  The  liberality  of  the  p re¬ 
fs  nt  day  held  bankruptcy  to  be  no 
caufe  of  disfranchisement ;  how  then 
ihould  imprifonment  ?  and  this  was 
dear  in  the  determination  of  the  Li¬ 
verpool  cafe,  reported  2d  Burrows, 
folio  723.  He  here,  with  great 
force  and  feeling,  painted  the  mif- 
chiefs  that  might  arife  from  fuch  a 
power  being  veiled  in  corporations, 
as  to  disfranchife  for  involuntary 
ab fence.  What  opinions  had  the  ci¬ 
tizens  hitherto  held  ?  had  they  been 
always  fo  fcrupuloully  exafl  ?  Al¬ 
derman  Lee  was  four  years  abfent 
an  agent  for  congrefs,  then  in  open 
arms  againft  this  country  ;  alderman 
Peckham  abroad  four  or  five  years 
to  recover  his  health  ;  the  late  al¬ 
derman  Bridgen  had  not  attended 
duty  for  nine  years,  only  in  the  lall 
aft  of  his  political  life  he  had  expiated 
all  his  offences,  arifing  from  negleft, 
by  giving  a  calling  vote  for  the  pre- 
fent  worthy  recorder  (a  general 
laugh.)  Where  were  the  disfran- 
chilements  at  that  time  ?  O11  the 
contrary,  his  unhappy  client,  after 
being  ruined  by  the  American  war, 
ft  ripped  ©f  his  property  by  a  lecond 
commiflion  of  bankruptcy  (fince 
proved  to  have  been  iffued  illegally) 
had  all  the  power  and  the  vengeance 
of  the  corporation  poured  forth  upon 
hfrn.  Was  not?  the  prefent  cham¬ 
berlain  elefted  an  alderman  when 
under  a  more  fevere  predicament  ? 
Mr.  Garrovv  then,  in  a  very  animat¬ 
ed  manner,  drew  his  conclufion,  and 
craved  judgment  of  the  court,  to  re- 
llore  Mr.  Wooldridge  to  his  feat 
amongft  the  elders  of  the  citv. 

Mr.  Gibbs  anfwered,  in  a  very- 
ingenious  fpeech,  in  which  he  ad¬ 
duced  two  cafes,  that  claimed  the 
attention  of  the  court,  in  fupport  of 


the  third  charge — -firft  cafe,  dying 
and  Truebody,  a  capital  burgefs  of 
Lellwithel,  in  Cornwall,  2  Ray¬ 
mond,  fol.  1273 — and  King  and 
Glvde,  a  member  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  Exeter,  reported  in  4th 
Modern,  fol.  33.  Both  of  thefe 
cafes  went  to  this  point,  that  a  cor¬ 
porator  being  removed  out  of  the 
j urifdiftion ,  and  being  incapable  of 
performing  his  duty,  it  was  held 
good  ground  to  remove  him.  Mr. 
Gibbs  ufed  feveral  other  forcible 
arguments,  and  was  replied  to  by 
Mr.  Garrow. 

Lord  Mansfield.  —  The  cafe  has 
been  well  argued.  He  was  always 
defirous,  that  corporation  queiiions 
might  be  defined  with  as  much  accu¬ 
racy  as  poffible.  The  fin!  charge, 
reipefting  Sir  John  Langham’s  cha¬ 
rity,  does  not  feem  to  be  a  fufficient 
ground,  it  is  not  charged  to  be  done 
corruptly.  The  fecond,  if  true, 
was  an  offence  as  a  juftice  of  the 
peace,  and  therefore  again  ft  the  ge¬ 
neral  law  of  the  land— -mull  be  a 
previous  conviftion,  The  fail  head 
is  of  great  confequence.  The  two 
cafes,  adduced  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  mint 
be  well  confidered.  A  man  is  not 
a  corporator  for  his  own  fake — 
when  he  ceafes  to  be  in  a  condition 
to  perform  the  duty,  the  queftion 
is,  whether  he  ought  to  remain. 
His  lordfhip  therefore  defired  to 
have  a  further  hearing  on  the  third 

p 

head,  in  the  courfe  ot  next  term. 

Mr.  Juftice  B niter.  — The  firft 
charge,  clearly  no  offence  againft  the 
corporation.  The  fecond,  merely 
a  fubjefl  for  common  law,  and  there¬ 
fore  there  muft  be  a  previous  con- 
tiftion.  1’he  third,  he  defired  a 
farther  argument,  to  be  treated  un¬ 
der  two  heads  ;  namely,  find,  bow 
far  it  may  a  If  eft  the  public  adminif* 

tration 
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tration  of  juftice:  fecondly,  to  what 
extent  it  may  militate  with  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  city  and  corporation. 

Lord  Mansfield  aflented.  And 
thus  Mr,  Wooldridge  has  complete¬ 
ly  fucceeded  in  the  two  molt  impor¬ 
tant  points,  and  has  only  to  wait 
until  next  term  for  a  folemn  adju¬ 
dication  of  the  third. 

7  The  high  (her  iff  of  the 
3°  county  of  Dublin,  in  Ireland, 
received  his  fentence  from  the  court 
of  King’s -Bench,  to  be  imprifoned 
for  one  week,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of 
five  marks. 


DECEMBER  1784. 

^  A  moll;  remarkable  murder 

L*  was  perpetrated  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner,  by  a  journeyman  bar¬ 
ber  that  lives  near  Hyde  Park  Cor¬ 
ner,  who  had  been  for  a  long  time 
part  jealous  of  his  wife,  but  could 
no  way  bring  it  home  to  her  :  a 
young  gentleman  by  chance  coming 
into  his  maker’s  fhop  to  be  fhaved 
and  d reified ;  and,  being  in  liquor, 
mentioned  his  having  feen  a  fine 
girl  home  to  Hamilton-kreet,  from 
whom  he  had  certain  favours  the 
night  before,  at  the  fame  time  de- 
fcribisg  her  perfon  ;  the  barber, 
concluding  it  to  be  his  wife,  in  the 
height  of  his  frenzy  cut  the  gen¬ 
tleman’s  throat  from  ear  to  ear, 
and  abfconded. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dublin ,  Dec.  4. 

^  Saturday  laft  three  attach - 
^  Aw  ments  were  granted  (unlefs 
caufe  to  the  contrary  is  ftiewn)  by 
the  court  of  King’s-Bench,  againft 
the  three  magiffrates  who  convened 
the  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Mayo,  agreeably  to  a  requilition, 
for  the  purpofe  of  confidering  of  the 


neceffity  of  a  parliamentary  reform* 
and  to  ele£l  delegates  to  meet  in 
national  congrefs.  * 

q  »  On  caking  up  the  fcr utiny 
at  the  Eaft- India  houfe  in 
Leadenhall-kreet,  for  the  ele&ion  of 
a  director  in  the  room  of  Charles 
Boddam,  efq;  deceafed  (exclufive 
of  five  double  ballots,  which  were 
of  courfe  thrown  out  as  illegal)  the 
numbers  kood — 

For  James  MofFatt,  efq;  373 
Thomas  Pattle,jun. efq;  285 

Majority  88 

,  At  eleven  o’clock  came  on, 
11  n‘  before  lord  chief  baron  Skyn- 
ner  and  afpecial  jury,  at  Guildhall, 
the  new  trial  directed  by  the  court 
of  Exchequer,  in  an  adfion  of  da¬ 
mages  brought  by  captain  Sutton, 
of  the  Iks,  againk  commodore  John- 
kone,  who  commanded  a  fleet  bound 
to  the  Eak-Indies.  The  latter  had 
put  the  former  under  arrek  at  Port 
Praya,  alledging  that  the  captain 
had  not  done  his  duty  in  the  afition 
which  took  place  with  Monfieur 
Suffrein’s  fquadron  in  that  port. 
The  new  trial  was  granted  at  the  in- 
kance  of  the  commodore,  to  relieve 
himfelf  from  a  former  verdift  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  captain  on  the  fame 
aftion,  for  five  thoufand  pounds. 
There  being  a  greater  number  of 
witnefles  than  were,  perhaps,  ever 
examined  in.  any  caufe,  the  trial 
laked  all  the  day  on  Saturday,  the 
whole  night,  and  yekerday  until  two 
o’clock,  when  the  jury  gave  a  ver¬ 
dict  in  favour  of  captain  Sutton,  for 
fix  thoufand  pounds. — There  never 
was  an  inkance  in  this  kingdom, 
before  this,  of  a  trial  for  damages 
that  occupied  the  attention  of  a  court 
for  twenty-fix  hours  without  inter- 
million. 
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,  The  remains  of  the  much- 
2Gt  lamented  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon 
were  interred  in  Weltminlter-abbey. 
The  proceifion,  confiding  of  a  hearfe 
and  fix  with  the  corple,  and  ten 
mourning  coaches  and  four,  fet  out 
from  Bolt-court,  Fleet-ltreet,  a  few 
minutes  after  twelve  o’clock,  being 
followed  by  feveral  gentlemen’s  car¬ 
riages,  mplt  of  the  company  in  which 
were  in  mourning.  At  one  o’clock 
the  corpfe  arrived  at  the  abbey, 
where  it  was  met  by  Dr.  Taylor, 
(who  read  the  funeral  fervice) 
and  feveral  prebends,  conduced  to 
the  Poet’s-corner,  and  laid  clofe  to 
the  remains  of  David  Garrick,  efq. 
The  principal  mourners  on  this  fo- 
lemn  occafion  were  Sir  Jolhua  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  Sir 
John  Hawkins,  Mr.  Colman,  and 
the  deceafed’s  faithful  black  fervant. 
There  were  prefent  befides,  Do&or 
Horlley,  General  Paoli,  Mr.  Ste¬ 
vens,  Mr.  Malone,  Rev.  Mr.  Stra- 
han,  Mr.  Hoole,  Mr.  Nichols,  and 
other  diilinguilhed  perfons.  A  great 
concourfe  of  people  were  affembled, 
who  behaved  with  a  degree  of  de¬ 
cency  fuitable  to  the  folemn  occa¬ 
fion. 

«  i  J.  Mackintolh,  jun.  efq; 
fhot  himfelf  in  his  lodgings 
at  one  of  the  hotels  in  Covent-Gar¬ 
den.  He  was  a  young  man  ofcha- 
rafter  and  diftin&ion,  lately  return¬ 
ed  from  the  Eafl-Indics,  where  he 
had  acquired  a  genteel  competency ; 
but  from  the  extravagancies  of  youth, 
had  expended  his  fortune,  and  found 
himfelf  in  very  embarraffed  circum- 
ftances.  He  had  ruminated  on  his 
fate  with  the  greateh  deliberation 
for  feveral  days,  and  had  conciliated 
his  mind  to  that  awful  and  horrible 
deftiny,  to  which  his  proud  fpirit 
and  precipitation  hurried  him.  Hav¬ 
ing  written  feveral  letters  to  his 
Vol.  XXVII. 
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friends,  and  one  to  a  pallry*cook 
under  the  Piazzas,  to  whom  he  was 
indebted  about  2I.  and  whom  he 
ordered  to  call  on  a  certain  gentle¬ 
man  on  Thurfday  next,  for  pay¬ 
ment,  mentioning  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  piftol  was  at  his  head ,  he, 
with  the  greated  compofure,  feized 
the  fatal  indrument,  and  put  a  period 
to  his  exidenee.  He  was  a  young 
gentleman  of  about  nineteen  years, 
upwards  of  fix  feet  high,  and  of  a 
handfome  and  agreeable  afpeft. 


BIRTHS  for  the  year  1784, 

Dec.  24.  1783.  Her  ferene  high- 
nei’s  the  princefs  of  Wir- 
temberg,  of  a  princefs. 

Feb.  2.  The  ripht  hon.  the  coun- 

O 

tefs  of  Wedmoreland,  of 
a  fon. 

4.  The  right  hon.  lady  Al¬ 
gernon  Percy,  of  two 
fons. 

12.  The  right  hon.  vif- 
countefs  Maitland,  of  a 
fon. 

1 4.  The  righthon.  lady  Louifa 
Macdonald,  of  a  fon. 

March 23.  The  right  hon.  lady  St. 

John,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

April  12.  The  lady  of  the  hon, 
col.  Rodney,  of  a  fon. 

May  2.  Her  royal  highnefs  prin- 
cefs  Sophia  Frederica, 
confort  to  prince  F rederic 
of  Denmark,  of  a  daugh- 
•  ter. 

7.  The  lady  of  Philip  Yorke, 
efq;  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

June  13.  The  right  hon.  lady  vif- 
countefs  Chewton,  of  a 
fon  and  heir. 

Sunday  lad,  of  a  fon, 
vifeountefs  Tournour. 

in  Jaiy 
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July  35.  The  right  horn,  the  coun- 
tefs  Traquair,  of  a  fon. 

21.  Lady  Frances  Alicia  Ben- 
yon,  of  a  fon. 

Aug.  6.  Vifcountefs  Stormont,  of 
a  fon. 

10.  Lady  of  his  grace  the 
lord  archbifhop  of  Ca- 
Ihel,  of  a  fon. 

Countefs  of  Leicefter, 
of  a  daughter. 

24.  Lady  of  the  right  hon. 
William  Eden,  of  a 
daughter. 

Lady  Page,  of  a  daughter. 

Sept.  2.  Duchefs  of  Beaufort,  of 
a  fon. 

13.  Hereditary  princefs  of  Ba¬ 
den,  of  a  prince. 

Oft.  9,  Lady  of  the  hon.  Francis 
Talbot,  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Shrewlbury,  ©f  a 
daughter. 

O 

14.  The  princefs  of  Afturias, 
of  a  fon. 

Lady  of  lord  George  Ca~ 
vendifti,  of  a  fon. 

16.  Right  hon.  lady  Deer- 
hurit,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

22.  Archduchefs  of  Milan,  of 
a  princefs. 

28.  Lady  of  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior,  of  a  princefs. 

Nov.  22.  Lady  vifcountefs  Galway, 
of  a  daughter. 

7.  Lady  of  the  hon,  John 
Byng,  of  a  fon. 

29.  LadyLewifham,  of  a  f«n. 

Dec.  2.  Right  hon.  lady  Frances 

Morgan,  of  a  daughter. 
Lately,  the  grand  duchefs 
of  Rufiia*of  a  princefs. 

14.  Queen  of  Naples,  of  a 
princefs. 

MARRIAGES  for  the  year  1784. 
Jan.  9.  C@L  Thomas  Dundas,  of 


Fingaik,  to  lady  Eliza¬ 
beth  Eleonora  Home, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  earl 
of  Home. 

Feb.  5.  The  horn  and  rev.  Edward 
Venables  Vernon,  to  la¬ 
dy  Anne  Levefon  Gower. 

26.  John  Boyd,  efq;  fon  of  Sir 
John  Boyd,  hart,  to  Mii's 
Harley,  daughter  to  the 
right  hon.  Thomas  Har¬ 
ley. 

April  13.  The  right  hon.  lord  Na¬ 
pier,  to  Mifs  Cl avering, 
eldeft  daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Clavering,  bart. 

May  5.  - - -  Byron,  efq;  to  the 

hon.  Mifs  Talbot,  niece 
to  the  earl  of  Shrews¬ 
bury. 

7,  The  right  hon,  lord  Clive, 
to  the  right  hon.  lady 
Henrietta  Herbert,  fifter 
to  the  earl  of  Powis. 

34.  Captain  Hervey,  of  the 
royal  navy,  to  the  right 
hon.  lady  Louifa  Nugent, 
daughter  to  earl  Nugent, 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

June  9.  The  right  hon.  lord  Sal- 
toun,  to  Mifs  Frafer, 
daughter  to  Simon  Fra¬ 
fer,  efq. 

18.  The  right  hon.  lord  Lias - 
daff,  to  lady  Catherine 
Skeffington,  fifter  to  the 
earl  of  Maftarene. 

23.  John  Bridgeman,  efq;  fe- 
cond  fon  of  Sir  H.  Bridge- 
man,  bart.  to  Mifs  Worf- 
ley,  daughter  of  the  right 
hon.  lady  Eliz.Worftey. 

28.  The  hon.  George  Ferdi¬ 
nand  Fitzroy,  eldeft  fon 
of  lord  Southampton,  to 
Mifs  Keppel,  daughter  to 
tfoe  late  biftiop  of  Exeter. 

Evan 
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Evan  Law,  efq;  fon  of 
the  Bilhop  of  Carlifle,  to 
Mifs  Markham,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  archbilhop  of 
York. 

29.  The  right  hon.  lord  vif- 
count  Falmouth,  to  Mifs 
Crewe,  daughter  of  John 
Crewe,  efq;  of  Bolef- 
worth-caftle,  in  Chefhire. 

July  14. - Cumberland,  efq; 

to  Mifs  Hobart,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Ho¬ 
bart. 

21.  The  right  hon.  William 
Wyndham,  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Egremont,  to  Mifs 
Harford,  natural  daugh¬ 
ter  of  lord  Baltimore, 
and  late  Mrs.  Morris. 

31.  James  Trail,  efq;  to  the 
right  hon.  lady  Janet 
Sinclair,  filler  to  the  earl 
of  Caithnefs. 

Aug.  6.  Thomas  Ord,  efq;  to 
Mrs.  Broderick,  widow 
of  Edward  Broderick, 
efq; 

11.  Right  hon.  lord  Balgonie, 
eldelt  fon  of  the  earl  of 
Leven  and  Melville,  to 
Mifs  Thornton,  daughter 
of  John  Thornton,  efq; 
of  Clapham. 

17.  The  hon.  admiral  Digby, 
to  Mrs.  Jauncy,  eldell 
daughter  of  Andrew  El¬ 
liott,  late  governor  of 
New  York. 

21.  The  hon.  John  Cranfield 
Berkeley,  one  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  in  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  county  of 
Glouceller,  to  the  hon. 
Mifs  Charlotte  Lenox, 
daughter  of  lord  George 
Lenox,  brother  to  the 
duke  of  Richmond. 


28.  Lord  St.  Afaph,  fon  to 
the  earl  of  Afhburnham, 
to  the  hon.  MifsThynne, 
third  daughter  of  lord 
vifcount  Weymouth. 

Sept.  9.  Richard  Pepper  Arden, 
efq;  his  majelty’s  attor- 
ney- general,  to  Mifs 
Wilbraham  Bootle,  eld- 
ell  daughter  of  Richard 
Wilbraham  Bootle,  efq. 

23.  Montagu  Wilfon,  efq; 
to  Mifs  Hobart,  elded; 
daughter  of  the  hon. 
Henry  Hobart,  brother  to 
the  earl  of  Buckingham. 

28.  Prince  Charles  of  Meek- 
lenburgh  Strelitz,  fecond 
brother  to  her  majelly,  to 
princefs  Charlotte,  of 
Heffe-Caffel. 

Oil,  4.  Honourable  capt.  Doug¬ 
las,  of  the  firft  regiment 
of  foot-guards,  to  Mifs 
Lafcelles. 

Nov.  10.  Richard  Langley,  efq;  to 
the  hon.  Mifs  Willough¬ 
by,  daughter  of  the  right 
hon.  Henry  lord  Mid¬ 
dleton. 

16.  Earl  of  Euhon,  eldell 
fon  of  the  duke  of  Graf¬ 
ton,  to  lady  Horatia 
Waldegrave,  fecond 
daughter  of  the  duchefs 
of  Glouceller,  and  filler 
to  the  prefent  countefs  of 
Waldegrave. 

18.  Reginald  Pole  Carevv, 
efq;  to  Mifs  Jemima 
Y orke,  only  daughter  of 
the  hon.  John  Yorke. 

29.  Thomas  Bovet,  efq;  to 
the  hon.  Mifs  Seymour, 
daughter  of  the  right  hon. 
and  rev.  lord  Francis 
Seymour,  and  niece  to 
the  duke  of  Somerfet. 

[P]  2  Principal 
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Principal  PROMOTIONS  for  the 

Tear  1784  ;  from  the  London  Ga¬ 
zette,  &c. 

Dec.  26,  1783.  The  right  hon. 
James  Grenville,  to  be  of  his 
majeily’s  moll  honourable  privy 
council. 

■ —  30.  Thomas  Pitt,  efq;  the 
dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of 
lord  Camelford,  baron  of  Bocon- 
noc,  in  the  county  of  Cornwal. 

—  31.  Heneage,  earl  of  Ayles- 
ford,  Thomas,  lord  Wallingham, 
and  the  right  hon.  William  Wynd- 
ham  Grenville,  to  be  of  his  ma- 
jehy’s  moll  honourable  privy  coun¬ 
cil. 

Thomas,  earl  of  Clarendon,  to 
be  chancellor  of  the  duchy  and  coun¬ 
ty  palatine  of  Lancaker. 

jan.  1,  1784.  Philip,  earl  of 
Cheilerheld,  to  be  his  majelly’s 
ambalfador  extraordinary  and  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  the  king  of  Spain. 

—  2.  Arthur  Stanhope,  efq; 
to  be  his  majelly’s  fecretary  of  ern- 
baffy  to  the  king  of  Spain. 

Heneage,  earl  of  Aylesford,  to 
be  captain  of  the  yeomen  of  his 
majelly’s  guard. 

George,  lord  de  Ferrars,  to  be 
captain  of  his  majelly’s  band  of  gen¬ 
tlemen  peniioners. 

John,  earl  of  Galloway,  to  be 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  majefly’s 
bed-chamber. 

—  6.  Charles,  earl  of  Tanker- 
ville,  and  Henry  Frederic,  lord 
Carteret,  to  the  office  of  poh-maf- 
ter  general. 

The  right  hon.  fir  George  Yonge, 
hart,  to  be  his  majelly’s  fecretary 
at  war. 

—  7.  Philip,  earl  of  Cheker- 
£eld,  to  be  of  his  majelly’s  moll 
honourable  privy  council. 


—  13.  The  right  hon.  Thomas 
Kelly,  to  be  one  of  the  jullices  of 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  vice  Godfrev 
Pitt,  efq;  deceafed. 

Sir  Samuel  Bradllreet,  bart.  Al¬ 
exander  C'rooklhank,  efq;  and  Pe¬ 
ter  Merge,  efq;  to  be  jullices  of 
the  court  of  King’s-Bench  and 
Common  Pleas,  and  a  baron  of  the 
court  of  Exchequer,  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  refpeflively,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  number  of  jullices 
heretofore  appointed  for  the  faid 
courts. 

■ — ■  31.  Hugh,  duke  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  to  the  dignity  of  a 
baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  lord  Lo¬ 
vable,  baron  of  Alnwick  in  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  during 
his  natural  life,  with  remainder  to 
Ids  fecond  ion,  lord  Algernon 
Percy. 

The  right  hon.  Henry  Frederic 
Carteret,  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron 
of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
by  the  title  of  baron  Carteret,  of 
.Kawnes  in  the  county  of  Bedford, 
with  remainder  to  the  fecond  and 
other  fons  of  lord  vifcount  Wey¬ 
mouth. 

Edward  Eliot,  efq;  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  baron 
Eliot,  of  St.  Germains,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Cornwal. 

Richard  Gamon,  efq;  to  be  one 
of  his  majelly’s  commiffioners  for 
the  management  of  the  duties  on 
fait. 

Thomas  Allle,  efq;  to  the  office 
of  keeper  of  the  rolls  and  records  of 
the  court  of  chancery  in  the  tower 
of  London. 

Lately,  the  right  hon.  Ifaac  Barre, 
to  be  clerk  of  the  pells  in  the  court 
of  Exchequer. 

3  Feb* 
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Feb.  9.  Lord  George  Henry 
Lenox,  to  be  of  his  majefty’s  moil 
honourable  privy  council. 

—  10.  The  earl  of  Effingham, 
to  the  office  of  mailer  and  worker  of 
his  majefty’s  mint. 

Lord  George  Henry  Lenox,  to 
be  conftable  of  the  tower  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  his  majefty’s  lieutenant 
and  cuftos  rotulorum  of  the  tower 
hamlets. 

The  honourable  John  Thomas 
Townfhend,  to  be  one  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  under-fecretaries  of  ftate  for 
the  home  department. 

Sir  Edmund  Affieck,  bart.  to  be 
rear  admiral  of  the  blue. 

—  11.  Charles,  duke  of  Rut¬ 
land,  to  be  lieutenant  general  and 
general  governor  of  his  majefty’s 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—  13.  The  prince  of  Wales 
has  been  pleafed  to  make  the  follow¬ 
ing  appointments  in  his  royal  high- 
nefs’s  houlhold,  viz. 

Colonel  Hulfe,  to  be  comptroller 
of  the  houfhold. 

Colonel  Stevens  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  St.  Leger,  to  be  grooms  of 
the  bed-chamber. 

Major  Churchill,  and  the  ho- 
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nourable  captain  Ludlow,  to  be 
equerries. 

—  21.  The  reverend  William 
Buller,  D.  D.  to  the  dignity  of 
dean  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Ex¬ 
eter,  vice  Dr  Jeremiah  Milles. 

The  reverend  George  Prettyman, 
M.  A.  to  the  dignity  of  a  preben¬ 
dary  of  the  collegiate  church  of 
Weftminfter,  -vice  the  rev.  William 
Stockwood. 

The  reverend  Edward  Wilfon, 
M.  A.  to  the  dignity  of  a  pre¬ 
bendary  of  his  majefty’s  free  cha¬ 
pel  of  Windfor,  vice  Dr.  William 
fuller. 

Lieutenant-general  William  Au- 
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guftus  Pitt,  to  be  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majefty’s  land  forces  in 
Ireland. 

—  24.  Pvichard,  earl  of  Morn- 
ington,  and  Thomas  Orde,  efq;  to 
be  of  his  majefty’s  molt  honourable 
privy  council  for  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

Thomas  Orde,  efq;  appointed  by 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  be 
his  chief  fecretary. 

—  28.  Richard,  earl  of  Shan¬ 
non,  George,  vifcount  Mount  Edg- 
cumbe,  and  Thomas,  lord  Walfing- 
ham,  to  the  office  of  vice-treafurer 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

David  Reid,  efq;  to  be  one  of 
his  majefty’s  commiffioners  for  the 
receipt  and  management  of  the 
cuftoms  and  other  duties  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

March  5.  Jofhua  John,  lord 
Carysfort,  inverted  a  knight  of 
the  molt  illuftrious  order  of  St.  Pa¬ 
trick. 

— *  8.  William  Frafer,  Stephen 
Cottrel,  and  Evan  Nepean,  ef- 
quires,  to  be  commiffioners  for  ex¬ 
ecuting  the  office  of  keeper  of  the 
privy  leal. 

George,  earl  of  Orford,  to  the 
office  of  ranger  and  keeper  of  St. 
James’s  park, 

—  27.  Ralph  Heathcote,  efq; 
his  majefty’s  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  the  ele&or  of  Cologne, 
to  be  alfo  his  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  the  landgrave  of  Heffe 
Caffel. 

The  reverend  Claudius  Crigan, 
A.  B.  nominated  by  the  duchefs 
dowager  of  Athol,  to  be  biftiop  of 
the  ifle  of  Man  and  Sodor,  vice  Dr. 
George  Mafon,  and  confirmed  by 
his  majefty. 

Robert,  lord  vifcount  Galway> 
to  be  comptroller  of  his  majefty’s 
houfhold. 

[P]  3  The 
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The  right  honourable  William 
Wyndham  Grenville,  and  Conftan- 
tine  John,  lord  Mulgrave,  to  the 
office  of  receiver  and  pay-mafter 
general  of  his  majefty’s  forces. 

Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq;  to  the  office 
of  mafter  or  keeper  of  the  rolls  or 
records  in  chancery,  ‘vice  fir  Thomas 
Sewel. 

■ —  28.  Richard  Hopkins,  efq; 
to  be  one  of  his  majefty’s  commift 
fioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
high  admiral,  vice  John  Modyford 
Heywood,  efq. 

—  29.  The  honourable  Rich- 
are  Howard,  appointed  by  the 
queen  to  be  fecretary  and  comp¬ 
troller  of  her  majefty’s  houftiold. 

—  30.  Richard  Pepper  Arden, 
efq;  to  be  his  majefty’s  attorney 
general,  vice  Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq. 

Richard  Pepper  Arden,  efq;  to 
the  fever al  offices  of  chief  juftice  of 
the  counties  of  Denbigh  and  Mont¬ 
gomery,  and  juftice  of  the  counties 
of  Chefter  and  Flint,  vice  Lloyd 
Kenyon,  efq. 

The  hon.  James  Luttrel,  to  the 
office  of  mafter  furveyor  of  his  ma^ 
jefty’s  ordnance. 

April  2.  Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq;  to 
be  of  his  majefty’s  molt  honourable 
privy  council. 

—  3.  Sir  Richard  Reynel,  bart. 
to  be  one  of  his  majefty’s  commif- 
ftoners  for  the  management  of  the 
duties  on  fait. 

—  7.  Archibald  Macdonald, 
efq;  to  be  his  majefty’s  folicitor 
general,  vice  Richard  Pepper  Ar¬ 
den,  efq. 

—  10.  The  reverend  Folliot 
Herbert  Walker  Cornevval,  M.  A. 
to  the  dignity  of  a  prebendary  of 
his  majefty’s  free  chapel  of  Windfor, 
vice  Dr.  Thomas  Hurdis. 

—  16.  Robert,  lord  vifcount 
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Galway,  to  be  of  his  majefty’s  moft 
honourable  privy  council. 

—  23.  Conftantine  John,  lord 
Mulgrave,  to  be  of  his  majefty’s 
moft  honourable  privy  council. 

—  26.  The  right  honourable 
John  Fofter,  to  the  office  of  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland. 

—  27.  The  reverend  William 
Cleaver,  to  the  dignity  of  a  preben¬ 
dary  of  his  majefty’s  collegiate 
church  of  Weftminfter,  vice  dodlor 
Thomas  Wilfon. 

Ifaac  Heard,  efq;  to  be  garter 
principal  king  of  arms,  vice  Ralph 
Bigland,  efq. 

—  28.  Daniel  Hailes,  efq;  to 
be  his  majefty’s  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  at  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
in  the  abfence  of  the  duke  ofDor- 
fet. 

— -  30.  The  hon.  lieutenant  col. 
Henry  Fitzroy  Stanhope,  appointed 
by  the  prince  of  Wales  to  be  a 
groom  of  his  royal  highnefs’s  bed¬ 
chamber. 

May  11.  George,  lord  Aber¬ 
gavenny,  to  the  dignities  of  vifcount 
and  earl  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  vifcount 
Nevil,  of  Birling,  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  and  earl  of  Abergavenny,  in 
the  county  of  Monmouth. 

George,  lord  de  Ferrars,  to  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  earl  of 
the  county  of  Leicefter. 

Henry,  lord  Paget,  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  an  earl  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  earl 
of  Uxbridge,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex. 

Sir  James  Lowther,  bart.  to  the 
dignities  of  baron,  vifcount,  and 
earl  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  by  the  title  of  baron  Lowther, 

of 
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of  Lowther  In  the  county  of  Weft- 
moreland,  baron  of  Kendal  in  the 
faid  county,  and  baron  of  Burgh  in 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  vifeount 
Lonfdale  and  vifeount  Lowther,  and 
earl  of  Lonfdale. 

Thomas,  lord  vifeount  Bulkeley, 
to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  lord  Bulkeley,  baron  of 
Beaumaris  in  the  county  of  Angle- 
fea. 

Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  baronet,  to 
the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title 
of  baron  Grey  de  Wilton  in  the 
county  of  Hereford. 

Sir  Charles  Cocks,  baronet,  to 
the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  lord  Sommers,  baron  of 
Evefham  in  the  county  of  Worcef- 
ter. 

John  Parker,  efq;  to  the  dignity 
of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  baron  Bo- 
ringdon,  of  Boringdon  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Devon. 

Noel  Hill,  efq;  to  the  dignity  of 
a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  baron  Ber¬ 
wick,  of  Attingham  in  the  county 
of  Salop. 

James  Dutton,  efq;  to  the  dignity 
of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  lord  Sher¬ 
borne,  baron  of  Sherborne  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter. 

David,  earl  of  Leven,  to  be  his 
majefty’s  high  commiffioner  to  the 
general  aflembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotland. 

The  rev.  William  Cecil  Pery, 
D.  D.  to  the  bifhopric  of  Limerick, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  vice  Dr. 
William  Gore. 

The  rev.  Chriftopher  Butfon, 
M.  A.  to  the  dignity  of  dean  of  the 


cathedral  church  of  Waterford,  vict 
the  rev.  Cutts  Harman. 

The  right  hon.  John  Scot,  to  be 
his  majefty’s  chief  jultice  of  the 
court  of  king’s-bench  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland. 

The  right  hon.  John  Scot,  to  the 
dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  by  the  title  of  baron 
Earlsfort,  of  Liffon-earl,  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary. 

—  1 8.  Henry  Reveley,  efq;  to 
be  one  of  the  commiffioners  for  his 
majefty’s  revenue  of  excife,  vice 
Charles  Garth,  efq. 

—  20.  The  rev.  Philip  Williams, 
A.  B.  to  be  chaplain  to  the  honour¬ 
able  the  houfe  of  commons,  vice 
Folliot  Herbert  Walker  Cornewal. 

June  2.  Commodore  Richard 
King,  to  the  honour  of  knighthood. 

—  19.  George,  lord  vifeount 
St.  Afaph,  appointed  by  the  prince 
of  Wales,  to  be  one  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  his  royal  highnefs’s  bed¬ 
chamber. 

—  29.  Alexander  Gordon,  of 
Rockville,  efq;  to  be  one  of  the 
lords  of  his  majefty’s  court  of  feflion 
for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  vice 
David  Dalrymple,  of  Weft-hall, 
efq. 

July  3.  Sir  James  Harris,  K.  B. 
to  be  his  majefty’s  envoy  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces. 

Alexander,  duke  of  Gordon,  to 
the  dignities  of  baron  and  earl  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  baron  Gordon,  of  Hunt- 
ley,  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter, 
and  earl  of  Norwich,  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk. 

John,  lord  Talbot,  to  the  dig¬ 
nities  of  vifeount  and  earl  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  vifeount  of  Ingeftrie,  in  the 
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county  of  Stafford,  and  earl  Talbot 
of  Henfol,  in  the  county  of  Gla¬ 
morgan. 

Richard,  lord  Grofvenor,  to  the 
dignities  of  vifcount  and  earl  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  vifcount  Belgrave,  in  the 
county  palatine  of  Chefter,  and  earl 
Grofvenor. 

Edward,  lord  Beaulieu,  to  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of 
earl  Beaulieu,  of  Beaulieu,  in  the 
county  of  Southampton. 

The  rev.  Hugh  Blair,  D.  D. 
and  William  Greenfield,  to  be 
joint  profeffors  of  rhetoric  and 
belles  lettres  in  the  univerfity  of 
Edinburgh. 

6.  Charles  Logie,  efq;  to 
be  his  majefty’s  conful  and  agent 
general  at  Algiers. 

— •  17.  The  right  hon.  fir  John 
Blaquiere,  K.  B.  and  Robert  War¬ 
ren,  of  Crookftown,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Cork,  efq;  to  the  dignity  of 
a  baronet  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

—  19.  James,  lord  vifcount 
Cliifden,  and  William  Brabazon 
Ponfonby,  efq;  to  be  his  majefty’s 
poft-mafters  general  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

—  24.  The  right  hon.  Lloyd 
Kenyon,  to  the  dignity  of  a  ba¬ 
ronet  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

—  28.  The  honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Weftey  Pole,  appointed  by 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to 
be  governor  of  the  Queen’s  coun¬ 
ty. 

Colonel  Thomas  Carleton,  to  be 
captain-general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  the  province  of  Neiv 
Brunfwick. 

Auguft  2.  Sir  John  Griffin  Grif¬ 


fin,  K.  B.  called  up,  by  writ  of 
fummons,  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
by  the  title  of  lord  Howard  of 
Walden. 

—  7.  Countefs  of  Harcourt, 
appointed  by  the  queen  to  be  one 
of  the  ladies  of  her  majefty’s  bed¬ 
chamber,  <vice  duchefs  of  Argyle. 

—  20.  James,  earl  of  Cour- 
town,  to  be  treafurer  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  houfhold,  and  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  moil  honourable  privy  coun¬ 
cil. 

—  21.  Robert  Waller,  efq;  to 
be  one  of  the  grooms  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  bed-chamber,  < vice  major  gen* 
St.  John. 

Major  general  Adeane,  to  be  one 
of  the  grooms  of  his  majefty’s  bed¬ 
chamber. 

Hon.  Keith  Stewart,  to  be  re¬ 
ceiver-general  of  his  majefty’s 
land  rents  and  cafualties  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

September  3.  Sir  James  Harris, 
K.  B.  to  be  of  his  majefty’s  moil 
honourable  privy  council. 

Thomas,  lord  Sydney,  the  right 
hon.  William  Pitt,  the  right  hon, 
Henry  Dundas,  Thomas,  lord  Wal- 
fmgham,  the  right  hon.  William 
Wyndnam  Grenville,  and  Con- 
ftantine  John,  Lord  Mulgrave,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  be  his 
majefty’s  commifiioners  for  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  India. 

George  Cranford,  efq;  to  be 
commiftary,  to  treat  with  the  com- 
miftaries  of  the  moll  chriftian 
king,  purfuant  to  the  late  treaty  of 
peace. 

Henry  Hew  Dalrymple,  efq;  to 
be  fecretary. 

—  18.  Jofeph  Frederic  Wallet 
Defbarres,  efq;  to  be  governor  of 
the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton. 

October  1/  Auguftus  Rogers* 

efq; 
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efq;  to  be  fecretary  to  his  majefty’s 
board  of  ordnance,  vice  John  Bod- 
dington,  efq. 

—  27.  His  royal  highnefs  prince 
Frederic  bifhop  of  Ofnaburg,  to 
be  colonel  of  the  Coldftream  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot  guards,  vice  general 
John,  earl  of  Waldegrave,  and 
to  be  a  lieutenant-general  in  the 
army. 

November  4.  George,  earl  Wal¬ 
degrave,  to  be  mafter  of  the  horfe 
to  l\er  majefty,  vice  the  late  earl 
Waldegrave. 

— .  13.  The  rev.  William  Pref- 
ton,  A.  M.  to  the  bilhopric  of  Ki(- 
lala  and  Achonry,  vice  Dr.  William 
Cecil  Pery. 

John,  lord  Howard  de  Walden, 
to  be  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulo- 
rum  of  the  county  of  Effex,  vice 
John  earl  Waldegrave. 

—  16.  Charles,  earl  Cornwal¬ 
lis,  to  be  conftable  of  the  tower  of 
London,  vice  lord  George  Henry 
Lenox. 

—  17.  George,  lord  Herbert, 
to  be  of  his  majefty’s  moft  honour¬ 
able  privy  council. 

—  20.  George,  lord  Herbert, 
to  be  vice  chamberlain  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  houftiold,  vice  George,  lord 
vifcount  Chewton,  now  earl  Wal¬ 
degrave. 

—  24.  Granville,  earl  Gower, 
to  be  keeper  of  the  privy  feal. 

—  27.  Prince  Frederic,  bifhop 
of  Ofnaburg,  to  the  dignities  of  a 
duke  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  an  earl  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  by  the  titles  of  duke 
of  York  and.  of  Albany,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and 
earl  of  Ulfter,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

—  30.  George  Grenville  Nu¬ 
gent  Temple,  earl  Temple,  to  the 
dignity  of  a  marquis  of  the  king¬ 


dom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title 
of  marquis  of  Buckingham,  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham. 

William,  earl  of  Shelburne,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  lord 
Wycombe,  baron  of  Chipping  Wy¬ 
combe,  in  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  and  K.  G.  to  the  dignities 
of  a  vifcount,  earl,  and  marquis  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  titles  of  vifcount  Caine  and 
Caufton,  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
earl  Wycombe,  of  Chipping  "Wy¬ 
combe,  in  the  county  of  Bucking¬ 
ham,  and  marquis  of  Lanfdown  in 
the  county  of  Somerfet. 

December  1 .  Charles,  lord  Cam¬ 
den,  to  be  prefident  of  his  majefty’s 
moft  honourable  privy  council. 

—  18.  Vere  Hunt,  jun.  efq; 

and  Jofeph  Hoare,  efq;  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  baronets  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 
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Berkjhire .  Charles  Dalbiac,  of 
Hungerford Park,  efq. 

Bucks .  Richard  Scrimpftiire,  of 
Amerfham,  efq. 

Cmnherland .  John  Chriftiao,  of 
Unerig,  efq. 

Chejhire.  Thomas  Willis,  of 
Sweetenham,  efq. 

Camhridgefhire  and  Huntingdon - 
Jhire  Thomas  Shepheard,  of 
March,  elq. 

Cornwall.  Jofeph  Beauchamp, 
of  Pengreep,  efq. 

Devon/hire.  Thomas  Lane,  of 

Coftieet,  efq. 

Dor/etjhire.  Ifaac  Sage,  of  Thorn¬ 
hill,  elq. 

Derhyjhire .  John  Radford,  of 
Smalley,  efq. 

,  Effex. 
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Effex.  Robert  Preflon,  of  Wood¬ 
ford,  efq. 

Gloucefterjhire.  Giles  Greenaway, 
©f  Barrington,  efq. 

Hertford/hire .  John  Thomas  El¬ 
lis,  of  Widfal  Hall,  efq. 

Herefordjjhire .  James  Walwyn, 
of  Longworth,  efq. 

Kent.  Charles  Booth,  of  Steed 
Hill,  efq. 

Leiceferjhire .  Charles  Grave 
Kudfon,  of  Wanlip,  efq. 

Lincolnjbire.  George  William 
Johnfon,  of  Witham  on  the  Hill* 
efq. 

Monmouth  fire.  Chriftoph.  Cham- 
bre,  of  Llangfoifl,  efq. 

Northumberland .  Sir  Francis 

Blake,  of  Fowbray,  efq. 

North  amptonjhire.  Richard  Kir¬ 
by,  of  Floore,  efq. 

Norfolk.  Sir  Thomas  Durrant, 
of  Scottow,  bart. 

Nottinghamfhire.  Pendock  Neale, 
of  Tollerton,  efq. 

Oxfordjhire .  Arthur  Annelley, 
of Bletchingdon,  efq. 

Rutlandjhire .  John  Hawkins,  of 
Brooke,  efq. 

Shropjhire.  William  Child,  of 
Kinlett,  efq. 

Somerfetjhire .  Andrew  Guy,  of 
Enmore,  efq. 

Stafford/hire .  John  Edenfor 
Heathcote,  of  Longton,  efq. 

Suffolk .  John  Wenyeve,  of  Bret- 
ten  ham,  efq. 

Southampton .  Sir  John  Carter, 
©f  Portfmouth,  knt. 

Surrey.  William  Alderfey,  of 
Stoke,  near  Guildford,  efq. 

Suf ex.  Thomas  Dennett,  of 
Afhhurd,  efq. 

W arvoickfhire.  Jofeph  Boultbee, 
of  Baxterley,  efq. 

W or'cefterjhire ,  Thomas  Bund,  of 
Wick,  efq. 


Wiltfhire.  Wm.  Chafm  Grove, 
of  Zeals,  efq. 

Torkjhire.  William  Danby,  of 
Swinton,  efq. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Brecon.  Edmund  Williams,  of 
Tymawr,  efq. 

Carmarthen.  Robt.  Banks  Hodg- 
kinfon,  of  Edwinsford,  efq. 

Cardigan.  William  Williams,  of 
Cardigan,  efq. 

Glamorgan.  John  Richards,  of 
Energlyn,  efq. 

Pe?nbroke.  John  Protheroe,  of 
Egermont,  efq. 

Radnor.  Bufbe  Shelley,  of  Mi- 
chaelchurch,  efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Anglefey.  Thomas  Afhton  Smith, 
of  Trefarthyn,  efq. 

Carnarvon.  Robert  Wynne,  of 
Llanerch,  efq. 

Denbigh.  John  Ellis,  of  Eyton* 
efq. 

Flint.  Thomas  Patton,  of  Flint, 
efq. 

Merioneth.  David  Roberts,  of 
Blaenyddol,  efq. 

Montgomery (hire.  Bell  Lloyd,  of 
Bodfach,  efq. 

February  13,  1784. 

His  Majejly  in  Council  <was  pleafed 

to  appoint  the  following  Sheriffs , 

viz. 

Bedfordjhire.  William  Goldfmith, 
of  Streatly,  efq. 

Warvjickfhire .  Francis  Burdett, 
of  Bramcote,  efq;  in  the  room 
of  Jofeph  Boultbee,  of  Baxterley, 
efq. 


DEATHS, 


C  H  R  O  N 

DEATHS,  1784. 

Dec.  5,  1783.  In  the  eighth  year 
of  her  age,  her  royal  highnefs  made- 
moifelle  of  France,  daughter  of  the 
count  d’Artois. 

Lately,  the  right  hon.  John  earl 
and  baron  of  Wandesford  in  Ireland, 
baron  of  Calllecomer,  and  a  baronet. 
The  title  is  extinCl. 

In  the  70th  year  of  her  age,  her 
royal  highnefs  Frederica  Louifa, 
margravine  dowager  of  Branden- 
burgh  Anfpach,  mother  to  the 
reigning  margrave,  and  filler  to  the 
king  of  PruiTia. 

Jan.  8.  The  hon.  John  Damer, 
only  brother  to  Jofeph  lord  Milton. 

Lord  Charles  Montague,  brother 
to  the  duke  of  Mancheifer. 

9.  In  the  5  8th  year  of  his  age,  fir 
George  Savile,  baronet,  defcended 
from  the  Saviles,  marquifes  of  Ha¬ 
lifax.  The  title  is  extinCt. 

10.  The  hon.  Letitia  Sandys, 
daughter  to  Samuel,  firfl  lord 
Sandys. 

1 1 .  The  right  hon.  fir  Edward 

Walpole,  fecond  fon  of  Robert  firfl 
earl  of  Orford,  knight  of  the  Bath, 
and  a  privy  counfellor  in  Ireland. 
He  was,  firfl,  fecretary  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  then  joint  fe¬ 
cretary  to  the  treafury  ;  and,  lallly, 
clerk  of  the  pells  in  his  majefty’s  ex¬ 
chequer.  Sir  Edward  was  never 
married,  but  has  left  three  illegiti¬ 
mate  daughters  ;  1 .  The  reliCl  of  bi- 
fhop  Keppel ;  2.  Maria,  married, 
firfl,  to  James  earl  Waldegrave, 
and,  fecondly,  to  his  royal  highnefs 
the  duke  of  Gloucefler ;  3.  the 

countefs  of  Dyfart. 

15.  In  the  80th  year  of  her  age, 
the  right  hon.  the  countefs  dowager 
of  Home,  relidl  of  William  earl  of 
Home. 

23.  At  Florence,  in  the  6iflvear 
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of  his  age,  Charles  Edward  Louis 
Stewart,  eldefl  fon  of  James  Francis 
Edward  Stewart,  the  only  furviving 
fon  of  king  James  II.  tie  died 
without  ifiue,  and  has  left  behind 
him  an  only  brother,  Henry  Bene¬ 
dict,  born  Feb.  23,  1725,  bifhop  of 
Corinth,  and  cardinal  of  York. 

26.  In  the  30th  year  of  her  age, 
the  right  hon.  Amelia,  baronefs  Co¬ 
mers,  only  furviving  child  of  the 
late  earl  of  Holdernefie.  She  was 
firfl  married  to  Francis  Godolphin 
Ofborne,  marquis  of  Carmarthen, 
by  whom  lhe  had  two  fons  and  a 
daughter  ;  and  being  divorced,  fhe 
married,  fecondly,  the  hon.  capt. 
Byron,  only  fon  of  admiral  Byron. 
She  is  fucceeded  in  her  title  by 
George  William  Frederic  Ofborne, 
her  eldefl  fon  by  the  marquis  of 
Carmarthen. 

30.  The  right  hon.  Henry  Lid- 
del,  lord  Ravenfworth.  He  has  left 
ifiiie  one  daughter,  married,  firfl,  to 
the  duke  of  Grafton,  and,  being- 
divorced,  fhe  married,  fecondly,  to 
the  earl  of  Upper  Offory. 

Lately,  at  Halifax,  in  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia,  the  right  hon.  lord  Charles 
Grevile  Montague,  fon  to  the  late 
and  brother  to  the  prefent  duke  of 
Manchefler. 

Feb.  13.  In  the  71ft  year  of  his 
age,  the  rev.  Jeremiah  Milles,  D.D, 
dean  of  Exeter,  and  prefident  of  the 
fociety  of  antiquaries. 

2i.  Sir  Robert  Ilarland,  baronet, 
admiral  of  the  blue. 

25.  The  right  hon,  Caroline,  ba¬ 
ronefs  Forrefler,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  reliCt  of  the  late  George 
Cockburne,  efq;  comptroller  of  the 
navy.  She  is  fucceeded  in  her  title 
by  her  only  daughter  Anne  Mary 
Cockburne. 

March  6.  The  right  hon.  fir  Tho¬ 
mas  Sewel,  knight,  mailer  of  the 

rolls. 
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rolls,  and  member  of  his  majelly’s 
molt  honourable  privy  council. 

Sir  Robert  Gerard,  baronet. 

8.  The  right  hon.  Catharine, 
countefs  dowager  of  Litchfield,  re¬ 
lift  of  Robert,  laft  earl  of  Litch¬ 
field. 

April  2.  The  right  hon.  lady 
Anne  Purves,  filler  to  Hugh,  earl  of 
Marchmont. 

3.  The  right  hon.  Cadwallader 
Davis,  lord  Blayney,  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland.  The  title  is  ex- 
tinft. 

The  right  hon.  John,  lord  An- 
naly,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
lord  chief  juftice  of  the  court  of 
king’s  bench,  and  one  of  his  ma- 
jeliy’s  moll  honourable  privy  coun- 
fellors  in  that  kingdom. 

io.  In  the  77th  year  of  her  age, 
the  right  hon.  Elizabeth,  countefs  of 
Mansfield,  daughter  to  Daniel, 
ilxth  earl  of  Winchelfea. 

13.  Sir  Bourchier  Wray,  bart. 

14.  The  right  hon.  James  lord 
Eollo,  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

15.  The  rev.  Thomas  Wilfon, 
D.  D.  prebendary  of  Weltminller, 
and  reftor  of  St.  Stephen’s,  Wal- 
brook.  He  was  the  only  furviving 
fon  of  Dr.  Thomas  Wilfon,  lord  bi- 
fhop  of  Sodor  and  Man. 

In  the  76th  year  of  his  age,  his 
ferene  highnefs  Maximilian  Frede¬ 
ric,  count  of  Konigfegg  Rothenfells, 
archbilhop  and  eleftor  of  Cologne, 
and  bifhop  of  Munller. 

16.  On  board  the  Sandwich 
packet,  in  his  palfage  from  Nevis, 
Richard  Oliver,  efq;  formerly  an 
alderman,  and  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  city  of  London. 

21.  The  princefs  of  Tour  and 
Taxis,  confer t  of  the  prince  of 
Oettinguen. 

26,  Prince  Francis  Adolphus,  of 
Anhalt  Bembourg  Schambourg. 
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27.  The  right  hon.  David  DaL 
rymple. 

28.  The  right  hon.  the  countefs  of 
Waldegrave,  filler  to  earl  Gower. 

30.  The  prince  bifhop  of  Liege. 

May  2.  The  honourable  mifs  Bur- 
rel,  only  daughter  of  fir  Peter  Bur- 
rel  and  lady  Willoughby  of  Erelby. 

Lately,  the  right  hon.  the  coun¬ 
tefs  of  Kingfion,  lady  to  the  prefent 
earl,  and  mother  to  lord  King  (bo¬ 
rough. 

24.  Catharine,  dowager  lady  vif- 
countefs  JMetterville,  mother  to  the 
prefent  lord  vifcount  Netterville. 

Jane  3.  The  right  hon.  Wilhel- 
mina  Catharina,  dowager  lady  King, 
daughter  of  John  Troy,  efq;  of 
Brabant. 

4.  Hon.  Mrs.  Needham,  filler  to 
the  prefent  lord  vifcount  Kilmorey.. 

8.  The  right  hon.  the  countefs 
dowager  of  Elfex,  mother  of  the 
prefent  earl  of  Elfex,  and  youngelc 
daughter  of  the  lecond  duke  of 
Bedford. 

11.  Right  hon.  Catharine,  coun¬ 
tefs  dowager  of  Egmont,  filler  to 
the  earl  of  Northampton.  The 
Irifh  barony  of  Arden,  enjoyed  by 
her  ladylhip  in  her  own  right,  de~ 
fcends  to  her  eldell  fon,  the  hon. 
George  Perceval,  now  lord  Arden. 

15.  Sir  Barnard  Turner,  knight, 
alderman  of  Cordwainer’s  ward, 
and  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  South¬ 
wark. 

17.  The  hon.  David  Stuart,  fon 
of  the  late,  and  brother  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  earl  of  Moray. 

Sir  George  Vandeput,  fo  noted 
for  his  oppofition,  in  1749?  to  the 
prelent  earl  Gower,  as  a  candidate 
for  Wefiminller. 

28.  The  right  hon.  the  counted 
dowager  Harrington. 

Lately,  hon,  Redmond  Morres, 
*  brother 
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brother  to  the  late  lord  Mount- 
inorres,  and  member  of  parliament 
for  the  city  of  Dublin. 

July  6.  Sir  Robert  Kent,  bart. 

9.  Matthew  Buckle,  efq;  admiral 
of  the  blue. 

18.  Lord  Guernfey,  only  fon  of 
the  earl  of  Aylesford. 

24.  The  hon.  Mrs.  Walpole, 
wife  to  the  hon.  Robert  Walpole,  his 
majefty’s  envoy  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Por¬ 
tugal. 

Aug.  7.  Sir  H.  Paulet  St.  John, 
baronet. 

Lately,  prince  Frederic,  eldeft 
fon  of  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Hefle. 

His  ferene  highnefs  prince  Charles 
Auguilus  Frederic,  only  fon  of  the 
duke  ofDeuxponts. 

Sir  Charlton  Leighton,  baronet, 
one  of  the  members  of  parliament 
for  Shrewfbury. 

Sept.  2.  Lady  Campbell,  relidl  of 
lord  William  Campbell. 

9.  Hon.  J.  Smith  Barry,  uncle 
to  the  earl  of  Barrymore. 

1 6.  Gen.  William  Haviland,  co- 
lonel  of  the  45  th  regiment. 

17.  John  earl  Tylney,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  The  title  is 
extinft. 

29.  Lady  Catharine  Gordon, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Aber¬ 
deen. 

Lately,  honourable  Mr.H.Legge, 
a  younger  fon  of  the  earl  of  Dart¬ 
mouth.  v 

Oft.  9.  Lady  Anne  Aflon,  lady 
of  Sir  Richard  A6lon,  and  daughter 
of  the  earl  of  Stamford. 

15.  The  right  hon.  John  earl  of 
Waldegrave,  •  vifeount  Chewton, 


mafter  of  the  horfe  to  her  majefty, 
col.  of  the  Coldftream  regiment  of 
foot-guards,  governor  of  Plymouth, 
a  general  of  his  majefty’s  forces, 
and  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
Eftex. 

27.  The  right  hon.  countefs  dow¬ 
ager  Delawar. 

28.  PrincefsJulianaMaria, daugh¬ 
ter  of  Prince  Frederic,  brother  to 
his  Danilh  majefty. 

Lately,  the  right  hon.  fir  Henry 
Aylmer,  baron  of  Balrath. 

Capt.  James  King,  the  companion 
and  friend  of  the  celebrated  captain 
Cook. 

AW.  6.  Richard  Ofwald,  efq* 
lately  his  majefty’s  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  at  Paris,  to  fettle  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  commiflioners  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

1 1 .  The  infant  don  Carlos,  eldeft 
fon  of  the  prince  of  Afturias. 

12.  The  hon.  mifs  Louifa  Chet- 
wynd,  daughter  of  lord  vifeount 
C’hetwynd. 

15.  Anne,  countefs  of  Dundo- 
nald. 

21.  The  moft  noble  Catherine, 
duchefs  of  Norfolk,  confort  to  the 
prefent  duke. 

Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  bart, ad¬ 
miral  of  the  white. 

25.  The  right  hon.  Anne,  coun¬ 
tefs  of  Drogheda. 

Lately,  the  lady  of  lord  Mafiey. 

The  m archion efs  of  Accoram- 
bani,  filler  to  fir  William  Murray. 

Dec.  13.  In  the  76th  year  of  his 
age.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon. 

29.  In  the  89th  year  of  his  age, 
the  right  hon.  fir  Thomas  Parker, 
formerly  lord  chief  baron  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  court  of  exchequer. 
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JANUARY  1785. 

Kingjion ,  Dec.  18,  1784. 
UNDAY  evening  the  following 
fhocking  accident  happened  in 
this  harbour  :  about  ten  at  night 
one  Richard  Page,  a  cooper,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  fhip  Highfield,  with 
ieveral  of  his  comrades,  went  down 
King-itreet  to  the  water-fide,  where 
a  boat  lay  ready  to  carry  them  to 
the  fhip.  On  their  getting  down  to 
the  wharf.  Page  fwore  he  would  not 
get  into  the  boat,  but  would  fwim 
off :  and  after  draggling  with  his 
companions  fome  time,  who  endea¬ 
voured  to  force  him  into  the  boat, 
actually  leaped  off  the  end  of  the 
wharf  into  the  water,  and  fwam  to¬ 
wards  the  fhip.  The  people  iri- 
dantly  put  off  in  the  boat  ;  but, 
before  they  had  got  ten  yards  from 
the  wharf,  heard  the  unhappy  man 
call  out  for  help,  and  prefently  they 
took  his  mangled,  mutilated,  bleed¬ 
ing  carcafe  into  the  boat.  He  only 
lived  to  tell  them  that  a  fhark  had 
torn  him  all  to  pieces.  His  bowels 
were  cut  out,  his  back  broke,  and 
one  of  his  arms  was  dripped  of  the 
flefh  from  the  fhoulder  down  to  the 
elbow.  A  large  Newfoundland  dog, 
which  followed  the  unhappy  mau 


into  the  water,  was  devoured  by  the 
fame  monder. 

Caferta ,  Dec .  14.  On  Thurfday 
lad  Count  Scabroufki,  the  new  mi- 
nider  plenipotentiary  from  the  court 
of  RuiTia,  had  a  private  audience  of 
his  Sicilian  majefty,  to  prefent  his 
credential  letters. 

The  lava  continues  to  run  gently 
from  an  opening  near  the  crater  of 
Mount  Vefuvius,  without  defend¬ 
ing  low  enough  to  do  any  damage 
to  the  fertile  and  cultivated  country 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 

Paris,  Jan.  4.  Letters  from  Bri- 
ancon  mention,  that  a  fhock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  there  the  9th 
ult.  at  ten  minutes  after  nine  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  The  concuihon 
was  pretty  drong,  but  of  fhort  du¬ 
ration,  attended  with  a  rumbling* 
noife,  which  refembled  the  report  of 
a  cannon.  There  was  no  percepti¬ 
ble  vibration ;  but,  during  feveral 
nights  previous  to  the  fhock,  fiery 
vapours  were  obferved  to  iffue  from 
the  earth  in  various  parts  near  the 
coal  mines. 

,  At  St.  James’s,  Clerken- 
'  '  *  well,  a  remarkable  wedding 
was  folemnized.  A  woman  about 
40,  who  has  been  totally  blind  many 
years,  heard  a  young  man,  whole 

apprenticefhip 
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apprenticefhip  to  a  fhoemaker  had 
lately  expired,  at  work  in  her  neigh¬ 
bourhood  from  early  in  the  morning 
till  late  every  night.  Conceiving 
a  favourable  opinion  of  him  from 
thefe  proofs  of  an  induftrious  difpo- 
lition,  (he  made  him  a  prefent  of  a 
filver  watch,  and  a  fuit  of  clothes  ; 
and  beiides  lent  him  ten  pounds, 
the  better  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
his  bufinefs.  Laft  week  he  waited 
upon  his  benefadtrefs,  informing  her, 
that  having  received  offers  of  great 
encouragement,  he  was  preparing 
to  fet  out  for  Leicefferfhire,  to  let- 
tie  there  among  his  friends  ;  adding, 
that  he  would  exert  his  utmoll  en¬ 
deavours  fpeedily  to  difcharge  the 
unfolicited  favours  Ihe  had  heaped 
upon  him.  She  commended  his.re- 
folution  ;  but  next  day  fued  out  a 
writ,  which  being  ferved  upon  him, 
he  was  taken  to  a  lock-up  houfe. 
She  vifited  him  in  his  confinement, 
and  informed  him  that  he  muff  im¬ 
mediately  pay  the  money,  go  to  pri- 
fon,  or  marry  her.  He  agreed  to 
the  latter  offer,  and  a  licence  was 
procured  ;  but  he  was  detained  in 
cuftody  till  yefterday  morning,  when 
the  parties  proceeded  from  the  lock¬ 
up  houfe  to  church,  where  the  officer 
who  had  executed  the  writ  upon  the 
bridegroom  afted  as  father  to  the 
bride,  who  is  poffefi'ed  of  about  a 
thoufand  pounds. 

k  The  following  fadls  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  feizing  and  burn¬ 
ing  of  the  fmugglers  boats  may  be 
depended  on  :  advice  was  fent  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  feverity  of  the 
feafon  had  occafioned  the  fmugglers 
to  lay  up  their  craft,  and  that  a  fine 
opportunity  offered  for  the  deftroy- 
ing  them,  if  fufficient  force  could 
be  procured  to  intimidate  the  fmug¬ 
glers  from  attempting  a  refcue.  Mr. 
Pitt  fent  to  the  War  Office,  and  re¬ 
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quired  a  regiment  of  foldiers  to  be 
at  Deal  on  a  certain  day.  He  was 
told  it  could  not  well  be  complied 
with.  His  anfwer  was,  it  muff;  and 
a  regiment  was  immediately  march¬ 
ed.  But  the  commanding  officer 
found,  on  his  arrival,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  town  having  fome  intima¬ 
tion  of  the  bufinefs,  had  advifed  the 
publicans  to  pull  down  their  figns, 
in  order  that  the  foldiers  mmht  have 

O 

no  quarters.  They  took  the  advice, 
and  no  quarters  were  to  be  had.  A 
large  barn  at  a  fmall  diftance  pre¬ 
ferred  itfelf  as  an  eligible  place,  and 
the  quarter-mafter  rode  off  to  the 
landlord,  who  refufed  to  let  it  011 
any  other  terms  than  for  two  years 
certain.  The  officer  took  it,  march¬ 
ed  the  men  in,  and  then,  with  very 
much  difficulty,  procured  them  fome 
provifions.  The  next  day  Lieut. 
Bray  received  orders  to  prepare  fome 
cutters  to  hover  off'  the  beach,  and, 
the  foldiers  were  all  drawn  out.  The 
inhabitants,  not  imagining  what  was 
going  to  be  done,  thought  the  cut¬ 
ters  were  to  embark  the  foldiers  in ; 
but  to  their  furprife,  orders  were 
given  to  the  men  to  burn  the  boats ; 
and  the  force  being  fo  great,  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  obliged  to  remain 
fflent  fpettators,  and  dared  not  at¬ 
tempt  a  rcfcue. 

Paris,  Jan.  iff.  The  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Englilh  news-papers  is 
juff  prohibited  here.  For  fome  time 
paft,  for  want  of  political  matter, 
thefe  papers  were  filled  with  nothing 
but  abfurd  and  ridiculous  (lories  and 
fatirical  pictures  of  the  principal, 
and  even  of  the  moff  auguff  perfo- 
nages  of  Europe. 

Dublin ,  Jan.  20th.  Yefterday, 
before  eleven  o’clock  in  the  fore¬ 
noon,  upwards  of  40,000  perfons 
were  collected  at  Ranelagh  and  the 
adjacent  fields,  in  anxious  expefta- 
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tion  of  beholding  their  ingenious 
and  afpiring  countryman  afcend  the 
air.  On  account  of  the  heavy  rain 
which  fell  the  preceding  night,  and 
part  of  that  morning,  the  inflation 
of  the  balloon  was  confiderably  re¬ 
tarded,  and  about  one  o’clock  Mr. 
Crofbie  having  entered  the  carriage, 
found  to  his  mortification  that  it 
would  not  rife.  The  bufinefs  of  in¬ 
flation  was  continued,  and  at  half 
pad  two  our  brave  adventurer  found 
every  thing  ready  to  complete  his 
wifhes-— he  accordingly  again  re¬ 
fumed  his  car,  and  the  cord  being 
cut,  he  mounted  awfully  majedic, 
while  the  air  refounded  with  the 
fhouts — the  prayers — the  admira¬ 
tion  of  the  delighted  multitude.  In 
three  minutes  and  a  half  an  envious 
cloud  fecluded  him  from  mortal 
light,  and  all  was  folemn  filence-— 
fear  for  the  fafety  of  the  gallant  youth 
beat  high  in  every  bread,  till  in 
about  twelve  minutes  he  appeared 
defcendins;  at  the  northward. — The 

O  ^ 

latenefs  of  the  hour  preventing  the 
aeronautic  charioteer  from  takinp* 
any  further  journey,  lie  alighted  in 
perfeft  fafety  on  the  -North-drand, 
where  he  was  In  dandy  furrounded 
by  the  populace,  who  tedified  their 
approbation  and  regard  for  the  tri¬ 
umphant  hero,  who  made  the  air 
fubfervient  to  his  wifhes,  by  carry¬ 
ing  him  in  procefilon  to  Earl  Charle- 
mont’s,  amid  unbounded  burds  of 
congratulation  and  applaufe.  The 
balloon  and  chariot  were  beautifully 
painted,  and  the  arms  of  Ireland 
emblazoned  on  them  in  fuperior  ele¬ 
gance  of  tade.  Mr.  Crofbie’s  figure 
is  genteel his  aerial  drefs  confided 
in  a  robe  of  oiled  fdk,  lined  with 
white  fur,  his  waidcoat  and  breeches 
in  one,  of  white  fattin  quilted,  and 
Morocco  boots,  and  a  Montero  cap 
©f  leopard- fein.  The  Duke  of  Lein- 


der.  Lord  Charlemont,  Right  Hon, 
George  Ogle,  Counfellors  Cald- 
beck,  Downes,  and  Whitedone,  at- 
tended  with  white  daves,  as  regula¬ 
tors  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  day. 
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t  At  twelve  o’clock,  the  Com- 
5  '  mittee  appointed  to  wait  on  Mr. 

Pitt  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  of 
London,  proceeded  from  Guildhall 
to  Mr.  Pitt’s  houfe,  in  Downing- 
dreet,  Wedminder,  in  the  following 
order  : 

Sir  Wat  kin  Lewes,  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Alderman  Pickett. 

Mr.  Alderman  Sanderfon. 

Mr.  Wilkes,  as  Chamberlain. 
Mr.  Deputy  Young  and  Mr.  Deputy 
Hilton. 

Mr.  Deputy  Percy  and  Mr.  Merry., 

Mr.  Dornford  and  Mr.  Anderfon. 

Mr.  Withers  and  Mr.  Dowling. 

Mr.  Birch  and  Mr.  Toulmin. 

Mr.  Rix,  Town  Clerk. 

When  the  committee  arrived  at 
Mr.  Pitt’s,  they  were  immediately 
introduced  to  that  gentleman,  when 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes  addreffed  him  in 
the  following  fpeech : 

"  SIR, 

f*'  We,  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commons  of  London,  in  common- 
council  affembled,  to  prefent  you 
with  the  freedom  cf  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  voted  unanimoufly  in  one  of 
the  fulled  courts  ever  remembered, 
chearfully  embrace  this  opportunity 
of  repeating  cur  fentiments  of  fatis- 
faftion  and  confidence,  which  we 
entertain  refpefling  your  principles 
and  perfeverance  for  the  good  of 
your  country. 

u  We  repofe  in  your  abilities  and 

firmnefs 
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firmnefs  for  permanent  fecurity  and 
extenlion  of  our  commerce  as  citi¬ 
zens,  and  our  happinefs  as  Britons. 

<(  The  committee  feel  with  fatis- 
fa&ion .  the  honour  conferred  upon 
them,  in  being  thus  delegated  to  fo 
pleaiing  and  diflinguifhed  a  com- 
miflion. 

“  Be  allured.  Sir,  that  the  city  of 
London  will  ever  Hand  foremoft  to 
fupport  the  meafures  of  government, 
whilfl  they  continue  to  be  fo  mani- 
feflly  founded  in  wifdom  and  inte¬ 
grity. 

Mr.  Pitt  returned  an  anfwer,  the 
fubftance  of  which  was  as  follows  : 

st  He  mull  firfl:,”  he  faid, <<r  thank 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes  for  the  very  flat¬ 
tering  manner  in  which  he  had  con¬ 
veyed  the  fentiments  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  He  trufted  the  city  of 
London  would  do  him  the  juftice  to 
believe,  that  the  fecurity  and  exten- 
fion  of \  their-  commerce,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  true  principles 
of  the  conftitution,  would  continue 
to  be  the  firfl:  obje&s  of  his  atten¬ 
tion.” 

i  Monday  night,  about  eight 
'  1  ’  o’clock,  a  man  knocked  at  the 
door  of  Mrs.  Abercrombie,  in 
Chariotte-ftreet,  Rathbone  -  place, 
calling  oet  poft,  at  the  fame  time, 
with  a  very  loud  voice  ;  the  maid- 
fervant  immediately  opened  it,  and 
the  man,  accompanied  by  fix  others, 
armed  with  fwords  and  piftols,  ruffl¬ 
ed  into  the  houfe,  and  threatened  the 
girl  with  the  moll  horrid  punilhment, 
if  Ihe  fpoke  a  word.  They  then 
went  into  the  parlour,  where  her  mif- 
trefs  was  fitting  alone,  and  took 
from  her  all  her  jewels,  to  a  very 
coniiderable  amount,  between  fifty 
and  fixty  guineas  in  money,  and  all 
the  clothes  and  linen  they  could  get. 
While  they  were  thus  employed, 
the  girl  got  out  of  the  houfe  by  a  back 
Vol.  XXVII. 
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door,  and  gave  the  alarm  to  the 
neighbourhood,  which  prevented 
their  taking  the  plate  alfo,  which' 
they  had  begun  to  pack  up.  A 
great  crowd  immediately  aflembled 
about  the  houfe,  and  the  ruffians 
Tallied  forth,  with  dreadful  menaces, 
waving  their  fwords,  and  dire&ing 
their  piflols  at  the  mob,  who  tamely 
fufferedthem  to  efcape  without  mak¬ 
ing  the  leaf:  refinance.  Mrs.  Aber¬ 
crombie  is  wife  to  the  captain  of  one 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company’s  fhips, 
now  on  its  voyage  to  China. 

Counfel  on  the  part  of  Lord 
*  Peterborough  moved  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench  to  change  the 
venue,  in  the  aftion  brought  againfl: 
his  Lordfhip  by  Mr.  Foley,  for 
crim.  con.  The  caufe  aflignedwas, 
Mr.  Foley’s  intereft  and  influence 
in  the  county  where  he  refides.  A 
rule  to  fhew  caufe  was  granted. 

Yefterday  the  Countefs  of  Strath¬ 
more  appeared  in  the  King’s  Bench, 
and  exhibited  articles  of  the  peace 
againfl;  Mr.  Bowes  her  hulband,  on 
the  fcore  of  mal-treatment  ;  but 
whether  the  charge  be  well  or  ill- 
founded,  the  writer  of  this  article 
does  not  prefume  to  know. 

1  Wednefday  the  Ilchefter 
9  *  election  ended,  when  after  five 
whole  days  polling,  John  Harcourt, 
efq;  was.  declared  duly  elected.  The 
numbers  on  the  poll  were  : 

For  Mr.  Harcourt,  1 1 8 

Commodore  Johnftone,  101 

Majority  for  Mr.  Harcourt  17 
,  In  the  Court  of  King’s 
1 1  *  Bench,  the  great  queftion  was 

decided  refpedling  the  Infurance  Of¬ 
fices  having  a  right  to  recover  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city  about 
22,000 1.  which  they  paid  to  Mr. 
Langdale,  and  other  fufferers,  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  riots,  The  Court 
[^]  determined 
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determined  in  favour  of  the  city  x)f 
London. 

1  Three  feparate  hills  in 

‘ *  *  chancery  have  been  filed  by 

the  relations  of  the  late  Richard 
Ruffell,  efq;  of  Bermondfey-ilreet, 
Southwark,  ao-ainU  the  executors  of 

m  o 

the  laft  will  of  that  gentleman,  m 
order  to  fet  afide  the  bequeft  rela¬ 
tive  to  his  perfonal  eftate. 

,  Died.  At  Upper  Yeld- 

12  *  ham  Hall,  in  Eflex,  Mr. 
Hurrel,  farmer  and  malfter,  aged 
95.  He  ordered  in  his  will,  that  his 
body  fliould  be  interred  in  one  of  his 
woods  ;  be  covered  with  one  of  the 
hair-cloths  he  ufed  to  dry  his  malt 
on ;  and  that  fix  hedger s>  and 
ditchers  Ihould  carry  his  corpfe,  fix 
others  be  pall-bearers,  and  fix  more' 
follow  as  mourners,  all  with  their 
bills  and  hedging  gloves  ;  and  like- 
wife  ordered  a  hogfhead  of  old  beer 
to  be  drank. 


MAR  C  H  1785. 

^  This  day  the  right  honoura¬ 
ble  earl  Mansfield  completed 
his  eightieth  year„  and  prefided  on 
the  bench  at  Guildhall  at  nine 
o’clock,  in  perfedi  health  and  {pi¬ 
nt*.  As  foon  as  his  lordfhip  en¬ 
tered  the  court,  Thomas  Gorman, 
efq;  a  gentleman  as  well  known  for 
his  integrity  a  merchant,  as  for 
his  legal  and  conftitutional  know¬ 
ledge  as  a  juror,  prefented  his  lord- 
fhip  with  his  annual  offering  of  a 
bouquet,  which  the  chief  received 
with  his  ufual  poiitenefs  and  affa¬ 
bility. 

* 

y  Monday  evening  about  eight 
^  1  “  o’clock,  the  fame  atrocious  ex¬ 
pedient,  which  was  lately  fo  fuccefs- 
ttelly  praftiled  at  the  houle  of  Mrs. 
Abercrombie,  in  Charlotte -fire?  t* 


was  repeated  at  col.  Arab  in’s,  m 
Grefie-ffreet,  in  the  fame  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  A  man  knocked  at  the 
colonel's  door,  which  the  footman 
did  not  open,  but  afked  v/ho  it  was, 
and.  was  told  it  was  the  taylor,  upon 
which  die  man  opened  the  door,  and 
five  men  immediately  entered,  whofe 
faces  were  difguifed,  and  who  were 
armed  with  the  ufual  iuftr.uments  of 
violence.  They  threw  a  cloth  over 
the  face  of  the  footman,  pinioned 
him,  two  female  fervants,  and  the 
colonel’s  lady  ;  after  which  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  rifle  the  houfe,  from 
whence  they  took  plate,  jewels,  mo¬ 
ney,  and  linen,  it  is  fuppofed  to  the 
value  of  near  two  thoufand  pounds. 
How  noble  and  well  conducted  is  the 
police  of  this  happy  country,  and 
with,  what  gratitude  and  affection 
muff  the  inhabitants  of  this  metro¬ 
polis  look  up  to  the  magiftracy,  by 
whofe  zeal  and  activity  their  pro¬ 
perty  is  ib  laudably  fecured  ! 

10th'  ®ne  ^ie  men  fa 

daringly  entered  and  rifled 
the  houfe  of  colonel  Arabin,  on 
Monday  evening,  in  Grefie-ffreet, 
Rathbone-place,-.  it  is  fuppofed  is 
taken,  as  a  man  is  in  cuftcdy,  to 
whofe  voice,  and  the  lower  part  of 
his  face,  which  is  peculiarly  formed, 
the  maid-fervant  can  {wear  $  the 
fame  man  was  pointed  out  amidfc 
many  people,  by  one  of  the  colonel’s, 
children,  who  was  prefent  during 
the  whole  of  the  traniadtion,  as  one 
of  the  ruffians.  This  man  is  fuf- 
pefted  on  account  of  many  myffe- 
rious  circumffances,  which  plainly 
fhevv  that  his  fubfiffence  depends  up¬ 
on  fecret  ingenuity.  An  urn  was 
luckily  overlooked  in  the  plate-box, 
by  thefe  villains,  which  was  worth  an 
hundred’  pounds. 

,  The  fon  of  a  tradefman  of 
3°  *  eminence  in  Chantios-ffreet,. 
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is  raid  to  be  among  the  gang  who 
lately  committed  the  defperate  rob¬ 
bery  in  Greffe-ftreet,  Rathbcne- 
place. 

February  the  24th  came  on  at 
the  fittings  at  Guildhall,  London, 
before  the  right  honourable  the 
earl  of  Mansfield,  the  trial  of  an  in- 
di&ment  againft  a  perfon  refiding  in 
Hertfordlhire,  for  contracting  with, 
enticing,  foliciting,  and  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  feduce  feveral  artificers  and 
workmen  in  the  art  of  a  currier,  to 
leave  this  kingdom,  in  order  to  carry 
on  that  trade  at  a  manufactory  at 
Pontaudemer  in  Normandy  ;  when, 
upon  hearing  the  tellimony  of  only 
one  witnefs  on  behalf  of  the  profecu- 
tion,  the  faCt  appeared  fo  plain  and 
clear,  that  the  jury  without  hefita- 
tion  found  the  defendant  guilty, 
who  will  receive  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench  in  the  next 
term  for  his  faid  offence,  purfuant  to 
the  ftatute  upon  which  he  was  in¬ 
dicted. 

Some  time  fince  two  convictions 
for  offences  of  the  fame  nature  were 
obtained  in  Surrey ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  conviction  of  thefe  offenders 
will  be  a  means  of  preventing  the 
feducing  artificers  in  the  different 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain  in  fu¬ 
ture. 

The  fame  day  was  tried  before 
lord  Loughborough,  in  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas,  Guildhall,  London, 
a  caufe  wherein  Huxley  Sandon, 
efq;v  was  plaintiff,  and  count  Du- 
roure  defendant,  for  crini.  con.  with 
the  plaintiff’s  wife ;  when,  after  a 
hearing  of  near  three  hours,  the  jury 
brought  in  a  verdiCt  for  the  plaintiff, 
with  near  500I.  damages. 

Hague ,  March  19.  The  compte  de 
Maillebois,  who  is  to  command  the 
army  of  the  republic  in  the  expeCted 
conteft  with  the  emperor  of  Germa- 


[227 

ny,  is  at  length  arrived  ;  he  made  a 
private  entrance  into  this  place  lad 
night,  as  there  were  many  reafons 
for  avoiding  the  pomp  ot  a  trium¬ 
phal  entrance,  there  being  many 
perfons  highly  incenfed  againff  the 
admiffion  of  this  Frenchman  to  a  pod 
of  fuch  high  trull  and  refpeCl  5  fome 
reiignations  have  already  taken  place 
in  confequence,  and  others  are  to  be 
expeCled.  The  queftion  of  peace  or 
war  is  not  finally  determined  ;  and  if 
our  friends  continue  fincere,  it  may 
yet  be  avoided.  The  Englifh  am- 
baffadorfet  off  this  morning  for  .Lon¬ 
don,  leaving  his  affairs  in  the  hands 
of  his  fecretary  ;  his  return  will, 
however,  as  we  expeCt,  be  very 
fpeedy.  The  marquis  Verac,  French 
plenipotentiary,  has  exchanged  with 
the  grand  council  of  the  flates  the 
treaty  of  alliance,  fo  that  the  much 
wifhed-for  bufinefs  is  fully  com- 
pleated.  An  alliance  with  the  court 
of  Great  Britain  is  alfo  on  the  tapis., 
nor  is  it  at  all  unlikely  but  that  bufi¬ 
nefs  has  carried  the  Britifh  ambaffador 
to  London.  A  courier  from  Utrecht 
brings  the  conceffion  of  the  dates  of 
that  province  to  the  propofed  military 
arrangements.  Thofe  of  Groningen 
and  Friefland  are  not  arrived. 

,  i  A  very  numerous  concourfe 
'  of  people  affembled  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  Tottenham-ccurt  road,  to  be 
vvitneffes  of  the  afcenfion  of  count 
Zambeccari  and  fir  Edward  Vernon 
in  the  balloon,  which  had  been  exhi¬ 
bited  at  the  Lyceum  in  the  Strand 
for  fome  time  back.  Notwith Hand¬ 
ing  the  proprietors  had  taken  every 
precaution  to  keep  the  place  of  af¬ 
cenfion  a  fecret,  there  was  not  an  a- 
venue  for  a  confiderable  didarce 
from  the  place  in  which  the  balloon 
was  lodged,  but  which  was  crowded 
by  twelve  o’clock  The  fpe&ators 
feemed  inienffble  of  uhe  cold,  nor 
IQ]  2  did- 
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did  the  falling  fnow  occafion  the  de¬ 
parture  of  many,  but  the  principal 
part  of  them  feemed  to  bid  defiance 
to  the  weather  until  near  four  o’clock, 
when  the  two  hardy  adventurers  bid 
adieu  to  earth,  and  took  their  aerial 
excurfion — -juft  on  the  eve  of  their 
departure,  a  mifs  Grice,  ofHolborn, 
offered  to  accompany  the  aeronauts, 
which  offer  was  readily  accepted, 
and  fhe  entered  the  car ;  but  notwith- 
danding  they  threw  out  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  ballad,  after  making  three  or 
four  attempts,  the  heroine  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  give  up  the  pleafure  of  an 
afcenfion,  the  balloon  being  incapa¬ 
ble  of  taking  more  than  the  two  gen¬ 
tlemen,  which,  on  the  lady’s  quit¬ 
ting  her  feat,  afcended  with  amazing 
velocity,  took  a  fouth-weff  direction, 
and  was  out  of  fight  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes. 

Count  Zambeccari  and  fir  Edward 
Vernon  defcended  fafe  in  King’s 
Fields,  near  Horfham,  in  Suflex,  a- 
bout  five  o’clock  the  fame  day,  and 
returned  in  the  evening  to  the  Ly¬ 
ceum,  without  receiving  any  other 
damage  than  a  fprain  in  the  wriff, 
which  the  count  received  in  manag¬ 
ing  the  balloon,  which  required  ra¬ 
ther  extraordinary  exertion,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  brifknefs  of  the  wind. 
Horfham  is  37  miles  front  London, 
and  the  journey  was  performed  in 
rather  more  than  an  hour.  , 

Admiral  Vernon  is  the  firff  admi¬ 
ral  who  has  ever  navigated  the  at- 
mofphere.  The  globe  was  not  fuf- 
ficiently  inflated  till  half  pail;  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  which 
time  the  two  gentlemen,  with  a  very 
elegant  young  lady,  took  their  feats 
in  the  car ;  but  the  machine  not  hav¬ 
ing  fudicient  capacity  for  three  voy¬ 
agers,  they  made  three  experiments 
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to  afcend  without  effeCt.  The  lady 
manifeded  great  fpirit,  and  yielded 
her  place  with  apparent  reluctance, 
after  trying  her  eloquence  on  the  old 
admiral  in  vain.  She  burd  into  tears 
with  difappointment,  and  retired 
from  the  boat  amidd  the  acclamations 
of  the  multitude.  The  machine,  thus- 
lightened,  role  with  fmall  grandeur 
into  the  upper  regions ;  and  though 
a  fhower  of  fnow  had  jud  fallen,  the 
Iky  became  clear,  and  the  fpe&acle 
was  uncommonly  brilliant.The  globe 
was  carried  by  the  wind,  which  was 
very  high,  to  the  wed,  and  made  a 
rapid  progrefs. 

,  By  letters  from  the  Hague 
^  '  we  learn,  that  five  peafants, 
who,  under  pretence  of  attachment 
to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  had  been 
guilty  of  a  riot,  differed  the  punifh- 
ment  to  which  they  were  fentenced 
on  the  19th  indant ;  three  of  them 
whipped,  and  the  other  two  dood  by 
with  papers  on  their  breads,  on 
which  were  vvritted,  in  large  letters, 
the  words,  SEDITION  and  RE¬ 
BELLION.  Several  more  are  to 
undergo  the  like  punifhment  at 
Delft. 

Died.  General  Honeywood,  who 
received  no  lefs  than  twenty -three 
broad-fword  wounds  at  the  battle  of 
Dettingen,  in  which  he  fo  much  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  perfonal 
valour  ;  he  likevvife,  on  the  fame 
day,  received  two  mufquet-fhots, 
which  were  never  extracted  to  the 
day  of  his  death.  The  general  died 
podeffed  of  a  fine  edate  of  near 
6000I.  per  annum,  which,  together 
with  a  con  fid ef  able  fum  of  ready 
money,  he  has  bequeathed  to  his 
coufin,  Filmer  Honeywood,  efq; 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  Kent- 
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Hague ,  March  2$.  The  compte 
de  Maillebois  has  taken  the  oaths  in 
the  aftembly  of  their  High  Mighti¬ 
ness,  in  quality  of  general  of  in¬ 
fantry  in  the  ferviee  of  the  republic. 

Vienna ,  March  19.  The  new  re¬ 
gulations  of  his  imperial  majefty, 
refpefling  the  interior  government 
Gf  the  kingdom  of  Hungary,  have 
been  publilhed  in  the  gazette  of  this 
city. 

Inftead  of  the  fifty -fix  counties, 
into  which  that  kingdom  and  its  de¬ 
pendent  provinces  were  hitherto  di¬ 
vided,  ten  circles  are  now  formed, 
and  committed  to  the  charge  of  the 
following  Hungarian  gentlemen, 
with  the  titles  of  counfellors  and 
royal  commiffaries. 

Le  Comte  Glory, 

Le  Baron  Mailath, 

Le  Baron  d’Urmenv, 

Le  Comte  Jankowitz, 

Le  Comte  Szeafcny, 

Le  Comte  deTeekly, 

Le  Baron  Peonay, 

Le  Baron  Reva, 

Le  Baron  Szent  Ivany, 

Le  Baron  Detzer. 

The  fupreme  courts  retain  their 
former  titles,  and  the  privileges 
which  belong  to  their  order,  and  a 
general  diet  of  the  nation,  but  their 
jurisdiction  in  their  refpe&ive  coun¬ 
ties  is  entirely  fuppreffed. 

Lijbon ,  March  26.  The  treaty  for 
the  marriage  between  the  infanta  of 
Portugal  and  the  infant  don  Gabriel 
of  Spain  is  figned. 

Vienna ,  March  30.  Prince  Jofeph 
Lobkowitz  is  appointed  captain  of 
the  noble  German  guard,  vacant  by 
the  death  of  the  late  marfhal  Colle- 
rado  ;  lieutenant  general  Noftitz  is 
railed  to  the  rank  of  general  of  ca¬ 


valry,  and  is  made  captain  of  the 
guard  (called  les  archers)  formerly 
commanded  by  marfhal  Thierheim  ; 
and  general  Clairfait  is  appointed 
vice  commandant  cf  the  city  of 
Vienna,  in  the  room  of  general 
Noftitz. 

William  Higfon,  who  was 
3  *  executed  on  Monday  morn¬ 

ing  in  the  Old  Bailey,  for  the  mur¬ 
der  of  his  own  fon  Jol'eph,  a  child  of 
nine  years  old,  denied  to  the  ordi¬ 
nary,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Villette,  his 
having  any  intention  to  deftroy  the 
infant  ;  though  he  acknowledged 
giving  him  the  fatal  blow,  which 
fraflured  his  fkull,  and  caufed  his 
death. 

He  alfo  confefied,  that  he  treated 
the  poor  child  with  great  barbarity 
for  a  confiderable  time,  from  an  an¬ 
tipathy  he  took  to  it,  from  its  wet¬ 
ting  the  bed  in  the  night-time  ;  in 
confequence  of  which  he  made  it, 
during  the  courfe  of  laft  winter,  fit 
up  all  night  without  either  fire  or 
candle,  and  frequently  beat  it  un¬ 
mercifully. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that 
the  above  cruel  wretch  feemed  more 
Blocked  at  the  idea  of  being  dif¬ 
fered  at  Surgeons  Hall  than  with 
death  itfelf.  The  horrid  fpedtacles 
he  had  feen  there  of  feveral  mur¬ 
derers,  from  time  to  time,  made  a 
deep  impreftion  upon  his  mind,  and 
engrofted  part  of  his  converfation 
after  his  fentence. 
g  ^  The  purfer  of  the  North- 
umberland,  for  Bombay,  re¬ 
ceived  his  difpatches  from  the  India 
houfe.  This  fhip  may  be  termed 
the  laft  of  the  feafon,  the  Earl  of 
Talbot  being  taken  up  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  conveying  governor 
Campbell  to  Madras. 

The  intelligence  received  from 
India  by  the  lat«  advices  is,  that 
[C]  3  Mr. 
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Mr.  Wilder,  fenior  member  of  the 
fupreme  council-,  died  on  the  1 2th  of 
October,  1784.  Mr.  Haftings,  the 
governor  general,  arrived  at  Cal¬ 
cutta  on  the  7th  of  November  in 
good  health,  and  had  taken  his  paf- 
fage  in  the  Barrington  Indiaman, 
and  meant  to  leave  Bengal  in  Fe¬ 
bruary,  if  he  heard  a  fucceffor  had 
been  appointed.  Mr.  Macpherlon 
hkd  been  very  ill,  but  was  much  re¬ 
covered.  A  duel  had  been  fought 
between  lord  Macartney  and  Mr. 
Sadlier,  in  which  his  lordlhip  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  wounded,  but  not 
dangeroully,  and  was  perfectly  reco¬ 
vered.  The  duel  had  its  rile  in  an 
altercation  at  the  council-board, 
which  was  carried  to  fo  great  a 
length,  that  lord  Macartney  in  plain 
terms  acceded  Mr.  Sadlier  of  utter¬ 
ing  a  direct  falihood. 
j Extract  of  a  letter  fro?n  Brijlol , 
April  19. 

This  day,  about  half  pah  one, 
the  long-expedied  afeenuon  (which 
the  dampnefs  of  the  weather  pre¬ 
vented  yefrerday)  of  Mr.  Decker’s 
balloon,  on  fomewhat  a  new  con- 
ffruftion,  took  place.  The  county 
of  Somerfet,  and  all  the  parts  adja¬ 
cent/ feemed  to  be  emptied  of  their 
inhabitants,  like  true  fons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Adam,  into  the  city  ofBrif- 
tol,  which  perhaps  never  exhibited 
fo  incredible  a  concourfe  of  people. 
The  novelty  and  the  hazard,  and 
with  thefe,  affuredly,  great  part  of 
the  honour ,  of  thole  air-blown  eriter- 
prizes  are  pail ;  the  rage  of  curiofity 
feemed  rather  augmented  than  dimi- 
jiiihed  on  the  prefent  occahon,  as 
you  will  eafily  fuppofe,  when  in¬ 
formed  that  two  guineas  an  horfe, 

0‘# 

and  three  for  a  chaife,  were  offered 
at  Bath  for  12  miles  conveyance: 
but  the  bell:  of  the  joke  is,  that  the 
thoufands  who  marched  hither  from 


Bath  to  fee  the  balloon  afeend, 
marched  back  again  with  like  rapi¬ 
dity,  as  it  bent  its  way  towards 
Lanfdown,  and  from  thence  travelled 
on  towards  Devizes  :  Decker  himfelf 
did  not  afeend,  but  his  fon,  an  intre¬ 
pid  youth  fcarcely  feventeen  years 
of  age.  The  ftreets,  coffee-houfes, 
and  private  affemblies,  are  now 
talking  over  this  twice-told  tale, 
with  a  vehemence  of  zeal  which 
might  do  honour  to  a  worthier  occa- 
fion;  though,  if  you  will  fuffer  a  pun, 
I  might  fay,  the  lovers  ol  balloons 
doubtlefs  fet  their  affedlions  on  things 
above.  It  is  pah  nine  as  I  write  this, 
and  young  Decker  is  yet  failing 
‘ c  betwixt  earth  and  heaven.”  Twelve 
o’clock,  and  I  can  now  add  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  adventurer’s  having 
fafely  regained  Terra  Firma,  three 
miles  on  the  other  hde  Chippenham, 
a  circuit  of  about  thirty  miles, 
which  he  performed  in  an  hour  and 
feven  minutes ;  and  it  is  thought  has, 
by  the  excuriion,  eftablifned  a  very 
good  bank  in  air,  the  Briholites 
contributing  very  liberally.” 

Ex  trail  of  a  letter  from  New  York, 
April  27. 

“  John  Adams,  efq;  is,  by  the 
honourable  congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  appointed  to  be  ambaffador 
from  this  empire  to  the  court  of 
London  ;  and  colonel  William  Smith, 
late  aid-de-camp  to  his  excellency 
general  W afhington,  is  appointed  to. 
be  fecretary  to  the  embaffy.’* 
p  k  Tuefday  the  court  martial 
appointed  to  try  general 
Rofs,met  agreeable  to  their  adjourn¬ 
ment,  to  receive  the  opinion  of  the 
twelve  judges  of  England  on  the 
point  fubmitted  to  them,  viz.  whe¬ 
ther  general  Rofs,  as  an  officer  on 
half-pay,  was  fubjefl  to  the  tribunal 
of  a  court-martial.  The  judges  gave 
an  unanimous  opinion,  that  he  was 

not. 
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htit,  a$  a  half-pay  officer,  fubjedt  to 
military  law.  They  Hated  their  an- 
fwer  on  two  points,  and  in  both  de¬ 
clared  it  as  their  opinion,  that  nei¬ 
ther  his  warrant  as  a  general  officer., 
nor  his  ann  uity  of  hall-pay,  rendered 
him  obnoxious  to  military  trial.  In 
confequence  of  this  the  general  was 
dilcharged  from  the  cuftody  of  the 
•martial,  and  the  court  broke  up. 

„  .1  No  man  ever  gave  a  greater 
proof  of  attention  to  his 
friends,  than  Mr.  Fox  did  to  poor 
Sam.  Houfe  ;  for  as  foon  as  he 
heard  that  the  honed:  publican  was 
ill,  and  wifhed  to  fee  him,  he  went, 
and  endeavoured  to  put  his  old 
.friend  into  fpirits  ;  on  finding  he 
was  in  danger,  he  preffed  every  affi- 
duity  that  might  be  ufed  to  give  af- 
fiftance,  and  was  particularly  af- 
fedled  when  he  was  informed  it  had 
been  in  vain,  and  that  his  worthy 
fupporter  was  no  more. — Auftin, 
who  has  done  himfelf  fo  much  ho¬ 
nour  by  the  prints  he  has  publifhed, 
however,  was  refohved,  that  though 
the  original  was  gone,  to  preferve 
Sam.’s  femblance  as  an  inftance  of 
integrity,  for  which  purpofe  he  has 
.taken  his  likenefs  in  wax  as  he  lay  in 

his  coffin  :  but  as  many  others  would 
'  / 

doubtlefs  be  equally  glad  to  keep  fo 
worthy  a  character  in  remembrance, 
we  think  that  gentleman  could  not 
do  his  friends  a  greater  favour,  than 
by  putting  the  bull  into  the  hands  of 
an  engraver,  and  giving  them  an 
opportunity  to  obtain  it. 

This  evening  about  fix  o’clock  the 
remains  of  poor  Sam.  Houfe  are  to 
be  interred  :  his  numerous  friends, 
we  underhand,  requeiled  it  might  be 
fo  early  in  the  evening,  that  they 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  ffiew- 
jng  their  lad  teftimony  of  regard,  by 
attending  his  funeral. 


MAY  1785.. 

Ext  raft  of  a  letter,  dated  Paris , 
April  22. 

“  The  long-expeded  arret  or 
proclamation  for  creating  a  new 
company  of  merchants  to  trade  tv 
the  Eaft  Indies,  is  at  laft  made 
public.  It  contains  fifty-feven  heads 
or  articles  ;  I  lhall  content  myfelfto 
enumerate  the  principal  ones.  The 
privilege  is  granted  for  (even  years 
of  peace  ;  if  war  fhould  break  out 
during  that  fpace,  the  time  it  may 
laft  fhall  not  be  reckoned  in  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  feven  years.  It  fhall 
be  lawful  for  his  majefty’s  fubje&s, 
fettled  in  the  various  parts  of  his  do¬ 
minions,  to  fend  all  kinds  of  provi- 
fions  to  the  Ifles  of  France  or  Bour¬ 
bon,  which  are  not  excluded  by  the 
company’s  privilege  from  trading 
coaft-ways,  of  what  is  termed  in  the 
proclamation  from  India  to  India. 
His  majefty  is  pleafed  to  grant  to 
the  Flipping  already  in  their  way  to 
the  Eaft  Indies  a  delay  of  twenty- 
four  months  to  complete  their  voy¬ 
age,  and  return  to  the  foie  port  of 
L’ Orient,  where  the  new  company 
is  to  fettle  its  mart.  The  king 
gives  them  a  free  ufe  of  that  port, 
its  halls,  warehoufes,  dock-yards, 
-rope-walks,  working-tools,  &  o. 
which  will  be  made  over  to  them, 
when  properly  repaired,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  king,  who  iikewjfe  en¬ 
gages  to  keep  them  in  tenantable 
repairs.  The  ftock  of  this  new  com¬ 
pany  is  fixed  at  twenty  millions  of 
livres,  fix  of  which  are  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  twelve  admin iftrators 
or  directors,  at  the  rate  of  500,000 
livres  each  :  the  other  fourteen  mil¬ 
lions  are  to  be  divided  into  fit  ares  of 
1,000  livres,  for  which  fwms  thedi- 

f  4  redors 
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reftors  fhall  enter  into  proper  re¬ 
cognizances,  &c.” 

,  Such,  in  France,  is  the  rage 
for  Englifh  carriages,  that  up¬ 
wards  of  eight  hundred  fets  of  Lon¬ 
don-made  fprings,  as  many  coach 
wheels  of  the  Soho  manufa6ture, 
together  with  large  quantities  of 
plated  furniture  from  Sheffield,  are 
now  fhipping  to  France,  for  the 
purpofe  of  manufa&uring  carriages 
there  a-la-mode  d’Anglois. 

,  On  Sunday  morning  a  well- 
*  dreffied  young  man  and  woman 
were  found  in  a  field  near  Hammer- 
fmith,  joining  to  the  main  road, 
the  woman  with  her  throat  cut, 
and  the  man  fiabbed  in  the  bread  ; 
both  bodies  were  dead  when 
found,  and  cold.  The  man  had 
five  guineas  and  a  watch  in  his 
pocket. 

I  The  Thames  in  many  parts 
9  is  as  low  as  ever  remembered. 
The  paffage  of  boats  from  Kew  to¬ 
wards  Richmond  has  been  once  or 
twice  obflrudled.  The  drought  in 
England,  however,  is  not  compa¬ 
rable  with  that  at  prefent  in  France, 
which  threatens  the  mod  alarming 
confequences.  / 

Extratt  of  a  letter  from  Newcafle 
upon  Tyne,  May  g. 

(£  Early  this  morning  our  town 
was  greatly  alarmed  by  the  12th 
regiment,  now  quartered  here,  beat¬ 
ing  to  arms.  By  what  we  can  learn, 
there  is  a  very  numerous  mob  affiern- 
bled  at  Shields,  to  the  great  terror 
of  the  town  and  its  neighbourhood  ; 
and  if  report  be  true,  the  1 2th  re¬ 
giment,  though  one  of  the  com¬ 
pleted  regiments  in  England,  will 
find  it  a  very  difficult  talk  to  quell 
the  riots  exiding  in  Shields  and  Sun¬ 
derland*  where  we  underdand  up¬ 
wards  of  four  thoufand  principally 
concerned  are  collected,  which  makes 


qs  fear  there  will  be  a  deal  of  hlood- 
fhed  previous  to  the  1 2th  regiment 
returning  here  ;  they  were  accompa¬ 
nied  by  our  mayor  and  fheriffs;  and  by 
accounts  jud  received  from  Shields, 
we  hear,  that  immediately  upon  the 
regiment’s  marching  into  town  the 
riot  aft  was  read,  which  was  paid 
very  little  or  no'  attention  to  ;  and 
we  are  forry  t6  add,  that  there  is 
little  doubt,  but  before  this  reaches 
you,  many  lives  will  be  lod. 

“  Four  companies  of  dragoons 
are  hourly  expected  here  from  York, 
but  fince  the  fealing  of  this,  we 
have  received  advice  that  above 
fixty  of  the  rioters  at  Shields  are 
killed,  and  many  more  wounded.” 

,  The  Americans  who  were 
10  of  the  epifcopal  church,  hav¬ 

ing  been  extremely  dedrous  of  a 
bilhop  to  refide  among  them,  the 
rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Seabury  has  been 
confecrated  to  that  office,  by  three 
bifhops  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
at  Aberdeen.  The  Englifh  bifhops 
refufed  to  grant  to  America  the 
bleffings  of  epifcopacy ;  and  thereby 
drove  Dr.  Seabury  to  feek  it  in  Scot¬ 
land. — Thus  we  fee  exhibited  an. 
extraordinary  phenomenon  in  the 
ecclefiaftical  fyftem ;  an  Englifh 
miffionary,  an  Oxford  doflor,  con¬ 
fecrated  by  Scotch  prelates  a  bifhop 
of  the  protefiant  church  of  New- 
EngJand. 

^  The  laffi  fhips  from  Ame¬ 
rica  have  brought  fo  few  re¬ 
mittances,  and  fo  many  pleas  of 
inability  to  make  good  their  pay¬ 
ments  from  the  merchants  in  that 
country,  that  feveral  of  our  capital 
dealers  have  refufed  fending  over 
more  goods,  without  drafts  on  ap¬ 
proved  houfes  in  London. 

Saturday  morning,  between  two 
and  three  o’clock,  a  mod  dreadful 
fire  broke  out  at  Meffi.  Webfter  and 

Stevens’ 
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Stevens’  turpentine  warehoufes,  in 
PotterVfields,  Horfteydown,  and 
which  was  not  entirely  got  under  till 
the  afternoon.  It  is  impoffible  to 
form  any  opinion  of  the  damage 
which  has  been  fuftained  by  this 
dreadful  conflagration,  which  had 
on  Saturday  at  noon  deftroyed  as 
many  houfes,  warehoufes,  &c.  with 
all  their  contents,  as  covered  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  acres  of 
ground,  together  with  an  Irifhbrig, 
and  feveral  hoys  belonging  to  the 
Eaft-lndia  company,  which  were 
lying  near  their  tea  warehoufes  in 
that  neighbourhood,  and  which  alfo 
are  deftroyed.  Very  fortunately, 
however,  there  was  only  a  part  of  a 
fhip’s  cargo  of  tea  in  the  warehoufes 
that  were  confumed  by  the  fire,  and 
a  great  quantity  thereof  was  faved.  It 
is  a  moft:  fortunate  circumftance  that 
no  wind  was  ftirring  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  or  the  whole  tier  of  (hipping 
which  lay  oppofite  the  premifes  de¬ 
ftroyed  muft  have  probably  fhared 
a  fimilar  fate. 

In  the  late  dreadful  fire  at  Hor- 
fleydown,  the  lofs  of  individuals 
has  been  very  conftderable.  The 
tea,  it  is  true,  belonged  to  the 
India  company,  and  was  fome  of 
that  inferior  commodity  they  had 
bought  at  Oftend — but  the  tar  and 
the  hemp  were  the  property  of  indi¬ 
vidual  traders,  and  having  been 
landed  but  a  day  or  two  before,  were 
not  infured. 

.  Thurfday  was  held  the  an  - 

I2th.  r  1  r  1 

mveriary  meeting  or  the 
Sons  of  the  Clergy,  at  which  were 
prefent  the  right  honourable  the  lord 
mayor,  his  grace  the  archbifhop  of 
York,  the  right  honourable  the  lord 
chancellor,  the  right  honourable 
the  earl  of  Uxbridge,  the  bifheps  of 
Rochefter,  Ely,  Worcefter,  Bangor, 
Lincoln,  Litchfield  and  Coventry, 
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and  Gloucefter ;  aldermen  Pickett, 
and  Boydell ;  fheriffs  Hopkins  and 
Bates ;  the  rev.  Dr.  Harley,  dean 
of  Windfor,  fir  George  Baker,  fit* 
Jolhua  Reynolds,  Jonas  Hanway, 
efq;  John  Crewe,  efq;  with  many 
of  the  clergy  and  gentry. 

The  fermon  was  preached  by  the 
rev.  Thomas  Jackfon,  D.  D.  from 
the  fixth  chapter  of  St.  Paul’s  epif- 
tle  to  the  Galatians,  the  6th,  7th, 
and  8th  verfes. 

Colle&ion  at  St.  £.  s, 

Pauls,  on  Tuefday  the 
loth  inftant  1S7  4  © 

Ditto  on  Thurfday 
the  1 2th  205  13  6 

Ditto  at  Merchant 
Taylors  Hall  527  14  7 


920  12  3 

,  On  Saturday  the  Prince 
1  ^  of  Wales  was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  beef-fteak  ’  club. 
His  royal  highnefs  having  ftgnified 
his  wifh  of  belonging  to  that  fociety, 
and  there  not  being  a  vacancy,  it 
was  propofed  to  make  him  an  hono¬ 
rary  member  ;  but  that  being  de¬ 
clined,  it  was  agreed  to  increafe  the 
number  from  twenty-four  to  twenty- 
five,  in  confequence  of  which  his 
royal  highnefs  was  unanimoufty 
eledled. — The  beef-fteak  club  has 
been  inftituted  juft  fifty  years,  and 
confifts  of  fome  of  the  moft  claf- 
fical  andfprightly  wits  in  the  king¬ 
dom. 

Died.  At  his  houfe  in  Ruftel- 
ftreet,  Covent-garden,  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Davies,  bookfeller,  formerly 
of  Drury-lane  theatre,  and  author 
of  the  life  of  Garrick,  dramatic 
mifcellanies,  &c. 

A  man,  named  Froome,  lately  at 
Holmes-Chapel,  in  Chefhire,  at  the 
wonderful  age  of  125  years,  eight 
months.  This  patriarchal  rarity 

wa3 
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was  guardian  to  the  late  John  Smith 
.Barry,  efq;  who,  in  confideration  of 
Jiis  great  age,  and  long  fer vices, 
left  him  an  annuity  of  5  ol.  a  year., 
which  he  enjoyed  witl}  unufualhealth 
till  about  two  years.before  his  death. 
He  has  a  fan  now  living  turned  of 
■9©,  who  works  at  a  manufactory  in 
Uancaihire,  and  promifes  fair  to 
arrive  at  as  great  an  age  as  his  fate 
father, 

— rr*rr~*  ■  >■■■■-  ■■ 

J  U  N  E  1785, 

Vienna,  fum  f .  0ur  laft  letters 
from  Infpruck  give  a  melancholy 
account  of  a  phenomenon,  lately 
perceived  in  the  country  about  that 
town,  and  which  is  equally  ft  range 
and  alarming.  A  kind  of  peftir 
lential  dew,  ©r rather  mift,  has  late¬ 
ly  fallen  on  the  feeds,  which  have 
by  ks  pernicious  effe&s  been  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyed.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  fpring  all  the  cultivated 
parts  of  the  country  prefented  the 
molt  pxomifing  profpeCt  of  a  plenti¬ 
ful  harveft,  but  all  hopes  are  now  -va- 
nifhed  ;  not  only  have  the  feeds  all  at 
once  been  flopt  in  their  growth, 
but  are  fo  completely  rotten  in  the 
ground-,  that  the  fields  appear  as  if 
they  had  never  been  fown.  What 
Increafes  the  apprehensions  of  the 
hulbandman  is,  that  this  kind  of 
plague  extends  daily  from  place  to 
place,  and  occafions  the  like  da¬ 
mages  in  every  part  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  fields. 

There  are  now  living  in  the  fame 
houfe,  at  Ketton,  in  Rutlandfhire,  a 
great-great  grandfather,  a  great 
grandfather,  two  grandfathers,  a 
grardnother,  and  fix  great  grand - 
children,  confifring  of  nine  perfons 
in  all,  and  about  two  years  ago  the 


great  grandfather  buried  his  mother 
and  his  wife  in  the  fame  coffin. 

^  GnWednefday  arrived  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  coL 
Smith  (late  aid-de-camp  to  general 
Walhington,  during  the  American 
war)  as  fecretary  to  an  ambaffiador 
from  that  country  ;  and  on  the  day 
following  his  excellency  John  Adams 
(with  his  lady  and  daughter)  as 
plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  court  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  we  hear  he  has 
delivered  his  credentials  ±0  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Carmarthen,  Yeflerday  his 
excellency  John  Adams  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  his  majefly,  and  moil  gra- 
ciouily  received. 

Mr.  Richard  Atkinfon  has 
3  *  left  by  his  will  35, -cool.  £0  lady 
A.  Lindfey — -Bool,  a  year  to  lady 
Margaret  Fordyce— 5000I,  each  to 
nine  nephews  and  niece?*—  and  the 
eldeft  nephew  5000I.  a  year,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  -refidue  of  his  eftate 
and  effects,  which  is  fup pored  to  be 
immenfe. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dunkirk *, 

Tune  7. 

An  American  fhip,  the  Virgi¬ 
nia  packet,  Steane,  from  Maryland, 
is  feized  here  for  a  contraband 
trade  ;  and,  as  is  cu  Rom  ary,  all 
the  crew  fent  to  prifon.  The  Ame¬ 
rican  minifter  will  probably  be  fa¬ 
voured  with  a  releafe  of  the  peor 
pie,  but  fnip  and  cargo  are  for¬ 
feited.” 

Oxford ,  fune  14.  Early  on  Fri¬ 
day  morning,  June  14,  and  during 
the  whole  of  the  forenoon,  company 
were  inceffantly  pouring  into  Ox¬ 
ford,  Mr.  Sadler  having  announced 
his  intention  on  that  day  of  once 
more  afcending  in  his  balloon.— 
Purfuant  to  this  promife,  the  necef-r 
fary  preparations  were  made  behind 
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Corpus  Chrifti  college,  where  the 
ground  had  been  previoufly  fenced 
©ff ;  and  about  half  pad  one  o’clock 
the  balloon  was  judged  fufficiently 
inflated,  and  the  car  for  accommo¬ 
dating  two  paffengers  began  to  be 
attached,  by  fixing  it  to  the  cords  of 
the  netting.  This  operation  was 
greatly  impeded  by  the  preffure  of 
the  crowd.  At  two  o’clock,  how¬ 
ever,  every  thing  having  been  ad¬ 
jured,  colonel  Fitzpatrick  and  Mr. 
Sadler  feated  themlelves  in  the  car, 
when  the  balloon  was  found  incapa¬ 
ble  of  afcending  with  both  the  paf¬ 
fengers,  and  the  colonel  being  re- 
folved  not  to  quit  his  feat,  a  due 
proportion  of  ballaft  was  added, 
andafter  receiving  the  flag,  and  pro¬ 
per  inftru&ions  from  Mr.  Sadler,  he 
afcendcd  alone.  The  day  being 
perfectly  ferene,  the  balloon  rofe 
with  flow  majeftic  grandeur,  bear¬ 
ing  to  the  South-weft,  and  conti¬ 
nued  perceptible,  though  at  a  great 
diftance,  for  about  47  minutes,  at 
which  time  it  feemed  to  fink  gra- 
dually  into  the  horizon. 

The  colonel  manifefted  a  cool  in¬ 
trepidity,  both  before  and  after  the 
balloon  had  been  launched,  and 
continued  waving  his  flag  as  long  as 
he  could  poffibly  retain  light  of  the 
fpe&ators  below. 

In  his  paffage  the  colonel  had  not 
expended  any  of  his  ballaft,  but 
descended  in  confequence  of  a  rent 
near  the  bottom  of  the  balloon, 
occafioned  by  the  expanfion  of  the 
internal  air,  which  was  not  difco- 
vered  by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  till  after 
he  had  reached  the  ground. 

He  defcended  near  Kingfton  Lille, 
oppofite  the  White  Horfe  hills, 
Berks,  without  the  leaft  injury ; 
where  he  was  aftifted  by  the 
country  people  in  fecuring  the  bal¬ 
loon. 
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^  ^  Laft  Sunday  afternoon,  a 
murder,  attended  with  the 
moft  uncommon  circumftances  of 
barbarity,  was  perpetrated  in  Char- 
lotte-ftreet,  Rathbone  Place.  Mr, 
Orell,  an  attorney  in  that  ftreet* 
and  his  wife,  went  out  at  three 
o’clock,  leaving  their  fervant  maid 
in  the  houfe.  They  returned  within 
the  hour,  when  the  fervant  not  an- 
fwering  the  door,  they  concluded 
that  fhe  had  ftepped  out ;  and  they 
went  away  again  for  a  (hort  time. 
Upon  their  fecond  return,  the  fame 
difficulty  occurring,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  enter  the  back  part  of  the 
houfe,  by  getting  over  a  wall ; 
when  the  girl  was  diicovered  upon 
the  kitchen  floor,  weltering  in 
blood,  a  moft  horrid  fpeftacle. 
From  the  various  marks  of  violence, 
ihe  muft  have  made  a  ftrong  refift- 
ance.  Her  head  appeared  to  have 
been  ftruck  at  with  a  poker ;  her 
throat  efteflually  cut  through  the 
wind-pipe  ;  two  fingers  nearly  cut 
off ;  a  deep  wound  on  one  breaft, 
and  otherways  dreadfully  mangled. 
She  was  yet  alive,  and  made  figns, 
but  was  unable  to  fpeak;  and  was 
conveyed  to  the  Middlefex  hofpital, 
where  fhe  expired  about  one  in  the 
morning.  The  houfe  was  found  to 
be  robbed  of  fpoons,  andfome  other 
plate  that  lay  about. 

The  mulatto,  who  was  fufpe&ed 
of  having  committed  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  murder  and  robbery,  was 
apprehended  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th,  and  after  a  long  examination, 
at  the  public  office,  Bow-ftreet, 
nothing  appearing  to  confirm  the 
fufpicion  againft  him,  he  was  diffi 
charged  ;  another  perfon,  however,, 
who  had  viiited  the  girl  as  a  fweet- 
heart,  was  brought  to  the  fame 
place  in  the  afternoon,  and  feme 
circumftarkces  arifing,  by  no  means 
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in  his  favour,  he  was  committed  for 
further  examination  . 

Died.  At  Somerton ,  in  Somer- 
fetfhire,  Jonathan  Randolph,  gent, 
aged  107  years. 

1  At  his  houfe  in  Charlotte- 
^  ‘  flreet,  Rathbone  Place,  Wil¬ 
liam  Langdon,  efq;  rear  admiral  of 
the  white  ;  his  reputation  as  an  offi¬ 
cer  will  flourilh,  and  his  name  be 
held  dear  by  his  country,  whilft  the 
various  fervices  in  which  he  bore  a 
diftinguiffied  part,  are  remembered, 
particularly  the  celebrated  a&ion 
off  Cape  Francis,  in  1757,  fought 
by  Forreft,  Suckling,  and  Lang¬ 
don. 

„  .1  Lately  at  Braemar,  in  the 
3  ’  fhire  of  Invernefs,  one  Ma¬ 

ry  Cameron,  aged  139  years.  She 
retained  her  fenfes  to  the  laft,  and 
Was  a  member  of  the  epifcopal 
church.  She  remembered  the  re¬ 
joicings  at  the  reiteration  of  Charles 
II.  Her  houfe  was  an  afylum  to 
the  exiled  epifcopal  clergy  at  the 
revolution,  and  to  the  gentlemen 
who  were  profcribed  in  the  year 
1715,  and  1745  .-—Upon  hearing 
that  the  forfeited  eilates  were  re- 
ftored,  ihe  exclaimed,  “  Let  me 
“  now  die  in  peace,  I  want  to  fee 
fi  no  more  in  this  world.” 


JULY  1785. 

„  A  fervant  girl  of  farmer 
Pitkin’s  of  Muriley,  Bucks, 
committed  filicide  in  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  manner :  while  her  mailer 
and  his  men  were  weeding  in  the 
field,  ihe  took  a  cord,  and  tied  it 
tight  round  the  upper  part  of  her 
left  thigh,  and  with  a  fleam  and 
ftick  ufed  in  bleeding  cattle,  riiade 
a  deep  incifion  through  the  artery, 
and  bled  to  death  before  any  affift- 


ance  could  be  procured.  The  in- 
quell  brought  in  their  verdift  lu¬ 
nacy. 

I  The  commiffioners  appoint- 
5  ‘  ed  for  putting  the  tax  on  fhop- 

keepers  into  execution,  met  at 
Guildhall,  and  refufed  to  qualify 
themfeives  according  to  the  aft,  or 
have  any  concern  in  that  unpopular 
impoil. 

A  gold  medal  of  exquifite  work- 
manihip  has  lately  been  itruck  to 
commemorate  the  gallant  defence 
made  by  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar. 
On  one  fide  is  a  Latin  infcription, 
encircling  fome  emblematic  objects, 
and  on  the  reverie  a  motto  in  Ger¬ 
man.  One  of  thefe  medals  is  given 
to  governor  Eliott,  and  one  fent 
to  each  of  the  three  German  ge¬ 
nerals  who  affifted  during  the 
fiege. 

Paris ,  July  8.  A  young  woman, 
lately  foriaken  by  a  libertine  huf- 
band,  carried  her  infant  to  the 
borders  of  the  Seine,  cut  its  throat, 
then  ilabbed  herfelf,  and  plunged 
with  her  infant  into  the  Seine. 

Suicide  feems  of  late  to  have  be¬ 
come  very  common  in  France.  On 
the  evening  of  the  1  ft  of  this 
month,  a  young  man  walking  under 
the  trees  in  the  Elyftan  Fields,  near 
the  hotel  d’Evreux,  he  knelt  down 
behind  an  elm,  raifed  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  and  putting  a  piftol  to  his 
mouth,  fhot  himfelf  in  prefence  of 
200  fpeftators.  In  his  pockets  were 
found  four  balls  and  two  grofs  Jous 
in  money.  He  was  tolerably 
dreffed,  and  his  linen  remarkably 
clean.  It  is  not  yet  known  who  he 
was. 

h  On  Tuefday  laft  Dr.  Mac- 

'  ‘  ginnis,  who  was  convifled  of 
ftabbing  Mr.  Hardy,  the  hatter  in 
Newgate-ftreet,  two  years  ago,  was 
difcharged  from  his  confinement  in 

the 
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the  King’s-ber.ch,  and  fet  off  for  the 
continent. 

They  write  from  Peterlburgh, 
that  the  Emprefs,  with  the  Grand 
Dutchefs,  in  a  train  of  1 1  coaches, 
and  upwards  of  400  horfetnen,  fet 
out  on  the  8th  ult.  on  a  grand  tour, 
in  which  they  were  to  be  abfent  two 
months  or  more.  The  Czarina  is 
going  to  ihew  herfelf  in  her  new- 
acquired  dominions.  Caravans  of 
provifions.  See.  have  been  fent  for¬ 
ward,  and  every  poffible  pains  taken 
to  accommodate  the  illuilrious  tra¬ 
vellers. 

Ext  rad  of  a  letter  received  frem 

Major  Money ,  dated  Norwich, 

July  25. 

On  Saturday  lad,  about  four 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  afeended 
from  this  place  with  a  balloon,  and 
was  driven  out  to  fea,  not  being 
able  to  let  myfelf  down,  from  the 
valve  being  too  fmall.  After  blow¬ 
ing  about  for  near  two  hours,  I 
dropped  into  the  fea.  My  fituation, 
you  may  eafily  conceive,  was  very 
unpleafant :  the  difficulties  I  had  to 
encounter  to  keep  the  balloon  up, 
(that  was  torn,  and  only  as  an  um¬ 
brella  over  my  head)  were  aftonifti- 
ing.  A  Dutch  velfel  was  within  a 
mile  of  me ;  but  whether  from  want 
of  humanity,  or  by  miftaking  the 
balloon  for  a  fea  monfter,  I  knew 
not,  lheeredoff,  and  left  me  to  my 
fate ;  a  boat  chafed  me  for  two 
hours,  till  juft  dark,  then  bore  away. 

I  began  to  give  up  all  hopes,  and 
even  wifhed  Providence  had  given 
me  the  fate  of  Pilatre  de  Rozier, 
rather  than  fuch  a  lingering  death. 

I  exerted  myfelf,  however,  to  pre- 
ferve  life  as  long  as  poffible,  by 
keeping  the  balloon  floating  over 
my  head,  finking  inch  by  inch,  as 
it  loft  its  power  to  keep  me  out  of 
the  water.  I  was  breaft  high  when 
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taken  up  by  a  revenue  cutter,  at 
half  paft  eleven  at  night,  and  fo 
weak  I  was  obliged  to  be  lifted 
out  of  the  car  into  the  fhip.  I  was 
put  to  bed,  and  having  drank  two 
or  three  glades  of  grog  (which  was 
by  far  more  delicious  than  Cham- 
paigne)  I  fell  afleep,  and  did  not 
wake  till  fix  the  next  morning. 
We  landed  at  Loweftoffe  at  eight, 
from  thence  I  immediately  fent  an 
exprefs  to  Norwich,  where  every 
one  concluded  I  was  inevitably 
loft.  Any  man  with  lefs  ftrength 
than  myfelf  muft  have  penHied.” 

',8th  The  ^°^0W*nS  ls  perhaps 
an  unheard-of  inftance  in 
natural  hiftory  ;  as  fuch  we  give  it 
to  our  readers,  and  can  vouch  for  its 
truth.  Lately  died,  at  Middleton 
Cheney,  in  Northamptonfhire,  a 
chefnut  ftone-horfe,  in  the  thirty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age*  He  was  well 
known  in  many  hunts  more  than 
thirty  years  ago.  The  gentle¬ 
man  in  whofe  pofieffion  he  died, 
bought  him  at  two  years  old  5  at 
which  time  of  life  he  took  him  to 
houfe,  broke  him,  and  afterwards 
conftantly  rode  him,  winter  and 
fumrner,  for  between  twenty  and 
thirty  years,  without  ever  turning 
him  out  again  on  any  account.  The 
latter  part  of  his  life  he  ran  loofe  in 
an  open  liable,  but  was  never  turned 
out.  Notwithftanding  all  this,  he 
was  perfedlly  found  and  free  from 
blemifnes  till  within  a  month  of  his 
death,  when  he  got  a  ftrain  in  the 
liable,  of  which  he  did  not  recover  ; 
fo  that  at  laft  he  may  be  truly  faid 
rather  to  have  died  of  an  accident, 
than  of  old  age  :  as  a  proof  that  he 
did,  he  got  feveral  foals  laft  year,  and 
had  covered  this  feafon,  not  long  be¬ 
fore  his  death. 

-  Died.  At  his  houfe  in 
1  Cranham  Hall,  Eflex,  general 

James 
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James  Oglethorpe,  aged  102  years. 
He  was  the  oldefl  general  in  Eng¬ 
land.  In  the  year  1706  he  march¬ 
ed  with  a  party  of  guards  as  enfign 
at  the  proclamation  of  peace. 

The  late  general  Oglethorpe  was 
foremoll  among!!  thole  fpirited  gen- 
tlmen  who  founded  the  colony  of 
Georgia  in  North  America,  in  the 
year  1732.  He  watched  its  infancy 
with  folicitude,  and  obferved  its  in- 
creafing  fpirit  with  pleafure.  He 
founded  Savannah,  and  when  the 
Spaniards  attempted  to  invade  that 
fettlement,  he  beat  them  from  the 
fort  they  took  poffeffion  of,  and  ref- 
cued  the  province. 

AUGUST  1785. 

Letters  from  New  York, 
brought  over  in  the  Druid, 
Captain  Heath,  arrived  at  South¬ 
ampton,  for  the  purpole  of  carrying 
Dr.  Franklin  to  America,  advife, 
that  trade  was  very  dull  in  that  city ; 
that  great  jealoufies  and  difeontents 
reigned  throughout  the  colonies ; 
and  that  there  was  not  a-  fmgle  mer¬ 
chantman  in  the  port  of  New  York, 
at  the  time  the  Druid  failed  from 
thence. 

,  The  Eaft  India  company 
^  '  have  given  leave  to  a  company 
of  private  adventurers  to  fit  out  two 
iliips  on  a  trading  voyage  to  Cook’s 
River,  and  other  parts  adjacent, 
which,  from  the  quantity  of  furs 
thefe  places  abound  with,  it  is 
will  be  a  very  advantageous 
undertaking. 

On  Tuefday  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Dorfet  arrived  in  town  from 
Paris,  and  on  Wednefday  waited  on 
the  king  at  St.  James’s.  .  Mr. 
Hailes  ac Is  as  chargee  des  affaires  at 
Paris  dating  his  grace’s  abfence,  he 


being  the  duke’s  feeretary  to  the 
embalfy,  is  hourly  expedted  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

Count  d’Adhemar,  the  French 
ambaffador,  in  confequence  of  let¬ 
ters  of  recall,  left  his  houfe  on  Tuef¬ 
day  afternoon,  at  three  o’clock,  and 
fet  off  for  Dover  on  his  way  to 
France.  His  departure  was  fo  fud- 
den,  that  even  the  other  foreign 
ambaffadors  were  not  acquainted 
with  it,  and  minifters,  it  is  faid, 
are  ignorant  of  the  caufe. 

Leghorn ,  Augujl  5.  Their  Sici¬ 
lian  majefties  arrived  here  this  even¬ 
ing  from  Genoa,  on  board  the  Saint 
joachimo  line  of  battle  fnip,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Neapolitan  fleet, 
with  his  Britannic  majefly’s  frigates, 
the  Thetis  and  Orpheus,  and  a 
Dutch  frigate  and  cutter.  Their 
majeflies  landed  privately  after  fun- 
fet,  went  to  the  French  comedy, 
and  the  fame  evening  let  out  for 
Florence. 

Berlin ,  Augujl  16.  The  king  of 
Pruflia  paffed  through  this  city  from 
Potzdam  very  early  this  morning, 
in  his  way  to  Silefia.  The  ma¬ 
noeuvres  at  the  camp  of  Groffen- 
Tintz,  four  German  miles  from 
Breflaw,  are  intended  to  be  per¬ 
formed  on  the  21  ft,  22 d,  23d,  and 
24th.mil:.  The  prince  of  Pruifia  ac¬ 
companies  the  king. 

^  1  The  advices  from  Aleppo 

I3"1*  fav,  that  the  diforder  there 
had  carried  off  above  30,000  inha¬ 
bitants,  chiefly  thole  of  the  new 
city.  The  old.  town,  from  being 
thinly  inhabited,  had,  in  a  great 
meaiure,  efcaped  the  contagion, 
which  had  been  inereafed  in  a  vio¬ 
lent  degree  by  the  heat  of  the  fea- 
fon.  The  Kalifh,  or  canal,  which 
conveyed  the  waters  of  the  Nile 
into  the  metropolis,  and  Jofeph’s 
Well,  were  both  dried  up,  and  not 
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only  cattle,  but  numbers  of  the 
tower  ranks  of  people,  had  actually 
jperilhed  from  thirrft. 

^  The  victualling  bufinefs 
7 *  *  is  entirely  removed  from 

Tower-hill ;  the  clerksoffiees  being 
at  Somerfet-houfe,  and  the  killing, 
curing,.  &c.  of  provifrons,  at  the 
new  vi&u  ailing-office,  lately  built 
near  to  the  king’s  yard  at  Deptford  ; 
where,  with-  the  addition  of  a  bake- 
houfe  for  making  bifeuit,  it  is  the 
moft  convenient  that  can  be  ima¬ 
gined  for  victualling  men  of  war  in 
the  river. 


SEPTEMBER  1785. 

*  Dublin,  Sept.  i.  Tuefday,  a 
confderable  number  of  the  working 
manufacturers  of  this  city  went  in 
a  body,  armed,  to  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Tobin,  in  the  earl  of  Meath’s  Li¬ 
berty,  from  whence  they  took 
a  piece  of  French,  manufactured 
sloth,  which,  though  of  an  inferior 
fcjuaiity,  was  fent  there  to  be  preffed, 
and  done  up  in  the  fame  manner  as 
frilh,  with  an  intention,  in  that 
ffate,  of  retailing  it  as  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  this  kingdom.  Having 
made  a  fire,  they  burnt  it,  amid# 
the  huzzas,  groans,  and  hides  of 
the  furrounding  multitude,  and 
then  proceeded  to  fearch  after  a 
large  importation  of  Englifh  wool¬ 
lens,  but  without  effeCt,  the  goods 
having  been  timely  conveyed  out 
of  their  reach. 

We  have  authority  to  inform  tire 

J 

public,  that  Charles  Clutterbuck, 
who  was  capitally  convicted  in 
France  for  a  fraud  and  forgery  on 
the  bank  of  England,  and  whole 
featence  of  death  was,  through 
the  clemency  of  his  moft  chriftian 
jaajefty*  changed  for  that  of  being 
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fent  to  the  gallies  for  life,  fet  out 
from  Arras  the  31  It  of  lalt  month, 
chained,  together  with  feveral 
other  felons,  for  the  place  of  his 
deitination. 

,  An  extraordinary  robbery 
*  *  was  committed  lalt  Saturday 
morning,  at  Mrs-.  Bennet’s-,  the  figu 
of  the  Three  Rabbits,  on  the  Rum- 

ford  road.  Mr.  W - -  of  Gof7 

field  in  Effex,  who  is  agent  for  the 
Scots  and  Lincolnlhire  falefmen, 
came  to  the  above  houfe  on  the 
evening  before,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  Smith.fi eld  market,  with  upwards 
of  eleven  hundred  pounds,  indrafts 
and  bank  notes,  betides  a  purfe^ 
containing  i6z  guineas  and  a  half, 
in  his  pocket.  He  went  to  bed  early 
that  night,  and  placed  the  above 
property  in  his  breeches  beneath  his 
head.  A  youth,  genteelly  dreffed^. 
lay  in  the  fame  room,  and  found 
means  to  convey-  the  notes  and  mo¬ 
ney  from  under  Mr.  W— -'s  pil- 
low,  and  departed  with  the  whole 
before  break  of  day..  At  fever* 

o’clock  Mr.  W; -  difeovered  the 

theft ;  and  fent  immediately  to  the 
different  public  offices  in  London* 
After  a  long  fearch,  a  woman  was 
taken  into  culiody  yefterday  morn¬ 
ing,  at  an  obfeure  lodging  in  the 
Mint,  Southwark,  who,  upon  ex¬ 
amination,  was  difeovered  to  be 
the  identical  perlon  who  had  taken 
up  her  quarters  at  Mrs.  Bennet’s 
inn  on  Friday  night.  Eight  lm.> 
dred  pounds  in  notes  and  calh  were 
found  concealed  in  her  deaths.  She 

was  loon  after  carried  to  the  public 

▲ 

office  in  Bow-ftreet,  where  the  notes 

were  fworn  to  by  Mr.  W - ,  and 

her  perfon  afeertained  by  the  cham¬ 
ber-maid  of  the  inn.  Her  boy’s 
apparel  was  alio  produced.  She 
denied  any  knowledge  of  tile  tranf- 
aCtion  with  great  compofure,  and 

was. 
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was  committed  to  Tothill- fields 
Bridewell.  It  appeared,  in  the 
courle  of  the  evidence,  that  on  her 
coming  to  town  fhe  had  changed 
fome  of  the  notes  at  different  fhops, 
and  had  on  Saturday  laft  vifited  a  fe¬ 
male  convift  in  Newgate,  to  whom 
fhe  had  made  a  prefent  of  a  pair  of 
filver  buckles,  and  other  trilling  ar¬ 
ticles.  The  name  of  the  above  of¬ 
fender  is  Davis  ;  fhe  is  extremely 
handfome,  and  not  more  than  eigh¬ 
teen  years  of  age.  It  is  faid  fhe  is 
connected  with  a  numerous  gang, 
and  has  long  been  employed  in  rob¬ 
beries  fimilar  to  the  above  iniqui¬ 
tous  tranfadlion. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Portfmouth, 
Sept.  6. 

ft  At  ten  o’clock  laffc  night  there 
came  on  at  this  place  a  moft  violent 
hurricane  as  ever  was  known  at  this 
feafon,  within  the  memory  of  the 
oldeft  perfon  prefent ;  which  has  con¬ 
tinued,  and  ftill  continues,  without 
intermifiion,  with  the  fame  degree  of 
violence  :  at  this  prefent  moment 
the  waves  break  over  the  platform 
and  fort-houfe,  and  force  their  way 
againft  the  governor’s  houfc  ;  the 
parade  appears  a  perfefr  head  of 
water,  likewife  the  greateft  part  of 
South  Sea  Common.  A  fmall  vef- 
iel  was  drove  from  the  buoy  at  Spit- 
head,  with  great  violence,  into  the 
Innermoft  part  of  the  pier  of  the 
gun-wharf,  but  no  material  damage 
has  happened  to  her  ;  nor  do  I  hear 
of  any  at  prefent,  excepting  a  num¬ 
ber  of  boats  being  ftove  to  pieces. 
From  the  exceffive  height  of  the 
tide,  and  the  turbulence  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  it  has  the  appearance  of  an 
inundation  round  both  town  and 
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common. 

Extract  of  a  letter from  Dover,  Sept. 6. 

“  This  morning  has  been  a  {hock¬ 
ing  fcene  of  diftrefs,  from  the  confer 


quence  of  the  high  wind,  which  blew 
quite  a  tempeft.  I  never  faw  the  fea 
fo  much  agitated.  Several  veffels  at-* 
tempted  the  harbour  without  effect  ; 
at  laft,  an  Englifh  cutter  came  in 
quite  under  water,  but  fafe.  A  few 
minutes  after,  feeing  the  cutter  fafe, 
a  French  veil'd,  with  fix  men  on 
board,  made  the  fame  attempt,  and 
here  a  moft  dreadful  fcene  appeared. 
After  being  in  an  inftant  buried  by 
the  waves,  fhe  rofe  again,  with  the 
lofs  of  a  man  wafhed  overboard.  In 
a  fhort  time  another  fwell  quite  fwal- 
lowed  her  up.  Her  unfortunate 
crew  did  not  appear  for  fome  time, 
but  at  laft  were  perceived  floating  on 
a  part  of  the  wreck.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  they  floated  from  the  pier-head, 
till  they  came  oppofite  York-houfe, 
fometimes  in  view,  and  at  others 
buried  by  the  riling  waves.  Though 
the  fea  rolled  mountains  high,  four 
Englifh  failors  had  the  temerity  to 
ftrip  themfelves,  and  ventured  their 
lives  to  fave  two  of  them,  who  ftill 
continued  on  the  rafters  of  the  vef- 
fel,  and  picked  them  up  fafe.  In 
doing  this,  they  overfet  the  boat, 
which  turned  them  bottom  upwards ; 
but  fortunately  a  violent  fea  drove 
them  all  on  fhore  together,  fo  that 
only  four  of  the  crew  periihed.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Plymouth , 
Sept .  6. 

Laft  night  and  this  day  our 
ufual  ftorm  at  this  feafon  of  the  year 
commenced,  with  a  violent  gale  at 
S.  W.  and  has  blown  with  incredible 
fury,  accompanied  with  a  moft  tre¬ 
mendous  pitching  fea.  A  boat  with 
three  men  was  overfet  in  Hamoaze, 
and  all  periihed.  There  are  but 
two  men  of  war  in  the  Sound,  which 
ride  it  out  very  well. 

“  One  of  the  king’s  cutters  is  loft 
between  Margate  and  Ramfgate,  in 

the 
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the  late  high  winds ;  the  crew  got 
fafe  on  fhore  at  Kingfgate. 

Ext  rad  of  a  letter  from  Harwich > 
Sept.  8. 

*'  We  had  one  of  the  mod  vio¬ 
lent  gales  here  that  we  have  expe¬ 
rienced  fince  the  ift  of  January* 
1779.  I*  began  on  Tuefday  morn¬ 
ing  about  one  o’clock,  and  conti¬ 
nued  lixteen  hours  with  all  the  fury 
of  a  hurricane,  infomuch  that  the 
packet  was  detained,  and  did  not 
fail  till  yefterday.  A  new  fhip,  the 
Excellent,  of  74  guns,  is  on  the 
point  of  launching  from  the  king’s 
yard  here.” 

Extrad  of  a  letter  from  Brighthelm - 
fone ,  Sept .  14. 

**■  The  hihermen  on  the  coaft 
have  lately  caught  in  their  nets  fome 
young  ravenous  filh,  about  two  feet 
in  length,  which  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  and  danger  they  have  difen- 
gaged  from  their  nets,  to  the  great 
detriment  thereof,  and  to  the  injury 
of  their  bufinefs.  The  ignorant  peo¬ 
ple  here  luppofed  them  to  be  what  is 
called  dog-filh,  whole  eyes  and  teeth 
refemble  thoie  of  the  common  ffiark ; 
but  fome  gentlemen  who  have  been 
delired  to  examine  into  the  matter, 
have,  to  the  unfpeakable  horror  of 
the  bathers,  pronounced  this  fierce 
fpecies  of  fifh  to  be  that  of  the  fqua- 
lus  or  true  tyger  (hark,  uncommon 
on  our  coafts,  but  well  known  to  our 
feamen  in  the  Weft  Indies.  What 
puts  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt  is, 
that  the  ffihermen  informed  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  that  they  have  lately  had 
fome  very  large  ones  entangled  in 
their  nets,  of  fi*  and  eight  feet  in 
length,  which  have  torn  their  nets  to 
pieces  in  purfuit  of  their  prey ; 
whereas  the  do^-fifh,  or  tuberone  of 
Joftelyn,  never  exceeds  three  feet 
and  a  half  in  lengthy  We  are  happy 
t©  find  there  has  beam  no  ifcifchj<gf 
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done  to  any  perfort  by  them  hi¬ 
therto.” 

1  The  marine  fociety  is  ef- 
9  *  tablifhed  at  Briftol*  and  ma¬ 
ny  poor  lads  are  already  cloathed, 
and  admitted  into  this  excellent  fe- 
minary  for  matitime  knowledge. 
The  boys  fo  educated  will  be  fit  for 
the  royal  navy  or  merchant’s  fer- 
vice.  A  more  excellent  charity  has 
not  for  many  years  paft  been  reared 
to  add  honour  to  the  chara&er  of 
England.  The  excelleiK  defign  of 
this  fociety  has  more  lntrinfic  merit 
than  all  the  eloquence  of  a  century 
can  equal.  Struggles  to  do  good, 
and  not  emotions  to  gratify  ambi¬ 
tion,  fhould  fix  the  voice  of  popula¬ 
rity  ;  it  then  would  become— Vox 
populi  vox  Dei . 

Dublin ,  Sept.  15.  Laft  night  the' 
following  moft  atrocious  murder  was 
perpetrated,  and  which,  indeed,  for 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  fhould 
ever  reft  in  oblivion  : — Near  eight 
o’clock  James  Ennis,  a  lad  about 
nineteen  years  of  age,  fon  to  a  bar¬ 
ber  who  lives  in  Angel-alley,  High- 
ftreet,  returning  home  fomewhat  in¬ 
toxicated  with  liquor,  and  having 
fome  trifling  difpute  with  his  father, 
who  was  ir^  his  fhirt,  pulled  out  a 
razor,  ana  gave  him  four  deep 
wounds  in  the  arms,  thighs,  and  bo¬ 
dy  ;  on  his  mother's  interfering,  and 
endeavouring  to  proteft  the  life  of 
her  aged  hulband  from  the  bloody 
and  ferocious  attack  of  her  unnatu¬ 
ral  fon,  the  inhuman  villain,  draw¬ 
ing  a  fecond  razor,  cut  the  arteries 
and  finews  of  her  arm  acrofs,  and, 
ftill  unfated,  wounded  her  in  two 
other  places^  luckily  fhe  had  fuffi- 
cient  ftrength  and  prefence  of  mind 
left  to  alarm  the  neighbours,  who 
arrived  time  enough  to  prevent  the 
completion  of  his  bloody  purpofes ; 
but  the  hapleis  woman*  from  the  ex- 
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traordinary  effufion  of  blood  from 
her  wounds,  icon  became  motion- 
ids,  having  fir  ft  made  figns  for  a 
clergyman,  who  opportunely  arrived 
fome  little  time  before  Ihe  expired, 
which  was  in  the  molt  excruciating 
agony  ;  and  the  ill-doomed  maimed 
furvivor  was  fent  to  the  infirmary, 
with  fmall  hopes  of  recovery.  On 
the  alarm  being  given,  the  young 
diabolical  monfter  attempted  to  ei- 
cape,  but  fortunately  without  eff eft. 

When  examined  laft  night,  and 
feemingly  in  perfeCl  fobriety,  he  fo- 
l.emnlv  averred  that  he  had  been  vi- 
lited  by  a  ghoft  or  fpedtre,,  for  feven 
nights  before,  which  had  prompted 
him  to  the  perpetration  of  the  above 
infernal  and  unparalleled  afts  of 
barbarity. 

Hague ,  Sept.  30.  On  Saturday  laft 
a  courier  arrived  here  from  Paris, 
with  the  news  that  a  preliminary 
convention  was  figned  there  the 
20th  inftant,  between  the  imperial, 
amhaffadqr  .and.  the  ambaftadors  of 
the  republic,  the  principal  articles 
or  which  are,. that  their  High  Migh- 
tineftes  fhall  pay  the  fum  of  nine 
million  five  hundred  thoufand  fio- 
rms,  as  a  compenfation  for  Maef-. 
tricht,  & c.  and  five  .  hundred  .thou-, 
{and  /or  the  dajnage  occafionpd  by 
the  inundations.  Dalem  is  to  be. 
ceded  to  the  emperor,  with  its  de¬ 
pendencies  (except  Ooft  andCadier)- 
for  an  adequate  exchange  in  the 
qiftriCt  of  Outreh  Meufe.  The  li¬ 
mits  of  Flanders  to  remain  as  in 
4664.  The  fbve.reignty  of  the  em¬ 
peror  upon  the  Seheld  is  acknow¬ 
ledged  from  Antwerp  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  territory  of  Saftingen,; 
according  to  the  line  of  1664. 
The  forts  of  Kruifchans  and  Fre¬ 
derick  Henry  to  be  evacuated 
and  demoIil|'ied,  and  the  foil  ceded 
to  his  imperial  majefty.  Lillo  and 


Liefkenfhoek  are  alfo  to  be  evacu¬ 
ated  and  delivered  up  to  the  empe¬ 
ror  in  their  prefent  ftate,  who  re¬ 
nounces  his  claims  to  the  villages  0/ 
Bladel  and  Reuffel ;  and  all  pecu¬ 
niary  pretenfions  on  either  fide  are 
reciprocally  annulled. 

Died.  At  Folehill,  a  village  a- 
bout  three  miles  from  Coventry,  a 
woman  of  the  name  of  Neale,  at 
the  amazing  age  of  1 22  (being  born 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second) 
who  till  within  a  few  years  of  her 
death  walked  to  and  from  Coventry 
every  market-day.  This  good  wo¬ 
man  fcarcely  ever  experienced  an 
hour’s  illneis,  and  never  ufedfpe&a- 
cles.  She  had  eleven  children,  one 
only  of  whom  is  living,  and  is  up¬ 
wards  of  100,  and  the  youngeft  of 
them  was  84  when  he  died.  There 
is  a  grand.'c-n  of  the  fame  woman 
now  living  in  London,  and  who  is 
near. 70,  though  his  appearance  dees 
not  befpeak  him  much  more  than 

A 

40 ;  from  which,  and  from  his  acti¬ 
vity,  and  his  chearful  and  apparent 
happy  dlfpofition,  it  Ihould  deem 
that  he  will  not  be  outdone  in  lon¬ 
gevity  by  any  of  his  anceftors. 

3^—^— - — . . . . . . . E—“ . . . *— 
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.OCTOBER  1785. 

,  A  defperate  affray  hap- 

v  ’  pejted  at  Stepney,  between 
ibme  Chinefe  Tartars  and  a  body  of 
Laicars,  many  of  whom  were  armed 
with  fwords,  long  knives,  and  other 
offenfive  weapons  ;  feveral  were 
badly  wounded  on  both  fides,  parti¬ 
cularly  one  of  the  Tartars,  who  was 
left  for  dead  ;  which  fo  enraged  the 
reft  of  his  countrymen,  that  they  col¬ 
lided  a  large  reinforcement  from 
Cock -hi  lj,  Limehoufe,  Blackwali, 
Sec.  and  went  .armed  with  blud¬ 
geons  to  the  houfe  at  Stepney, 

where 
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where  the  Lafcars  were,  and  dared 
them  to  come  out ;  a  great  riot  en- 
fued,  and  the  matter  became  fo  fe- 
rious  as  to  call  for  the  interference 
of  the  peace-officers  to  put  a  flop  to 
it,  which  with  much  trouble  they 
did.  The  Tartars  feized  a  poor 
Lafcar  coming  out  of  Stepney 
church-yard,  tied  his  hands  behind 
him,  and  were  going  to  have  blood 
for  blood,  as  they  termed  it,  in  re¬ 
venge  for  their  countryman,  who  it 
is  fuppofea  cannot  recover.  But 
luckily  for  the  poor  fellow,  fome  of 
the  peace-officers  hearing  of  it,  in- 
terpofed  and  faved  him,  and  with 
much  entreaty  prevailed  on  the  Tar¬ 
tars  to  difperfe.  Great  numbers  of 
them  took  their  abode  at  the  Green 
Dragon,  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Two  poor  blacks  perifhed  for 
want  early  on  Saturday  morning 
the  1 5th.  It  feems  they  had  crept  un¬ 
der  the  new  Hone-buildings  in  Lin- 
coln’s-inn,  behind  the  Six  Clerks 
Office,  and  as  the  watchman  was 
going  his  walk,  and  calling  the 
hour  of  four,  he  heard  the  groan  of 
a  man,  and  on  his  fearching  under 
the  building,  found  the  two  poor 
diftreffied  objects  ;  one  of  them  was 
juft  dead,  and  the  other  was  fo  far 
exhaufted  that  he  died  before  the 
leaft  affiftance  could  be  given  him  ; 
indeed,  no  other  comfort  could  have/ 
been  had  at  that  hour,  than  a  little 
fpirits  and  water  which  the  watchman 
had  by  him  to  drink  during  the 
night,  and  which  was  accordingly 
adminiftered,  but  without  elfedt. 

2  ^  It  is  a  faff  not  lefs  alarm¬ 
ing  than  true,  that  the  a- 
mount  of  that  national  bane  the 
poor  rates,  has  increafed,  within 
this  year  or  two,  above  a  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  a  year. 

Poland ,  Off.  20.  The  Pruffian  a- 
gents  who  arrived  fome  time  fince 
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in  this  kingdom,  have  purchafed  a 
great  number  of  horfes  for  military 
l'ervice,  and  likewife  great  quanti¬ 
ties  of  rye  and  wheat.  They  ftill 
remain  here  in  expectation  of  re¬ 
ceiving  new  commiffions, 

,  The  treaty  of  an  alliance 
24t  offenfive  and  defenftve  be¬ 
ing  ftgned  between  Ruffia,  Auftria, 
and  Venice,  is  no  longer  kept  fecret. 
The  intent  of  this  alliance  is  to 
check  any  hoftile  meafures  of  the 
Porte,  and  to  force  it  to  comply 
with  the  emperor’s  defires  relative 
to  the  boundaries.  The  weak  ftate 
of  the  Ottoman  empire,  notwith- 
ftanding  its  military  preparations, 
and  the  divifions  among  its  minif- 
ters,  feem  to  prefage  the  approach¬ 
ing  ruin  of  that  once  formidable 
power. 

The  London  packet,  captain 
Truxton,  is  arrived  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  after  a  fine  paftage,  and 
landed  Dr.  Franklin  in  good  health ; 
upon  which  occafion  the  city  was  il¬ 
luminated,  with  other  demonftra- 
tions  of  joy. 

1  The  Pennfylvania  packet 
‘  *  mentioned,  that  the  cele¬ 

brated  democratic  hiftoria.11,  Mrs. 
Catharine  McAulay  Graham,  failed 
for  Europe  the  middle  of  July 
laft. 

Yefterday’s  poll  brought  accounts 
of  the  greateft  difcontents  which 
have  fhewn  themselves  for  fome 
years  in  Scotland,  having  broken 
out  into  afts  of  public  outrage  at 
Aberdeen.  When  the  exprefs  left 
Aberdeen,  the  prifoners  who  had 
been  committed  by  the  provoft  were 
liberated  by  force;  —  the  council 
chamber  was  nearly  deftroyed,  and 
the  magiftrates  obliged  to  fly  for 
fafety  ; — -the  military  were  called  in, 
but  being  too  few  in  number  to  en¬ 
counter  the  vaft  multitude  of  the  dif- 

[i£]  2  affijftcd. 
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affe&ed,  no  ufe  could  be  made 
of  them— — They  are  fuppofed  to 
be  encouraged  and  ftimulated  by 
the  Jacobite  and  republican  parties, 
who  are  both  very  numerous  in  A- 
berdeenihire. 

ot  Died.  On  Saturday  morn¬ 

ing  laft,  in  Berry-ftreet, 
in  the  29th  year  of  her  age,  Mrs. 
Kelly,  the  noted  Irijh  Fairy,  who 
was  only  ^4  inches  high ;  Ihe  was 
that  mornntg  delivered  of  a  child 
22  inches  long,  by  MelTrs.  Mor- 
gate,  Donne,  and  Rigby  ;  the  child 
lived  abqut  two  hours  after  its  birth. 
Mrs.  Kelly  had  been  (hewn  in  Nor¬ 
wich  fome  time  previous  to  her 
death  ;  the  fmallnefs  of  her  figure, 
and  the  circumftance  of  her  being 
pregnant,  caufed  a  vaft  number  of 
people  to  fee  her,  and  Ihe  was 
reckoned  the  greateft  curiofity  ever 
ften. 


NOVEMBER  1785. 

iH  We  are  informed  that  Ara¬ 
bia  has  again  produced  a  pro¬ 
phet  and  a  warrior,  who  is  begin¬ 
ning  with  fuccefs  the  career  of  the 
impoffor  Mahomet.  This  man  has 
already  colle&ed  a  large  body  of 
difciples  and  followers  from  the  va¬ 
rious  tribes  of  Arabs,  He  forbids  his 
difciples  from  pilgrimage  to  or  at 
the  tomb  of  Mahomet,  averting  that 
the  power  ef  that  prophet  is  now  fu- 
perfedcd  by  his  million.  He  has 
framed  feveral  new  laws  in  addition 
to  his  predeceftor’s,  which  he  fays 
the  depravity  of  mankind  has  ren¬ 
dered  neceffary,  and  that  he  has  long 
v Slice  been  appointed  by  the  Supreme 
Power  to  work  a  reformation.  He 
keeps  his  troops  in  the  moll  exa& 
difcipline,  and  has  already  feized  on 
feveral  ftrong  polls.  It  is  lufpsfted 
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that  his  firft  ftep  will  be  to  fall  cm 
the  caravan  from  the  Porte  to  Mecca. 
The  event  of  this  pretender  is  un¬ 
certain,  but  he  bids  fair  for  fuccefs. 
The  Arabs,  naturally  of  a  fiery  and 
turbulent  difpofition,  wanted  only  a 
chief  to  unite,  and  lead  them  from 
their  defarts.  When  we  relied,  that 
from  thefe  people  have  fprung  con¬ 
querors  who  have  fubdued  the  eall, 
we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  it  is  not 
improbable  that  another  uncommon 
revolution  may  take  place, 

Madrid,  Nov.  %.  Letters  from 
Carthagena,  in  South  America,  give 
an  account  of  an  earthquake  which 
was  felt  in  the  city  ®f  Santa  Fe,  on 
the  1 2  th  of  July  laid,  at  eight  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  Two  churches  were 
entirely  dellroyed,  and  many  public 
and  private  buildings  greatly  da¬ 
maged.  The  Ihock  was  felt  in  the 
neighbouring  towms  and  villages  of 
Yugativa,  Caxica,  and  othsrs,  where 
the  churches  alfo  have  been  left  in 
ruins.  Fortunately  the  number  of 
lives  loft  appears  to  have  been  fmall. 
Jn  Santa  Fe  the  perfons  killed  a- 
mounted  only  to  fourteen. 

The  archbiftiop,  who  is  alfo  vice¬ 
roy  of  Santa  Fe,  has  made  over  the 
whole  revenues  of  his  diocefe  for  the 
relief  of  the  fufferers,  and  had  receiv¬ 
ed  on  this  occafion  the  thanks  of  his 
catholic  majefty,  with  liberty  to  draw 
from  the  royal  trealiiry  what  further 
aftiftance  he  may  judge  neceftary. 

Fontainbhau ,  Nov.  10.  On  the 
8th  of  this  month  the  definitive  trea¬ 
ty  of  peace  between  the  Emperor 
and  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  was 
figned  here  by  their  refpedive  Am- 
baffadors,  under  the  mediation  and 
guarantee  of  the  King. 

Berlin,  Nov.  5.  te  By  a  printed 
lift  of  the  military  eftablifhment  for 
this  year,  it  is  made  to  amount  to 
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552,337  men,  152,829  infantry; 
and  the  remaining  39,548  cavalry. 
The  corps  of  artillery  confifts  of 
11,582  men.  Thefe  troops  are 
Cantoned  in  the  following  manner  : 
39, 1 84  infantry,  and  4,930  cavalry, 
in  Magdebourgh  ;  10,582  infantry, 
and 7,669 cavalry  in  Pruffia;  1 1,909 
infantry  in  Weilphalia  ;  35,322  in¬ 
fantry,  and  12,143  cavalry,  in  Sile- 
fia.  This  army  is  in  complete  or- 
d^r,  and  well  equipped,  and  our 
monarch  yelies  on  being  able  by  its 
means  to  repel  the  attack  of  any 
enemy  whatever.” 

Earl  Cornwallis  and  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  met  at  the  late  review 
of  the  Pruflian  troops  at  Potfdam,  and 
had  the  honour  of  being  introduced 
to  each  other  by  the  veteran  Frede¬ 
rick  himfelf. 

One  Wood,  a  ferjeant  in 
*  *  the  Coldftream  regiment,  who 

had  been  wounded  in  America,  died 
in  Chelfea  college  ;  on  the  fame 
morning  his  brother  being  run  over 
by  a  brewer’s  dray,  in  Paradife-row, 
was  killed  ;  a  third  brother  died 
while  he  fat  at  table  to  dinner,  at  a 
houfe  at  Clapham  ;  and  a  filler,  who 
was  the  only  one  remaining  of  the 
family,  was  fo  overcome  with  the 
melancholy  Ihock,  that  Ihe  hanged 
herfelf. 

Efcurial ,  Nov.  24.  On  the  i8th 
inllant  the  King  of  Spain  publilhed 
,an  edidt,  prohibiting,  under  fevere 
enalties,  the  ufe  of  more  than  two 
orfes  or  mules  in  gentlemen’s  car¬ 
riages,  within  the  different  towns  in 
this  country.  A  circular  letter  has 
been  fent  to  the  foreign  minillers 
refiding  at  this  court,  with  a  copy  of 
the  editt,  expreffing  his  Catholic 
Majefty’s  hopes  that  they  will  fet 
the  example  to  the  public,  by  com¬ 
plying  with  the  new  regulation. 

Tfie  fame  edift  alfo  abolilhes  the 


celebrated  Bull  Feafls  (fo  long  the 
favourite  diverfion  of  the  Spaniards) 
except  in  particular  cafes,  where  the 
profits  arifing  from  that  exhibition 
have  been  appropriated  to  pious  or 
patriotic  ufes,  and  where  no  fund 
has  yet  been  fet  afide  to  lupply  the 
deficiency  that  would  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  fuppreflion. 

The  motive  afligned  for  thefe 
prohibitions,  in  the  preamble  of  the 
edift,  is  the  great  deftruftion  of  cat¬ 
tle,  which  might  be  better  employed 
in  agriculture,  and  other  ufefui  oc- 
cupations. 

Ext  rad  of  a  letter  from  Vienna, 
Nov .  20. 

“The  Emperor  had  ahair-breadth 
efcape  for  his  life  lately.  Having 
from  motives  of  curiofity  got  on  a 
fcaffold  eredled  before  fome  houfes, 
which  are  building  in  the  Faux- 
bourgs,  the  fcaffol  ding  fuddenlygave 
way,  and  his  Majefly  mufl  inevita¬ 
bly  have  been  killed,  had  he  not 
been  faved  by  a  bricklayer’s  la¬ 
bourer  catching  hold  of  him.  The 
Emperor  gave  him  twenty-four  du¬ 
cats,  and  has  fettled  a  penfion  of 
three  hundred  florins  on  him.” 

Extrad  of  a  letter  from  Rheims. 

“  A  few  weeks  paft,  a  man  was 
executed  in  this  city,  whofe  fate  is 
really  fmgular.  —  About  fourteen 
years  ago  he  was  deputy-keeper  of 
one  of  the  prifons  in  this  town,  from 
whence  he  affilled.  a  prifoner  of  emi¬ 
nence  in  making  his  efcape.  For 
this  fervice  he  received  a  reward  of 
1500  louis-d’ors,  with  which  fum  he 
returned  into  his  own  country  (at 
the  foot  of  the  Alps)  where  he  re¬ 
mained  perfectly  fecure ;  but  being 
no  longer  able  to  refill  an  earneil 
defire  he  had  to  revifit  this  city,  to 
which  his  long  refidence  had  given 
him  a  particular  attachment,  and 
thinking  the  number  of  years  which 
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had  elapfed,  rendered  him  fecure 
from  a  difcovery,  he  fet  out,  and  ar¬ 
rived  about  eight  weeks  ago.  But 
the  feeond  night  after,  goj.ng  into  a 
fmall  cabatet ,  he  was  immediately 
recognized  by  a  perfon  fitting  there, 
who  went  and  informed  an  officer, 
by  whom  he  was  apprehended,  and 
being  condemned  to  die,  the  fen- 
tence  was  inftantly  put  in  execu¬ 
tion.’ ? 

Captain  Mackenzie  has  received 
his  Majefty’s  pardon,  for  the  murder 
of  the  foldier  at  Fort  Moree,  by 
fhooting  him  from  a  cannon  ;  but  is 
now  detained  in  Newgate,  and  it  is 
expeaed  he  will  be  tried  $t  the  next 
Admiralty  feffions  for  piracy,  in 
cutting  out  (with  a  detachment  of 
his  men)  from  under  the  guns  of  a 
Dutch  fort  on  the  coafi  of  Africa,  a 
Portuguefe  fhip,  with  Dutch  colours ; 
in  confequence  of  which  a  complaint 
has  been  laid  againft  him  by  the 
Portuguefe  ambaffador.  Govern¬ 
ment  detains  11,000  pounds  worth 
of  his  gold  drift,  till  he  gives  an 
account  of  the  King’s  ftores  which 
were  entruftqd  to  his  care.  His  fa¬ 
ther  has  died  ftnce  his  confinement, 
and  left  him  an  eftate  ox  500  1.  a 
year  ;  but  it  is  thought  lie  wifi  not 
be  able  to  make  any  thing  of  it,  it 
being  mortgaged  for  a  conliderable 
fum.  He  is  in  a  very  poor  ftate  of 
health. 

„  ,  An  edid  lias  been  iftued 
l*  out  at  Paris  by  the  fovereign, 
and  regiftered  at  the  Royal  Mint, 
ordering  a  new  coinage,  and  a  ge¬ 
neral  recal  of  all  the  gold  fpecie. 
The  louis-d’ors  of  24  livres  curren¬ 
cy,  brought  to  the  faid  mint,  fhall 
be  taken  at  the  rate  of  25  livres 
each,  if  offered  at  any  time  during 
the  fpace  of  four  months,  after  which 
the  faid  louis  will  pafs  current  at  the 
rate  of  22  livres  only.  It  is  hence 
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prefumed,  that  the  new  coin  will  be 
afteffed  at  the  fterling  current,  at  all 
events  it  may  prove  no  bad  fpecula- 
tion  for  thofe  who,  having  a  great 
deal  of  cafh  in  their  hands,  will  be 
expeditious  in  difpofing  of  it  at  the 
above  advanced  price.  It  is  thought, 
however,  that  the  innovation  will 
hurt  trade  in  general,  as  it  was  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  year  1726,  when 
{uch  a  reform  took  place ;  for  which 
reafon  the  ftate  of  the  current  coin 
never  underwent  any  alteration  fines 
the  above  period. 

Died.  At  his  houfe  in  B  ucking- 
ham-ftreet,  York- buildings,  Mr. 
John  Henderfon,  of  Covent-garder* 
theatre  ;  a  gentleman  whole  loffi 
will  be  feverely  felt  by  all  admirers 
of  dramatic  exhibition,  and  fincerely 
regretted  by  a  large  and  molt  re- 
fpe&able  circle  of  acquaintance  ; 
Mr.  Henderfon  having  been  in  as 
high  eftimation  for  his  private  vir¬ 
tues,  as  his  profeffional  talents. 
Mr.  Henderfon  left  a  will  behind 
him  in  his  own  hand-writing,  which, 
though  not  fealed  or  figned,  is  fuf- 
ficient  in  law  to  diredt  the  difpofition 
of  his  perfpnal  e fie 61s,  which  amounf 
to  upwards  of  6000 1. 


DECEMBER  1785. 

Paris,  Dec,  2.  By  an  ordinance 
of  the  King’s  Council  of  State  of 
the  1 3th  ult.  a  duty  is  impofed  upon 
all  foreign  carriages  brought  into 
this  country.  Four-wheeled  car¬ 
riages  are  to  pay  800  livres  each. 
Travellers  are  to  pay  the  duty  oply 
by  way  of  form,  as  the  fum  is  to  be 
reimburfed  if  they  quit  the  kingdom 
with  the  fame  vehicles.  The  lame 
allowance  is  made  in  favour  of  na¬ 
tives  and  others  taking  carriages  out 
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of  the  kingdom  for  the  purpofe  of 
travelling  into  foreign  countries.  ' 

.  i  | 

Sentence  of  Mr.  A/lette ,  Attorney , 
for  Perjury. 

Judge  Willes  addreffed  himfelf  to 
the  prifoner  nearly  as  follows : 

Edward  Aylette,  you  Hand  before 
the  court,  convidled  on  full  and  am¬ 
ple  tedimony  of  the  crime  of  Per¬ 
jury. — You  have  moved  an  arred  of 
judgment,  and  have  been  heard  by 
your  counfel,  who  have  exerted 
themfelves  much  on  the  occafion. 
But  the  court  have  conlidered  your 
plea  not  fufficient  to  fet  afide  the 
indidtment. — You  have  net  denied 
the  fact  of  perjury — you  have  not 
moved  for  a  new  trial — you  have 
not  brought  your  clerks  to  difprove 
a  fingle  circumdance  alledged  a- 
gaindyou;  and  there  is  not,  there¬ 
fore,  a  doubt  remaining  in  our 
breads  of  your  having  committed 
the  crime.  The  fadt  is  notorious 
to  every  bodv  ;  and  as  the  indidt- 
ment  was  preferred  againd  you  to 
the  end  that  judice  might  be  done, 
fo  it  is  neceffary  to  pafs  the  fentence 
of  the  law  upon  you.  You  have 
been  long  an  attorney  of  this  court, 
and  in  your  extenfive  practice  you 
mud  have  diicovered,  that  of  all 
crimes,  perjury  is  the  mod  dange¬ 
rous  to  fociety.  It  perverts  judice, 

- — it  unhinges  the  law, — it  deftroys 
liberty  and  property, — and  in  the 
pra&ice  of  the  court,  is  a  mod  dan¬ 
gerous  evil.  You  have  feen  by  a 
late  determination,  that  neither  rank 
nor  fortune  can  fave  a  man  from  the 
ignominious  punilhment  attendant 
on  this  crime  ;  and  therefore,  I 
mud  inform  you,  the  fentence  of 
this  court  is  : 

“  That  you,  Edward  Aylette,  do 
fi  pay  unto  the  King  the  fum  of  five 
**  hundred  pounds,  and  that  you  be 
held  in  execution  until  the  fame 


is  paid.  That  you  be  imprifoned 
tf  in  the  goal  of  Newgate  for  twelve 
**  months,  and  that  once  within  that 
“  time,  between  the  hours  of  twelve 
“  at  noon  and  two  in  the  after boon, 
“  you  dand  in  and  upon  the  pillory 
tc  in  Palace-yard,  Weftminfter.” 

Mr.  Aylette  was  then  conveyed 
to  Newgate  by ’Mr.  Akerman. 

The  execution  on  Thurfday  lad 
made  up  no  iefs  a  number  than 
ninety-fix  perlons  executed  in  the 
Old  Bailey  fmee  the  beginning  of 
February  laft. 

The  unfortunate  Francis  Storer,. 
who  was  executed  on  Thurfday, 
Dec,  id.  in  the  Old  Bailey,  had 
twice  before  been  capitally  convict¬ 
ed,  and  received  mercy  on  condition 
of  working  feven  years  upon  the 
hulks ;  but  he  behaved  with  fo  much 
propriety,  that  he  obtained  a  dif- 
charge  in  confequence  of  a  fit  of 
ficknefs,  at  the  end  of  four  years 
bondage.  He  folemnly  declared 
the  evidence  againd  him  tempted 
him  to  follow  his  old  courfes,  and 
acknowledged  being  concerned  in 
robbing  the  Right  Hoh.  Wm.  Pitt’s 
houfe  of  a  large  quantity  of  plate 
fome  time  fince,  which  offence  he 
afferted  was  planned  by  one  of  the 
journeymen  employed  in  working 
the  metal,  who  was  fince  dead.  He 
alfo,  on  fome  quedions  being  put  to 
him  by  a  gentleman  jud  before  he 
mounted  the  fcaffold,owned  his  hav¬ 
ing  been  privy  to  the  dealing  of  the 
Great  Seal ;  but  obdinately  refuled 
telling  who  the  robbers  were,  faying 
they  were  alive,  and  he  truded 
would  be  adrnonifhed  by  his  misfor¬ 
tune,  and  ferioufiy  repent  of  their 
crimes. 

The  Right  Hon.  Wm.  Eden 

*  biffed  hands  at  St.  James’s,  as 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minider 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of 
France,  for  the  purpofe  of  nego- 
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cii^ing  certain  commercial  arrange* 
ments  with  that  kingdom. 

Extra#  of  a  letter  front  Salijbury # 
Dec.iz. 

**  Monday  laft  Col.  Jofeph  Brandt, 
the'  celebrated  King  of  the  Mo¬ 
hawks,  arrived  in  this  city  from 
America*  and  after  dining  with  Col. 
de  Peifter  at  the  head  quarters  here, 
proceeded  immediately  on  his  jour¬ 
ney  to  London.  This  extraordinary 
perfonage  is  faid  to  have  prefided 
at  the  late  grand  Congrefs  of  con¬ 
federate  chiefs  of  the  Indian  nations 
in  America,  and  to  be  by  them  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  conduct  and  chief 
command  in  the  war  which  they 
now  meditate  againft  the  United 
States  of  America.  He  took  his 
departure  for  England  immediately 
as  that  affembly  broke  up  ;  and  it  is 
conjectured  that  his  embaffy  t©  the 
Britifh  court  is  of  great  importance. 
This  country  owes  much  to  the  fer- 
vicesof  Col.  Brandt  during  the  late 
war  jn  America.  He  was  educated 
at  Philadelphia,  is  a  very  lhrewd 
intelligent  perfon,  poffeffes  great 
Courage  and  abilities  as  a  warrior, 
and  is  inviolably  attached  to  the 
Englifh  nation.” 

,  The  Eaft  India  Company’s 

^  *  dividend  from  Midfummer 
laft  to  Chriftmas,  was  declared  at 
the  general  Court  on  Wednefday 
to  be  four  per  cent. 

Died.  At  Twickenham,  after 
a  very  ftiort  illnefs,  in  the  73d  year 
of  her  age,  Mrs.  Catharine  Clive, 
The  original  genius  of  this  excellent 
a&refs  made  her  as  incomparable  as 
inimitable,  and  maintained  her  with- 
out  a  rival  on  the  ftage  during  her 
performance  there.  She  retired 
with  a  fmall  fortune,  and  content¬ 
edly  enjoyed  what  fhe  had  acquired 
by  her  own  labour. — Mrs,  Clive 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr,,  William 


Raftor,  a  gentleman  who  was  a  na* 
iive  of  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  bred,  to  the  law.  Mifs 
Raftor  was  born  in  t  7  n  ,  and  fhew- 
ed  a  very  early  inclination  and  ge¬ 
nius  for  the  ftage.  Her  firft  appear¬ 
ance  was  in  boy’s  clothes,  in  the 
tragedy  of  Mithridates,  king  of 
Pontus,  in  which  Ihe  was  introduced 
only  to  ling  a  fong.  In  1731  Ihe 
appeared  in  the  part  of  Nell,  in  the 
Devil  to  Pay :  this  was  the  firft  cha¬ 
racter  which  afforded  her  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  difplaying  her  comic  pow¬ 
ers,  which  afterwards  ripened  into 
fo  much  perfection. 

1  It  is  with  extreme  concern 
we  inform  the  public  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Cipriani,  who  expired 
at  his  houfe  near  the  King’s  Mews, 
yefterday  morning.  His  indifpoli- 
tion  was  a  violent  rheumatic  fever, 
which  confined  him  to  his  room  for 
fome  weeks  previous  to  his  diffolu- 
tion.— ‘The  clalfical  elegance  of  his, 
pencil  will  be  a  laftipg  memorial  of 
his  fcientific  fkill,  and  do  honour  to 
his  name  as  long  as  the  polite  arts 
are  in  eftimatioa.  From  his  correct 
outline  and  tender  colouring,  the 
tafte  of  the  nation  has  received  its, 
belt  improvement,  and  the  Royal 
Academy  considered  him  p  the  trueft 
model  of  grace.  Of  his  private 
virtues,  all  who  knew  him  will  fub- 
feribe  a  ready  teftimony;  and  to 
thofe  who  knew  him  not,  it  is  im~ 
poffible  to  convey  an  idea  of  his 
friendly  heart  and  affable  manners. 


BIRTHS  for  the  year  17  £5-., 

Jan.  2$,  Peterfburgh.  A  few 
days  fince  her  ferenp 
highnefs  the  princefs 
©f  Wirtemberg  was 
{afely 
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&fely  delivered  of  aprin- 
cefs, 

31,  The  countefs  of  Ayles* 
ford,  of  a  daughter. 

Feb.  2 .  The  lady  of  lord  Gallo¬ 
way,  of  a  daughter. 

6.  The  lady  of  the  hon. 

,  Walhington  Shirley  was 
delivered  of  a  daughter. 

1 6.  The  lady  of  Sir  Henry 
Dafhwood,  bart.  of  ? 
daughter. 

28.  The  countefs  dowager  of 
Weftmoreland,  of  a  fon. 

March  jo,  The  lady  of  John  Black- 
burne,  elq;  (member  of 
parliament  for  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Lancafter)  of  a 
daughter. 

13.  Her  grace  the  duchefs  of 
Athol,  of  a  fon, 

16.  Lady  Hinton,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

April  27.  Laft  week  the  hon,  Mrs, 
Stewart,  of  a  daughter. 

30,  The  lady  of  the  hon,  co¬ 
lonel  Rodney,  of  aC  fon. 

May  5,  The  lady  of  Sir  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  of  a  fon. 
Lady  Eleanor  Dundas, 
of  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  the  hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  Grimfton,  of  Ox- 
hey,  in  Hertfordfhire,  of 
a  fon. 

6.  Vifcountefs  Hereford,  of 
a  daughter. 

17.  The  lady  of  lord  vif- 
count  Falmouth,  of  a 
daughter. 

23.  This  morning  lady  Ne¬ 
ville,  of  a  fon. 

25.  The  countefs  of  Tanker- 
ville,  of  a  daugh  ter. 

June  4,  Lady  Mahon,  of  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  Balgtmie,  of  a  fon. 

28.  The  right  hon. ladyEliza- 
beth  Fane,  of  a  daughter. 


July  2.  The  lady  of  the  hon.  and 
right  rev.  the  bilhop  of 
Winchefter,  of  a  fon. 

31.  The  countefs  of  Walde- 
grave,  of  a  daughter. 

Aug.  1,  The  countefs  of  Caven, 
of  a  daughter. 

29.  At  her  houfe  in  Picca¬ 
dilly,  her  grace  the  du¬ 
chefs  of  Devonlhire,  of 
a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  lord  Brown- 
low,  of  a  fon,  at  his  lord- 
fhip,s  houfe  in  Hill-ftreet» 
Berkeley-fquare. 

Sept.  1.  The  lady  of  lord  Mon- 
fon,  of  a  fon  and  heir,  at 
his  lordfhip’s  feat,  near 
Lincoln. 

On  Thurfday  the  8  th  inft, 
her  grace  the  duchefs 
of  Marlborough,  of  a 
daughter,  at  Blenheim. 

II.  Lady  Deerhurft,  of  a 
daughter,  at  Streatham. 

J3.  LadyTownfend,ofa fon, 
at  his  lordfhip’s  houfe,  in 
Mortimer-ftreet, 

30,  The  lady  of  the  right 
hon.  lord  Algernon  Per¬ 
cy,  of  a  fon. 

Oft.  25.  The  duchefs  of  Grafton, 
of  a  fon,  at  his  grace’s 
houfe,  in  Piccadilly. 

31.  The  lady  of  the  right  hon. 
lord  St.  John,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Nov.  8.  The  lady  of  lord  St.  A- 
faph,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

13.  Lady  Duncannon,  of  a 
daughter. 

14.  The  right  hon.  lady  Ba- 
got,  of  a  daughter. 

16.  At  Edinburgh,  her  grace 
the  duchefs  of  Gordon, 
of  a  fon. 

The  countefs  of  Radnor, 
of  a  fon. 


17.  The 
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17.  The  lady  of  SirW.  Mid- 
dleton,  bart.  member  for 
Northumberland,  of  a 
daughter,. 

Bee.  6.  The  lady  of  the  right 
hon.  lord  vifeount  Fur-, 
nour,  of  a  daughter. 


MARRIAGES  for  the  year  1785. 

Feb.  3.  James  Everard  Arun¬ 
dell,  efq;  count  of  the 
facred  Roman  empire, 
eldeft  fon  of  the  hon. 
James  Everard  Arun- 
dell,  of  Afhcome,  in  the 
county  of  Dorfet,  to  the 
hon.  Mifs  Arundell, 
countefs  of  the  facred 
Roman  empire,  elded: 
daughter  of  the  right 
hon.  lord  Arundell. 

Luke  Dillon,  efq;  of  Ma- 
ry-le-bone,  to  the  right 
hon.  lady  Margaret  Au- 
gulla  De  Burgh,  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  right  hon. 
John  late  ear)  of  Clanr 
rickarde. 

March  3.  The  right  hon.  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Graham,  to  Mils 
Alhburnham,  daughter 
of  lord  Alhburnham. 

37.  Earl  Clanricarde,  to  Mils 
Powlett,  only  daughter 
of  George  Powlett,  efq; 
of  Portman-fquare. 

19.  The  hpn.  John  Sommers 
Cocks,  to  Mifs  Nafh, 
only  daughter  of  the  rev. 
Dr.  Nadi,  of  Bevere. 

April  9.  Lifbon.  On  Saturday 
laft  this  court,  having  re¬ 
ceived  the  news  of  the 
celebration  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  the  Infant  Don 
Juan  of  Portugal  with 
?  the  Infanta  of  Spain, 


orders  were  immediate¬ 
ly  given  for  three  days 
illuminations  and  gala, 
and  the  ambaftadors  and 
foreign  minifters  were 
admitted  to  pay  their 
compliments  to  her  mod 
faithful  majefty,  and  to 
the  royal  family,  on 
Monday  laft,  upon  the 
occalion. 

May  10.  Sir  James  Graham,  bart. 

of  Nethy,  in  Cumber¬ 
land,  to  lady  Catharine 
Stewart,  eldeft  daughter 
of  the  earl  of  Galloway. 

t5.  A  few  days  ago,  the  hon. 
Frederick  Robinfon,  bro¬ 
ther  to  lord  Grantham, 
and  member  for  Ripon  in 
Yorkfnire,  to  Mils  Har¬ 
ris,  filler  of  Sir  James 
Harris,  his  Majefty’s  am- 
baftador  at  the  Hague. 
The  hon.  Richard  How¬ 
ard,  fecretary  to  her  Ma¬ 
jefty,  and  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Effingham,  to 
Mifs  March,  daughter 
of  John  March,  efq;  of 
Ware  fly  Park,  Hun  ting  - 
donftiire. 

£i.  Lifbon.  On  the  10th  inftf 
the  hon.  RobertWalpole, 
bis  Majefty’s  envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Portugal ,  to  Mifs 
Sophia  Stret,  daughter 
of  Richard  Stret,  efq;  of 
Lifbon, 

June  $9.  Sir  CaftelMolyneux,  bart. 

to  Mifs  ODonel,  eldeft 
daughter  to  Sir  Neal 
ODonel,  bart.  of  New¬ 
port,  in  the  county  of 
Mayo. 

July  26.  By  fpecial  licence,  at  the 
right  hon,  the  countefs  of 
flymoqth’s. 
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Plymouth’s,  in  Bruton- 
ftreet,  Sir  James  Tylney 
Long,  bart.  to  lady  Ca¬ 
tharine  Windlor,  filler  to 
the  prelent  earl  of  Ply¬ 
mouth. 

Aug.  S.  John  Grofett  Muirhead, 
efq;  to  the  right  hon.  la¬ 
dy  Jane  Murray,  third 
daughter  of  the  late  duke 
of  Athol. 

1%.  The  right  hon.  lord  vif- 
count  Dyfart,  to  the  hon. 
lady  Ann  Brown,  eldeft 
filler  to  the  earl  of  Alta- 
mont. 

Sept.  8.  Sir  Thomas  George  Ship- 
with,  bart.  to  Mifs  Shir¬ 
ley,  daughter  of  the  hon. 
George  Shirley. 

30.  The  hon.  George  Au- 
guftusNorth,  toMifs  Ho¬ 
bart,  of  St.  James’s- 
fquare. 

p.£l.  31.  B.  Graham,  efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  B.  Graham, 
to  Mifs  P.  Whitworth, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Charles  Whitworth. 

Nov.  17.  The  hon.  rev.  Mr.  L.um- 
ley,  brother  to  the  earl 
of  Scarborough,  to  Mils 
Anna  Maria  Herring. 

pecf  20.  At  Worthy,  the  hon.  Ed¬ 
ward  Bouverie,  brother 
to  the  earl  of  Radnor,  to 
Mifs  A.  Ogle,  daughter 
to  Admiral  Sir  Chaloner 
Ogle. 


principal  PROMOTIONS  for  the 
Tear  1785  5  from  the  London  Ga¬ 
zette,  &c. 

March  10.  Major  Gen.  Camp¬ 
bell,  appointed  governor  of  Madras. 

-  1 1 .  Lord  Balcarras  killed 

;fye  king’s  hand  at  St.  James’s,  on 


being  appointed  fecond  in  military 
command,  in  the  Eall  Indies. 

—  13.  This  day  the  right  hon. 
Thomas,  earl  of  Beftive,  fir  Skef- 
fington  Smyth,  bart.  and  D.  La- 
touche,  efq;  were,  by  his  majefty’s 
command,  fworn  of  his  majefty  ’s  moll 
honourable  privy  council  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  and  took  their  placets 
at  the  board  accordingly. 

April  5.  The  king  has  beenpleafed 
to  appoint  the  rev.  Henry  William 
Majendie,  M.  A.  to  be  a  prebenda¬ 
ry  of  the  free  chapel  of  St.  George, 
in  the  caftle  of  Windfor,  void  by  the  * 
death  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Bray. 

- -  30.  Thomas  Warton,  ba¬ 
chelor  of  divinity,  and  fellow  of 
Trinity  college,  Oxford,  was  fworn 
and  admitted  into  the  place  of  poet 
Jaureat  in  ordinary  to  his  majelly. 

Dublin  Caftle,  April  22.  Letters 
patent  are  preparing  to  be  palled 
Under  the  great  feal  of  this  kingdom, 
for  appointing  lieutenant  general 
William  Augullus  Pitt,  commander 
in  chief  of  his  majefty ’s  forces  in 
this  kingdom,  and  the  commander 
in  chief  of  his  majefty’s  faid  forces 
for  the  time  being,  together  with 
his  majefty’s  right  trully  and  well 
beloved  counlellor  James  Cuff, 
Ponfonby  Moore,  James  Cavendifh, 
William  Handcock,  Ralph  Ward, 
Fitzherbert  Richards,  efqrs.  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Langrillie,  efq;  in  the  room  of 
Thomas  St.  George,  deceafed,  to  be 
commiffioners  and  overfeers  ofall  his 
majefty’s  barracks  in  this  kingdom. 

June  11.  The  king  has  been 
pleafed  to  conftitute  and  appoint 
the  right  hon.  Francis,  baron  Of- 
borne,  (commonly  called  marquis 
of  Carmarthen)  to  be  governor  ®f 
the  illands  of  Scilly,  alias  Sully, 
alias  Sorlingues,  in  the  room  of  the 
right  hon.  Francis,  lord  Godolphin, 
deceafed. 

8  i  So 


a$j]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784*5, 


—  18.  The  king  has  been 
pleafed  to  grant  to  the  earl  of  Ux¬ 
bridge,  the  feveral  offices  of  con- 
liable  or  keeper  of  the  calile  of 
Carnarvon,  ranger  of  the  foreft  of 
Snowdon,  and  lleward  of  all  his 
majefty’s  lordlhips,  manors,  lands, 
and  tenements,  belonging  to  the 
late  diffolved  monaftry  of  Bard&y, 
in  the  county  of  Carnarvon. 

—  25.  The  king  has  been 
pleafed  to  appoint  Charles  Whit¬ 
worth,  efq;  to  be  his  majefty’s  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  king 
and  republic  of  Poland. 


SHERIFFS  appointed  by  his  Ma- 
jejiy  in  Council ,  for  1 7  85. 

Berkjhire .  Edward  Thornhill, 
of  Kingiton  Lille,  efq;  in  the  room 
©f  Francis  Robfon,  of  Tubney,  efq. 

Bedfordfire.  William  Gibbard, 
of  Sharnbrooke,  efq. 

Bucks .  Thomas  Saunders,  of 
Brill,  efq. 

Cumberland .  Edward  Knubley, 
of  Wigton,  efq. 

Chef  ire.  The  honourable  Wil- 
braham  Tollemache,  of  Wood- 
hay. 

Camb ,  and  Hunt .  John  Crich- 
loe  Turner,  of  Great  Stakley, 
efq. 

Devon  fire.  John  Henry  South- 
COte,  of  Buckland,  efq. 

Dorfetfire .  The  hon.  Lionel 
Damer,  of  Warmvvell. 

Derby  fire .  Herbert  Greenfmith, 
of  Priory,  efq. 

EJfex.  George  Bowles,  of  Wan - 
ftead,  efq. 

Gloucejlerjhire .  John  Niblett,  of 
Glouller,  efq. 

Hertfordfire .  William  Philli- 

mere,  of  Aldenham,  efq. 


Herefordjhlre .  Sir  Hungerford 
Hoflcins,  bart. 

Kent .  Edward  Knatchbull,  of 
Provender,  efq. 

Leicejl  erf  hire.  William  Vann,  of 
Belgrave,  efq. 

Lincolnfire.  Charles  Chaplin, 
of  B'lankney,  efq. 

Monmoicthfire.  William  Rees, 
of  St.  Bride’s.,  efq. 

Northumberland .  Sir  Henry  Lid- 
del,  bart. 

Northampton  fire.  Lucas  Ward, 
©f  Guillborough,  efq. 

Norfolk ,  Edward  Stracey,  of 
Rackheath,  efq. 

Nottingham  fire.  Sherbrooke 
Lowe,  of  Southwell,  efq, 

Oxford  fire.  John  Lenthall  the 
younger,  of  Burford,  efq. 

Rutlandfire .  Thomas  Falkner, 
of  Morcott,  efq. 

S  hr  op  fire.  Robert  More,  of 

Linley,  e{q, 

Somerfetfire .  Richard  Crofs,  of 
Broomfield,  efq. 

Stajfrdfire .  Thomas  Stevenfon, 
of  Stafford,  efq. 

Suffolk .  Sir  Thomas  Gooch,  of 
Benacre,  bart. 

Southampton.  Sir  John  Whajley 
Gardiner,  bart. 

Surrey .  James  Payne,  of  Chert- 
fey,  efq. 

Suffex .  William  Nelthorpe,  of 
Sedgwick  Park,  efq. 

Warvoickfire.  Jofeph  BoultbeCi 
of  Baxterley,  efq, 

Worcefterfire.  Richard  Bourne 
Charlett,  of  Elmly  Caitle,  efq. 

IV ilt fire.  James  Sutton,  of 
Roundwav,  efq, 

York  fire.  Sir  Thomas  Turner 
Slingfby,  of  Sriven  Park,  bart. 

$  O  U  T  H  WALES. 

Brecon.  Walter  Roberts,  of 
Lj&nvihangell,  efq. 

Car * 
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Carmarthen.  William  Lewes*  of 
Llyfnewyed,  efq. 

Cardigan.  Thomas  Powell,  of 
Nanteos,  efq. 

Glamorgan .  Stephen  White*  of 
Miikin,  efq. 

Pembroke.  John  Lloyd,  of  Dale 
Cattle,  efq. 

Radnor.  James  Price,  of  Clirow, 
efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Angkfea .  Richard  Lloyd,  of 
Monachdu,  efq. 

Carnarvon.  John  Jones,  of 
Brynhir,  efq. 

Denbigh.  John  Twigge,  of 
Burras,  efq. 

Flint .  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  of 
Hanmer,  bart. 

Merioneth.  John  Jones,  of  Caff- 
ty,  efq. 

Montgomery.  Samuel  Yates,  of 
Laebrinmair,  efq. 

At  a  council  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  held  at 
Carleton  Houle,  the  7th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  17 85,  Weffion  Helyar,  of 
Newton,  efq;  was  appointed  fheriit 
for  the  county  of  Cornwall,  for  the 
year  1785,  by  his  royal  highnefs 
she  Prince  of  Wales  in  council. 


DEATHS  for  1785. 

Jan.  31.  In  the  88th  year  of 
'her  age,  the  right  hon.  lady  dow¬ 
ager  Stourton,  daughter  and  foie 
heirefs  of  Bartholomew  Walmfley, 
efq, 

Feb.  9.  The  countefs  of  Straf¬ 
ford,  at  the  earl’s  feat  at  Went¬ 
worth,  in  Yorklhire.  She  was 
daughter  of  the  celebrated  John 
duke  of  Argyle,  and  fitter  to 


lady  Dalkeith,  and  lady  Mary 
Coke. 

1 1 .  The  right  hon.  lady  Pene¬ 
lope  Crighton  Dalrymple,  lifter  to 
the  late  earl  of  Dumfries,  and  to 
James  and  William,  fucceftively 
earls  of  Stair. 

19.  Sir  John  Stapylton,  bart. 
of  My  ton-hall,  in  Yorklhire. 

The  dowager  lady  Gower,  at 
her  feat  at  Bill  Hill,  in  Berk- 
Ihire. 

20.  General  Philip  Honeywood, 
colonel  of  the  third  regimefit  of 
dragoon  guards,  and  governor  of 
Hull. 

23,  At  Marybone,  fir  Thomas 
Pye,  admiral  of  the  whke,  and 
lieutenant  general  of  the  ma¬ 
rines. 

April  27.  Monday  fe’nnight,  at 
Edinburgh,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
garet  Murray,  daughter  of  the 
deceafed  David,  vifcount  Stormont, 
and  fitter  to  the  prefent  earl  of  Manf- 
held. 

A  few  days  fmce,  aged  upwards 
of  80,  the  hon.  Mxs.  Mary  Tufton, 
fifth  daughter,  and  laft  furvivor  of 
nine  children  of  the  hon.  colonel 
Sackville  Tufton,  grandfather  of 
the  prefent  earl  of  Thanet, 

28.  A  few  days  fince,  lady  Ed¬ 
wards,  wife  of  fir  Thomas  Edwards, 
bart. 

May  19.  Lieutenant  General 
fir  Robert  Rich,  bart.  in  the  68th 
year  of  his  age. 

20.  Lady  Bowyer,  relift  of  the 
late  hr  William  Bowyer. 

15.  Lady  Elizabeth  Stanhope, 
fitter  of  lord  Stanhope. 

June  9.  The  hon.  earl  Pomfret  5 
he  is  fucceeded  in  his  title  by  his 
eldettfon,  lord  Leominfter. 

The  lady  of  the  rev.  fir  Thomas 
Boughton,  bart. 

zj*  Thb 
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25.  The  right  lion.  Francis*  lord 
Godolphin. 

30.  A  few  days  lince  the  right 
hon.  Harriet,  .  vicountefs  Mount- 
garret,  and  baronefs  Kells. 

July  4.  In  the  85th  year  of  his 
age,  the  right  hon.  Charles  Co- 
lyear,  earl  and  baron  of  Portmore, 
vifcount  Milfmtown,  and  baronet, 
knight  of  the  moll  noble  and  an- 
tient  order  of  the  Thiftle. 

7.  The  right  hon.  lady  Abigail 
Hay,  filler  to  the  earl  of  Kin- 
noul. 

10.  The  honourable  Ann  Pou- 
lett,  member  for  Bridgewater, 
and  only  brother  to  the  earl  Pou- 
lett. 

The  right  hon,  Matthew,  lord 
Fortefcue. 

11.  Lady  Audley. 

1 7.  The  moil  noble  lady  Mar¬ 
garet  Cavendilh  Harley,  duchefs 
dowager  of  Portland,  in  the  feven- 
ty-firil  year  of  her  age.  Her  grace 
\vas  only  daughter  of  Edward,  earl 
of  Oxford,  and  earl  of  Mortimer, 
by  his  countefs  the  lady  Henrietta 
Cavendilh,  only  daughter  and  heir 
of  John  Holies,  efq. 

27.  The  right  hon.  vifcountefs 
dowager  Powerfcourt,  in  the  78th 
year  of  her  age. 

Aug.  29.  On  Friday  night,  the 
right  hon.  Geo.  Germaine,  vifcount 


Sackville,  lord  Bolebrook,  one  © 
his  majefty’s  moil  honourable  privy 
counlellors,  clerk  of  the  council  in 
Ireland,  one  of  the  keepers  of  the 
Phoenix  Park,  near  Dublin,  and  a 
vice-prefident  of  the  Britilh  lying- 
in  hofpital. 

Sept.  9.  George  earl  of  Aber¬ 
gavenny. 

19.  At  Lyons,  in  France,  the 
right  hon.  and  reverend  lord  Ed¬ 
ward  Seymour,  dean  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  brother  to  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Somerfet. 

OSi.  5.  At  Life,  in  French  Flan¬ 
ders,  fir  Walter  Blount,  bart.  of 
Moreley-hall,  in  Shropshire. 

7.  The  right  honourable  John 
lord  Dormer,  baron  of  Wenge,  in 
the  county  of  Bucks. 

14.  Lewis  Philip,  duke  of 
Orleans,  firil  prince  of  the  blood 
royal,  of  France,  at  fix  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  at  his  cable  of 
St.  Alfife,  in  the  60th  year  of 
his  age,  being  born  in  May, 

*7  z5- 

The  1 5th  inftant,  at  eight  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  died  in  Paris,  the 
duke  de  Praflin,  formerly  minifter 
of  the  naval  department, 

No<v.  20.  The  right  hon,  Ro¬ 
bert  Henley  Ongley,  lord  Ongley, 
to  which  title  he  was  advanced  in 
1776. 
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Whitehall ,  fan.  10. 
Ex traB  of  a  difpatch  to  his  Majefy’s 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department , from  his  Excel¬ 
lency  Major  General  fames  St  it  art , 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  and  the  Eaf  India  Company’s 
'  forces  on  the  Coaf  of  Coromandel ; 
dated  Campy  one  mile  fouih  of  Cud- 
dalore,  fuhe  27,  1783,  received 
ye.jlerday  by  Captain  Ehcmas,  of 
the  2  3  d  light  dragoons ,  vjho  ar¬ 
rived  in  his  Majefly’ s  Jhip  Medea. 

Molt  ftncerely  congratulate  your 
lordfhip  on  the  fuccefsful  efforts 
of  this  brave  army,  in  carrying  at 
one  liroke  the  whole  of  the  outpofts 
and  redoubts  of  the  enemy,  with 
*  18  pieces  of  artillery  mounted 
upon  them.  Their  lofs  in  Europeans 
killed  and  wounded,  according  to 
the  prifoners,  being  f  26  officers  and 
600  rnert.  We  have  alfo  loft  many 
excellent  officers  and  brave  men. 

On  the  preceding  day  (the  1 2th) 

I  called  as  a  council  of  war  the  two 
officers  next  in  command  to  me, 
major  general  Bruce  and  colonel 
Stuart.  I  acquainted  them  of  the 


ftate  of  our  affairs  in  general ;  the . 
letters  I  had  received  from  the  ad¬ 
miral,  reprefenting  the  fickly  con¬ 
dition  of  his  men,  and  the  ftate  of 
the  water,  which  might  oblige  him 
to  return  to  Madras ;  alfo  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  French  fleet ;  but  a- 
bove  all,  the  indefatigable  induftry 
vifible  in  the  vaft  works  they  were 
making  in  the  high  grounds  and 
lines,  in  communication  with  the 
poft  commonly  called  Brickmyre’s, 
thus  ftretching  along  the  neck  by 
which  we  muft  approach  the  place  ; 
and  I  requefted  general  Bruce  and 
colonel  Stuart  freely  to  fpeak  their 
minds.  I  had  called  the  chief  en¬ 
gineer  and  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  Bengal  and  coaft  artillery,  as 
deliberative  deiiring  to  kriowin  their 
different  departments  if  they  were 
in  readinefs,  fo  far  as  regarded  ma- 
terials  for  doling  the  redoubts  after 
we  fhculdgct  pofteffion,  and  to  form 
a  firft  parallel,  and  as  to  guns,  with 
a  fufficient  fupply  of  ftores  for  the 
enterprize.  They  agreed  that  every 
thing  was  in  readinefs,  and  we  were 
Hjranimoufly  of  opinion,  that  there 


*  Upon  examining  the  returns,  the  number  taken  was  16. 
f  It  was  afterwards  found  they  had  4.2  officers  killed  or  wounded. 


was 
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was  not  an  hour  to  be  loft  in  driv¬ 
ing  the  French  from  all  their  out- 
pofts  into  Cuddalore,  or  under  the 
guns. 

I  immediately  prefented  the  plan 
I  meant  to  follow  in  effecting  our 
purpofe,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  of  inclofmg.  It  was  in  ge¬ 
neral  moft  exactly  followed.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel  Kelly,  in  the  precife 
moment  agreed  on,  got  pofTeffion  of 
the  polls  of  the  enemy  on  the  Ban- 
dipollum  Hills,  with  their  guns,  and 
lieut.  colonel  Cathcart,  at  the  head 
of  the  grenadiers,  fupported  by  co¬ 
lonel  Stuart,  commanding  the  ad¬ 
vanced  picquets  on  the  left,  confid¬ 
ing  of  the  remains  of  the  7  3d  regi¬ 
ment  under  captain  Lamont,  and 
two  battalions  of  fepoys,  made  a 
movement  to  turn  the  enemy’s  right 
Bank. 

In  advancing  they  fuftained  fuch 
a  heavy  lire,  and  the  ground  fo  dif¬ 
ficult,  that  with  great  judgment  co¬ 
lonel  Stuart  covered  his  people  until 
he  could  better  reconnoitre,  and 
fome  further  difpolition  could  be 
taken  to  approach  the  enemy  from 
different  quarters  nearly  about  the 
lame  time.  He  fent  me  a  report  of 
his  fituation,  and  I  gave  orders  in 
confequence  to  the  referve,  under 
colonel  Gordon,  to  make  a  move¬ 
ment  in  advance  to  their  left,  and  to 
major-general  Bruce  to  march  from 
the  right  in  the  direftion  of  the  re¬ 
doubt,  if  the  ground  could  admit  of 
It. 

The  general  had  very  properly 
polled  lieut.  colonel  Edmondfon  up¬ 
on  the  fand-hills  near  the  fea,  to 
fupport  the  brafs  eighteens,  andpre*' 
vent  our  being  hanked  on  that 
fide.  * 

Upon  further  information,  that 
the  redoubt  which  principally  an¬ 
noyed  the  grenadiers  was  to  be  got 


at  in  the  rear,  orders  were  given  f&f 
the  grenadiers,  the  referve,  and  the 
right  under  general  Bruce,  to  clofe 
upon  the  enemy  with  their  muf* 
quetry,  leaving  their  guns  under 
cover*  I  defired  the  commanding 
officer  of  artillery  to  fire  three  guns 
as  a  fignal,  and  to  continue  a  heayy 
fire  for  five  minutes  on  the  enemy 
redoubt  on  the  front  oppolite  to  co¬ 
lonel  Stuart,  and  the  grenadiers, 
whilft  the  referve  under  colonel  Gor¬ 
don  was  moving  on ;  upon  our  fire 
ceafing,  the  attack  on.  all  fides  to 
begin. 

The  referve,  which  confifted 
chiefly  of  the  remains  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  10 1  ft,  and  of  the  detachment 
from  the  1 5  th  and  1 6th  Hanoverians , 
with  five  companies  of  captain  Muir- 
head’s  battalion  of  fepoys,  advanced 
in  the  beft  order  imaginable,  under 
the  heavieft  fire  of  mufquetry,  round 
and  grape,  from  the  enemy,  I  eyer 
beheld.  The  greater  part  had  got 
within  the  enemy’s  entrenchments ; 
many  of  our  officers  fell  there. 

The  detachment  of  his  majeflyY 
Hanoverians,  under  lieutenant  co¬ 
lonel  Wangenheim,  and  major  Var- 
rannius,  behaved  moft  remarkably 
well.  The  major  fell  in  the  at¬ 
tempt.  The  company  of  grenadiers 
and  light  infantry  of  his  maj  efty’s 
1 01  ft,  and  the  officers  of  that  corps, 
and  the  officers  and  fepoys  of  the 
20th  Carnatic  battalion,  fhewed  the 
greatefl  fpirit  and  fteadinefs ;  and  if 
the  other  men  of  the  101ft  had  fe- 
condedthe  efforts  oftheirofficers,and 
their  grenadiers  and  light  infantry, 
there  is  not  a  doubt  but  the  bufinefs 
would  have  been  over  at  once  :  but 
they  did  not ;  and  our  people  on 
that  attack  were  for  a  certain  time 
driven  back,  and  purfued  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  by  the  enemy. 
However,  at  that  time,  when  the 

French 
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French  were  in  the  purfuit,  our  gre¬ 
nadiers,  under  lieut.  colonel  Cath- 
cart  and  major  Moore,  with  colonel 
Stuart  and  captain  Lamont,  with  the 
precious  remains  of  the  73d,  entered 
the  redoubt  on  the  fide  where  it  was 
not  entirely  clofed,  and  not  only  took 
poffeffion  of  it,  but  pufhed  forward 
to  a  poll:  called  Brickmyre’s,  confi- 
derably  in'  advance,  and  were  for 
fome  time  in  poffeflion  of  it  with  the 
guns,  but  obliged  to  quit  upon  frefh 
troops  pouring  in  upon  them. 

Our  people  kept  hold  of  the  fird 
redoubt,  as  commanding  or  enfi¬ 
lading  every  thing  in  front  or  to  the 
right  of  it,  and  therefore  a  good 
point  to  go  from  in  our  approaches ; 
it  was  ordered  to  be  doled  by  the 
chief  engineer  as  foon  as  poffible. 
The  havock  done  by  our  guns  from 
the  heights  '  now  appeared  plain  ; 
and  having  thus  fecured,  by  lieute¬ 
nant  col.  Kelly  and  his  brigade,  the 
commanding  points  of  the  Bandi- 
pollum  hills,  giving  an  opening  to 
the  large  tank  that  lies  between 
them,  and  feeing  from  thence,  in 
reverfe,  the  whole  bound  hedge  of 
Cuddalore ;  and  having  fecured  a 
poll  to  approach  from  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance  as  before  mentioned,  J 
thought  it  fufficient  for  the  day, 
confidering  the  number  of  our  brave 
men  that  had  fallen.  The  fpirit  of 
our  people,  even  after  fo  fevere  an 
adion,  was  fo  undaunted,  that  I  was 
urged  to  proceed  further,  and  to 
drive  the  whole  of  the  enemy  into 
the  fort  that  evening,  although  we 
mull  have  had  both  heavy  guns  and 
mufquetry  to  encounter  with  ;  but 
I  declined  it,  both  for  the  above 
reafon,  andbecaufe,  from  my  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  French,  I  was  fure,  that 
after  a  night’s  reflection  of  what  had 


palled,  they  would  not  try  a  fecond 
day  out  of  the  fort.  It  happened  fo, 
for  they  abandoned  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night  all  their  remaining  out- 
polls,  and  drew  off  their  guns,  ex¬ 
cepting  three,  which  we  brought 
into  the  redoubt.  The  inclofed  re¬ 
turn  will  lhew  your  lordfhip  the 
guns  we  have  taken  from  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  two  of  them  are  upon  the  hill, 
and  two  in  the  redoubt,  ready  to 
open  againft  their  former  mailers. 

I  fhall,  in  a  feparate  letter,  fo  foon 
as  I  know  it  with  precifion,  acquaint 
your  lordlhip  of  the  lols  on  our  fide. 

It  is  with  infinite  regret  that  I  men¬ 
tion  the  lofs  of  captain  Douglas, 
deputy  adjutant  general,  as  an  offi¬ 
cer,  and  as  a  member  of  fociety  ; 
and  the  fame  of  lieutenant  Peter 
Campbell,  my  firil  aid-de-camp.  ' 
Major  Varrenius,  fell  haranguing 
his  men,  advancing  to  the  redoubt. 
The  honourable  captain  Lindfey, 
commanding  the  grenadiers  of  the 
73d,  was  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
foner,  refufing  to  fuffer  his  own  peo¬ 
ple  to  remain  behind  with  him  *.  . 
In  a  word,  nothing,  I  believe,  in 
hillory,  ever  exceeded  the  heroifm 
and  coolnefs  of  this  army  in  general, 
vilible  to  every  one,  for  it  laded 
from  four  in  the  morning  to  two  in 
the  afternoon. 

The  admiral  with  the  whole  Beet 
is  now  at  an  anchor  near  our  rice 
drips,  and  by  our  lad  accounts 
Monf.  Suffrein  was  feen  by  him  to 
the  fouthward,  with  fifteen  drips  cf 
the  line  and  two  frigates. 

I  have  written  to  major  general 
Burgoyne  to  give  orders  (with  the 
previous  information  to  government) 
that  200  Hanoverians,  with  all  the 
recovered  men  and  recruits  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  majedy’s  troops,  now  at 


*  Captain  Lindfey  died  of  his  wounds  at  Cuddalore. 
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or  near  the  prefidency,  be  Tent  with 
the  utmod  difpatch  to  us  by  fea ; 
and  1  have  recommended  to  Order 
the  fame  regarding  the  recruits  and 
recovered  men  of  the  company’s 
Europeans. 

The  army  lay  upon  their  arms  for 
twenty  hours  after  the  bulinefs  of 
the  13th  was  over,  and  until  I  had 
the  means  to  bring  our  camp  fur¬ 
ther  in  advance,  now  that  we  had 
filenced  the  guns  planted  on  the 
enemy’s  out-polls.  Our  right  is 
now  within  a  mile  of  Cuddalore  ; 
but,  as  1  had  the  honour  in  a  former 
letter  to  reprefent  to  the  feleff  com¬ 
mittee,  having  nearly  a  brigade  to 
cover  our  rear  and  landing  place, 
and  fo  Iqrge  a  circuit  of  polls,  added 
to  our  iols  in  aflion,  and  iicknefs 
incident  to  fatigue,  I  repeat  that 
imlefs  the  force  under  colonel  Ful- 
larton  does  come  nearer  to  co-ope¬ 
rate,  and  to  take  off  fome  part  of  the 
heavy  duty  that  now  falls  to  our* 
fhare,  this  army  will,  in  a  very  lliort 
time,  be  melted  to  nothing  through 
ficknefs  and  other  accidents. 

Camp ,  St  of  Cuddalore, 

June  1 5,  1783. 


Letter  to  the  SeleSt  Committee  at  Ma¬ 
dras,  containing  the  particulars  of 
the  repulfe  of  the  French ,  on  the 
2  gth  of  June,  1783. 

IT  is  with  great  additional  fatisfac- 
tioa  that  I  give  you  the  account  of 
the  lepwlT  he  enemy  met  with  in  a 
forith  the  made  early  this  morning. 
We  have  tn  ken  their  commanding 
officer,  ch;  •  ier  deDamas,  colonel 
(maitre  de  camp)  of  the  regiment 
vf  Aquitaine  ;  likewife  a  captain 
and  a  lifeiueaant.  There  is  a  major, 
a  captain,  and  two  Subalterns  killed. 
The  prisoners  are  about  150.  I 
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don’t  knowhow  many  of  the  enemy 
have  been  killed  or  carried  off 
wounded,  but  this  I  know,  that  it 
was  a  moll  complete  route.  Our 
lofs  is  major  Cctgrove,  lieut.  Grue- 
ber  of  the  Bengal  detachment,  and 
lient.  Ochterloney  miffing,  captain 
Williamfon  wounded,  and  about  20 
rank  and  hie  killed  or  wounded. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  French 
feet,  and  ours  not  appearing,  I  was 
fure  that  they  would  take  every  oo~ 
caiion  to  annoy  us :  we  were  pre¬ 
pared  for  it,  as  they  have  found  to 
their  experience.  From  what  I  can 
colled!  of  the  prifohers,  the  troops 
engaged  were  of  their  bell  fort,  the 
regiment  of  Aquitaine,  and  other 
old  corps,  belides  volunteers  from  all 
the  other  corps,  and  two  battalions 
of  fepoys.  Their  principal  impref- 
lion  feems  to  have  been  directed  to 
the  right  of  our  parallel ;  but  they 
had  no  idea  of  our  having  completed 
a  redoubt  there,  which,  with  the  two 
guns,  galled  them  very  feverely. 
Our  people  behaved  wonderfully 
well,  and  the  fepoys  mixed  theirs 
with  the  French  bayonets  :  nothing 
could  exceed  their  ffeadinefs.  Co¬ 
lonel  Gordon  commanded  in  the 
trenches  with  lieutenant  colonel 
Cathcart  and  major  Cotgrove  ;  only 
one  half  of  the  grenadiers  were  with 
the  outlaying  picquets,  but  major 
Moore,  with  the  other  half,  was  in- 
fiantly  on  the  ground  from  their  ad¬ 
vanced  camp,  and  they  proved  an 
excellent  fupport  to  the  parallel  on 
the  right. 

From  the  chara&er  of  monfieur 
Suffrein,  and  the  infinite  fuperiority 
of  the  prefent  means  on  the  part  of 
the  French  now  that  we  are  left  to 
ourfelves,  I  expeft  a  daily  vifit  of 
this  fort  from  them,  and  fhall  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  them  a  fimilar  recep¬ 
tion  j  but  I  cannot  too  often  repeat, 

that 
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that  the  fe verity  of  the  prefent  duty, 
both  on  officers  and  men,  is  become 
almoft  infupportable. 

As  to  my  own  uneafmefs  of  mind, 
confidering  many  things  which  I 
need  not  detail  to  you,  and  that  it  is 
now  nin^  days  fmee  our  fleet  and 
provifion  fhips  left  us,  and  having- 
no  certainty  of  colonel  Fullarton’s 
movements  towards  me,  in  confe- 
quence  of  my  order  of  the  16th  in- 
ftant,  I  fay  that,  on  the  whole  of 
thele  conftderations,  my  mind  is  up¬ 
on  tlie  rack  without  a  moment’s 
reft. 

The  heady  undaunted  valour  of 
this  army  is  my  prefent  refource  in 
the  midft  of  furrounding  difficulties, 
if  the  admiral  does  not  loon  appear. 

The  high  idea  I  entertain  of  the 
merit  of  the  army,  has  led  me  to  ex- 
prefs  my  fentiments  at  fome  length 
in  this  day’s  general  orders,  both  of 
their  conduct  on  the  1 3th,  and  in  the 
a&ion  of  this  day.  I  fhall  have  the 
honour  of  tranfmitting  to  your  lord- 
fhip,  &c.  a  copy,  together  with 
every  paper  of  any  confequence 
which  you  have  not  hitherto  been 
furnifhed  with,  owing  to  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  conveyance,  fmee  we  left 
light  of  the  admiral. 

I  pray  your  lordfhip,  &c.  to  for¬ 
ward  the  means  of  conveyance  by 
fea  to  us  of  the  detachment  of  200 
Hanoverians,  with  the  recruits  and 
recovered  men  of  his  majefty’s  and 
the  company’s  troops,  together  with 
money,  rice,  and  herfe  grain,  our 
only  dependence  for  all  thofe  tilings 
being  upon  you. 

Camp  before  Cuddalore , 

June  2$th,  1783. 


Admiralty  Office,  Jan.  I  2,  1 7 84. 
Extrail  of  a  duplicate  of  a  letter  from 
Vice  Admiral  Sir  Edwvrd  Hughes, 
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Knight  of  the  Bath ,  am  cl  Com- 
mander  in  Chief  of  his  Mo.jtfy1  s 
Jhips  and  vejfels  in  the  Eaf  indies , 
to  Mr.  Stephens ;  received  on  t  riday 
laf,  by  Captain  Erafmits  Gower,  of 
his  Majeffy’s  (hip  Medea  ;  the  ori¬ 
ginal  of  which  is  cp  board  the  Pon¬ 
dicherry  armed  tranfport ,  not  yet 
arrived. 

Superb,  in  Madras  Road; 

July  25,  1783.  ^ 

/|  Y  laft  addrefs  to  you,  for  their 
!  V  1.  lordlhips  information,  was 
dated  the  19th  of  March,  of  this 
year,  from  Bombay.  By  it  I  figni:- 
fied  my  intention  to  proceed  to  fea 
with  the  ftiips  of  his  majefty’s  fqua- 
dron  under  my  command,  and  I 
failed  accordingly  on  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  off  the  Baf- 
fas,  I  was  joined  by  captain  Trou- 
brid,ge,  in  his  majefty’s  Ihjp  A&ive, 
who  had  been  cruizing  for  a  month 
off  the  Friar’s  Hood,  by  my  orders, 
and  had  feen  nothing  of  the  enemy’s 
fquadron  during  that  time. 

In  the  night  of  the  10th,  a  grab 
fhip  of  the  enemy’s,  that  had  been 
taken  from'  the  Englifh,  fell  into  the 
fquadron,  and  was  captured;  By 
the  officers,  prifoners  taken  in  this 
fhip;  I  learned  that  the  whole  cf  the 
enemy’s  fquadron,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  monlieur  Suffrein,  was  in 
Trincamale  harbour,  e-x'ce^t  Two  of 
their  beft  failing  line  of  battle  fhjps, 
and  two  frigates,  which  were  cruiz¬ 
ing  off  Madras  to  block  up  that 
port,  and  intercept  all  fupplies 
bound  to  it :  I  therefore  immedi¬ 
ately  fteered  with  the  fquadron  for 
that  place,  and  anchored  in  the  road 
on  the  13th  of  April,  but  faw  no¬ 
thing  of  the  French  cruizers  ;  how¬ 
ever,  as  they  had  been  in  fight  oft 
the  place  only  the  day  before,  I  di- 
[S]  2  ‘  reded, 
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re&ed  the  fliips  named  in  the  mar- 
giu*,  under  the  orders  of  captain 
Mitchell,  of  the  Sultan  ,  to  proceed 
to  fea,  and  ufe  all  poffible  diligence 
to  intercept  them ;  and,  on  the  day 
following,  captain  Graves,  of  his 
majefty’s  drip  Sceptre,  whofe  fignal 
had  been  made  to  chafe  a  ftrange 
fail  on  the  nth,  joined  me  with 
the  Naiade,  a  French  frigate  of 
30  guns,  and  160  men,  which  he 
had  come  up  with  in  the  night,  and 
captured. 

On  the  1 6th  of  April,  captain 
Burney,  of  his  majefty’s  {hip  Brif- 
tol,  with  his  convoy  from  England, 
arrived  in  this  road,  efcorted  by  the 
flips  under  the  orders  of  captain 
Mitchell,  of  the  Sultan,  who  had 
fee  n  nothing  of  the  enemy’s  cruizers, 
but  fell  in  with  the  Briftol  and  her 
convoy  at  fea. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fhip  Duke  of  Athol  made 
the  fignal  of  diftrefs,  and  the  boats 
of  the  fquadron  being  ordered  by 
jignal  to  her  affiftance,  fhe  unfor¬ 
tunately  blew  up,  by  which  unhap¬ 
py  accident  the  fquadron  loftf  fix 
commiffioned  and  Four  warrant 
officers,  and  127  of  our  belt  fea- 
men. 

From  the  day  of  the  fquadron’s 
arrival  in  this  road,  all  peffible  di¬ 
ligence  has  been  ufed  to  complete 
the  ffiips  water,  in  doing  which 
great  delay  and  frequent  difap- 


pointments  arofe,  from  the  want  of 
a  fufficient  number  of  Ihore  boats., 
and  the  high  furf  on  the  beach. 
However,  I  put  to  fea  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  May  with  his  majefty’s 
fliips,  to  feek  the  enemy’s  fquadron, 
and,  if  poffible,  intercept  their  ex¬ 
pected  reinforcements,  although  the 
water  of  many  of  the  flips  was  by 
no  means  complete,  having  left  in 
the  road  his  majefty’s  three  ftore 
flips  Pondicherry,  Harriott,  and 
Minerva,  to  lade  military  ftores 
and  provilions  for  the  fervice  of  the 
army,  then  about  to  march  for  the 
attack  of  Cuddalore,  where  the 
marquis  de  Buffy,  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  French  land  forces,  was 
poked;  and,  to  cover  and  protect 
thefe  floreflips,  as  well  as  feme 
other  flips  and  veffels  employed  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  enemy’s 
cruizers,  I  left  in  the  road,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  S cleft  Committee  of 
this  Prelidency,  his  majefty’s  flips 
and  veffels  as  per  margin  f  under 
the  command  of  captain  Haliday, 
of  his  majefty’s  flip  His. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  when  off 
Cuddalore,  I  fpoke  two  Portuguefe 
flips  from  Trincamale,  who  in¬ 
formed  me  Monf.  Suffrein  with  his 
whole  force  was  there,  fitting  for 
fea  with  all  poffible  expedition,  to 
come  to  the  relief  of  Cuddalore : 
from  that  time  I  continued  working 
to  windward  with  the  fquadron  along 


*  Sultan,  Burford,  Africa,  Eagle,  and  Aftive. 

•f*  The  names  of  the  commiffioned  officers  are  as  follows  :  thefe  of  the  war¬ 
rant  officers  are  not  yet  known,  viz. 

Lieut.  Charles  Egan,  of  the  Superb, 

Neal  Morrifon,  of  the  Eagle, 

Thomas  Wilfon,  of  the  Sceptre, 

James  Thompfon,  of  the  Juno, 

Pringle,  of  the  AClive, 

Alexander  Allen,  of  the  Seahorfe. 

X  Ifis,  Avtive,  fern  Carlos,  Naiade,  Chafer,  Pondicherry,  Minerva,  and 
Haryflu, 

fhore. 
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fhore,  left  the  enemy’s  fquad?on 
thould  pafs  in-ftiore  of  me,  and  fall 
on  the  ftorefhips  and  their  cover¬ 
ing  party,  then  at  anchor  near  to 
sCuddalore. 

On  the  25  th  of  May  I  came  off 
Trincamale,  and  reconnoitred  the 
polition  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron, 
which  I  did  not  think  by  any  means 
eligible  to  attack  at  anchor,  under 
/cover  of  their  gun  and  mortar  bat¬ 
teries,  and  therefore  ftood  to  the 
fouthward  to  intercept  any  rein¬ 
forcement  or  fupplies  that  might  be 
coming  to  them,  at  the  fame  time 
watching  their  motions  by  the  fri¬ 
gates  of  the  fquadron,  and  keeping 
.within  a  proper  diftance  of  the 
place,  left  they  fhould  put  to  fea  in 
the  night,  and  fall  down  on  the  co¬ 
hering  fhips  and  ftorelhips  off  Cucf- 
dalore. 

On  the  1  ft  of  June,  two  Englifti 
feamen  in  a  boat  efcaped  from  the 
French  fquadron,  and  brought  cer¬ 
tain  intelligence,  that  the  Fendant, 
of  74  guns,  with  two  frigates  and 
two  ftorefhips,  had  flipped  out  of 
Trincamale  bay ;  the  ftorefhips  I 
concluded  carried  ftores  for  the 
French  garrifon  of  Cuddalore,  and 
the  Fendant  and  two  frigates  deftin- 
ed  to  cover  and  proteft  them  ;  and 
being  apprehenfive  they  might  at¬ 
tack  our  covering  fhips  and  ftore- 
ihips  off  Cuddalore,  I  bore  away  on 
the  2d  of  June  for  the  coaft,  and 
on  the  3d  had  fight  of  the  Fendant 
and  two  frigates,  whom  I  chafed 
till  night,  when  I  loft  fight  of 
them. 

I  continued  cruizing  with  the 
fquadron  to  the  fouthward  of  Cud¬ 
dalore  till  the  9th  of  June,  when  I 
anchored  in  Porto  Novo  Road, 
about  feven  leagues  to  the  fouth¬ 
ward  of  that  place,  partly  to  cover 
our  own  fhips  in  Cuddalore  Road, 


and  engage  the  enemy’s  fquadron 
before  they  could  anchor  there,  and 
partly  to  endeavour  to  get  a  fupply 
of  water,  of  which  many  fhips  be¬ 
gan  to  be  in  want ;  but,  after  ex¬ 
erting  ourfelves  to  the  utmoft,  no 
water  could  be  obtained  either  at 
Porto  Novo,  or  Tranquebar;  at 
the  lirft  place  the  enemy’s  troop9 
were  in  pofleffion  of  both  banks  of 
the  river,  at  the  other  the  wells  were 
dried  up. 

On  the  1 3th  of  June  the  enemy’s 
fquadron,  under  the  command  of 
Monf.  Suffrein,  came  in  fight  to  the 
fouthward,  confiding  of  fifteen  fhips 
of  the  line,  three  frigates,  and  a 
firefhip  ;  and  the  fame  day  I  weigh¬ 
ed  with  his  majefty’s  fquadron,  and 
dropped  down  to  about  five  miles 
diftance  off  Cuddalore,  and  there 
anchored  :  the  French  fquadron  an-» 
chored  off  the  Coleroon  river,  about 
feven  or  eight  leagues  to  the  fouth¬ 
ward  of  our’s. 

On  the  17th,  the  French  fquadron 
being  under  fail,  and  bearing  down, 
I  made  the  fignal,  and  weighed 
with  his  majefty’s  fquadron,  and 
formed  the  line  of  battle  a-head  to 
receive  the  enemy :  in  the  evening 
they  hauled  the  wind,  and  ftood  to 
the  fouthward,  and  I  followed  them 
with  his  majefty’s  fquadron:  from 
this  time  to  the  2Cth  I  was  conti¬ 
nually  employed  in  endeavouring 
to  get  the  wind  of  the  enemy, 
which,  however,  I  was  never  able 
to  effed,  from  the  extraordinary 
variablenefs  of  the  winds,  that  of¬ 
ten  brought  part  of  the  two  fqua- 
drons  within  a  random  ftiot  of  each 
Other.  Qn  the  20th  the  enemy, 
ftill  having  the  wind,  fhewed  a  dif- 
pofition  to  engage,  when  I  imme¬ 
diately  formed  the  line  of  battle  a- 
liead,  and  brought  to,  to  receive 
them...  At  four  minutes  paft  four, 
[$]  3  P.  M. 
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P.  M.  the  van  fhip  of  the'  enemy, 
having  firft  tried  her  didance  by  a 
fmgle  fhot,  when  fcarce  within  point- 
blank  foot  didance  the  enemy’s 
fquadron  began  their  fire  on  his 
majefty’s,  which  at  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes  after  was  returned,  and  a 
heavy  cannonade  enfueid  on  both 
fides,  the  enemy  ftill  keeping  up 
their  diflance  ;  the  cannonade  con¬ 
tinued  till  (even,  P.  M.  when  the 
enemy  hauled  off.  At  day -light  I 
made  the  fiy  n  a! ,  and  wore  with  the 
fquadron,  and  brought  to  to  repair 
the  damages,  with  the  fhips  heads 
towards  the  land  ;  feveral  of  the 
fhips  much  difabled  in  their  hulls, 

JL 

mads,  and  rigging,  the  Gibraltar 
and  Ids  in  particular  ;  the  enemy’s 
fquadron  not  in  fight; 

In  the  morning  of  the  22a  I  faw 
.the  French  fquadron  at  anchor  in 
Pondicherry  Road,  bearing  SSW. 
direclly  to  windward  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fquadron,  and  fome  of  them 
getting  under  weigh  ;  and  I  made 
what  fail  I  could  towards  them,  and 
•anchored  the  fame  night  off  the 
ruins  of  Alemparvo,  the  mere  ef¬ 
fectually  to  flop  Ihot-holes,  and  re¬ 
pair  the  damages  fu  flamed. 

I  beg  von  will  be1'  pleafed  to  in¬ 
form  their  Iordfhips,  that  fo  early 
as  the  8th  of  June,  the  feurvy  be¬ 
gan  to  make  a  rapid  progrefs  among 
the  crews  of  all  the  fhips  of  the 
fquadron,  but  particularly  on  board 
the  fhips  lad  arrived  from  England, 
under  the  orders  of  commodore  fir 
Richard  Bicker  ton,  bart. 

The  number  of  lick  on  board 
the  line  of  battle  fhips  amounted 
on  that  day  to  1121  men,  605  of 
whom  being  in  the  lad  dage  of  the 
.feurvy,  I  was  under  the  necefntyof 
fending  on  the  day  following  to 
ti 19  naval  hoipital  at  this  place,  in 


his  majedy’s  fhips  Briftol  and  San 
Carlos. 

From  that  time  to  the  2 2d,  the 
difeafe  increafed  the  numbers  of  the 
fick  daily,  fo  as  mod  of  the  fhips 
of  the  line  had  from  70  to  90  men, 
und  the  fhips  lad  from  England 
double  that  number,  very  many  in. 
the  lad  dage  of  the  difeafe,  and 
unable  to  corhe  to  quarters,  dying 
daily.  Under  thefe  circumdances, 
and  the  water  of  mod  of  the  fhips 
being  expended,  except  a  few  calks 
in  their  ground  tiers,  and  none  to 
be  obtained  to  the  fouthward,  I 
determined  to  return  to  this  road, 
there  to  land  the  fick  and  wounded, 
and  complete  the  water  of  the  fqua¬ 
dron  for  further  fervice  ;  and  on 
the  23d  of  June  I  weighed  with 
the  fquadron,  and  arrived  in  this 
road  on  the  afternoon  of  the  twen¬ 
ty-fifth.. 

On  my  arrival  there,  I  received 
authentic  (although  not  official)  in¬ 
telligence,  that  the  preliminary  ar¬ 
ticles  of  peace  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  France,  Spain,  and  America, 
had  been  figned  and  ratified,  as 
well  as  a  cefiation  from  hoftilities 
agreed  on  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  of  which  infor¬ 
mation  the  Seiedl  Committee  of 
this  Prefidency  were  alfo.  in  poffief- 
iion  ;  and  being  fummoned  the  fame 
day  to  a  confultation  with  the  SeJeCl 
Committee,  to  take  into  confedera¬ 
tion  thefe  circumdances,  I  concur¬ 
red  with  the  other  members  of  the 
committee,  that  it  would,  be  proper, 
and  was  necefiary  to  communicate 
to  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the 
fea  and  land  forces  of  the  French 
king  at  Cuddalore,  the  information 
we  had  received,  together  with  the 
grounds  on  which  we  believed  it  to 
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be  true  and  authentic  ;  and  on  the 

'4  * 

27th  of  June  1  diipatched  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fhip  Medea,  as  a  flag  of 
truce,  with  letters  to  Monfieur 
SufFrein  and  the  Marquis  de  Buf- 

fy- 

On  the  4th  of  July  the  Medea 
returned  to  this  road,  with  anfwers 
from  Monf.  SufFrein  and  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Bufly  to  my  letters  of  the 
27th  of  June,  by  which  they  con¬ 
curred  in  a  cefl'ation  of  hoftilities 
by  fea  and  land,  as  well  as  an  im¬ 
mediate  releafe  and  return  of  pri¬ 
soners  on  both  lides  :  in  confequence. 
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I  have  received  all  the  prifoners  be¬ 
longing  to  the  fquadron  in  Monf. 
Sufrrein’s  power,  amounting  to 
about  350.  Monf.  SufFrein  informs 
me  bv  letter,  he  has  alfo  fent  to 
the  Mauritius,  for  fucli  Englifh  pri¬ 
foners  as  have  been  fent  thither,  and 
will  return  them. 

I  have  judged  it  neceflary  to  fend, 
for  their  lordfhips  information,  the 
line  of  battle  of  his  majefly’s  fqua¬ 
dron  under  my  command,  on  the 
20th  of  laid  month*  and  a  lift  of  the 
French  fhips  oppofed  to  me  under 
the  command  of  Monf.  SufFrein. 


L  I  N 

E 

of  BAT 

T  L  'E. 

The  Cumberland  to  lead  with  ftarboard  tacks  on 

board,  the  Defence  with 

larboard. 

•  R  E 

D 

D  I  V  I  S 

I  O  N. 

Rates . 

Ships . 

Commanders . 

Guns. 

Men. 

ad. 

Cumberland 

William  Allen 

74 

600 

Monmouth 

James  Alms 

64 

500 

4-th. 

Briftol 

James  Burney 

50 

3,5® 

4 

< 

j"  Com.  Richard  King, 

} 

qd. 

Hero 

< 

c  of  the  Red 

r  74 

617 

I 

Theophilus  Jones 

3 

- 

Eagle 

William  Clark 

64 

500 

__ 

Magnanime 

Thomas  Mackenzie 

64  .  . 

500 

Frigates,  Sec.— 

•Chafer,  San  Carlos,  Pondicherry,  Harriott. 

B  L  U 

E 

D  I  V  I  S 

I  O  N. 

3d- 

Sceptre 

Samuel  Graves 

64 

500 

Bur  ford 

Peter  Rainer 

70 

520 

—  Monarca 


68 


- —  Superb 

—  Sultan 

—  Africa 
Worcefter 


John  Gell 

f  Sir  Ed.  Hughes,  K.  B. 

3  Vice  Ad.  of  the  Blue. 

I  Henry  Newcome 
Andrew  Mitchell 
Robert  M‘Donall 

_ _  Charles  Hughes 

Frigates,  Sec. — Juno,  to  repeat  fignals ;  Combuftion,  Medea,  Lizard; 

Seahorfe,  to  repeat  fignals. 

WHITE  DIVISION. 

Exeter  John  Sam.  Smith  64  500 

Inflexible  Hon.  J.  W.  Chetvvynd  64  5°° 

[S]  4  Gibralu 


•74 

74 

64 

64 


622 

\ 

600 

500 

500 
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Rates. 

Ships. 

Commanders. 

f  Sir  R.  Bickerton,  bart. 

Guns. 

7 

Men. 

3d- 

Gibraltar 

d  Com.  of  the  White 
l  Thomas  Hicks ' 

f  80 

695 

4th. 

Iii§ 

Chriftopher  Halliday 

5° 

350 

3d. 

Defence 

Frigates, 

Thomas  Newnham 
&c. — Naiade,  Minerva, 

74 

A£tive. 

600 

(A  Copy) 

EDWARD  HUGHES. 

A  Lift  of  the  French  Squadron  in  the  Engagement  with  the  Britijh  Squadron 
in  the  Eaft  Indies^ ,  on  the  20  th  of  June,  1 783. 


Ships. 

Guns 

Ships , 

Guns. 

Le  Heros 

74 

Le  Severe 

64. 

Le  Fendant 

74 

Le  Brilliant 

64 

Le  Hannibal 

74 

L’Hardie 

64 

L’llluftre 

74 

Le  St.  Michael 

60 

L’Argonaute 

74 

Le  Flamand 

59 

Le  Sphinx 

64 

Le  Petit  Hannibal 

5° 

Le  Vengeur 

64 

Le  Cleopatre 

36 

L’Artiflen 

64 

L’ Apollon 

40 

Xf  Ajax 

64 

Le  Coventry 

28 

EDWARD  HUGHES. 


Ahfradl  of  the  Qjftcers,  Seamen ,  and  Marines,  killed  and  wounded  onboard 
his  Majefty’ sjhips  in  the  Adtion  of  the  2,0th  of  June,  1783. 


Ships. 

K. 

W. 

Ships. 

K. 

W. 

Superb 

12 

41 

Defence 

7 

33 

Hero 

i 

5 

21 

Inflexible 

3 

30 

Gibraltar 

6 

40 

Africa 

5 

2S 

Monmouth 

2 

*9 

Worceiler: 

8 

3Z 

Cumberland 

2 

1 1 

Eagle 

4 

8 

Monarca 

6 

14 

Exeter 

4 

9 

Magnanime 

1 

16 

Briilol 

0 

l3 

Sceptre 

17 

47 

Ifis1 

3 

3° 

Sultan 

4 

20 

«■ — — 

|3urford 

20 

Total 

99 

43 1 

L.  •  i 

Officers  killed. 

Lieutenant  Robert  Travers,  of  the  Monarca. 


Lieutenant  James  Dow, 
Lieutenant  John  Lett, 

Mr.  Parker,  Mailer, 

Officers  vvounded. 
Lieutenant  Middlemore, 

2d  Lieut.  Thompfon,  of  marines. 
Lieutenant  Watfon, 

Mr.  Stone,  Mailer 

.  4 

Mr.  Hunter,  Boatfwain 
Mr.  Sinclair,  Boatfwain 


Sultan. 

>  Defence. 


Hero 

Sceptre: 
Sultan 
Defence 
Worceiler 


Account 


APPENDIX  to  the 

Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  who 
Diet  at  the  St.  Albans  Tavern  frojn 
time  to  ti?ne,  for  the  Purpofe  of  pro¬ 
moting  an  Union  of  Parties,  in 
January  and  February  1784. 

January  26th ,  1784. 
Meeting  of  fuch  members  of 
the  ho  ale  of  commons  as  wilh 
to  promote  an  union  of  parties,  is 
earnelfly  requeued  at  the  St.  Albans 
Tavern,  this  day,  the  26th  inftant, 
at  twelve  o’clock  precifely. 

On  Monday,  the  26th  inflant,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  the  St.  Albans 
Tavern,  for  the  purpofe  of  recom¬ 
mending  an  union  of  parties,  when 
an  addrefs  was  agreed  to  and  figned 
by  fifty-three  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  and  prefented  by  a 
committee  to  the  duke  of  Portland 
and  the  right  hon.  William  Pitt. 
The  committee  were,  the  hon.  Mr. 
Grofvenor,  the  hon.  Charles  Mar- 
Iham,  Sir  William  Lemon,  and  Mr. 
Powys. 

The  duke  of  Portland  returned  for 
anfujer : 

*<  That  he  fhould  think  himfelf 
happy  in  obeying  the  commands  of 
jfo  refpeCtable  a  meeting  ;  but  the 
greatefl  difficulty  to  him,  and  he 
imagines  Hill  greater  to  Mr.  Pitt,  is 
Mr.  Pitt’s  being  in  office.” 

Mr.  Pitt  returned  for  anfwer  ; 

**  That  he  will  be  very  ready  to 
pay  attention  to  the  commands  of 
fo  refpe&able  a  meeting,  and  co¬ 
operate  with  their  wifhes,  to  form  a 
Wronger  and  more  extended  admi- 
niftration,  if  the  fame  can  be  done 
with  principle  and  honour.” 

On  Tuefday  the  27th,  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  met  at  the  faid  tavern,  when 
there  appeared  to  be  feventy  men;- 
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bers  ;  and  the  above  anfwers  baing 
read,  they  came  to  the  following 
relolutions : 

Refolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  given  to  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Portland,  and  the  right 
lion.  William  Pitt,  for  the  atten¬ 
tion  they  have  refpeCtively  declared 
themfelves  ready  to  pay  to  the  re- 
quifitions  prefented  to  them  in  ©ur 
names. 

Refolved ,  fecondly ,  That,  in  anxi¬ 
ous  expectation  of  a  cordial  co-ope¬ 
ration  of  great  and  refpedtable  cha¬ 
racters  aCting  on  the  fame  public 
principles,  we  beg  leave  to  exprefs  t 
our  molt  earnefl  wifh,  that  fome  ex¬ 
planation  may  be  had  between  the 
duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt,  on 
any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  confi¬ 
dential  intercourfe. 

Refolded,  thirdly ,  That  we  do  not 
prefume  to  point  out  the  mode  in 
which  fuch  mutual  explanation  may¬ 
be  obtained,  itudiou fly  avoiding  any 
interference  on  our  part,  which  may 
impede  or  counteract  whatever  fteps 
are  taken  towards  that  communica¬ 
tion  which  it  is  our  objeCt  to  effeCi. 

Refolded,  fourthly ,  That  the  chair¬ 
man  be  defired  to  communicate  the 
refolutions  to  his  grace  of  Portland 
and  Mr.  Pitt. 

The  refolutions  being  communicated  to 

Mr.  Pitt ,  he  returned  the following 

anfwer : 

f<  Mr.  Pitt  having  received  from 
fo  refpeCtable  a  meeting  an  intima¬ 
tion  of  their  wifhes,  that  fome  ex¬ 
planation  may  be  had  between  the 
duke  of  Portland  and  himfelf,  on 
any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  con¬ 
fidential  intercourfe,  begs  to  affure 
Mr.  Grofvenor  (the  chairman)  that 
there  are  no  difficulties  on  his  part 
in  the  way  of  an  immediate  inter¬ 
courfe  with  the  duke  of  Portland  on 

the 
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tlie  fubjeft  of  an  union,  confident 
with  honour  and  principle,  which  lie 
agrees  with  the  gentlemen  of  the 
meeting  in  thinking  of  the  greateh 
importance  in  the  prefent  Hate  of 
the  country.  If,  on  his  grace’s 
part,  there  are  any  objections  to 
fuch  intercourfe,  Mr.  Pitt  wifhes  to 
have  them  Hated,  and  will  imme¬ 
diately  give  a  direct  anfwer  with  re¬ 
gard  to  them,5* 

* 1  he  duke  of  Portland  returned  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anfwer  ( addrejjed  to  the 
chairman  ; ) 

Devon-houfe,  Thurfday, 
jan.  29,  1784.. 

As  you  have  fo  very  obligingly 
communicated  to  me  the  affu ranees 
you  have  received  from  Mr.  Pitt, 
that  there  are  no  difficulties  on 
his  part  in  the  way  of  an  immediate 
intercourfe  between  him  and  me,  on 
the  fubjefl  of  an  union  of  parties, 
and  that  he  is  ready  to  give  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  direCt  anfwer  to  any 
objections  which  I  may  have  to 
fuch  intercourfe,”  my  lincere  in¬ 
clination  to  concur  in  the  willies  of 
the  very  refpectable  meeting  of 
which  you  fo  worthily  fill  the  chair, 
and  my  anxious  defire  to  fee  fuch  an 
adminifiration  formed,  upon  a  folid 
and  fecure  bafis,  as  may  rehore  har¬ 
mony  to  this  diftraCted  empire,  and 
may  be  entitled  to  the  confidence 
and  fupport  of  every  true  friend  of 
his  country,  make  it  neceffary  for 
me  to  trouble  you  with  a  repetition 
of  the  reafons  which  I  affigned  to 
you  and  other  gentlemen  who  deli¬ 
vered  me  the  reprefentation  and  re- 
q.uifition  of  your  meeting  of  the  26th 
of  January,  for  declining  an  imme¬ 
diate  interview  with  Mr.  Pitt,  on 
the  prefent  arduous  fituatien  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs. 


I  had  the  honour  of  hating  to 
you,  I  did  not  think  it  poffible  that 
fuch  a  meeting  would  tend  to  for¬ 
ward  the  defirable  end  we  all  wifii, 
as  long  as  Mr.  Pitt  remained  in  his 
minifterial  capacity,  no twith hand¬ 
ing;  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  of  the  16th  inhant.  Un¬ 
der  tkefe  circumhances  the  embar- 
raffment  feems  mutual,  and  difficult 
to  be  got  pver  ;  but  if  any  expe¬ 
dient  can  be  deviled  for  removing 
it,  I  fhall  be  extremely  ready  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  to  con¬ 
tribute  every  faculty  in  my  power 
to  promote  the  objeCfc  of  our  joint, 
wilh.es. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  refpeCf, 

Y our  molt  obedient, 
(Signed)  Portland.” 

Tho.  Grofvenor,  efq; 
chairman. 

Thurfday  the  29th.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  met;  and  there  being  above 
eighty  members  prefent,  they  came 
to  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolded,  That  the  chairman  be 
requehed  to  return  our  thanks  to 
the  duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
for  the  additional  favour  they  have 
now  given  of  their  attention  to  our 
wifhes. 

To  exprefs  our  cordial  fatisfac- 
tion  to  find  they  agree  in  opinion 
with  this  meeting,  that  an  union 
is  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  is 
the  objefi  of  their  joint  wifhes. 

To  intimate  to  them,  that  after 
thefe  declarations,  we  are  the  more 
hrongly  confirmed  in  our  hope  and 
expeftation,  that  by  the  interven 
tion  of  mutual  friends,  fome  expe¬ 
dient  may  be  advifed,  which  may 
tend  to  remove  the  difficulty  which 
is  hated  to  be  the  moh  material  ob- 
hacle  to  a  communication  between 

them. 
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them,  on  the  fubjedt  of  a  cordial  and 
permanent  union. 

(Signed)  T.  Grosvenor, 

chairman. 

The  members  then  adjourned  to 
Monday  next. 

J 

[It  is  but  fairncfs  to  add,  that  the 
duke  of  Portland  had  feen  Mr. 
Pitt’s  anfwer,  but  Mr.  Pitt  has  not 
yet  feen  the  duke’s.] 

St.  Albans  Tavern,  Saturdays 
Jan.  31,  1784. 

At  a  meeting  held  by  the  gentle¬ 
men,  members  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  who  aifembled  from  time  to 
time,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  dif- 
rerences,  and  to  forward  an  union  of 
the  contending  parties  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  following  anfwers  were 
received  and  read  : 

Mr.  Pitt  has  already  had  the 
honour  of  dating  to  Mr.  GrolVenor, 
that  there  are  no  difficulties  on  his 
part  in  the  way  of -an  immediate  in- 
tercourfe  for  the  purpofe  of  effecting 
an  union  confident  with  honour  and 
principle.  With  regard  to  the  em- 
barradment  dated  by  the  duke  of 
Portland  in  his  grace’s  letter,  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  refolutions  of  the 
meeting,  arifing  from  Mr.  Pitt’s 
remaining  in  his  miniderial  capa¬ 
city,  it  is  an  embarradment  which 
Mr.  Pitt  cannot  remove,  by  refig- 
nation,  in  order  to  negociate.  in 
thefe  circumdances,  Mr.  Pitt  has  it 
not  in  his  power  to  fugged  any  ex¬ 
pedient,  but  is  very  deiirous  of 
learning  whether  the  duke  of  Port¬ 
land  can  propofe  any  thing  which 
his  grace  coniiders  as  fuen  ;  and  he 
begs  at  the  fame  time  to  add,  that 
his  prefent  miniderial  capacity  is 
no  obdacle  to  his  difeuffing  every 
point  that  relates  to  the  defirable 
objedt  in  qucltion,  as  freely  and 


openly  as  he  could  do  in  any  other  „ 
dtuation.” 

Berkeley-fquare, 

3  id  Jan.  1784. 

Devon -houfe.  Sat. 
q:r  31ft  Jan.  1784. 

^  I  am  extremely  forry  that  Mr. 
Pitt  appears  fo  podtively  to  decline 
fuggeding  any  expedient,  on  his 
part,  to  remove  the  difficulties 
which  obdrutt  the  conference  you 
defire.  1  believe  you  will  agree, 
that  the  continuance  of  the  prefent 
minidry,  and  the  honour  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  are  not  very 
eafily  reconcileable. 

It  was  the  l'enfe  of  thofe  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  my  earned  dedre  of  com¬ 
plying  with  the  opinions  of  gentle¬ 
men,  whofe  fentiments  claim  my 
highed  refpedt,  that  induced  me  to 
fugged  the  poffibility  of  an  expe¬ 
dient  which  you  will  eadly  dif- 
cern  would  not  depend  upon  me. 
The  recollection  of  dmilar  events, 
in  two  fucceffive  years,  led  me  to 
Hatter  myfelf  that  there  was  a  mid¬ 
dle  way  between  the  adlual  redgna- 
tion  of  miniders,  and  the  negleCt  of 
what  appeared  on  the  journals  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  I  hoped 
that  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  adverted 
to  thofe  events,  and  I  trud  they 
will  yet  have  due  weight  with  him ; 

I  fhall  mod  certainly  rejoice  in  any 
propofition  that  can  promife  to  lay  a 
bads  for  the  tranquillity  and  fettle  - 
ment,  which  are  the  objedts  of  our 
common  widies- 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  truth  and  regard.  Sir,  your 
mod  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Portland.” 
Tho.  Grofvenor,  efq; 
chairman. 


The 
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rThe  meeting,  after  dining  toge¬ 
ther,  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  fe- 
cond  of  February,  at  eleven  o’clock. 
The  chair  to  be  taken  precifely  at 
twelve. 

The  following  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  with  others, 
whofe  names  we  have  not  been 
able  to  afcertain,  attended  the 
meetings  lately  held  at  the  St. 
Albans  Tavern,  with  a  view  to 
erFeft  an  Union  of  Parties,  and 
thus  lay  the  ground  for  a  liable 
and  permanent  Adminiftration. 
Thomas  Grosvenor,  efq; 
chairman., 

Francis  Annedey,  efq. 

John  Barrington,  efq. 

Hon.  George  Berkeley 
Richard  Wilbraham  Bootle,  efq, 
Hon.  William  Bouverie 
Tho.  Berney  Bramfton,  efq. 
Wifcount  Bulkeley 
John  Buller,  jun.  efq. 

Sir  George  Cornwall 
Sir  Rob.  Salufbury  Cotton 
John  Dawes,  efq, 

Baron  Bimfdale 
William  Drake,  jun.  efq. 

The  hon.  George  Keith  Elphin- 
done 

Earl  Euiion  « 

William  Ewer,  efq, 

Hon.  Archibald  Frazer 
Thomas  Gilbert,  efq. 

Ambrofe  Goddard,  efq. 

George  Graham,  efq.' 

Sir  Harry  Gough 
Benjamin  Hammett,  efq0 
Hon.  Thomas  Harley 
K.  Hervey,  efq. 

Sir  Harry  Houghton 
.Arthur  Holdfvvorth,  efq. 

Filmer  Honeywood,  efq. 

Sir  Richard  Hotham 
Sir  George  Howard 
William  Huffey,  efq. 


Benjamin  Keene,  efq. 

Thomas  Kemp,  efq. 

Richard  Payne  Knight,  efq. 

Sir  Robert  Lawley 
Sir  William  Lemon 
Sir  James  Tylney  Long 
Hon.  James  Luttrell 
Hon.  general  Luttrell 
William  Lygon,  efq. 

Sir  Horace  Mann 
Hon.  Charles  Marfhamt 
Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey 
Sir  Roger  Mbftyn 
John  Parry,  efq. 

Henry  Peirfe,  efq. 

William  Pochin,  efq. 

Thomas  Powys,  efq. 

William  Praed,  efq. 

John  Purling,  efq. 

Sir  Walter  Rawlinfon 
Abraham  Rawlinfon 
Henry  Rawlinfon 
Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
John  Rolle,  efq. 

Cha.  W.  Boughfcon  Roufe,  efq. 
Thomas  Scott,  efq. 

Sir  George  Shuckhurgh 
Humphry  Sibthorpe,  efq. 

John  Sinclair,  efq. 

Sir  Thomas  George  Skip  with 
William  Charles  Sloper,  efq. 
Robert  Smith,  efq. 

Sir  Robert  Smith 
John  Smyth,  efq. 

Walter  Spencer  Stanhope,  efq, 
Thomas  Stanley,  efq. 

John  Strutt,  efq. 

Hon.  John  Sutton 
Clement  Taylor,  efq. 

John  Temped,  efq. 

Rob.  Thiitlethwayte,  efq, 
Beilby  Thompfon,  efq. 

Sir  John  Trevelyan 
Thomas  Whitmore,  efq. 

Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren 
John  Wilmot,  efq. 

Glynn  Wynn,  efq. 
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St.  Albans  Tavern,  Monday,  Fe¬ 
bruary  2,  1784. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  gentlemen, 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
who  affembled  from  time  to  time, 
with  a  view  to  conciliate  differences, 
and  to  forward  an  union  of  the  con¬ 
tending  parties  in  parliament,  the 
following  letters  were  read  : 

Feb. 1, 1784, 
Berkeley-fquare. 

tc  Mr.  Pitt  being  fincerely  defi- 
rous  that  there  fhould  not  continue 
any  obftacle  in  the  way  of  fuch  an 
mtercourfe  as  has  been  wifhed  for, 
regrets  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to 
fugged  expedients  to  remove  the 
difficulty  felt  by  the  duke  of  Port¬ 
land.  He  does  not  underftand  pre- 
cifely  what  is  the  middle  way  which 
his  grace  feems  to  allude  to  :  the 
events  in  the  two  years  to  which  his 
grace  refers,  appear  to  Mr.  Pitt  to 
have  been  only  modes  of  refigna- 
rion  ;  and  fuch  a  meafure^  in  order 
to  enter  into  a  negociation,  is  what 
the  prefent  minidry,  as  ha's  been  al¬ 
ready  declared,  cannot  agree  to  ; 
whenever  any  expedient  is  direCtly 
dated,  Mr.  Pitt  will  be  happy  to 
give  every  explanation  upon  it.” 

Devon-houfe,  Monday 
,  morn.  2d  Feb.  1784. 

“  I  very  fincerely  regret  that  the 
expedient  to  which  I  referred,  fhould 
be  thought  unapplicable  to  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  1  had  Hated.  I  certainly 
fuggeded  it  as  a  mode  of  refigna- 
tion,  but  as  a  mode  of  refignation 
the  lead  embarraffing  to  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  ordinary  functions  of 
office,  and  at  the  fame  time  as  a 


proof  of  a  difpolition  to  confult  the 
honour  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
as  it  dands  pledged  by  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  16th  of  January.  This 
lad  is  a  preliminary,  which,  as  a 
friend  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conditu- 
tion,  I  mud  think  myfelf  bound  in¬ 
variably  to  require. 

With  refpecl  to  myfelf,  I  an* 
willing  to  hope  that  I  have  not  been 
midaken  in  the  conception  I  form¬ 
ed  of  your  willies,  by  fuppofing 
that  it  was  with  Mr.  Pitt  that  you 
were  deiirous  I  fhould  have  a  libe¬ 
ral  and  unreferved  intercourfe,  and 
not  with  the  head  of  an  admin  iftra- 
tion,  to  which  I  was  merely  to 
bring  an  acceffion  of  ftrength.  But 
Mr.  Pitt’s  meffage  places  him  in 
another  character  ;  and  your  own 
good  fenfe  wall  readily  fugged  to 
you,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  me 
to  fuppofe  that  your  expectations 
extended  to  a  confidential  confe¬ 
rence  with  him  as  the  reprefenta 
tive  of  the  prefent  adminidration. 

If  I  had  done  this,  1  mud  have 
fallen  in  your  edeem,  (which,  I 
allure  you,  is  a  very  ferious  objeCI 
to  me)  as  I  fhould  have  fhewn  my¬ 
felf  infenfible  of  what  is  due  to  the 
houfe  of  commons. 

I  have  unrefervedly  fubmitted  to 
you  my  ideas  of  the  extent  of  your 
expectations.  In  conformity  with 
thofe  expectations  (Mr.  Pitt  having 
uniformly  declined  to  fugged  any 
expedient  on  his  part)  1  took  the 
liberty  of  fuggeding  an  expedient, 
which  I  thought  might  put  us  into 
a  fituation,  in  which  the  intercourfe 
you  wifhed  might  take  place  with 
propriety. 

I  fhall  be  happy  to  find  that  my 
propofitions  have  met  with  your 
approbation  ;  but  in  every  point  I 
hope  that  my  anxiety  to  merit  the 

partiality 


27  o]  ANNUAL  R 

partiality  you  have  fhewn  me,  will 
entitle  me  to  its  continuance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  regard  and  efteem. 
Sir, 

Your  moft  faithful,  and 
Obedient  fervant, 

(Signed)  Portland.” 
T.  Grofvenor,  efq; 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  this 
day. 

St.  Albans  Tavern. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  gentlemen, 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
held  at  the  St.  Albans  Tavern  this 
day,  the  following  refolution  was 
unanimoufiy  come  to  : 

That  whatever  may  be  the 
iffue  of  the  prefent  conte ft  between 
the  two  parties  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  we  will  fteadily  perfevere  in 
our  endeavours  to  effect  the  objedt 
of  this  meeting,  which  has  been  una- 
nimoufly  approved  and  adopted  by 
the  houfe  of  commons,  namely,  the 
procuring  a  firm,  efficient,  extend¬ 
ed,  united  adminiftration,  entitled 
to  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
fach  as  may  have  a  tendency  to  re¬ 
move  the  unfortunate  diviflons  and 
diftradlions  of  this  country.” 

Adjourned  to  Monday,  twelve 
o’clock. 

Feb.  4, 1784. 

Monday,  Feb.  9.  At  twelve 
o’clock  there  was  another  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  independent  members 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  at  the 
St.  Albans  Tavern  ;  Mr.  Grof¬ 
venor,  member  for  the  city  of 
Chefter,  in  the  chair.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  committee,  after 
the  minutes  of  the  feveral  former 
meetings  were  read,  made  report 
of  another  conference  held  with 
Mr.  Pitt  on  the  fubjedt  of  an  union 
of  parties  3  but  as  the  duke  of 
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Portland  refutes  to  treat  while  Mr. 
Pitt  continues  in  office,  the  nego- 
ciation  is  fufpended.  The  prelent 
ftate  of  parties  in  the  nation  was 
then  very  generally  canvaffed  ;  and 
it  was  refolved.  That  the  prefent 
meeting:  ffiould  continue  to  be  held 
once  a  week,  at  leaft,  during  the 
fitting  of  parliament,  in  order  to 
watch  any  period  that  may  prefent, 
of  forwarding  fuch  an  union  as 
teems  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  at 
this  particular  juncture,  and  to  re¬ 
commend  it  in  their  places  in  par¬ 
liament.  As  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  met  at  two  o’clock,  they 
broke  up  foon,  and  went  down  to 
W eftminfter  to  attend  parliamentary 
bufmefs.  There  were  about  fifty 
members  prefent,  including  the 
chairman,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
committee. 

St.  Albans  Tavern,  February  13, 
1784. 

At  a  meeting  of  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  defirous  of  pro¬ 
moting  an  union  of  parties,  the 
hon.  Charles  Marfham  in  the  chair, 
(in  the  abfence  of  T.  Grofvenor, 
efq;  confined  by  illnefs)  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolutions  were  unanimoufiy 
agreed  to  : 

1 .  To  reprefent  to  the  right  hon. 
William  Pitt,  and  to  the  right  hon. 
Charles  James  Fox,  the  fatisfadtion 
we  have  received  from  the  manly, 
candid,  and  explicit  avowal  they 
have  refpedtively  made  of  their  pub¬ 
lic  views ;  and  to  intimate  to  them, 
that  in  confequence  of  this  mutual 
explanation,  we  entertain  a  moft 
allured  hope,  that  fuch  an  adminif¬ 
tration  as  the  houfe  of  commons 
has  unanimoufiy  declared  to  be  re- 
quifite,  may  be  obtained  by  an 
union  confiftent  with  principle  and 
honour. 


2.  That 
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2.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meet¬ 
ing  be  given  to  the  right  hon.  Fre¬ 
deric  lord  North,  for  the  public 
and  voluntary  declaration  he  has 
made  of  his  fmcere  and  earned  de- 
iire  to  promote,  as  far  as  depends  on 
him,  a  cordial  and  permanent  union. 

C.  Marsh  am,  chairman. 

Feb. 18. 

It  is  with  no  fmall  degree  of 
confidence  that  we  affure  the  public 
of  his  majefty ’s  difpofition  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  withes  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  in  bringing  about  an 
union  of  parties  :  to  this  end,  on 
Sunday  laft*  his  majefty  fent  for  his 
grace  of  Portland  to  meet  Mr.  Pitt, 
in  the  hope  of  fettling  anadminif- 
tration  to  the  fatis faction  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  at  lead,  if  not 
to  the  nation  at  large.  In  anfwer 
to  the  meffage,  his  grace  expreffed 
a  readinefs  to  attend  his  majefty  at 
all  times,  but  declined  a  meeting 
with  Mr.  Pitt.  And  thus  the  mat¬ 
ter  dands  at  prefent. 

March  i.  There  was  another 
meeting  of  the  country  gentlemen 
at  the  St.  Albans  tavern,  when  the 
honourable  Charles  Marfham  and 
Mr.  Powys  dated  to  the  company 
the  circumdances  of  the  negocia- 
tion,  which  they  had  conducted  for 
fome  days  pad,  and  which  had  un¬ 
happily  concluded  with  as  little 
fuccefs  as  the  former  endeavours  of 
that  body.  They  faid,  that  when 
the  duke  of  Portland  delivered  his 
final  anfwer,  that  he  could  not  meet 
Mr.  Pitt,  until  he  had  fhewn  a  dif- 
pofition  to  comply  with  the  wifhes 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  either  by 
an  adlual  or  virtual  refignation ; 
and  Mr.  Pitt  had  peremptorily  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  would  do  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  as  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  to  negociation  ;  it  was  thought 
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that  an  expedient  might  be  found 
to  clear  the  ground,  and  bring  them 
to  an  interview,  without  any  con- 
ceffion  of  principle,  but  only  a  con- 
ceffion  of  mode.  With  this  view* 
it  was,  that  a  meffage  was  fent  from 
his  majefty  to  the  duke  of  Portland, 
intimating,  “  his  majefty’s  earnelt 
defire,  that  his  grace  lhould  have  a 
perfonal  conference  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  new 
adminiftration  on  a  wide  bafts,  and 
on  fair  and  equal  terms.”  This 
meffage  was  considered  by  the  duke 
of  Portland  as  a  removal  of  the 
previous  obftacle,  fince,  though  it 
was  not  a  declaration  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  it  was  tantamount  to  a 
virtual  refignation.  The  prelimi¬ 
naries  of  the  conference  were  next 
to  be  confidered,  and  here  an  objec¬ 
tion  prefented  itfelf  which  called 
for  the  explanation  of  a  term  in  the 
meffage.  His  grace  could  have  no 
objection  to  the  word  fair— it  was 
a  general  term,  and  he  and  Mr. 
Pitt  might,  in  framing  the  arrange¬ 
ments,  mutually  difcufs  what  they 
confidered  to  be  fair  ;  but  the  other 
term  in  the  meffage,  the  word  e- 
qual,  was  a  more  fpecific  and  limit¬ 
ed  term  ;  it  might  be  conftrued  va~ 
rloufly,  and  his  grace  thought  it 
neceffary,  as  a  preliminary  to  nego- 
ciation,  that  Mr.  Pitt  fhould  ex¬ 
plain  precifely  what  he  meant  by 
the  word  equal.  In  an  anfwer  to 
this,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  in  a  meffage, 
that  there  was  no  occafion,  in  his 
mind,  of  entering  into  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  term,  as  it  could  be  beft 
explained  in  a  perfonal  conference,. 
The  duke  of  Portland  replied  to 
the  negociators,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  him  to  agree  to  any  per¬ 
fonal  conference  on  a  preliminary 
meffage,  the  terms  of  which  the 
author  refufed  to  explain.  Mr. 

Pitt 
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Pitt  perfevered  in  his  refolution 
not  to  explain  the  word  ;  and  here 
the  negociation  broke  off.  On  this 
ftatement  of  the  cafe,  Mr.  Mar- 
fham  and  Mr.  Powys  delivered 
their  fentiments,  and  a  refolution 
was  prepared  and  adopted  by  the 
meeting  to  the  following  effed. 

f<  This  meeting  having  heard, 
with  infinite  concern,  that  an  inter¬ 
view  between  the  duke  of  Portland 
and  Mr.  Pitt  is  prevented  by  a  doubt 
refpeding  a  fingle  word,  are  una- 
nimotifly  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  no  dilhonotirable  ftep  in  either 
of  the  gentlemen  to  give  way,  and 
might  be  highly  advantageous  to  the 
public  welfare.” 


Remarkable  Addrejfes  from  particu¬ 
lar  P  erf  on  s  to  their  refpe£ii~oe 
Electors  y  o?i  declaring  themfelnjes 
Candidates  at  the  late  General 
E  led  ion. 

Addrejfes  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Charles  James  Fox}  to  the  City  of 
Wefminfer, 

To  the  Worthy  and  Independent 
Eledors  of  the  City  and  Liberty 
of  Weilminiler. 

Gentlemen, 

His  majefcy’s  minifiers  having 
thought  fit,  in  contradiction  to 
their  own  declarations,  in  defiance 
of  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  without  any  public  pre¬ 
tence  whatever,  to  fubjed  the  na¬ 
tion  to  all  the  inconveniencies  which 
mult  infallibly  attend  a  diffolution 
of  Parliament  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  I  humbly  beg  leave,  once 
more,  to  folicit  the  favour  of  your 
votes  and  intereft,  to  reprefent  this 
great  and  refpedable  city. 


To  fecure  to  the  people  of  this 
country  the  weight  which  belong^ 
to  them  in  the  fcale  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  has  ever  been  the  principle  of 
my  political  condud* 

Conicious  that  in  every  fituation* 
(whether  in  or  out  of  office)  I  have 
invariably  adhered  to  this  fyftem,  I 
cannot  but  flatter  myfelf  that  you 
will  again  give  your  fandion  to 
thofe  principles  which  firft  recom¬ 
mended  me  to  your  notice,  and 
which  induced  you,  at  two  fubfe- 
quent  periods,  to  honour  me  with 
your  fuffrages. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 

Y our  moil  devoted  and  grateful 
Humble  fervant, 

St.  James Vftreet,  C.  J.  Fox„ 

March  24. 

To  the  Worthy  and  Independent 
Eledors  of  the  City  and  Liberty 
of  Wellminller. 

Gentlemen* 

When  the  popular  deiufion  in 
favour  of  the  prefent  miniftry  was 
fuppofed  to  be  moll  prevalent,  1 
was  confident  that  the  good  fenfe 
and  fteadinefs  of  the  eledors  ofWell- 
minfier  would  be  proof  againft  every 
art  and  every  temptation. 

The  unparalleled  fuccefs  which  I 
have  experienced  upon  my  canvafs, 
fully  juitifies  this  confidence,  and  I 
have  the  greatefl:  reafon  to  exped 
that  your  partiality  towards  me 
vdll  appear  to  have  increafed  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  perfecution  of  my 
enemies. 

As  I  have  ever  Hood  forth,  and 
am  always  refolved  to  continue  firm 
in  the  caufe  of  the  people,  fo  it  Is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  I  ffiould 
at  all  times  be  the  objed  of  the  en¬ 
mity 
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mity  of  that  pernicious  faction  whofe 
principles  are  as  adverfe  to  the  con- 
ditution  as  the  dark  and  fecret  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  have  endeavoured 
to  enforce  them. 

It  would  have  been  my  mod:  ear¬ 
ned  wifh  to  have  paid  my  refpedts  in 
perfon  to  every  individual  eledtor,  if 
the  extent  of  the  city  had  not  made 
it  impoffible. 

The  very  flattering  reception  I 
have  met  with  among  thofe  whom  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing, 
cannot  but  add  to  my  regret  upon 
this  account. 

My  public  conduct  is  too  well 
known  to  you  to  make  any  profef- 
fions  neceffary  ;  upon  that  ground 
I  fird  experienced  your  partiality, 
upon  that  alone  I  can  expedl  to  re¬ 
tain  it. 

To  you  who  have  aproved  it,  I 
need  fay  no  more  ;  and  I  will  not 
be  guilty  of  the  unbecoming  flatte¬ 
ry  to  thofe  who  have  differed  from 
me,  as  to  pretend  that  I  fhall  in 
any  degree  deviate  from  that  line 
of  political  condudt  which  firft  re¬ 
commended  me  to  your  notice. 

Upon  thefe  tried  principles,  I 
once  more  beg  leave  to  folicit  your 
votes,  intereft,  and  poll,  at  the  en- 
fuing  eledtion  ;  and  1  do  allure  you 
that  no  expreffions  can  do  judice  to 
the  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  ef- 
teem  with  which 

I  am,  gentlemen. 

Your  moft  obedient  and 
Devoted  fervant, 

St.  James’s-ftreet,  C.  J.  Fox. 
March  31,  1784. 

St.  James’s-dreet,  April  26,  1784 

To  the  worthy  and  independent 

Electors  of  the  City  and  Liber¬ 
ties  of  Wedminder. 

Vol.  XXVII. 
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Gentlemen, 

The  prefent  date  of  the  poll  ex¬ 
hibits  a  glorious  example  of  what 
may  be  expefled  from  the  perfeve- 
rance  of  independent  men  in  the 
caufe  of  liberty  and  the  conditu- 
tion. 

I  beg  leave  mod  earnedly  to  foil- 
cit  the  continuance  of  your  gene¬ 
rous  exertions  in  my  favour.  The 
importance  of  every  individual  vote 
is  now  fufficiently  evident ;  and  the 
number  of  electors  who  have  allured 
me  that  they  would  come  forward 
whenever  it  fhoula  appear  that 
their  vote  might  probably  be  deci- 
five,  leaves  me  no  doubt  of  fuc- 
cefs. 

The  unprecedented  exertions 
which  the  fervants  of  the  crown 
have  thought  themfelves  at  liberty 
to  make  againd  me,  as  well  by  an 
indecent  proditution  of  the  mod  fa- 
cred  names,  as  by  every  other  fpe- 
cies  of  unconditutional  influence, 
have  produced  the  effedls  naturally 
to  be  expedted  from  fuch  proceed¬ 
ings,  by  raifmg  the  fpirit  and  awak¬ 
ening  the  indignation  of  every  honed 
and  independent  elector. 

My  public  life  is  too  well  known 
to  you  to  make  any  profeffions  ne- 
celfary.  Thofe  principles  which 
brought  about  the  glorious  revolu¬ 
tion,  which  feated  his  majedy’s  il- 
ludrious  family  upon  the  throne, 
and  which  have  preferved  the  li¬ 
berty  of  this  conditution,  have 
ever  been  the  inviolable  rule  of  my 
political  conduct. 

Upon  thefe  grounds  I  again  pre¬ 
fume  to  requeft  your  fupport*  and 
if  I  fhould  be  happy  enough  to  be 
re-eledled  reprefen  tative  of  this  great 
and  refpedtable  city,  you  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  finding  in  me  a  dead y 
fuppoi  ter  of  the  whig  caufe,  a  de- 

[?']  termiaed 
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termined  enemy  to  that  fecret  influ¬ 
ence  by  which  the  prefent  adminif- 
iration  was  created,  and  an  unalter¬ 
able  friend  to  the  rights  of  the  peo- 


ple. 

I  am,  with  every  fentiment  of 
gratitude  and  refpeft. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
and  moil  humble  fervant, 
C.  J.  Fox. 

Addrefs  of  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Windham,  to  the  City  of  Nor - 
nvich. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Free- 
■  men,  and  Freeholders  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Norwich. 

Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  vvi flies, 
which  a  large  and  refpeftable  in- 
tereft  has  long  done  me  the  honour 
£0  entertain  towards  me,  I  Hand 
forth  as  a  candidate  for  the  city  of 
Norwich.  My  zeal  for  the  confti- 
tution  of  this  country  is  founded 
upon  an  Impartial  and  ferious  at¬ 
tention  to  Its  real  interefts,  nor 
would  I  be  deterred  from  difcharp> 
mg  my  duty,  by  the  opposition 
even  of  a  free  and  enlightened  peo¬ 
ple,  when  they  aft  to  the  prej  udice 
of  their  own  rights.  My  opinions 
are  not  to  be  fliaken  by  every  tran- 
ftent  blaft  of  clamour  ;  and  as  to 
my  motives,  they  are  fuch,  I  truft, 
as  will  not  flirink  from  the  fevered: 
fcrutiny,  I  ihould  indeed  condemn 
myfelf  as  moft  unworthy  of  your 
choice,  if  the  leading  principles  of 
my  actions  could  be  diftorted  into 
endlefs  inconfiftencies,  by  a  fervile 
accommodation  to  thofe  changes, 
which  have  lately  prevailed  in 
public  opinions,  and  public  mea¬ 
sures. 

Scorning  the  mean  arts  of  diffi- 


mulation,  I  have  planted  myfelf 
before  the  judgment  of  my  friends, 
and  the  prejudices  of  my  enemies, 
in  open  day.  I  may  offend  the  un¬ 
wary,  and  even  the  well-difpofed, 
but  I  cannot  deceive  them  ;  nor 
will  I  facrifice  to  any  feliifti  views 
that  opennefs  of  dealing,  which 
can  alone  fecure  to  me  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  your  efteem  after  fuc* 
cefs,  or  the  approbation  of  my  own 
heart  under  difappointment.  The 
fame  conduct,  which  procures  me 
the  honour  of  your  fupport,  ihall 
juftify  you  in  bellowing  it. 

Reports,  I  am  aware,  have  gone 
abroad,  of  which,  groundlefs  and 
extravagant  as  they  are,  it  may  be 
neceflary  to  take  fome  notice.  Yet 
I  will  not  wrong  your  candour  and 
good  fenfe,  by  fuppoftng  that  they 
are,  in  the  flighted  degree,  hurtful 
to  that  caufe,  which  is  equally  dear 
to  yourfelves  and  to  me.  I  feel, 
indeed,  fome  fort  of  degradation 
in  the  very  attempt  to  refute 
thofe  dark  and  inviduous  infmu- 
ations,  which  have  hitherto  affum- 
ed  no  determinate  form,  which 
have  been  employed  only  on  the 
credulity  of  thofe  who.  know  me 
not,  and  which  are'  induftrioufly 
circulated  by  the  artifices  of  thofe 
whom,  becaufe  they  do  know  me, 
it  is  more  eafy  to  convince  than  to 
ftlence. 

If  I  were  unable  to  diftinguifli 
between  the  comparative  merits  of 
men  or  meafures,  or  unwilling  to 
aft  according  to  my  fenfe  of  thofe 
merits,  I  fhould  be  totally  unfit  for 
the  important  and  honourable  truft 
which  you  repofe  in  your  repre- 
fentatives.  He  that  is  incapable  of 
making  fuch  diftinftions  cannot 
ferve  you  effeftually  ;  and  he  who, 
from  whatever  motives,  refufes  to 
make  them,  muft  often  betray  you. 
1  In 
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In  the  freedom  with  which  I  have 
ever  declared  my  fentiments,  at  the 
hazard  even  of  difobliging  my 
friends,  you  have  a  pledge,  lurely, 
for  the  hrmnefs  with  which  I  ihall 
on  all  occaftons  make  my  own  dif- 
paftionate  judgment  the  foie  and 
hxed  rule  of  my  conduCt.  What 
circumftances  have  they,  who  are 
moft  prodigal  of  their  cenfures, 
ever  difcerned  in  my  character  or 
lituation,  which  can  juftify  them  in 
reprelenting  me  as  the  bigot  of  any 
fyitem,  or  the  Have  of  any  party  ? 
As  to  popularity,  I  difdain  to  court 
it  by  a  defertion  of  thole  very  fen- 
timents  which  firft  obtained  for  me 
the  flattering  diftinCtion  of  your 
warm  and  unsolicited  approbation  ; 
but  I  am  molt  anxious  to  deferve 
that  approbation  by  the  faithful  and 
diligent  dilcharge  of  my  duty,  in 
protecting  your  moft  facred  rights 
againft  every  man,  and  every  fet  of 
men,  who  may  with  to  undermine 
and  fubvert  them.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft 
refpeCt, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 
Faithful  humble  fervant, 
Norwich,  W.  Windham. 
March  26,  1784. 

Aadrefs  of  John  Wilkes ,  Efq\  to  the 
County  of  Middlefex. 

ft  0  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders,  of  the  County  of 
Middlefex. 

Gentlemen, 

Confcious  of  having  on  every 
occafion  difcharged  with  zeal  and 
fidelity  the  various  duties  of  the 
important  charge  with  which  I 
was  intruded,  and  reflecting  with 
gratitude  on  the  frequent  public 
marks  of  your  approbation  during 


the  late  preceding  parliaments,  I 
beg  to  be  permitted  again  to  make 
you  the  humble  tender  of  my  fer- 
vices  at  the  enfuing  general  elec¬ 
tion. 

I  always  confidered  it  as  the  duty 
of  your  reprefentative  in  parlia¬ 
ment  to  deliver  there  the  real  fenfe 
of  his  conftituents,  and,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  your  commands,  to  fubmit 
in  a  dutiful  manner  to  the  fovereign 
the  fentiments  or  this  refpeCtable 
county.  Such  has  been  the  invari¬ 
able  rule  of  my  conduCt,  which  I 
truft  appears  Arm  and  confiftent.  I 
have  confcientioufly  adhered  to  the 
folernn  engagement  ftgned  by  your 
late  much-lamented  member,  Mr. 
Glynn,  and  myfelf,  previous  to 
the  general  election  in  1774.  In 
one  momentous  point,  after  a  flrug- 
gle  of  many  years,  fuccefs  follow¬ 
ed  to  the  full  extent  of  my  warmeft 
wifhes.  I  glory  in  having  obtained 
for  you  the  moft  complete  fatisfac- 
tion  from  the  late  parliament.  X 
allude  to  the  motion  in  May,  1782, 

for  vindicating  the  injured  rights 
of  the  freeholders  of  this  county, 
and  the  whole  body  of  electors  in 
this  united  kingdom,55  and  the  Tub- 
fequent  order  that  all  the  declara¬ 
tions  and  refolutions,  which  mili¬ 
tated  againft  your  rights  and  fran- 
chifes,  ftiould  be  expunged  from 
the  journals,  as  being  fubverfive  of 
the  rights  of  the  whole  body  of 
electors  of  this  kingdom. ”  Other 
eflential  articles  however  of  that 
engagement  remain  ftill  to  be  ac« 
cornplifhed,  particularly  ‘f  'a  more 
fair  and  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people,’5  and  “  the  lhortening  the 
duration  of  parliaments.”  I  pledge 
myfelf  to  you  that  both  their 
weighty  queftions  fhall  receive  a 
full  difeuflion  very  early  in  the  new 
parliament,  if  your  favour  fhouid 
[T]  2  give 
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give  me  a  feat  in  the  great  council 
of  the  nation. 

I  entreat  you,  gentlemen,  to  do 
me  the  juftice  to  believe  that  I  (hall 
be  extremely  defirous  of  receiving 
your  inflruCtions  on  every  event  of 
importance  refpeCting  my  parlia¬ 
mentary  conduit,  if  I  am  fo  happy 
as  to  have  the  late  honourable  rela¬ 
tion  to  you  renewed.  The  powers 
which  I  may  derive  from  you  (hall 
regularly  be  exerted  in  obedience 
to  the  directions  of  my  worthy  con- 
ftituents.  My  parliamentary  voice 
fhall  faithfully  declare  the  opinion 
of  the  freeholders  of  Middleiex, 
and  my  vote  be  given  in  flriCl  con¬ 
formity  to  their  inflruCtions,  by 
which  the  fenfe  of  the  people  will 
be  fo  far  afcertained  with  fairnefs 
and  precision.  It  is  my  ambition 
to  be  acknowledged  in  the  prefent 
age,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  lateft 
pofterity,  as  a  ftrenuous,  heady, 
and  uniform  fupporter  of  civil  li¬ 
berty,  of  the  molt  general  and  li¬ 
beral  toleration  in  all  matters  of  re¬ 
ligious  concern,  of  the  noble  fran¬ 
chises  and  rights  of  this  free  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  balance  of  power  in 
that  happy,  well -poized  conllitu- 
tion,  which  the  immortal  William 
eftablifhed  at  the  glorious  revo¬ 
lution. 

In  the  prefent  alarming  criiis, 
gentlemen,  I  confefs  that  T  anxi- 
oufly  fupplicate  the  honour  of  your 
Suffrages,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to 
Strengthen  the  hands  of  our  prefent 
virtuous  young  minifter  in  his  pa¬ 
triotic  plans  to  retrieve  your  af¬ 
fairs,  to  reftore  public  credit,  to 
recover  the  faded  glory  of  our 
country.  I  conceive  fuch  a  con¬ 
duct  to  meet  the  clear,  declared 
opinion  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
freeholders  of  Middlesex,  I  know 
hh  ability,  his  unwearied  attention 


to  the  public  fervicey  and  his  zeal 
to  promote  thofe  objects  of  national 
magnitude,  which  you  have  at 
heart.  He  will  therefore  receive 
every  fupport,  which  you  may  en¬ 
able  me  to  give,  while  he  continues 
to  poffefs  the  fanCtion  of  your  efleem  ; 
and  I  am  convinced  that  time,  the 
molt  unerring  judge,  by  daily 
bringing  an  additional  degree  of 
meritorious  fervice,  will  confirm  and 
increaie  to  him  the  attachment  of  a 
grateful  nation. 

As  the  fheriff  has  advertifed  a 
general  meeting  of  the  freeholders 
of  this  county  to  confider  of  proper 
perfons  to  be  nominated  by  them 
to  reprefent  this  county  in  the  en~ 
fuing  parliament,  to  be  held  at  the 
Mermaid,  at  Hackney,  on  Saturday 
next  the  3d  of  April,  at  twelve 
o’clock  at  noon,  give  me  leave  to 
folicit  the  early  appearance  of  my 
friends  there,  and  their  generous 
protection. 

The  election  will  be  at  Brentford, 
on  Thurfday,  the  2 2d  of  April, 
when  I  hope  to  be  again  the  man 
of  your  free  choice,  and  by  the 
continuance  of  that  obliging  par¬ 
tiality,  which  has  been  my  diftinc- 
tion  in  life,  the  reprefentative  of 
my  native  county  in  the  enfuing 
parliament. 

I  am,  gentlemen. 

With  great  regard  and  gratitude. 
Your  molt  faithful,  and 
Obedient  humble  fervant, 
John  Wilkes. 
Prince’s  court,  Weftminfter, 
Monday,  March  29. 

Addrefs  of  William  Baker ,  Efq\  t* 
the  Electors  of  the  Borough  of 
Hertford,  after  he  had  lof  his 
Election. 

To  the  worthy  Electors  of  the  Bo¬ 
rough  of  Hertford-, 

Gentlemen, 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [277 


Gentlemen, 

Notwithdanding  the  event  of  the 
late  poll,  I  fhould  be  unworthy  of 
{hat  good  opinion  with  which  my 
friends  have  honoured  me,  if  I  did 
not  in  the  mod  cordial  manner  ex- 
prefs  to  them  my  fincere  acknow¬ 
ledgments.  It  was  not  in  their 
power  to  prevent  the  effedt  of  thofe 
combined  circumdances  which  the 
popular  fury  of  the  times,  and  the 
various'  influences  operating  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  my  opponents,  rendered 
irreddible. 

By  lome  new  and  courtly  concep¬ 
tion  of  things  there  are  thofe  who 
have  periuaded  themfelves  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  length  of  fervice  in  par¬ 
liament  is  an  acquittal  of  every 
obligation  to  profefs  the  public 
principles  on  which  they  adt. 
Length  of  fervice  and  independence 
of  mind  are  not  always  fynony- 
mous.  And  I  have  never  thought 
it  inconfident  with  my  duty,  or  de¬ 
grading  to  my  honour,  to  avow 
mine.  In  doing  this  I  refer  to  my 
uniform  public  condudt  for  fixteen 
years  pad.  I  have  nothing  to  con¬ 
ceal,  nor  any  bias  on  my  mind  by 
which  I  can  be  tempted  in  any  in¬ 
dance  to  facrifice  objedts  of  ferious 
national  importance  to  views  of 
temporary  emolument,  either  in 
podedion  or  expectation. 

The  part  which  has  been  taken 
againd  me  I  refent  not : — The  fup- 
port  I  have  experienced  from  my 
old  and  new  friends  I  receive  with 
gratitude.  In  the  choice  of  your 
prefent  members  you  have  adted  in 
a  manner  mod  agreeable  to  your 
widies,  and  they  will  have  perform¬ 
ed  no  more  than  their  bounden  duty, 
by  ferving  you  with  the  fame  difin- 
teredednefs  and  fidelity  with  which 
J  have  endeavoured  to  atone  for  ma¬ 
ny  other  defedts. 


On  this  and  every  fimilar  occa- 
fion  you  will  do  well  to  confider 
that  you  are  called  upon  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  this  valuable  franchife,  to 
preferve  that  balance  in  our  condi- 
tution  on  which  all  our  liberties 
depend  ;  and  bearing  in  your  minds 
a  late  mod  extraordinary  tranfac- 
tion,  you  will  dread,  as  the  word  of 
evils  that  can  befal  you,  every 
fpecies  of  aridocratic  influence ; 
dnee  a  moment’s  reflection  will  con¬ 
vince  you,  that  nothing  lefs  is 
meant  by  the  mod  Battering  con- 
defcenfions,  than  to  edablifh  an  in- 
tered  among  you  for  the  purpofes 
of  private  ambition  j  and  you  will 
hardly  be  perfuaded,  that  thofe  will 
prove  the  mod  zealous  affertors 
of  your  rights  and  independence 
who  have  fhamefully  betrayed  their 
own. 

In  my  private  dtuation,  I  fhall  be 
happy  to  promote  the  profperity  of 
your  town  ;  and  am,  with  the  mod 
unfeigned  regard. 

Your  obliged  and  obedient 
fervant, 

Bayford-Bury,  W.  Baker. 
April  z. 

Ad  dr  eft  of  T\  TV.  Coke ,  2T/y;  to  the 
County  of  Norfolk . 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders,  of  the  County  of 
Norfolk. 

Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  opinion 
of  many  refpedtable  friends,  I  re¬ 
tire  from  a  conted,  which  is  likely 
to  didurb  the  peace  of  the  county, 
without  producing  any  advantage  to 
that  caufe  in  which  I  am  engaged. 
The  fhortnefs  of  the  interval  be¬ 
tween  the  nomination  and  the  .day 
of  eledtion  was  thought  inefficient 
to  recover  the  effedts  of  a  canyas, 
[T]  3  which 
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which  (it  now  appears)  had  begun 
during  my  abl’ence  in  town,  was 
carried  on  without  my  knowledge, 
and  owed  much  of  its  fuccefs  to 
an  artifice  not  the  molt  juftifiable, 
the  pretence  of  a  junction  between 
my  late  worthy  colleague  and  my 
opponent. 

With  gratitude  I  (hall  ever  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  pah  favours  of.  my 
conftituents  ;  nor  can  I  reflect,  with¬ 
out  .triumph,  on  the  endeavours  I 
have  faithfully  and  fteadily  exerted 
to  deferve  the  continuance  of  them. 
From  whatever  caufes  my  prefen t 
difappointment  may  have  arifen  on 
your  part,  it  cannot,  I  am  fure,  be 
imputed  to  any  want  of  fmcerity  or 
conftancy  on  mine.  I  was  called 
forth  as  your  reprefentative,  in  fup- 
port  of  revolutional  principles  ;  and 
where  is  the  inftance  in  which  my 
mod  prejudiced  foe  can  fhew  that  I 
have  defer  ted  them  ?  Upon  thefe 
principles,  gentlemen,  I  took  a  de¬ 
cided,  and,  after  your  choice  of  my 
competitor,  I  muft  add,  a  diftin- 
guifhed  part  in  oppoling  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war  ,*  I  gave  my  vote  moft 
heartily,  and  moll  fuccefsfully,  for 
controulino-  the  enormous  influence 

O 

of  the  crown  ;  and  aflifted  in  that 
truly  conftitutional  meaiure,  by 
which  the  much-abufed  power  of 
voting  was  taken  away  from  the 
immediate  dependents  of  the  crown. 
On  the  fame  principle,  and  With  the 
fame  Heady  view  to  the  common 
good,  X  will  never  give  up  my 
claim  to  comiftency  in  having  fup- 
ported  the  duke  of  Portland  in  his 
coalition  with  lord  North,  being 
perfuaded  that  fuch  a  meafure, 
however  liable  to  mifreprefentation, 
was,  by  a  change  of  circumliances, 
become  indifpenfably  neceflary.  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  follow  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  many  honeft  men,  who,  after 


the  conclulion  of  the  American 
war,  having  no  juft  ground  of  dif¬ 
ference,  were  willing  to  lay  afide 
perfonal  animofities,  for  the  fake  of 
purfuing  meafures  falutary  in  them- 
felves,  and  which  nothing  but  their 
union  could  render  practicable. 
But,  whatever  opinion  you  may 
form  of  my  conduct,  the  purity  of 
my  motives  Hands,  X  truft,  unim¬ 
peached.  Had  a  regard  for  your 
intereft,  and  for  the  honour  of  be¬ 
coming  your  reprefentative,  held  a 
fecondary  place  in  my  willies,  there 
is  a  path  in  which  I  poftibly,  as  well 
as  others,  might  have  gratified  a 
lefs  generous  ambition,  and  have 
faved  myfelf  the  difappointment 
which  I  now  experience. 

In  Hating  thefe  facts,  X  mean  not 
to  make  an  oftentatious  difplay  of 
fervices,  which  have  no  other  merit 
than  the  motives  that  dictated  them ; 
but  I  do  mean  to  convince  you  that 
I  have  not  betrayed  the  truft  of 
which  you  have  deprived  me ;  and 
that  whatever  reafons  you  may  have 
for  giving  a  preference  to  other  men, 
you  have  no  juft  ground  of  accufa- 
tioil  again  ft  me. 

While  X  lament  the  lofs  of  your 
confidence,  as  it  affets  myfelf,  I 
feel  a  more  ferious  concern  for  the 
confequence  of  tfiat  lofs  to  the  Whig 
intereft,  which  my  family  was  in 
this  county  brought  forward  to  fup- 
port  in  the  year  1768,  and  which 
now  feems  threatened  with  a  total 
overthrow  by  the  machinations  of 
its  enemies,  and  by  the  temporary 
prejudices  of  many  of  thofe  who 
Xhould  be  its  fupporters.  Let  me, 
however,  dojuftice  to  thofe  nume¬ 
rous  and  refpedlable  friends,  to 
whofe  generous  exertions,  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  X  am  fo  highly  in¬ 
debted,  and  whofe  frmnefs,  in  de¬ 
fence  of  conftitutional  liberty,  will, 

I  truft. 
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I  truft,  on  Tome  future  occafion,  be 
more  effectual. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

With  the  greateft  refpeCt, 

Your  mo  ft  faithful,  and 
Obedient  humble  fervant, 
Norwich,  Tho.  Wm.  Coke, 

April  12. 

An  official  Copy  of  the  Return  made 
by  the  High  Bailiff  of  Wcf  minder 
to  the  Sheriff  of  Middlefex ,  and  by 
the  Sheriff  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown, 

Thomas  Corbett,  bailiff  of  the 
liberty  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Peter, 
at  Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  doth  hereby  certify  un¬ 
to  the  fheriff  of  the  faid  county  of 
Middlefex,  that  by  virtue  of  a 
certain  precept,  dated  the  26th  day 
of  March  laft,  and  on  the  fame  day 
delivered  to  him  the  faid  bailiff,  by 
the  faid  fheriff,  for  the  election  of 
two  citizens  to  ferve  in  the  enfuing 
parliament  for  the  city  of  Weftmin- 
lter,  and  by  virtue  of  the  writ  there¬ 
in  recited,  (proclamation  of  the 
premifes  in  the  faid  precept  firft 
mentioned,  the  day  and  place,  as  in 
the  faid  precept  is  directed,  firft  be¬ 
ing  made)  he  the  faid  bailiff  did 
proceed  to  the  election  of  two  citi¬ 
zens  to  ferve  in  the  enfuing  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  faid  city  of  Weftmin- 
fter,  on  the  firft  day  of  April  now 
laft  paft,  on  which  day  appeared 
and  were  put  in  nomination  the 
three  candidates  hereinafter  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  a  poll  being  demanded, 
he  the  faid  bailiff  did  forthwith 
proceed  to  take  the  faid  poll,  and 
continued  to  take  the  fame  day  by 
day,  during  fix  hours  each  day, 
viz.  from  nine  in  the  forenoon  to 
three  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  day 


of  the  date  of  thefe  prefenlts  inclu- 
five,  on  which  day  the  faid  poll 
was  finally  clofed,  when  the  num¬ 
bers  on  the  faid  poll  for  the  faid 
feveral  candidates  flood  as  follows, 
viz. 

For  the  right  hon.  fir  Sa¬ 
muel  Hood,  bart.  baron 
Hood,  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland  -  -  6694 

For  the  right  hon.  Charles 

fames  Fox  -  -  623 3 

For  fir  CecifWray,  baro¬ 
net  -  -  5  99S 

The  faid  bailiff' further  fets  forth, 
that  on  the  faid  final  clofe  of  the 
poll,  a  fcrutiny  was  duly  demanded 
in  behalf  of  fir  Cecil  Wrray,  which 
fcrutiny  the  faid  bailiff  has  granted, 
for  the  purpofe  of  inveftigating  the 
legality  of  the  votes  more  accurately 
than  could  be  done  on  the  faid  poll  ; 
and  the  faid  fcrutiny  fo  granted  is 
nowpending  and  undetermined  ;  and 
by  reafon  of  the  premifes,  the  faid 
bailiff  humbly  conceives  he  cannot 
make  any  other  return  to  the  faid 
precept  than  as  herein -before  .  is 
contained,  until  the  faid  fcrutiny 
fhall  be  determined,  which  he  fully 
intends  to  proceed  upon ✓  with  all 
practicable  difpatch.  In  witnefs 
whereof,  he  the  faid  Thomas  Cor¬ 
bett,  bailiff  of  the  faid  liberty,  hath 
hereunto  fet  his  hand  and  Teal,  the 
17th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1784. 

Tho.  Corbett,  Bailiff. 

Copy  of  the  Protefs  againf  grant¬ 
ing  a  Scrutiny ,  delivered  to  the 
High  Bailiff  a,t  St.  Anne's  Vefry 
Roomt  on  f une  II,  1784. 

To  Thomas  Corbett,  Efq;  High 
Bailiff. 

Before  I  go  upon  the  bufmefs  of 

this 

m  4 
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this  fcrutiny,  I  do  hereby  folemnly 
proteft  againft  its  legality,  and  re¬ 
ferve  to  myfelf  the  right  of  impeach¬ 
ing  it  hereafter,  either  in  any  court 
of  judicature,  or  before  a  committee 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  under  Mr. 
Grenville’s  aft ;  and  X  hereby  alfo 
declare,  that  I  referve  to  myfelf  the 
right  of  fuing  tire  high  bailiff  for  all 
the  expences,  or  the  double  of  them, 
which  are  drawn  upon  me  by  this 
illegal  aft,  in  the  appointment  of 
this  fcrutiny. 

C.  J.  Fox. 

Veftry-room,  St.  Anne’s, 

June  11,  1784. 

To  Thomas  Corbett,  efq;  high  bai¬ 
liff  of  Weftminfter. 

We  whofe  names  are  fubfcribed, 
eleftors  of  Weftminfter,  do  proteft 
againft  your  commencing  or  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  any  fcrutiny  of  the  poll 
on  the  late  eleftion  for  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament  for  this  city; 
and  do  referve  to  ourfelves  the  right 
and  power  to  objeft  to,  and  impeach 
all  your  proceedings  therein,  as  we 
iliajl  be  advifed. 

Given  under  our  hands,  on  be¬ 
half  of  ourfelves,  and  the 
other  eleftors  of  this  city, 
this  nth  day  of  June, 
1784. 

Jonathan  Page, 

Ja.  Gilchrist, 
John  Davis, 
Charles  Probart, 
Edward  Lane, 

T  homas  Brooks, 
William  Fisher^ 
WiLLiAifa  Fitch, 
Thomas  Ellis. 


Extracts  of  the  Proceedings  on  the 
Trial  of  the  Indictment,  the  King , 


on  the  Profe cution  of  William  Jones % 
Gentleman ,  againft  the  Reverend 
William  Davies  Shipley,  Dean  of 
St.  Afaph,  for  a  Libel ,  at  the  Af¬ 
fixes  at  Shrevojbury ,  Auguji  6, 
1784,  before  the  Honourable  Mr . 
Juft  ice  Buller . 

ON  Friday,,  the  6th  of  Auguft, 
1784,  the  trial  came  on,  at 
the  affize  at  Shrewfbury,  before  the 
hon.  Mr.  J  uftice  Buller. 

The  indiftment  was  laid  for  the 
publifhing  a  libel,  entitled.  The 
Principles  of  Government ,  in  a  Dia¬ 
logue  between  a  Gentleman  and  a 
Farmer.  This  dialogue  was  written 
by  William  Jones,  efq;  now  fir  Wil¬ 
liam  Jones,  knight,  and  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judi¬ 
cature  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 
The  Jury. 

John  Nicholls,  of  Chelmarfh,  efq; 
William  Pemberton,  of  Walford, 
efq; 

Charles  Walcott,  of  Bitterley,  efq; 
Francis  Lloyd,  of  Berghill,  efq; 
Thomas  Ottley,  of  Pitchford,  efq; 
Jofhua  Blakeway,  of  Lythwood, 

.efq; 

Richard  Jones,  of  Rifton,  efq; 
John  Hill,  of  Prees,  efq; 

Edward  Williams,  of  Norton,  efq; 
Thomas  Kinnerfley,  of  Leighton, 
efq; 

Thomas  Eyton,  of  Wellington, 
efq; 

John  Smitheman,  of  Buildwas, 
efq; 

Counfel  for  the  Crown, 

Mr.  Bearcroft, 

Mx.  Cowper, 

Mr.  Leycefter, 

Mr.  Bower, 

Mil  Manley, 

Mr.  Richards. 

Solicitor. 

Mr.  William  Jones,  of  Ruthin. 

Counfe1 
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Counfel  for  the  Defendant. 

The  hon.  Thomas  Erfkine, 

Mr.  Corbett, 

The  hon.  Thomas  Brodrick, 

Mr.  Abbot. 

Solicitor. 

Mr.  Lewis  Hughes,  of  St.  Afaph. 

After  hearing  Counfel  on  both  fdes, 
and  after  having  fated  the  evidence , 
Mr.  Jufice  Buller  addrejfed  the  jury 
nearly  as  f cl lovos  ; 

“  Now,  gentlemen,  this  is  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  that  has  been 
given  on  the  one  fide  and  the  other. 
As  for  the  feveral  vvitneffes  who  have 
been  called  to  give  Mr.  Shipley  the 
charafter  of  a  quiet  and  peaceable 
man,  not  difpofed  to  Hir  up  ledition, 
that  cannot  govern  the  prefent  quef- 
tion  ;  for  the  quefiion  for  you  to  de¬ 
cide  is,  whether  he  is  or  is  not  guilty 
of  publifhing  this  pamphlet  ? 

“  You  have  heard  a  great  deal 
faid,  which  really  does  not  belong 
to  the  cafe,  and  a  part  of  it  has  em- 
barraffed  me  a  good  deal  in  what 
manner  to  treat  it.  I  cannot  fub- 
feribe  to  a  great  deal  that  I  have 
beard  from  the  defendant’s  counfel ; 
but  I  do  readily  admit  the  truth  of 
that  proportion  which  he  Hated, 
from  Mr.  Locke,  that  “  wherever 
the  law  ends,  tyranny  begins.”  The 
quefiion  then  is,  what  is  the  law,  as 
applicable  to  this  bufinefs  ?  and  to 
narrow  it  Hill  more,  what  is  the  law 
in  this  fiage  of  the  bufinefs  ? — You 
have  been  preffed  very  much  by  the 
counfel,  and  fo  have  I  alfo,  to  give 
an  opinion  upon  the  quefiion,  whe¬ 
ther  this  pamphlet  is  or  is  not  a 
libel  ?  Gentlemen,  it  is  my  happi- 
nefs  that  I  find  the  law  fo  well  and 
fo  fully  fettled,  that  it  is  impoffible 
for  any  man  w'ho  means  well  to 
doubt  about  it  ;  and  the  counfel  for 
the  defendant  was  fo  confcious  vvhat 
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the  law  was,  that  he  himfelf  Hated 
what  he  knew  muH  be  the  anfwer 
which  h?  would  receive  from  me, 
that  is,  that  the  matter  appears  upon 
the  record — and  as  fuch,  it  is  not 
for  me,  a  fingle  judge,  fitting  here 
at  Nifi  Prius,  to  fay  whether  it  is 
or  is  not  a  libel.  Thole  who  adopt 
the  contrary  doftrine,  forget  a  little 
to  what  lengths  it  would  go  ;  for,  if 
that  were  to  be  allowed,  the  obvious 
confequence  would  be  what  was 
Hated  by  the  counfel  in  reply,  name¬ 
ly,  that  you  deprive  the  fubjedfi  of 
that  which  is  one  of  his  deareH 
birthrights  :  you  deprive  him  of  his 
appeal — you  deprive  him  of  his  writ 
of  error  ;  for  if  I  was  to  give  an 
opinion  here  that  it  was  not  a  libel, 
and  you  adopted  that,  the  matter  is 
clofed  for  ever.  The  law  afts 
equally  and  juHly,  as  the  pamphlet 
Hates — it  is  equal  between  the  pro- 
fecutor  and  the  defendant  ;  and 
whatever  appears  upon  the  record  is 
not  for  our  decifion  here,  but  may 
be  the  fubjedl  of  future  confideration 
in  the  court  out  of  which  the  record 
comes  ;  and  afterwards,  if  either 
party  thinks  fit,  they  have  a  right  to 
carry  it  to  the  dernier  refort,  the 
houfe  of  lords.  The  law  is  the  fame 
in  both  criminal  and  civil  cafes,  and 
there  is  not  a  gentleman  round  this 
table  who  does  not  know  that  is  the 
confiant  and  uniform  anfwer  which 
is  given  in  fuch  cafes. 

4  ‘  Yo  u  have  been  addrefied  by  the 
quotation  of  a  great  many  cafes  up¬ 
on  libels.  It  feems  to  me,  that 
that  quefiion  is  fo  well  fettled,  that 
gentlemen  fhould  not  agitate  it  a- 
gain  ;  or  at  leafi,  when  they  do  agi¬ 
tate  it,  it  foould  be  done  by  Hating 
fairly  and  fully  what  has  pafled  on 
all  Hdes,  not  by  Hating  a  pafiage  or 
two  from  a  particular  cafe,  that  may 
be  twIHed  to  the  purpofe  that  they 

W'ant 
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want  it  to  anfwer.  And  how  this 
doClrine  ever  comes  to  be  now  feri- 
cnifly  contended  for,  is  a  matter  of 
iome  adonifhment  to  me ;  for  I  do 
not  know  any  one  quedion  in  the 
law  which  is  more  thoroughly  eftab- 
lifhed  than  that  is.  I  know  it  is 
not  the  language  of  a  particular  fet 
or  party  of  men,  becaufe  the  very 
lad  cafe  that  has  ever  arifen  upon  a 
libel,  was  conducted  by  a  very  re- 
fpe&able  and  a  very  honourable 
man  who  is  as  warm  a  partifan  as 
the  counfel  for  the  defendant,  and, 

I  believe,  of  what  is  called  the  fame 
party.  But  he  dated  the  cafe  in 
few  words,  which  I  certainly'  a- 
dopted  afterwards,  and  which,  I 
believe,  no  man  ever  doubted  about 
the  propriety  of.  That  cafe  a  role, 
not  three  weeks  ago,  at  Guildhall, 
upon  a  queftion  on  a  libel ;  and  in 
dating  the  plaintiff’s  cafe,  he  told 
the  jury  that  there  could  be  but 
three  queftions. 

*e  The  Fird  is.  Whether  the  de¬ 
fendant  is  guilty  of  publifhing  the 
libel  ? 

<c  The  Second,  Whether  the  in¬ 
nuendos  or  the  averments  made  up¬ 
on  the  record  are  true  ? 

<f  The  Third,  which  is  a  quedion 
of  law.  Whether  it  is  or  is  not  a 
libel  ?”  Therefore,  faid  he,  the  two 
iird  are  the  only  quedions  you  have 
to  confider ;  and  this,  added  he, 
very  rightly,  is  clear  and  undoubted 
law.  It  has  been  fo  held  for  con- 
fiderably  more  than  a  century  pad. 
It  is  admitted  by  the  counfel,  that 
ppon  great  condderation,  it  has 
been  fo  held  in  one  of  the  cafes  he 
mentioned,  by  a  noble  lord  who  has 
prefided  for  many  years,  with  very 
didinguifhed  honour,  in  the  fird 
court  of  criminal  judice  in  this 


country ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  obfer- 
vation  how  that  cafe  came  on.  For 
twenty-eight  years  pad  (during 
which  time  we  have  had  a  vad  num¬ 
ber  of  profecutions  in  different 
Ihapes  for  libels)  the  uniform  and 
invariable  conduft  of  that  noble 
judge  has  been,  to  date  the  quef¬ 
tions  as  I  have  jud  dated  them  to 
you  ;  and  though  the  cafes  have 
been  defended  by  counfel  not  likely 
to  yield  much,  yet  that  point  was 
never  found  fault  with  by  them, 
and  often  as  it  has  been  enforced 
by  the  court,  they  never  have  at¬ 
tempted  yet  by  any  application  to  fet 
it  adde.  At  lad  it  came  on  in  this 
way ;  the  noble  j  udge  himfelf  brought 
it  on,  by  dating  to  the  court  what 
his  directions  had  always  been,  with 
a  defire  to  know,  whether  in  their 
opinions,  the  direction  was  right  or 
wrong  ?  The  court  were  unani- 
moufly  of  opinion  that  it  vms  right, 
and  that  the  law  bore  no  quedion  or 
difpute. — It  is  admitted  by  the  counr 
fel  likewife,  that  in  the  time  that  my 
lord  chief  judice  Lee  preiided  in  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  the  fame 
doCtrine  was  laid  down  as  clear  and 
edablidied.  There  was  not  a  founder 
lawyer,  or  an  honeder  man,  that 
ever  fat  on  the  bench,  than  lie  was. 
But  if  we  trace  the  quedion  further 
back,  it  will  be  found,  that  about 
the  year  1731  (which,  I  fuppofe, 
has  not  efcaped  the  diligence  of  the 
counfel)  another  chief  judice  held 
the  fame  doCtrine,  and  in  terms 
which  are  more  obfervable  than 
thofe  in  mod  of  the  other  cafes,  be¬ 
caufe  they  fhew  pretty  clearly  when, 
it  was  that  this  idea  was  fird  broached. 
—That  was,  an  information  againd 
one  Franklin  (I  think)  for  publifh¬ 
ing  a  libel  called  The  Craftfman* 


—The  then  chief  juftice  ftated  the 
three  queftions  to  the  jury  in  the 
fame  way  I  mentioned.  He  faid. 
The  frit  is  the  fa&  of  publication  ; 
fecondly,  Whether  the  averments  in 
the  information  are  true  or  not  ; 
and  thirdly.  Whether  it  is  a  libel. 
He  fays,  there  are  but  two  of  thefe 
queftions  for  your  confideration  ; — 
the  third  is  merely  a  queftion  of 
law,  with  which  you,  the  jury,  have 
nothing  to  do,  as  has  now  of  late 
been  thought  by  fome  people,  who 
ought  to  know’  better  ;  but,  fays  he, 
we  mu  ft  always  take  care  to  diftin- 
guilh  between  matters  of  law  and 
matters  of  fadl,  and  they  are  not  to 
be  confounded. 

With  fuch  a  train  of  authori¬ 
ties,  it  is  really  extraordinary  to 
hear  the  matter  now  infilled  on  as  a 
queftion  which  admits  a  doubt ;  and 
if  we  go  farther  back,  it  will  be 
found  ftill  clearer :  for  about  the 
time  of  the  revolution,  authorities 
will  be  found  which  go  diredlly  to 
the  point.  In  one  of  them,  which 
arofe  within  a  year  or  two  from  the 
time  of  the  cafe  of  the  Seven  Bi- 
fhops,  which  the  counfel  alluded  to, 
a  defendant,  in  an  information  for  a 
libel,  which  was  tried  at  bar,  faid 
to  the  court,  “  As  the  information 
ftates  this  to  be  a  fcandalous  and  fe- 
ditious  libel,  I  defire  it  may  be  left 
to  the  jury  to  fay  whether  it  is  a 
fcandalous  and  feditious  libel,  or 
not.”  The  anfwer  then  given  by 
the  court  was,  That  is  matter  of 
law  ;  the  jury  are  to  decide  upon 
the  fa£t ;  and  if  they  find  you  guilty 
of  the  fadt,  the  court  will  afterwards 
confider  whether  it  is  or  is  not  a 
libel.” — If  one  goes  ftill  farther 
back,  we  find  it  fettled  as  a  princi¬ 
ple  which  admits  of  no  difpute,  and 
laid  down  fo  early  as  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth  as  a  maxim,  that 
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ad  qutfflionem  fa  Hi  refpondent jura- 
tores ,  ad  queefionem  juris  refpondent 
judices And  in  the  cafe  that  the 
counfel  has  thought  fit  to  allude  to, 
under  the  name  of  Bufhel’s  cafe,  the 
fame  maxim  is  recognized  by  the 
court  negatively,  viz.  ad  quaftionem 
fafti  non  refpondent  judices ,  ad  quaf~ 
tionem  Iegis  non  refpondent  jurat  ores  ; 
for,  faid  the  court  unanimoufly,  if 
it  be  afkcd  of  the  jury  what  the  law 
is,  they  cannot  fay ;  if  it  be  afked 
of  the  court  what  the  fadl  is,  they 
cannot  fay. 

(f  Now,  fo  it  Hands  as  to  legal 
hiftory  upon  the  bufmefs.  Suppofe 
there  were  no  authority  at  all,  can 
any  thing  be  a  ftronger  proof  of  the 
impropriety  of  what  is  contended  for 
by  the  counfel  for  the  defendants 
than  what  I  have  had  recourfe  to  ? 
They  have  addreffed  you — not  as  is 
very  ufual  to  addrefs  a  jury,  and 
which  you  muft  know  yourfelves,  if 
you  have  often  ferved  upon  them — 
they  have  addrefted  you  upon  a 
queftion  of  law,  on  which  they  havet 
quoted  cafes  for  a  century  back. 
Now,  are  you  poflefted  of  thofe  cafes 
in  your  own  minds?  are  you  apprized 
of  the  diftin&ions  on  which  thofe  de¬ 
terminations  are  founded  ?  Is  it  not 
a  little  extraordinary  to  require  of  a 
jury,  that  they  fhould  carry  all  the 
legal  determinations  in  their  minds  ? 
If  one  looks  a  little  farther  into  the 
conftitution,  it  feems  to  me,  that 
without  recourfe  to  authorities,  it 
cannot  admit  of  a  doubt.  What  is 
the  mode  of  adminiftering  juft  ice  in 
this  country? — The  judges  are  ap¬ 
pointed  to  decide  the  law,  the  juries 
to  decide  the  fadt. — How  ? — Both 
under  the  folemn  obligation  of  an 
oath.  The  judges  are  fwern  to  ad- 
mini  fter  the  law  faithfully  and  truly. 
The  jury  are  not  fo  {worn,  but  to 
give  a  true  verdidt  according  to  the 

evidence* 
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evidence.  Was  It  ever  yet  attempted 
to  give  evidence  of  what  the  law 
was  ?— -If  it  were  done  in  one  in¬ 
stance,  it  mult  hold  in  all. — Suppofe 
a  jury  fhould  fay,  that  which  is 
dated  upon  a  record  is  high  treafon 
or  murder  ;  if  the  fads  charged  up¬ 
on  the  record  are  not  fo,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  court  to  look  into  the 
record,  and  they  are  bound  by  their 
oaths  to  difcharge  the  defendant. 
The  confequence,  if  it  were  not  fo, 
would  be,  that  a  man  would  be  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  hanged,  who  had  offended 
againil  no  law  at  all.  It  is  upon 
the  fads,  as  found  by  the  jury,  that 
the  court  are  to  fay,  whether  it  is 
any  offence  or  not.  It  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  hold  in  civil  cafes  as  well 
as  criminal ;  and  as  the  counfel  for 
the  profecution  has  faid  in  reply,  by 
the  fame  reafon  in  the  cafe  of  an 
ejedment,  you  might  decide  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law.  But  was  it  ever 
fuppofed,  that  a  jury  was  competent 
to  fay  what  is  the  operation  of  a  fine, 
ora  recovery,  or  a  warranty,  which 
are  mere  queiiions  of  law  ? — 

Then  the  counfel  fays,  it  is  a 
very  extraordinary  .thing,  if  you 
have  nothing  elfe  to  decide  but  the 
fait  of  the  publication  ;  becaufe 
then  the  jury  are  to  do  nothing  but 
to  decide  that  which  was  never  dif- 
puted. — Now,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  art  in  that  argument,  and  it  was 
very  ingeniously  put  by  the  coun¬ 
fel  ;  but  there  is  a  fallacy  in  the 
argument,  which  arifes  from  not 
confidering  how  the  matter  Hands 
here.  It  is  not  true,  that  the  De¬ 
fendant,  by  theiffue,  admits  that  he 
ever  publilhed  it. — No  ;  upon  the 
record  he  denies  it ;  but  when  he 
comes  here,  he  thinks  fit  to  admit 
It.  That  does  not  alter  the  mode 
of  trial. 

Then  it  is  afoted,  that  if  you 
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go  upon  the  publication  only,  that 
the  defendant  would  be  found 
guilty  though  he  is  innocent.  But 
that  is  by  no  means  the  cafe ;  and 
it  is  only  neceffary  to  fee  how  many 
guards  the  law  has  made,  to  Ihew 
how  erroneous  that  argument  is. — 
If  the  fad  were,  that  the  defendant 
never  denied  the  publication,  but 
meant  to  admit  it,  and  infill  that  it 
was  not  a  libel,  he  had  another  way 
in  which  he  ftiould  have  done  it  (a 
way  univerfally  known  to  the  pro- 
feffion) — for  he  ought  to  have  de¬ 
murred  to  the  indidment ;  by  which 
in  fubfiance  he  would  have  faid — I 
admit  the  fad  of  publifhing  it,  but 
deny  that  it  is  any  offence.-— But  he 
is  not  precluded  even  now,  from 
faying  it  is  not  a  libel ;  for  if  the 
fad  be  found  by  you,  that  he  did 
publifh  the  pamphlet,  and  upon  fu¬ 
ture  confi deration  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench  fhali  be  of  opinion 
that  it  is  not  a  libel,  he  mull  then  be 
acquitted. — -As  to  his  coming  here. 
It  is  his  own  choice. 

But,  fay  the  counfel  farther,  it  is 
clear  in  point  of  law,  that  in  a  cri¬ 
minal  cafe  the  defendant  cannot 
plead  ipecially  ;  therefore  he  might 
give  any  tiling  in  evidence  that 
would  be  a  j unification  if  he  could 
plead  fpecially.—  I  admit  it  :  —  but 
what  does  that  amount  to  ?  you 
mull  plead  matter  of  fad  :  you  can¬ 
not  plead  matter  of  law  ;  the  plea  is 
bad  if  you  do.  Then  admitting 
that  he  could  give  that  in  evidence 
upon  Not  Guilty,  which  would  in 
point  of  law,  if  pleaded,  amount  to 
an  excule  or  a  defence,  the  queftion 
Hill  is,  what  are  the  fads  on  which  the 
defence  is  founded  ?  That  brings  the 
cafe  to  the  queftion  of  publication  ; 
for  the  innuendos  are  no  more  than 
this  ;  firft,  the  indidment  fays,  that 
by  the  letter  G,  is  meant  Gentle¬ 
man, 
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Hian,  and  by  the  letter  F.  is  meant 
Farmer.  Now  the  title  of  this  pam¬ 
phlet  is,  “  The  Principles  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  in  a  Dialogue  between  a 
Gentleman  and  a  Farmer.” — The 
innuendo  is  not  upon  initials  or  let¬ 
ters  that  may  be  doubtful,  but  whe¬ 
ther  *  the  king  ’  written  at  length 
means  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  whether  *■  the  parliament  ’  means 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
Thefe  are  points  I  don’t  know  how 
to  Hate  a  queflion  upon  ;  and  if  you 
are  fatisfied  as  to  the  innuendos, 
the  only  remaining  queilion  of  fad 
is  as  to  the  publication. 

Whether  Mr.  Jones’s  evidence 
will  or  will  not  operate  in  mitiga¬ 
tion  of  punifhment,  is  not  a  quef- 
tion  for  me  to  give  an  opinion  up¬ 
on,  becaufe  it  is  not  for  me  to  in¬ 
flict  the  punifhment  if  the  defendant 
is  found  guilty.  But  upon  his  evi¬ 
dence  it  Hands  thus :  the  dean  had 
thoughts  of  printing  the  pamphlet 
in  Welfh,  but  upon  what  was  faid 
to  him  by  Mr.  Jones  and  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  he  declined  it.  But  he  af¬ 
terwards  publifhed  it  in  Englilh : 
for  this  converfation  is  fworn  by 
Jones  to  be  on  the  yth  of  January, 
and  not  till  the  24th  of  January 
does  he  fend  this  letter  to  Evans 
with  the  pamphlet,  defiring  that  it 
might  be  publiihed ;  therefore  there 
is  no  contradiction  as  to  the  publi¬ 
cation  ;  and  if  you  are  fatisfied  of 
this  in  point  of  fad,  it  is  my  duty 
to  tell  you  in  point  of  law,  you  are 
bound  to  find  the  defendant  guilty. 
— -I  with  to  be  explicit  in  what  I  fay 
to  you,  becaufe  if  I  err  in  any  re- 
fpeCt,  it  is  open  to  the  defendant  to 
have  it  corrected.  As  far  as  it  is 
neceffary  to  give  any  opinion  in 
point  of  law  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
trial,  I  readily  do  it :  beyond  that  I 
don’t  mean  to  fay  a  word,  becaufe  it 
J  2 


is  not  neceffary  nor  proper  here. 
In  a  future  flage  of  the  bufinefs,  if 
the  defendant  is  found  guilty,  he 
will  have  a  right  to  demand  my 
opinion  ;  and  if  ever  that  happens, 
it  is  my  duty  to  give  it,  and  then  I 
will  ;  but  till  that  happens  I  do 
not  think  it  proper,  or  by  any  means 
incumbent  upon  one  w'ho  fits  where 
I  do,  to  go  out  of  the  cafe  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  a  fubjed  wiiich  the 
prefent  flage  of  the  cafe  does  not 
require.  Therefore  1  can  only  fay, 
that  if  you  are  fatisfied  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  did  publilh  this  pamphlet, 
and  are  fatisfied  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  innuendos  in  point  of  law,  you 
ought  to  find  him  guilty.  If  you 
are  not  fatisfied  of  that,  you  will  ac¬ 
quit  him. 

F  he  fury  withdrew  to  conftder  of 
their  Verdict.  When  they  returned 
again  into  Court ,  the  Foreman  faid, 
Vhsy  found  the  Defendant  Guilty 
of  publilhing  only. 

Mr.  Juflice  Buller.  That  ver¬ 
dict  is  not  quite  correCt.  —  You, 
gentlemen  of  the  jury,  mult  explain 
one  way  or  the  other,  whether  you 
find  the  meaning  of  the  innuendos. 
The  indictment  has  Hated,  that  G, 
means  Gentleman,  E.  Farmer.— 
The  King,  the  King  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain — and  the  Parliament,  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great  Britain. — Do  you 
find  him  guilty  ? 

One  of  the  jury.  Yes,  we  find 
him  guilty  of  that. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  They  find  the  de¬ 
fendant  guilty  of  publilhing  only. 

One  of  the  jury.  We  don’t  fay 
any  thing  to  judge  of  the  libel,  we 
only  find  him  guilty  of  pubiifliing. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  I  beg  your  lordr 
fhip’s  pardon,  I  am  fure  I  mean  no¬ 
thing  that  is  irregular  :  X  under- 

Hand 
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Hand  the^  jury  faid,  they  only  found 
that  the  dean  publifhed  it. 

One  of  the  jury.  Yes. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  They  only  find  that 
the  dean  publifhed  this  pamphlet. 

Mr.  Broderick.  They  have  not 
found  that  it  is  a  libel  of  and  con¬ 
cerning  the  king  and  his  govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Juftice  Bailer.  I  a  Iked  them 
whether  they  were  fatisfied  that  The 
King,  meant  the  King  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  whether  the  letter  G.  meant 
Gentleman,  and  the  letter  F.  meant 
Farmer  ;  they  fay  they  are  fatisfied. 
‘—Is  there  any  other  innuendo  in  the 
Indidment  f 

Mr.  Erfkine.  When  the  jury 
came  in,  they  gave  the  very  verdid 
that  was  given  in  the  cafe  of  the 
King  againfl  Woodfall ;  they  faid. 
Guilty  of  publishing  only. — Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  jury,  do  you  mean  that 
the  word  only  fhall  Hand  part  of 
your  verdid 

One  of  the  jury.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Gentlemen, 
if  you  add  the  word  only ,  it  will  be 
negativing,  or  at  leaft  not  finding 
the  truth  of  the  innuendos ;  that  I 
underftood  you  did  not  mean  to  do. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  That  has  the  cffed 
of  a  general  verdid  of  guilty. — X 
deftre  your  lordfhip,  fitting  here  as 
judge,  to  record  the  verdid  as  given 
by  the  jury;  if  the  jury  depart 
from  the  word  only ,  they  alter  their 
verdid. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  I  will  take 
their  verdid  as  they  mean  to  give 
it ;  it  fhall  not  be  altered.— Gen¬ 
tlemen,  do  you  mean  to  find  him 
guilty  of  publifhing  the  libel  ? 

One  of  the  jury.  Of  publifhing 
the  pamphlet ;  we  don’t  decide  up¬ 
on  its  being  a  libel  or  not. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  And  that  the 


meaning  of  the  innuendos  is  as  Hat¬ 
ed  in  the  indictment  ? 

One  of  the  jury.  Yes,  cer¬ 
tainly. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  Would  you  have 
the  word  only  recorded  ? 

One  of  the  jury.  Yes. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  Then  I  infift  that 
it  fhall  be  recorded.  " 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Mr.  Erfkine, 
fit  down,  or  I  fhall  be  obliged  to 
interpofe  in  fome  other  way. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  Your  lordfhip  may 
interpofe  in  what  manner  you  think 
ft. 

Mr.  Jufti  ce  B  tiller.  Gentlemen, 
if  you  fay  guilty  of  publifhing  only , 
the  confequence  is,  that  you  nega¬ 
tive  the  meaning  of  the  particular 
words  I  have  mentioned— that  is 
the  operation  of  the  word  only.  In 
effed,  you  would  give  a  verdid  in 
words  contrary  to  what  you  mean. 

One  of  the  jury.  How  will  it 
operate  ? 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  If  you  fay 
nothing  more,  but  find  him  guilty 
of  publifhing,  the  queftion  of  law 
is  open  upon  the  record,  and  they 
have  a  right  to  apply  firft  to  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench  to  arreft  the 
judgment ;  and  if  they  are  not  fa¬ 
tisfied  with  the  opinion  of  that 
court,  either  party  has  a  right  to 
go  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  yon 
find  nothing  more  by  that  verdid 
but  the  fimple  fad  ;  but  if  you  find 
him  guilty  of  publifhing  only ,  that 
verdid  will  not  include  the  innu¬ 
endos  on  the  record. 

One  of  the  jury.  That  is  ad¬ 
mitted. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  I  defire  to  afk  your 
lordfhip  this  queftion  in  the  hearing 
of  the  jury.  Whether,  if  they  find 
the  verdid  Guilty  of  publifhing, 
leaving  out  the  word  only,  and  o« 

my 
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my  application  to  arreft  the  judg¬ 
ment,  the  judgment  {hall  not  be 
arrefted,  but  entered  up  in  the 
King’s  Bench ;  whether  the  fedition 
does  not  ftand  recorded  ? 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  No,  it  does 
not,  unlefs  the  pamphlet  be  a  libel 
in  point  of  law. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  True.  But  can  I 
fay  that  the  defendant  did  not  pub* 
lifti  it  feditioully,  if  judgment  is 
not  arrefted,  but  is  entered  in  the 
record  ? 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Gentlemen, 
this  is  my  fatisfadtion.  If  in  what 
I  am  faying  to  you  I  am  wrong  in 
any  inftance,  they  have  a  right  to 
have  a  new  trial  diredlly  for  a&ing. 
But  I  muft  tell  you  the  law  is  this : 
if  you  find  the  defendant  guilty  of 
publiftiing,  without  faying  anymore, 
the  queftion  of  libel  or  not  is  open 
to  the  conftderation  of  the  court ; 
but  if  you  fay  he  is  guilty  of  pub- 
lilhing  only,  it  is  an  incomplete 
verdidt. 

One  of  the  jury.  We  certainly 
mean  to  leave  the  queftion  of  libel 
©r  not  to  the  conftderation  of  the 
court. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  Do  you  find  the 
fedition  ? 

One  of  the  jury.  We  give  no 
verdidt  upon  it. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  When  you 
underftand  your  verdidt  yourfelves, 
I  will  take  it  in  the  manner  you 
ftate  it.  If  you  fay  guilty  of  pub¬ 
lishing  only,  there  muft  be  another 
trial,  becaufe  the  verdidt  will  be 
imperfedt. 

One  of  the  jury.  No,  we  did 
not  fay  that  ;  we  put  the  word  only 
£rft — Guilty  only  of  publiftiing. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  I  deftre,  with  great 
fubmiflion,  the  jury  having  faid 
Guilty  only  of  publiftfing,  that  it 
may  be  fo  recorded. 


Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Whether 
you  fay  guilty  only  of  publiftiing-, 
or  guilty  of  publiftiing  only,  that 
amounts  to  the  fame  thing.  You 
may  fay  this,  (C  Guilty  of  publifti¬ 
ing  ;  but  whether  it  is  a  libel  or  not, 
you  don’t  know,”  if  that  is  your 
intention. 

One  of  the  jury.  That  is  our  in¬ 
tention. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller;  Do  you  give 
your  verdict  in  this  way,  “  Guilty 
of  publiftiing ;  but  whether  it  is  a 
libel  or  not,  the  jury  don’t  know?” 

One  of  the  jury.  We  don’t  find 
it  a  libel,  my  lord  5  we  do  not  de¬ 
cide  upon  it. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  They  find  it  no 
libel. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  See  what  is 
attempted  to  be  done. 

Mr .  Erlkine.  There  is  no  impro¬ 
per  attempt  upon  my  part.  I  alk 
this  of  your  lordftiip,  and  defire  an 
anfwer,  as  a  judge,  whether  or  no, 
if,  when  I  come  to  move  in  arreft: 
of  judgment,  and  the  court  ftiould 
enter  up  judgment,  faying,  that  it 
is  a  libel,  whether  I  can  afterwards 
fay,  in  mitigation  of  puniftiment, 
that  the  defendant  did  not  publifti 
it  feditioufiy,  when  he  is.  found 
guilty  of  publiftiing  it  in  manner 
and  form  as  ftated  ?  Therefore  the 
jury  are  made  to  find  a  man  guilty 
of  fedition,  when  in  the  fame  mo¬ 
ment  they  fay  they  did  not  mean 
fo  to  do.  Gentlemen,  do  you  find 
the  dean  guilty  of  fedition  ? 

One  of  the  jury.  We  neither 
find  the  one  nor  the  other. 

Mr.  Price  (Aftociate.)  Do  you 
fay  <e  Guilty  of  publiftiing  ;  but 
whether  a  libel  or  not,  you  do  hot 
find  ?” 

Mr.  juftice  Buller.  Is  that  your 
meaning  ? 

One  of  the  jury.  It  is  our  meaning. 

Mr- 
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Mr.  Bearcroft.  All  you  mean  is 
to  leave  the  law  where  it  is  ? 

One  of  the  jury.  That  is  all  our 
meaning. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  The  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  jury  was  from  the  firft 
as  clear  as  it  could  be,  only  they 
wanted  to  confound  it. 

*The  officiate  recorded  the  cverdi£l> 

€ ‘Guilty  of  publishing;  but 

WHETHER  A  LIBEL  OR  NOT, 

THE  JURY  DO  NOT  FIND.5* 


Letters  betwixt  the  Right  Honourable 
Williajn  Pitt  and  Lord  George 
Gordon . 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don,  Prefident  of  the  Proteftant 
Affociation,  to  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  Mr.  Pitt,  Firft  Lord  of 
the  Treafury. 

‘  Sir, 

^  oEVER  A  L  hundred  feamen  have 
^  addreffed  me  to-day ;  many  of 
them, lately  arrived  from  India,came 
in  coaches.  A  fling  lieutenants, 

mates,  and  midfhipmen  of  the  royal 
navy,  are  among  them.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  copy  of  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  their  addreffes : 

“  To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
George  Gordon,  Prefident  of  the 
Proteftant  Affociation. 

“  May  it  pleafe  your  lordfhip, 

<e  We,  the  feamen,  whofe  names 
are  undermentioned,  are  able,  wil¬ 
ling,  and  ready,  to  ferve  the  United 
Proteftant  States  of  Holland  againft 
the  King  of  the  Romans,  and  all 
their  popifh  enemies.  And  your 
petitioners  will  ever  pray  for  lord 
George  Gordon. 

Signed  by  Edward  Robinfon, 
and  thirty -four  other,  feamen, 
at  the  Kettledrum,  Radcliffe 
Highway,  Nov.  17,  1784.” 


*  Several  officers  of  diftin&ic'rs 
in  the  land  fervice  have  alfo  ap-> 
plied  to  me,  and  offered  their  fer- 
vices  to  the  States  General,  parti¬ 
cularly  a  field-officer  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  line,  in  the  province  of 
Maftachufet’s,  and  an  officer  who 
has  lately  left  the  Irifh  brigade  of 
France,  who  wifhed  to  enter  into 
a  fervice  more  agreeable,  and  con¬ 
genial  to  his  fentiments  and  prin¬ 
ciples.  Many  of  the  guards  have 
requeued  to  go  volunteers.  Some 
Athol  Highlanders  are  on  their  way 
to  town,  who,  I  make  no  doubt, 
will  engage  in  the  good  Proteftant 
caufe  of  their  high  mightineffes. 
I  acquaint  you,  as  prime  minifter, 
with  thefe  matters,  that  you  may 
convince  baron  Van  Lynden  of  the 
general  good  difpofition  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  thefe  kingdoms  to  comply 
with  his  excellency’s  requeft,  and  to 
renew  again  their  old  friendfhip  with 
Holland  upon  the  righteous  and  fo¬ 
lk!  foundation  of  the  Proteftant  in- 
tereft. 

‘  I  am,  Sir,  with  all  due  refpefl, 

‘  Your  humble  fervant, 

*  G.  Gordon/ 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Honourable  Mr.  Pitt,  Firft  Lord 
of  the  Treafury,  to  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  Lord  George  Gordon. 

Downing-ftreet,  Nov.  19,  1784, 
26  m.  paft  One  P.  M. 

“  My  lord, 

tl  I  have  hitherto  returned  no 
anfwer  to  the  letters  I  received  from 
your  lordfhip  on  the  17th  and  18th 
inftant,  becaufe  I  did  not  think  it  my 
duty  to  enter  into  a  correfpondence 
with  your  lordfhip  on  the  fubjefl. 
But  having  been  informed  that  ma¬ 
ny  feamen  have  been  induced  to  quit 
their  occupation,  in  the  expectation 

of 
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af  being  employed  to  ferve  againft 
the  emperor,  1  think  it  proper  to 
remind  you,  that  whatever  fteps  you 
have  taken,  have  been  without  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  authority  or  coun¬ 
tenance  from  his  majefty’s  minifters, 
and  that  it  is  for  your  lordfhip  to 
confider  what  confequences  may  be 
expected  from  them. 

“  I  am,  my  lord, 

“  Your  lordfhip’s  obedient 
“  Humble  fervant, 

te  W.  P  I  T  T.” 

Right  lion.  Lord  G.  Gordon* 

Lord  George  Gordon’s  Anfvver  to 
Mr.  Pitt. 

(t  Sir, 

€t  I  received  your  letter  of  to¬ 
day  juft  now.  It  was  very  rude  in 
you  not  to  anfwer  my  two  letters 
foaner.  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  fay, 
that  many  feamen  have  been  in¬ 
duced  to  quit  their  occupation,  in 
expectation  of  being  employed  to 
ferve  againft  the  emperor.  This 
fhews  the  feamen’s  hearts  are  warm 
towards  the  States  of  Holland,  and 
that  they  with  to  lend  a  hand  to 
aftift  them  againft  their  enemies. 
As  foon  as  you,  and  the  reft  of  his 
majefty’s  minifters,  are  pleafed  to 
authorize  and  countenance  thefe 
honeft  endeavours  of  the  feamen  to 
fupport  thofe  Proteftant  ftates,  I 
will  make  propofals  to  the  Dutch 
ambaftador,  and  to  the  States  of 
Holland,  to  take  them  into  imme¬ 
diate  pay.  The  confequences  may 
fall  on  the  heads  of  the  king’s  fer- 
vants,  if  they  advife  their  fovereign 
to  take  a  part  againft  the  Proteftant 
intereft. 

<c  I  am.  Sir, 

“  Your  humble  fervant, 

“  G.  Gor  don.” 
Welbeck-ftreet,  Nov.  19,  1784. 
Vol.  XXVII. 


Sentence  of  the  Court  Martial  ap¬ 
pointed  to  try  Colonel  Debbieg ,  for 
writing  federal  difrejpetfful  and 
injurious  Letters  to  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  as  Mafer  General  of  the 
Ordnance. 

THE  court-martial  for  the 
trial  of  colonel  Debbieg  be¬ 
ing  on  Monday  laft  re-aflembled  at 
the  Horfe-Guards,  by  his  majefty’s 
command,  the  following  fentence 
was  read  by  the  judge  advocate, 
who  declared  that  his  majefty  had 
approved  thereof,  and  had  direfted 
that  it  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  court-martial,  upon  due  con- 
fideration  of  the  whole  matter,  are 
of  opinion,  that  colonel  Hugh  Deb¬ 
bieg  is  guilty  of  each  article  of  the 
charge  exhibited  againft  him,  viz. 

Of  “  writing  to  his  grace  Charles 
duke  of  Richmond,  Lennox*  and 
Aubigny,  mafter-general  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  ordnance,  his  commanding 
officer,  feveral  unbecoming  letters 
fmce  the  month  of  June  laft,  con¬ 
taining  indecent  and  difrefpeftful 
exprefiions  towards  him,  and  ground- 
lefs  and  injurious  imputations  of  par¬ 
tiality  and  oppreflion  in  the  diicharge 
of  his  duty  as  mafter-general  of  the 
ordnance,  to  the  prejudice  of  good 
order  and  military  difcipline 

And  of i{  writing  difrefpeftfully, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft  laft,  of  the 
faid  duke  of  Richmond,  & c.  mafter- 
general  of  his  majefty ’s  ordnance, 
his  commanding  officer,  to  major- 
general  James  Bramham,  the  chief 
engineer,  and  in  terms  obvioufly 
tending  to  depreciate  the  conduft  of 
him  the  faid  mafter-general  in  the 
opinion  of  the  faid  chief  engineer, 
and  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  to  the 
prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
difcipline.” 

In  confideration  of  the  high  cha- 
[U]  rafter 
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rafter  of  the  faid  colonel  Debbieg, 
as  an  officer,  and  his  meritorious 
fer vices,  which  confideration  alone 
could  have  induced  them  to  give  fo 
lenient  a  fentence  for  crimes  which 
they  mull  conceive  to  be  highly  de¬ 
trimental,  and  tending'  to  produce 
the  work  conferences  to  the  fer- 
vice,  they  adjudge.  That  he,  the  faid 
colonel  Hugh  Debbieg,  be  repri¬ 
manded  in  open  court — and  that  he 
do  alfo  make  his  fubmiffion  to  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  &c.  mailer-ge¬ 
neral  of  his  majelly’s  ordnance,  in 
the  following  terms  : 

“  My  lord  duke, 

<f  In  compliance  with  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  this  court-martial,  I  do  de¬ 
clare  my  great  concern,  that  I  ffiould 
have  made  ufe  of  expreffions  in  my 
correfpondence  with your  grace,  my 
fuperior  officer,  which  in  the  opinion 
of  the  court  tended  to  the  prejudice  of 
good  order  and  military  difcipline.’5 

The  prefident,  lord  Howard,  then 
addreffed  col.  Debbieg  as  follows: 

te  Colonel  Debbieg, 
st  In  addreffing  myfelf  to  an  oflT 
cer  of  fo  long  handing,  and  fo  dif- 
tmguifhed  as  you  have  been  for  your 
meritorious  fervices,  it  cannot  fail  to 
give  me  the  lincereh  concern  to  have 
it  Tall  to  my  lot  to  convey  to  you  a 
reprimand  from  the  court-martial 
before  whom  yon  have  been  brought. 

“  It  is.  Sir,  by  his  majelly’s  com¬ 
mands  that  I  do  fo.  Wherein,  hav¬ 
ing  eonfulted  the  court,  I  am  to  fay 
to  you,  that  they  would  have  to  dread 
the  ill  effefts  of  fuch  an  unbecom¬ 
ing  fpirit  as  that  which  has  fo  con- 
fpicuoully  Ihewn  itfelf  in  your  late 
correfpondence,  which  they  have  had 
under  their  confideration,  if  they 
did  not  perfuade  themfelves,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  dangerous  tendency  of 
ifuch  behaviour  to  his  majelly’s  l'er- 
vice,  that  you  will  upon  cool  reflec¬ 


tion  think  as  they  do,  and  hereafter 
regulate  your  conduft  accordingly. 

The  other  part.  Sir,  of  the 
judgment  of  this  court,  your  fub¬ 
miffion  to  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
mailer-general  of  the  ordnance,  has 
been  already  read  to  you  by  the  j  udge 
advocate  ;  and  which  no  doubt  3^011 
will  immediately,  and  agreeable  to 
that  becoming  deference  due  to  their 
direclions,  proceed  to  comply  with.’* 

Colonel  Debbieg  then  read  the 
fubmiffion  to  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
as  the  court  had  directed  ;  after 
which  the  duke  of  Richmond  addreD 
fed  himfelf  to  the  court  as  follows : 

The  judgment  of  the  court  in 
pronouncing  every  article  of  my 
charges  well  founded,  and  the  im¬ 
putations  againll  me  groundlefs,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  obfervations  which 
the  court  has  made  on  the  conduft 
I  complained  of,  have  I  trull  fully 
jultifled  the  neceffity  I  was  under  of 
appealing  to  this  tribunal. 

“  I  flatter  myfelf  that  in  carrying 
on  this  profecution,  I  have  not  (hewn 
a  vindictive  fpirit ;  1  hope  it  is  not 
in  my  nature.  The  apology  di- 
refted  by  the  court,  I  readily  accept 
from  col.  Debbieg.  I  trull  his  fu¬ 
ture  conduft  will  be  regulated  by 
the  fentiments  which  the  court  has 
exprelfed  on  what  is  pall,  and, I  pro- 
mife  col,  Debbieg  that  he  fhall  never 
trace  in  my  behaviour  any  ungene¬ 
rous  recolleftion  of  this  tranfaftion.” 

The  judge  advocate  then  inform¬ 
ed  colonel  Debbieg,  that  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  the  court  having  been 
complied  with,  he  was  releafed 
from  his  arrell,  and  then  declared 
that  the  court-martial  was  dilfolved. 
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'The  Judgment  pnjjeci  cn  Chrijiopher 
Atkinfon>  Efq\  in  the  Court  of 
King' s  Bench. 

TH  E  court  of  King’s-bench 
was  exceedingly  crouded  with 
auditors,  anxious  to  hear  the  fate  of 
Mr.  Atkinfon.  At  ten  Mr.  Atkin- 
fon  was  conduced  into  court  by  the 
deputy-keeper  and  tipftaffs.  In  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  lord  Mansfield, 
Mr.  juftice  Afhurft,  and  Mr.  juf- 
tice  Buller,  took  their  feats  upon 
the  bench  (judge  Willes  being  ab- 
ient  on  account  of  the  death  of  his 
brother.)  After  a  few  juftifications 
of  bail,  lord  Mansfield  called  for 
Mr.  attorney-general,  who  imme¬ 
diately  attended,  and  Mr.  juftice 
A  (bur ft,  with  great  deliberation 
and  folemnity,  proceeded  to  pro¬ 
nounce  the  fentence  of  the  court. 

The  learned  judge  firft  obferved, 
that  the  defendant  flood  convi&ed 
of  perjury,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
court  and  jury,  and  ftated  that  it 
arofe  from  an  affidavit  made  by  him 
to  ground  a  motion  for  an  informa¬ 
tion  againft  William  Bennet.  He 
then  read  the  words  in  which  the 
affidavit  was  couched.  The  indict¬ 
ment  contained  nine  different  af- 
fignmcnts,  of  which  he  was  con¬ 
victed  of  fix,  viz.  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th, 
6th,  and  9th.  He  then  explained 
the  feveral  charges  or  affignments 
in  the  order  they  arofe,  and  took 
notice  that  Mr.  Atkinfon’s  counfel 
had  particularly  objected  to  the  con¬ 
viction  on  the  4th,  which  refpedted 
malt,  and  the  7th,  an  article  of 
wheat,  purchafed  at  34s.  6d.  and 
charged  at  36s.  But  f(  admitting 
that  thefe  affignments  or  counts 
were  done  away,  ftill  there  were 
four  remaining,  and  the  malignity 
of  the  offence,  whether  to  cover 
one  fraud  or  many,  equally  tended 


to  fhevv  the  depravity  of  the'  defen¬ 
dant’s  mind.” 

The  counfel  had  fet  up  two  modes 
of  defence  ;  firft,  they  had  created 
a  diftinClion  between  fupplies  and 
purchafes ;  and  in  this  inftance  the 
defendant  had  rendered  himfelf  not 
only  the  corn-faCtor,  but  the  corn- 
feller.  “  The  commiffioners  mu-ft 
have  been  the  moft  unfaithful,  or 
the  moft  ignorant  of  public  fervants, 
if  they  had  buffered  fuch  a  pra&ice 
to  prevail.”  The  jury  were  there¬ 
fore  well  warranted  in  finding  their 
verdiCl  upon  the  affignments  that 
were  attempted  to  be  defended  upon 
that  ground.  , 

The  fecond  mode  of  defence  was, 
that  all  the  over-charges  were  qua¬ 
lified  by  a  balancing  bill.  “  This 
idea,”  faid  the  learned  judge,  is 
contrary  to  the  bills  themfelves,” 
which  were  continually  varied  in 
their  prices.  Befides  which,  the 
affidavit  on  which  the  conviction 
was  founded  pofitively  avers  that 
no  more  was  charged  on  the  feveral 
articles,  than  the  price  actually  paid, 
which  was  utterly  repugnant  to  the 
charge  of  an  article  of  the  28th  of 
May,  1779.  Thefe  balancing  bills 
were  made  out  merely  at  the  de¬ 
fendant’s  diferetion,  altogether  un¬ 
authorized  by  the  board,  and  were 
fubject  to  no  cheque  or  controul. 
When  the  court  defired  that  the 
books  might  be  infpeCted,  it  was 
anfwered,  they  were  deftroyed.  How 
the  defendant  had  exercifed  his  dif¬ 
eretion,  was  plain  to  the  commif¬ 
fioners  and  jury,  the  former  having 
difeharged  him  from  his  employ¬ 
ment,  and  the  latter  having  found 
him  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  his 
charge.  There  was  no  plea  of  de¬ 
fence  that  the  money  was  paid  on 
account,  becaufe  the  charges  were 
regularly  adjufted,  and  the  fpecific 
fums  to  each  article. 

[C/j  2  The 
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The  learned  judge  then  conclud¬ 
ed  in  the  following  words,  “  I  fhall 
not  endeavour  to  aggravate  your 
crime  ;  for  if  you  have  any  feelings, 
your  htuation  mull  be  fufficiently 
painful :  and  there  remains  nothing 
more  for  me  to  fay,  but  the  difa- 
greeable  neceffity  of  pronouncing 
the  fentence  of  the  law. 

“  You  are  to  be  committed  one 
whole  year  to  the  prifon  of  this 
court.  You  are  to  hand  in  the 
pillory  upon  the  Corn-market  for 


the  fpace  of  one  whole  hour,  be¬ 
tween  twelve  and  two  o’clock ;  and 
you  are  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  thou- 
fand  pounds,  and  remain  in  prifon 
until  the  fame  is  paid.” 

Mr.  Atkinfon  feemed  exceeding¬ 
ly  affe&ed  with  this  fentence,  and 
for  a  few  moments  looked  iledfaflly 
upon  the  court,  as  if  going  to  fpeak. 
He  then  made  a  refpe&ful  bow  to 
the  judges,  and  retired  with  great 
fortitude. 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [293 


/ 


A  GENERAL  LIST 

% 
«  ' 

OF  THE 

DISEASES  and  CASUALTIES, 

From  1783,  to  December  14,  1784. 


DISEASES. 
Bortive  and  Stil- 
born  \  528 
Abfcefs  1 

Aged  1240 

Ague  8 

Apoplexy  and  Sud¬ 
den  207 

Afthma  and  Phthi- 
fic  .  377 

Bed-ridden  12 

Bleeding  4 

Bloody  Flux  1 

Burften  and  Rup¬ 
ture  17 

Cancer  43 

Canker  2 

Chicken  Pox  3 

Childbed  133 

Cholic, Gripes,  twill¬ 
ing  of  the  Guts  8 
Cold  3 

Confumption  4540 
Convulfions  4219 
Cough,  and  Hooping 
-  Cough  467 


Diabetes 

Droply 

830 

Evil 

13 

Fever,  malignant  Fe¬ 

ver,  Scarlet  Fever, 

Spotted  Fever3 

,  and 

Purples 

1973 

Fiftula 

4 

Flux 

9 

French  Pox 

32 

Gout 

63 

Gravel,  Stone, 

and 

Strangury 

35 

Grief 

3 

Head-Ach 

1 

Headmouldfhot,  Hor- 

fhoehead,  and  Wa¬ 

ter  in  the  Head  1  < 

Jaundice 

62 

Impofthume 

4 

Inflammation 

198 

Leprofy 

Lethargy 

Livergrown 

4 

Lunatick 

46 

Meades 

29 

Mifcarriage  3 

Mortification  136 
Palfy  66 

Pleurily  15 

Quinfy  4 

Rafh 

Rheumatifm  2 
Rickets 

Rifing  of  the  Lights 
Scald  Head 
Scurvy  4 

Small  Pox  1750 
Sore  Throat  6 

Sores  and  Ulcers  13 
St.  Anthony’s  Fire 
Stoppage  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach  10 

Surfeit  1 

Swelling  1 

Teeth  369 

Thruftr  65 

Tympany  1 

Vomiting  and  Loofe- 
nefs  2 

Worms  II 


CASUALTIES. 
BIT  by  a  mad  dog  jt 
Broken  Limbs  5 
Bruifed  x 

Burnt  n 

Choaked  4 

Drowned  5 j 

Exceflive  Drinking  25 
Executed  it 

Found  Dead  £ 

Frighted 

Killed  by  Falls,  an<£ 
feveral  other  Acci¬ 
dents  29 

Killed  themfclves  25 
Murdered  4 

Overlaid 

Poifoned  & 

Scalded  £ 

Smothered 

Starved  £ 

Suffocated  % 


Chriftened  I  Males, 


„  .  ,  f  Males  9229  Decreafed  in  the  Burials 
^  Females  8401  Une  £  Females  8599  this  Year,  1201 

Total  Males  and  Females  Chriftened  17179.— Total  Males  and  Females  Buried  17828 


Died  under  Two  Years  5729 
BetweenTwo  and  Five  1711 

—  Five  and  Ten  683 

—  Ten  and  Twenty  636 

—  T wenty  and  Thirty  1417 


—  Thirty  and  Forty  1599 

—  Forty  and  Fifty  1781 

—  Fifty  and  Sixty  1553 

—  Sixty  and  Seventy  1359 

—  Seventy  and  Eighty  917 


—  Eighty  and  Ninety  39I 

—  Ninety  and  a  Hundred  48 

A  Hundred  2 

A  Hundred  and  One  X 
A  Hundred  and  Three  X 


mu 


The 
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The  following  authentic  Extra&s  from  the  Corn-Regiiler  are  taken  from 
Accounts  colle&ed  from  the  Cuftom-Houie  Books,  and  delivered  to  Mr. 
John  James  Catherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and 
imported  into  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid ,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  one  Year  ended  the  5 th  of 
January,  1785. 


EXPORTED. 


1784. 

ENGLAND. 
Wheat  - 
Wheat  Flour 
Rye  - 
Barley 
Malt 
Oats 
Oatmeal 
Beans  - 
Peafe 

SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  - 
Wheat  Flour  - 
'Bear 

Rye 

Barley  - 
Oats 
Oatmeal 
Peafe  and  Beans 


Britifh. 

Quarters. 

35.446 

38,867 

5,821 

18,676 

45 >4*5 
8,527 
2,752 

7>  3°9 
2>747 


3>003 

2,877 

2,740 
1 10 
50 
i>°73 
7i 
189 


j 


Foreign. 

Quarters. 

6,955 
2,139 
800 
2,747' 

1,087 

613 

118 


Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 


£■ 


s  •  d « 


22,669  18  3§Bo* 

255  3  5  Dr. 


950  6  3 


I  M  P  O  R 


1784. 

ENGL  A  N  D. 
Wheat 

Wheat  Flour  - 
Rye  -  - 

Barley 
Oats  -  , 

Oatmeal  V‘A 

Beans 

Peafe 

Endian  Wheat  - 


Quarters. 
169,810 

4.783 

23,722 
43,729 

i75>765 
648 
28,047 

2,9I5' 

46 


TED. 

”  Duties 
received. 

£•  s-  d. 


7,406  15  5 


SCOT 
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1784. 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat 

Wheat  Flour  - 

Barley 

Oats 

Oatmeal  - 
Peale  and  Beans  - 
Rye  - 


Quarters. 

42,109 

245  / 

33*453  ( 

78,962  \ 

11,623  1 

14,854.  \ 

1,057  j 


Duties 

received. 

£■  *■ 

1 

2,522  15  3 


The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  and 
Wales,  by  the  llandard  Winchefter  bulhel,  for  the  year  17  84. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans.  * 

s .  d. 

s.  d. 

/.  d . 

s.  d , 

s.  d . 

6  if 

4  — T 

3  Si 

2  3k 

4  — £ 

N.  B.  The  prices  of  the  fineft  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally  exceed 
and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat.  Rye.  Barley,  Oats,  Beans. 

Per  bulhel,  6d.  3d.  3d.  3d.  6d. 


1 


LV}  4 


PRICES 


\ 
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OF  STOCK,  FOR,  THE  YEAR  1784. 

'ces  which  each  Stock  bore  during  the  courfe  of  any  Month .  are  put  down 
oppofite  to  that  Month . 

• 
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to  0, 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament,  for 

the  Year  1784. 


NAVY. 

June  i,  17 84. 

x.  nr^HAT  26,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea 
fervice,  for  the  year  17 84,  including  4,495 

marines. 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  man  per 
month,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  26,000 
men,  for  thirteen  months,  including  ordnance  for  lea 

June  21,  1784. 

1 .  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-pay 

to  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year  1784  — 

2.  Towards  the  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs 
of  fhips  of  war  in  his  majefty’s  yards,  and  other  ex¬ 
tra  works  over  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for  the 

year  1784  —  —  —  X,  100, 000 


£ 

1,352,000 


ORDNANCE. 

June  14,  1784. 

1 .  For  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  performed 

by  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament  in  the  year  1783  — 

2.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the 

land  fervice,  for  the  year  1784  —  — 


ARMY . 

June  15,  1784, 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  2,030 
ivalids,  amounting  to  17*483  effective  men,  com- 


s, 

o 


d. 

Q 


701,869  Q  6 


3,153,869  o  6 


181,141  6  4 

429,008  2  7 

610,149  8  11 


million 
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million  and  non-commiffioned  ojEHcers  included,  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  year  17  84. 

z.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  17,483  effe&ive 
men,  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  majefty’s 
land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  &c. 

3 .  For  maintaining  his  majefty’s  forces  and  garri¬ 
fons  in  the  plantations,  and  thofe  in  garrifon  at  Gi¬ 
braltar  — — —  * - - 

4*  For  the  pay  neceffary  to  be  advanced  to  one  re¬ 
giment  of  light  dragoons,  and  five  battalions  of  foot, 
for  fervice  in  Eaft-India,  for  the  year  1784  — 

3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  ftaff-offi- 
cers  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1784  - —  — 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  Hanoverian  bat¬ 

talions  of  foot  in  Great  Britain,  for  183  days,  from 
the  25th  day  of  June  1783,  to  the  24th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1784  — — - - — 

7.  For  the  amount  of  exchequer  fees,  to  be  paid  by 

the  paymafter-general,  and  on  account  for  poundage 
to  be  returned  to  the  infantry  of  his  majefty’s  forces, 
for  the  year  1784  —  - —  — 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  in  and  out-pen- 

floners  of  Chelfea-hofpital,  and  of  the  expences  of 
the  faid  holpital,  for  the  year  1784  - — — « 


£.  s . 
636,190  9  1 

284,213  2  9 

8,252  7  9 

6,080  6  6 

9>37i  17  9. 

67,551 14  1 
173,001  15  5! 


C  V  V-i 

June  28,  1784. 

1.  Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences 

of  his  majefty’s  land  forces,  and  other  fervices,  in¬ 
curred  from  the  ill  day  of  February  1783,  to  the  24th 
of  December  following,  both  days  inclufive,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament  — -  —  2, 

2.  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1784 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  allowances  to  the 

feveral  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 
troops  of  horfe-guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fgperannu- 
ated  gentlemen  of  the  four  troops  of  horfe-guards,  for 
the  year  1784  -  * —  —  —  — 

4.  Upon  further  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of 

his  majefty’s  land  forces,  for  the  year  1784  — 

5*  Upon  account  of  the  commiffioned  officers  of  his 
majefty’s  Britifh  American  forces,  for  the  year  1784 
-  6.  Upon  account  of  feveral  officers  late  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  the  States  General,  for  the  year  1784 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  penfions  to  be  paid 
to  the  widows  of  commiffioned  officers,  and  expences 
attending  the  fame,  for  the  year  1784  =— • ■  *— 


360,992  o  9 
75,116  18  6 


563  12  10 
130,300  o  e 
54,653  10  6 

3 >5 44  H  3 

17,000  4  o 
8.  Fqj 
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8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  penfions  to  be  paid 

to'the  widows  of  commiftioned  officers  of  his  majeity’s 
Britifh  American  forces,  for  the  year  1784  — 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of 

foot,  fent  from  Ireland  to  Gibraltar  during  the  year 
1783  —  .  *— -•  “  — 

io«  For  defraying  the  charge  of  additionals  to  three 
regiments  of  foot,  for  the  year  1783  —  — 

1 1 .  For  defraying  the  charge  of  feveral  corps  to 

the  refpedtive  times  of  their  being  dilbanded,  during 
the  year  1783  —  —  —  • — 

12.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  five  battalions  of 
his  majefty’s  Hanoverian  infantry  in  the  pay  of  Great 
Britain,  from  the  25th  of  December  1783,  to  the 
24th  of  June  1784,  both  days  inclufive,  being  183 

13.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  general  and  ftaff- 

olficers  of  the  hofpital  ferving  with  the  forces  in 
North  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  for  the  year 
,784  _  —  -  —  — 

June  29,  1784. 

1.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  fubfidies  due  to 

the  landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel,  the  hereditary  prince 
of  Heffe  Caffel,  the  reigning  Prince  of  Waldeck,  the 
margrave  of  Brandebourg  Anfpach,  the  reigning 
prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  and  the  reigning  duke  of 
Brunfwick,  purfuant  to  treaties  for  the  year  1784  ■ —  120,369  11  y  ' 

2.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  6,463  men, 
being  a  detachment  of  the  troops  of  the  landgrave  of 
Hefie  Caffel,  including  ftaff-officers  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Britain,  from  the  28th  of  May,  1784,  to  the 

,24th  of  December  following,  both  days  inclufive  — -  60,035  &  4! 

3.  To  make  good  a  deficiency  on  the  fubfidy  due  to 

the  reigning  duke  of  Brunfwick,  for  the  year  1783  — -  2,366  13  q 

August  7,  1784.  < 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  three  regiments  of  . 

foot,  from  the  25th  of  June  1784,  to  the  24th  of 
December  following,  both  days  inclufive,  being  183 
days  —  —  —  —  —  15,626  4  11'" 

4,080,220  13  9! 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

June  3,  1784. 

1.  For  difcharging  exchequer  bills,  made  out  by 
virtue  of  an  a&.paffed  in  the  laft  fcftion  of  parliament,, 
entitled,  <{  An  a&  for  raifing  a  certain  furn  of  money 

,  -  K(  by 


jf*  «r» 

686  o  o 

4,246  1 1  & 

10,524  17  4 

9,821  15  6 

23,419  o  10 

6,291  7  « 
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*e  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
cc  year  178 3,”  and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  £.  s.  d* 
granted  in  this  feffion  of  parliament  —  —  1,000,000  o  o 

2.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  exchequer 
bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft  paffed  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  parliament,  entitled,  <f  An  aft  for  railing  a 
fe  further  fum  of  money  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills, 
te  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1783,”  and  charged 
upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feffion  of 
parliament  —  — ■  - —  — -  1,169,400  o  9 

June  14,  1784. 

1.  To  be  advanced  to  the  governor  and  company  of 
merchants  of  England  trading  into  the  Levant  feas,  to 
be  applied  in  affifting  the  faid  company  in  carrying  on 

their  trade  -  —  —  —  —  4,000  o  o 

2.  Towards  enabling  the  truftees  of  the  Britifh  Mu- 
feum  to  carry  on  the  execution  of  the  trulls  repofed  in 

them  by  parliament  — ■  — *  —  3 ,000  o  0 


June  15,  1784, 

Upon  account  of  the  expence s  of  the  new  roads  of 
communication,  and  building  bridges  in  the  High¬ 
lands  of  North  Britain,  in  the  year  1784  — -  — « 

July  20,  1784. 

To  make  compenfation  to  the  rev.  Thomas' Weekes 
Dalby,  the  representative  of  Charles  Weekes,  de- 
eeafed,  for  the  lofs  fullained  by  the  detainer  of  the 
fhipHope,  belonging  to  the  faid  Charles  Weekes,  on 
account  of  his  majelly’s  viftualling  office,  in  the  year£ 
1743  and  1744  —  —  — 

July  26,  1784. 

To  difcharge  the  debt  contrafted  on  his  majelly’s 
civil  lift,  and  to  defray  the  further  expences  thereof 

August  5,  1784. 

for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
eftablilhments,  and  other  incidental  expences  attend¬ 
ing  the  fame,  in  America. 

1.  His  majelly’s  colony  of  Nova  Scotia  — • 

2.  His  majelly’s  illand  of  St.  John’s  — • 

3.  His  majelly’s  province  of  Ball  Florida  — 

4.  His  majelly’s  province  of  New  Brunfwick  — 

5.  His  majelly’s  illand  of  Cape  Breton  —  — 

6.  For  the  relief  and  benefit  of  fundry  American 
civil  officers,  and  others,  who  have  fuffered  on  account 
of  their  attachment  to  his  majelly’s  government  — 

7  To  difcharge  bills  drawn  on  the  commiffioners  of 
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4,830  7  6 


1,891  13  8 

60,000  o  • 
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the  treafury  by  John  Parr,  efq;  governor  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  other  fervices  —  —  — 

8.  Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet- 

houfe,  for  the  year  1784.  —  — 

9.  To  be  paid  to  Jofeph  White,  efq;  for  the  ex- 

pences  attending  the  bill  for  inflicting  pains  and  pe¬ 
nalties  on  fir  Thomas  Rumbold,  baronet,  in  the  laft 
feflion  of  parliament  —  —  — 

10.  To  George  White,  efq;  clerk  to  the  commit¬ 

tees  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  war  in 
the  Carnatic,  in  the  years  1781  and  1782  —  — 

1 1 .  To  William  Evatt,  clerk  to  the  feleCt  commit¬ 

tees  appointed  to  take  into  conflderation  the  ftate  of 
the  adminiflration  of  juftice  in  the  provinces  of  Bem- 
gal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla,  in  the  four  laft  feflions  of  par¬ 
liament  —  —  —  — 

1 2.  To  Mr.  White,  junior,  clerk  to  the  felefi  com¬ 
mittees,  to  whom  “  The  reports  of  the  court  of  di~ 
“  re&ors  of  the  united  company  of  the  merchants 

trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies”  were  referred,  during 
the  lafl:  and  this  prefent  feflion  of  parliament  «— 

13.  To  Mr.  Arthur  Benfon,  clerk  to  the  commit¬ 

tee  appointed  in  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament,  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  illicit  practices  ufed  in  defrauding  the 
revenue  of  this  kingdom  —  — 

August  7,  1784. 

1.  To  make  compenfation  to  the  commiflioners  ap¬ 

pointed  to  examine,  take,  and  ftate,  the  public  accounts 
of  the  kingdom,  for  their  diligence,  &c.  —  — 

2.  To  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been  paid 

to  the  fecretaries  of  the  commiflioners  appointed  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  public  accounts,  &c.  and  to  the  commif- 
floners  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Ioffes  of  the 
American  loyalifts,  and  which  has  not  been  made  good 
by  parliament  —  —  —  — - 

3.  To  make  good  the  fum  which  has  been  iflfued  by 

his  majefty’s  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrefles  of 
this  houfe  —  —  —  — 

4.  For  repairing,  maintaining,  and  fupporting,  the 
Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 

5.  To  replace  the  fum  iffued  by  his  majefty’s  order 

to  Duncan  Campbell,  efq.  for  the  expence  of  confin¬ 
ing,  maintaining,  and  employing  conviCts  on  the 
River  Thames  —  —  — - 

6.  To  perfeCl  the  purchafe  of  the  foil  of  the  Ba¬ 
hama  iflands,  and  to  fupport  the  civil  eftabliftiment  of 
the  faid  iflands,  in  addition  to  the  falaries  now  paid  out; 
o£the  duty  fund,  to  the  public  officers  — 


£• 
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7.  For  the  falary  propofed  to  be  allowed  to  the 
chief  juftice  of  the  Bermuda  or  Scmers  Blands,  from 
the  24th  of  June  17 84,  to  the  24th  of  June  1 785 


£■ 

500 


s .  d, 
o  o 


2,467,226  II 


DEFICIENCIES. 

June  15,  1784. 

1.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1758,  to  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame  — 

2.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1778,  to  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame  — 

3.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1779,  to  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame 

4.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1780,  to  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame  — - 

5.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1782,  to  replace  to  the  fmkirtg 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame 

6.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1783,  to  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame  — • 

7.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the 

fervice  of  the  year  1783  —  —  — 

To  make  good  deficiencies  in  the  malt  tax  and 
land  tax  - —  — —  — 


Total  of  fupplies 


2~ 


23>55s 

2. 

7 

168,090 

2 

9i 

73*339 

19 

s 

207,909 
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435,888 

1 9 

2 

24,943 

5 

°z 

36,814 
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706,166 
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0 

,676,708 

l5 

0 

,988,174 

9 

Ways,  and  Means  fgn,  faijlng  the  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majejly  fat  the 

Tear  1784. 

November  24,  17^3. 

That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry, 
he  further  continued  for  one  year  — -  —  750,000  o  o 

December  10,  1783. 

That  the  fum  of  ‘  four  fhilllngs  in  the  pound  be 
raifed,  within  the  {pace  of  One  year,  upon  lands,  te-  .  . 

nements,  hereditaments,  penfions,  offices,  an  d  per- 

3  foil 
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fonal  eftates,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  and  that  a  proportionable  cefs  be  laid  upon  JT. 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  — -  2,000,000 

July  i,  1784. 

1.  That  the  fum  of  6,ooo,oool.  be  raifed  by  annu¬ 
ities,  and  the  further  fum  of  360,000k  by  a  lottery,  in  . 
manner  following : — 

That  every  contributor  lhall,  for  every  hundred 
pounds  contributed,  be  intitled  to  the  principal  fum 
of  look  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3k  per  cent.- 
to  50k  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  and  to  an  an¬ 
nuity  of  five  fhillings  and  fix  pence  for  the  term  of  fe- 
venty-five  years  and  fix  months. 

That  every  contributor  lhall,  for  every  ioool.  be 
entitled  to  fix  tickets  in  a  lottery,  to  confifi  of  36,000 
tickets,  upon  the  payment  of  the  fum  of  ioh  per 
ticket.  The  faid  360,000  k  to  be  diftributed  into 
prizes  for  the  lottery. 

That  the  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent, 
be  made  one  joint  {lock  with  the  3  k  per  cent  annu¬ 
ities  confolidated  ;  the  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I. 
per  cent,  one  joint  {lock  with  the  4k  per  cent,  annu¬ 
ities  confolidated ;  and  the  annuities  of  five  {hillings 
and  fix  pence,  one  joint  {lock  with  annuities  granted 
for  the  feveral  terms  of  99,  98,  80,  78,  and  77 

years,  confolidated  —  —  —  6,360,000 

2.  That  out  of  thefavings  of  the  feveral  army  fer- 

vices,  be  applied,  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  majefty’s  land  forces,  and  other  fer- 
vices  incurred  between  the  ill  of  February,  1783,  and 
the  24th  of  December  following,  and  not  provided 

for  by  parliament,  the  fum  of  —  —  441,702 

August  2,  1784. 

1 .  That  there  be  raifed  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firil  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 

next  feflion  of  parliament,  the  fum  of  —  1,500,00a 

2.  That  there  be  raifed  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 

next  feflion  of  parliament,  the  fum  of  —  1,000,000 

August  7,  1784. 

1.  That  there  be  ifiued  and  applied,  out  of  the 
overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues  compofing  the 
finking  fund,  the  fum  of  —  —  —  800,000 
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2.  That  there  be  applied,  remaining  in  the  receipt 
of  the  exchequer,  for  the  difpofition  of  parliame 
the  fum  of  —  —  —  — 


Total  of  ways  and  means 
Total  of  fupplies  — 

Excefs  Of  ways  and  means 


'  £• 

s. 

d. 

105,818 

5 

11} 

12,957,52c 

19 

H 

11,988,174 

9 

/ 

969,346 

10 

3  s* 

New  Taxes  for  the  Tear  17S4. 

Candles,  one  halfpenny  per  pound  —  — » 

Bricks,  two  fhillmgs  and  fix  pence  per  thoufand ; 
and  tiles,  from  three  to  thirty  fhillings  per  thoufand 
Hats,  from  three  pence  to  two  fhillings,  and  li¬ 
cences  for  vending  the  fame  — -  — 

Pieafure  horfes,  ten  fhillings  per  head;  running 
horfes,  two  guineas  per  head  —  — 

Britifh  linens  and  cottons,  from  three  farthings  to 
one  fhilling  per  yard,  and  licences  for  bleaching  and 
dying  the  fame  —  —  — 

Ribbands,  from  one  penny  for  every  twelve  yards, 
to  one  penny  per  yard ;  and  gauzes,  from  two  pence 
to  four  pence  per  yard  —  — •  - 

Licences  for  retailing  beer,  ale,  and  other  excifea- 
ble  liquors,  and  to  the  makers  and  dealers  in  certain 
excifeable  commodities,  from  ten  fhillings  to  fifty 

Qualifications  of  fhooters,  two  pounds  two  fhillings 
per  head ;  and  deputations  from  lords  of  manors  ten 
fhillings  per  head  —  —  — 

Paper,  from  one  penny  to  ten  fhillings  per  ream, 
pafleboards,  millboards,  and  fcaleboards  — - 

Hackney  coaches,  five  fhillings  per  week  — 

Silver  plate,  fix  pence  per  ounce;  and  gold  plate 
eight  fhillings  per  ounce  —  * — 

Lead  exported,  one  guinea  per  ton  ■ —  — 

Poftage  of  letters,  one  penny  and  two  pence 
Regulations  of  franking  - —  — 

Raw  and  thrown  filk  imported,  three  fhillings,  and 
two  fhillings  per  pound  • —  —  — 


Intereft  of  the  loan  of  6,qoo,ooo 
Excefs  of  taxes  — -  — » 


100,000  o  o 
50,000  o  © 
150,000  o  o 
100,000  o  o 

I  20,000  ,  O  © 

120,000  O  9 


110,000  o  © 


10,000  Q  Q 

18,000  O  O 

12,000  O  O 

25,000  O  O 
15,000  o  o 
100,000  o  o 

20,000  O  O 
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His  Majejly's  mcfi  gracious  Speech 
to  both  Houfes  of  P arliament ,  on 
the  ope?iivg  of  the  Sejfions ,  Nov.  1 1 . 
1783. 

“  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

CC  T  HAVE  the  fatisfadtion  to  in- 
X  form  you,  that  Definitive 
Treaties  of  Peace"  have  been  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  courts  of  France 
and  Spain,  and  with  the  United 
States  of  America.  Preliminary 
Articles  have  alfo  been  ratified  with 
the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces.  I  have  ordered  thefe  fe- 
veral  treaties  to  be  laid  before  you  ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  I  have 
no  caufe  to  doubt  but  that  all  thofe 
powers  agree  with  me  in  my  fincere 
inclination  to  keep  the  calamities  of 
war  at  a  great  didance. 

(t  The  objedts  which  are  to  be 
brought  under  your  deliberation 
will  diffidently  explain  my  reafons 
for  calling  you  together  after  fo  Ihort 
a  recefs.  Enquiries  of  the  utmolt 
importance  have  been  long  and  di¬ 
ligently  purfued,  and  the  fruit  of 
them  will  be  expedled.  The  fitua- 
tion  of  the  Ead  India  Company  will 
require  the  utmolt  exertions  of  your 
wifdom  to  maintain  and  improve  the 
valuable  advantages  derived  from 
Vol.  XXVII. 


our  Indian  pofiefiions,  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  and  fecure  the  happinefs  of  the 
native  inhabitants  of  thofe  provinces. 

<c  The  feafon  of  peace  will  call 
upon  you  for  an  attention  to  every 
thing  which  can  recruit  the  ftrength 
of  the  nation,  after  fo  long  and  fo 
expenfive  a  war. 

“  The  fecurity  and  inCreafe  of 
the  revenue  in  the  manner  lead  bur- 
thenfome  to  my  fubjedls,  will  be 
amongd  your  firft  objects.  In  many 
eflential  parts  it  has  fuffered :  dan¬ 
gerous  frauds  have  prevailed,  and 
alarming  outrages  have  been  com¬ 
mitted.  Exertions  have  not  been 
wanting  to  reprefs  this  daring  fpi- 
rit,  nor  pains  to  enquire  into  its  true 
caufes.  In  any  indances  in  which 
the  powers  of  government  may  not 
be  equal  to  its  utmod  care  and  vi¬ 
gilance,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
wifdom  of  my  parliament  will  pro¬ 
vide  fuch  remedies  as  may  be  found 
wanting  for  the  accomplifhment  of 
purpofes,  in  which  the  material  in- 
tereds  of  this  nation  are  fo  deeply- 
concerned. 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

<f  I  have  ordered  the  edimates  of 
the  expences  for  the  year  to  be  laid 

[A]  before 
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before  you.  From  thefe  you  will 
perceive  the  redudion  which  I 
have  made  in  all  the  eftabliihments, 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  brought 
as  low  as  prudence  will  admit  j  and 
you  will  participate  with  me  in  the 
fatisfadion  which  I  feel  in  this  hep 
towards  the  relief  of  my  fubjeds. 
At  the  end  of  a  war  fome  part  of  its 
weight  mull  inevitably  be  borne  for 
a  time.  I  feel  for  the  burthens  of 
my  people  :  but  I  rely  on  that  for¬ 
titude  which  has  hitherto  fupported 
this  nation  under  many  difficulties, 
fqr  their  bearing  thofe  which  the 
prefent  exigencies  require,  and  which 
are  fo  neceffary  for  the  full  fupport 
of  the  national  credit. 

Kl  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

€<  In  many  refpeds  our  fituation 
is  new.  Your  counfels  will  provide 
what  is  called  for  by  that  fituation ; 
and  your  wifdom  will  give  perma¬ 
nence  to  whatever  has  been  found 
beneficial  by  the  experience  of  ages. 
In  your  deliberations  you  will  pre- 
ferve  that  temper  and  moderation 
which  the  importance  of  their  ob¬ 
jects  demand,  and  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  produce  ;  and  I  am  fure 
that  you  are  unanimous  in  your  de- 
iire  to  dired  all  thofe  deliberations 
to  the  honour  of  my  crown,  the  fafety 
of  my  dominions,  and  the  profperity 
©f  my  people. ” 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  ajfembled . 
AW.  12,  1783. 

Moil  gracious  Sovereign, 

c<  WE>  your  Majefty ’s  moll:  du- 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in 
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parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majefty  our  molt  hum¬ 
ble  thanks  for  your  moll  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

“  With  the  moll  refpedful  affec¬ 
tion  to  your  royal  perfon  and  fami¬ 
ly,  we  beg  leave  to  offer  our  fineere 
congratulations  on  the  birth  of  an¬ 
other  princefs,  and  the  happy  reco¬ 
very  of  the  Queen.  Truly  fenfible 
of  the  bleftings  we  enjoy  under  your 
Majelly’s  moll  aufpicious  govern¬ 
ment,  we  rejoice  at  every  event  that 
can  add  to  your  Majefty’s  domeilic 
happinefs. 

(t  We  congratulate  your  Ma- 
jefly  on  the  fuccefs  of  your  endea¬ 
vours  to  reflore  the  public  tranquil¬ 
lity.  We  return  your  Majefty  our 
moft  humble  thanks  for  having  or¬ 
dered  the  Definitive  Treaty  with 
the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  and 
the  Preliminary  Articles  ratified  with 
the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces,  to  be  laid  before  us ;  and 
we  affure  your  Majefty  that  we  learn 
with  the  greateft  fatisfadion,  that  all 
thofe  powers  agree  with  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  in  your  fineere  inclination,  to 
keep  the  calamities  of  war  at  a  great 
diftance. 

We  humbly  and  thankfully  ac¬ 
knowledge  your  Majefty’s  royal  re¬ 
gard  to  the  general  welfare  of  all 
your  Majefty’s  dominions,  in  having 
called  your  parliament  together  at 
this  early  feafon  ;  and  we  beg  leave 
to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  the  moft 
diligent  attention  fhall  be  given  by 
us  to  thofe  obj eds  which  wait  our 

deliberation. - The  fituation"'  of 

the  Eaft  India  Company  will  require 
our  immediate  confideration ;  and 
we  beg  your  Majefty  to  be  allured, 
that  we  will  ufe  our  utmoft  endea¬ 
vours  to  maintain  and  improve  the 
valuable  advantages  derived  from 

our 
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•ur  Indian  polfeftions,  and  to  fecure 
the  happinefs  of  the  native  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  thofe  provinces. 

<<r  Animated  by  your  Majefty’s 
example,  and  by  the  love  of  our 
country,  we  fhall  take  the  earliell 
advantage  of  the  feafon  of  peace  to 
direct  our  counfels  to  every  thing 
that  can  recruit  the  ftrength  of  the 
nation,  after  fo  long  and  io  expen - 
five  a  war  ;  and  while  we  exprefs 
the  grateful  fenfe  we  entertain  of 
your  Majefty’s  paternal  care  in  re¬ 
commending  the  fecurity  and  in- 
creafe  of  the  revenue  in  a  manner 
the  leaft  burthenfome  to  your  peo¬ 
ple,  we  fhall  be  happy  to  co-operate 
in  whatever  may  be  found  expedient 
for  thofe  falutary  purpofes,  or  may 
tend  to  counteract  thofe  frauds,  and 
toreprefs  thatfpirit  of  outrage  which 
has  been  fo  alarmingly  prevalent. 

ee  We  humbly  intreat  your  Ma- 
jefly  to  be  per  funded  that  our  utmoll 
afiiduity  fhall  be  employed  in  pro¬ 
viding  what  is  called  for  by  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  this  country,  and 
that  in  our  labours  for  that  purpofe 
vve  fhall  not  only  ufe  the  utmoft  cau¬ 
tion  in  regard  to  whatever  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  pall  times  has  fhewn  to  be 
beneficial,  but  fhall  endeavour,  to 
the  extent  of  our  abilities,  to  make 
all  fuch  benefits  permanent. 

It  will  be  our  duty  to  preferve 
that  temper  and  moderation  in  our 
deliberations  which  your  Majefty 
has  been  pleafed  to  recommend,  and 
which  the  importance  of  their  ob- 
je&s  will  demand  ;  and  we  fhall  be 
anxious  not  to  negleCl  any  opportu¬ 
nity  of  meriting  the  good  opinion 
your  Majefty  has  gracioufiv  ex- 
preffed  of  our  unanimous  defire  to 
fecure  and  promote  the  honour  of 
your  Majefty’s  crown,  the  fafety  of 
your  dominions,  and  the  profperity 
of  your  people.” 


After  which  his  Majeflj  was  pleafed 
to  fay  y 

“  My  Lords, 

“  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and 
loyal  addrefs.  I  receive  with  plea- 
fure  your  congratulations  on  the 
birth  of  a  princefs,  and  the  recovery 
of  the  Queen,  as  renewed  proofs  of 
your  affeCtion  to  my  perfon  and  fa¬ 
mily.  The  affurances  you  give  me 
of  your  attention  to  the  objects  re¬ 
commended  for  the  welfare  of  my 
fubjeCts,  are  highly  acceptable  ;  and 
I  regard  the  unanimity  with  which 
they  are  offered,  as  an  earned  of  the 
fuccefs  which,  I  truft,  will  attend 
your  endeavours  to  eftablifh  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  my  crown,  and  the  profpe¬ 
rity  of  my  people.” 


(The  Humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  King}  No~v.  1 3, 
17  83- 

“  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

C  C  XKT  E,  your  Majefty’s  moft  du- 

*  ’  tiful  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par¬ 
liament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majefty  our  humble 
thanks,  for  your  Majefty’s  moft 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

<f  Affectionately  and  dutifully  in- 
terefted  in  whatever  concerns  your 
Majefty’s  domeftic  happinefs,  we 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  moft  fincere 
congratulations  on  the  birth  of  an¬ 
other  princefs,  and  to  exprefs  our 
unfeigned  joy  at  the  happy  recovery 
of  the  Queen. 

We  are  gratefully  fenfible  of 
the  paternal  regard  for  the  welfare 
of  your  people,  which  has  induced 
your  Majefty  to  conclude  the  Defi¬ 
nitive  Treaties  of  Peace  with  France 
and  Spain,  and  the  United  States  of 
[A]  2  America* * 
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America,  and  to  ratify  Preliminary 
Articles  with  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces  ;  and  we  beg 
your  Majefty  to  accept  our  moll 
humble  thanks  for  having  ordered 
thofe  feveral  treaties  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  us.  We  have  great  fatisfaclion 
in  learning  that  your  Majelly  has  no 
caufe  to  doubt  but  that  all  thofe 
powers  agree  in  fmcere  inclination 
with  your  Majefty  to  keep  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war  at  a  great  diftance. 

“  We  entertain  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
importance  of  the  objedls  which  de¬ 
mand  our  attention  ;  and  we  ac¬ 
knowledge,  with  thanks,  the  anxi¬ 
ous  folicitude  for  the  public  good, 
which  has  induced  your  Majefty  to 
give  us,  thus  early,  an  opportunity 
of  taking  them  into  confideration. 

Your  faithful  commons  are  fenfible 

: 

that  the  fruits  of  thofe  enquiries 
which  they  have  fo  long  purfued  are 
Nnow  juftly  expected,  and  that  the 
lituation  of  the  Eaft  India  Company 
claims  our  utmoft  exertions  to  pro¬ 
vide,  in  the  rnoft  effectual  manner, 
■for  the  maintenance  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  valuable  advantages 
derived  from  our  Indian  pofteftions, 
and  to  promote  and  fecure  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  native  inhabitants  in 
thofe  provinces. 

The  feafon  of  peace  will  call 
for  our  attention  to  'every  thing 
which  can  recruit  the  ftrength  of  the 
nation,  after  fo  long  and  fo  expen- 
five  a  war. 

f(  We  acknowledge  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  paternal  goodnefs  in  recom¬ 
mending  fuch  means  of  increafing 
and  fecuring  the  public  revenue,  as 
may  be  leaft  burthenfome  to  your 
fubjedts.  The  frauds  which  have 
prevailed  in  many  of  its  molt  efTen- 
tial  parts,  as  well  as  the  outrages 
which  have  been  committed,  are 
truly  alarming  ;  and  we  have  the 
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fulleft  confidence  that  no  exertions 
have  been  wanting  to  reprels  this 
daring  fpirit,  nor  pains  to  inquire 
into  its  true  caufes.  In  thole  in- 
ftances  in  which  the  powers  of  go¬ 
vernment  may  not  be  found  equal 
to  its  utmoft  care  and  vigilance,  we 
fhall  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to 
provide  fuch  remedies  as  may  apply 
to  this  evil,  and  fuch  means  as  may 
be  found  wanting  to  the  accom- 
pliftiment  of  purpofes  in  which  our 
material  interefts  are  fo  deeply  con¬ 
cerned. 

We  beg  leave  to  allure  your 
Majefty,  that  your  faithful  commons 
will  chearfuily  grant  your  Majefty 
fuch  fupplies  as  may  be  found  necef- 
fary  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  ;  ac¬ 
knowledging,  with  the  utmoft  gra¬ 
titude,  your  Majefty’s  immediate 
attention  to  the  relief  of  your  fub- 
jedts,  in  the  reduction  of  all  the  efta- 
blifhments  to  as  low  a  ftate  as  your 
Majefty,  in  your  royal  vvifdom, 
thought  prudence  would  admit.  We 
take  a  fmcere  part  in  the  fatisfac- 
tion  which  your  Majefty  feels  in  this 
ftep  towards  the  relief  of  your  fub- 
jedts  ;  and  we  have  no  doubt,  that 
your  people  will  juftify  your  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  gracious  reliance  on  the  for¬ 
titude  of  this  nation,  by  willingly 
bearing  thofe  burthens  which  are  the 
inevitable  confequences  of  the  war, 
which'  the  prefent  exigencies  re¬ 
quire,  and  which  are  lo  necefiary 
for  the  full  fupport  of  the  national 
credit. 

“  We  feel  that  our  fituation  is, 
in  many  refpedts,  new ;  and  we  beg 
your  Majefty  to  be  aftured,  that  we 
fhall  ufe  our  utmoft  diligence  to 
provide  what  is  called  for  by  that 
lituation  ;  at  the  fame  time,  to  the 
extent  of  our  power,  giving  perma¬ 
nence  to  whatever  has  been  found 
beneficial  by  the  experience  of  ages. 

The 
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The  objefls  of  our  deliberations 
fully  demand  that  temper  and  mode¬ 
ration  which  your  Majefty  fo  gra- 
cioully  recommends ;  and  we  intreat 
your  Majefty,  to  accept  our  moft 
humble  thanks  for  the  confidence 
your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
exprefs  in  our  unanimous  defire  to 
direft  all  thofe  deliberations  to  the 
honour  of  your  Majefty’s  crown,  the 
fafety  of  your  dominions,  and  the 
profperity  of  your  people  :  and  we 
allure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will 
ufe  our  beft  and  utmoft  endeavours 
to  demonftrate  by  our  conduct,  that 
a  confidence  fo  honourable  to  us  has 
been  well  founded. 

Friday ,  Nc<v.  14. 

The  Speaker  reported  to  the  Houfe  his 
Majefty' s  Anfixser  to  their  Addr efts, 

V 

(<  Gentlemen, 

“  I  thank  you  for  this  very  du¬ 
tiful  and  affeClionate  addrefs,  and 
for  the  trefh  mark  you  give  of  your 
attachment  to  me  and  my  family  in 
the  congratulation  on  the  happy  re¬ 
covery  of  the  Queen,  and  the  birth 
of  another  princefs. 

t<r  I  receive  with  the  utmoft  fatis- 
faCtion  your  affurances  of  promoting 
fuch  meafures  as  may  tend  to  the 
fupport  of  the  national  credit,  and 
to  the  welfare  of  my  people.  And 
1  confider  the  unanimity  with  which 
they  are  offered  as  a  happy  earned: 
of  the  fuccefs  of  your  endeavours. ” 


Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  hif 
Majefty >  Feb .  6,  1784. 

ts  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

ii  VfJ  E,  your  Majefty’s  moft  du- 
’  tiful  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
lords  fpirfttfal  and  temporal,  in  par- 
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liament  affembled,  acknowledge 
with  great  fatisfa&ion  the  wifdom 
of  our  happy  conftitution,  which 
places  in  your  Majefty’s  hand  the 
undoubted  authority  *of  appointing 
to  all  the  great  offices  of  executive 
.government.  We  have  the  firmeft 
reliance  on  your  Majefty’s  known 
wifdom  and  paternal  goodnefs,  that 
you  will  always  be  anxious  to  call 
into  and  continue  in  your  fervice 
men  the  moft  defer ving  of  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  your  parliament,  and  the 
public  in  general. 

“  In  this  confidence  we  beg  leave 
to  approach  your  Majefty  with  our 
moft  earned:  affurances,  that  we 
will,  on  all  Occalions,  fupport  your 
Majefty  in  the  juft  exercife  of  thofe 
prerogatives  which  the  wifdom  of 
the  law  has  entrufted  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefty,  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
lives  and  properties,  and  upon  the 
due  and  uninterrupted  exercife  of 
which  mu  ft  depend  the  bleffings 
which  your  people  derive  from  the 
beft  of  all  forms  of  government*5® 

His  Majefty' s  Anfwer  to  the  above 
Addrefs , 

My  Lords, 

ft  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful 
and  loyal  addrefs  ;  and  I  defire  you 
will  reft  affured  that  I  have  no  ob¬ 
ject  in  the  choice  of  minifters,  but 
to  call  into  my  fervice  men  the  moft 
deferving  of  the  confidence  of  my 
parliament,  and  of  the  public  in  ge¬ 
neral. 

I  cannot  too  often  repeat  my 
affurances,  that  my  conftant  ftudy, 
in  the  exercife  of  every  prerogative 
entrufted  to  me  by  the  conftitution* 
is  to  employ  it  for  the  welfare  of  my 
people,” 

Ml 
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Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
the  King3  on  the  2.0th  Feb.  1784.. 

*c  To  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent 
Majefty, 

CC  \%J  E,  your  Majelly’s  moft 
*  ^  faithful  commons,  impreff- 
ed  with  the  mqft  dutiful  fenfe  of 
your  Majefty’s  paternal  regard  for 
the  welfare  of  your  people,  ap¬ 
proach  your  throne,  to  exprefs  our 
reliance  on  your  Majefty’s  paternal 
wifdom,  that  your  Majefty  will  take 
fuch  meafures,  by  removing  any  ob- 
ftacle  to  forming  fuch  an  aaminiftra- 
tion  as  the  houfe  has  declared  to  be 
requilite  in  the  prefent  critical  and 
arduous  fttuation  of  affairs,  as  may 
tend  to  give  effedt  to  the  willies  of 
3'our  faithful  commons,  which  have 
already  been  moll  humbly  repre- 
fented  to  your  Majefty.” 

His  Majefty' s  An  fixer  to  the  above 
Addrefs ,  Feb.  2 7,  1784. 

*c  Gentlemen, 

*(  I  am  deeply  feniible  how  highly 
it  concerns  the  honour  of  my  crown, 
and  the  welfare  of  my  people,  which 
is  the  objeft  always  neareft  my  heart, 
that  the  public  affairs  Ihould  be  con- 
dudted  by  a  firm,  efficient,  extend¬ 
ed,  united  adminiftration,  entitled 
to  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
fuch  as  may  have  a  tendency  to  put 
an.  end  to  the  unfortunate  divifions 
and  diftradlions  of  the  country. 
Very  recent  endeavours  have  been 
employed,  on  my  part,  to  unite  in 
the  public  fervice,  on  a  fair  and 
equal  footing,  thofe  whofe  joint  ef¬ 
forts  appear  to  me  moft  capable  of 
producing  that  happy  effedt :  thole 
endeavours  have  not  had  the  effedt 
I  wiftied.  I  fhall  be  always  defirous 
of  taking  every  ftep  moft  conducive 
to  fuch  an  object,  but  I  cannot  fee 


that  it  would  in  any  degree  be  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  difmiftion  of  thofe  at 
prefent  in  my  fervice. 

“  I  obferve,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  there  is  no  charge  or  complaint 
fuggefted  againft  my  prefent  minif- 
ters,  nor  is  any  one  or  more  of  them 
fpecifically  objedted  to ;  and  num¬ 
bers  of  my  fubjedts  have  exprefied  to 
me  in  the  warmeft  manner,  their 
fatisfadtion  of  the  late  changes  I 
have  made  in  my  councils.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  I  truft  my 
faithful  commons  will  not  wifh  that 
the  effential  offices  of  executive  go¬ 
vernment  fhall  be  vacated,  until  I 
fee  a  profpedt  that  fuch  a  plan  of 
union,  as  I  have  called  for,  and 
they  pointed  out,  may  be  carried 
into  effedt.” 


Fhe  fecond  Addrefs  prefent ed  to  his 
Majefty  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons , 
on  March  the  Ajh,  1784.,  as  moved 
in  the  Houfe  of  Comsnons ,  March  ift. 

a^fHAT  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,  moft  humbly  to  reprefent  to 
his  Majefty  the  fatisfadtion  his  faith¬ 
ful  commons  derive  from  the  late 
moft  gracious  affurances  we  have 
received,  that  his  Majefty  concurs 
with  us  in  opinion,  that  it  concerns 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 
welfare  of  his  people,  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  ihould  be  condudted  by  a 
firm,  efficient,  extended,  united  ad- 
miniftration,  entitled  to  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  people,  and  fuch  as 
may  have  a  tendency  to  put  an  end 
to  the  unhappy  divifions  and  diffrac¬ 
tions  of  this  country. 

<c  To  acknowledge  his  Majefty’s 
paternal  goodnels  in  his  late  moft 
gracious  endeavours  to  give  effedt 
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to  the  object  of  our  late  dutiful  re¬ 
presentation  to  his  Majefty. 

“  To  lament  that  the  failure  of 
this  his  Majefty’s  molt  gracious  en¬ 
deavours  ihould  be  coniidered  as  a 
final  bar  to  the  accomplifhing  fo  fa- 
Iutary  and  delirable  a  purpofe  ;  and 
to  exprefs  our  concern  and  difap- 
pointment  that  his  Majefty  has  not 
been  advifed  to  take  any  farther 
ftep  towards  uniting  in  the  public 
fervice  thofe  whofe  joint  efforts  have 
recently  appeared  to  his  Majefty 
molt  capable  of  producing  fo  happy 
an  effeCt. 

<e  That  this  houfe  with  all  hu¬ 
mility  claims  it  as  its  right,  and  on 
every  proper  occafion  feels  it  to  be 
their  bounden  duty  to  advife  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  touching  the  exercife  of  any 
branch  of  his  royal  prerogative. 

<f  That  we  fubmit  it  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  royal  confideration,  that  the 
continuance  of  an  adminiftration 
which  does  not  poftefs  the  confidence 
of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
mult  be  injurious  to  the  public  fer¬ 
vice. 

,€  That  this  houfe  can  have  no 
intereft  diftindl  and  feparate  from 
that  of  their  conftituents,  and  that 
they  therefore  feel  themfelves  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  repeat  thofe  loyal  and 
dutiful  afturances  they  have  already 
exprefted  of  their  reliance  on  his 
Majefty’s  paternal  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  his  people,  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  would  gracioufly  enable  them 
to  execute  thofe  important  trufts 
which  the  conftitution  has  veiled  in 
them,  with  honour  to  themfelves, 
and  advantage  to  the  public,  by  the 
confirmation  of  a  new  adminiftra¬ 
tion,  appointed  under  circumftances 
which  may  tend  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  his  faithful  commons,  and 
give  energy  and  liability  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty ’s  councils. 
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“  That  as  his  Majefty’s  faith¬ 
ful  commons,  upon  the  matured  de¬ 
liberations,  cannot  but  confider  the 
continuance  of  the  prefent  minif- 
ters  as  an  unwarrantable  obftacle 
to  his  Majefty’s  molt  gracious  pur¬ 
pofe,  to  comply  with  their  wilhes  in 
the  formation  of  fucli  an  adminif¬ 
tration  as  his  Majefty,  in  concur¬ 
rence  with  the  unanimous  refolu- 
tion  of  this  houfe,  leems  to  think  re- 
quifite,  in  the  prefent  exigencies  of 
the  country,  they  feel  themfelves 
bound  to  remain  firm  in  the  wifh 
exprefted  to  his  Majefty  in  their  late 
humble  addrefs  ;  and  do  therefore 
find  themfelves  obliged  again  to 
befeech  his  Majefty,  that  he  would 
be  gracioully  pleafed  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  ftrong  and  liable 
government,  by  the  previous  remo¬ 
val  of  his  prefent  minifters.” 

His  Majejly'  s  Anfwer  to  the  foregoing 
Addrefs ,  March  4,  1784. 

ce  Gentlemen, 

“  I  have  already  exprefted  to  you 
how  fenfible  I  am  of  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  fuch  an  admi¬ 
niftration  as  was  pointed  out  in  your 
unanimous  refolution  ;  and  I  allured 
you  that  I  was  deftrous  of  taking 
every  ftep  molt  conducive  to  fuch 
an  objeCt — I  remain  in  the  fame 
fentiments — but  I  continue  equally 
convinced,  that  it  is  an  objeCt  not 
likely  to  be  attained  by  the  difmif- 
fion  of  my  prefent  minifters. 

“  I  mult  repeat,  that  no  charge 
or  complaint,  nor  any  fpecific  ob¬ 
jection,  is  yet  made  again!!  any  of 
them.  If  there  were  any  fuch 
ground  for  their  removal  at  prefent, 
it  ought  to  be  equally  a  reafon  for 
not  admitting  them  as  a  part  of 
that  extended  and  united  admi- 
(A]  4  niftration. 
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nidration,  which  you  Hate  to  be  re¬ 
quisite. 

<c  I  did  not  confider  the  failure 
of  my  recent  endeavours  as  a  final 
bar  to  the  accomplilhment  of  the 
purpofe  which  I  had  in  view,  if  it 
could  have  been  attained  on  thofe 
principles  of  fairnefs  and  equality, 
without  which  it  can  neither  be 
honourable  to  thofe  who  are  con¬ 
cerned,  nor  lay  the  foundation  of 
fuch  a  drong  and  liable  government 
as  may  be  of  lading  advantage  to 
the  country.  But  I  know  of  no 
further  Heps  which  I  can  take,  that 
can  be  effectual  to  remove  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  obdrudt  that  deiirabie 
end. 

“  I  have  never  called  in  quedion 
the  right  of  my  faithful  commons 
to  offer  me  their  advice  on  every 
proper  occafion,  touching  the  exer- 
cife  of  any  branch  of  my  preroga¬ 
tive  ;  I  ihall  be  rdady  at  all  times 
to  receive  it,  and  give  it  the  moff 
attentive  condderation :  and  they 
will  ever  find  me  difpofed  to  drew 
my  regard  to  the  true  principles  of 
the  conditution,  and  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  may  bed  conduce  to  the 
fatisfadlion  and  profperity  of  my 
peopled  * 


JHefolutions  voted  by  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  to  be  laid  before  his  Majejly 
by  fuch  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe 
as  vo ere  Privy  Counfellors . 

i  c  'W|~^HAT  an  humble  reprefenta- 
tion  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  mod  humbly  to  tedify  the  fur- 
priie  and  affliction  of  this  houfe,  on- 
receiving  the  anfwer  which  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  miniders  have  advifed  to  the 
dutiful  and  feafonable  addrefs  of  this 
houfe,  concerning  one  of  the  mod 
important  aCts  of  his  Majedy’s  go¬ 
vernments 


“  To  exprefs  our  concern,  that 
when  his  Majefty’s  paternal  good- 
nefs  has  gracioufly  inclined  his  Ma- 
jedy  to  be  fenfible  of  the  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  fuch  an  admi- 
nidration  as  was  pointed  out  in  our 
refoluticn,  his  Majedy  fhould  dill 
be.  induced  to  prefer  the  opinions 
of  individuals  to  the  repeated  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  representatives  of  his 
people  in  parliament  affembled, 
with  refped  to  the  means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  fo  dedrable  an  end. 

To  reprefent  to  his  Majeftv, 
that  a  preference  of  this  nature  is  as 
injurious  to  the  true  intereds  of  the 
crown,  as  it  is  wholly  repugnant  to 
the  fpirit  of  our  free  conditution. 
Thatfydems  founded  on  fuch  a  pre¬ 
ference  are  not  in  truth  entirely  new 
in  this  country  ;  that  they  have 
been  the  chara&eridic  features  of 
thofe  unfortunate  reigns,  the  max¬ 
ims  of  which  are  now  judly  and 
univerfally  exploded  ;  while  his 
Majedy  and  his  Royal  Progenitors 
have  been  fixed  in  the  hearts  of  their 
people,  and  have  commanded  the 
refpeft  and  admiration  of  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  by  a  comdant 
and  uniform  attention  to  the  advice 
of  their  commons,  however  adverfe 
fuch  advice  may  have  been  to  the 
opinions  of  the  executive  fervants  of 
the  crown. 

te  To  allure  his  Majedy,  that 
we  neither  have  difputed,  nor  mean 
in  any  indance  to  difpute,  much 
left  to  deny,  his  Majedy’s  undoubt¬ 
ed  prerogative  of  appointing  to  the 
executive  offices  of  date  fuch  per- 
fons  as  to  his  Majedy’s  wifdomfh all 
feem  meet.  But  at  the  fame  time 
that  we  mud  with  all  humility  again 
fubmit  to  his  Majedy’s  royal  wif- 
dom,  that  no  adminidration,  how¬ 
ever  legally  appointed,  can  ferve 
his  Majedy  and  the  public  with  ef- 

fe&s 
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feet,  which  does  not  enjoy  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  this  houle. 

<*  That  in  his  Majedy’s  prefent 
adminidration  we  cannpt  confide  ; 
the  circumdances  under  which  it  was 
condituted,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  continues,  have  creat¬ 
ed  fuch  fufpicions  in  the  breads  of 
his  faithful  commons,  that  princi¬ 
ples  are  adopted  and  views  enter¬ 
tained  unfriendly  to  the  privileges  of 
this  houfe,  and  to  the  freedom  of 
our  excellent  conditution.  That 
we  have  made  no  charge  againdany 
of  them,  becaufe  it  is  their  removal 
and  not  their  punifhment  which  we 
have  defired :  and  that  we  humbly 
conceive  we  are  warranted,  bv  the 
ancient  ufage  of  this  houfe,  to  de¬ 
fire  fuch  removal,  without  making 
any  charge  whatever ;  that  confi¬ 
dence  may  be  very  prudently  with¬ 
held  when  no  criminal  procefs  can 
be  properly  indituted  ;  that  although 
v/e  have  made  no  criminal  charge 
againd  any  individual  of  his  Ma¬ 
jedy’s  miniders,  yet  with  all  humi¬ 
lity  xve  do  conceive,  that  we  have 
dated  to  his  Majedy  very  didinfl 
objections  and  very  forcible  reafons 
againd  their  continuance.  That 
with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  ad¬ 
mitting  either  the  prefent  miniders, 
or  any  other  perfon,  as  a  part  of  that 
extended  and  united  adminidration, 
which  his  Majedy,  in  concurrence 
with  the  fentimems  of  this  houfe, 
confiders  as  requifite,  it  is  a  point 
upon  which  we  are  too  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  bounds  of  our  dpty 
to  prefume  to  offer  any  advice  to  his 
Majedy,  well  knowing  it  to  be  the 
undoubted  prerogative  of  his  Ma¬ 
jedy  to  appoint  his  miniders,  with¬ 
out  any  previous  advice  from  either 
houfe  of  parliament,  and  our  duty 
humbly  to  offer  to  his  Majedy  our 
advice,  when  fuch  appointments  fhall 
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appear  to  us  to  be  prejudicial  to  the 
public  fervice. 

“  To  acknowledge  with  grati¬ 
tude  his  Majedy’s  goodnefs,  in  not 
confidering  the  failure  of  his  recent 
endeavours  as  a  final  bar  to  the  ac- 
complidiment  of  the  gracious  pur- 
pofe  which  his  Majedy  has  in  view? 
and  to  exprefs  the  great  concern  and 
mortification  with  which  we  find 
ourfelves  obliged  to  declare,  that 
the  confolation  which  ive  fhould  na¬ 
turally  have  derived  from  his  Ma¬ 
jedy’s  mod  gracious  difpofition  is 
confiderably  abated,  by  underftand- 
ing  that  his  Majedy’s  advifers  have 
not  thought  fit  to  fugged  to 
his  Majedy  any  farther  deps  to  re¬ 
move  the  difficulties  which  obdrud 
fo  definable  an  end. 

“  To  recall  to  his  Majedy’s  re- 
colledion,  that  his  faithful  com¬ 
mons  have  already  fubmitted  to  his 
Majedy,  mod  humbly  but  mod 
diftin&ly,  their  opinion  upon  this 
fubjedt — That  they  can  have  no  fil¬ 
tered?  but  thofe  of  his  Majedy  and 
of  their  condituents ; — whereas  it  is 
needlefs  to  fugged  to  his  Majedy’s 
wifdom  and  difeernment,  that  indi¬ 
vidual  advifers  may  be  aduated  by 
very  different  motives. 

“  To  exprefs  our  mod  unfeigned 
gratitude  to  his  Majedy  for  his  Ma¬ 
jedy’s  royal  aflurances,  that  he  does 
not  call  in  quedionthe  right  of  this 
houfe  to  offer  their  advice  to  his 
Majedy  on  every  proper  occahon, 
touching  the  exercife  of  any  branch 
of  his  royal  prerogative,  and  of  his 
Majedy’s  readinefs  at  all  times 
to  receive  fuch  advice,  and  to 
give  it  the  mod  attentive  confide-! 
ration. 

To  declare  that  we  recognize 
in  thefe  gracious  exprcilions,  thofe 
excellent  and  conditutional  fenti- 
ments^  which  we  have  ever  been 

accudomed 
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accudomed  to  hear  from  the  throne 
fince  the  glorious  aera  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,  and  which  have  peculiarly 
charafterifed  his  Majedy,  and  the 
princes  of  his  illudrious  houfe  ;  but 
to  lament  that  tliefe  mod  gracious 
expreffians,  while  they  infpire  us 
with  additional  affection  and  gra¬ 
titude  towards  his  Majedy’s  royal 
peribn,  do  not  a  little  contribute 
to  increafe  our  fufpicions  of  thofe 
j?ien,  who  have  advifed  his  Majedy, 
in  direCl  contradiction  to  thefe  af- 
furances,  to  neglect  the  advice  of 
his  commons,  and  to  retain  in  his 
fervice  an  adminidration,  vvhofe 
continuance  in  office  we  have  fo 
repeatedly  and  fo  didinCtly  con¬ 
demned. 

To  reprefent  to  his  Majedy, 
that  it  has  anciently  been  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  this  houfe  to  withhold  {ap¬ 
plies,  until  the  grievances  were  re- 
dreffed  ;  and  that  if  we  were  to  fol¬ 
low  this  courfe  in  the  prefent  con¬ 
juncture,  we  ffiould  be  warranted 
in  our  proceeding,  as  well  by  the 
mod  approved  precedents,  as  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  conditution  itfelf.  But 
if,  in  confederation  of  the  very  pe¬ 
culiar  exigencies  of  the  times,  we 
Should  be  induced  to  wave  for  the 
prefent  the  exercife  in  this  in  dance 
of  our  undoubted,  legal,  and  con¬ 
stitutional  mode  of  obtaining  re- 
drefs,  that  we  humbly  implore  his 
Maj edy  not  to  impute  our  forbear¬ 
ance  to  any  want  of  fmcerity  in  our 
complaints,  or  didrud  in  the  judice 
pf  our  caufe. 

<f  That  we  know  and  are  fure, 
that  the  profperity  of  his  Majefty’s 
dominions  in  former  times  has  been, 
under  Divine  Providence,  owing  to 
the  harmony  which  has  for  near  a 
century  prevailed  uninterruptedly 
between  the  crown  and  this  houfe. 

4<  That  we  arc  convinced,  that 


there  is  no  way  to  extricate  this 
country  from  its  prefent  difficulties, 
but  by  purfuing  the  fame  fydem  to 
which  we  have  been  indebted  at 
various  periods  of  our  hidory  for 
our  fucceffes  abroad,  and  which  is 
at  all  times  fo  necelfary  for  our  tran¬ 
quillity  at  home. 

“  That  we  feel  the  continuance 
of  the  prefent  adminidration  to  be 
an  innovation  upon  that  happy 
fydem— that  we  cannot  but  expert, 
from  their  exidence  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  houfe,  every  mis¬ 
fortune  naturally  incident  to  a  weak 
and diftr  aCted  government. 

<c  That  if  we  had  concealed  from 
his  Majedy  our  honed  fentiments 
upon  this  important  crifis,  we 
ffiould  have  been  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  refponfible  for  the  mifchiefs 
which  are  but  too  certain  to  en« 
fue. 

et  That  we  have  done  our  duty 
to  his  Majefty  and  our  qondituents, 
in  pointing  out  the  evil,  and  in 
humbly  imploring  redrefs ;  that  the 
blame  and  refpenfibilitymud  now  lie 
wholly  upon  thofe  who  have  pre- 
fumed  to  advife  his  Majedy  to  aCt 
in  contradiction  to  the  uniform 
maxims  which  have  hitherto  go¬ 
verned  the  conduCt  of  his  Majedy, 
as  well  as  every  other  prince  of  his 
illuftrious  houfe  ;  upon  thofe  who 
have  disregarded  the  opinions  and 
negleCted  the  admonitions  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  his  people,  and 
who  have  thereby  attempted  to  fet 
up  a  new  fydem  of  executive  ad¬ 
minidration,  which,  wanting  the 
confidence  of  this  houfe,  and  aCting 
in  defiance  to  our  refolutions,  mull 
prove  at  once  inadequate,  by  its  in¬ 
efficiency,  to  the  neceffary  objeCts 
of  government,  and  dangerous,  by 
its  example,  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,” 

Un 
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Hs  Majejty’s  Speech  from  the 
'Throne,  on  proroguing  the  late 
Parliament ,  previous  to  his  dif- 
folving  it , 


My  lords  and  gentlemen, 
CC/^XN  a  full  confideration  of  the 

\y  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
and  of  the  extraordinary  circum- 
ffances  which  have  produced  it,  I  am 
induced  to  put  an  end  to  this  feffion 
of  parliament:  I  feel  it  a  duty 
which  I  owe  to  the  conffitution  and 
t©  the  country,  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
to  recur  as  fpeedily  aspollible  to  the 
fenfe  of  my  people,  by  calling  a 
new  parliament. 

I  truft  that  this  means  will 
tend  to  obviate  the  mifehiefs  arifing 
from  the  unhappy  divifions  and  dif- 
tra&ions  which  have  lately  fub  filled  ; 
and  that  the  various  important  ob¬ 
jects  which  will  require  confidera¬ 
tion  may  be  afterwards  proceeded 
upon  with  lefs  interruption,  and  with 
happier  effedt. 

<f  1  can  have  no  other  objedl, 
but  to  preferve  the  true  principles 
of  our  free  and  happy  conftitution, 
and  to  employ  the  powers  entrufted 
to  me  by  law,  for  the  only  end  for 
which  they  were  given,  to  the  good 
of  my  people.”  \ 


Then  the  earl  of  Mansfield,  lord 
chief  juftice  of  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
lords,  by  his  Majefty’s  command, 
faid. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

((  It  is  his  Majefty’s  royal  will 
<c  and  pleafure,  that  this  parlia- 
t€  ment  be  prorogued  to  Tuefday, 
“  the  fixth  day  of  April  next,  to 
“  be  then  here  holden  ;  and  this 
“  parliament  is  accordingly  pro- 
rogued  to  Tuefday,  the  fixth  day 
“  of  April  next.” 
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His  Majejly^s  Speech  to  hath  Houfe s% 
on  the  Meeting  of  the  New  Par * 
li ament,  May  17,  1784. 

<f  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

<  cT  Have  the  greateftfatisfadHonirt 
f  meeting  you  in  parliament  at 
this  time,  after  recurring,  in  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  moment,  to  the  fenfe  of 
my  people.  I  have  a  juft  and  con¬ 
fident  reliance,  that  you  are  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  fame  fentiments  of 
loyalty,  and  the  fame  attachment  to 
our  excellent  conftitution,  which  I 
have  had  the  happinefs  to  fee  fo 
fully  manifefted  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom.  The  happy  effedts 
of  fuch  a  difpofition  will,  I  doubt 
not,  appear  in  the  temper  and  wif- 
dom  of  your  deliberations,  and  ia 
the  difpatch  of  the  important  ob¬ 
jects  of  public  bufinefs  which  de¬ 
mand  your  attention.  It  will  afford 
me  peculiar  pleafure  to  find  that  the 
exercife  of  the  power  entrufted  to 
me  by  the  conftitution  has  been 
produdiive  of  confequences  fo  be¬ 
neficial  to  my  fubjedls,  whofe  intereft 
and  welfare  are  always  neareft  my 
heart.” 

_c  > 

<c  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
commons. 

<f  I  have  ordered  the  eftimates 
for  the  current  year  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  you ;  and  I  truft  to  your  zeal 
and  affedlion  to  make  fuch  provifions 
for  their  further  fupply,  and  for  the 
application  of  the  fums  granted  in 
the  laft  parliament,  as  may  appear 
to  be  neceffary. 

“  I  fincerely  lament  every  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  burthens  of  my  people ; 
but  they  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  feel 
the  neceflity,  after  a  long  and  ex- 
penfive  war,  of  effedlually  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  maintenance  of  our 
national  faith  and  our  public  credit. 
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jb'effcntial  to  the  power  and  pro- 
fperity  of  the  date.” 

**  My  lords  and  gentlemen. 

The  alarming  progrefs  of 
frauds  in  the  revenue,  accompanied 
in  fo  many  inftances  with  violence, 
will  not  fail  on  every  account  to  ex¬ 
cite  your  attention.  I  muft,  at  the 
fame  time,  recommend  to  your  moil 
ferious  confideration,  to  frame  fuch 
commercial  regulations  as  may  ap¬ 
pear  immediately  neceffary  in  the 
prefent  moment.  The  affairs  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company  form  an  objedl 
©f  deliberation  deeply  conne&ed 
with  the  general  interefts  of  the 
country.  While  you  feel  a  juft 
anxiety  to  provide  for  the  good  go¬ 
vernment  of  our  poffeffions  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  you  will,  I  truft, 
never  lofe  fight  of  the  effedl  which 
any  meafure  to  be  adopted  for  that 
purpofe  may  have  on  our  own  con- 
ftitution,  and  our  deareft  interefts 
at  home.  You  will  find  me  always 
defirous  to  concur  with  you  in  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be  of  lading  bene¬ 
fit  to  my  people  :  I  have  no  wifh 
but  to  cbnfult  their  profperity,  by 
a  conftant  attention  to  every  object 
of  national  concern,  by  an  uniform 
adherence  to  the  true  principles  of 
our  free  conflitution,  and  by  fup- 
porting  and  maintaining,  in  their 
juft  balance,  the  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  every  branch  of  the  legif- 
lature.’5 

. ■»r»*nmi>  . . . mmmmm*  «■■» i  — 

The  humble  Adirefs  of  the  right  h°~ 
nourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  an ^ 
Temporal,  in  Parliament  ajfem* 
bled . 

Die  Mercuriij,  Vg  Maii,  1784. 

t(  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
«WE  y°ur  Majefly?s  moft  dutiful 
*  ’  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  lords 


fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  par¬ 
liament  affembied,  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
turn  yourMajefty  our  humble  thanks 
for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

<e  Deeply  fenftble  of  the  bleftings 
we  enjoy  under  your  Majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment,  we  defire  to  exprefs  our 
fatisfadlion  and  gratitude,  that  in 
the  exercife  of  the  powers  veiled  in 
you  by  the  conflitution,  your  Ma* 
jefty  has  been  gracioufty  pleafed  to 
recur  to  the  fenfe  of  your  people  at 
a  con] undure  when  the  fituation  of 
public  affairs  called  loudly  for  that 
exertion. 

ff  Animated  with  the  trued  fen- 
timents  of  loyalty  to  your  Majefty ’s 
perfon  and  government,  of  attach¬ 
ment  to  our  excellent  conftitution, 
and  of  regard  for  the  public  wel¬ 
fare,  your  Majefty  may  fafely  rely, 
that  we  will  enter  upon  the  impor¬ 
tant  objects  of  public  bufmefs, 
which  call  for  our  attention,  with 
temper  and  aftiduity,  and  that  we 
will  profecute  them  with  all  the 
difpatch  of  which  their  nature  will 
admit. 

“  In  purfuit  of  thofe  obje<5ls 
which  your  Majefty  has  been  pleaf¬ 
ed  to  recommend  to  our  conlidera- 
tion,  vve  beg  leave  to  allure  your 
Majefty  that  we  lhall  apply  our- 
felves  with  induftry  to  the  Hopping 
the  alarming  progrefs  of  frauds  in 
the  revenue ;  and  that  vve  lhall  be 
ready  to  co-operate  with  the  other 
branches  of  the  legislature  in  fram¬ 
ing  fuch  further  commercial  regula¬ 
tions  as  the  prefent  circumftances 
may  require. 

(f  Convinced,  as  we  are,  how 
materially  the  fituation  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  is 
connected  with  the  general  interefts 
of  the  country,  and  that  it  forms  a 
moft  important  fubjedt  of  delihexa- 
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tlon,  your  Majefty  may  depend, 
that  in  applying  our  utmoft  atten¬ 
tion  to  provide  for  the  good  govern¬ 
ment  of  our  pofteftions  in  India,  we 
fhall  well  and  anxioufly  weigh  the 
effed  which  the  meafures  we  may 
adopt  may  have  upon  the  inva¬ 
luable  confutation  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

“  We  beg  leave  humbly  to  allure 
your  Majefty,  that  we  have  the 
fulleft  conviction  of  your  Majefty’s 
paternal  care  and  afredion  for  your 
people,  and  that  the  profperity  of 
your  fubjeds  is  the  ftrft  objed  of 
your  royal  attention  ;  which  could 
not  be  more  fully  manifefted  than 
in  the  refolution  your  Majefty  has 
taken  to  fupport  and  maintain,  in 
their  juft  balance,  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  every  branch  of  the 
legi^lature.5, 

His  Majefty"1 s  mof  gracious  An  fuser . 

My  lords, 

te  I  thank  you  for  this  very  loyal 
tf  and  dutiful  addrefs.  I  receive 
“  with  great  fatisfadion  every 
f(  frelh  mark  of  your  attachment 
<f  to  me,  and  your  zeal  for  the 
<f  public  interefts,  and  for  the 
“  prefervation  of  our  molt  excellent 
4‘  conftitution.” 

A  fmilar  Addrefs  ewas  prefented  by 
the  Houj'e  of  Commons. 


Lords  Protcf  on  the  Eaf  India  Regu¬ 
lation  Billy  9 th  Augufy  1784. 

Diftentient, 

C  i  C>EC  AUSE  we  think  the  princi- 
pie  of  the  bill  falfe,  unjuft,  and 
uncon  iHtutional ;  falfe,  inafmuch  as 
it  provides  no  effedual  remedy  for  the 
evils  it  affeds  to  cure  5  unjuft,  as  it 
indiicriminately  compels  all  perfons 
returning  from  India  to  furnilh  the 
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means  of  accufation  and  perfecution 
againft  themfelves ;  and  unconfti- 
tutional,  becaufe  it  eftablilhes  a 
new  criminal  court  of  judicature, 
in  which  the  ad  million  of  incom¬ 
petent  evidence  is  exprefsly  direct¬ 
ed,  and  the  fubjed  is  unneceftarily 
deprived  of  his  moll  ineftimable 
birthright,  a  trial  by  jury. 

PORTLAND, 
CARLISLE, 
CHOLMONDELEY, 
NORTHINGTON.’* . 


His  Majefy's  Speech  at  the  clofe  of 
the  firf  Sejfon  of  this  Parliament, 
Auguf  20 th,  1784. 

“  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 
i C  T  Cannot  clofe  this  feftion  of  par- 
liament  without  returning  you 
my  warmeft  thanks  for  the  eminent 
proofs  you  have  given  of  your  zea¬ 
lous  and  diligent  attention  to  the 
public  fervice. 

“  The  happieft  efFeds  may  be 
expeded  from  the  proviftons  which 
you  have  made  for  the  better  go¬ 
vernment  of  India,  and  from  the 
inftitution  of  a  tribunal  fo  pecu¬ 
liarly  adapted  to  the  trial  of  of¬ 
fences  committed  in  that  diftant 
country. 

(t  I  obferve  with  great  fatisfac- 
tion  the  laws  which  you  have  pair¬ 
ed  for  the  prefervation  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  revenue.  No  exertions 
fhall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  give 
them  vigour  and  effed.” 

t{  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,, 

*<  The  zeal  and  liberality  with 
which  you  have  provided  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  fervice,  and 
the  alTiftance  which  you  have  given 
me  to  prevent  a  growing  arrear 
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in  the  expenees  of  my  civil  lift, 
demand  my  particular  thanks. 

(t  I  feel  in  common  with  you  for 
the  unavoidable  burthens  of  my 
people. 

“  The  importance  of  effe&ually 
lupporting  our  national  credit,  after 
a  long  and  exhaufting  war,  can 
alone  reconcile  me  to  fo  painful  a 
neceflity.  I  truft  the  fame  conli- 
deration  will  enable  my  faithful 
fubje&s  to  meet  it,  as  they  have 
uniformly  done,  with  fortitude  and 
patience.” 

€e  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 
ec  The  definitive  treaty  which 
has  been  ligned  with  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
and  the  peace  concluded  in  India, 
as  well  as  the  affurances  which  I 
receive  from  foreign  powers,  pro- 
mife  the  continuance  of  general 
tranquillity. 

<e  I  truft  therefore,  that  after 
fo  laborious  a  fefiion,  it  will  not 
be  found  neceftary  to  call  you 
again  together  at  a  very  early 
period. 

“  Many  important  objects  with 
refpedt  to  our  trade  and  commerce, 
which  could  not  now  be  provided 
for,  will  naturally  require  your  at¬ 
tention  after  the  recefs ;  and  jfuch 
regulations  will,  I  truft,  be  framed, 
after  a  full  inveftigation,  as  lhall 
be  found  bell  calculated  to  promote 
the  wealth  and  profperity  of  all 
parts  of  the  empire.” 

Then  the  lord  chancellor  faid. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

€s  It  is  his  Majefty’s  royal  will 
and  pleafure  that  this  parliament 
be  prorogued  to  Tuefday,  the 
26th  day  of  Odlober  next,  to  be 
then  here  holden  $  and  this  par¬ 


liament  is  accordingly  prorogued 
to  Tuefday  the  26th  day  of  Odlober 
next. 


Ratification  of  Peace  by  the  A?nerican 
Cong  refs,  and  their  Recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  Loyalfis ,  agreeable  ta 
the  Fifth  Article . 

By  the  united  states,  in  con¬ 
gress  aftembled, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

HERE  AS  definitive  articles 
of  peace  and  friendlhip  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  of  America 
and  his  Britannic  Majefty  were 
concluded  and  ligned  at  Paris,  on 
the  3d  day  of  September,  1783,  by 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  faid 
United  States,  and  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  duly  and  refpedtively  au- 
thorifed  for  that  purpofe  5  which  de¬ 
finitive  articles  are  in  the  words 
following  : 

And  we  the  United  States  in 
congrefs  aftembled,  having  feen  and 
duly  coniidered  the  definitive  arti¬ 
cles  aforelaid,  did  by  a  certain  a£t 
under  the  leal  of  the  United  States, 
bearing  date  this  14th  day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1784,  approve,  ratify,  and 
confirm  the  fame,  and  every  part 
and  claufe  thereof,  engaging  and 
promiftng  that  we  would  lincerely 
and  faithfully  perform  and  obferve 
the  fame,  and  never  fuller  them  to 
be  violated  by  any  one,  or  tranf- 
grefted  in  any  manner  as  far  as 
Ihould  be  in  cur  power  :  and  being 
fmcerely  difpofed  to  carry  the  faid 
articles  into  execution  truly,  ho- 
neftly,  and  with  good  faith,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  intent  and  meaning  there¬ 
of,  we  have  thought  proper,  by  thefe 
prefents,  to  notify  the  premifes  to 

all 
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all  good  citizens  of  thefe  United 

States,  hereby  requiring  and  enjoin¬ 
ing  all  bodies  of  magiftracy,  legis¬ 
lative,  executive,  and  judiciary,  all 
perfons  bearing  office,  civil  or  mili¬ 
tary,  of  whatever  rank,  degree,  or 
powers,  and  all  others  the  good  citi¬ 
zens  of  thefe  ifates  of  every  vocation 
and  condition,  that  reverencing  thole 
llipulations  entered  into  on  their  be¬ 
half,  under  the  authority  of  the  fe¬ 
deral  bond  by  which  their  exiftence 
as  an  independent  people  is  bound 
up  together,  and  is  known  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  nations  of  the 
world,  and  with  that  good  faith 
which  is  every  man’s  fured  guide 
within  their,  feveral  offices,  jurif- 
didions,  and  vocations,  they  carry 
into  eded  the  faid  definitive  arti¬ 
cles,  and  every  claufe  and  fenti- 
ment  thereof,  fincerely,  dridly,  and 
completely. 

Given  under  the  feal  of  the  U- 
nited  States.  Witnefs  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  THOMAS  MIF¬ 
FLIN,  our  Prefident,  at  An¬ 
napolis,  this  1 4th  day  of  Janua¬ 
ry,  in  the  year  of  our  lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  and  ©f  the  fove- 
reignty  and  independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America 
the  eighth. 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

And  in  compliance  with  the  5th 
article  of  the  treaty  alluded  to  in 
the  foregoing  proclamation,  they 
refolve  unanimoufly,  nine  Hates  pre- 
fent : — “  That  it  be,  and  it  is  here¬ 
by  earnestly  recommended  to  the  le- 
giflatures  of  the  refpedive  Hates,  to 
provide  for  the  relfitution  of  all  ef- 
tates,  rights,  and  properties,  which 
have  been  confifcated,  belonging  to 
real  Britilh  fubjeds,  and  alfo  of  the 
efiates,  rights,  and  properties  of 
perfons  refident  in  didrids  which 
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were  in  poHeffion  of  his  Britannic 
majefly’s  arms,  at  any  time  between 
the  30th  day  of  November  1782* 
and  the  14th  day  of  January  1784, 
and  who  have  not  borne  arms  a- 
gainft  the  faid  United  States ;  and 
that  perfons  of  any  other  defcription. 
fhall  have  free  liberty  to  go  to  any 
part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  thirteen 
United  States,  and  therein  to  re¬ 
main  twelve  months  unmoleHed,  in 
their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  re¬ 
ditu  tion  of  fuch  of  their  eftates, 
rights,  and  properties,  as  may- 
have  been  confifcated. — And  it  is 
alfo  hereby  earnedly  recommended 
to  the  feveral  dates,  to  re-confider 
and  revife  all  their  ads  or  laws  re¬ 
garding  the  premifes,  fo  as  to  render 
the  faid  laws  or  ads  perfe&Jy  con¬ 
fident,  not  only  with  judice  and  e- 
quity,  but  with  that  fpirit  of  conci¬ 
liation  which  on  the  return  of  the 
bleHings  of  peace  fhould  univerfally 
prevail.  And  it  is  hereby  alfo  ear¬ 
nedly  recommended  to  the  feveral 
dates,  that  the  edates,  rights,  and 
properties  of  fuch  lad-mentioned 
perfons  fhould  be  redored  to  them, 
they  refunding  to  any  perfon  who 
may  be  now  in  podeflion,  the  bona 
fide  price  (where  any  has  been 
given)  which  fuch  perfons  may  have 
paid  on  purchaiing  any  of  the  laid 
lands,  rights,  or  properties,  fince 
the  faid  confifcation. 


Letter  from  the  King  of  Prufiia  to  the 
States  General,  in  favour  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange. 

WE  FREDERICK,  &c.  &c. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords , 

OUR  High  Mightinedes  will 
be  pleafed  to  recoiled  that  we 
have  caufed  a  memorial  to  be  laid 

before 
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before  the  States  General  on  the 
21  ft  of  January  1783,  by  our  envoy 
extraordinary,  the  fieur  de  Thule- 
ineir,  requefting  you  would  take 
fuch  meafures  as  might  eifeftually 
put  an  end  to  the  odious  perfecutions 
carried  on  againfc  the  Prince  Stadt- 
holder,  and  maintain  him  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  thole  prerogatives 
which  are  the  rightful  attributes  of 
his  perfon  and  family.  The  very 
fame  requifition  had  been  previoufty 
made  to  the  ftates  of  Holland  and 
Weft  Friezeland,  by  a  letter  bear¬ 
ing  date  January  15  th,  in  the  fame 
year.  We  had  flattered  ourfelves 

that  fuch  friendly  exhortations  would 
* 

be  taken  in  good  part,  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  fome  falutary  efreft,  and  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  internal  pacification  of 
the  United  Provinces ;  yet,  to  our 
very  great  difappointment,  we  find 
that  the  very  contrary  has  been  the 
cafe,  as  appears  by  faffs  equally 
public  and  notorious,  which  clearly 
evinces  that  fome  perfons,  aduated 
by  a  fpiritof  fadtion,  ambition,  and 
by  felfifh  views,  ftill  continue  to 
perfecute  the  prince  of  Orange  with 
the  greateft  animofity,  and  to  mo- 
left  him  unjuftly  both  in  his  perfon, 
and  in  regard  to  his  prerogatives 
and  dignity. 

No  one  is  ignorant  in  what  out¬ 
rageous  manner  the  above  prince 
is  treated  in  fcurrilous  libels  daily 
printed  and  countenanced,  and  whole 
authors  are  not  fo  much  as  cenfured 
by  the  magiftrates.  Such  libels  tend 
manifeftly  to  exafperate  the  nation 
againft  the  faid  prince,  efpecially  as 
any  one  who  dares  fpeak  or  write  in 
his  favour  are  profecuted,  ill-treat¬ 
ed,  banifhed,  nay  and  punilhed  as  if 
guilty  of  fome  enormous  crime.  It 
is  likewife  known  that  arbitrary  at¬ 
tempts  are  made  to  defpoil  fuccef- 
fively  the  ftadtholder  of  his  moft  im¬ 


portant  prerogatives,  as  it  were* 
one  by  one,  without  any  right,-  or 
even  the  fhadow  of  a  well-grounded 
motive.  We  freely  confeis  that  we 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  internal 
conftitution  of  the  republic  in  all  its 
parts.  Our  intention,  therefore, 
cannot  be  to  rate  it  at  its  proper  va¬ 
lue,  much  iefs  to  criticife  upon  it. 
Neverthelefs,  as  it  is  evident  to  all, 
that  the  States  General,  who  repre- 
fent  the  republic  at  large,  have  by 
exprefs  and  irrevocable  ftipulation 
deferred  to  the  prince  of  Orange’s 
father,  for  himfelf  and  heirs,  both 
male  and  female,  the  ftadtholder- 
fhip,  with  all  the  rights,,  dignities, 
and  prerogatives  thereto  belonging, 
fuch  as  were  enjoyed  by  former 
ftadtholder s  :  it  does  not  by  any 
means  admit  of  a  doubt,  but  that 
fuch  rights  and  prerogatives  as  have 
been  enjoyed  by  the  faid  prince, 
fome  of  which  are  now  dilputed, 
cannot  be  abolifhed  or  recalled  in. 
an  arbitrary  manner,  againft  his 
confent,  and  without  the  joint  con¬ 
currence  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
republic :  at  leaft,  it  appears  evi¬ 
dent,  that  nc  particular  city  or  pro¬ 
vince  can  defpoil  him  of  fuch  rights 
and  prerogatives,  he  never  having 
made  a  bad  ufe  of  them,  as  his  own 
well  known  charadter,  and  even  the 
public  voice,  allures  us  he  has  not. 
Nay,  were  any  doubts  to  arife  in. 
regard  to  the  extent  of  fuch  rights, 
natural  equity  feems  even  in  fuch 
cafes  to  require,  that  thofe  preroga¬ 
tives  hitherto  enjoyed  by  the  prince 
be  not  taken  away  or  fufpended,  as 
has  been  the  cafe  of  late  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  he  be  fupported 
therein,  until  the  matter  ftiould  be 
finally  determined,  after  the  ferious 
deliberation  and  judgment  of  the 
general  aflembly  of  the  ftates,  be¬ 
tween  the  republic  and  the  prince, 

either 
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cither  by  way  of  compromife,  or  a 
formal  ancl  conftitutional  decifion. 

We  cannot  believe  tnat  the  in¬ 
tention  of  your  High  Mightineffes, 
or  indeed  of  any  well  -  meaning 
member  of  the  ftate,  is  to  aboliih 
the  high  office  of  ftadtholder,  or  to 
circumfcribe  it  within  iuch  narrow 
limits,  or  to  fubllitute  a  mere  fha- 
dow  to  the  reality.  It  is  rather  to 
be  hoped  that  every  fenfible  citizen 
of  the  republic  lhall  gratefully  re¬ 
member,  that  it  is,  eipecially,  by 
the  unffiaken  bravery,  the  confum- 
mate  prudence,  and  even  the  blood, 
of  the  iliuftrious  princes  of  Orange 
and  Naffau,  that  during  the  courle 
of  two  centuries  the  freedom  of  the 
republic,  fecured  by  them,  has  been 
fupported,  and  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  often  refcued  from  the  mod: 
imminent  dangers  :  fuch  well- 
wifhers  to  their  country  mull:  alfo 
confefs,  that  during  the  temporary 
fufpenlion  of  the  ftadtholder  fnip,  the 
ftate  has  proved  lefs  profperous,  that 
it  has  been  fo  torn  and  diftrafted  by 
internal  faction,  that  it  was  nearly 
brought  to  final  ruin,  in  fo  much, 
that  in  order  to  fave  it  from  doftruc- 
tion,  it  was  found  neceffary  to  re- 
ftore  the  office  of  fladtholder. 

<f  We  know  full  well,  that  owing 
to  a  dread  left  the  liberty  of  the  re¬ 
public  lhould  be  endangered,  the 
dignity  of  ftadtholder  has,  at  times, 
been  entirely  laid  aftde  :  but  with¬ 
out  inveftigating  whether  fuch  ap- 
preheniions  were  grounded  or  not ; 
certain  it  is,  that  they  cannot  exift 
at  prefe  it  ;  fince  the  wile  and  fare 
policy  that  actuates  the  reigning  po¬ 
tentates  of  Europe,  thole  reipeftive 
powers  are  watchful  for  the  preler- 
vation  of  each  other,  and  that  none 
of  them  can  tame! /  luffer,  much 
lefs  contribute  to  the  fubverfton  of 
the  other.  You  would  fee  us  ea- 

Vol.  XXVII. 


PAPERS.  '[321 

gerly  take  the  part  of  the  republic, 
and  be  the  firft  to  aft  in  its  behalf, 
were  any  fuch  defign  broached  a- 
gainft  the  ftates.  Put  we  can  fafely 
take  upon  us  to  allure,  that  neither’ 
the  preient  ftadtholder,  nor  any  ins 
moft  immediate  fucceffors,  will  ever 
contrive  or  undertake  any  thing  a- 
gainft  the  freedom  or  welfare  of  the 
republic,  as  it  is  irreparable  from 
their  own  profperity  ;  we,  on  the 
contrary,  could  pledge  ourfelves, 
that  they  will  ever  difeharge  the 
high  and  important  office  of  ftadt¬ 
holder,  and  exercife  its  prerogatives 
conformably  to  the  intentions  and 
meaning  of  your  High  Mightineffes, 
from  which  they  never  will  depart  ; 
and  for  this  we  do  moft  folemnly 
ftand  pledged  to  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral.  We  can  do  it  the  more  fecurelv, 
that  we  are  fully  acquainted  with 
the  noble  and  generous. principles  of 
the  prince  of  Orange  and  his  con- 
fort,  as  well  as  thole  their  family 
muft  imbibe  from  them  ;  and  that 
on  all  occafions  we  advife  them  to 
place  their  happinefs  folely  in  the 
union  and  prolperity  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  ;  but  above  all,  in  a  perfeft  good 
underftanding  between  them  and 
your  High  Mightineffes.  The  con¬ 
nections  between  our  refpeftive  ftates 
require  the  very  fame  from  us ;  and 
as  we  are  in  hopes  that  your  High 
Mightineffes  will  fully  rely  on  our 
long  experience,  we,  of  courle,  Hat¬ 
ter  ourfelves  you  will  conuder  thefe 
our  representations  merely  as  the  e- 
manations  of  that  friendfhip  which, 
as  their  good  neighbours,  actuates  us 
in  favour  of  the  republic  ;  and  alfo 
of  that  concern  which  we  muft  natu¬ 
rally  feel  for  an  iliuftrious  houfe,  to 
which  we  are  fo  nearly  allied  ;  and 
by  no  means  luppofe  that  we  only 
prelume  to  meddle  ourfelves  in  the 
private  affairs  of  the  ftates,  or  en- 
[  T]  croach 
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croach  upon  their  freedom,  grounded 
on  the  firmed;  bafis,  and  fo  glorioudy 
acquired. 

*c  What  we  have  hitherto  adduced, 
is  fo  felf-evident,  that  it  capnot  ad¬ 
mit  of  the  lead  doubt,  and  therefore 
we  do  earnedly  entreat  your  High 
Mightinefies  ferioufly  to  interpofe 
your  authority  in  the  prefent  trou¬ 
bles  of  the  republic,  and  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  may  tend  in  the 
fird  place  to  prohibit  and  reprefs  the 
publication  of  thofe  violent  and  dan¬ 
gerous  libels,  either  again#  the  fladt- 
holder,  or  even  on  either  fide,  and 
punifh  thofe  who  may  have  wrote  or 
promoted  fuch  libels,  as  tending 
only  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
nation.  On  our  part  we  fhall  take 
the  mod  efleXual  deps  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  dominions,  ( that  by  proper 
exertions,  and  legal  prohibitions,  a 
Hop  may  be  put  to  the  profecutions 
and  indecent  perfonalities  levelled 
againfi  the  prince  and  his  friends. 
In  order,  if  podihle,  to  day  in  time 
the  alarming  prcgrefs  of  the  fpirit 
of  innovation,  and  the  dangerous 
train  of  civil  diflen lions  which  ge¬ 
nerally  follows  the  former ;  to  re- 
flore  a  proper  confidence  and  har¬ 
mony  between  the  prince  and  his 
oppofers ;  to  maintain  him  in  the 
quiet  and  undidurbed  poiTeflion  of 
the  rights  and  prerogatives  which  he 
has  hitherto  enjoyed,  not  permitting 
his  being  deprived  of  any  of  them 
in  an  arbitrary  manner,  but  rather 
redoring  him  to  the  enjoyment  of 
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fuch  as  may  have  been  unjudly  taken 
from  him  ;  and  providing,  that 
henceforth  the  date  affairs  be  treat¬ 
ed  of,  and  fettled  vyith  him  in  a  fa- 
tisfaXory  manner,  as  it  is  dipuiated 
by  the  ancient  conditution  of  the 
United  Provinces.  By  thefe  means 
the  latter  will  foon  be  redored  to 
their  wonted  peace  and  tranquillity,, 
and  your  High  Mightinefies  will  be 
entitled  to  the  approbation  of  every 
well-meaning  citizen,  and  even  of 
all  Europe. 

fc  We  cannot,  confidering  the 
fituation  of  our  dominions,  and 
of  our  ancient  connexions  with 
the  republic,  forbear  feeling  the 
deeped  concern  for  the  fate  of 
the  illudrious  houfe  of  Orange, 
and  the  continuance  of  the  dadt- 
holderfhip,  which  we  never  can 
tamely  fuifer  to  undergo  any  altera¬ 
tion.  We  trud,  therefore,  that  your 
High  Mightinefies  will  take  in  good 
part  the  contents  of  this  letter  ;  and 
will  confider  them  as  the  advice  of  a 
true  and  fincere  friend  to  the  repub¬ 
lic  ;  and  that  your  High  Mighti¬ 
nefies  will  not  refufe  to  give  it  fome 
attention,  as  well  as  to  what  may  be 
laid  hereafter  before  them  by  our 
minider  at  the  Hague,  the  .fieur  de 
Thulemeir,  whenever  he  has  any 
thing  in  command  from  us. 

“  It  is  in  full  confidence  thereof 
that  we  remain 

The  good  friend  and  neighbour 
©f  your  High  Mightinefies. 

(Signed)  Frederic/* 
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An  Account  of  Mr.  Blanchard' 's  Flight 
acrofs  the  Englijh  Channel ,  with 
Dr.  "Jefferies  ;  together  with  tn.vo 
Letters  from  the  fame  gentlemen  af~ 
ter  their  arrival  at  Calais . 

ON  Friday,  January  7,  the 
wind  being  N.  N.  W.  very 
moderate,  and  the  Iky  clear*  Mr. 
Blanchard,  accompanied  by  Dr. 
Jefferies,  took  his  departure  for  the 
continent  in  his  balloon,  from  the 
cattle  at  Dover.  Three  guns  were 
fired  from  the  cattle  at  nine  in  the 
morning,  and  the  flag  was  hoifted 
upon  the  firing  of  the  firff  gun,  as  a 
fignal  that  the  aeronauts  were  pre¬ 
paring  to  fill  the  balloon.  About 
ten  minutes  before  its  afcenfion,  a 
fourth  gun  was  bred,  as  a  fignal  that 
the  aerial  veffel  and  voyagers  were 
about  to  depart.  The  balloon  was 
completely  filled  by  one  o’clock ; 
the  veffel,  which  afcended  with  it  in 
the  five  former  voyages,  was  affixed ; 
the  courageous  and  intrepid  voy¬ 
agers  took  their  feats  ;  th©  oars  and 
fly,  ufed  in  the  laft  voyages,  were 
laced  in  the  boat  ;  nine  bags  of 
allatt,  the  French  edition  of  Mr. 
Blanchard’s  voyage  with  Mr.  Shel¬ 
don  ;  a  large  inflated  bladder,  con* 
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taining  a  number  of  letters  from 
people  of  the  firft  diftinCtion  in  this 
country,  to  feveral  of  the  French 
nobility,  a  compafs  and  fome  phi- 
lofophical  inftruments,  a  fmall  bot¬ 
tle  of  brandy,  two  beautiful  filk  en~ 
figns,  Englifh  and  French,  a  few 
bifcuits,  and  two  cork  jackets,  made 
the  whole  of  their  cargo.  Mr. 
Blanchard  had  adapted  an  appara¬ 
tus  to  fuffain  himfelf  and  friend* 
without  the  boat,  which  weighed 
fixty-four  pounds,  if  they  fhould 
have  occafion  for  an  addition  of  le¬ 
vity  upon  the  voyage.  The  bal¬ 
loon  was  filled  in  about  two  hours 
and  a  half,  and  the  procefs  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mr.  Blanchard*  and  Mr* 
Decker*  of  Berwick-ffreet,  Soho. — * 
They  afcended  at  13  minutes  pafl 
one,  clofe  to  the  large  gun,  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Queen  Anne’s 
pocket  piffol.  Mr.  Blanchard  kept 
the  balloon  in  exaCt  equilibrium  for 
a  confiderable  time.  The  greatett 
filence  reigned  among  the  nume¬ 
rous  concourfe  of  fpedators,  until 
Mr*  Blanchard  had  got  fo  far  from 
the  clifr  as  to  be  over  thfe  fea.  He 
flood  ereft  in  the  car,  and  faluted 
the  fpeClators  moll  gracefully,  by 
bowing,  taking  ©ff  his  hat,  and 
[  T]  z  waving 
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waving  his  enlign.  He  was  then 
cheered  by  the  loudest  acclama¬ 
tions. 

The  balloon  continued  its  route 
in  the  horizontal  dire&ion,  then 
appeared  to  rife ;  and  at  one  time 
the  balloon  was  fo  low,  as  appa¬ 
rently  to  touch  the  fea ;  then  role 
again,  and  was  feen  much  above  the 
eliffs  on  the  French  coaft,  and  dis¬ 
appeared  in  the  horizon  far  beyond 
them.  The  balloon  reached  the 
continent  between  Calais  and  Bou¬ 
logne  ;  was  feen  by  glaffes  from  the 
Englilh  Ihore  till  ten  minntes  pall 
three,  far  over  the  land ;  and  an 
account  was  brought  by  a  king’s 
cutter,  at  five  o’clock,  that  the  bal¬ 
loon  defcended  at  twenty-five  mi¬ 
nutes  paft  three,  at  Banni.  Mr. 
Blanchard  was  in  the  higheft  Spirits 
at  his  departure. — It  was  exceeding 
cold.-^-He  wore  his  great  coat. — - 
Dr.  Jefferies  was  in  a  light  Sailor’s 
drefs. 

No  certain  accounts  have  as  yet 
been  received  from  France  of  their 
arrival,  but  there  is  not  the  lead: 
doubt  entertained  at-  Dover  of  the 
balloon  having  eroded  the  channel, 
as  the  French  coaft  could  be  clearly 
discovered  as  well  as  the  balloon. 
This  is  the  Sixth  voyage  performed 
by  Mr.  Blanchard  in  this  balloon, 
and  one  of  the  moft  Singular  and 
bold  attempts  ever  made  by  man. 
Mr.  Blanchard  and  Dr.  Jefferies 
have  the  honour  of  being  the  firft 
aerial  mariners. 

Mr.  Blanchard  has  taken  with 
him  to  France  letters  from  the  prince 
of  Wales,  the  duchefs  of  Devon- 
fit  ire,  and.  many  of  the  nobility,  to 
madame  de  Polignac,  count  d? Ar¬ 
tois,  the  due  de  Chartres,  and  moft 
of  the  principal  perfonages  of  the 
French  court. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Jefferies , 
dated  Calais ,  Jan.  8,  1.785. 

<c  Heaven  has  crowned  my  ut> 
moft  wifties  with  fuccefs ;  I  cannot 
deferibe  to  you  the  magnificence  of 
our  voyage.  When  about  mid-chan¬ 
nel,  and  at  a  high  elevation,  we 
had  Such  a  profpedf  of  the  country 
as  furpafles  my  deferiptive  faculties  ; 
when  two-thirds  over,  we  had  ex¬ 
pended  the  whole  of  our  ballaft.  At 
about  five  or  fix  miles  from  the 
French  coaft,  we  were  again  falling 
rapidly  towards  the  fea,  on  which 
occafion  my  noble  little  captain  gave 
orders,  and  fet  the  example,  by  be¬ 
ginning  to  ftrip  our  aerial  car,  firft 
of  our  Silk  and  finery  ;  this  not 
giving  us  fufficient  releafe,  we  call 
one  wing,  then  the  other ;  after 
which  I  was  obliged  to  unferew  and 
caft  away  our  moulinet  ;  yet  Still  ap¬ 
proaching  the  fea  very  faft,  and  the 
boats  being  much  alarmed  for  us, 
we,  though  unwillingly,  caft  away 
firft  one  anchor,  then  the  other  ;  af¬ 
ter  which,  my  little  hero  ftripped, 
and  threw  away  his  coat  (great 
coat).  On  this  I  was  compelled  to 
follow  his  example.  Then  he 
ftripped,  and  caft  away  his  trowfers. 
We  put  on  our  cork  jackets,  and 
Were,  God  knows  how,  but  as  merry 
as  grigs,  to  think  how  we  Should 
fplatter  in  the  water.  We  had  a 
fixed  cord,  &c.  to  mount  into  our 
upper  ftory,  and  I  believe  both  of 
us,  as  though  inipired,  felt  ourfelves 
confident  of  fuccefs  in  the  event. 
Luckily,  at  this  inftant,  we  found 
the  mercury  beginning  to  fall  in  the 
barometer,  and  we  foon  afeended 
much  higher  than  ever  before,  and 
made  a  moft  beautiful  and  lofty  en¬ 
tree  into  France  exaflly  at  three 
o’clock.  We  entered  rifing,  and  to 
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filch  a  height,  that  the  arch  we  de- 
fcribed  brought  us  down  juft  twelve 
miles  into  the  country,  when  we  de- 
fcended  moft  tranquilly  into  the 
midft  of  the  for  eft  De  Felmores ,  al- 
moft  as  naked  as  the  trees,  not  an 
inch  of  cord  or  rope  left,  no  anchor, 
or  any  thing  elfe  to  help  us,  nor  a 
being  within  feveral  miles.  My 
good  little  captain  begged  for  all  my 
exertion  to  flop  at  the  top  of  the  firft 
tree  I  could  reach.  I  fucceedea  be¬ 
yond  my  co'mprehenfion,  and  you 
would  have  laughed  to  fee  us,  each 
without  a  coat  of  any  fort,  Mr. 
Blanchard  aflifting  at  the  valve,  and 
I  holding  the  top  of  a  lofty  tree, 
and  the  balloon  playing  to  and  fro 
over  us,  holding  almoft  too  fevere  a 
conteft  for  my  arms.  It  took  exactly 
twenty-eight  minutes  to  let  out  air 
enough  to  relieve  the  balloon  with¬ 
out  injury.  We  foon  heard  the 
wood  furrounded  with  footmen, 
horfemen,  &c.  and  received  every 
poftible  aiTiftance  from  them,  I  was 
ioon  well  mounted,  and  had  a  fine 
gallop  offeven  miles.  We  were  in¬ 
vited  to  the  chateau  or  feat  of  mon- 
fieur  de  Sandrouin,  where  we  re¬ 
ceived  every  polite  attention,  and 
v/ere  led  through  a  noble  fuite  of  a- 
partments,  to  partake  of  an  elegant 
refrefhment,  & c.  and  at  nine  o’clock 
fent  aw'ay  in  an  elegant  chariot  and 
fix  horfes,  but  under  a  promife  that 
we  would  call  at  the  chateau  of  Mr. 
Brounot,  at  Arainghan,  where  we 
ftaid  about  an  hour,  and  then  fet  off 
again  as  before  towards  Calais, 
where  we  arrived  between  one  and 
two  o’clock  this  morning.  I  was 
furprifed  to  find  the  difficulties  of  ac- 
cefs  ;  five  very  ftrong  gates,  bridges, 
&c.  the  guards  very  vigilant,  but 
had  all  orders  to  let  us  pafs,  the 
commandant  having  fat  up  for  us. 
We  vinted  him,  and  were  very  po¬ 


litely  received  j  but  the  attentions 
of  Mr.  Mouron  and  his  family  ex¬ 
ceeded  all  defcription.  This  morn¬ 
ing  the  mayor,  governor,  command¬ 
ant,  the  officers  in  a  body,  the 
king’s  attorney  general,  & c.  have 
been  to  pay  us  a  congratulatory  vi- 
fit ;  and  we  have  been  complimented 
as  they  compliment  the  king  alone, 
by  fending  us  the  wine  of  the  city. 
A  patent  is  now  making  out  to  make 
my  captain  a  citizen  of  Calais.  We 
are  receiving  honours  and  atten¬ 
tions  much  above  our  merit.*  * 

To  the  above  account  we  have 
authority  to  add,  that  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  Calais  have  come  to  a  refo- 
lution  of  erecting  a  monument  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  two 
intrepid  aeronauts. 

Ext  raff  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Blan¬ 
chard,  dated  Calais,  fan.  8. 

“  We  arrived  here  fafe  and  well, 
and  are  at  this  moment  with  Mr. 
Mouron,  to  whole  houfe  we  came 
laft  night.  At  the  inftant  of  my 
writing  to  you,  the  magiftrates  are 
bufy  in  preparing  a  patent  to  make 
me  a  citizen  of  Calais.  To  this, 
fingular  honour,  they  have  added 
that  of  fending  me  the  wine  of  the 
city,  a  compliment  paid  only  to 
royalty,  and  inviting  me  to  a  pub¬ 
lic  dinner.  I  cannot  exprefs  my 
feelings  on  thofe  marks  of  favour, 
which  honour  me  far  more  highly 
than  my  feeble  efforts  have  de- 
ferved. 

“  Mr.  le  commandant,  who  had 
fo  politely  attended  our  arrival,  and 
made  the  gates  of  the  city  to  be 
opened  to  us,  has  behaved  in  a  man¬ 
ner  not  lefs  flattering.  They  drew 
out  their  cannon  to  ialute  us  imme¬ 
diately  on  our  appearing  above  the 
French  coaft  ;  and  I  can  fcarcely  fi- 
nifh  this  Ihort  billet,  fo  eager  are 
[  rl  3  they 
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they  to  felicitate  me  on  an  event 
which  has  doubtlefs  been  attended 
with  much  danger  ;  for  we  were  two 
hours  on  the  fea,  and  had  never 
reached  hither,  but  by  dripping  our- 
felves  of  all  our  clothes.  By  the 
jiext  poft  I  will  give  you  a  more  ex- 
ad  and  circumftantial  detail. 
i(  I  am,  &c. 

\  "  BLANCHARD.0 


Mefolutions  and  Addrefs  to  the  People 
of  Ireland ,  by  the  Irijh  Delegates . 

¥  he  following  authentic  Paper 
has  been  publijhed  by  the  Irish 
Congress ,  fence  their  left  Ad ■" 
journment. 

National  Affembly  of  Delegates, 
for  promoting  a  more  equal  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people  in  par¬ 
liament,  held  in  Dublin  ori 
Thurfday,  the  20th  of  January, 
378s »  and  from  thence  continued 
till  Friday,  the  4th  of  February 
following,  purfuant  to  adjourn¬ 
ment  froip.  the  27th  of  October, 
5784.- 

A  Motion  being  made  and  fe~ 
conded,  that  a  printed  paper, 
entitled,  44  A  Third  Addrefs  from 
the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Infor¬ 
mation,  to  the  People  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,”  be  now  read  5 
and  the  queftion  being  put,  and  car¬ 
ried  unanimonfly  in  the  affirmative, 
the  fame  was  read  accordingly. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the 
faid  addrefs,  as  relating  to  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform,  comes  properly 
within  the  confideration  of  this  af- 
fembly. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the 
faid  addrefs  appears  to  be  intended 
to  promote  and  defend  the  rights 


of  the  fubjefls  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  conjointly. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  affembly,  that 
the  expreffions  of  affectionate  regard 
and  common  intereft  between  the 
two  kingdoms,  contained  in  faid  ad¬ 
drefs,  demand  grateful  applaufe, 
and  the  kindeft  acknowledgments 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ; 
and  that  it  appears  to  be  the  wifh 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  e- 
qually  for  the  advantage  of  both 
kingdoms,  that  fuch  fentiments  of 
mutual  friendffiip  fliould  be  uni- 
verfally  cherifhed  between  the  two 
countries. 

Refolved  therefore  unanimoufly. 
That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolutions 
be  tranfmitted  to  ihe-faid  fociety,  as 
a  token  of  the  grateful  and  brotherly 
regards  towards  them,  entertained 
by  the  affembly  of  Delegates,  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  promoting  a  parlia¬ 
mentary' reform  in  Ireland. 

Refolved  unanimoufiy.  That  a 
fufficient  number  of  copies  of  the 
following  addrefs  be  printed,  and 
that  the  fame  be  publiffied  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  our 
prefident  have  power  to  convene  this 
affembly  prior  to  the  day  of  adjourn¬ 
ment,  if  occafion  fhall  require. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the 
thanks  of  this  affembly  be  given  to 
our  worthy  prefjdent,  William  Shar- 
man,  efq;  for  his  very  upright,  able, 
and  fpirited  conduct  in  the  chair. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the 
thanks  of  this  affembly  be  given  to 
Simon  Ifaac,  efq;  our  worthy  mem¬ 
ber,  for  his  very  proper  and  impar¬ 
tial  conduct  as  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the 
thanks  of  this  affembly  be  given  to 
our  worthy  member,  John  Talbot 

Afhenhurfl, 
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Aftienhurft,  efq;  for  a&ing  as  fecre- 
tary,  and  for  his  proper  condud  and 
attention  to  this  affembly. 

Refolved  unanimouily,  That  this 
affembly  do  now  adjourn  till  Wed- 
nefday,  the  20th  of  April  next,  then 
to  meet  in  Dublin. 

To  the  PEOPLE  of  IRELAND. 

WE,  the  affembly  of  delegates, 
for  promoting  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form,  have  deliberated  with  care, 
and  with  the  warraeit  zeal,  upon  the 
Aibjeds  referred  to  our  confidera- 
tion.  We  have,  therefore,  content¬ 
ed  ourfelves  for  the  prefen t,  with 
confidering  and  reducing  into  fome 
order  the  materials  which  we  have 
hitherto  been  able  to  colled,  leav¬ 
ing  to  a  future  meeting  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  affording  further  lights, 
conicious  at  the  fame  time  how  much 
muft  be  referred  to  parliament. 

Continue  to  cherifh  an  affedHcn- 
ate  attachment  to  his  majelly,  and  a 
reliance  on  his  paternal  attention  to 
the  liberties  of  his  fubjeds,  fruiting 
that  his  majeity’s  councils,  and  the 
wifdom  of  parliament,  will  devife 
fome  effectual  means  to  gratify  the 
-wifhes  of  a  peaceable  and  loyal 
people. 

Perfevere  in  &  due  -refped  to  the 
authority  of  the  laws,  and  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  legiflature. 

Encourage  thofe  kind  fentiments 
of  affection  to  Great  Britain,  which 
already  animate  this  country,  and 
which  ought  to  fubfilt  between  aflo- 
ciates  in  the  caufe  of  freedom. 

Turn  your  attention  to  thofe 
grievances  which  have  called  forth 
the  voice,  and  awakened  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  remem¬ 
ber,  that  this  country  labours  under 
a  more  enormous  and  complicated 
ufurpation. 


Your  right  to  a  controul  over 
your  repreientatives,  by  frequency 
of  eledion,  has  been  infringed.— 
Oaths  are  multiplied  upon  eledors, 
whilfl  the  confciences  of  the  tleded 
are  left  at  large.  Your  counties 
groan  under  ariflocratic  combina¬ 
tions  ;  and,  even  if  they  were  free, 
their  members  compofe  but  a  fifth, 
whillt  a  few  individuals  nominate  a 
large  majority  of  the  representative 
body.  The  freedom  of  your  cities 
has  been  undermined  by  perverfion 
of  their  charters ;  and  their  inde¬ 
pendence  is  oppreffed  by  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  fraudulent  eledors.  —  Places 
and  penfions  are  the  rewards  of  apof- 
tacy. — Your  boroughs  are  become 
the  property  of  individuals,  which 
they  notorioufly  barter  for  gain, 
and  a  price  is  thus  fet  on  the  rights 
■of  a  people. 

If  thefe  enormities  be  not  cor- 
reded,  the  houfe  of  commons  may  in 
time  become  fo  degraded  by  vena¬ 
lity,  and  disfigured  by  innovation, 
that  the  belt  admin  ill  ration  may  find 
■corruption  a  necelfary  engine  of  go¬ 
vernment.  The  rapacity  of  your 
reprefentatives  may  prey  upon  the 
earnings  of  your  indullry.  The 
protedors  of  your  rights  may  receive 
the  wages  of  treachery.  The  truf- 
tees  of  the  people  may  become  the 
partifans  of  fadious  nobles.  The 
prerogative  of  the  crown  and  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  fubjed  may  be  equally 
overwhelmed,  and  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  may  at  length  ceafe  to  be  the 
reprefentative  of  the  people. 

We  conjure  you  to  look  back  to 
the  glory  of  your  former  fucceftes  ; 
and  w.e  folemnly  remind  you,  that 
the  (acred  honour  of  the  nation  is 
pledged  for  the  attainment  of  a  par¬ 
liamentary  reform  ;  without  that, 
the  accompli  foment  of  this  great 
f  T]  4  objed. 
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cbj  eft,  your  commercial  interefts,  are 
insecure,  and  the  independence  of 
your  legislature  but  a  name. 

You  have  Sent  us  to  confult  upon 
the  means  of  redreffing  your  griev¬ 
ances.  We  have  told  you  the  pro- 
grefs  of  our  deliberations,  we  exhort 
you  to  recollect,  that  upon  your- 
felves  depends  the  completion  of 
your  wifhes.  Shun  the  extremes  of 
temerity  and  indolence.  Keep  alive 
the  fpirit,  but  let  prudence  regulate 
the  activity  of  your  zeal.  Believe., 
for  you  feel  it,  that  patriotiim  ex- 
ills  ;  be  warned,  but  not  reduced, 
by  the  example  of  thofe,  who  have 
ufurped  your  rights ;  nor  think  that 
the  dignity  of  conftitutional  ahem- 
blies  can  be  degraded  by  the  mock¬ 
ery  of  men  who  add  infult  to  op- 
prefhon.  Reward  with  your  favour, 
and  encourage,  with  your  confidence, 
thofe  who  have  hood  forward  in 
your  caufe,  from  the  threats  of  un- 
conftitutional  power,  which  endea¬ 
vours  to  fubdue  the  unconquerable 
fpirit  of  a  free  people.  Informed  of 
what  the  iaws  permit,  neither  tranf- 
grefs  their  bounds,  nor  diftruh  their 
protection.  Lawyers  may  cavil 
about  forms,  but  your  rights  are  un¬ 


alienable,  and  redrefs  is  in  your 
power.  Cunning,  cabal,  and  vio¬ 
lence,  are  oppofed  to  prudence, 
union,  and  perfeverance.  Time 
lhall  iead  us  tofuccefs,  and  we  lhall 
wear  thofe  honours  well,  which  we 
lhall  have  obtained  by  honorable 
exertions. —This  ftruggle  for  their 
liberties  will  inform  the  minds,  and 
fortify  the  hearts  of  Irifhmen ;  and 
when  they  lhall  have  obtained,  they 
will  have  fenfe  to  perceive  and  re- 
folution  to  preferve  the  blefilngs  of 
a  free  conllitution.-— Teach  polte- 
rity,  that  temper  and  firmnefs  can 
produce  what  in  other  countries  has 
been  acccmplilhed  by  blood,— Per- 


fevere  therefore,  unlefs  you  would 
be  the  mockery  of  the  world,  and 
would  have  your  triumph  of  yefter- 
day  become  the  reproach  of  to-day. 

W.  SHARMAN,  Prelident. 

J.  T.  ASHENHURST,  Sec, 


P articular s  relative  to  the  unfortunate 
Death  of  M .  Pilatre  du  Refers, 
and  M.  Remain,  who  perijhed from, 
their  B.alloorf s  taking  Fire,  'while 
they  were  at  the  Height  of  three- 
fourths  of  a  Mile  from  the  Earth , 

Wednefday ,  June  l$th* 

A  BALLOON  was  launched, 
/i  from  Boulogne,  in  France, 
which  took  up  Monfieur  Pilatre  da 
Rofiere,  a  ad  another  gentleman  : 
when  they  were  at  an  amazing 
height,  the  balloon  took  fire,  burnt 
the  cords  by  which  the  car  was  fuf- 
pended,  and  the  above  gentlemen 
were  dafhed  to  pieces  in  a  manner 
too  Ihockmg  to  mention. 

Ext  rack  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Feet  or,  at 
Dover,  dated  Boulogne,  June  15, 
i785- 

i(  As  you  will  naturally  be  deli- 
rous  to  know  the  particulars  of  the 
unhappy  fate  of  our  two  aeronauts, 
who  perifhed  this  morning,  you 
may  depend  on  the  following,  of 
which  I  was  an  eye-witnefs. 

At  a  quarter  pall  feven  they 
afeended,  and  for  the  firll  twenty 
minutes  appeared  to  take  the  bell 
poliible  dilution  ;  when,  for  a  few 
feconds,  they  appeared  flationury  ; 
then  took  a  direction,  to  the  left,  to¬ 
wards  Portee  ;  then  a  contrary  di¬ 
rection,  and  at  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile’s  height  the  whole  was  in 
fames,  from  the  fire  of  the  Mont¬ 
golfier,  and  fell  with  incredible  ve¬ 
locity  on  Huitmille  Warr-«j  where 

>he 
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flie  two  unfortunate  adventurers  were 
found,  inllantly  on  their  fall,  Pi- 
latre  with  his  thighs  both  broke, 
and  a  violent  contufion  on  his 
brealt ;  he  was  dead  before  his  de- 
fcent,  apparently.  Romain  had 
both  his  legs  broken,  and  moll  of 
his  limbs  disjointed,  but  breathed 
for  fome  moments,  and  uttered  the 
exclamation,  O  Jefu  !  and  inllantly 
expired. 

Excufe  me  ;  thefubjefl  has  fo 
afFefrcd  me,  that  I  can  fay  no  more. 
There  were  faggots  and  haves  all 
round  the  gallery,  and  the  fire  ac^ 
tuallv  blew  about  the  gallery  at  the 
moment  of  their  alcenfion.  The 
whole  fcene  lalted,  about  fifty  mi¬ 
nutes.’  ’ 

The  unfortunate  M.  Pilatre  de 
Rofiere,  was  the  perfon  that  ven¬ 
tured  firfl:  to  fail  through  the  unex¬ 
plored  fields  of  air,  in  company  with 
M.  d’Arlande  at  Paris ;  it  is  a  mif- 
taken  notion  that  M.  Montgolfier 
fir  ft  afcended  with  a  balloon  ;  true 
it  is,  that  he  invented,  but  did  not 
trull:  himfelf  with  one  off  terra  firma. 
About  three  months  ago,  a  new 
Muieum  was  opened  at  Paris,  u  idsr 
the  fa  notion  of  the  royal  family  and 
nobility  of  France,  called  Rofiere’s 
Muieum,  for,  independent  of  his 
(kill  in  aeroltation,  he  was  a  man  of 
extraordinary  knowledge  and  fci- 
ence  ;  and  his  love  and  ardent  de¬ 
fire  of  improving  aeroltation,  may 
be  faid  to  have  been  the  caufe  of 
his  death  :  his  machine,  a  Carolo 
Montgolfier,  was  conitrudted  in  the 
following  method — in  order  to  try  a 
new  experiment  he  made  a  fmall 
balloon,  filled  with  inflammable  air, 
which  he  fixed  topmoft,  fufpended 
to  which  was  an  enormous  Mont¬ 
golfier  (a  balloon  of  rarified  air)  to 
{upply  which,  he  was  obliged  to 


carry  up  a  fire  fufpended  to  that  as 
well  as  the  gallery,  which  was  the 
cruel  caufe  of  the  very  melancholy 
difaiter  ;  the  whole  apparatus  was 
above  70  feet  high,  and  formed  in 
its  alcenfion  an  aitonilhing  fpec- 
tacle. 

It  feems  agreed  that  they  came 
down  to  the  ground  alive,  notwiths¬ 
tanding  the  altitude,  and  the  re¬ 
ceived  opinion  of  the  probability  of 
the  contrary,  for  they  fell  in  a  per¬ 
pendicular  pofition,  as  it  proved  in 
the  dreadful  fraftures  of  their  legs, 
from  the  violent  concufiion  on  the 
ground.  Befides,  a  man  who  was 
working  in  a  field,  heard  Monfi 
de  Romain  fay  fomething  in  his  de- 
fcent  through  a  fpeaking  trumpet, 
but  what,  he  could  not  tell.  In 
the  hiflory  of  human  calamities  and 
tragical  events,  one  can  fcarcely  be 
produced  more  truly  Ihocking,  more 
awfully  imprelfive  than  this. — Ro- 
fiere’s  fate  is  lamented  by  every 
one  here,  as  he  conciliated  the  a f- 
fedfions  of  all  by  the  urbanity  and 
elegance  of  his  manners  ;  he  was  a 
fcholar  and  a  fcientific  character, 
and  high  in  favour  with  the  king  of 
France.  His  mutilated  remains, 
with  thofe  of  his  companion,  were 
interred  a  few  hours  after  the  acci¬ 
dent,  .at  the -village  near  which  they 
loir  their  lives. — A  dp&rinal  lefifon 
in  their  fate  is  held  out  to  thofe  wdio 
may  in  future  be  tempted  to  luch 
ufelefs  atchievements,  of  no  benefit 
to  mankind  or  thcmfelves.  Let 
fuch,  when  they  conceive  the  idea 
of  navigating  an  element,  never 
intended  to  be  fo  by  man,  remem¬ 
ber  the  fato  of  Icarus  and  Phaeton, 
but  more  fo  the  real  fall  of  Pilatre 
de  Rofiere  1 

EP1TAPHE, 

Cy  git  le  brave  De  Rozier, 

Qui  a’’ mi  ballon,  fut  le  premier* 

Diriger 
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Diriger  la  marche  rapide  ; 

11  fut  heureux  ;  il  fut  content ; 

Mais  maintenant  la  mort  acuide 

Du  ballon  fait  fon  monument. 

FREE  TRANSLATION  OF  THE 
ABOVE. 

Sacred  to  thee,  Rofiere,  this  ftone. 
Who  firll  th’  advent’rous  art 
effay’d. 

To  rule  at  will  the  fwift  balloon, 
Amidft  the  ambient  air  dif- 
play’d  ; 

When  from  Death’s  liore  a  cruel  dart 
was  fent. 

To  make  thy  Aeronaut  thy  Monu¬ 
ment  1 

M.  Pilatre  de  Rofiere  was  in  Eng¬ 
land  a  fortnight  ago,  and  dined  at 
lord  Or  ford’s,  at  Blackheath,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Blanchard,  on 
the  King’s  birth-day,  and  he  left 
London  with  the  Marquis  de  la  Mai- 
fonfort,  whom  he  had  promifed 
fhould  accompany  him  in  his  expe  - 
dition  acrofs  the  channel ;  but  on  his 
arrival  at  Boulogne,  M.  Romain 
in  fifed  on  a  prior  promife  of  af- 
cending  with  him,-  and  thus  the 
Marquis  may  thank  his  better  liars 
that  he  has  efcaped  this  horrible  dif- 
after.  A  monument  has  been  ered- 
ed  by  the  king  of  France’s  order, 
on  the  fpct  where  M.  Rofiere  de¬ 
fended  in  his  frit  expedition,  and 
we  hear  another  monument  is  to  be 
erected  at  Boulogne,  in  memory  of 
this  too  cruel  catallrophe. 

M.  Pilatre  de  Rofiere  afcended 
with  different  balloons  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  kings  of  France  and 
Sweden,  emperor  of  Germany,  and 
q>rince  Henry  of  Pruffia,  and  it  was 
his  intention,  on  his  arrival  in  Eng¬ 
land,  after  croffmg  the  fea,  to  have 
made  feveral  experiments  in  Lon¬ 
don.  tie  was  a  gentleman  of  con- 
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fiderable  fortune,  and  very  much 
efeemed  by  the  fcientilic  all  over 
Europe. 

M.  Pilatre  de  Rofiere  was  born  in 
Franche  Compte.  He  was  placed 
as  an  apprentice  to  an  apothecary, 
from  whom  he  foon  ran  away  to 
Paris,  finding  his  genius  fuperior  to 
fo  retired  a  fituation.  He  com¬ 
menced  the  lludy  of  natural  philofo- 
phy  and  phyfic,  and,  having  ac¬ 
quired  reputation,  became  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  royal  attention,  and  was  ho¬ 
noured  by  the  king’s  commands  to 
make  the  firft  afcent  in  a  Montgol¬ 
fier,  conllruded  by  the  order,  and 
at  the  expence  of  his  majelly.— - 
He  fucceeded  to  his  wilh,  and  ob¬ 
tained  a  very  handfome  penfion,  and 
feveral  honourable  and  lucrative 
employments.  The  king  having 
fuggefed  a  wilh  that  he  Ihould  crofs 
the  channel  from  Boulogne,  he  re¬ 
paired  to  that  place  in  the  winter, 
and  conllruded  a  balloon  at  his  ma- 
jelly’s  expence. -—He  had  waited  at 
that  place  feveral  months  for  a  fa?- 
vourable  wind,  and  there  fell  in 
love  with  a  young;  lady  (a  Mifs 
Dyer,  a  great  fortune  in  Yorldhire) 
fent  from  England  to  learn  the 
French  language,  and  very  lately 
returned  home.  His  apprehenfion 
that  her  charms  might  produce  the 
fame  effed  in  England  induced  him 
immediately  to  follow  her,  and  he 
obtained  the  approbation  of  her 
friends,  who,  on  enquiry,  finding 
the  connedion  would  be  advanta¬ 
geous  and  honourable,  confented  it 
Ihould  take  place  immediately  on 
his  return  to  England.  Every  ten¬ 
der  mind  mull  partake  of  the  dif- 
trefs  this  poor  young  lady  will  feel 
from  fo  horrid  a  catallrophe,  when  it 
comes  to  her  knowledge. 

The  unfortunate  Pilatre  de  Ro¬ 
fiere,  a  few  days  previous  to  his  late 

departure 
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departure  for  France,  fat  for  his 
portrait  to  Ruffell,  by  which  cir- 
cumftance  a  very  ftriking  likenefs 
is  preferred  of  that  celebrated  phi- 
lofopher. 


Extrads  from  Dr.  Burney's  Account 
of  the  Commemoration  of  Handel , 
in  May  1784. 

il  T  the  general  rehearfal  in 
JL  \  the  abbey*,  more  than  500 
perfons  got  admifiion,  in  fpite  of 
every  endeavour  to  prevent  it. 
This  fuggefted  the  idea  of  turning 
the  eagerneis  of  the  public  to  fome 
profitable  account  for  the  charity, 
by  fixing  the  price  of  admiiiion  at 
half  a  guinea  each  perfon.  The 
pleafure  and  aftonifhrnent  of  the  au¬ 
dience  at  the  great  effects  of  this 
fir  11:  experiment,  were  not  without 
their  ufe  ;  for  the  public  in  general 
did  not  manifeft  much  eagernefs  in 
fecuring  tickets  until  after  this  re¬ 
hearfal,  Friday  May  21,  which  was 
reported  to  have  aftonifhed  even 
the  performers  themfelves.  But  the 
undertaking  became  fo  interefting 
by  this  favourable  rumour,  and  the 
demand  for  tickets  fo  great,  that  it 
was  found  neceffary  to  clofe  the  fub- 
fcription  ;  which  was  done  fo  rigo- 
jroufly,  that  Dr.  Burney,  on  Mon¬ 
day  24th,  could  not  obtain  of  the 
managers  tickets  of  any  kind,  on 
any  terms,  for  fome  friends,  who 
had  neglected  to  give  in  their  names 
fooner. 

So  many  families  and  individuals 
were  attrafled  to  the  capital,  that 
the  town  was  never  fo  full  fo  late  in 
the  year,  except  at  the  coronation. 
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Many  of  the  performers  came  un- 
folicited,  from  the  remcteft  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  at  their  own  expencc. 

Foreigners,  particularly  the 
French,  muft  have  been  aftonilhed 
at  fo  numerous  a  band,  moving  in 
fuch  exaft  meafure,  without  the  af~ 
fiftance  of  a  Coryphaeus  to  beat  time, 
Roufteau  fays,  that  <c  the  mors, 
time  is  beaten,  the  lefs  it  is  kept.” 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  Fury  of  the 
mufical -general  encreafing  with  the 
confufion  of  his  troops,  he  becomes 
more  violent,  and  his  gefticulations 
more  ridiculous,  in  proportion  to 
their  dilorder.  The  celebrated 
Lulli  may  be  faid  to  have  beat  him- 
felf  to  death  ;  for  in  regulating 
with  his  cane  a  TeDeum ,  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  Lewis  XIV,  in  1686,  he 
wounded  his  foot  in  fo  violent  a 
manner,  that  it  mortified,  and  lie 
expired  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 

This  is  the  fir  ft  inftance  of  any 
numerous  band  performing  without 
the  afuftance  of  a  manu-dudor  to 
regulate  the  meafure.  The  totality 
of  found  feemed  to  proceed  from  one 
voice  and  one  inftrument. 

Thefe  eftefls  will  be  long  remem¬ 
bered  by  the  prefen.t  public,  per¬ 
haps  to  the  disadvantage  of  all  other 

I  o 

choral  performances  ;  run  the  rifk 
of  being  doubted  by  all  but  thofe 
who  heard  them  ;  and  the  prefent 
defcription  of  being  pronounced 
fabulous,  fhould  it  furvive  the  pre¬ 
fent  generation. 

fhe  Five  Performances . 

Dr.  Burney,  in  remarking  on  the 
firft  day’s  performance,  fays,  fuch 
ftillnefs  reigned,  as  perhaps  never 
happened  before  in  fo  large  an  af- 


*  As  the  commemoration  of  Handel  is  now  intended  to  return  annually,  and 
as  the  years  1784  and  5  have  fo  nearly  refembied  each  other,  both  with  refpeft  to 
the  muiic  and  the  induftry  of  the  performers,  we  fha.ll  give  this  one  account  as 
for  both, 

feoa-bly ; 


33*]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784-5. 


fembly  ;  and  the  midnight  hour  was 
never  founded  in  more  perfect  tran¬ 
quillity,  than  every  note  of  thefe 
compodfcions.  During  his  travels 
in  Europe,  he  never  obferved  io 
much  curiofity  excited,  attention  be¬ 
llowed,  or  fatisfaftion  glow,  in  the 
countenances  of  thofe  prefent,  as  on 
tills  occaficn.  The  effects  were  inch 
as  modern  times  have  never  before 
experienced.  The  choral  power  of 
harmonic  combinations  affe&ed  forne 
to  tears  and  fainting  ;  while  others 
were  melted  and  enrapt  by  the  ex- 
quifite  fweetnefs  of  fmgle  founds. 
When  the  defter  happened  to  turn 
his  eyes  from  the  performers,  he 
fiaw  nothing  "but  tears  of  extafy,  and 
looks' of  wonder  and  delight. 

At  the  fecond  performance  at  the 
Pantheon,  the  audience  were  nei¬ 
ther  fo  attentive,  nor  fo  willing  to  be 
pleafed,  as  at  the  abbey ;  though 
the  band  this  night  confided  of  two 
hundred  of  the  mod  fe left  perform¬ 
ers,  with  the  addition  of  Signor  Pac- 
cliierottL 

On  the  third  day,  when  Mara  was 
performing  the  affehting  air'  with 
which  the  third  part  of  the  Me  hi  all 
l.s  opened,  there  was  no  eye  within 
Dr.  Burney’s  view  which  did  not 

<£  Silently  a  gentle  tear  let  fall.” 

At  the  rehearfal  of  the  fourth  per¬ 
formance,  upwards  of  Boo  paid  half 
a  guinea  each  for  admiffion. 

During  the  fourth  performance, 
at  the  fecond  drain  in  the  chorus  in 
Edher,  44  Earth  trembles,”  &c. 
there  is  a  grandeur  of  expredion  and 
efFeft,  which,  as  it  was  the  firfr  time 
Dr.  Burney  had  heard  it  performed, 
afled  on  his  feelings  in  a  very  un¬ 
common  manner. 


The  company  on  the  fifth  day 
feemed  of  a  higher  clafs  than  had 
yet  appeared.  In  this  performance, 
when  the  whole  chorus  from  each 
fide  of  the  orfifcedra,  joined  by  all 
the  indruments,  burd  cut,  4  ‘  He  is 
the  King  of  Glory  the  efxedt  was 
fo  admirable,  that  tears  came  into 
the  eyes  of  feveral  of  the  perform¬ 
ers  ;  neither  was  this  eilebt  fuperfi- 
cial,  or  confined  to  the  orchedra. 

For  accuracy  of  execution,  and 
grandeur  of  eftefl,  the  three  lad 
performances  merited  dill  warmer 
praife  than  the  two  fir  ft. 

Extract  fro?n  Count  Benincafef s  * 
Letter  to  Dr.  Burney . 

I  (hall  long  have  before  my 
eyes  that  beautiful  temple,  whole 
pointed  vaults  afeend  to  Heaven ; 
that  immenle  crowd  of  the  mod 
beautiful  and  wealthy  inhabitants 
of  the  f.rd  city  in  the  univerfe  ; 
the  intereding  ipectacle  of  a  royal 
family,  whole  beauty  charms,  and 
whofe  gcodnels  captivates,  every 
eye  and  heart ;  and  that  prodigious 
orchedra,  which  never  before  had 
exidence  on  the  earth  ;  and  which, 
by  its  admirable  arrangement,  Teem¬ 
ed,  like  mulic  itfelf,  to  defeend  from 
the  Ikies. 

4<  Since  the  inexhaudible  riches 
and  variety  of  harmony  were  fil'd 
displayed,  I  believe  that  it  has  not 
been  podible,  till  now,  to  ademble 
upwards  of  500  muficians  ;  and, 
which  is  dill  more  extraordinary, 
without  impeding, by  their  number % 
the  mod  accurate  and  finifhed  exe¬ 
cution.” 


'*  Count  Benincafa  is  a  Venetian  nobleman,  whofe  authority  in  the  rrmdeal 
world  Hands  very  high. 
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Though  upwards  of  500  muficians 
were  employed  in  the  Meiliah,  yet 
fuch  is  the  mufical  ftrength  of  this 
country?  that  it  could  have  furniih- 
ed  an  equal  number  for  the  other 
end  of  the  abbey,  with  Giardini, 
Barthelemon,  Salomon,  &c.  &c.  at 
their  head. 

Fund  for  decayed  Muficians ,  and  their 
Families. 

Dr.  Burney, in  an  appendix,  gives 
an  account  of  the  Mufical  Fund,  in- 
llituted  in  1738,  for  the  fupport  of 
decayed  muficians  and  their  fami¬ 
lies. 

Previoufly  to  the  grand  acceflion 
of  the  commemoration  money,  the 
focietv  had  been  honoured  with  but 
few  benefadlions.  In  1758,  Mr. 
Rojerc,  a  profeffional  fubfcriber, 
bequeathed  to  it  1  ool. ;  in  1760,  Mr. 
Waldron  ditto  50I.  ;  in  1782,  Mr. 
Mathias,  a  merchant  and  honorary 
fubfcriber,  50 1. ;  but  the  chief  be- 
queft  was  from  Handel,  who  left  the 
Society  1000I. 

The  fociety,  in  45  years,  accu¬ 
mulated  a  capital  of  1 2,000 1.  South 
Sea  annuities  and  three  per  cents, 
bolides  paying  their  indigent  bre¬ 
thren  and  their  families  24,814!. 
14s.  The  fociety  pays  at  prefent 
65  1.  1 6  s.  8d.  a  month,  or  790 1.  a 
year. 

The  commemoration  has  increaf- 
ed  the  capital  to  22,000!.  South 
Sea  annuities  and  three  per  cents  ; 
which  afcertains  an  income  of  678 1. 
a  year,  excluuve  of  benefit  or  fub- 
fcriptions. 

State  of  Money  received,  in  confequence 
of  the  Five  Commemoration  Mufi- 
cal  Performances.  From  Dr.  Bur¬ 
ney' s  Account. 

.Received  the  firffc 
day  at  Weflminfter- 


abbey,  Wednefday, 
May  26,  1784  — 

Second  perform¬ 
ance  in  the  Pantheon, 
Thurfday,  May  27 
Third  perform¬ 
ance  in  the  abbey, 
Saturday,  May  29 
Fourth  perform¬ 
ance,  Thurf.  June  3 
Fifth  performance, 
Saturday,  June  5 
At  three  ieveral  re- 
hearfals  in  Welhnin- 
Fer-abbey  and  Pan- 


2966  5  o 

1690  10  o 
2626  1  o 


1603  7  o 


2117  17  o 


theen 


His  Majefty’smoft 
gracious  donation 
By  fale  of  printed 
bocks  of  the  words 


Whole  receipts  12,736  12  10 


Dijou? foment  cf  Sums  expended  and 
appropriated  to  Charitable  Pur - 
fefes. 

To  Mr.  James 


Wyatt,  for  building 
in  the  abbey  and  the 
Pantheon 

1969 

12 

1 

0 

Mr.  Alhley,  for 
payment  of  the  band. 
See.  —  • — 

1976 

l7 

0 

Rent  and  illumi¬ 
nation  of  the  Pan¬ 
theon  —  — 

156 

16 

0 

Adverdfmg  in 
town  and  country  pa¬ 
pers  —  —— 

236 

19 

0 ' 

Printing  books  of 
the  words  — *  — — 

289 

2 

0 

Door-keepers 

102 

1 

6 

Uie  of  the  organ 

100 

0 

0 

High  and  petty 
conftables  — 

100 

5 

0 

Gratifications  — ^ 

167 

S 

0 

Engraving  cheques 

and 

/ 


# 
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and  tickets,  ftriking 
medals,  drawings, 
guards,  porters,  and 
fundry  incidents 
To  the  fociety  for 
decayed  muficians 
To  the  Weftmin- 
■fter  hofpital  — 

In  the  hands  of 
Redmond  Simpfon, 
fub-treafurer,  to  an- 
fwer  fubfequent  de¬ 
mands  —  —  286  6  6 

Whole  difourfe- 

jnent,  errrors  ex-  — - -- — — 

cepted  —  —  12,736  iz  10 

Redmond  Simpson. 

List  of  the  Directors. 

Earl  of  Exeter. 

Earl  of  Uxbridge. 

Earl  of  Sandwich. 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynne,  bart. 

Sir  Richard  Jebb,  bart. 

Assistant  Directors. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Cooke. 

Dr.  Samuel  Arnold. 

Red.  Simpfon,  efq. 

T.  S.  Dupuis,  efq. 

Mr.  John  Jones. 

Mr.  Theo.  Aylward. 

Mr.  Wm.  Parfons. 

Mr.  Edward  Ayrton. 

Cond  uctor,  Joah  Bates,  efq. 

T&e  following  is  a  Lift  cf  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Performers. 

INSTRUMENTAL. 

Firft  violins.  —  Meff.  Hay, 
Cramer,  Richards,  and  46  af- 
ii  ft  ants.  -  -  49 

Second  violins.—  Meff  Borg- 
hi,  Dance,  and  50  affiftants.  52 
Tenors. — Mr.N  Napier,  right 
6 


fide  ;  Mr.  Hackwood,  left  fide, 
and  30  affiftants.  —  -32 

Oboes. — Meff.  Vincent,  Fif- 
cher,  Eiffert,  Parke,  and  8  af¬ 
fiftants.  »  -  1 2 

Second  oboes. — Meff.  Arnult, 
Corniib,  and  1 2  affiftants.  -  14 
Flutes. — Mr.  Buckley,  and  6 
more  -  -  -  7 

Violoncellos.  MeiT.  Crof- 

dill,  Cervetto,  Paxton,  Mara, 
and  26  affiftants.  -  -•  30 

Baffioons. —  Meff.  Baumgar- 
ten,  Hogg>  Lyon,  Parkinfon, 
and  21  affiftants.  -  -  25 

D.  Baffoon. — Mr.  Afhley.  1 

D.  Baffes. — Meff.  Gariboldi, 

Rd.  Sharp,  Clagget,  Pafquali, 
and  14  affiftants.  -  -  18 

Trumpets. — Meff.  Serjeant, 
Jenkins,  Vinicomb,  and  11  af¬ 
fiftants.  -  -  -  14 

Trombones.  —  Meff.  Zinck, 
Miller,  and  Neibuker  3 

Horns.- — Mr.  Englifh,  and  1 1 
more  -  -  -12 

Drums.. — -Mr.  Nelfon,  and  3 
more.  -  -  -  4 

D.  Drums* — Mr.  Afhbridge  1 

,  VOCAL  PERFORMERS* 

Cantos. — Madam  Mara,Mifs 
Harwood,  Cantelo,  Abrams,  S. 
Abrams,  Sign.  Bartolini,  Pac- 
chierotti,  and  15  affiftants.  2 2 

Altos.— -Reverend  M.  Clark, 
Meff.  Dyne,  Knyvett,  and  48 
affiftants.  -  -  -31 

Tenors.  —  Meff.  Harrifon, 

N  orr  i  s  -  O  xford,  C  or  fe  -  S  al  ifo  ur  y , 
and  63  affiftants.  -  -  66 

Baffes.  —  Meff.  Champnefs, 
Reinhold,  Sign.  Tafca,  Mr. 
Matthews,  and  65  affiftants.  -  6j 

Total  of  the  band  482 

Weft 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784-f 


351  8  10 

6000  o  o 


IOOO  o  o 
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Weji  India  Meeting ,  on  the  Irijb 
Refolutions y  March  9. 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  Weft  In¬ 
dia  planters  and  merchants, 
convened  about  ten  days  ago,  for 
the  purpofe  of  conftdering  the  pro- 
pofitions  refpedling  the  final  com¬ 
mercial  fettlement  with  Ireland,  it 
was  determined  that  a  committee 
fhould  be  appointed,  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  fhould  appear  to  them 
beft,  for  preventing  any  mifchiefs 
which  might  arife  from  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Weft  India  produce  through 
the  medium  of  Ireland.  A  com¬ 
mittee  was  accordingly  appointed  *  ; 
who,  at  their  firft  meeting  refolved, 
as  the  moft  refpeftful  way  of  ob¬ 
taining  information,  that  a  depu¬ 
tation  from  them  ftiould  wiit  upon 
Mr.’  Pitt,  to  know  what  regulations 
and  reftx idtio ns  he  propofed  making, 
to  prevent  prejudice  to  their  body. 
This  deputation  waited  upon  him, 
and  were  told  that  he  had  not  form¬ 
ed  any  regulations  in  this  buftnefs  ; 
but  that  he  wifhed  to  have  fuch  as 
they  could  prepare.  Accordingly, 
a  felefi  committee  was  directed  to 
draw  up  fuch  regulations  as  they 
ftiould  think  beft  calculated  to  ef¬ 
fectuate  the  propofed  objed;  which 
fub-committee,  after  conftdering  the 
buftnefs  for  fome  time,  came  to  a 
refolution  to  the  following  effeft : 

Firft  refolution  in  the  fub-com¬ 
mittee  of  laft  Saturday. 


Refolved,  <f  That  after  the  moft 
deliberate  and  mature  conftderation, 
this  committee  cannot  fuggeft  or 
point  out  any  reftridions  and  regu¬ 
lations  fufficient,  in  their  opinion, 
to  prevent  the  pernicious  effeds 
which  will  arife  from  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Weft  India  produce  into 
Great  Britain,  through  the  medium 
of  Ireland.” 

This  refolution  was  reported  to 
the  Handing  committee,  who,  after 
confiderable  debate,  and  long  con- 
ftderation,  agreed  to  it,  and  con¬ 
firmed  it  on  Monday  iaft,  and  of 
confequence  came  to  a  refolution  to 
the  following  effed  : 

Refolved,  <c  That  it  is  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  committee,  that  an 
humble  petition  from  the  Weft 
India  planters  and  merchants,  fhould 
be  forthwith  prefented  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  ftating  their  alarms 
and  apprehenftons  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  commercial  adjuftment  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and 
praying  that  fo  much  of  the  faid 
commercial  adjuftment,  as  propofes 
to  allow  the  importation  of  Weft 
India  produce,  raw,  or  manufac¬ 
tured,  from  Ireland  into  Great 
Britain,  may  not  pafs  into  a  law  ; 
but  that  the  privilege  of  fupplying 
her  own  markets  with  the  produce 
of  her  own  colonies,  may  be  pre¬ 
ferred  inviolate  to  this  country  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  may,  if  necef- 
fary,  be  permitted  to  be  heard  by 


*  The  committee  appointed  by  the  general  meeting  of  Weft  India  planter* 
and  Merchants,  to  attend  the  proceedings  of  parliament  in  the  Irifh  buftnefs, 
and  to  propofe  neceffary  regulations  and  reftriCtions  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  coniifts  of  the  twelve  following  perfons  :  viz. 
Lord  Penrhyn,  member  for  Liverpool ;  Sir  Thomas  Charles  Bunbury,  late 
member  for  Suffolk,  j  Mr.  Beckford,  member  for  Arundel ;  Mr.  Fuller,  agent 
for  lamaica  ;  Mr.  Neave,  governor  of  the  Banh-j  Mr.  B.  Long,  Mr.  Bodding- 
ton,  directors  of  the  Bank }  Mr.  J.  Hankey  5  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  j  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Long  j  Mr.  Vaughan  j  and  Mr.  Spooner. 


counfel. 
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counfel,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe, 
in  fupportof  their  faid  petition.” 

March  18th. 

^The  following  are  ihe  federal  Regu¬ 
lations  and  Ref  visions  propofed 
by  way  of  Queries,  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
by  the  deputation  from  the  Wefi 
India  body,  on  Sunday  Morning 
laf,  the  13 th,  with  Mr.  PitPs 
Anfwers  to  them  refpedii'vely . 

It  being  the  opinion  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  meeting  of  Weft  India  planters 
and  merchants,  that  the  refolutions 
©f  the  Irilh  houfe  of  commons  will 
open  the  door  for  the  clandeftine 
importation  of  foreign  'Weft  India 
produce  into  Great  Britain,  unlefs 
proper  regulations  and  reftriCtions 
are  eftablilhed  to  prevent  it ; 

The  committee  deputed  by  them 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  fub- 
jeCt,  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  his 
confideration  the  following  queries, 
to  which  they  requeft  the  favour  of 
his  anfwer,  that  they  may  make  are- 
port  to  the  general  meeting  for  their 
concurrence. 

I.  Whether  we  may  depend  up¬ 
on  having  fuch  regulations  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  as  may  be  neceftary 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  fo¬ 
reign  Weft  India  produce  into  and 
from  our  i  Hands  ? 

.  Anfwer.  Yes,  as  far  as  depends 
-upon  Mr.  Pitt. 

II.  Whether  we  may  depend 

upon  the  Navigation  Laws  being 
complied  with  in  Ireland  repeal¬ 
ing  ihips  coining  from  the  I  Hands, 
fo  that  none  but  fuch  as  are  bona 
fide  Britith  or  Irilh,  or  made  free  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  regulations  in  Great 
Britain  for  that  purpofe,  be  admitted 
into  Ireland  ?  > 

Anfwer,  The  Navigation  Aft  is 


already  in  force.  Mr.  Pitt  has  ns 
doubt  that  what  new  regulations 
may  be  necelfary  will  be  complied 
with. 

Ill  .  Whether  we  can  depend  on 
having  the  fame  regulations  at  the 
cuftom-houfe  in  Ireland,  as  are  in 
force  in  Great  Britain,  refpeCting 
certificates  from  the  iflands,  and. 
any  other  regulations  that  are  a- 
dopted  or  may  be  thought  necelfary 
for  preventing  the  importation  of 
foreign  Weft  India  produce  into  both 
countries  ? 

Anfwer.  Mr.  Pitt  will  take  care 
that  effectual  meafures  fhall  be  pro¬ 
pofed  for  that  purpofe. 

IV.  Whether  we  may  depend 
on  Britilh  and  foreign  Weft  India 
produce  being  at  all  times  im¬ 
ported  into  Ireland  upon  duties  re¬ 
spectively  equal  to  thofe  paid  in 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  laws 
in  Ireland  for  thefe  purpofes  fhall 
be  made  permanent  ? 

Anfwer.  He  has  no  reafon  to 
doubt  of  its  being  done. 

V.  Whether  we  can  depend  up¬ 
on  the  fame  regulations  with  refpeCt 
to  the  export  of  refined  fugars  from 
Ireland  as  from  Great  Britain,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  fmuggling 
of  fuch  into  Great  Britain,  after 
the  bounty  is  obtained  ?  And> 

VI.  Whether  we  can  depend 
upon  Ireland  adopting  our  regula¬ 
tions  nowin  force againft  fmuggling 
veffeis  ? 

Anfwer.  He  imagines  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  to  either  of  the  two 
above  regulations. 

VII.  Whether  the  above  regu¬ 
lations  cannot  be  made  upon  fuch  a 
footing,  that  any  infraction  of  them 
taking  place  on  the  part  of  Ireland, 
the  prelent  conceffions  made  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  refpeCl- 
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ing  the  Weft  India  trade,  ftiall  alfo 
become  void  ? 

Anfwer.  YES. 


I  he  following  Addrefs  to  the  different 
trading  Id  owns  in  Ireland,  was 
unanimoujly  agreed  to  at  a  Meeting 
of  the  Council  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  City  of  Dublin , 
on  Thurfday  June  the  gth. 

THE  council  of  the  chamber  of 
commerce  of  the  city  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  viewing  with  the  moft  anxious 
apprehenfion  twenty  refolutions, 
which  have  lately  paffed  the  Britilh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  relative  to  a 
commercial  arrangement  with  this 
kingdom,  and  which  appear  to 
this  council  likely  to  affeCt  in  a  very 
important  degree  the  rights  and 
interefts  of  Ireland,  take  this  pub¬ 
lic  method  of  earneftly  recommend¬ 
ing  to  their  brethren  in  the  feveral 
trading  towns  and  ports  throughout 


/ 


the  kingdom, .  to  lofe  no  time  in 
taking  the  laid  refolutions  into  the 
moft  ferious  conftderation,  to  the 
end  that  they  may  be  prepared,  as 
foon  as  pofiible,  to  lay  their  fenti- 
ments  thereon,  in  the  moft  refpeCtful 
manner,  before  the  parliament  of 
Ireland.  And  the  council  take  the 
liberty  of  iuggefting  the  propriety 
of  immediate  petitions  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  expreftive  of  the  ear¬ 
ned:  wifnes  of  the  merchants  and 
traders  of  Ireland,  that  the  faid 
refolutions  may  not  be  precipitated 
through  that  honourable  aftembly  ; 
and  as  every  opportunity  has  been 
allowed  to  the  merchants  and  ma¬ 
nufacturers  of  the  filter  kingdom  to 
urge  their  opinions  to  their  repre- 
fentatives,  humbly  intreating  that 
equal  opportunities  may  be  given  to 
thofe  of  Ireland  :  and  therefore  moft 
earneftly  praying  that  the  faid  refo¬ 
lutions  be  not  adopted  during  this 
feftion  of  parliament. 


? 
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A  GENERAL  LIST 


OF  THE 


DISEASES  and  CASUALTIES; 

(  From  December  14,  1784,  to  December  13,  1785* 


DISEASES. 

Diabetes 

Meafles 

20 

3ft  Bortiveana  Stil- 

Dropfy 

895 

Mifcarriage 

5 

Jr  A  born 

660 

Evil 

8 

Mortification 

*49 

Abfcefs 

2 

Fever,  malignant  Fe 

Palfy 

79 

Aged 

1355 

ver.  Scarlet  Fever, 

Pleurify 

21 

Ague 

8 

Spotted  Fever, 

and 

Quinfy 

6 

Apoplexy  and 

Sud- 

Purples  2 

310 

Rafh 

den 

234 

Fiftula 

6 

Rheumatifm 

5 

Afthma  and  Phfhi- 

F 1  u  x 

1 1 

Rickets 

1 

fic 

336 

Frerch  Pox 

42 

Riling  of  the  Lights  1 

Bed-ridden 

1 1 

Gout 

52 

Scald  Head 

Bleeding 

10 

Gravel,  Stone, 

ara 

Scurvy 

5 

Bloody  Flux 

4 

Strangury 

3C 

Smal.  Pox 

3999 

Burften  and 

Rup- 

Grief 

4 

Sore  Throat 

10 

ture 

7 

Head- Ach 

3 

Sores  and  Ulcers  4 

Cancer 

40 

Headmouldfhot,  Hor 

St,  Anthony’s 

Fire  2 

Canker 

fhoehead,  and  Wa¬ 

Stoppage  in  th 

e  Sto- 

Chi"  ken  Pox  - 

ter  in  the  Head  22 

mach 

7 

Ch'idbed 

16 1 

Jaundice 

b3 

Su  rfeit 

Cholic, Gripes, 

twift 

impofthume 

1 

Swelling 

J 

ing  of  the  G 

utS  15 

Inflammation 

205 

Teeth 

39s 

Cold 

8 

Itch 

Thrufh 

65 

Confumption 

4569 

Leprofy 

3 

Tympany 

Convuifions 

4552 

Lethargy 

1 

Vomiting  and  Loofe  - 

Cough,  and  Hooping 

Livergrown 

3 

nefs 

1 

Cough 

194 

Lunatick 

44, 

Worms 

10 

CASUALTIES. 
BIT  by  a  mad  dog 
Broken  Limbs  3 
Bruifed  ? 

Burnt  12 

Cboaked 

Drowned  101 

Exceffive  Drinking  3 
Executed  32, 

Found  Dead  6 

Frighted  1 

Killed  by  Falls,  and 
feveral  other  Affi» 
dems  ^  ^  53 

Killed  themfelves  31 
Murdered  I 

Overlaid 

Poifoned  a 

Scalded 
Shot 

Smothered 
Starved 
Suffocated 


a 

1 

z 

4 

5 


Total  260 


Chriaened  |  p^les  Burled 


Males  9447  Increafed  In  the  Burials 

Females  9472  this  Year,  1091 

Total  Males  and  Females  Chriftened  17919.— Total  Males  and  Females  Buried  18919 


Died  under  Two  Years  6177 
Between  Two  and  Five  1626 
«—  Five  and  Ten  716 

* — Ten  and  Twenty  653 

b"  Twenty  and  Thirty  1481 


Thirty  and  Forty  1772 
Forty  and  Fifty  1966 
Fifty  and  Sixty  1386 
Sixty  and  Seventy  1399 
Seventy  and  Eighty  1019 


—  Eighty  and  Ninety  454 
— •  Ninety  and  a  Hundred  67 
A  Hundred  l 

A.  Hundred  and  One  1 
A  Hundred  and  Three  3 


/ 
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The  following  authentic  Extracts  from  the  Corn-Regifter  are  taken  from 
Accounts  collected,  from  the  Cuftom-Houie  Books,  and  delivered  to  Mr. 
John  James  Catherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  arid  Grain  exported  from ,  and 
imported  into  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  one  Tear  ended  the  $th  of 
January,  1786.  » 


EXPORTED. 


1785. 

ENGLAND. 
Wheat  - 
Wheat  Flour 
Rye  - 
Barley 
Malt 
Oats 
Oatmeal 
Beans  - 
Peafe  -  ‘ 
SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  - 
Wheat  Flour  - 
Rye 

Barley  - 

Bear 

Oats  - 

Oatmeal 

Peafe  and  Beans 

M^lt 


Britifh. 

Foreign. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

65,213 

6,312-v 

59,564 

116  / 

12,492 

397/ 

58,427 

108  ( 

91,042 

_  V 

X 

13,120 

1,605/ 

495 

33  \ 

6>323 

240  \ 

6,482 

2,399  J 

569  1 

91 1 

274 

12,192 

_ 

4,770 

f 

4,940 

5,080 

460 

4,678  j 

Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid, 

£’  s‘ 


22,465  17  cJBo. 
207  1  6  Dr, 


3,848  8  10  Bo, 


I  M  P  O  R  T  E  'D. 


1785. 

ENGL  AND. 
Wheat 

Wheat  Flour  - 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats  -  *> 

Oatmeal 
Beans 
Peafe 

Indian  Corn 


Quarters. 


85,796 
1 1,778 
28,738 
63,666 
281,018 

4>43 1 
9*355 

6,736 

15 


Duties 

received. 


£■ 


s.  d. 


6,249  15  6 


I 
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1785. 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat 

Wheat  Flour  - 
Rye  - 
Barley 
Oats 

Oatmeal  * 

Peafe  and  Beans  - 


Quarters. 


13,277 


12 

23 


3,546 

37,6s1 

50,958 


722 


l 


Duties 

received. 

s * 

1,119  I  8 


The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  and 
Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  buihel,  for  the  year  1785. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s,  d . 

$ .  d * 

s .  d . 

s  9  d 1 

s .  d 9 

5 

3  6 

3  0 

2 

3  10 

N.  B.  The  prices  of  the  fined:  and  coarfefi:  forts  of  grain  generally  exceed 
'  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat.  Rye.  Barley.  Oats.  Beans. 

Per  buihel,  6d.  3d.  3d.  3d.  6d, 


% 


\ 


'PRICES 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament,  for 

the  Year  1785. 


February  3,  1785. 

IT'QR  18,000  feamen,  including  3,620  marines,  in 
*  the  fea-fervice  for  1 3  months,  at  the  rate  of  4k 
per  man  per  month  —  —  — 

February  17,  1785. 

1.  For  the  charge  of  18,053  men,  including  2,030 
invalids  for  guards  and  garrifons  —  — 

2.  For  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  Plan¬ 
tations  and  Gibraltar  —  - —  - — 

3.  For  the  difference  between  the  Britifh  and  Irifh 
eftablilhment  of  6  battalions  of  foot  ferving  abroad 
4.  For  pay  to  be  advanced  to  troops  in  the  Fail 
Indies  —  —  —  - — 

5.  For  the  charge  of  full  pay  to  reduced  or  fuper- 
numerary  officers  — -  — - 

6.  For  the  general  and  ftaff-officers  in  Great  Bri- 

7.  For  allowances  to  the  paymaiier-general,  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  commiffary-general  of  the  muders,  judge 
advocate  general,  comptrollers  of  army  accounts, 
their  deputies,  clerks.  Sec.  and  for  poundage  to  be 
returned  to  the  infantry  — 

8.  For  pay  to  5  battalions  of  Hanoverian  infantry, 
from  25th  June  1784,  to  the  refpedive  times  of  their 

9.  For  the  charge  of  the  in  and  out-penlioners  of 
Ghelfea  hofpital,  and  the  expences  of  that  hofpital 

February  21,  1785. 

To  pay  off  Exchequer  bills  made  out  purfuant  to  an 
ad  of  lall  feffion  —  — -  — - 

March  7,  1785. 

1.  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  for  1785,  including 
half-pay  to  fea  and  marine  officers  —  — 


jTm  St,  d* 

936,000  o  o 


65  5  >963  4  3 

222,02  x  4  4 
6,355  15  g 
6,968  9  9 

25,784  8  9I 

6,236  to  6 


74,221  14  5 


8,904 

191,226 


6 

61- 


1,500,000  o  o 


675,307  1 7  2 
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2.  For  building  and  repairs  of  fhips  of  war,  and  £. 
other  extra  works  —  —  —  940,000 

V  f 

March  i i,  1785. 

For  the  ufe  of  the  Turkey  company  —  —  3,000 


March  14,  1785. 

1.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance,  land- 

fervice  -  —  *—*  —  —  350,820 

2.  For  defraying  the  expences  of  fervices  performed 

by  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land-fervice,  and  not  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  1784  —  —  —  —  42,035 

April  7,  1785. 

To  pay  off  Exchequer  bills  purfuant  to  an  ad  of 
lafi  feffion  —  —  —  — »  1,000,000 

April  18,  1785. 

For  extraordinaries  of  the  army  in  1784  —  683,116 

April  25,  1785. 

1.  For  fubfidies  to  the  landgrave  of  Hefie  Caffel, 

and  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  for  1785  t  —  —  69,291 

2.  For  deficiency  in  the  fum  voted  for  the  land¬ 
grave  of  Hefie  Caffel,  for  1784  —  —  50,989 

3.  For  penfions  to  be  paid  to  the  widows  of  com- 

mifiioned  officers,  for  1785  —  — -  13,027 

4.  For  completing  the  road  from  Ballantrae  to 

Stranraer  —  —  —  —  800 


April  28,  1785. 

1.  To  make  good  the  deficiency,  on  5th  July  1784, 
of  the  fund  for  paying  annuities  granted  by  Ad  31 

Geo.  II.  towards  the  fupply  for  j  7 5 8  —  —  12,087 

2.  To  make  good  ditto,  granted  by  Ad  18 

Geo.  III.  for  1778  —  —  *—• —  159,620 

3.  To  make  good  ditto,  granted  by  Ad  19 

Geo.  III.  for  1779  —  —  —  —  122,730 

4.  To  make  good  ditto,  granted  by  Ad  20 

Geo.  III.  for  1780  —  —  —  —  158,551 

5.  To  make  good  ditto,  granted  by  Ad  22 

Geo.  III.  for  1782  —  —  —  114,214 

6.  To  make  good  ditto,  granted  by  Ad  23 

Geo.  III.  for  1783  -  —  —  —  617,466 

7.  To  make  good  ditto,  granted  by  Ad  24 

Geo.  III.  for  1784  —  —  —  —  *4*044 


m  4 
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May  5,  1785. 

1 .  For  pay  to  feveral  battalions  of  foot  at  differ¬ 
ent  periods  in  1784  — ■  — 

2.  Upon  account  of  reduced  officers  of  land  forces 

and  marines,  for  1785  —  » —  — - 

3.  For  allowances  to  feveral  officers  and  private 

gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horfe-guards  reduced, 
and  to  the  fuperannixated  gentlemen  of  the  4  troops  of 
horfe-guards,  for  1785  « —  —  — • 

4.  For  account  of  the  commiffioned  officers  of 

Britifh  American  forces,  for  1785  —  — 

5.  For  deficiency  of  the  fum  granted  upon  account 

of  ditto,  for  1783  «—  —  — - 

6.  Ditto  —  Ditto  —  Ditto,  for  1784  — 

7.  Upon  account  of  officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the 

States  General,  for  1785  - — —  — 


JT.  s.  d. 
7,737  18  -  if 

!97>7°3  7 5 6 7 8 9  IO 


335  '5  4 

57,800  I  II 

736  ii  6 
4,308  11  3 

3.535  °  6 


May  9,  1785. 

For  reimburfement  to  general  Murray,  late  go¬ 
vernor  in  chief  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  for  his  ex- 
pences  in  comequence  of  a  verdifl  obtained  againil 
him  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  for  5,000b  — -  — 

June  6,  1785. 

1.  For  the  falaries  of  civil  officers  of  Eaft  Florida, 

from  24th  June  1784  to  24th  June  1785  — 

2.  To  make  good  money  iffued  to  difcharge  bills 

drawn  by  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia  —  - — 

3.  For  maintaining  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  to 

ill  Jan.  1786  — -  ,  —  — -  — 

.  4.  Ditto  — -  Ditto,  —  ifland  of  St.  John’s,  to 

5.  Ditto  —  Ditto,  Cape  Breton,  to  24th  June 

1786  1  - - - -  — 

6.  Ditto  —  Ditto,  the  Bahama  Iflands,  to  id 

Jan.  1786  —  — r—  — - 

7.  For  the  falary  of  the  chief  juftice  of  the  Bahama 

Iflands,  one  year  due  24th  June  1786  ;  and  arrears  to 
the  attornies-general,  from  19th  July  1778,  to  18th 
April  1783  — -  —  —  — 

8.  For  the  civil  eflablifhment  of  New  Brunfvvick,  to 

24th  June  1786  —  j  —  — 

9.  For  the  relief  of  American  fufferers  — 

June  13,  1785. 

1.  For  an  annuity  of  9,000b  to  be  fettled  by  his 
Majeity  on  the  duke  of  Glouceiter  —  — • 


5,489  17  G 

2,950  o  o 
8,395  2  5 

3,976  17  6 

1,900  o  o 
2,550  o  G 
2,370  o  o 

1,592  I  IO 

6,356  17  o 
36,819  19  o 

9,000  o  o 
2.  To 
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2.  To  make  good  the  Turns  charged  on  the  duties 
of  4 1  per  cent,  that  remained  unfatisiied,  5th  April 

June  21,  1785. 

For  relief  of  fuch  perions  who  have  given  Tatis - 
fadory  proof  of  their  loifes  in  America,  to  the  com- 
miffioners  appointed  by  Ad  23  Geo.  III. 

June  23,  1785. 

1.  For  the  commiflioners  of  public  accounts 

2.  To  make  good  monies  iffued  purfuant  to  ad- 

dreffes  —  —  — 


of  the  American  loyalifts  —  — 

4.  Ditto,  for  the  maintenance,  &c.  of  the  convids 

on  the  Thames  —  —  — 

5.  For  compenfation  to  Mr.  Cunninghame,  for 
compiling  a  general  index  to  the  journals 

June  27,  1785. 

1.  Towards-  carrying  on  the  buildings  of  Somer- 

fet-houfe  —  —  — 

2.  For  fupport  of  African  forts  and  fettlements 

Other  mifcellaneous  fervices  — 


^  ♦  s  •  u 
56,113  13  6\ 


1.  Land-tax 

2.  Malt  duty 


April  7,  1785, 


1.  By  loans,  or  exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  on 

the  firfl  aids  granted  next  felfion  —  — • 

2.  Ditto  —  *  ditto  —  — 

May  10,  1785, 

1.  By  application  of  the  furplus  of  the  finking  fund, 
remaining  in  the  exchequer  5  th  April  1785,  iubjed 
to  the  dilpofitioa  of  parliament  —  — 


■  150,000 

0 

1 

0 

9,000 

0 

0 

7,066 

-* 

*3 

3 

1 

•  3,200 

0 

0 

Ol 

00 

H 

4 

3,000 

0 

0 

25,000 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

432,567 

9 

J.i 

9,736,868 

0 

0 

’  •  !  ' 

r  .  ,  >  1 

r ted  to  his  Majejiy . 

2,000,000 

0 

0 

750,000 

0 

0 

2,750,000 

0 

0 

I  ,500,000 

0 

0 

■  1,000,000 

0 

0 

‘*Y 

.  702,539 

16 

2, 

By 
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2.  By  the  fum  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  pay- 

mailer  general  being  applied  towards  the  extraordi- 

£■ 

S. 

naries  of  the  army  —  —  — 

23  ^571 2 3 4 * 6 * 8 

18 

2 

3.  By  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon 

the  fir  ft  aids  granted  next  feffion  —  — - 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

4.  By  overplus  of  the  grants  for  1784  remaining 

66,161 

in  the  exchequer  —  —  —  — 

3 

si 

5.  By  the  growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund  to 

2,297,460 

1°£ 

be  applied  towards  the  fupplies  — —  — 

3 

June  23,  1785. 

By  a  lottery,  toconfiftof  50,000  tickets  — 

650,000 

0 

0 

June  28,  1785. 

By  application  of  the  fum  remaining  in  the  ex- 

chequer  for  the  difpolition  of  parliament  — - 

238,928 

16 

3 

Total  of  ways  and  means  —  ] 

[0,436,668 

17 

iof 

Total  of  fupplies-  —  — 

9>73 6,868 

0 

0 

Excefs  of  ways  and  means  — 

■.  699,800 

17 

10J 

TAXES  for  the  fervice  of  the  Tear  1785. 

1.  Additional  tax  on  male  fervants,  viz.  i,  at  ih 

5  $.  ; — 2  to  4,  1 1.  10  s.  each ; — 5  to  7,  1 1.  15  s.  each  ; 
t — 8  to  10,  2I.  each;-— 11,  &c.  3 Leach.— — -The 
whole  calculated  to  produce,  in  addition  to  the 
former  tax  —  —  —  — 

2.  Tax  on  female  fervants,  viz.  1,  2s.  od. —  2, 

5  s.  each ; — 3,  &c.ios.each. - Calculated  to  produce 

annually  —  —  —  — 

3.  Salt  (a  regulation)  — *  —  — 

4.  Retail  ihops,  viz.  1  s.  in  the  pound  on  the  rent 
of  the  houfe,  from  4I.  to  iol. —  i  s.  3d.  from  10I. 

10151. —  is.  6d.  frorn.151.  to  20I. —  is.  gd.  from 
20I.  to  25 1. — ”2  s.  upon  25  L  and  all  above. - Calcu¬ 
lated  to  produce  —  —  — -  — 

3.  Poft  horl'es  (all  horfes  travelling  for  hire)  one 
halfpenny  per  mile,  calculated  to  produce  annually 

6.  Gloves,  viz.  id.  per  pair  from  4d.  to  iod. 

—2d.  from  iod.  to  1  s.  4d.-»~3 d.  all  above  1  s.  4d. 

-Calculated  to  bring  in  —  «— 


35,000  o  o 

140,000  o  o 

12,000  O  O 

12  0,000  o  o 
50,000  o  o 

50,000  o  o 
7.  Pawn- 
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7.  Pawnbroker’s  licences  annually. — In  London, 


10 1.  each.— 
to  bring  in 

-In  the  country,  5 1.  each. — 

— Calculated 

£■ 

15,000 

S. 

O 

d. 

O 

v  Total 

—  — 

422,000 

O 

O 

The  following  'Taxes  •were  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer ,  after  the  opening  of  the  Budget ;  and  agreed  to, 
c< without  giving  any  particular  Efimate  of  their  expended  annual  pro¬ 
duce . 


1 .  Annual  licence  for  every  coachmaker 

2.  Annual  certificate  for  every  unqualified,  as  well 

as  qualified  perfon,  for  keeping  a  gun,  or  dog,  &c. 
for  killing  game  —  —  — 

3.  For  every  new  four-wheel  carriage  (to  be  paid 

by  the  maker)  —  —  — 

4.  For  every  new  two-wheel  carriage  (to  be  paid 

by  the  maker)  —  —  — 

5.  For  every  four- wheel  carriage*  now  kept  (to 

be  paid  annually  by  the  owner)  —  — 

6.  For  every  two-wheel  carriage*  now  kept  (to 

be  paid  annually  by  the  owner)  —  - — 

7.  On  all  bachelors  keeping  one  female  fervant 

‘Two  female  lervants,  each  —  — 

Three  ditto,  or  more,  each  — 

[Thefe  taxes  are  in  adddition  to  the  other 
tax  on  female  fervants.  ] 

8.  On  all  bachelors  for  each  male  fervant  they 

keep  (in  addition  to  the  former  tax  on  male  fer¬ 
vants.)  —  —  —  —  — 

9.  Every  attorney  in  London,  to  pay  annually 

10.  Every  attorney  in  the  country,  to  pay  an- 

1 1 .  Every  warrrant  of  attorney  (except  to  receive 

Hock)  a  damp  —  —  —  — • 

To  thefe  a  lottery  will  be  added,  to  raife  1 50,0001. ; 
and  it  has  been  contrafled  for  by  Godfchall  Johnfon, 
efq;  who  is  to  have  half,  and  eighteen  bankers  are  to 
have  the  other  half. 

Loan  for  the  year  17  85  — 


£■ 

/. 

d. 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

a 

O 

10 

0 

7 

0 

0 

3 

10 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

5 

0 

0 

10 

0 

J 

S 

© 

5 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

7. 

6 

1 ,000,000  o  o 


Intereft  of  which,  at  5  per  cent. 

v  / 

Amount  of  eflimated  taxes 


*  Thefe  duties  are  in  lieu  of  the  former  wheel  *tax. 


50,000 

0  0 

422,000 

0  0 

/ 

STATE 
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state  papers. 


1785 


Mis  Majefty1  s  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament  on  their  meeting ,  Ja¬ 
nuary  7.6th,  1785. 


ft 


My  lords  and  gentlemen* 

$ C  A  FT ER  the  laborious  at- 
tendance  of  the  lait  feffions 
of  parliament*  it  has  given  me 
peculiar  pleafure,  that  the  fituation 
of  public  affairs  has  admitted  of  To 
long  a  recefs. 

“  Among  the  objects  which  now 
require  conli deration,  I  mail:  parti¬ 
cularly  recommend  to  your  earned: 
attention  the  adjuftinent  of  fuch 
points  in  the  commercial  intercourfe 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
as  are  not  yet  finally  arranged. 
The  fyftem  which  will  unite  both 
kingdoms  the  moil  clofely  on  prin¬ 
ciples  of  reciprocal  advantage, 
will,  I  am  perfuaded,  bell  enfure 
the  general  profperity  of  my  do¬ 
minions. 

“  I  have  the  fatisfaflion  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that  notwithftanding 
any  appearance  of  differences  on 
the  continent,  I  continue  uniform¬ 
ly  to  receive,  from  all  foreign 
powers,  the  ftrongeft  affurances  of 
their  good  difpofition  towards  this 
country. 


“  Gentlemen  ©f  the  houfe  of 
commons, 

e<  I  have  ordered  the  eftimates  of 
the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before 
you.  I  confide  in  your  liberality 
and  zeal  to  grant  the  neceffary  fup- 
plies,  with  a  juft  regard  as  well  to 
the  ceconomy  requifite  in  every  de¬ 
partment,  as  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  national  credit,  and  the  real 
exigencies  of  the  public  fer vice.” 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

<i  The  fuccefs  which  has  attend¬ 
ed  the  meafures  taken  in  the  laft 
feflion  towards  the  fuppreffion  of 
fmuggling,  and  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  revenue,  will  encourage 
you  to  apply  yourfelves,  with  conti¬ 
nual  affiduity,  to  thofe  important 
objedls.  You  will,  1  truft,  alfo 
take  into  early  confideration  the 
matters  fuggefted  in  the  reports  of 
the  commiftioners  of  public  ac¬ 
counts,  and  fuch  further  renula- 

•  O 

tions  as  may  appear  to  be  necef¬ 
fary  in  the  different  offices  of  the 
kingdom. 

tc  I  have  the  fulleft  reliance  on 
the  continuance  of  your  faithful  and 
diligent  exertions  in  every  part  of 
your  public  duty.  You  may  at  all 
times  depend  on  my  hearty  concur¬ 
rence 


STATE 

rence  in  every  meafure  which  can 
tend  to  alleviate  our  national  bur¬ 
thens,  to  fecure  the  true  principles 
of  the  conftitution,  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  general  welfare  of  my 
people.’  ’ 

The  humble  Addrefs  to  the  above 
Speech,  of  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
in  parliament  ajfembled. 

Die  Martis,  25  Januarii,  1785. 

Moft  gracious  fovereign. 
We,  your  Majefty’s  moll  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedhs,  the  lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  par¬ 
liament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  Majefty’s  moft  gra¬ 
cious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

“  Permit  us  to  exprefs  to  your 
Majefty  our  moft  grateful  fenfe  of 
your  Majefty’s  regard  for  our  pri¬ 
vate  convenience,  in  not  command¬ 
ing  from  us  an  earlier  attendance  in 
Parliament. 

“  Your  Majefty  may  rely  on  our 
faithful  and  diligent  exertions  in 
every  part  of  our  duty  ;  and,  truly 
feniible  of  the  importance  of  the 
objeCt,  we  beg  leave  to  aftiire  your 
Majefty,  that  it  is  our  determina¬ 
tion  to  give  our  immediate  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  adjuftment  of  fuch  points 
in  the  commercial  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
as  are  not  yet  finally  arranged ; 
trufting  that  fuch  a  fyftem  may  be 
formed  as  may  beft  infure  the  pro- 
fperity  of  both  kingdoms,  by  clofe- 
ly  uniting  them  upon  principles  of 
reciprocal  advantage. 

t(  We  defire  to  return  to  your 
Majefty  our  warmeft  thanks  for  your 
gracious  communication  of  the  af- 
furances  which  your  Majefty  con¬ 
tinues  to  receive  of  the  good  difpo- 


PAPERS.  [349 

fition  of  foreign  powers  towards  this 
Country,  notvvithftanding  the  dif¬ 
ferences  which  appear  to  prevail  up¬ 
on  the  continent. 

The  information  your  Majefty 
is  pleafed  to  give  us  of  the  fuccefs 
which  has  attended  the  meafures 
taken  in  the  laft  feflion  for  the  fup- 
preftion  of  fmuggling,  and  for  the 
improvement  of  the  revenue,  af¬ 
fords  us  the  greateft  fatisfa&ion : 
and  your  Majefty  may  be  affured, 
that  we  will  apply  ourfelves,  with 
unremitted  attention,  to  points  of 
fuch  great  concern  to  the  profperity 
of  this  country  ;  and  that  we  will 
take  into  our  early  confideration  the 
matters  fuggefted  in  the  feveral  re¬ 
ports  of  the  commiftioners  of  pub¬ 
lic  accounts,  as  well  as  fuch  farther 
regulations  as  may  appear  to  be 
neceftary  in  the  public  offices  of  the 
kingdom. 

From  the  experience  we  have 
had  of  your  Majefty’s  paternal  re¬ 
gard  for  the  interefts  of  all  your 
fubjefts,  we  beg  leave  humbly  to 
exprefs  to  your  Majefty  our  fulleft: 
confidence  in  the  gracious  aftiirance 
of  your  Majefty’s  hearty  concurrence 
in  every  meafure  which  may  tend 
to  alleviate  the  national  burthens, 
to  fecure  the  true  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  and  to  promote  the 
general  happinefs  and  welfare  of 
your  people.” 

To  vohich  his  Majefty  <voas  pleafed  t& 

return  this  moft  gracious  Anfuoer . 

fC  My  lords, 

“  I  return  you  thanks  for  this 
“  dutiful  and  affectionate  ad- 
“  drefs. 

“  Nothing  can  give  me  more 
“  fatisfaftion,  than  your  affurance 
“  that  you  will  immediately  enter 
“  into  the  confideration  of  the  mat- 
“  ters  which  I  have  laid  before  you. 

2  “  Yow 


I 
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<f  You  may  depend  upon  the 
€(  utmoft  care  and  attention  on  my 
part,  to  fettle  every  thing, 

**  which  concerns  the  intereft  of  my 
44  kingdoms,  upon  a  folid  and  du- 
44  rable  foundation,” 

*fhe  humble  Addrefs  to  the  above 
Speech,  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  the  King . 

Moil  gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  your  Majefty’s  moil  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain,  in  par¬ 
liament  ailembled,  beg  leave-  to 
return  your  Majeily  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  rnoft  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  throne. 

<c  We  beg  your  Majeily  will  be 
&ffured,  that  we  fhall  refume  the 
confideration  of  public  bufmefs  with 
the  fame  principles  of  duty  to  your 
Majeily,  and  regard  to  the  interefts 
of  our  conilituents,  which  we  have 
endeavoured  to  manifeil  in  all  cur 
proceedings. 

That  we  will  not  fail  to  give 
our  moil  earneil  attentions  to  the 
adjuftmentof  fuch  points  as  are  not 
yet  finally  arranged  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  intercourfe  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland ;  fully  agreeing 
with  your  Majeily,  in  thinking  that 
the  iyftem  which  will  unite  both 
kingdoms  the  moil  clofeiy  on  prin¬ 
ciples  of  reciprocal  advantage,  will 
beft  enfure  the  general  profperity  of 
your  Majefty’s  dominions. 

(C  We  beg  leave  to  allure  your 
Majeily,  that  it  affords  us  the  true  ft 
pleafure,  to  be  informed  that  your 
Majeily  continues  to  receive  fuch 
fatisfaftory  affurances  of  the  good 
difpofition  of  foreign  powers  towards 
this  country. 

**  We  befeech  your  Majeily  to 


G  IS  TER,  1784-5. 

believe,  that  we  fhall  at  all  times 
be  ready  to  grant  fuch  fuppiies 
as  are  neceffary  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  national  credit,  and  the 
real  exigencies  of  the  public  fer- 
vice. 

<(  That  we  are' deeply  fenfible  of 
your  Majefty’s  paternal  gocdnefs 
and  care  for  your  people,  in  re¬ 
commending-  to  us,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  juft  regard  to  the  ceconomy 
I  requifite  in  every  department ;  a 
duty  which  your  Majefty’s  faithful 
commo/is  feel  always  incumbent 
upon  them,  and,  at  this  time,  pe¬ 
culiarly  indifpenfable. 

“  We  affure  your  Majeily,  that 
we  fee  the  importance  of  every  ex¬ 
ertion  which  can  tend  to  the  fup- 
preflion  of  fmuggUng,  and  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  revenue  ;  and  that 
we  fhall  continue  to  apply  ourfelves, 
with  unwearied  afliduity,  to  thofe 
important  objects. 

That  we  fhall  alfo  proceed, 
with  as  much  expedition  as  poflible, 
to  the  confideration  of  the  reports 
of  the  commiftioners  of  accounts, 
as  well  as  of  fuch  farther  regula¬ 
tions  in  the  different  offices  of  this 
kingdom,  as  may  appear  likely 
to  conduce  to  the  public  advan¬ 
tage. 

We  intreat  your  Majeily  to 
affured,  that  our  utmoft  endeavours 
fhall  not  be  wanting  to  juftify  your 
Majefty’s  gracious  reliance  on  our 
diligent  attention  tp  every  part  of 
our  public  duty ;  and  that  we  re¬ 
ceive,  with  the  warmeft  gratitude 
and  fatisfa&ion,  the  affurances  of 
your  Majefty’s  concurrence  in  every 
meafure  which  can  tend  to  alleviate 
the  national  burthens,  to  fecure  the 
true  principles  of  the  conftitution , 
and  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  the  people.” 
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Bis  Majejly’s  moft  gracious  Anfwer 
to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Honourable 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

<(  Gentlemen, 

'  ft  I  return  you  my  thanks  for 
“  your  very  loyal  and  aftedionate 
“  addrefs.  I  receive,  with  the  ut- 
*(  mod  pleafure,  the  affurances  of 
<(  your  dilpofition  to  relume  the 
(<  confideration  of  public  bufinds 
*s  with  the  fame  principles  which 
you  have  manifeiled  in  all  your 
f(  former  proceedings  ;  and  I  trull 
(<  that  the  refult  of  your  delibera- 
“  tions  will  be  produdive  of  the 
moll  falutary  effeds.” 


IRISH  HOUSE  of  LORDS. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Rutland 
opened  the  SelTion  by  the  following 
fpeech  from  the  Throne : 

His  Grace  Charles ,  Duke  of  Rutland , 
Lord  Lieutenant  General ,  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Governor  of  Ireland ,  his 
fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment ,  at  Dublin ,  on  Thurfday  the 
ZOtb  Day  of  January ,  17S5. 

ft  My  lords  and  gentlemen. 
Have  his  Majelly’s commands 
X  to  meet  you  in  parliament, 
and  to  defire  your  advice  and  co¬ 
operation  upon  tho:e  allairs  of  im¬ 
portance,  which  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumllances  vd  the  kingdom  require 
yonr  mod  ferious  attention. 

**  Whild  I  lamented  the  lawlefs 
outrages  and  unconditutional  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  had  taken  place  iince 
your  lad  prorogation,  1  had  the 
fatisfadion  to  perceive  that  thefe 
excelfes  were  confined  to  a  few 
places,  and  even  there  condemned. 
And  I  have  now  the  plealure  to  ob- 
1 


ferve  that,  by  the  falutary  tnterpo- 
fition  of  the  laws,  the  general  tran¬ 
quillity  is  re-edablifhed. 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
commons. 

“  I  have  ordered  the  public  ac¬ 
counts  to  be  .laid  before  you.  I 
have  the  fulled  reliance  on  your  ap¬ 
proved  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  at¬ 
tachment  to  your  country,  that  a 
due  confideration  of  the  exigencies 
of  the  date  will  lead  you  to  make 
whatever  provifions  (hall  appear  to 
be  neceiTary  for  the  public  expences, 
and  for  the  honourable  fupport  of 
his  Majedy’s  government. 33 

“  M  t  lords  and  gentlemen, 

“  I  am  to  recommend  in  the 
king’s  name  to  your  earned  invef- 
tigation  thole  objeds  of  trade  and 
commerce  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  which  have  not  vet  re¬ 
ceived  their  complete  adjullment. 
In  framing  a  plan  with  a  view  to  a 
final  fettlement,  you  will  be  fenfi- 
ble  that  the  intereds  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland  ought  to  be  for 
ever  united  and  imeparable.  And 
his  Majedy  relies  on  your  liberality 
and  wifdom  for  adopting  fuch  an 
equitable  fydem  for  tiiejoi  nt  benefit 
of  both  countries,  and  the  fupport 
of  the  common  intered,  as  will  fe- 
cure  mutual  fatisfadion  and  per¬ 
manency. 

<c  The  encouragement  and  ex- 
tenfion  of  agriculture  and  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  efpecially  of  your  linen 
manu  adure,  will,  1  am  perfuaded, 
engage  .your  condant  concern.  Let 
me  likewife  dired  your  attention  in 
a  particular  manner  to  the  fifheries 
on  your  coads,  from  which  you  may 
reafonably  hope  for  an  improving 
fource  of  indudry  and  wealth  to 
this  kingdom,  and  of  drength  to  the 
empire. 

i  C 


The 
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The  liberality  which  you  have 
always  Ihewn  to  the  maintenance  of 
your  protedant  charter -fchools  and 
other  public  inditutions,  makes  it 
unneceffary  for  me  to  recommend 
them  to  your  care.  You  cannot 
more  beneficially  exert  this  laudable 
Spirit,  than  by  direfting  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  improve,  and  to  difFufe 
throughout  the  kingdom,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  good  education.  Sen- 
lib]  e  of  its  eifential  confequence  to 
the  morals  and  happinefs  of  the 
people,  and  to  the  dignity  of  the 
nation,  I  am  happy  to  allure  you 
of  his  Majedy’s  gracious  patronage  ; 
and  Shall  be  earned:  to  give  every 
abidance  in  my  power  to  the  fuccefs 
of  Such  meafures  as  your  wifdom 
may  devife  for  this  important  pur- 
pofe. 

It  is  the  province  of  your  pru¬ 
dence  and  discretion  to  confider 
what  new  provisions  may  be  necef- 
fary  for  fecuring  the  Subje6t  againft 
violence  and  outrage,  for  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  the  police,  and  the  better 
execution  of  the  laws,  as  well  as 
for  the  general  encouragement  of 
peaceable  Subordination  and  honed: 
indudry.  It  will  be  a  pleading  talk 
for  me  to  adift  and  promote  your 
exertions  for  the  tranquillity  of  the 
kingdom,  for  upholding  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  legidature,  and  Support¬ 
ing  the  true  principles  of  our  happy 
conditution  both  in  church  and 
Hate. 

££  The  uniformity  of  laws  and 
of  religion,  and  a  common  intereft 
In  treaties  with  foreign  Hates,  form 
a  fure  bond  of  mutual  connexion 
and  attachment  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland.  It  will  be  your 
care  to  cherifh  thefe  ineftimable 
bleffings  with  that  fpirit  and  wifdom 
which  will  render  them  effectual 


fecurities  to  the  drength  and  pro- 
fperity  of  the  empire.’’ 


A  Tranjlation  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Emprefs  of  all  the  RuJJias  to  his 
P ruffian  Majefly . 

*  *  1\  /f  advantageous  Sentiments 
iVi  refpe&ing  the  houfe  of 
Prudia,  fentiments  of  which  I  have 
given  efficacious  proofs,  permit  me 
to  hope  for  the  lame  on  their  part. 
I  expedl  it  the  more,  as  I  have  ever 
been  convinced  of  their  reciprocal 
affection.  The  war  which  is  pre¬ 
paring  between  the  emperor  of  the 
Romans  and  the  Hollanders  excites 
the  immediate  attention  of  the  ca¬ 
binet  of  Berlin,  of  which  the  Dutch 
endeavour  by  all  forts  of  intrigues 
to  fecure  the  acceffion.  Your  wif¬ 
dom  acknowledges  that  the  preten- 
lions  of  the  Emperor  are  equally 
jud  and  moderate.  Nature  herfelf 
hath  granted  to  the  Audrian  Low 
Countries  the  ufe  and  advantage  of 
the  river  in  difpute  ;  Audria  alone* 
by  virtue  of  the  law  of  nature  and  na¬ 
tions,  is  intitled  to  an  exclufive  right 
to  the  ufe  of  the  river  in  quedion. 
So  that  the  equity  and  difintered- 
ednefs  of  Jofeph  II.  can  only  impart 
this  right  to  other  people,  it  belong¬ 
ing  exclusively  to  his  dates*  The 
fentiments  of  Audria  merit  edeem 
and  attention,  but  the  avidity  of 
the  Dutch,  and  the  judgment  which 
they  permit  themfelves  to  aflume 
on  account  of  the  treaty  of  Munder 
over  the  Houfe  of  Audria,  arenotorR 
ous  and  blameable  in  every  refpedi. 

££  Nothing  can  be  alledged  with 
foundation  in  favour  of  Holland, 
therefore  fhe  merits  not  the  abid¬ 
ance  of  any  foreign  power.  The 
confequences  which  thefe  repub¬ 
licans 
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ffeans  are  drawing  upon  themfelves 
by  their  obftinacy,  mud  be  fubmit- 
Ced  to  the  moderation  of  the  empe¬ 
ror  alone.  I  am  firmly  refolved  to 
affilt  his  pretenfions  with  all  my  land 
and  fea  forces,  with  as  much  efficacy 
as  if  the  welfare  of  my  own  empire 
was  in  agitation.  I  hope  that  this 
declaration  of  my  fentiments  will 
meet  with  the  iuccefs  which  our 
reciprocal  friendffiip  deferves,  and 
which  hath  never  been  interrupted. 

CATHERINE.” 


Authentic  Copy  of  the  official  Paper 
tranfnitted from  his  Mofl  Chrijhan 
Majejfy  to  the  Emperor ,  relative  to 
the  Navigation  of  the  Scheldt. 

£  C  A  I  ^HE  fincere  friendffiip  which 
X  attaches  the  king  to  the 
emperor,  and  the  wiffies  of  his  ma* * 
jefty  for  the  maintenance  of  public 
tranquillity,  make  it  his  duty  to 
come  to  an  explanation  with  his 
imperial  Majefty  on  the  difference 
between  that  monarch  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Provinces. 

<f  The  king  has  the  lefs  hefita- 
tion  in  expreffing  his  thoughts  on 
fchis  important  fubjeft,  as  the  purity 
of  his  intentions  cannot  be  called 

*1  queftion.  His  majefty  while,  in 
compliance  with  the  folicitation  of 
both  parties,  he  employs  his  good 
offices  to  effeft  a  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  the  emperor  and  the  United 
Provinces,  has  carefully  abftained 
from  giving  any  opinion  on  the 
foundation  of  his  imperial  majefty’s 
ftrft  pretenfions.  The  king  ftill 
prefcribes  to  himfelf  the  fame  fi- 
lence,  but  his  concern  for  the  glory 
of  the  emperor  authorizes  the  ob- 
fervation,  that  his  firft  pretenfions, 
and  the  demand  for  the  opening  of 
Vol.  XXVU. 


A  P  E  R  S.  [353 

the  Scheldt,  cannot  be  conftdered 
under  the  fame  point  of  view. 

“  The  Dutch,  while  they  refufed 
compliance  with  this  demand,  only 
fupported  a  right  which  is  fecured 
to  them  by  a  lolemn  treaty,  and 
which  they  look  upon  as  the  bafis 
of  their  prolperity,  and  even  ex- 
iftence. 

Itfeems  to  refult  from  thence, 
that  therefufal  of  the  ftates-general 
ought  to  have  no  other  effecl  than 
to  bring  back  the  negociation  begun 
at  Bruftels  to  the  propofitions  in  the 
fummary  table,  and  eftablifh  a  dif- 
cuffion,  on  the  refult  of  which  the 
refpeftive  titles  ought  naturally  to 
depend. 

“  The  king  would  more  earneft- 
ly  defire  that  this  meafure  was  a- 
dopted,  as  it  would  prevent  hoftili- 
ties,  and  might  lead  to  equitable 
arrangements. 

“  By  purfuing  an  oppofite  con¬ 
duct,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  em  - 
peror  will  excite  a  general  uneafi- 
nefs,  and  that  moft  of  the  powers 
will  think  themfelves  obliged  to 
take  fuch  precautions  and  meafures 
as  the  events  may  require.  The 
king  himfelf  muft  be  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  affembling  troops  on  his 
frontiers.  Befides,  his  majefty  can¬ 
not  by  any  means  be  indifferent  to 
the  fate  of  the  United  Provinces,  or 
fee  them  attacked  by  open  force  in 
their  rights  and  poffeffions,  efpecial- 
ly  at  prefent,  when  he  is  on  the  point 
of  concluding  with  the  republic  an 
alliance,  the  fundamental  articles  of 
which  were  agreed  on  before  the  late 
differences. 

ct  If,  by  considerations  of  fo 
great  importance,  the  emperor  can 
be  induced  to  fufpend  all  marks  of 
hoftility,  and  liften  to  the  voice  of 
moderation  and  .humanity,  the 

[4  a]  king 
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king  renews  the  offer  of  his  media¬ 
tion  to  procure  an  equitable  and 
fuitable  accommodation,  which  he 
will  the  more  zealoufly  drive  to 
bring  about  ;  as,  while  he  obeys 
the  didates  of  his  perfonal  fenti- 
ments  with  regard  to  the  emperor, 
he  will  have  the  fatisfadion  to  con¬ 
cur  in  extinguifhing,  in  its  firft 
feeds,  a  war,  the  confequences  of 
which  cannot  be  calculated.” 


An  authentic  Copy  of  the  Preliminary 
Articles  of  Peace  between  their 
High  Mightineffes  the  States  Gene - 
'  '  ral,  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
concluded  under  the  Mediation  of 
'  '  France. 

Article  I. 

IT  is  agreed,  that  the  dates  gene¬ 
ral  lhall  pay  9,500,000  florins, 
current  money  of  Holland,  for  the 
indemnity  of  Maeftricht  and  its 
territory >  the  Ban  of  St.  Servais 
included,,  as  alfo  the  county  of 
Vroenhoven ;  and  500,000  florins, 
fame  currency,  for  a  compenfation 
of  the  damage  caufed  by  the  inun¬ 
dations.  Three  months  after  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  the  dates 
general  lhall  pay  into  the  impe¬ 
rial  ched  of  B  ruffe  Is  the  fum  of 
1,250,000.  florins  of  Holland ;  flx 
months  after,  a  fimilar  fum ;  and 
thus,  every  fix  months  until  the 
total  extindion  of  the  laid  two 
fums,  making  together  that  of  ten 
millions  of  florins,  current  money 
of  Holland. 

II.  Their  high  mightineffes  lhall 
cede  to  his  imperial  majedy  the  Ban 
of  Aulne,  lituated  in  Dutch  Dah- 
lem,  and  its  dependencies,  and  the 
Lord  fliip  or  Chief  Ban  of  Bligny- 


le-Trembleur,  with  St.  Artdfe,  the 
Ban  and  Lordlhip  of  Bombay,  the 
city  and  caflle  of  Dahlem  with  its 
appurtenances,  except  Oofl  and 
Cadier ;  under  a  referve  that  a 
compenfation  lhall  be  made  for 
them  in  the  exchanges  of  refpec- 
tive  conveniency  to  be  made  in  the 
country  of  Outre-Meufe. 

III.  The  limits  of  Flanders  lhall 
remain  on  the  terms  of  the  con¬ 
vention  of  1664,  and  if,  through 
the  lapfe  of  time,  there  fhould  have 
been,  or  be  now  any  of  them  ob- 
feured,  commiflioners  lhall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  on  one  flde  and  the  other  to 
re-edablilh  them. 

IV.  Their  high  mightineffes  lhall 
regulate,  in  the  mod  convenient 
manner,  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the 
emperor,  the  draining  of  the  waters 
from  his  Majedy’s  country  in  Flan¬ 
ders,  and  on  the  fide  of  the  Meufe* 
in  order  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
pofiible,  the  inundations,  by  con¬ 
tenting,  for  that  end,  that  ufe  lhall 
be  made,  on  a  reafonable  footing, 
of  the  land  neceffary,  even  under 
the  dominion  of  their  high  mighti¬ 
neffes.  The  fluices  that  lhall  be 
condruded  for  that  purpofe,  on  the 
territory  of  the  dates  general,  lhall 
remain  under  their  fovereignty ; 
and  none  lhall  be  made  in  any  place 
that  might  obdrud  the  defence  of 
their  frontiers.  Commiflioners  lhall 
refpedively  be  appointed,  who  lhall 
be  charged  to  determine  ther  mod 
convenient  kite  for  the  faid  fluices. 
They  lhall  agree  together  about 
thofe  that  are  to  be  fubjeded  to  a 
common  rule. 

V.  Their  high  mightineffes  hav¬ 
ing  declared,  by  one  of  their  refo- 
lutions,  that  their  intention  wras  to 
indemnify  thofe  of  his  imperial  ma¬ 
jedy’s  lubjeds  who  have  buffered 
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by  inundations,  they  appropriate  to 
that  objeff  the  500,000  florins  of 
Holland,  mentioned  in  article  I. 

VI.  Their  high  mightineffes  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  full  right  of  abfo- 
late  and  independent  fovereignty  of 
his  imperial  majefty  over  all  the  part 
of  the  Efcaut,  from  Antwerp  to 
the  end  of  the  country  of  Saftingen, 
conformably  to  the  line  of  1664, 
which  it  is  agreed  fhall  be  cut,  as 
the  yellow  line  S.  T.  indicates, 
which  falls  back  in  T.  on  the  limit 
of  1664,  on  the  fide  of  Brabant; 
as  is  indicated  by  the  chart  figned 
by  the  refpeflive  ambaffadors.  The 
hates  general  renounce,  in  confe- 
q.uence,  the  receiving  and  levying 
of  any  toll  and  import  in  that  part 
of  the  Efcaut,  on  any  title,  or  under 
ariy  form  whatfoever;  as  alfo  the 
obftru&ing  in  any  manner  the  navi¬ 
gation  and  trade  of  his  imperial 
majefty’ s  fubjefts ;  nor  fhall  the 
latter  be  permitted  to  extend  it  fur¬ 
ther  than  is  granted  by  the  treaty 
of  -Munfter  of  the  30th  of  January 
1648,  which  fhall,  in  that  refpefl, 
remain  in  full  force  and  vigour. 

VII.  Their  high  mightineffes 
fhall  evacuate  and  demolifh  the 
forts  of  Kruis-Schand,  and  of  Fre¬ 
derick  Henry,  and  cede  the  foil  to 
his  imperial  majefty. 

VIII.  Their  high  mightineffes, 
willing  to  give  to  his  majefty  the 
emperor  a  frefh  proof  of  their  de¬ 
fine  to  re-eftablifh  the  moft  perfect 
harmony  between  the  two  ftates, con- 
fent  to  evacuate  and  give  up  to  the 
difpofal  of  his  imperial  majefty  the 
forts  of  Lillo  and  of  Liekenfhoek, 
with  their  fortifications,  in  the  ftate 
they  are  now  in  ;  the  ftates  general 
referving  to  themfelves  to  withdraw 
from  them  the  artillery,  and  the 
ammunition  of  every  kind. 

IX.  The  execution  of  the  two 
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articles  above  mentioned  fhall 
take  place  fix  weeks  after  the  ex-\ 
change  of  the  ratification. 

-X.  The  ftates  general. . having 
yielded  to  the  defire  which  the  em¬ 
peror ‘had  intimated  to  them,  of 
having  the  forta  of  Lillo  and  Liek-  ■ 
enfhock  in  their  prelent  ftate,  their 
high  mightinertes  expect,  from  the 
friendship  of  his  imperial  majefty, 
that  he  will,  be  pleafed  to  cede  and 
give  up  to  them  all  the  rights  he 
may  have  formed  on  the  villages, 
called  of  Redemption,  other  than  f 
thofe  of  which  he  may  have  already 
difpofed  by  exchanges,  with  the 
principality  of  Liege.  The  count 
de  Mercy,  not  being  fufficiently 
inftrufled,  was  pleafed,  at  the  re- 
-  queft  and  prayer  of  the  mediator, 
to  take  this  propofal,  ad  refersn- 
'■  dum . 

XI.  His  majefty  renounces  the 
pretenfions  he  had  formed  on  the 
Ban  and  villages  of  Bladel  and 
Reuffel. 

XII.  The  count  de  Mercy  de¬ 
mands  that  the  village  of  Porte!, 
which,  he  fays,  is  already  fubjeft 
to  the  dominion  of  the  emperor, 
be  ceded  to  his  imperial  majefty  by 
the  ftates  general,  who,  to  that 
eft-eft,  fhall  renounce  all  preten¬ 
fions  ;  be  it  underftood,  that  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  Abbey  of  Poftel,  fecu- 
larized  by  the  ftates  general,  fhall 
not  be  claimed.  The  ambaffadors 
of  Holland  have  been  pleafed,  on 
the  prayer  of  the  mediator,  to  take 
this  article,  ad  referendum . 

XIII.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  pe¬ 
cuniary  pretenfions  from  Sovereign 
to  fovereign  are  compenfated  and 
abolifned  ;  and,  as  to  thofe  which 
individuals  may  claim  on  one  part 
and  the  other,  commiftioners  (hall 
be  appointed  to  liquidate  them. 

XIV.  Commiftioners  fhall  alfo 

a]  2  be 
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be  nominated  to  reconnoitre  the 
limits  of  Brabant,  and  to  agree 
in  a  friendly  manner  about  fuch  ex¬ 
changes  as  might  be  of  mutual  con- 
veniency. 

XV.  The  treaty  of  Munfter,  of 
the  30th  of  January  1648,  fhall  be 
the  balls  of  the  future  definitive 
treaty,  which  is  to  be  concluded  in 
the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  ;  and  all  the 
stipulations  of  the  faid  treaty  of 
Munlter  fhall  be  retained,  fo  far  as 
nothing  has  derogated  from  them. 
The  ambafiadors  of  the  Hates  ge¬ 
neral  demand  the  repeal  of  the 
treaty  of  1731,  and  namely  of 
the  article  V.-— the  Count  de  Mercy 
has  not  thought  proper  to  yield 
thereto. 

The  above  articles  have  been 
ciigefted  inthe  prefence  of  the  Count 
de  Vergennes,  nominated  by  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  to  fill  the 
fimdtion  of  mediator,  and  have 
been  ffibfcribed  by  the  ambafia- 
dors,  under  the  approbation  of 
the  Emperor  and  of  the  States 
General. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  20th  of  Sep¬ 
tember*  1785. 


A  correct  Copy  of  the  Prohibitory  Adi 
lately  puffed  by  the  Legifature  cf 
Nlajfachufets  in  North  America  ; 
«which  at  this  time  it  '-well  worth 
the  attention  of  all  the  trading  inie- 
refs  of  this  country . 

Commonwealth  of  Majfachufets  : 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1785, 

An  Adi  for  the  Regulation  of  Naviga¬ 
tion  and  Commerce . 


WHEREAS  it  is  become  ex¬ 
pedient  and  necefiary  for 
$us  commonwealth  to  make  feme 


commercial  regulations  for  the  en- 
couragement  of  their  own  trade  : 

Therefore  be  it  enadled,  by  the 
fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
in  general  court  afifembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from 
and  after  the  firfl:  day  of  Auguft 
next,  and  during  the  continuance  of 
this  adt,  there  fhall  not  be  exported, 
from  any  port,  harbour,  creek,  bay, 
or  inlet,  river,  or  Ihore,  or  any  other 
place  within  this  commonwealth, 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize, 
the  growth,  manufadture,  or  pro¬ 
duce  of  this,  or  any  of  the  United 
States,  in  any  Ihip,  veffel,  or  craft 
of  any  kind,  belonging  (either  in 
whole  or  in  part)  to,  or  being  the 
property  of,  any  of  the  fubjedh  o£ 
the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  and  where¬ 
as  proclamations  and  orders  have 
been  Blued  by  the  governors  of  fie- 
veral  parts  of  the  Bn  tifh  dominions* 
for  prohibiting  veflels  belonging  to 
any  of  the  United  States  from  en¬ 
tering  their  ports,  or  trafficking 
there  ; 

Be  it  further  enadled,  that  in  cafe 
the  faid  proclamations  and  orders 
fhall  be  reverfed,  and  open  trade  al¬ 
lowed  to  fuch  vefiels,  and  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  this  commonwealth  being 
Certified  thereof,  fhall  by  advice  of 
council  publicly  fignify  the  fame  by 
his  proclamation,  then  {hall  the  fore¬ 
going  claufe  of  this  adt  be  difeonti- 
nued,  and  fhall  ceafe  to  operate  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  fuch  open  trade  fhall  be 
allowed. 

And  be  it  further  enadled  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  from  and 
after  the  faid  firfl:  day  of  AuguH 
next,  if  any  fliip,  veffel,  or  craft  of 
any  kind,  as  aforefaid,  be  found  in 
any  port,  harbour,  or  creek,  or  any 
other  place  within  this 
wealth*  taking  on  board. 


common¬ 
er  having 
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taken  on  board  while  in  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  any  of  the  articles  afore  - 
faid,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  aCt,  every  fuch  drip, 
vefTel,  or  craft,  together  with  their 
lading,  fhall  be  forfeited,  and  (hall 
and  may  be  feized  by  any  naval  of¬ 
ficer,  collector  of  excife,  or  hi3  de¬ 
puty,  or  by  any  other  citizen  or  ci¬ 
tizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
fame  may  be  fued  for,  profecuted, 
and  recovered,  in  any  court  of  re¬ 
cord  within  this  commonwealth, 
proper  to  try  the  fame  ;  and  after 
deducting  the  charges  of  profecuting 
the  fame  from  the  grofs  produce 
thereof,the  remainder  fhall  be  given, 
one  moiety  to  the  perfon  or  perfons 
who  fhall  have  made  the  leizure, 
and  profecuted  the  fame,  and  the 
other  moiety  fhall  be  paid  into  the 
treafury  of  the  commonwealth,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  fame. 

And  be  it  further  enaCted,  that 
from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  Au- 
guft  next,  there  fhall  not  be  taken 
out  or  landed  from  on  board  any 
fhip,  vefTel,  or  craft,  not  wholly  be¬ 
longing  to,  or  the  property  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  in  any 
port,  harbour,  or  creek,  or  any 
other  place  within  this  common¬ 
wealth,  except  the  Ports  of  .Bofton, 
Falmouth  (in  Cafco  Bay)  and 
Dartmouth  5  and  if  any  fhip,  vefTel, 
or  craft,  not  wholly  owned  as  afore - 
laid,  fhall  be  found  in  any  port, 
harbour,  or  creek,  or  any  other  place 
within  this  commonwealth,  except 
the  ports  of  Bolton,  Falmouth  (in 
Cafco  Bay)  and  Dartmouth,  afore- 
faid,  difcharging  her  loading,  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  having  difcharged 
her  loading,  or  any  part  thereof, 
ctherwife  than  above-mentioned, 
the  faid  fhip,  vefTel,  or  craft,  toge¬ 
ther  with  her  loading,  fhall  be  feized 
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and  forfeited,  to  be  recovered  and 
appropriated  as  aforefaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  Au- 
guft  next,  there  fhall  be  paid  by  the 
maker,  owner,  or  conflgrree  of  every 
fhip,  vefTel,  or  craft,  owned  either 
in  part  or  in  whole  by  any  foreigner,, 
at  the  time  of  entering  the  faid  fhip, 
vefTel,  or  craft,  into  the  hands  of 
the  naval  officer  of  the  ports «,  of 
Boflon,  Falmouth,  and  Dartmouth 
aforefaid,  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of 
this  commonwealth,  a  duty  of  five 
fhiilings  per  ton,  for  each  and  every 
ton  faid  vefTel  may  meafure  by  car¬ 
penters  meafurement,  and  a  farther 
duty  of  two  fhiilings  and  eight- 
pence  per  ton,  as  light  money,  in 
addition  to  what  by  law  they*  are 
now  fubjeCt  to  pay,  for  the  ufe  and 
fervice  of  the  light-houfes  ;  and 
likewife  pay  unto  the  collector  of 
impoft  or  excife,  for  the  counties  of 
Suffolk,  Cumberland,  and  Briftol, 
double  the  duty  on  the  goods  im¬ 
ported  in  faid  vefTel,  as  is  or  may 
be  paid  at  that  time  upon  the  like 
goods  imported  in  a  vefTel  belong¬ 
ing  wholly  to  the  citizens  of  the  U~ 
nited  States  ;  and  a.  further  duty  of 
fixpence  fhall  be  paid  upon  every 
bufhel  of  fait  imported  in  any  fhip, 
vefTel,  or  craft,  owned  either  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  any  of  the  fub- 
jeCts  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  previous  to  their  breaking  bulk, 
they  lhall  give  bond  to  the  faid  col¬ 
lector  for  the  payment  of  the  fame. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  that  the 
{aid  duty  of  fixpence  per  bufhel  on 
fait,  fhall  not  be  paid  in  qafe  an 
open  trade  fhall  be  permitted  in  the 
Britifh  dominions,  and  during  the 
continuance  of  fuch  open  trade  j 
fuch  permiffion  to  be  lignified  by\ 
the  governor's  proclamation  as  a- 
forefaid. 

[J  a]  3,  And 
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•  And  whereas  fome  perfons,  for 
the  fake  of  enjoying  more  extendve 
privileges  in  commerce,  have  had 
double. fets  of  papers  for  their  vef- 
fels,  in  order  that  they  might  appear 
the  property  of  one  nation  or  an¬ 
other,  as  might  bed  anfwef  their 
purpofes :  for  the  prevention  of 
which  impofitions, 

Beit  enabled, that  from  and  after 
the  drd  day  of  Auguit  next,  any 
veffel  which  may  appear  to  have  two 
fets  of  papers,  by  the  one  of  which 
fhe  may  appear  to  be  the  property 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  the  other  the  property  of  fo¬ 
reigners  ;  or  if  it  dial!  be  made  to 
appear  that  any  veffel  that  has 
cleared  at  any  naval  office  in  this 
commonwealth,  as  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  thefe  dates,  dial!  af¬ 
terwards  enter  and  difcharge  her 
cargo  taken  in  and  cleared  as  qfore- 
faid,  in  any  foreign  port,  as  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  a  foreigner  ;  faid  veffel, 
upon  her  return  into  this  common¬ 
wealth,  fhall  be  forfeited,  and  may 
be  feized  by  the  naval  officer  of  the 
port  where  die  may  be  found,  or  by 
any  other  perfon  or  perfons,  who  may 
profecute  for  the  fame,  to  be  reco¬ 
vered,  and  the  money  aridng  from 
fuch  forfeiture  to  be  applied  as  a- 
forefaid ,  and  the  mader  of  fuch  vef¬ 
fel,  fo  offending,  dial!  forfeit  and  pay, 
for  the  ufe  of  this  commonwealth,  a 
fum  of  100k  to  be  recovered  as 
aforefaid. 

And  be  it  further  ena&ed,  that 
each  naval  officer  in  this  common¬ 
wealth,  previous  to  his  admitting 
any  veffel  to  an  entry,  fhall  admi- 
nifter  the  following  oath  or  affirma¬ 
tion  to  the  mader,  or  one  of  the 
principal  owners  thereof  (provided 
laid  veffel  fhall  appear  to  be  the 
property  of,  the  citizens  of  thefe 


dates)  and  certify  it  on  the  back  of 
the  regider  (if  not  done  before)  in 
the  following  words  : 

Port  of  178 

Then  perfonally  appeared  before 
me  one  of  the  prin¬ 

cipal  owners  (or  the  commander,  as 
the  cafe  in  ay  be)  of  the 
and  made  folemn  oath  (or  affirma¬ 
tion)  that  the  faid 
is  the  foie  property  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  no 
foreigner,  direCtly  or  indirectly,  hath 
any  part  or  fhare  therein. 

Naval  Officer.  . 

And  be  it  further  ena&ed  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  if  any  na¬ 
val  odicer,  or  his  deputy,  fhall  pre- 
fume  to  enter  or  dear  any  veffel, 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  a&,  or  if  any  na¬ 
val  officer,  collector  of  impod  and 
excife,  or  their  deputies,  fhall  ne- 
gleCt  any  of  the  duties  required  of 
them  by  this  act,  he  or  they,  fo  of¬ 
fending  or  neglecting  their  refpec- 
tive  duties,  fhall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
fum  of  300k  one  moiety  thereof  for 
the  ufe  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
the  other  moiety  thereof  for  the  ufe 
of  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  may 
profecute  for  the  fame,  to  be  fued 
for  and.  recovered  in  any  court  of 
record  in  this  commonwealth,  proper 
to  try  the  fame  ;  and  in  addition 
thereto  fhall  be  rendered  incapable 
of  any  further  exercife  of  his  or  their 
refpe&ive  offices. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  that  no¬ 
thing  in  this  a&  diall  be  condrued 
to  prevent  any  fhip  or  veffel  built  in 
this  commonwealth,  and  owned  ei¬ 
ther  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  of 
the  fubje&s  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  from  taking  a  cargo  upon 
her  hrd  departure  from  this  com- 
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monwealth,  upon  the  fame  terms, 
and  no  further  reilriCtions  than  if 
faid  veil'd  was  owned  by  the  citizens 
of  thefe  Hates. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  that 
this  aft  (hall  continue  in  full  force 
until  the  United  States  in  congrefs 
aifembled  fhall  be  veiled  with  com¬ 
petent  power  for  the  purpofe,  and 
iliall  have  paifed  an  ordinance  for 
the  regulation  of  the  commerce  of 
thefe  Hates  ;  and  the  period  may 
arrive  when  the  faid  ordinance  is  to 
take  eifeCt,  and  no  longer. 

In  the  houfe  of  reprefen tatives, 
June  23,  1785. — This  bill  having 
had  three  feveral  readings,  paifed  to 
be  enabled. 

Nathaniel  Gorham,  Speaker. 

In  fenate,  June  23,  1785.  This 
bill  having  had  two  feveral  readings, 
paifed  to  be  enabled. 

Samuel  Ph  1  l  1  ps,  jun.  Prefident. 

By  the  Governor,  Approved. 

James  Bowdoi n. 

True  copy.  Atteft. 


An  authentic  Copy  of  the  Irijh  Refolu - 
lutions ,  nvith  Amendments ,  as  pro- 
pojed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer. 

Die  fo-vis,  1  2  Mail ,  1 7  8  3 . 

j .  r  jOHAT  it  is  highly  important 
X  to.  the  general  intereH  of 
the  Britifh  empire,  that  the  inter- 
courfe  and  commerce  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  fhould  be  finally 
regulated  on  permanent  and  equita¬ 
ble  principles,  for  the  mutual  be- 
.nefit  of  both  countries. 

2.  That  a  full  participation  of 
commercial  advantages  ihould  be 
permanently  fecured  to  Ireland, 
whenever  a  provifion  equally  per¬ 
manent  and  fecure  (hall  be  made  by 
the  parliament  pf  that  kingdom,  to- 
towards  defraying,  in  proportion  to 
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its  growing  profperity,  theneceifary 
expences  in  time  of  peace,  of  pro¬ 
tecting  the  trade  and  general  inte- 
refis  of  the  empire, 

3.  That  towards  carrying  into 
full  effeCt  fo  defirable  a  fettlement, 
it  is  fit  and  proper  that  all  articles, 
not  the  growth  or  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  ihould  be 
imported  into  each  kingdom  from 
the  other  reciprocally,  under  the 
fame  regulations,  and  at  the  fame 
duties,  if  fubjeCt  to  duties,  to  which 
they  are  liable  when  imported  di- 
reCtly  from  the  place  of  their 
growth,  produCt,  or  manufacture  ; 
and  that  all  duties  originally  paid 
on  importation  into  either  country 
refpeCtively,  “  except  on  arrack 
<e  and  foreign  brandy,  and  on  rum, 

and  all  forts  of  firong  waters,  not 
<e  imported  from  the  Britifh  colo- 
“  nies  in  the  Wefi  Indies  or  Ame*. 
“  rica,”  ihall  be  fully  drawn  back 
on  exportation  to  the  other. 

4.  That  it  is  highly  important  to 
the  general  interefis  of  the  Britifh 
empire,  that  the  laws  for  regulating 
trade  and  navigation  ihould  be  the 
fame  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; 
and  therefore,  that  it  is  eifential  to¬ 
wards  carrying  into  effect  the  pre- 
fent  fettlement,  that  all  laws  which 
have  been  made,  or  fhall  be  made 
in  Great  Britain,  for  fecuring  ex- 
clufive  privileges  to  the  fhips  and 
mariners'  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  Britiih  colonies  and  planta¬ 
tions,  and  for  regulating  and  re~ 
firaining  the  trade  of  the  Britifh 
colonies  and  plantations,  fhall  be  in 
force  in  Ireland  in  the  fame  manner 
as  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  pro¬ 
per  meafures  ihould  from  time  to 
time  be  taken,  for  effectually  carry¬ 
ing  the  fame  into  execution. 

5 .  That  it  is  further  eifential  to 
this  fettlement,  that  all  goods  and 

\_A  a]  4  commodities 
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commodities  of  the  growth*  produce* 
or  manufacture  of  Britifh  or  foreign 
colonies,  in  America  or  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  the  Britifh  or  foreign 
fettlements  on  the  coafts  of  Africa, 
imported  into  Ireland,  fhould,  on 
importation,  be  fubjeCt  to  the  fame 
duties  as  the  like  goods  are,  or  from 
time  to  time  fhall  be  fubjeCl  to,  upon 
importation  into  Great  Britain. 

6.  That  in  order  to  prevent  illi¬ 
cit  practices,  injurious  to  the  reve¬ 
nue  and  commerce  of  both  king¬ 
doms,  it  is  expedient  that  all  goods, 
whether  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  or  of  any  foreign  country, 
which  fhall  hereafter  be  imported 
into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland,  or 
into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain, 
fhould  be  put,  by  laws  to  be  patted 
in  the  parliament  of  the  two  king¬ 
doms,  under  the  fame  regulations 
with  refpeft  to  bonds,  cockets,  and 
other  inftruments,  to  which  the  like 
goods  are  now  fubjeCt,  in  palling 
from  one  port  of  Great  Britain  to 
another  5  and  that  all  goods,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
Ireland,  imported  into  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  be  accompanied  with  a  like 
certificate,  as  is  now  required  by 
law,  on  the  importation  of  Irifh  li¬ 
nens  into  Great  Britain. 

7.  That  for  the  like  purpofe  it  is 
alfo  expedient,  that  when  any  goods, 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac¬ 
ture  of  the  Britifh  Weft  India  if- 
Ihnds,  fhall  be  fhipped  from  Ireland 
for  Great  Britain,  they  fhould  be 
accompanied  with  fuch  original  cer¬ 
tificates  of  the  revenue  officers  of  the 
Britifh  fugar  colonies,  as  fhall  be  re¬ 
quired  by  law  on  importation  into 
Great  Britain  ;  and  that  when  the 
whole  quantity  included  in  one  cer¬ 
tificate  fhall  not  be  fhipped  at  any 
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one  time,  the  original  certificate^ 
properly  endorfed  as  to  quantity, 
fhould  be  fent  with  the  firft  parcel  % 
and  to  identify  the  remainder,  if 
fhipped  at  any  future  period,  new 
certificates  fhould  be  granted  by  the 
principal  officers  of  the  ports  in  Ire¬ 
land,  extracted  from  a  regifter  of 
the  original  documents,  fpecifying 
the  quantities  before  fhipped  from 
thence,  by  what  veffels,  and  to  what 
port. 

8.  That  it  is  eflential  for  carry¬ 
ing  into  effect  the  prefent  fettlements 
that  all  goods  exported  from  Ire¬ 
land  to  the  Britifh  colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies  or  America,  fhould  from 
this  time  be  made  liable  to  fuch  du¬ 
ties  and  drawbacks,  and  put  under 
fuch  regulations, as  may  be  neceftary, 
in  order  that  the  fame  may  not  be 
exported  with  lefs  incumbrance  of 
duties  or  impofxtions,  than  the  like 
goods  fhall  be  burthened  with  whea 
exported  from  Great  Britain. 

9.  That  it  is  elTential  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  commercial  intereft  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  that  no  goods  of  the  growth* 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  any 
countries  beyond  the  Cape  ©f  Good 
Hope,  fhould  be  importable  into 
Ireland  from  any  foreign  European 
country ;  and  that  fo  long  as  the 
parliament  of  this  kingdom  fhall 
think  it  advifable  that  the  commerce 
to  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  fhall  be  carried  on  folely 
by  an  exclufive  company,  no  goods 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu¬ 
facture  of  the  faid  countries  fhould 
be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  Ire¬ 
land,  but  through  Great  Britain, 
and  that  the  fhips  going  from  Great 
Britain  to  any  of  the  laid  countries 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
fhould  not  be  reftrained  from  touch¬ 
ing  at  any  of  the  ports  in  Ireland, 

and 
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and  taking  on  board  there  any  of 
the  goods  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  that  kingdom. 

10.  That  it  is  neceffary,  for  the 
general  benefit  of  the  Bri  tifh  empire, 
that  no  prohibition  fhould  exift  in 
either  country  againft  the  importa¬ 
tion,  ufe,  or  lale  of  any  article,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  other  (“  except  fuch  as  either 
r<  kingdom  may  judge  expedient, 
#<  from  time  to  time,  upon  corn, 

meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bifcuits,”) 
and  that  the  duty  on  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  every  fuch  article,  if  fubjeCl 
to  duty  in  either  country,  fhould  be 
precifely  the  fame  in  the  one  coun¬ 
try  as  in  the  other,  except  where  an 
addition  may  be  neceffary,  in  either 
country,  in  confequence  of  an  in¬ 
ternal  duty  on  any  fuch  article  of 
its  own  confumption. 

11.  That  in  all  cafes  where  the 
duties  on  articles  of  the  growth,  pro¬ 
duct,  or  manufacture  of  either  coun¬ 
try,  are  different  on  the  importation 
into  the  other,  it  is  expedient  that 
they  fhould  be  reduced,  in  the  king¬ 
dom  where  they  are  the  highefl,  to 
the  amount  payable  in  the  other ; 
and  that  all  fuch  articles  ihould  be 
exportable  from  the  kingdom  into 
which  they  fliall  be  imported,  as 
free  from  duty  as  any  fimilar  com¬ 
modities  or  home  manufactures  of 
the  fame  kingdom. 

12.  That  it  is  alfo  proper,  that 
in  all  cafes  where  the  articles  of  the 
confumption  of  either  kingdom  (hall 
be  charged  with  an  internal  duty  on 
the  manufacture,  the  fame  manu¬ 
facture,  when  imported  from  the 
other,  may  be  charged  with  a  fur¬ 
ther  duty  on  importation,  adequate 
to  countervail  the  internal  duty  on 
the  manufacture,  except  in  the  cafe 
of  beer  imported  into  Ireland ;  fuch 
farther  duty  to  continue  fo  long  only 
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as  the  internal  confumption  fall  be 
charged  with  the  duty  or  duies,  to 
balance  which  it  fliall  be  irpofed, 
and  that  where  there  is  a  aty  on 
the  importation  of  the  raw  mterial 
of  any  manufacture,  in  one'dng- 
dom,  greater  than  the  duty  n  the 
like  raw  material  in  the  othr,  or 
where  the  whole  or  part  o  fuch 
duty  on  ihe  raw  material  is  irawn 
back,  or  compcnfated,  on  e*orta- 
tion  of  the  manufacture  froi  one 
kingdom  to  the  other,  fuch  lanu- 
faCture  may,  on  its  importatin,  be 
charged  with  a  counter vailin^duty 
as  may  be  fufficient  to  fubjd  the 
fame,  fo  imported,  to  the  farmbur- 
dens  as  the  manufacture  corooied 
of  the  like  raw  material  is  fubjit  to,, 
in  confequence  of  duties  on  tl  im¬ 
portation  of  fuch  material  j  the 
kingdom  into  which  fuch  nnu- 
faCture  is  fo  imported;  and  tlifaid 
manufactures,  fo  imported,  fhll  be 
entitled  to  fuch  drawbacks  or  Imn- 
ties  on  exportation,  as  may  ;ave 
the  fame  fubject  to  no  heavier  >ur- 
den  than  the  home-made  nnu- 
faCture. 

13.  That  in  order  to  give  per¬ 
manency  to  the  fettlement  nov  in¬ 
tended  to  be  eltabliflied,  it  isne- 
ceffary  that  no  prohibition,  onew 
or  additional  duties  fhould  be  Ire- 
after  impofed  in  either  kingdorron 
the  importation  of  any  article  o:be 
growth,  produCt,  or  manufaCtuj  of 
the  other,  except  fuch  addithal 
duties  as  may  be  requifite  to  balace 
duties  on  internal  confumption,fr- 
fuatit  to  the  foregoing  resolution 

14.  That  for  the  fame  purpe, 
it  is  neceffary,  farther,  that  no  p- 
hibition,  or  new  or  additional  dijr, 
fhould  be  hereafter  impofed  in  i- 
ther  kingdom  on  the  exportatioof 
any  article  of  native  growth, 
duCt,  or  manufacture,  from  them 
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to  th  other  ;  except  fuch  as  either 
kingom  may  deem  expedient,  from 
timeo  time,  upon  corn,  meal,  malt, 
flour  and  bifcuits. 

it  That  for  the  fame  purpofe 
it  i:  neceflary  that  no  bounties 
whaoever  fliould  be  paid  or  pay- 
ablan  either  kingdom,  on  the  ex- 
porttion  of  any  article  to  the  other, 
excet  fuch  as  relate  to  corn,  meal, 
mail  flour,  and  bifcuits,  beer,  and 
fpirs  diftilled  from  corn,  and  fuch 
as  a;  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks, 
or  cmpenfations  for  duties  paid  ; 
andhat  no  bounty  fhould  be  grant¬ 
ed  a  the  exportation  of  any  article 
to  ny  Britifli  colonies  or  planta¬ 
tion,  or  on  the  exportation  of  any 
artle  imported  from  the  Britifli 
platations,  or  any  manufacture 
tnae  of  fuch  article,  unlefs  in 
caf  where  a  flmilar  bounty  is  pay- 
ablin  Great  Britain,  on  exporta- 
tio  from  thence,  or  where  fuch 
baity  is  merely  in  the  nature  of  a 
drvback,  or  compenfation  of  or 
foduties  paid,  over  and  above  any 
pal  thereon  in  Britain. 

6.  That  it  is  expedient,  for  the 
gteral  benefit  of  the  Britifli  em- 
pe,  that  the  importation  of  articles 
frn  foreign  ftates  fliould  be  regu- 
lad  from  time  to  time  in  each 
k.gdom,  on  fuch  terms  as  may  a  fi¬ 
fed  an  effectual  preference  to  the 
importation  of  flmilar  articles  ©f  the 
giwth,  produCt,  or  manufacture  of 
V  other. 

1 7 .  That  it  is  expedient,  that  the 
cpy -rights  of  the  authors  and  book- 
ilers  of  Great  Britain  fhould 
mtinue  to  be  protected  in  the  man- 
ir  they  are  at  prefent,  by  the  laws 
<  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  it  is  juft 
tat  meafures  fliould  be  taken  by 
te  parliament  of  Ireland,  for  giv- 
:g  the  like  protection  to  the  copy- 
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rights  of  the  authors  and  bookfeller# 
of  that  kingdom. 

1 8  .That  the  appropri  ation  of  what-’ 
ever  fum  the  grofs  hereditary  reve¬ 
nue  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  (the 
due  collection  thereof  being  fecured 
by  permanent  proviflon)  fliall  pro¬ 
duce,  after  deducting  all  drawbacks, 
re-payments,  or  bounties  granted  in 
the  nature  of  drawbacks,  over  and 
above  the  fum  of  fix  hundred  and 
flfty-ftx  thoufand  pounds  in  each 
year,  towards  the  fupport  of  the  na¬ 
val  force  of  the  empire,  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  in  fuch  manner  as  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland  fhall  direCt,  by  an 
aCt  to  be  pafled  for  that  purpofe, 
will  be  a  fatisfaCtory  proviflon,  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  growing  profperity 
of  that  kingdom,  towards  defraying, 
in  time  of  peace,  the  neceflary  ex¬ 
pellees  of  protecting  the  trade  and 
general  interefts  of  the  empire. 

The  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th, 
and  17th  relblutions,  are  new. 

The  1 2th  and  1 8th  refolutions  are 
altered.  > 

The  words  marked  with  inverted 
commas,  in  the  3d  and  10th  refolu¬ 
tions,  are  new. 


1 The  Manchefter  Petition ,  Jigned  by 
One  hundred  and  c7  db-enty  thoufand 
Perfons ,  prefent ed  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords ,  17th  June. 

To  the  right  honourable  the  lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  parlia¬ 
ment  affeinbled.  - 

SHEWETH, 

^pHAT  your  petitioners,  juftly 
X  alarmed  at  the  injurious  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  propofltions,  moved  in 
the  Irifh  houfe  of  commons  by  Mr. 
Orde,  humbly  petitioned  the  ho¬ 
nourable 


STATE 


nourable  the  commons  of  Great 
Britain,  upon  their  introduction  into 
that  honourable  houi'e,  that  they 
would  be  pleafed  to  rejeCt  the  fame, 
as  unjuft,  umvife,  unrcafonable,  and 
impolitic,  not  having  either  equity, 
equality,  or  reciprocity  for  their  ba¬ 
fts  ;  nor  do  they  conceive,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  many  and  great  altera¬ 
tions  which  they  have  undergone  in 
that  honourable  houfe,  that  that 
reciprocity  is  by  any  means  efta- 
blifhed,  which  can  alone  make  them 
permanent ;  becaufe,  as  far  as  your 
petitioners  are  able  to  comprehend, 
the  principles  upon  which  they  are 
founded  are  by  no  means  either  equal 
or  equitable,  as  not  affording  a  fuf- 
ftcient  protection  to  the  manufac¬ 
tures  of  the  country,  in  proportion 
to  the  very  heavy  burdens  with 
which  they  are  loaded,  and  from 
which  thole  of  Ireland  are  fo  nearly 
exempted  ;  added  to  which,  linens, 
the  ftaple  manufacture  of  Ireland, 
are  for  ever  to  be  admitted  duty-free 
into  this  country,  whilft  not  only  the 
ftaple,  but  alfo  every  other  manu¬ 
facture  of  Great  Britain,  except 
that  of  linen,  is  to  be  charged  with 
a  duty  of  ten  and  an  half  per  cent, 
upon  their  importation  into  Ireland, 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  amount  of 
Irifti  linens,  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  is  nearly  equal  in  value  to 
the  whole  of  the  Britifh  manufac¬ 
tures  exported  to  that  country. 

Y our  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave 
to  ftate  to  this  right  honourable 
houfe,  the  difadvantages  they  labour 
under  now,  and  have  for  fome  time 
fuifered  in  their  foreign  markets, 
through  the  partial,  not  to  fay  im¬ 
politic  laws,  in  favour  of  Irilh  lin¬ 
ens,  to  the  exclufton  of  foreign  lin¬ 
ens  from  our  market,  and  the  de- 
preftion  of  the  Britifh  linen  manu¬ 
facture.  In  Rulfta  there  is  now  ex- 
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ifting  an  impoft  of  thirty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  upon  fome  of  our  Eng- 
lifti  manufactures ;  and  in  Germany 
a  prohibitory  ediCt  has  either  already 
taken  place,  or  is  upon  the  point  of 
fo  doing,  and  which  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity  the  determination  of  the  Britilh 
legiftature  on  the  Irilh  proportions 
will  tend  to  annul,  or  for  ever  con¬ 
firm  ;  if,  therefore,  inftead  of  leav¬ 
ing  an  opening  for  a  commercial 
regulation  with  thofe  ftates  who  are 
io  able,  and  have  hitherto  flievvn 
themfelves  fo  willing,  upon  the  true 
principles  of  reciprocity,  to  increafe 
in  a  very  confiderable  degree  the 
confumption  of  Britifh  manufac¬ 
tures,  the  legiftature  of  this  country 
fhould  preclude  themfelves  from  the 
power  of  hearkening  to  fair  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  offers,  and  lliould  for 
ever  bind  themfelves  from  doing  fq, 
it  may  merit  the  moil  ferious  conft- 
aeration  of  this  right  honourable 
houfe,  what  meafures  your  petition¬ 
ers,  as  fubjeCts  and  manufacturers  of 
this  nation,  are  to  expeCt  from  pow¬ 
ers  fo  circumftanced.  . 

But  your  petitioners  do  not  con¬ 
fine  their  views  to  the  danger  arifing 
immediately  and  direCtly  from  thefe 
propofitions,  as  affeCting  the  manu¬ 
factures  of  the  town  and  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Manchefter  only  ;  but  feel 
themfelves  equally  entitled,  as  fub- 
jeCts  of  this  country,  to  proteft  a- 
gainft  all  the  propofitions,  taken  ag¬ 
gregately,  as  a  new  and  deftruCtive 
fyftem  of  policy,  which,  by  univer- 
fally  undermining  the  commercial 
interefts  of  Great  Britain,  muftcon- 
fequently  affeCt  every  iutereft,  trade, 
and  manufacture  within  it,  the  pro- 
fperity  of  which  depends  evidently 
upon  the  general  wealth,  commerce, 
and  profperity  of  the  whole  na¬ 
tion. 

Ycur  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave 

v  to 
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to  obferve  to  this  right  honourable 
houEe,  that  if  the  proportions  had 
paii'ed  in  the  date  in  which  they 
were  originally  introduced  into  the 
Britifh  houfe  of  commons,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  frorri  the  alterations  which  that 
Honourable  houfe  has  lince  judged  it 
expedient  to  make  in  them,  the  moft 
fatal  confluences  mud  have  enfued 
to  the  landed,  funded,  and  commer¬ 
cial  interefts  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
though  fomething  has  been  done, 
much  more  remains  to  be  cffe&ed, 
and  which  your  petitioners  hope  for, 
from  the  wii'dom,  integrity,  and  in- 
dependence  of  your  lordlhips. 

Your  petitioners  are  fully  con¬ 
vinced  that  no  fyftem  but  what  pre- 
fcribes  a  participation  of  burthens, 
as  well  as  advantages,  can  either  be 
fair,  equitable,  or  permanent,  and 
therefore  they  are  of  opinion,  that 
a  complete  union  in  commerce,  po¬ 
licy,  and  legillation,  is  the  moft 
probable  means  of  eftablifhing  a 
jailing  harmony  and  good-will  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  and  prevent¬ 
ing  that  jealoufy  and  difcord  which 
the  prefent  propoiition3  are  fo  very 
likely  to  promote  and  encourage : 
but  fuch  fyftem,  they  humbly  ap¬ 
prehend,  can  only  be  the  refuk  of 
mature  deliberation,  and  which  your 
petitioners  prefume  there  is  not 
time  to  eftablilh  at  this  advanced 
period  of  the  feflion. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  moft 
humbly  befeech  your  lordlhips,  that 
they  may  be  heard  by  therafelves  or 
counfel  at  the  bar  of  this  right  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe,  againft  the  faid  pro- 
pofitions  :  and  that  your  lordlhips 
will  grant  them  fuch  relief  as  to  this 
right  honourable  houfe  lhall  f&em 
meet. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever 
pray,  &c. 

io 
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This  petition  was  ftgned  by  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  per- 
foils. 


L’he  following  is  the  letter  written  by 
the  King  of  Pruffia  to  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
the  Low  Countries ,  relative  to  the 
Prince  of  Grange. 

“  High  and  mighty  lords,  and 
particularly  good  friends  and 
neighbours,  &c. 

ii  XKT  E,  Frederic,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  king  of  Pruffia, 
margrave  of  Brandenbourg,  &c. 
&c.  &c. 

“  After  having  communicated  t© 
your  high  mightineiles  our  uneafi- 
nefs  and  intentions  by  our  ample 
letter  of  the  29th  of  February,  of 
the  laft  year,  refpe&ing  the  difa- 
greeable  fituation  for  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  of  the  lord  hereditary  ftadt- 
holder  prince  of  Orange  and  Naffau ; 
and  having  received  on  that  head, 
on  the  part  of  your  high  mightineffes, 
by  your  anfwer  of  the  31ft  of  Au- 
guft  of  the  fame  year,  affiurances  fo 
agreeable  refpefling  that  affair,  we 
did  hope  that  thefe  circumftances 
would  not  have  taken  place  any 
more  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  faid  lord  hereditary  ftadtholder 
would  have  been  left  in  the  quiet 
exercife  of  the  inconteftible  prero¬ 
gatives  appertaining  to  his  dignity 
of  hereditary  ftadtholder. 

<c  But  fmce  we  learn  the  contra¬ 
ry,  and  even  fome  very  unfavoura¬ 
ble  advices  from  fome  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  your  high  mightineffes, 
this  has  excited  us  to  difpatch  to  the 
lords  ftates  of  the  province  of  Hol¬ 
land  and  Weft  Frifeland,  a  letter  of 
which  a  copy  is  enclofed. 

(t  Being 
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Bring  convinced  of  your  high 
Hiightinefies  love  of  equity,  and  of 
your  affedlion  for  the  houfe  of  Orange 
and  Nafi'au,  which  has  merited  it, 
in  all  the  Hates  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  we  mod  earneftly  pray  your 
high  mightinelfes,  by  the  prefent, 
as  a  neighbour  and  friend,  to  inter- 
pofe  in  the  prefent  difagreeable 
events,  and  that  you  will  addrefs 
with  zeal,  both  the  lords.  Hates  of 
Holland  and  Weft  Frifeland,  and 
the  ftates  of  the  other  provinces, 
where  neceftary,  in  order  that  the 
lord  hereditary  ftadtholder  may 
peaceably  enjoy  the  right  belonging 
to  hint  hereditarily,  that  thofe 
taken  from  him  may  be  reftored, 
and  that  a  perfedt  harmony  may  be 
re-eftabliftied. 

<€  Thus  we  recommend  by  the 
prefent  in  the  moft  ferious  manner 
to  your  high  mightineftes,  the  wel¬ 
fare  and  interefts  of  the  lord  here¬ 
ditary  ftadtholder,  of  our  dear  niece, 
and  of  their  family,  which  gives  fo 
much  hopes  ;  that  your  high  migh¬ 
tineftes  therefore  will  vouchfafe  to 
take  into  deliberation,  and  make  the 
lords  of  the  refpedlive  ftates  conlider, 
that  we  cannot  be  indifferent  refpedl- 
ing  the  cruel  and  unmerited  fate  of 
perfons  fo  nearly  related  to  us  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  we  fhall  watch 
over  the  prefervation  of  the  welfare 
due  to  them,  and  to  which  we  ought 
to  contribute  by  every  poffible 
means.  To  that  effedt,  we  effec¬ 
tually  prefent  our  impartial  me¬ 
diation,  in  quality  of  friend  and 
neighbour,  and  with  the  bell  inten¬ 
tions. 

“  We  hope  to  fee,  in  confequence, 
that  our  wilhes  will  be  fulfilled  in 
that  refpect ;  and  in  this  expedlation 
we  remain  at  all  times,  aftedlionate 
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to  your  high  mightineftes  as  a  friend 
and  a  neighbour. 

FREDERICK, 
Berlin,  Sept.  18,  1785. 

and  underneath 

HERTSBERG. 

FINCKENSTEIN. 


Heads  of  the  principal  Adis  of  Par¬ 
liament  paffed  in  the  Tear  1784. 

A  N  adl  for  eftablilhing  certain  r a* 
gulations  concerning  the  port¬ 
age  and  conveyance  of  letters  and 
packets  by  the  poll  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

An  adl  for  further  continuing,  for 
a  limited  time,  an  adl  made  in  the 
twenty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  intituled,  “  An  adl 
for  preventing  certain  inftruments 
from  being  required  from  fhips  be¬ 
longing  to  the  United  States  of  A- 
merica  ;  and  to  give  to  his  majefty, 
for  a  limited  time,  certain  powers 
for  the  better  carrying  on  trade  and* 
commerce  between  the  fubjedls  of 
his  majefty’s  dominions,  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  faid  United  States/* 
An  adl  for  the  better  regulation 
and  management  of  the  affair?  of 
the  Eaft  India  company,  and  of  the 
Britifh  pofteftions  in  India  ;  and  for 
eftablilhing  a  court  of  judicature, 
for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effectual 
trial  of  perfons  accufed  of  offences 
committed  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

An  adl  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
grant  to  the  heirs  of  the  former  pro¬ 
prietors,  upon  certain  terms  and 
conditions,  the  forfeited  eftates  in 
Scotland,  which  were  put  under  the 
management  of  a  board  of  truftees, 
by  an  adl  palled  in  the  twenty- fifth 

year 
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year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majefty 
king  George  the  Second  ;  and  to 
repeal  the  laid  aft. 

An  aft  for  the  effeftuai  tranfpcr- 
tation  of  felons,  and  other  offenders; 
and  to  authorize  the  removal  of  pri- 
foners  in  certain  cafes ;  and  for  other 
purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  majefty 
certain  additional  rates  of  portage 
for  conveyance  of  letters  and  pack¬ 
ets  by  the  poft,  within  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  ;  for  preventing 
frauds  in  the  revenue  carried  on  by 
the  conveyance  of  certain  goods  in 
letters  and  packets  ;  and  for  further 
preventing  frauds  and  abufes  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  fending  and  receiving 
of  letters  and  packets  free  from 
poftage. 


Heads  of  the  principal  Afts  of  Par- 
ment  pajfed  in  1785. 

FOR  confining,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  trade  between  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  in  the 
ifland  of  Newfoundland,  to  bread, 
Pour,  and  live  ftock,  to  be  import¬ 
ed  in  none  but  Britifh-built  ftiips, 
actually  belonging  to  Britifh  fub¬ 
jefts,  and  navigated  according  to 
law,  clearing  out  from  the  ports  of 
his  majefty’s  European  dominions. 


and  furniftied  with  a  licence  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  form  thereunto  annexed. 

For  appointing  commiffioners  to 
enquire  into  the  fees,  gratuities,  per- 
quifites,  and  emoluments,  which  are, 
or  ha^e  been  lately  received  in  the 
feveral  public  offices  therein  men¬ 
tioned  ;  to  examine  into  any  abufes 
which  may  exift  in  the  fame,  and  to 
report  fuch  obfervations  as  fhall  oc¬ 
cur  to  them  for  the  better  conduft- 
ing  and  managingffhe  buiinefs  tranf- 
afted  in  the  iaid  offices. 

For  the  better  regulating  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  treafurer  of  his  majefty’s 
navy. 

For  the  better  examining  and  au¬ 
diting  the  public  accounts  of  this 
kingdom. 

For  appointing  commiffioners  fur¬ 
ther  to  enquire  into  the  Ioffes  and 
fervices  of  all  fuch  perfons  who  have 
fuffered  in  their  rights,  properties, 
and  profeffions,  during  the  late  un¬ 
happy  diffenfions  in  America,  in 
confequence  of  their  loyalty  to  his 
majefty,  and  attachment  to  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  government. 

To  limit  the  duration  of  polls 
and  fcrutinies,  and  for  making  other 
regulations,  touching  the  eleftion 
cf  members  to  ferve  in  parliament 
for  places  within  England  and 
Wales,  and  for  Berwick  upon 
Tweed  ;  and  alfo  for  removing  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  may  arife  for  want 
of  returns  being  made  of  members 
to  ferve  in  parliament. 
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Account  and  C  haracter  of  the  natives  of 
the  Friendly  Illands :  From  Vol.  I. 
of  Captain  Cook’s  laft  <voyage  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  the  years 
1776,  1777,  1778,  1780. 

<{  HE  natives urthe Friendly 
JL  Illands  feldom  exceed  the 
common  ftature  (though  we  have 
meafured  fome,  who  were  above  fix 
feet)  ;  but  are  very  ftrong,  and 
well  made ;  efpecially  is  to  their 
limbs.  They  are  generally  broad 
about  the  fhoulders;  and  though 
the  mufcular  difpofition  of  he  men, 
which  feems  a  confequence  01  much 
action,  rather  conveys  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  firength  than  of  beauty, 
there  are  feveral  to  be  feen,  who 
are  really  handfome.  Their  fea¬ 
tures  are  very  various  ;  infomuch, 
that  it  is  fcarcely  poftible  to  fix  on 
any  general  likenefs,  by  which  to 
characterize  them,  unlefs  it  be  a 
fullnefs  at  the  point  of  the  nofe, 
which  is  very  common.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  met  with  hun¬ 
dreds  of  truly  European  faces,  and 
many  genuine  Roman  nofes,  a- 
monglt  them.  Their  eyes  and 
teeth  are  good  ;  but  the  laft  neither 
fo  remarkably  white,  nor  fo  well 
fet  as  is  often  found  amongft  Indian 
nations ;  though,  to  balance  that 
few  of  them  have  any  uncommon 
thicknefs  about  the  lips,  a  defeCl  as 
frequent  as  the  other  perfeClion. 

The  women  are  not  fo  much  dif- 
Vol.  XXVII. 
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tinguifhed  from  the  men  by  their 
features  as  by  their  general  form, 
which,  is,  for  the  moft  part,  defti- 
tute  of  that  ftrong  fiefhy  firmnefs 
that  appears  in  the  latter.  Though 
the  features  of  fome  are  fo  delicate, 
as  not  only  to  be  a  true  index  of 
their  fex,  but  to  lay  claim  to  a 
confiderable  fhare  of  beauty  and 
expreflion,  the  rule  is,  by  no 
means,  fo  general  as  in  many  other 
countries.  But,  at  the  fame  time, 
this  is  frequently  the  moft  excep¬ 
tionable  part;  for  the  bodies  and 
limbs  of  moft  of  the  females  are 
well  proportioned  ;  and  fome,  ab- 
fojutely,  perfeCl  models  of  a  beau¬ 
tiful  figure.  But  the  moft  remark¬ 
able  diftinCtion  in  the  women,  is 
the  uncommon  fmallnefs  and  deli¬ 
cacy  of  their  fingers,  which  may 
be  put  in  competion  with  the  fineft 
in  Europe. 

The  general  colour  is  a  caft 
deeper  than  the  copper  brown  ;  but 
feveral  of  the  men  and  women  have 
a  true  olive  complexion  ;  and  fome 
of  the  laft  are  even  a  great  deal 
fairer  ;  which  is  probably  the  effeCt 
of  being  lefs  expofed  to  the  fun  ;  as 
a  tendency  to  corpulence,  in  a  few 
of  the  principal  people,  feems  to 
be  the  confequence  of  a  more  in¬ 
dolent  life.  It  is  alio  amongft  the 
laft,  that  a  foft  clear  Ikin  is  moft 
frequently  obferved.  Amongft  the 
bulk  of  the  people,  the  Ikin  is, 
more  commonly,  of  a  dull  hue, 
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with  fome  degree  of  roughnefs,  ef-  fimilarity  of  fymptoms,  it  cannot 
pecially  the  parts  that  are  not  co-  be  the  effecft  of  the  venereal  conta- 
vered  ;  which,  perhaps,  may  be  gion  ;  unlefs  we  adopt  a  fuppofition, 
occafioned  by  fome  cutaneous  dif-  which  I  could  wifh  had  fufficierit 
eafe.  We  faw  a  man  and  boy  at  foundation  in  truth,  that  the  vene- 
Happaee,  and  a  child  at  Anna-  real  diforder  was  not  introduced  here 
mooka,  perfectly  white.  Such  have  from  Europe,  by  our  Hiips  in  1773. 
been  found  among!!  all  black  na-  It,  afluredly,  was  now  found  to 
tions  ;  but  I  apprehend  that  their  exift  amongft  them  ;  for  we  had  not 
colour  is  rather  a  difeafe,  than  a  been  long  there,  before  fome  of  our 
natural  phenomenon.  people  received  the  infection  ;  and 

There  are,  neverthelefs,  upon  I  had  the  mortification  to  learn 
the  whole,  few  natural  defedls  or  from  thence,  that  all  the  care  I 
deformities  to  be  found  amongft  took,  when  I  firft  vilited  thefe 
them ;  though  we  faw  two  or  three  illands,  to  prevent  this  dreadful 
with  their  feet  bent  inward ;  and  difeafe  from  *being  communicated 
fome  afhidied  with  a  fort  of  blind-  to  their  inhabitants,  had  proved 
nefs,  occafioned  bv  a  difeafe  of  the  ineffectual.  What  is  extraordinary, 
cornea.  Neither  are  they  exempt  they  do  not  feem  to  regard  it 
from  fome  other  difeafes.  The  much  ;  and  as  we  faw  few  figns  of 
mofl  common  of  which  is  the  tet-  its  deflroying  effects,  probably  the 
ter,  or  ring-worm,  that  feems  to  climate,  and  the  way  of  living  of 
affeft  almoft  one  half  of  them,  and  thefe  peo.de,  greatly  abate  its  vi- 
leaves  whitifh  ferpentine  marks,  rulence.  There  are  two  other  dif- 
cvery  where,  behind  it.  But  this  eafes  frequent  amongft  them ;  one 
is  of  lefs  confequence  than  another  of  which  is  an  indolent  firm  fwell- 
difeafe,  which  is  very  frequent,  and  ing,  which  affefls  the  legs  and 
appears  on  every  part  of  the  body,  arms,  and  increafes  them  to  an 
in  large  broad  ulcers  with  thick  extraordinary  fize  in  their  whole 
white  edges,  difcharging  a  thin,  length.  The  other  is  a  tumour  of 
clear  matter  ;  fome  of  which  had  a  the  lame  fort,  in  the  teiHcles,  which 
very  virulent  appearance,  particii-  fometimes  exceed  the  fize  of  the 
larly  thofe  on  the  face,  which  were  two  fids.  But,  in  other  relpe&s, 
Blocking  to  look  at'.  And  yet  we  they  may  be  confidered  as  uncom- 
rnet  with  fome  who  feemed  to  be  monly  healthy ;  not  a  fingle  per- 
cured  of  it,  and  others  in  a  fair  fon  having  been  feen,  during  our 
way  of  being  cured ;  but  this  was  Hay,  confined,  to  the  houle,  by 
not  effected  without  the  lofs  of  the  ficknefs  of  any  kind.  On  the  con- 
nofe,  or  of  the  bell:  part  of  it.  As  trary,  their  ftrength  and  activity 
we  know  for  a  certainty  *  (and  the  are,  every  way,  anfwerable  to 
fa£l  is  acknowledged  by  them-  their  mufcular  appearance ;  and 
felves),  that  the  people  of  thefe  they  exert  both,  in  their  ufual  em- 
ifiands  were  fubjecft  to  this  loath-  ployment,  and  in  their  diverfions, 
fome  difeafe  before  the  Englilh  firft  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  there  can 
vifited  them,  notwithstanding  the  be  no  doubt  of  their  being,  as  yet, 

*  See  Vol.ii.  p.  2,0.  of  Captain  Cook’s  Voyage,  where  he  gives  a  particular 
account. of  meeting  with  a  perfon  afuidted  with  this  difeafe,  at  Annamooka,  ©11 
his  landing  there  in  177?;. 
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little  debilitated  by  the  numerous 
difeafes  that  are  the  confequence 
of  indolence,  and  an  unnatural 
method  of  life. 

The  graceful  air  and  firm  Hep 
with  which  thefe  people  walk,  are 
not  the  lead  obvious  proof  of  their 
perfonal  accomplifhments.  They 
confider  this  as  a  tiling  fo  natural, 
or  fo  necelfary  to  be  acquired,  that 
nothing  ufed  to  excite  their  laugh¬ 
ter  fooner,  than  to  fee  us  frequently 
Humbling  upon  the  roots  of  trees,  or 
other  inequalities  of  the  ground. 

Their  countenances  very  remark¬ 
ably  exprefs  the  abundant  mildnefs, 
or  good-nature  which  they  poffefs  ; 
and  are  entirely  free  from  that  fa- 
vase  keennefs  which  marks  nations 
in  a  barbarous  Hate.  One  would, 
indeed,  be  apt  to  fancy  that  they 
had  been  bred  up  under  the  fevered 
reHri&ions,  to  acquire  an  afpedt  fo 
fettled,  and  fuch  a  command  of 
their  paffions,  as  well  as  Headinefs 
in  condufl.  But  they  are,  at  the 
fame  time,  frank,  cheerful,  and 
good-humoured;  though,  fome- 
times,  in  the  prefence  of  their 
Chiefs,  they  put  on  a  degree  of 
gravity,  and  fuch  a  fericus  air  as 
becomes  HifF  and  &ukward,  and  has 
an  appearance  of  referve. 

Their  peaceable  difpolition  is 
fufficiently  evinced,  from  the  friend¬ 
ly  reception  all  Hrangers  have  met 
with,  who  have  vifited  them.  In- 
Head  of  offering  to  attack  them 
openly,  or  clandeHinely,  as  lias 
been  the  cafe  with  mod  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  thefe  feas,  they  have 
never  appeared,  in  the  fmalled  de¬ 
gree,  hoHile  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
like  the  moH  civilized  people,  have 
courted  an  intercourfe  with  their 
vifiters,  by  bartering,  which  is  the 
only  medium  that  unites  all  nations 
in  a  fort  of  friendfhip.  They  un- 
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derdand  barter  (which  they  call  fuk- 
katou )  fo  perfectly,  that,  at  HrH, 
we  imagined  they  might  have  ac¬ 
quired  this  knowledge  of  it  by 
commercial  intercourfe  with  the 
neighbouring  idands ;  but  we  were 
afterward  affured,  that  they  had 
little  or  no  traffic,  except  with 
Feejee,  from  which  they  get  the  red 
feathers,  and  the  few  other  articles, 
mentioned  before.  ^Perhaps,  no 
nation  in  the  world  traffic  with  more 
honeHy  and  lefs  diilruH.  We  could 
always  fafely  permit  them  to  exa¬ 
mine  our  goods,  and  to  hand  them, 
about,  one  to  another ;  and  they 
put  the  fame  confidence  in  us.  If 
either  party  repented  of  the  bargain, 
the  goods  were  re-exchanged  with 
mutual  confent  and  good-humour. 
Upon  the- whole,  they  ieem  poffeffed 
of  many  of  the  mod  excellent  qua¬ 
lities  that  adorn  the  human  mind; 
fuch  as  induHry,  ingenuity,  perseve¬ 
rance,  affability,  and,  perhaps,  other 
virtues  which  our  fhort  Hay  with  them 
might  prevent  our  obferving. 

The  only  defedf  fullying  their 
charadler,  that  we  know  of,  is  a 
propenfity  to  thieving ;  to  which, 
we  found,  thofe  of  all  ages,  and 
both  fexes,  addidted ;  and  to  an 
uncommon  degree.  It  fhould,  how¬ 
ever,  be  coniidered,  that  this  ex¬ 
ceptionable  part  of  their  condudl 
feemed  to  exiH.  merely  with  refpedt 
to  us  ;  for,  in  their  general  inter¬ 
courfe  with  one  another,  Ihadrea- 
ion  to  be  of  opinion,  that  thefts  do 
not  happen  more  frequently  (per¬ 
haps  lefs  fo)  than  in  other  countries, 
the  diffioneH  practices  cf  whofe 
worthlefs  individuals  are  not  fup- 
pofed  to  authorize  any  indilcrimi- 
nate  cenfure  on  the  whole  body  of 
the  people.  Great  allowances  fhould 
be  made  for  the  foibles  of  thefe 
poor  natives  of  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
B  2  whofe 
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whofe  minds  we  overpowered  with 
the  glare  of  objects,  equally  new 
to  them,  as  they  were  captivating. 
Stealing,  amongd  the  civilized  and 
enlightened  nations  of  the  world, 
may  well  be  confidered  as  denoting 
a  charafter  deeply  dained  with  mo¬ 
ral  turpitude,  with  avarice  unre- 
drained  by  the  known  rules  of  right, 
and  with  profligacy  producing  ex¬ 
treme  indigence,  and  neglecting  the 
means  of  relieving  it.  But  at  the 
Friendly  and  other  iflands  which 
we  vifited,  the  thefts,  fo  frequently 
committed  by  the  natives,  of  what 
we  had  brought  along  with  us,  may 
be  fairly  traced  to  lefs  culpable 
motives.  They  feemed  to  arife, 
folely,  from  an  intenfe  curiofity  or 
dehre  to  poffefs  fomething  which 
they  had  not  been  accuftomed  to 
before,  and  belonging  to  a  fort  of 
people  fo  different  from  themfelves. 
And,  perhaps,  if  it  were  poffible, 
that  a  fet  of  beings,  feemingly  as 
fuperior  in  our  judgment,  as  we  are 
in  theirs,  fhould  appear  amongd  us, 
it  might  be  doubted,  whether  our 
natural  regard  to  j office  would  be 
able  to  reftrain  many  from  falling 
into  the  fame  error.-  That  I  have 
affigned  the  true  motive  for  their 
propenfity  to  this  pra&ice,  appears 
from  their  Healing  every  thing  in- 
difcriminately  at  drd  fight,  before 
they  could  have  the  lead  conception 
of  converting  their  prize  to  any 
one  ufeful  purpofe.  But,  I  believe, 
with  us,  no  perfon  would  forfeit  his 
reputation,  or  expofe  himfelf  to 
punifhment,  without  knowing,  be¬ 
fore  hand,  how  to  employ  the  dolen 
goods.  Upon  the  whole,  the  pil¬ 
fering  difpodtion  of  thefe  idanders, 
though  certainly  difagreeable  and 
troublefome  to  drangers,  was  the 
means  of  affording  us  feme  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  the  quicknefs  of  their 


intellects.  For  their  fmall  thefts 
were  committed  with  much  dexteri¬ 
ty  ;  and  thofe  of  greater  confe- 
quence  with  a  plan  or  fcheme  fuited 
to  the  importance  of  the  objects. 
An  extraordinary  indance  of  the 
lad  fort,  their  attempts  to  carry  a- 
way  one  of  the  Difcovery’s  anchors, 
at  mid-day,  has  been  already  re¬ 
lated. 

Their  hair  is,  in  general,  draight, 
thick,  and  drong ;  though  a  few 
have  it  budiy  or  frizzled.  The  na¬ 
tural  colour,  I  believe,  almod  with¬ 
out  exception,  is  black  ;  but  the 
greated  part  of  the  men,  and  fome 
of  the  women,  have  it  dained  of  a 
brown,  or  purple  colour  ;  and  a  few 
of  an  orange  cad.  The  drd  colour 
is  produced  by  applying  a  fort  of 
plafter  of  burnt  coral,  mixed  with 
water  ;  the  fecond,  by  the  rafpings 
of  a  reddidi  wood,  which  is  made 
up  with  water  into  a  poultice,  and 
laid  over  the  hair  ;  and  the  third  is, 
I  believe,  the  effeCt  of  timneric 
root. 

When  I  drd  vidted  thefe  iflands, 
I  thought  it  had  been  an  univerfal 
cudom  for  both  men  and  women  to 
wear  the  hair  fhort  ;  but,  during 
our  prefent  longer  day,  we  faw  a 
great  many  exceptions.  Indeed, 
they  are  fo  whimdcal  in  their  fafhi- 
ons  of  wearing  it,  that  it  is  hard  to 
tell  which  is  mod  in  vogue.  Some 
have  it  cut  oft'  from  one  fide  of  the 
head,  while  that  on  the  other  fide 
remains  long  ;  fome  have  only  a 
portion  of  it  cut  fhort,  or,  perhaps, 
fhaved  ;  others  have  it  entirely  cut 
off,  except  a  fingle  lock,  which  is 
left  commonly  on  one  fide  ;  or,  it 
is  differed  to  grow  to  its  full  length, 
without  any  of  thefe  mutilations. 
The  women,  in  general,  wear  it 
fhort.  The  men  have  their  beards 
cut  fhort ;  and  both  men  and  wo¬ 
men 
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men  firip  the  hair  from  their  arm- 
pits.  The  operation  by  which  this 
is  performed  has  been  already  de- 
fcribed.  The  men  are  fiained  from 
about  the  middle  of  the  belly,  to 
about  half  way  down  the  thighs,* 
with  a  deep  blue  colour.  This  is 
done  with  a  fiat  bone  inftrument, 
cut  full  of  fine  teeth,  which,  being- 
clipped  in  the  ftaining  mixture,  pre¬ 
pared  from  the  juice  of  the  dooedooe, 
is  firuck  into  the  fkin  with  a  bit  of 
hick  ;  and,  by  that  means,  inde¬ 
lible  marks  are  made.  In  this 
manner  they  trace  lines  and  figures, 
which,  in  fome,  are  very  elegant, 
both  from  the  variety,  and  from 
the  arrangement.  The  women  have 
only  a  few  fmall  lines  or  fpots,  thus 
imprinted,  on  the  infide  of  their 
hands.  Their  kings,  as  a  mark  of 
diftinftion,  are  exempted  from  this 
cuftom,  as  alfo  from  inflicting  on 
themfelves  any  of  thofe  bloody 
marks  of  mourning,  which  fliall  be 
raepdoned  in  another  place. 

The  men  are  all  circumcifed,  or 
rather  fupercifed  ;  as  the  operation 
co  nil  its  in  cutting  off  only  a  fmall 
piece  of  the  forefkin,  at  the  upper 
part  ;  which,  by  that  means,  is  ren¬ 
dered  incapable,  ever  after,  of  co¬ 
vering  th c  glans.  This  is  all  they 
aim  at ;  as  they  fay,  the  operation 
is  practiced  from  a  notion  of  clean- 
linefs. 

The  drefs  of  both  men  and  wo¬ 
men  is  the  fame  ;  and  confifts  of  a 
piece  of  cloth  or  matting  (butmoftly 
the  former) ,  about  two  yards  wide, 
and  two  and  half  long  ;  at  leak,  fo 
long  as  to  go  once  and  a  half  round 
the  waifi,  to  which  it  is  confined  by 
a  girdle  or  cord.  It  is  double  be¬ 
fore,  and  hangs  down,  like  a  petti¬ 
coat,  as  low  as  the  middle  of  the 
leg.  The  upper  part  of  the  gar¬ 
ment.,  above  the  girdle,  is  plaited 
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into  feveral  folds  ;  fo  that,  when 
unfolded,  there  is  cloth  fufficient  to 
draw  up  and  wrap  round  the  fhould- 
ers  ;  which  is  very  feldom  done. 
This,  as  to  form,  is  tlm  general 
drefs  ;  but  large  pieces  of  cloth, 
and  fine  matting,  are  worn  only  by 
the  fuperior  people.  The  inferior 
fort  are  fatisfied  with  fmall  pieces  ; 
and,  very  often,  wear  nothing  but  a 
covering  made  of  leaves  of  plants, 
or  the  marOy  which  is  a  narrow  piece 
of  cloth,  or  matting,  like  a  fafh. 
This  they  pafs  between  the  thighs, 
and  wrap  round  the  waifi  ;  but  the 
ufe  of  it  is  chiefly  confined  to  the 
men.  In  their  great  halvas ,  or  en¬ 
tertainments,  they  have  various  dref- 
fes  made  for  the  purpofe ;  but  the 
form  is  always  the  fame ;  and  the 
richeft  drefles  are  covered,  more  or 
lefs,  with  red  feathers.  On  what 
particular  occafion  their  Chiefs  wear 
their  large  red  feather-caps,  I  could 
not  learn.  Both  men  and  women, 
fometimes  fnade  their  faces  from  the 
fun  with  little  bonnets,  made  of  va¬ 
rious  materials. 

As  the  cloathing,  fo  are  the  orna-. 
ments,  worn  by  thofe  of  both  fexes, 
the  fame.  The  mofi  common  of 
thefe  are  necklaces,  made  of  the 
fruit  of  the  pandanusy  and  various 
fweet-fmelling  flowers,  which  go 
under  the  general  name  of  kahulia. 
Others  are  compofed  of  fmall  fhells, 
the  wing  and  leg-bones  of  birds, 
fhark’s  teeth,  and  other  things ;  all 
which  hang  loofe  upon  the  break. 
In  the  fame  manner,  they  often 
wear  a  mother-of-pearl  fhell,  neatly 
polifhed,  or  a  ring  of  the  fame  fub- 
fiance  carved,  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  arm  ;  rings  of  tortoife -fhell  on 
the  fingers ;  and  a  number  of  thefe, 
joined  together,  as  bracelets  on  the 
wrifts. 

The  lobes  of  the  ears  (though, 
B  3  mofi 
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moll  frequently,  only  one)  are  per¬ 
forated  with  two  holes,  in  which 
they  wear  cylindrical  bits  of  ivory, 
about  three  inches  lonp-  introduced 
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at  one  hole,  and  brought  out  of  the 
other  ;  or  bits  of  reed  of  the  fame 
fize,  filled  with  a  yellow  pigment. 
This  feems  to  be  a  fine  powder  of 
turmeric ,  with  which  the  women  rub 
themfelves  all  over,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  our  ladies  ufe  their  dry 
rouge  upon  the  cheeks. 

Nothing  appears  to  give  them 
greater  pleafure  than  perfonal  clean- 
linefs ;  to  produce  which,  they  fre¬ 
quently  bathe  in  the  ponds,  which 
ieem  to  ferve  no  other  purpofe*. 
Though  the  water  in  moil  of  them 
{links  intolerably,  they  prefer  them 
to  the  fea  ;  and  they  are  fo  fenlible 
that  fait  water  hurts  their  {kin,  that, 
when  lieceility  obliges  them  to  bathe 
in  the  fea,  they  commonly  have 
home  cocoa-nut  {hells,  filed  with 
frelh  water,  poured  over  them,  to 
wafh  it  off.  They  are  immoderately 
fond  of  cocoa-nut  oil  for  the  fame 
reafon  ;  a  great  quantity  of  which 
they  not  only  pour  upon  their  head 
and  fhoulders,  but  rub  the  body 
all  over,  brifldy,  with  a  fmaller 
quantity.  And  none  but  thofe  who 
have  been  this  practice,  can  eafily 
conceive  how  the  appearance  of  the 
ikin  is  improved  by  it.  This  oil, 
however,  is  not  to  be  procured  by 
every  one  ;  and  the  inferior  fort  of 
people,  doubtlefs,  appear  lefs  fmooth 
for  the  want  of  it.” 


Account  and.  Character  of  the  Na¬ 
tives  of  Otaheite  ;  fro?n  V ol.  I!, 
of  the  fame  Work . 

C  C  Jn.  T  O  T  H I N  G  could  make  a 
4  -4  hronger  imp  re  {lion,  at  frit 
fight,  on  our  arrival  here,  than  the 
remarkable  contrail  between  the  ro- 
bufl  make  and  dark  colour  of  the 
people  of  Tongataboof ,  and  a  fort 
of  delicacy  and  whitenefs,  which 
diftinguifh  the  inhabitants  of  Ota¬ 
heite.  It  was  even  forne  time  be¬ 
fore  that  difference  could  preponde¬ 
rate  in  favour  of  the  Otaheiteans ; 
and  then  only,  perhaps,  becaufe  we 
became  accuhomed  to  them,  the 
marks  which  had  recommended  the 
others  began  to  be  forgotten.  Their 
women,  however,  {truck  us  as  fupe- 
rior  in  every  refpe<5l ;  and  as  poffef- 
ling.  all  thofe  delicate  charafterillics, 
which  diftinguiih  them  from  the 
other  fex  in  many  countries.  The 
beard  v/liich  the  men  here  weUr 
long,  and  the  hair  which  is  not  cut 
fo  fhort,  as  is  the  fafhion  at  Tonga - 
taboo,  made  alfo  a  great  difference ; 
and  we  could  not  help  thinking, 
that,  on  every  occafion,  they  ihew'- 
ed  a  greater  degree  of  timidity  and 
ficklenefs.  The  mufcular  appear¬ 
ance,  fd  common  among!!  the 
Friendly  I  danders,  and  which  feems 
a  confequence  of  their  being  accuf- 
tomed  to  much  aftion,  is  loll  here, 
where  the  fuperior  fertility  of  their 
country  enables  the  inhabitants  to 
lead  a  more  indolent  life  ;  and  its 
place  is  fupplied  by  a  plumpnefs 
and  fmoothnefs  of  the  Ikin  ;  which. 


*  So  at  the  Caroline  Iflands.  cc  Ils  font  accoutumes  a  fe  baigner  trois  fois,  le 
jour,  le  matin,  a  midi,  et  lur  le  fob.”  Lettres  Edifi antes  et  Curieufes ,  Tom.  xv. 
p.  314. 

■f  One  of  the  Friendly  Iflands. 

though. 
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though,  perhaps,  more  confonant 
with  our  ideas  of  beauty,  is  no  real 
advantage ;  as  it  leems  attended 
with  a  kind  of  languor  in  all  their 
motions,  not  obfervable  in  the 
others.  This  obfervation  is  fully 
verified,  in  their  boxing  and  wreft- 
ling,  which  may  be  called  little 
better  than  the  feeble  efforts  of 
children,  if  compared  to  the  vigour 
with  which  thele  exercifes  are  per¬ 
formed  at  the  Friendly  Ijflands. 

Perlonal  endowments  being  in 
great  efteem  amongft  them  ,  they 
have  recourfe  to  feveral  methods  of 
improving  them,  according  to  their 
notions  of  beauty.  In  particular, 
it  is  a  pradlice,  efpecially  amongft 
the  Erreoes,  or  unmarried  men  of 
fome  confequence,  to  undergo  a 
kind  of  phyfical  operation  to  render 
them  fair.  This  is  done  by  remain¬ 
ing  a  month  or  two  in  the  houle  ; 
during  which  time  they  wear  a  great 
quantity  of  clothes,  eat  nothing  but 
bread-fruit,  to  which  they  afcribe  a 
remarkable  property  in  whitening 
them.  They  alfo  fpeak,  as  if  their 
corpulence  and  colour,  at  other 
times,  depended  upon  their  food ; 
as  they  are  obliged,  from  the 
change  of  feafons,  to  ufe  different 
lorts  at  different  times. 

Their  common  diet  is  made  up 
of,  at  lcaft,  nine-tenths  of  vegeta¬ 
ble  food  ;  and,  I  believe,  more 
particularly,  the  mahee ,  or  ferment¬ 
ed  bread-fruit,  which  enters  almoft 
every  meal,  has  a  remarkable  ef¬ 
fect  upon  them,  preventing  a  cof- 
tive  habit,  and  producing  a  very 
lenfible  coolnefs  about  them,  which 
could  not  be  perceived  in  us  who 
fed  on  animal  food.  And  it  is, 
perhaps,  owing  to  this  temperate 
courle  of  life  that  they  have  fo  few 
dileaies  among  them. 

They  only  reckon  five  or  fix. 
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which  might  be  called  chronic,  or 
national  diforders  ;  amongft  which 
are  the  dropfy,  and  the  fefai ,  or  in¬ 
dolent  fwellings  before  mentioned, 
as  frequent  at  Tongataboo.  But 
this  was  before  the  arrival  of  tjie 
Europeans ;  for  we  have  added  to 
this  Ihort  catalogue,  a  difeale  which 
abundantly  fupplies  the  place  of  all 
the  others,  and  is  now  almoft  uni- 
verfal.  For  this  they  feem  to  have 
no  effectual  remedy.  The  priefts, 
indeed,  fometimes  give  them  a  med¬ 
ley  of  fimples  ;  but  they  own  that 
it  never  cures  them.  And  yet,  they 
allow  that,  in  a  few  cafes,  nature,  x 
without  the  afliftance  of  a  phyfician, 
exterminates  the  poifon  of  this  fa¬ 
tal  difeafe,  and  a  perfect  recovery 
is  produced.  They  fay,  that  if  a 
man  is  infedted  with  it,  he  v/ill  of¬ 
ten  communicate  it  to  others  in  the 
fame  houfe,  by  feeding  out  of  the 
fame  utenfils,  or  handling  them  ; 
and  that,  in  this  cafe,  they  fre¬ 
quently  die,  while  he  recovers  ; 
though  we  fee  no  reafon  why  this 
fhould  happen. 

Their  behaviour,  on  all  occafions, 
feems  to  indicate  a  great  opennefs 
and  generofity  of  difpofition.  Omai, 
indeed,  who,  as  their  countryman, 
fhould  be  fuppofed  rather  willing 
to  conceal  any  of  their  defedls,  has 
often  faid,  that  they  are  fometimes 
cruel  in  puniihing -their  enemies. 
According  to  his  reprefentation, 
they  torment  them  very  deliberate¬ 
ly  ;  at  one  time,  tearing  out  fmall 
pieces  of  flefh  from  different-parts  ; 
at  another,  taking  out  the  eyes  ; 
then  cutting  off  the  nofe  ;  and  laft- 
ly,  killing  them  by  opening  the 
belly.  But  this  only  happens  on 
particular  occafions.  If  cheerful- 
nefs  argues  a  confcious  innocence, 
one  would  fuppofe  that  their  life  is 
feldom  fullied  by  crimes.  This, 

B  4  however. 
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however,  I  rather  impute  to  their 
feelings,  which,  though  lively,  feem 
in  no  cafe  permanent ;  for  I  never 
faw  them,  in  any  misfortune,  la¬ 
bour  under  the  appearance  of  anxi¬ 
ety,  after  the  critical  moment  was 
pail.  Neither  does  care  ever  feem 
to  wrinkle  their  brow.  On  the 
contrary,  even  the  approach  of  death 
does  not  appear  to  alter  their  ufual 
vivacity.  I  have  feen  them,  when 
brought  to  the  brink  of  the  grave 
by  difeafe,  and  when  preparing  to 
go  to  battle ;  but,  in  neither  cafe, 
ever  obferved  their  countenances 
overclouded  with  melancholy,  or  fe-r 
rious  refteftion. 

Such  a  difpofttion,  leads  them  to 
direft  all  their  aims  only  to  what 
can  give  them  pleafure  and  eafe. 
Their  amufements  all  tend  to  excite 
and  continue  their  amorous  paffions; 
and  their  fongs,  of  which  they  are 
immoderately  fond,  anfwer  the  fame 
purpofe.  But  as  a  conftant  fuccef- 
fion  of  fenfual  enjoyments  mult 
cloy,  we  found,  that  they  frequently 
varied  them  to  more  refined  fub-r 
jefts,  and  had  much  pleafure  in 
chanting  their  triumphs  in  war,  and 
their  occupations  in  peace  ;  their 
travels  to  other  iflands  and  adven¬ 
tures  there ;  and  the  peculiar  beau¬ 
ties,  and  fuperior  advantages  of 
their  own  ifland  over  the  reft,  or  of 
different  parts  of  it 'over  other  lefs 
favourite  diftrifta.  This  marks, 
that  they  receive  great  delight  from 
mufic  ;  and  though  they  rather  ex- 
preffed  a  diflike  to  our  complicated 
compofitions,  yet  were  they  always 
delighted  with  the  more  melodious 
founds  produced  iingly  on  our  in- 
ftruments,  as  approaching  nearer  to 
the  fimplicity  of  their  own. 

Neither  are  they  ftrangers  to  the 
Toothing  efFefts  produced  by  parti¬ 
cular  forts  of  motion  ;  which,  in 


fome  cafes,  feem  to  allay  any  per-s 
turbation  of  mind,  with  as  much 
fuccefs  as  mufic.  Of  this,  I  met 
with  a  remarkable  inftance.  For  on 
walking,  one  day,  about  Matavai 
Point,  where  our  tents  were  erect¬ 
ed,  I  faw  a  man  paddling,  in  a 
fmall  canoe,  fo  quickly,  and  look¬ 
ing  about  with  fitch  eagernefs,  on 
each  fide,  as  to  command  all  my- 
attention.  At  firft,  I  imagined  that 
he  had  ftolen  fome  thing  from  one  of 
the  Ihips,  and  was  purfued  ;  but, 
on  waiting  patiently,  faw  him  repeat 
his  amufement.  He  went  out  from 
the  fhore,  till  he  was  near  the  place 
where  the  fwell  begins  to  take  its 
rife  ; 1  and,  watching  its  firft  motion 
very  attentively,  paddled  before  it, 
with  great  quicknefs,  till  he  found 
that  it  overtook  him,  and  had  ac¬ 
quired  fufftcient  force  to  carry  his 
canoe  before  it,  without  pafting  un¬ 
derneath.  He  then  fat  motionlefs, 
and  was  carried  along,  at  the  fame 
fwift  rate  as  the  wave,  till  it  landed 
him  upon  the  beach.  Then  he 
ftarted  out,  emptied  his  canoe,  and 
went  in  fearch  of  another  fwell.  I 
could  not  help  concluding,  that  this 
man  felt  the  moft  fupreme  pleafure, 
while  he  was  driven  on,  fo  faft  and 
fo  fmoothly,  by  the  fea  ;  efpecially 
as,  though  the  tents  and  flips  were 
fo  near,  he  did  not  feem,  in  the  leaf, 
to  envy,  or  even  to  take  any  notice 
of,  the  crowds  of  his  countrymen 
collefted  to  view  them  as  objects 
which  were  rare  and  curious.  Dur¬ 
ing  my  ftay,  two  or  three  of  the  na¬ 
tives  came  up,  who  feemed  to  fhare 
his  felicity,  and  always  called  out, 
when  there  was  an  appearance  of  a 
favourable  fwell,  as  he  fometimes 
miffed  it,  by  his  back  being  turned, 
and  looking  about  for  it.  By  them 
I  underftood,  that  this  exercife, 
which  is  called  ehorooe ,  was  frequent 

amongft 
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pmongft  them  ;  and  they  have  pro¬ 
bably  more  amufements  of  this  fort, 
which  afford  them  at  leal!  as  much 
pleafure  as  Ikaiting,  which  is  the 
only  one  of  ours,  with  whole  effects 
1  could  compare  it. 

The  language  of  Otaheite,  though 
doubtlefs  radically  the  fame  with 
that  of  New  Zealand  and  the  Friend¬ 
ly  1  hands,  is  deftitute  of  that  guttu¬ 
ral  pronunciation,  and  of  fome  con- 
fonants,  with  which  thofe  latter  dia¬ 
lers  abound.  The  fpecimens  we 
have  already  given,  are  fufficient  to 
mark  wherein  the  variation  chiefly 
confiils,  and  to  fhew,  that,  like  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  it  has 
become  foft  and  foothing.  During 
the  former  voyage,  I  had  collected 
a  copious  vocabulary,  which  enabled 
me  the  better  to  compare  this  dia¬ 
led  with  that  of  the  other  ihands ; 
and,  during  this  voyage,  I  took 
every  opportunity  of  improving  my 
acquaintance  with  it,  by  converiing 
with  Omai,  before  we  arrived,  and 
by  my  daily  intercourfe  with  the  na¬ 
tives,  while  we  now  remained  there*. 
It  abounds  with  beautiful  and  figu¬ 
rative  expreflions,  which,  were  it 
perfectly  known,  would,  I  have  no 
doubt,  put  it  upon  a  level  with  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  languages  that  are  moll  in 
efleem  for  their  warra  and  bold 
images.  Forinftance;  the  Otahei- 
teans  exprefs  their  notions  of  death 
very  emphatically,  by  faying/*  That 
the  foul  goes  into  darknefs ;  or  ra¬ 
ther  into  night.”  And,  if  you  feem 
to  entertain  any  doubt,  in  afking 
the  queftion,  “  if  fuch  a  perfon  is 
their  mother  ?”  they  immediately 


reply,  with  furprize,  “  Yes,  the 
mother  that  bore  me.”  They  have 
one  expreflion  that  correfponds  ex¬ 
actly  with  the  phrafeoiogy  of  the 
fcriptures,  where  we  read  of  the 
“  yearning  of  the  bowels.”  They 
ufe  it  on  all  occaflons,  when  the  pal- 
fions  give  them  uneafmefs ;  as  they 
conftantly  refer  pain  from  grief, 
anxious  defire,  and  other  affections, 
to  the  bowels,  as  its  feat  ;  where 
they  likewife  fuppofe  all  operations 
of  the  mind  are  performed.  Their 
language  admits  of  that  inverted  ar¬ 
rangement  of  words,  which  fo  much 
diflinguifhes  the  Latin  and  Greek 
from  moft  of  our  modern  European 
tongues,  whofe imperfections  require 
a  more  orderly  conftruCtidn,  to  pre¬ 
vent  ambiguities.  It  is  fo  copious, 
that  for  the  bread-fruit  alone,  in  its 
different  ftates,  they  have  above 
twenty  names  ;  as  many  for  the  taro 
root ;  and  about  ten  for  the  £ocoa- 
nut.  Add  to  this,  that,  befides  the 
common  dialed,  they  often  expoftu- 
late,  in  a  kind  of  ftanza  or  recita¬ 
tive,  which  is  anfwered  in  the  fame 
manner.” 


Character  of  Captain  Cook  :  from 
Vol.  Ill .  of  the  fame  Work,  ^written 
by  Captain  King  ;  being  a.  Conti¬ 
nuation  of  the  Voyage  from  the 
Death  of  Captain  Cook,  to  the 
Return  of  the  Refolution  and  Dif- 
covery  to  England. 

f>APTAlN  King ,  after  relating 
^  the  manner  of  Captain  Cook’s 
death ,  proceeds  as  follo-zvs  : 


*  See  this  vocabulary,  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  volume  of  Captain  Cook’s  fe- 
cond  voyage.  Many  corredions,  and  additions  to  it,  were  now  made  by  this 
indefatigable  inquirer  ;  but  the  fpecimens  of  the  language  of  Otaheite,  a)ready 
in  the  hands  of  the  Public,  feem  fufficient  for  every  ufelul  purpofe. 
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<<r  THU  S  fell  our  great  and  ex- 
cellent  Commander  !  After  a  life  of 
fo  muclndillmguiihed  and  fuccefsful 
enterprise,  his  death,  as  far  as  re¬ 
gards  himfelf,  cannot  be  reckoned 
premature  ;  fmc.e  he  lived  to  finilh 
the  great  work  for  which  he  teems  to 
have  been  defigned ;  and  was  ra¬ 
ther  removed  from  the  enjoyment, 
than  cut  off  from  the  acquifition,  of 
glory.  How  fincerely  his  lots  was 
felt  and  lamented,  by  thofe  who  had 
fo  long  found  their  general  fecurity 
in  his  fkill  and  conduct,  and  every 
confolation,  under  their  hardships, 
in  his  tendernefs  and  humanity,  it 
is  neither  neceffary  nor  poffible  for 
me  to  deferibe ;  much  lefs  fhall  I 
attempt  to  paint  the  horror  with 
which  we  were  ftruck,  and  the  uni- 
verfal  dejection  and  difmay  which 
followed  fo  dreadful  and  unexpected 
a  calamity.  The  reader  will  not 
be  difpleafed  to  turn  from  fo  fad  a 
feene,  to  the  contemplation  of  his 
character  and  virtues,  whilft  I  am 
paying  my  la  ft  tribute  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  a  dear  and  honoured  friend, 
in  a  fbort  hiftory  of  his  life,  and 
public  fer vices. 

Captain  James  Cook  was  born 
near  Whitby,  in  Yo’rkfhire,  on  the 
27th  of  October,  1728;  and,  at  an 
early  age,  was  put  apprentice  to  a 
fhopkeeper  in  a  neighbouring  vil¬ 
lage.  His  natural  inclination  not 

o 

having  been  confulted  on  this  occa- 
fion,  he  ,Ioon  quitted  the  counter 
from  difguft,  and  bound  himfelf,  for 
nine  years,  to  the  mailer  of  a  veffel 
in  the  coal  trade.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  in  1755,  he  entered 
into  the  king’s  fervice,  on  board  the 
Eagle,  at  that  time  commanded  by 
Captain  Hamer,  and  afterward  by 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  who  boon  unco¬ 
vered  his  merit,  and  introduced  him 
on  the  quarter-deck. 


In  the  year  1758,  we  find  him 
mailer  of  the  Northumberland,  the 
flag  Ihip  of  Lord  Colville,  who  had 
then  the  command  of  the  fquadron 
liationed  on  the  coall  of  America. 
It  was  here,  as  I  have  often  heard 
him  fay,  that,  during  a  hard  winter, 
he  firll  read  Euclid,  and  applied 
himfelf  to  the  flufly  of  mathematics 
and  aflronomy,  without  any  other 
aiTiltance,  than  what  a  few  books, 
and  his  own  indufiry,  afforded  him. 
At  the  fame  time,  that  he  thus 
found  means  to  cultivate  and  im¬ 
prove  his  mind,  and  to  fupply  the 
deficiencies  of  an  early  education, 
he  was  employed  in  moll  of  the 
bufy  and  active  feenes  of  the  war 
in  America.  At  the  fiege  of  Que¬ 
bec,  Sir  Chades  Saunders  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  charge  the  execution 
of  fervices ,  of  the  firll  importance 
in  the  naval  department.  He  pi¬ 
loted  fhe  boats  'to  the  attack  of 
Montmorency  ;  conducted  the  em¬ 
barkation  to  the  heights  of  Abra¬ 
ham  ;  examined  the  pafiage,  and 
laid  buoys  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
large  fhips  in  proceeding  up  the 
river.  The  courage  and  addrefs 
with  which  he  acquitted  himfelf  in 
thefe  fervices,  gained  him  the  warm 
friendfhip  of  Sir  Charles  Saunders 
and  Lord  Colville,  who  continued 
to  patronize  him,  during  the  reil  of 
their  lives,  with  the  greatell  ,zeal 
and  affeblion.  At  the  conclufion 
of  the  war,  he  was  appointed, 
through  the  recommendation  of 
Lord  Colville  and  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer,  to  furvey  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lau¬ 
rence,  and  the  coafls  of  Newfound¬ 
land.  In  this  employment  he  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  year  1767,  when  he 
was  fixed  on  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
to  command  an  expedition  to  the 
South  Seas.,  for  the  purpofe  of  ob- 
ferving  the  tranfit  of  Venus ,  and 

profecuting 
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profecuting  difcoveries  in  that  part 
of  the  globe. 

From  this  period,  as  his  fervices 
are  too  well  known  to  require  a  re¬ 
cital  here,  fo  his  reputation  has  pro- 
portionably  advanced  to  a  height 
too  great  to  be  affeficed  by  my  pa- 
negvrick.  Indeed,  he  appears  to 
have  been  mod  eminently  and  pe¬ 
culiarly  qualified  for  this  fpecies  of 
enterprize.  The  earlied  habits  of 
his  life,  the  courfe  of  his  fervices, 
and  the  conftant  application  of  his 
mind,  all  confpired  to  fit  him  for  it, 
and  give  him  a  degree  of  profef- 
fional  knowledge,  which  can  fall  to 
the  lot  cf  very  few. 

The  conditution  of  his  body  was 
robud,  inured  to  labour,  and  ca¬ 
pable  of  undergoing  the  fevered: 
hardfhins.  His  Itomach  bore,  with- 
out  difficulty,  the  coarfed  and  mod 
ungrateful  food.  Indeed,  tempe¬ 
rance  in  him  was  fcarcely  a  vir¬ 
tue  ;  fo  great  was  the  indifference 
with  which  he  fubmitted  to  every 
kind  of  felf-denial.  The  quali¬ 
ties  of  his  mind  wrere  of  the  fame 
hardy,  vigorous  kind  with  thofe  of 
his  body.  His  underdanding  was 
drong  and  perfpicuous.  His  judg¬ 
ment,  in  whatever  related  to  the 
fervices  he  was  engaged  in,  quick 
and  lure.  His  defigns  w-ere  bold 
and  manly ;  and  both  in  the  con¬ 
ception,  and  in  the  mode  of  execu¬ 
tion,  bore  evident  marks  of  a  great 
original  genius.  His  courage  was 
cool  and  determined,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  admirable  prefence 
of  mind  in  the  moment  of  danger. 
His  manners  were  plain  and  un¬ 
affected.  His  temper  might  per¬ 
haps  have  been  juftly  blamed,  as 
fubjeCt  to  hadinefs  and  paffion,  had 
not  thefe  been  difarmed  by  a  dif- 
pofition  the  mod  benevolent  and 
humane. 


C  T  E  R  S.  II 

Such  were  the  outlines  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook’s  character ;  but  its 
mod  didinguiihing  feature  was, 
that  unremitting  pcrfeverence  in  the 
purfuit  of  his  objeCt,  which  was  not 
only  fuperior  to  the  oppofition  of 
dangers,  and  the  preffure  of  liard- 
fhips,  but  even  exempt  from  the  want 
of  ordinary  relaxation.  During  the 
long  and  tedious  voyages  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  his  eagernefs  and 
activity  were  never  in  the  lead 
abated.  No  incidental  temptation 
could  detain  him  for  a  moment ; 
even  thofe  intervals  of  recreation* 
which  fometimes  unavoidably  oc¬ 
curred,  and  were  looked  for  by  us 
with  a  longing,  that  perfons,  who 
have  experienced  the  fatigues  of 
fervice,  will  readily  excufe,  were 
fubmitted  to  by  him  with  a  certain 
impatience,  whenever  they  could 
not  be  employed  in  making  further 
provilion  for  the  more  effectual  pro- 
lecution  of  his  defigns. 

It  is  not  neceffary,  here,  to  enu¬ 
merate  the  indances  in  which  thefe 
qualities  were  difplayed,  during  the 
great  and  important  enterprizes  in 
which  he  was  engaged.  I  fhall 
content  myfelf  with  dating  the  re¬ 
fill  t  of  thofe  fervices,  under  the  two 
principal  heads  to  which  they  may 
be  referred,  thofe  of  geography  and 
navigation,  placing  each  in  a  fepa- 
rate  and  didinCt  point  of  view. 

Perhaps  no  fcience  ever  received 
greater  additions  from  the  labours 
of  a  fingle  man,  than  geography 
has  done  from  thofe  of*  Captain 
Cook.  In  his  fil'd  voyage  to  the 
South  Seas,  he  difeovered  the  draits 
W'hich  feparate  the  two  iflands,  and 
are  called  after  his  name  ;  and  made 
a  complete  furvey  of  both.  He  af¬ 
terwards  explored  the  Eadern  coad 
of  New  Holland,  hitherto  unknown ; 
an  extent  of  twenty Teven  degrees 
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of*  latitude,  or  upwards  of  two  thou- 
fand  miles. 

In  his  fecond  expedition,  he  re- 
folved  the  great  problem  of  a 
Southern  continent ;  having  tra¬ 
veled  that  hernilphere  between  the 
latitudes  of  40°  and  70°,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  not  to  leave  a  poflibility 
of  its  exigence,  unfefs  near  the  pole, 
and  out  of  the  reach  of  navigation. 
Turing  this  yoyage,  he  difcovered 
New  Caledonia,  the  largeft  iiland 
in  the  Southern  Pacific,  except  New 
Zealand;  the  ifland  of  Georgia; 
and  an  unknown  coaft,  which  he 
named  Sandwich  Land,  the  thule 
of  the  Southern  hernilphere ;  and 
having  twice  vilited  the  tropical 
feas,he  fettled  the  fituations  of  the 
old,  and  made  feverai  new  difco- 
veries. 

But  the  voyage  we  are  now  re¬ 
lating,  is  diftinguiftied,  above  all 
the  reft,  by  the  extent  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  its  difcoveries.  Befides 
feverai  fmaller  iflands  in  the  Sou¬ 
thern  Pacific,  he  difcovered,  to  the 
North  of  the  equinoctial  line,  the 
group  called  the  Sandwich  Illands  j 
which,  from  their  lituation  and  pro¬ 
ductions,  bid  fairer  for  becoming 
an  objeCt  of  confequence,  in  the 
fyltem  of  European  navigation,  than 
any  other  difcovery  in  the  South  Sea, 
He  afterwards  explored  what  had 
hitherto  remained  unknown  of  the 
Weftern  coaft  of  America,  from  the 
latitude  of  430  to  70°  North,  con¬ 
taining  an  extent  of  three  tlioufand 
five  hundred  miles ;  afcertained  the 
proximity  of  the  two  great  conti¬ 
nents  of  Alia  and  America  ;  palled 
the  ftraits  between  them,  and  fur- 
veyed  the  coaft  on  each  fide,  to  fuch 
a  height  of  northern  latitude,  as  to 
demonftrate  the  impraftibility  of  a 
paffage,  in  that  hernilphere,  from 


the  Atlantic  into  the  Pacific  ocean, 
either  by  an  Eaftern  or  a  Weftern 
courfe.  In  fhort,  if  we  except  the 
fea  of  Amur,  and  the  Japanefe  Ar¬ 
chipelago,  which  ftill  remain  im¬ 
perfectly  known  to  Europeans,'  he 
has  completed  the  hydrography  of 
the  habitable  globe. 

As  a  navigator,  his  fervices  were 
not  perhaps  lefs  fplendid  ;  certainly 
not  lefs  important  and  meritorious. 
The  method  which  he  difcovered, 
and  fo  fuccefsfully  purfued,  of  pre- 
ferving  the  health  of  feamen,  forms 
a  new  sera  in  navigation,  and  will 
tranfmit  his  name  to  future  ages, 
amongft  the  friends  and  benefactors 
of  mankind. 

Thole  who  are  conyerfant  in  naval 
hiftory,  need  not  be  told,  at  how 
dear  a  rate  the  advantages'  which 
have  been  fought  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  long  voyages  at  fea,  have 
always  been  purchafed.  That  dread¬ 
ful  diforder  which  is  peculiar  to 
this  fervice,  and  whofe  ravages  have 
pnarked  the  tracks  of  difcoveries 
with  circumftances  almoft  too  lliock- 
ing  to  relate,  muft,  without  exerci- 
ling  an  unwarrantable  tyranny  over 
the  lives  of  our  feamen,  have  proved 
an  infuperable  obftacle  to  the  prole  - 
cution  of  fuch  enterprizes.  It  was 
referved  for  Captain  Cook,  to  Drew 
the  world,  by  repeated  trials,  that 
voyages  might  be  protracted  to  the 
unnfual  length  of  three  or  even  four 
years,  in  unknown  regions,  and  un¬ 
der  every  change  and  rigour  of  cli¬ 
mate,  not  only  without  affeCting  the 
health,  but  even  without  diminifh- 
ing  the  probability  of  life  in  the 
fmalleft  degree.  The  method  he 
purfued  has  been  fully  explained  by 
himfelf,  in  a  paper  which  was  read 
before  the  P^oyal  Society,  in  the 
year  1776*;  and  whatever  improve- 


Sir  Godfrey  Copley’s  gold  medal  was  adjudged  to  him,  on  that  occalion. 
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ment,  the  experience  of  the  prefent 
voyages  has  iuggefted,  are  mention¬ 
ed  in  their  proper  places. 

With  reipedl:  to  his  profeffional 
abilities,  I  fhall  leave  them  to  the 
judgment  of  thofe  who  are  bed; 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
fervices  in  which  he  was  engaged. 
They  will  readily  acknowledge, 
that  to  have  conducted  three  expedi¬ 
tions  of  fo  much  danger  and  dif¬ 
ficulty,  of  fo  unulual  a  length,  and 
in  fuch  a  variety  of  fituation,  with 
uniform  and  invariable  fuccefs,  mull 
have  required  not  only  a  thorough 
and  accurate  knowledge  of  his  bu- 
fincfs,  but  a  powerful  and  compre- 
henfive  genius,  fruitful  in  refources, 
and  equally  ready  in  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  whatever  the  higher  and  in¬ 
ferior  calls  of  the  fervice  required. 

Having  given  the  moft  faithful 
account  I  have  been  able  to  colleCt, 
both  from  my  own  obfervation,  and 
the  relation  of  others,  of  the  death 
of  my  ever  honoured  friend,  and 
alfo  of  his  character  and  fervices  ;  I 
fhall  now  leave  his  memory  to  the 
gratitude  and  admiration  of  pof- 
terity  ;  accepting,  with  a  melan¬ 
choly  fatisfaftion,  the  honour,  which 
the  lofs  of  him  hath  procured  me, 
of  feeing  my  name  joined  with  his  ; 
and  of  tellifying  that  affection  and 
refpeCt  for  his  memory,  which, 
whilft  he  lived,  it  was  no  lefs  my  in¬ 
clination,  than  my  conftant  ftudy,  to 
file  whim.” 


General  Account  and  Character  cf 
the  Natives  of  the  Sandv/ich 
X  Hands  ;  from  the  fame  V olu?ne. 

i  c  H  E  natives  of  thefe  iflands 
are,  in  general,  above  the 
middle  fize,  and  well  made  ;  they 
walk  very  gracefully,  run  nimbly. 


and  are  capable  of  bearing  great 
fatigue  ;  though,  upon  the  whole, 
the  men  are  fomewhat  inferior,  in 
point  of  ftrength  and  activity,  to 
the  Friendly  iflanders,  and  the  wo¬ 
men  lefs  delicately  limbed  than 
thofe  of  Otaheite.  Their  complexion 
is  rather  darker  than  that  of  the 
Otaheiteans,  and  they  are  not  al¬ 
together  fo  handfome  a  people. 
However,  many  of  both  fexes  had 
fine  open  countenances  ;  and  the 
women,  in  particular,  had  good 
eyes  and  teeth,  and  a  fweetnefs  and 
fenfibility  of  look,  which  rendered 
them  very  engaging.  Their  hair 
is  of  a  brownifh  black,  and  neither 
uniformly  flraight,  like  that  of  the 
Indians  of  America,  nor  uniformly 
curling,  as  amongft  the  African  ne¬ 
groes,  but  varying,  in  this  refpeCt, 
like  the  hair  of  Europeans.  One 
finking  peculiarity,  in  the  feature 
of  every  part  of  this  great  nation, 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen 
any  where  mentioned ;  which  is, 
that,  even  in  the  handfomefi  faces, 
there  is  always  a  fulnefs  of  the  nof- 
tril,  without  any  flatnefsor  fpreading 
of  the  nofe,  that  diftinguifh.es  them 
from  Europeans.  It  is  not  im¬ 
probable  that  this  may  be  the  effect 
of  their  ufual  mode  of  falutation, 
which  is  performed  by  preffing  the 
ends  of  their  nofes  together. 

Notwithftanding  the  irreparable 
lofs  *  we  fuffered  from  the  fudden, 
refentment  and  violence  of  thefe 
people,  yet,  in  juftice  to  their  ge¬ 
neral  conduCt,  it  mull  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  they  are  of  the  moft 
mild  and  affectionate  difpofition  ; 
equally  remote  from  the  extreme 
levity  and  ficklenefs  of  the  Otahei¬ 
teans,  and  the  diftant  gravity  and 
referve  of  the  inhabitants  cf  the 
Friendly  Iftands.  They  appear  to 
live  in  the  utmoft  harmony  and 


*  Viz.  in  the  death  of  Captain  Cook, 
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friendfhip  with  one  another.  The 
women,  who  had  children,  were  re¬ 
markable  for  their  tender  and  con- 
dant  attention  to  them  ;  and  the 
men  would  often  lend  their  affift- 
anee  in  thofe  domedic  offices,  with 
a  willingnefs  that  does  credit  to 
their  feelings. 

It  mull,  however,  be  obferved, 
that  they  fall  very  Ihort  of  the  other 
iilanders,  in  that  bed  ted  of  civi¬ 
lization,  the  refpefl  paid  to  the  wo¬ 
men.  Here  they  are  not  only  de¬ 
prived  of  the  privilege  of  eating 
with  the  men,  but  the  bed  forts  of 
food  are  tabooed ,  or  forbidden  them. 
They  are  not  allowed  to  eat  pork, 
turtle,  feveral  kinds  offifh,  and  fome 
fpecies  of  the  plantains ;  and  we 
are  told  that  a  poor  girl  got  a  ter¬ 
rible  beating,  for  having  eaten  on 
board  our  fhip,  one  of  thefe  inter¬ 
dicted  articles.  In  their  domedic 
life,  they  appear  to  live  almod  en¬ 
tirely  by  themfelves,  and  though 
we  did  not  obferve  any  indances  of 
perfonal  ill-treatment,  yet  it  was 
evident  that  they  had  little  regard 
or  attention  paid  them. 

The  great  hofpitality  and  kind- 
nefs,  with  which  we  were  received 
by  them,  have  been  already  fre¬ 
quently  remarked  ;  and  indeed  they 
make  the  principal  part  of  our 
tranfaflions  with  them.  Whenever 
we  came  on  fhore,  there  was  a  con- 
ftant  druggie  who  ihould  be  mod 
forward  in  making  us  little  prefents, 
brinWip-  refrefhments,  or  fhewing 
fome  other  mark  of  their  refpeft. 
The  old  people  never  failed  of  re¬ 
ceiving  us  with  tears  of  joy ;  feemed 
highly  gratified  with  being  allowed 
to  touch  us,  and  wefe  conftantly 
making  comparifons  between  them¬ 
felves  and  us,  with  the  drong-ed 
marks  of  humility.  The  young 
women  were  not  lefs  kind  and  en- 
gaging,  and,  till  they  found,  not- 


withdanding  our  utmod  endeavours 
to  prevent  it,  that  they  had  reafon 
to  repent  of  our  acquaintance,  at¬ 
tached  themfelves  to  us  without  the 
lead  referve. 

In  judice,  however,  to  the  fex,  it 
mud  be  obferved,  that  thefe  ladies 
were  probably  all  of  the  lower  clafs 
of  the  people  ;  for  I  am  drcngly 
inclined  to  believe,  that,  except¬ 
ing  the  few,  whofe  names  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  courfe  of  our  narrative, 
we  did  not  fee  any  woman  of  rank 
during  our  day  among  them. 

Their  natural  capacity  feems,  in 
no  refpefl,  below  the  common  • '  an- 
dard  of  mankind.  Their  improve¬ 
ments  in  agriculture,  and  the  per¬ 
fection  of  their  manufactures,  are 
certainly  adequate  to  the  circum- 
dances  of  their  duration,  and  the 
natural  advantages  they  enjoy.  The 
eager  curiofity,  with  which  they 
attended  the  armourer’s  forge,  and 
the  many  expedients  they  had  in¬ 
vented,  even  before  we  left  the 
idands,  for  working  the  iron  they 
had  procured  from  us,  into  fuch 
forms  as  were  bed  adapted  to  their 
purpofes,  v/ere  drong  proofs  of  do¬ 
cility  and  ingenuity.5’ 


Character  of  Catharine  the  Id. 
Wife  of  Peter  the  Great ,  and  af¬ 
ter  his  death  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  ; 
from  f(  Travels  into  Poland,  Ruf- 
-  fia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  by 
William  Coxe,  A.  M.  F.  R.  S.55 
Vol.  \ft. 

C  c  ATII ARINE  was  in  her  per- 

fon  under  the  middle  iize., 
and  in  her  youth  delicate  and  well- 
formed,  but  inclined  to  corpulency  as 
fhe  advanced  in  years.  She  had  a 
fair  complexion,  dark  eyes,  and 
light  haig,  which  die  was  always  aq- 

cuftomed 
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cuftomed  to  die  with  a  black  colour* * * § . 
She  could  neither  read  nor  write  f  ; 
her  daughter  Elizabeth  ufually  fign- 
ed  her  name  for  her,  and  particular¬ 
ly  to  her  laid  will  and  telbamcnt; 
and  count  Ofterman  generally  put 
her  figpature  to  the  public  decrees 
and  difpatches.  Her  abilities  have 
been  greatly  exaggerated  by  her 
panegyrifts.  Gordon,  who  had  fre¬ 
quently  feen  her,  feems,  of  all  wri¬ 
ters,  to  have  reprefented  her  cha¬ 
racter  with  the  greatelt  j  ultnefs,  when 
he  fays,  “  She  was  a  very  prctcy 
“  well-lookt  woman,  of  good  fenle, 
“  but  not  of  that  fublimitv  of  wit, 
“  or  rather  that  quicknefs  of  ima- 
*  ‘  gination ,  which  feme  people  have 
£<  believed.  The  great  reafon  whv 
“  the  tzar  was  fo  fond  of  her,  was 
“  her  exceeding  good  temper ;  Ihe 
“  never  was  feen  peevifh  or  out  of 
“  humour;  obliging  and  civil  to 
“  all,  and  never  forgetful  of  her 
former  condition  ;  withal,  migh- 
“  ty  grateful.”  Catharine  main¬ 
tained  the  pomp  of  majefty  with  an 
air  of  eafe  and  grandeur  united  ; 
and  Peter  ufed  frequently  to  exprefs 
his  admiration  at  the  propriety  with 
which  fhe  fupported  her  high  ita- 


h 

tion,  without  forgetting  that  ihe 
was  not  born  to  that  dignity  J. 

The  following  anecdotes  will 

o 

prove  that  ihe  bore  her  elevation 
meekly  ;  and  was  never,  as  Gordon, 
aiferts,  forgetful  of  her  former  con¬ 
dition.  When  Wurmb,  who  had 
been  tutor  to  Gluck’s  children  at  the 
time  that  Catharine  was  a  domeftick 
in  that  clergyman’s  family,  prefent- 
ed  himfelf  before  her  after  her  mar¬ 
riage  with  Peter  had  been  publickly 
folemnized,  ihe  recollected  and  ad- 
dreffed  him  with  great  complacency. 

What,  thou  good  man,  art  thou 
“  Hill  alive  1  1  will  provide  for 
“  thee.”  And  ihe  accordingly  fet¬ 
tled  upon  him  a  penfion.  She  aifo 
was  no  lefs  attentive  to  the  family 
of  her  benefaftor  Gluck,  who  died 
a  prilbner  at  Mofcow  :  ihe  penfioned 
his  widow ;  made  his  fon  a  page  ; 
portioned  the  two  eldeft  daughters ; 
and  advanced  the  youngel!  to  be  one 
of  her  maids  of  honour.  If  we  may 
believe' Weber,  fne  frequently  en¬ 
quired  after  her  firffc  hufband,  and, 
when  fne  lived  with  prince  Menzi- 
kof,  ufed  fecretly  to  fend  him  fmali 
Turns  of  money,  until,  in  1705,  he 
was  killed  in  a  fkirmifh  with  the 


*  Bufc-hing  fays,  c<  Ihr  fchwarzes  haar  war  nicht  natuerlich  fondern  gefaerbt,” 
&c.  Hid.  Mag.  vcl,  iii.  p.  190. 

“  Her  black  hair  was  not  natural,  but  coloured.  On  her  firft  rife  the  coarfenefs 
*l  of  her  hands  p  oved  that  fhe  had  been  ufed  to  hard  labour,  but  they  gradually 
“  grew  whiter  and  whiter.”  Thefe  circumftances  we  may  readily  believe,  be¬ 
cause  the  lady  from  whom  Bufching  received  the  information  could  eaidy  know 
whether  Catharine’s  hair  was  black,  or  her  hands  coSrfe,  although  fhe  might  be 
deceived  in  what  relates  to  her  family. 


•f  BafTevits  fays,  “  Fdle  n’apprit  jamais  a  eevire.  La  princeffe  Elizabeth  figna 
tout  pour  elle,  quand  el le  fut  fur  le  trone,  meifle  fon  telfament.”  p.  295. 

The  Auftrian  ininifter  fays,  count  Ofterman  uled  to  lign  her  name  to  all  the 
difpatches.  Buf.  xi.  p.  481. 


J  “  Son  epoufe  etait avec  lui  etalant,  conformement  a  la  volonte  du  monarque, 
la  pompe  imperiale,  qui  le  genait,  et  la  foutenant  avec  tin  air  furprenant  «.!e 
<£  grandeur  et  d’aifance.  Le  czar  ne  pouvait-fe  lafler  d’admirtr  les  talens  qu’elie 
“  polfedait,  felon  fon  exprdljon,  de  fe  creer  impel  atrice,  fans  onJblier  qu’elie  ne 
“  le  naquit  point.”  Baffevitz  in  Buf,  p.  338. 

§  Life  of  Peter,  vol.  iii.  p.  258. 
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enemy.  In  a  conference  with  gene¬ 
ral  Schlippenback,  who,  in  ijoz, 
commanded  the  Swedifh  army,  when 
fhe  was  taken  captive  by  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  file  afked  him,  f  f  whether  her 
(C  fpoufe  John  was  not  a  brave  fol- 
et  dier?”  Schlippenback returning, 
“  am  not  I  one  alfo?”  her  majeily 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative  :  but, 
repeating  the  quefHon,  he  replied, 
yes,  pleafe  your  majefly ;  and  I 
t{  may  boafl  to  have  had  the  honour 
ec  of  having  him  under  my  com- 
“  mand*.” 

But  the  mod  noble  part  of  her 
character  was  her  peculiar  humani¬ 
ty  and  compaffion  for  the  unfortu¬ 
nate.  Motraye  has  paid  an  hand- 
fome  tribute  to  this  excellence. 

She  had  in  fome  fort  the  govern- 
<c  ment  of  all  his  (Peter’s)  paf- 
*c  dons  ;  and  even  laved  the  lives 
“  of  a  great  many  more  perfons 
(e  than  Le  Fort  was  able  to  do:  die 
tf  infpired  him  with  that  humanity, 
“  which,  in  the  opinion  of  his  fub- 
<c  jedls,  nature  deemed  to  have  de~ 
€e  nied  him.  A  word  from  her 
€e  mouth  in  favour  of  a  wretch,  jud 
t€  going  to  be  facrificed  to  his  an- 
“  o-e r,  would  difarm  him  :  but  if 
“  he  was  fully  refolved  to  faiisfy 
ft  that  paffion,  he  would  give  or- 
tc  ders  for  the  execution  when  fhe 
*c  was  abfent,  for  fear  fhe  diould 
plead  for  the  vidlimf.”  In  a 
word,  to  ufe  the  expreffion  of  the 
celebrated  Munich,  <(  Elle  etoit pro- 
“  prement  la  mediatrice  entre  le  mo- 
narque  et  fe-s Jujets\ .” 


Char  abler  of  Dr.  Johnfon  ;  from  the 
Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides  j 
by  James  Bofwellj  Efq, 

Samuel  Johnfon’s  charac- 
I  3  te.r,  religious,  moral ,  politi¬ 
cal,  and  literary,  nay,  his  figure  and 
manner,  are^  I  believe,  more  gene¬ 
rally  known  than  thofe  of  almod  any 
man ;  yet  it  may  not  be  fuperfluous 
here  to  attempt  a  fketch  of  him.  Let 
my  readers  then  remember  that  he 
was  a  dncere  and  zealous  cliridian,  of 
the  high-church  of  England  and  mo- 
narchial  principles,  which  he  would 
not  tamely  duffer  to  be  queftioned  ; 
fleadyand  indexible  in  maintaining 
the  obligations  of  piety  and  virtue, 
both  from  a  regard  to  the  order  of 
fociety,  and  from  a  veneration  for 
the  Great  Source  of  all  order  ;  cor  - 
refc,  nay  flern  in  his  take  ;  hard  to 
pleafe,  and  eafily  offended ;  impe¬ 
tuous  and  irritable  in  his  temper, 
but  of  a  mofl  humane  and  benevo¬ 
lent  heart ;  having  a  mind  flored 
with  a  vafl  and  various  colle&iion  of 
learning  and  knowledge,  which  he 
communicated  with  peculiar  perfpi- 
cuity  and  force,  in  rich  and  choice 
expreffion.  He  united  a  mofl  logi¬ 
cal  head  with  a  mode  fertile  imagi¬ 
nation,  which  gave  him  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  advantage  in  arguing ;  for  he 
could  reafon  clofe  or  wide,  as  he  faw 
befl  for  the  moment.  He  could, 
when  he  chofe  it,  be  the  greatefl  fo- 
phifl  that  ever  wielded  a  weapon  in 
the  fchools  of  declamation  ;  but  he 
indulged  this  only  in  converfation  5 


*  Bufchinghad  the  .above  anecdote  from  a  lady  who  was  prefent  at  this  con¬ 
ference.  Hilt.  Mag.  vol.  iii.  p.  190. 

Motraye’s  Travels,  vol.  iii  -  p.  1 3 1  - 

I  Ebauche,  See,  pi  54.  (<  She  was  the  mediatrix  between  the  monarch  and 

(t  his  fubjefts.” 


for 
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for  he  owned  he  fometimes  talked 
for  viflory  :  he  was  too  confcientious 
to  make  errour  permanent  and  per¬ 
nicious  by  deliberately  writing  it. 
He  was  confcious  of  his  fuperiority. 
He  loved  praife  when  it  was  brought 
to  him ;  but  was  too  proud  to  feek 
for  it.  He  was  fomewhat  fufcepti- 
ble  of  flattery.  His  mind  was  fo 
full  of  imagery,  that  he  might  have 
been  perpetually  a  poet.  It  has 
been  often  remarked,  that  in  his  poe¬ 
tical  pieces,  which  it  is  to  be  regret¬ 
ted  are  fo  few,  becaufe  fo  excellent, 
bis  ftyle  is  eafier  than  in  his  profe. 
There  is  deception  in  this :  it  is  not 
eafier,  but  better  fuited  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  verfe  ;  as  one  may  dance 
with  grace,  whofe  motions,  in  ordi¬ 
nary  walking, — in  the  common  ftep, 
are  awkward.  He  had  a  conftitu- 
tional'  melancholy,  the  clouds  of 
which  darkened  the  brightnefs  of  his 
fancy,  and  gave  a  gloomy  call:  to 
his  whole  courfe  of  thinking :  yet, 
though  grave  and  awful  in  his  de¬ 
portment,  when  he  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  or  proper, — he  frequently 
indulged  himfelf  hi  pleafantry  and 
fportive  fallies.  He  was  prone  to 
fuperftition,  but  not  to  credulity. 
Though  his  imagination  might  in¬ 
cline  him  to  a  belief  of  the  marvel¬ 
lous,  and  the  myfterious,  his  vigo¬ 
rous  reafon  examined  the  evidence 
with  jealoufy.  He  had  a  loud  voice, 
and  a  flow  deliberate  utterance, 
which  no  doubt  gave  fome  addi¬ 
tional  weight  to  the  fterling  metal 
of  his  converfation.  Lord  Pem¬ 
broke  faid  once  to  me  at  Wilton, 
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with  a  happy  pleafantry  and  fome 
truth,  that  “  Dr.  Johnfon’s  layings 
“  would  not  appear  io  extraordi- 
ts  nary,  were  it  not  for  his  bow- 
fS  wow  way but  I  admit  th« 
truth  of  this  only  on  fome  occafions  ; 
the  MeJJiah ,  played  upon  the  Can¬ 
terbury  organ,  is  more  lublime  than 
when  played  upon  an  inferior  in- 
ftrument :  but  very  flight  mufic  will 
feem  grand,  when  conveyed  to  the 
ear  through  that  majelHc  medium. 
While  therefore  DoEior  Johnjon  s  fay - 
ings  are  read,  let  his  manner  be  ta¬ 
ken  along  with  them .  Let  it  how¬ 
ever  be  obferved,  that  the  fayings 
are  generally  great ;  that,  though 
he  might  be  an  ordinary  compoier 
at  times,  he  was  for  the  moft  part  a 
Handel. — His  perfon  was  large,  ro- 
buft,  I  may  fay  approaching  to  the 
gigantick,  and  grown  unwieldy  from 
corpulency.  His  countenance  was 
naturally  of  the  call  of  an  ancient 
flatue,  but  fomewhat  disfigured  by* 
the  fears  of  that  evil,  which,  it  was 
formerly  imagined  the  royal  touch. 
could  cure.  Pie  was  now  in  his  fix- 
ty-fourth  year,  and  was  become  2 
little  dull  of  hearing.  Plis  fight  had 
always  been  fomewhat  weak  ;  yet,  fo 
much  does  mind  govern  and  even, 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  organs,  that 
his  perceptions  were  uncommonly 
quick  and  accurate.  His  head,  and 
lbmetimes  alfo  his  body,  fhook  with 
a  kind  of  motion  like  the  effefl  of  a 
palfy:  he  appeared  to  be  frequently 
difturbed  by  cramps,  or  convuliive 
contractions  *,  of  the  nature  of  that 
diftemper  called  St.  Vitus's  dance. 


#  Such  they  appeared  to  me;  but  fince  the  former  edition,  Sir  Jolhua  Rey¬ 
nolds  has  obferved  to  me,  “  that  Dr.  Johnfon’s  extraordinary  geitures  were  only 
habits,  in  which  he  indulged  himfelf  at  certain  times.  When  in  company  where 
he  was  not  free,  or  when  engaged  earneftly  in  converfation,  he  never  gave  way  to 
fuch  habits,  which  proves  that  they  were  not  involuntary.”  I  (Pill  however 
think  that  thefe  geitures  were  involuntary;  for  furely  had  not  that  been  the  cafe,- 
he  would  have  retrained  them  in  the  public  dreets, 

Vol.  XXVIL  C  Pie 


1 3  ANNUAL  REGISTE  R,  1784-^ 


He  wojre  a  full  fuit  of  plain  brown 
cloaths,  with  twilled  hair  buttons  of 
the  fame  colour,  a  large  bulhy  grey- 
ilh  wig,  a  plain  fhirt,  black  worked 
flockings,  and  filver  buckles.  Upon 
this  tour,  when  journeying,  he  wore 
boots,  and  a  very  wide  brown  cloth 
greatcoat,  with  pockets  which  might 
have  almoll  held  the  two  volumes  of 
his  folio  dictionary ;  and  he  carried 
in  his  hand  a  large  Englilh  oak  kick. 
Let  me  not  be  cenfured  for  mention¬ 
ing  fuch  minute  particulars.  Every 
thing  relative  to  fo  great  a  man  is 
worth  obferting.  I  remember  Dr. 
Adam  Smith,  in  his  rhetorical  lec¬ 
tures  at  Glafgow,told  us  he  was  glad 
to  know  that  Milton  wore  latchets 
in  his  fhoes,  inkead  of  buckles. 


Particulars  relative  to  the  Perfon, 
Habits ,  and  Manners  of  Ayder  Ali 
Khan :  From  the  Hiflory  of  Ayder 
Ali  Khan,  Nabob -Bahader ,  by  M. 
Le  Maitre  de  la  Tour,  General  of 
c7  en  thoufand  Men  in  the  Army  of 
the  Mogol  Empire ,  and  formerly 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Artillery 
.  of  Ayder  Ali,  and  of  a  Body  of 
European  Troops  in  the  fervice  of 
that  Nabob. 

YDE  R  Ali  Khan,  whofe 
precife  age  is  not  known, 
oUght  to  be  about  fifty-four  or  fifty- 
fix  years  of  age,  if  we  may  depend 
on  thofe  who  have  known  him  from 
his  infancy.  He  is  about  five  feet 
fix  inches  high,  and  very  luky, 
though  a£tive,  and  capable  of  bear¬ 
ing  fatigue  as  well  on  foot  as  on 
horfeback.  His  complexion  is  very 
brown,  as  is  that  of  all  Indians  who 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  air  and  the 
iun.  His  features  are  coarfe,  his 
nofe  fmall  and  turned  up,  his  lower 
lip  rather  thick ;  and  he  wears  nei¬ 


ther  beard  nor  whifkers,  contrary  to 
the  cukom  of  the  Orientals,  efpeci- 
ally  the  Mahometans.  His  habits, 
like  thofe  of  all  the  natives  of  India, 
are  of  white  mukin,  with,  a  turban 
of  the  fame.  His  robe  is  fafhioned. 
nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the 
European  ladies,  which  are  called 
a  VAngloife.  The  body  and  keeves 
fit  neatly,  and  are  drawn  clofe  by 
firings ;  the  rek  of  the  robe  being 
ample,  and  in  folds :  fo  that  when 
the  Indian  great  men  walk,  a  page 
fupports  their  train,  from  their  firk 
kepping  off  the  carpet  to  their  en¬ 
tering  into  their  carriages. 

.  In  the  army,  Ayder  Ali  wears  a 
military  habit  invented  by  himfelf 
for  his  generals.  It  is  an  uniform 
compofed  of  a  vek  of  white  fattin, 
with  gold  flowers,  faced  with  yellow, 
and  attached  by  cords,  or  firings  of 
the  fame  colour :  the  drawers  are  of 
the  fame  materials ;  and  the  boots  of 
yellow  velvet.  He  wears  a  fcarf  of 
white  filk  about  his  walk ;  and,  with 
the  military  habit,  his  turban  is  of 
a  red  or  aurora  colour.  When  he 
is  on  foot,  he  commonly  ufes  a  gold¬ 
headed  cane ;  and  fometimes  on 
horfeback  he  wears  a  fabre,  hanging 
by  a  belt  of  velvet  embroidered  with 
gold,  and  fallened  over  his  fhoul- 
der  by  a  clafp  ot  gold,  enriched 
with  fome  precious  kones. 

Ele  never  wears  jewelry  either  on 
his  turban  or  his  cloaths ;  and  never 
ufes  either  neck-lace,  ear-pendants, 
or  bracelets.  His  turban  is  very 
long,  and  flat  at  top.  In  this  par¬ 
ticular  he  follows  the  ancient  mode ; 
as  well  as  in  his  flippers,  which  are 
very  large,  and  have  a  long  point 
turned  back,  refemblino;  the  roofs 
of  the  buildings  in  fome  countries  up 
the  Levant;  or  thofe  flippers  ancient¬ 
ly  worn  in  France,  and  called  Souliers 
a  la  poulaine.  The  petits  maitre s 
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Of  his  and  other  Indian  courts  affeft 
to  wear  little  bonnets  which  fcarcely 
cover  the  tops  of  their  heads,  and 
flippers  fo  fmall  as  fcarce  to  admit 
the  points  of  their  feet :  but  though 
in  thefe  and  other  re-fpedfs  their  talle 
is  fo  different  from  that  of  Ayder 
and  his  fon,  yet  to  imitate  him  as 
much  as  poffible  in  the  article  of 
beard  and  whifkers,  without  infring¬ 
ing  the  precepts  of  the  Alcoran,  they 
reduce  their  beards  and  mouitaches 
to  a  mouftache  fcarcely  difcernible. 

:  The  countenance  of  Ayder,  though 
not  handfome,  is  open,  and  calcu¬ 
lated  to  infpire  confidence.  He  has 
not  acquired  the  habit  of  difguifing 
his  afpeft,.  which  is  either  gay  or 
overfpread  with  chagrin,  according 
to  the  occafions  that  prefent  them- 
felves.  He  poffefies  a  facility  of 
converfing  on  any  fubjefl ;  and  has 
•  none  of  that  ftatelinefs  and  tacitur¬ 
nity,  which  almoft  all  the  other 
princes  of  the  Eall  affedt  to  preferve. 
When  he  receives  a  ftranger,  he  is 
referved,  and  appears  to  fpeak  with 
gravity ;  but  foon  recovers  his  ufual 
eafe,  and converfes  with  all  the  world, 
repeating  himfelf  the  news  and  com¬ 
mon  converfation  of  the  day,  with  the 
greateft  affability.  It  is  moft  aftonifh- 
ing,that  this  fovereign  afksqueflions, 
gives  anfwers,  hears  a  letter  read, 
and  didtates  an  anivver  to  another, 
beholds  a  theatrical  exhibition,  and 
even  feems  to  attend  to  the  perfor¬ 
mance, — at  the  fame  inftant  that  he 
decides  concerning  things  of  the 
utrnoll  importance. 

There  is  no  fovereign  more  eafy 
of  accefs  to  every  one  that  has  bufi- 
nefs  with  him,  whether  Grangers  or 
fubjedfs ;  and  the  former,  whatever 
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may  be  their  quality  are  always  fure 
to  be  introduced  into  his  prefence, 
by  demanding  an  audience,  by  a 
bouquedar,  or  macebearer,  of  which 
there  is  always  a  fufficient  number 
at  the  gate  of  his  palace.  The  Fa¬ 
kirs,  a  lpecies  of  begging  monks, 
are  alone  excluded  from  this  indul¬ 
gence  ;  but  when  one  of  thefe  ap¬ 
pears,  he  is  conducted  to  the  Pirjada, 
or  grand  almoner,  who  fupplies  his 
wants.  The  court  of  Ayder  is,  in 
this  point,  abfolutely  different  from 
thofe  of  all  the  other  princes  of 
India;  who  hold  thefe  Fakirs  in 
fuch  high  veneration,  that  they 
fuffer  them  to  enter  their  palaces  at 
any  hour,  and  even  admit  them  to 
their  table.  They  have  the  affurance 
to  take  the  firif  place  at  table,  neared 
the  prince;  though  they  are  mod 
commonly  difguifing,  filthy,  and 
covered  with  vermin. 

When  bufinefs  or  parties  of  plea- 
fure  do  not  prevent  Ayder  Ali  from 
going  to  reft  at  his  ufual  time,  which 
is  after  midnight,  he  rifes  with  the 
fun,  that  is  to  fay,  about  fix  o’clock. 
As  foon  as  he  is  rifen,  the  majors  of 
the  army*,  who  have  been  on  duty 
the  preceding  day  and  night,  and 
like  wife  thofe  who  relieve  them, 
enter,  make  their  reports,  and  re¬ 
ceive  orders  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
miniflers  and  generals,  who  them- 
felves  have  the  privilege  of  enter¬ 
ing  his  dreffmg-room,  if  they  have 
any  thing  extraordinary  or  preffmg 
to  communicate.  The  couriers  that 
have  arrived  during  the  night,  or 
in  the  morning,  alio  come  and  lay 
their  difpatches  at  his  feet.  It  may 
be  edeemed  a  weaknefs  in  a  prince 
fo  occupied,  that  his  toilet  takes  up 


*  Thefe  majors  of  the  army  are  like  adjutants -general.  They  are  not  perfons 
of  diitindlion,  but  men  of  approved  diligence  and  fidelity,  chofen  out  of  the  fub- 
altern  officers  of  cavalry  and  infantry. 

C  2 


a  con- 


10  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784-5 


a  confiderable  part  of  his  time.  It 
lafls  commonly  two  or  three  hours ; 
and  is  chiefly  taken  up  by  his  bar¬ 
bers,  who  pluck  the  hairs  from  his 
beard. 

But  juflice  requires  us  likewife  to 
©bferve,  that  when  any  military 
operation  requires  his  attention,  the 
toilet  is  no  more  thought  of. 

Between  eight  and  nine  in  the 
morning  he  quits  his  apartment, 
atnd  repairs  to  a  faloon,  where  a 
number  of  fecretaries  wait  for  his 
appearance.  Into  their  hands,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  refpe&ive  depart¬ 
ments,  he  puts  the  letters  received; 
giving  them  at  the  fame  time  in- 
ftrudions  for  the  anfwers.  His  fons, 
his  relations,  and  thofe  lords  who  are 
honoured  with  his  intimacy,  enter ; 
and  if  it  be  nine  o’clock,  they  take 
the  ufual  refrelhment.  If  he  has 
leifure,  he  appears  at  a  balcony, 
and  receives  the  falute  of  his  ele¬ 
phants*,  that  are  led  before  him, 
as  well  as  his  horfes.  His  tygers 
of  chace  likewife  pay  him  a  vifit. 
They  are  led  by  hand,  and  are 
covered  with  a  mantle  of  green  and 
gold  hanging  to  the  ground,  and 
a  bonnet  on  their  head,  of  cloth  em¬ 
broidered  with  gold,  with  which 
their  eyes  can  be  immediately  co¬ 
vered,  if  they  Ihould  chance  to  prove 
mifchievous.  Ayder  himfelf  gives 
each  of  them  a  ball  of  fweetmeats, 
which  they  take  very  adroitly  with 
their  paws,  being  exceedingly  tame. 
Thefe  are  the  fpotted  tygers,  and 
their  keepers  lead  them  every  day 
into  thofe  places  where  the  greateft 
crouds  are :  but  the  grand  tyger,  or 
tyger  royal,  has  never  been  tamed 
by  any  attempts  yet  made. 


After  the  repafl,  which  ends  about 
half  after  ten,  Ayder  enters  into  the 
hall  of  audience ;  or  the  grand  tent> 
if  at  the  army.  He  is  feated  on  a 
fopha  beneath  a  canopy,  and  very 
often  in  fome  balcony  that  fronts  an 
open  place  or  court  of  the  palace ; 
and  fome  of  his  relations  fit  on  each 
fide  of  him.  All  perfons  who  have 
permiflion  or  accefs,  of  which  the 
number  is  very  great,  may  come  to 
this  audience  ;  and  thofe  who  have 
affairs  to  tranfad,  may  either  re- 
quell  admittance  by  means  of  the 
Souquedars,  or  put  their  requeil 
.into  the  hands  of  thofe  officers  by 
whom  it  is  carried  to  their  chief, 
who  is  always  prefent,  and  who 
places  it  at  the  feet  of  the  prince, 
where  it  is  immediately  read  and 
anfwered.  It  is  not  cuflomary  here 
to  flop  the  prince  by  the  offer  of 
petitions,  when  he  goes  out,  unlefs 
the  affair  be  very  urgent  and  extra¬ 
ordinary,  or  the  petitioner  has  been 
prevented  from  forwarding  his  re¬ 
queil  at  the  ufual  hours  of  audi¬ 
ence  ;  a  circumftance  that  very 
rarely  happens. 

At  this  audience  thirty  or  forty" 
fecretaries  are  feated  along  the  wall 
to  his  left,  who  write  continually. 
Couriers  arrive  almofl  every  inflant, 
and  are  conducted  with  great  noife 
and  buflle  to  the  feet  of  the  prince, 
where  they  lay  their  difpatches.  A 
fecretary  kneeling  takes  the  packet  j 
and  fitting  on  his:  hams  before  the 
prince,  opens  it  and  reads  the  letter. 
Ayder  immediately  didates  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  anfwer,  and  the  letter 
is  carried  to  the  office  of  a  minifler. 
Contrary  to  the  cufloms-of  the  prin¬ 
ces  of  the  Eaft,  who  affix  their  names 


*  When  the  prince  appears  at  the  balcony,  his  officers  cry  out,  <c  Your  ele¬ 
phants  falute  your  IViajefty And  at  the  fame  time  thofe  animals,  who  are  ranged 
in  a  femkirck  round  the  palace,  make  three  genuflections. 

by 
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by  means  of  a  Teal,  Ayder  figns 
the  difpatches  in  order  as  they  are 
compleated,  as  well  as  a  number  of 
private  orders.  Many  writers  re¬ 
port  the  contrary  to  this;  which 
only  proves  that  they  have  never 
feen  Ayder  half  an  hour  at  a  time. 
The  orders  that  iffue  from  the  offices 
of  the  minifters,  have  norther  fig- 
jiatqre  than  that  of  the  great  feal, 
of  which  they  are  the  depofitories  ; 
and  the  difpatch  is  clofed  with  the 
private  feal  of  the  minifter.  The 
letters  figned  by  Ayder  are  doled 
by  the  feal  of  the  fovereign,  of 
which  the  principal  fecretary  is 
guardian.  When  this  Nabob  writes 
any  interelling  letter,  or  gives  an 
order  of  importance,  he  affixes  a 
particular  or  private  feal,  which  he 
always  wears  on  his  finger;  and  in 
that  cafe  he  hiinfelf  carries  the  packet 
to  one  of  his  couriers,  who  conveys 
it  as  far  as  the  firft  Ration.  To  the 
packet  is  joined  a  paper,  denoting 
the  hour  it  was  fent  off ;  and  at 
every  Ration  the  time  of  its  arrival 
is  marked.  We  fhall  afterwards 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  thefe  polls, 
which  have  been  fince  imitated  by 
the  Englilh. 

If  Ayder  purchafes  horfes  or  ele¬ 
phants,  or  if  new  pieces  of  cannon 
have  been  founded  or  brought  from 
any  port  or  arfenal,  he  infpecls 
them  during  this  audience ;  the  ani¬ 
mals  or  pieces  of  cannon  being 
brought  into  the  court  or  fquare  of 
the  palace, 

Minifters,  generals,  amhaffadors, 
and  other  great  men,  rarely  appear 
at  this  audience,  unlefs  commanded, 
or  unlefs  urged  by  extraordinary 
affairs.  It  is  peculiar  to  their  dig¬ 
nity  to  fee  the  prince  only  in  the 
evening,  when  none  but  men  of  con- 
fequence  are  admitted  ;  and  nothing 
flic  is  thought  of  but  to  make  their 
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court  to  the  fovereign,  or  to  (hare 
his  pleafures.  The  great  haveagents, 
who  are  ufually  Bramins,  who  foli- 
cit  their  affairs  either  with  the  prince 
©r  his  minifters ;  and  thefe  agents, 
who  have  the  title  of  Ouaquiis,  or 
envoys,  have  their  leave  of  admif- 
fion  to  the  prefence  when  they  have 
been  presented  by  their  mailers,  and 
are  honourably  received.  The  mi- 
nillers  fend  one  of  the  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  their  department  to  the 
prince ;  who,  fitting  before  him  in 
the  fame  pollure  as  the  other  fecre- 
taries,  communicate  their  bufinefs, 
and  converfe  with  lam, 

A  great  ambaffador,  or  other  per- 
fon  of  confequence,  is  announced  in 
a  loud  voice  by  the  chief  of  the 
ufhers,  in  thefe  terms,  **  YourMa- 

“  jelly,  the  lord  of - faiutes 

(i  you.”  Minifters,  fecretaries,  oua¬ 
quiis,  or  other  men  of  buftnefs,  are 
not  announced,  but  go  in  and  out 
without  particular  obfervation,  ex¬ 
cept  that  they  are  careful  to  falute 
the  Nabob.  When  a  great  man  is 
announced,  the  prince  returns  the 
falute,  and  begs  him  to  be  feated  ; 
the  friends  and  other  great  men, 
who  furround  the  fovereign,  falute 
him  alfo ;  and,  in  proportion  to  the 
efteem  or  favour  he  is  in  with  the 
Nabob,  they  give  place,  that  he  may 
approach  him.  A  perfon  of  ordina¬ 
ry  rank,  who  has  requeued  an  au¬ 
dience,  makes  three  reverences  in 
entering,  by  moving  his  hand  from 
his  forehead  almoft  to  the  ground ; 
and  afterwards  places  himfelf  on  one 
fide  of  the  chief  ulher,  continuing  fi- 
lent,  with  his  hands  joined  before 
him.  The  Nabob  returns  the  fa¬ 
lute  by  fimply  touching  Iris  turban 
with  his  hand,  and  affefts  to  conti¬ 
nue  the  difeourfe  with  thofe  about 
him:  after  which  he  makes  a  ftgn 
for  the  perfon  to  advance,  and  dc- 
C  £  *  inands. 
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mands,  in  an  engaging  and  affec¬ 
tionate  manner,  the  lubjedt  of  his  vi- 
fit :  and  upon  the  expofition  of  the 
affair  by  the  fuppliant,  he  receives 
a  decifive  anfwer.  If  he  be  a  gran¬ 
ger  of  a  genteel  rank  or  employ¬ 
ment,  as  a  trader  or  merchant  of 
confequence,  he  receives  orders  to 
fit ;  and  his  place  is  ufually  on  the 
right,  fronting  the  fecretaries.  The 
Nabob  afes  him  fome  quedions  re- 
fpeding  his  date  of  life,  his  coun¬ 
try,  or  his  voyage,  and  appoints  a 
time  when  he  will  fee  his  merchan¬ 
dizes.  Betel  is  then  prefented  to 
the  dranger,  and  is  underdood  as 
equivalent  to  a  permiflion  to  retire  ; 
which  is  done  with  the  fame  cere¬ 
mony  as  at  the  entrance. 

This  audience  continues  till  after 
three  o’clock,  which  is  the  hour  he 
returns  to  his  apartment  to  deep, 
or  make  the  fieito,  as  it  is  called  113 
Italy. 

About  half  pad  five,  the  prince 
returns  into  the  hall  of  audience,  or 
fome  other  large  apartment,  where 
he  places  himfelf  in  a  balcony  to  fee 
his  troops  exercife,  and  his  cavalry 
defile  before  him.  He  is,  as  in  the 
morning,  furrounded  by  fome  of  his 
friends  or  relations ;  .and  the  fecre¬ 
taries  are  bulled  in  reading  letters, 
or  writing. 

About  half  after  fix,  when  the  day 
doles  in,  a  great  number  of  Manel- 
falgis,  or  bearers  of  flambeaux,  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  court  of  the  palace,  and 
falute  the  prince  as  they  pals  on 
the  fide  of  the  apartment  where  he 
is.  They  illuminate  all  the  apart-- 
ments  in  a  moment,  efpecially  that 
in  which  the  Nabob  is,  with  tapers 
in  chandeliers  of  exquifite  workman- 
diip,  ornamented  with  fedoons-  of 
flowers  of  the  utmofl  lightnefs  and 
delicacy.  Thefe  chandeliers,  on 
account  of  the  wind ,  are  covered 
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with  large  (hades  of  Englifh  glafs. 
There  are  likewife,  in  fome  parts  of 
the  palace,  large  glafs  lanthorns<, 
painted  with  flowers  of  all  colours. 
The  great  men,  miniders,  and  am- 
baffadors,  vifit  the  Nabob  only  at 
night.  They  are  ufually  perfumed 
with  the  mod  codly  perfumes.  Be- 
fides  the  men  in  power  and  employ¬ 
ment,  tfie  apartments  are  filled  with 
young  nobility  ;  and  every  body 
adumes  the  mod  polite  and  engag¬ 
ing  manners.  After  having  faluted 
the  prince,  the  falute  is  paid  to  his 
foils  and  relations,  his  miniders,  and 
others,  in  an  eafy,  unaffedled  man¬ 
ner,  Among  the  young  nobility, 
there  are  a  certain  number  who 
have  the  title  of  Arabfbequi ;  which 
anfwers  nearly  to  that  of  chamber- 
lain,  in  Germany.  There  are  or¬ 
dinarily  four  in  waiting  each  day  ; 
they  are  didingui  fixed  by  their  fabre, 
which  they  carry  in  their  hand  in 
the  (heath,  ufing  it  nearly  as  a  walk¬ 
ing  dick.  All  the  other  company 
leave  their  arms  in  the  hands  of 
their  pages  and  other  attendants, 
who  are  very  numerous,  and  fill  the 
avenues  of  the  palace.  The  pages 
alone  are  permitted  to  enter  :  they 
follow  their  mader,  bearing  his 
train  into  the  apartments,  till  they 
quit  their  dippers  at  their  depping 
on  the  carpet :  the  pages  then  let 
fall  the  train,  and  put  the  flippers 
in  a  bag.  Ayder,  who  fets  no  great 
value  on  thefe  ceremonies,  permits 
the  Europeans  to  come  in  with  their 
(hoes  on;  though  his  apartments 
are  commonly  covered  with  white 
muflin,  fpread  upon  the  mod  fuperb 
Perfla  carpets.  He  has  fuch  a  prer 
diledlion  for  white,  that  he  caufes 
wainfeotting,  that  is  painted,  gilt, 
and  varnifhed,  to  he  covered  with 
white  muflin;  and  even  chairs  anh 
fophas  of  embroidered  velvet  or  golji 
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fluff.  The  Europeans  deceive  them- 
felves  exceedingly  in  fuppofing,  that 
it  is  by  way  of  diftinftion  or  pre¬ 
eminence  that  they  are  permitted  to 
enter  the  apartments  in  ihoes.  This 
permiflion,  given  them  in  fome  of 
the  Indian  courts,  is  occafioned  by 
a  notion  the  Indian  princes  have, 
that  the  Europeans  are  obftinate, 
and  bigotted  to  their  own  cuftoms, 
however  repugnant'  to  decency  and 
propriety.  M.  de  Buffi,  to  conci¬ 
liate  the  Indian  cuftoms  with  thofe 
of  the  French,  carried  velvet  flippers 
to  the  court  of  the  Suba  of  Decan, 
which  he  put  on  ;  and  made  ufe  of 
a  kind  of  pantoufle  in  palling  from 
his  carriage  to  the  border  of  the  car¬ 
pet,  where  he  threw  them  off.  We 
may  often  avoid  offending  llrangers 
by  little  attentions  that  coft  nothing, 
and  tend  exceedingly  to  conciliate 
their  affeflions. 

There  is,  for  the  moft  part,  a  co¬ 
medy  every  night,  that  commences 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  and  lafts 
till  eleven:  it  is  intermixed  with 
dances  and  longs.  During  this  co¬ 
medy,  the  Arablbequi  continue  near 
the  ftrangers,  and  politely  inform 
them  of  every  thing  they  may  delire 
to  know ;  as  the  fubjeft  of  the  co¬ 
medy,  the  news  of  the  dav,  &c. 
They  are  careful  to  alk,  if  he  choo- 
fes  to  drink  or  eat ;  in  which  cafe, 
they  caufe  Iherbet,  warm  milk, 
fruits,  or  confe&ionary  to  be  pre- 
&nted  to  him  ;  but  they  feldom  eat. 
if  the  ftranger  chooles  to  play  chefs, 
they  play  with  him,  or  propofe  a 
party.  Ayder,  to  whom  the  enter¬ 
tainments  of  the  ftage  are  very  in¬ 
different,  difcourfes  with  his  minif- 
ters  or  ambaffadors,  fometimes  paf- 
fing  into  a  cabinet  to  fpeak  with 
more  fecrecy  ;  and  continues,  as  in 
the  morning,  to  dispatch  buftnefs, 
without  feeming  to  be  bufy.  Al- 
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moft  always,  before  the  end  of  the 
performance,  flowers  are  brought  to 
him  in  a  bafket  of  filigram,  out  of 
which  he  himfelf  gives  a  few  to  the 
lords  who  are  about  him ;  and  after¬ 
wards  the  balket  is  carried  into  the 
apartments  of*  the  theatre,  every 
one  taking  a  fmall  flower  from  them, 
and  returning  a  profound  reverence 
to  the  prince.  This  takes  place 
even  to  the  loweft  fecretary.  When 
Ayder  wifhes  to  give  a  particular 
mark  of  his  eftecm,  he  himfelf 
makes  a  collar  of  jafmine  flowers, 
knotting  them  with  ft lk  as  he  con- 
verfes,  which  he  himfelf  adjufts 
round  the  neck,  of  the  happy  mortal 
to  whom  he  gives  this  glorious  mark 
of  his  efteem  and  favour.  Ele  has 
feveral  times  conferred  this  honour 
on  the  chiefs  of  his  Europeans, 
knowing  well  that  the  French,  above 
all  nations,  efteem  themfelves  well 
paid  by  this  fort  of  money.  He 
who  has  received  this  honour,  is  vi- 
ftted  the  following  day  by  the  firfl: 
people  of  the  court  to  compliment 
him. 

If  a  battle  has  been  gained,  or 
any  other  glorious  event  has  happen¬ 
ed  in  favour  of  the  prince,  the  poet 
of  the  court  arrives,  announcing 
himfelf,  at  his  firfl:  entering  the  a- 
partments,  by  the  pompous  and  ex¬ 
travagant  titles  he  bellows  on  the 
prince :  as,  “  Health  to  the  greateft: 
“  king  on  earth,  whofe  name  alone 

caules  his  enemies  to  tremble,5 * 
&C.  All  the  world,  at  the  voice  of 
the  poet,  becomes  ftlent  and  atten¬ 
tive.  The  comedy  or  dance  is  in¬ 
terrupted;  the  poet  enters,  feats 
himfelf  in  the,  place  immediately 
oppoftte  the  prince,  and  recites  a 
poem,  which  every  body  affefls  to 
hear  with  the  utmoft  attention,  ex-  « 
cept  the  prince,  who  feems  at  that 
time  to  be  more  particularly  bufted 
C  4  in 
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in  converting  with  his  minitiers. 
The  poet  mually,  after  (peaking  of 
the  prince,  proceeds  to  his  relations, 
and  the  generals  or  principal  offi¬ 
cers  ;  not  forgetting  the  minitiers 
and  favourites.  The  young  cour¬ 
tiers,  or  bar  as  a  demi3  who  are  ufu- 
ally  included  altogether  in  the  prai- 
fes  bellowed  by  the  poet,  often  turn 
jt  into  ridicule ;  arid  their  derition 
extends  even  to  thofe  who  are  the 
higheft  ipoken  of.  They  and  the 
fecretaries,  or  other  interior  cour¬ 
tiers,  often  parody  the  words  of  the 
oem  very  pleafantly,  (paring  no 
ody  but  the  prince  and  his  ion :  but 
as  they  have  no  printing,  both  the 
poem  and  the  critichm  are  of  tiiort 
juration.  We  cannot  (peak  of  their 
puolic  entertainments,  without  men¬ 
tioning  the  Bayaderes,  of  whom  the 
Abbe  Raynal  has  drawn  (o  advanta¬ 
geous  a  portrait  in  his  Hitioire  Phi^ 
Joibphique. 

At  the  prefent  time,  the  court  of 
Ayder  is  the  mod  brilliant  in  India ; 
and  his  company  of  performers  is 
without  epntradiftion  the  tirft,  as 
well  on  account  of  its  riches,  as  be- 
cauie  the  Bayaderes  are  the  women 
to  whom  he  gives  the  preference, 
Being  (overeign  of  part  of  Vifapour, 
he  has  every  facility  of  procuring 
among  this  clais  of  women,  thofe 
vffio  are  moft  remarkable  for  their 
beauty  and  talents. 

The  comedians  of  the  court  are 
all  women.  A  direblrefs,  who  is 
likewife  manager,  purchafes  young 
girls  at  the  age  of  four  or  live  years, 
who  are  chofen  on  account  of  their 
beauty.  She  caui’es  them  to  be  in¬ 
oculated,  and  then  provides  them 
with  mailers  both  for  dancing  and 
tnutic.  They  are  taught  every  ac- 
complifhment  that  can  infpire  the 
prince  and  his-epurt  with  the  love  of 
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pleafure ;  and  their  fuccefs  is  fuch* 
that  they  delight  andfeduce  the  moft 
inientible  of  men.  They  begin  to 
appear  in  public  at  the  age  of  about 
ten  or  eleven  years.  They  have 
generally  the  moft  delicate  features, 
large  dark  eyes,  beautiful  eye¬ 
brows,  (mail  mouth,  and  the  fineft 
teeth ;  their  cheeks  are  dimpled, 
and  their  black  hair  hangs  in  flow¬ 
ing  trefles  to  the  ground ;  their 
complexion  is  a  clear  brown,  not 
fuch  as  that  of  the  mulatto  women, 
who  are  incapable  of  blufhing  ;  but 
like  that  of  a  country  girl  in  the 
flow  of  health,  who  has  preferved 
the  rofes,  after  fuffering  the  lillies 
to  fade.  Thefe  are  the  yellow  wo¬ 
men,  that  the  Orientals  prefer  to 
all  others :  they  give  themlelves 
that  tinge  by  painting  their  cheeks 
of  a  jonquil  colour,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  French  women  ufe 
rouge  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
in  a  very  fhort  time  one  becomes 
habituated  to  this  colour,  and  finds 
it  agreeable.  Their  habit  is  al¬ 
ways  a  tine  gauze,  very  richly  em¬ 
broidered  with  gold ;  and  they  are 
covered  with  jewels :  their  head, 
their  neck,  their  ears,  their  breafts, 
their  arms,  fingers,  legs,  and  toes, 
have  their  jewels  ;  and  even  their 
nofe  is  ornamented  with  a  fmall  dia¬ 
mond,  that  gives  them  an  arch  look, 
which  is  far  from  being  unpleating. 

The  comedies  are  all  pieces  'of  in¬ 
trigue.  They  perfbnate  either  wo¬ 
men  who  league  together  to  deceive 
a  jealous  huffiand,  or  young  girls 
that  confpire  to  deceive  their  mo¬ 
ther.  It  is  impoffible  to  play  with 
more  art  or  with  more  natural  eafe. 
Their  fongs  are  gay  and  agreeable. 
The  words  that  are  fung  by  a  tingle 
voice  are  almoft  always  the  com¬ 
plaint  pf  a  lover,  Thoti?  which  are 
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jfung  In  chorus  are  much  gayer  ;  but 
they  have  no  fecond  parts,  and  are 
always  repeated.  t 

The  dancers  are  fuperior  in  their 
performance  to  the  comedians  and 
lingers  :  it  may  even  be  affirmed 
that  they  would  afford  pleafure  on 
the  theatre  of  the  opera  at  Paris. 
Every  part  is  employed  when  thefe 
girls  dance;  their  heads,  their  eyes, 
their  arms,  their  feet,  and  all  their 
body  feem  to  move  only  to  enchant 
and  furprife.  They  are  very  light, 
and  very  ftrong  in  the  legs  ;  turn¬ 
ing  round  on  one  foot,  and  fpring- 
ing  up  immediately  after  with  a 
furprifing  force.  They  have  fo  much 
accuracy  in  their  movements,  that 
they  accompany  the  inftruments 
with  bells  that  are  on  their  feet ; 
and  as  they  are  of  the  molt  elegant 
figures,  all  their  motions  are  grace¬ 
ful.  No  Bayadere  of  the  prince’s 
company  is  more  than  feventeen 
years  old.  At  this  age  they  are 
dii'miffed  ;  and  either  travel  over 
the  province,  or  attach  themfelves 
to  the  Pagods  *. 

The  diredlrefs  of  this  company  is 
paid  by  the  prince  ;  but  her  emo¬ 
luments  are  not  known.  She  has 
always  a  number  of  pieces  ready  in 
rehearfal  to  be  played  at  a  moment’s 
notice.  Though  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  to  think  file  is  well  paid  by  Ay- 
der  for  the  pleal'ures  fine  procures 
him,  the  emoluments  file  receives 
from  private  individuals  of  fortune, 
are  ftill  more  advantageous  to  her. 
When  a  great  man  gives  a  fet  flip¬ 
per,  he  has  ufually  a  comedy  orna¬ 
mented  with  fangs  and  dances.  The 
diredlrefs  of  the  prince’s  company 
is  paid  one  hundred  rupees  for  every 
actrefs  that  plays,  lings,  or  dances. 


The  number  of  thefe  a  ft  relies  is  of¬ 
ten  more  than  twenty,  the  inllru- 
mental  mufic  not  being  charged. 

If  a  (upper  is  given  to  a  few  pri¬ 
vate  friends,  the  fingers  and  dan¬ 
cers  are  likewife  employed  at  the 
fame  price  of  one  hundred  rupees. 
Befides  which,  they  mull  be  fur- 
mfhed  with  fupper,  and  abundance 
of  fruits,  fweecmeats,  and  warm 
milk.  If  the  friends  are  retained  to 
fieep  (as  is  often  done,  where  their 
fuppers  are  more  friendly  than  ce¬ 
remonious)  they  chufe  each  a  com¬ 
panion  for  the  night  among  the 
performers,  for  which  the  diredtrefs 
is  likewife  paid  one  hundred  rupees 
each  ;  and  the  mailer  of  the  houfe 
mull:  prefent  his  friend  with  fome 
trinket,  or  piece  of  fluff,  to  be  given 
to  the  da  mi  el  when  Hie  is  fent  away 
in  the  morning. 

Befides  the  prince’s  company, 
there  are  feveral  others  in  the  town 
where  the  court  is  kept,  and  in  the 
armies.  There  are  even  fome  that 
are  compofed  of  men  only :  but  the 
people  of  the  court  never  have  re- 
courfe  to  any  but  the  prince’s  com¬ 
pany. 

At  eleven  o’clock,  or  about  mid¬ 
night,  every  one  retires  but  thefe 
that  fup  with  the  Nabob ;  who,  ex¬ 
cept  on  grand  feftivals,  are  always 
his  friends  and  relations. 

This  mode  of  life  purified  by  Ay- 
der,  is,  as  maybe  eafily  imagined, 
interrupted  in  the  army.  It  is 
likewife  occasionally  interrupted  by- 
hunting  parties,  by  excurfions  on 
foot  or  horfeback,  or  by  his  attend¬ 
ing  to  afiifl  at  the  exercifes  and  ero- 
letions  made  by  conliderable  bodies, 
of  his  troops. 

When  he  is  obliged  to  remain  a 


*  Every  Pagod  maintains  a  number  of  Bayaderes, 
die  moll  certain  revenues  of  the  Eramins. 
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month  in  camp,  or  in  any  town,  he 
ufually  goes  to  the  chace  twice  a 
week.  He  hunts  the  hag,  the  roe¬ 
buck,  the  antelope,  and  fojnetimes 
the  tyger.  When  notice  arrives 
that  this  laft  animal  has  been  ob¬ 
served  to  quit  the  forefts,  and  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  plain,  he  mounts  his 
horfe,  followed  by  all  his  Abyfiini- 
ans,  his  fpear-men  on  foot,  and  al- 
moft  all  the  nobility  armed  with 
Spears  and  bucklers.  The  traces  of 
the  beaft  being  found,  the  hunters 
Surround  his  hiding  place,  and  con- 
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tract  the  circle  by  degrees.  A$ 
Soon  as  the  creature,  who  is  ufually 
hid  in  fome  rice  ground,  perceives 
his  enemies,  he  roars,  and  looks 
every  where  to  find  a  place  of  ef- 
cape  ;  and  when  he  prepares  to 
fpring  on  fome  one  to  force  a  paf- 
fage,  he  is  attacked  by  Ayder  him- 
felf,  to  whom  the  honour  of  giving 
the  firft  broke  is  yielded,  and  in 
which  he  feldom  fails.  Thus  the 
pleafures  of  the  fovereign  are  varied 
to  infinity. 
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On  a  nenjo  Method  of  preparing  aFefl 
Liquor  to  Jhe=tv  the  Prefence  of  Acids 
and  Alkalies  in  Chemical  Mixtures. 
By  Mr.  James  Watt,  Engineer  ; 
communicated  by  Sir  jofeph  Banks, 
Bart.  P.  R.  S.  From  Vol.  Ixxiv, 
of  the  Philofopbical  Franfadiions  t 

H  E  fyrop  of  violets  was  for- 
merlv  thp  teft  of  the  point  of 
faturation  of  mixtures  of  acids  and 
alkalies,  which  was  principally  ufed  ; 
hut  knee  the  late  improvements  in 
chemiftry  it  has  been  found  not  to 
lie  fufhciently  accurate,  and  the  in- 
fufion  of  tournefol,  or  of  an  arti¬ 
ficial  preparation  called  litmus, 
have  been  fubftituted  in  the  place 
of  it. 

The  infufion  of  litmus  is  blue, 
and  becomes  red  with  acids.  It  is 
fenfible  to  the  prefence  of  one 
grain  of  common  oil  of  vitriol, 
though  it  be  mixed  with-  iocooo 
grains  of  water;  but  as  this  infu¬ 
fion  does  not  change  its  colour  on 
being  mixed  with  alkaline  liquors, 
in  order  to  difeover  whether  a  liquor 
be  neutral  or  alkaline,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  add  fome  vinegar  to  the  lit¬ 
mus,  fo  as  juft  to  turn  the  infufion 
red,  which  will  then  be  reftored  to 
its  blue  colour,  by  being  mixed 
with  any  alkaline  liquor.  '  The 
blue  infuhon  of  litmus  is  alfo  a  teft 
of  the  prefence  of  fixed  air  in  wa¬ 
rier,  with  which  it  turns  red,  as  it 
does  with  other  acids. 


The  great  degree  of  fenfibillty 
of  this  tell  would  leave  very  little 
reafon  to  fearch  for  any  other,  were 
there  reafon  to  believe  that  it  is  al¬ 
ways  a  teft  of  the  exaft  point  of  fa¬ 
turation  of  acids  and  alkalies,  which 
the  following  faft  feems  to  call  in 
queftion. 

I  have  obferved,  that  a  mixture 
of  phlogifticated  nitrous  acid  with 
an  alkali  will  appear  to  be  acid,  by 
the  teft  of  litmus,  when  other  tefts, 
fuch  as  the  infufion  of  the  petals  of 
the  fcarlet  rofe,  of  the  blue  iris,  of 
violets,  and  of  other  flowers,  will 
fhew  the  fame  liquor  to  be  alkaline, 
by  turning  green  fo  very  evidently 
as  to  leave  no  doubt. 

At  the  time  I  made  this  difeovery, 
the  fcarlet  rofes  and  feveral  other 
flowers,  whofe  petals  change  their 
colour  by  acids  and  alkalies,  were 
in  flower.  I  ftained  paper  with 
their  juices,  and  found  that  it  was  not 
affected  by  the  phlogifticated  nitrous 
acid,  except  in  fo  far  as  it  acted  the 
part  of  a  neutralizing  acid  ;  but  I 
found  alfo,  that  paper,  ftained  in 
this  manner,  was  by  no  means  fo 
eafily  affefted  by  acids  of  any  kind 
as  litmus  was,  and  that  in  a  fhort 
time  it  loft  much  of  that  degree  of 
fenfibility  it  poftefled.  Having  oc- 
cakon  in  winter  to  repeat  fome  ex¬ 
periments,  in  which  the  phlogifti¬ 
cated  nitrous  acid  was  concerned,  I 
found  my.  ftained  paper  almoft  ufe- 
lefs.  1  was,  therefore,  obliged  to 

fearch 
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fearc h  for  fome  fubftitute  among  the 
few  vegetables  which  then  exifted 
in  a  growing  Hate ;  of  thefe  I  found 
the  red  cabbage  ( brajjica  rubra )  to 
furnilh  the  beft  tefi,  and  in  its  frelh 
Hate  to  have  more  fenfibility  both  to 
acids  and  alkalies  than  litmus,  and 
to  afford  a  more  decifive  teft,  from 
its  being  naturally  blue,  turning 
green  with  alkalies,  and  red  with 
acids ;  to  which  is  joined  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  its  not  being  affe&ed  by 
phlogifticated  nitrous  acid  any  far¬ 
ther  than  it  a&s  as  a  real  acid. 

To  extract  the  colouring  matter* 
take  thofe  leaves  of  the  cabbage, 
which  are  frefheft,  and  have  mod 
colour  ;  cut  out  the  larger  Hems, 
and  mince  the  thin  parts  of  the  leaves 
very  fmail ;  then  digefi  them  in  wa¬ 
ter,  about  the  heat  of  1 20  degrees, 
for  a  few  hours,  and  they  will  yield 
a  blue  liquor,  which,  if  ufed  im¬ 
mediately  as  a  tell,  will  be  found 
£0  poffefs  great  fenfibility.  But,  as 
this  liquor  is  very  fubjed  to  turn 
acid  and  putrid,  and  to  lofe  its  fen- 
iibility,  when  it  is  wanted  to  be  pre¬ 
served  for  future  ufe  the  following 
proceffes  fucceed  the  bail. 

1 .  After  having  minced  the  leaves, 
fpread  them  on  paper,  and  dry  them 
in  a  gentle  heat ;  when  perfectly 
dry,  put  them  up  in  glafs  bottles 
well  corked  ;  and  when  you  want  to  ’ 
ufe  them,  acidulate  fome  water  with 
vitriolic  acid,  and  digeit,  or  infufe, 
the  dry  leaves  in  it  until  they  give 
out  their  colour  ;  then  drain  the  li¬ 
quor  through  a  cloth,  and  add  to  it 
a  quantity  of  fine  whiting  or  chalk, 
ftirring  it  frequently  until  it  becomes 
qf  a  true  blue  colour,  neither  in¬ 


clining  to  green  or  purple  ;  as  foe* 
as  you  perceive  that  it  has  acquired 
this  colour,  filter  it  immediately, 
otherwife  it  will  become  greenifh  by 
longer  Handing  on  the  whiting. 

This  liquor  will  depofite  a  fmail 
quantity  of  gypfum,  and  by  the 
addition  of  a  little  fpirit  of  wine 
will  keep  good  for  fome  days,  after 
which  it  will  become  a  little  putrid 
and  reddilh.  If  too  much  fpirit  is 
added,  it  deftroys  the  colour.  If 
the  liquor  is  wanted  to  be  kept 
longer,  it  may  be  neutralized  by 
means  of  a  fixed  alkali  infiead  of 
chalk. 

2.  But  as  none  of  thefe  means  will 
preferve  the  liquor  long  without  re¬ 
quiring  to  be  neutralized  afrelh, 
juH  before  it  is  ufed  ;  and  as  the 
putrid  and  acid  fermentation  which 
it  undergoes,  and  perhaps  the  alka¬ 
lies  or  fpirit  of  wine  mixed  with  it, 
feem  to  lefTen  its  fenfibility  }  in  or¬ 
der  to  preferve  its  virtues  while  it  is 
kept  in  a  liquid  Hate  fome  frefh 
leaves  of  the  cabbage,  minced  as 
has  been  directed,  may  be  infufed 
in  a  mixture  of  vitriolic  acid  and 
water,  of  about  the  degree  of  aci¬ 
dity  of  vinegar ;  and  it  may  be 
neutralized,  as  it  is  wanted,  either 
by  means  of  chalk,  or  of  the  fixed 
or  volatile  alkali.  But  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  obferve,  that  if  the  liquor 
has  an  excefs  of  alkali,  it  will  loon 
lofe  its  colour,  and  become  yellow, 
from  which  Hate  it  cannot  be  refior- 
ed ;  therefore  care  Ihould  be  taken 
to  bring  it  very  exactly  to  a  blue, 
and  not  to  let  it  verge  towards  at 
green  *. 

3.  By  the  fame  procefs  I  have 


*  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  found,  that  the  infufions  of  red  cabbages  and 
of  various  flowers  in  water  acidulated  by  means  of  vitriolic  acid,  are  apt  to  turn 
mouldy  in  the  fummer  feafon,  and  alfo  that  the  moulding  is  prevented  by  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  fpirits  of  wine.  The  quantity  of  fpirit  which  is  neceflary  for  this  pur- 
pofe  I  have  not  been  able  to  afeertain  ;  but  I  add  it  by  little  at  a  time,  until  thg 
brogiefi  of  the 'moulding  is  prevented, 

made 


NATURAL 

made  a  red  infufion  of  violets, 
which,  on  being  neutralized,  forms 
at  prefent  a  very  fenfible  teft  ;  but 
how  long  it  will  preferve  its  proper¬ 
ties  I  have  not  yet  determined.  Pro¬ 
bably  the  coloured  infufions  of  other 
flowers  may  be  preferved  in  the  fame 
manner,  by  the  antifceptic  power 
©f  the  vitriolic  acid,  fo  as  to  lofe 
little  of  their  original  fenflbility. 
Paper,  frefh  ftained  with  thefe  tells 
in  their  neutral  Hate,  has  fuflicient 
fenflbility  for  many  experiments  ; 
but  the  allum  and  glue  which  enter 
into  the  preparation  of  writing-pa¬ 
per  feem  in  1'ome  degree  to  fix  the 
colour ;  and  paper  which  is  not 
fized  becomes  fomewhat  tranfpa- 
rent,  when  wetted,  which  renders 
fmall  changes  of  colour  impercep¬ 
tible  ;  fo  that  where  accuracy  is  re¬ 
quired,  the  tell  fhould  be  ufed  in  a 
liquid  Hate  f . 


An  extraordinary  Cafe  of  a  Drcp/y 
of  the  Ovarium,  *witb  fame  Re¬ 
marks.  By  Mr.  Philip  Meadows 
Martineau,  Surgeon  to  the  Nor¬ 
folk  and  Norwich  Hofpital ;  com¬ 
municated  by  John  Hunter,  Ffj. 
F.  R.  S.  From  the  fame  Work. 

SARAH  KIPPUS,  a  pauper  in 
the  city  of  Norwich,  was,  for 
many  years,  a  patient  of  my  fa¬ 
ther’s,  and,  at  his  deceafe,  was 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Scott,  as 
city  furgeon,  wrho  obliged  me  many 
times  by  taking  me  to  the  poor  wo¬ 
man,  from  whom  I  received  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  early  part  of  her  dif- 
eafe. 

Her  complaints  came  on  firfl  af¬ 
ter  a  mifcarriage  at  the  age  of  27, 
She  had  never  been  pregnant  be- 
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fore ;  and  her  difchargcs  at  that 
time  were  fo  great  as  to  bring  her 
into  a  very  weak  condition.  Sh« 
foon  perceived  fome  uneafinefs,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  fwelling,  on  one  fide, 
which,  after  a  few  months,  became 
too  large  to  dillinguilh  whether  it 
was  greater  on  one  fide  or  the  other. 
As  the  fwelling  was  found  to  arife 
from  water,  it  was  drawn  off,  which 
was  in  the  year  1757.  She  was 
never  afterwards  pregnant ;  but  the 
catamenia  continued  regularly  till 
the  ufual  period  of  their  ceflation. 
When  I  firfl:  faw  her,  which  was  in 
the  year  1780,  fhe  had  been  many 
times  tapped,  and  fhe  was  then  full 
of  water.  Her  appearance  was 
truly  deplorable,  not  to  fay  (hock¬ 
ing.  She  was  rather  a  low  woman, 
and  her  body  fo  large  as  almofl 
wholly  to  obfcure  her  face,  as  well 
as  every,  other  part  of  her  :  with  all 
fhe  was  tolerably  chearful,  and  fel- 
dom  regarded  the  operation.  I  faw 
her  juft  before  we  took  away  ic6 
pints  of  water,  and  I  begged  leave 
to  take  a  meafure  of  her.  She  was 
fixty-feven  inches  and  a  half  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  and  from  the  cartilage? 
enflformis  to  the  os  pubis  thirty-four 
inches.  Her  legs  were  now  greatly 
fwelled;  but  this,  and  every  other 
fymptom  of  which  fhe  complained, 
evidently  arofe  from  the  quantity 
and  weight  of  water.  SjKe  neither 
ate  nor  drank  much,  and  made  but 
a  fmall  quantity  of  urine. 

The  operation  of  drawing  off  the 
water  was  generally  performed  on 
a  Sunday,  as  the  molt  convenient 
day  for  her  neighbours  to  afiift  her,, 
and  before  the  latter  end  of  the 
week  file  was  able  to  walk  very 
well.  She  was  firfl  tapped  in  the 
year  1757,  and  died  in  Auguft  1783, 


f  I  hare  found,  that  the  petals  of  the  fcarlet  rofe,  and  tfiofe,  of  the  pink- 
coloured  lychnis,  treated  in  this  manner,  afford  very  fenfible  tefls-. 
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Thus  lhe  lived  full  twenty-five  years 
with  fome  intervals  of  eafe,  having 
eighty  times  undergone  the  opera¬ 
tion,  and  in  all  had  taken  from  her 
6631  pints  of  water,  or  upwards  of 
thirteen  hogiheads. 

I  will  fubjoin  the  account  of  the 
dates,  and  the  quantity  drawn  off  at 
each  time,  as  given  me  by  Mr. 
Scott*  obferving  that  till  1769  no 
exaff  memorandum  was  kept,  except 
of  the  number  of  times,  although  the 
quantity  of  water  drawn  off  was 
always  meafured.  By  my  father  fhe 
was  tapped  twenty-fix  times,  ave¬ 
raged  at  70  pints  each  time :  by  Mr. 
Donne  once,  73  pints,  which  makes 
1683  pints  from  fome  parts  of  the 
year  1757  to  1769.  By  Mr.  Scott 


as  follows : 

1769. 

Pints. 

Mar.  16.  — 

— 

70 

July  17.  _ 

- — 

72 

Nov.  20.  — 

— 

78 

Dec.  31. 

70 

—  29 

177°. 

April  15.  — • 

— 

70 

Aug.  11.  — 

— 

73 

Dec.  4.  — 

— 

76 

—  21 

1771. 

Mar.  22.  — « 

— 

74 

July  14.  — 

— 

78 

2 

O 

<1 

• 

* 

1 

79 

—  23 

1772. 

Feb.  22.  — 

— 

79 

June  6.  — ■ 

— 

73 

Sept.  12.  • — 

— 

74 

Dec.  12.  — 

rr"  - 

82 

—  30 

1773- 

Mar.  7.  — — 

— 

78 

May  29.  — ■ 

— 

7i 

.  Aug.  29.  — 

— 

79 

Dec.  5.  — 

• — ■ 

81 
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1774. 

Pints. 

Mar.  13. 

— - 

- — 

77 

June  26. 

— - 

— 

89 

Oft.  23; 

V.  9  ■  ■  ‘U 

4— 

92 

—  258 

1 775  • 

Jan.  24. 

■ — 

■ — 

94 

May  28. 

— 

- — 

9i 

Sept.  13. 

72 

Dec.  16. 

‘r 

1  00 

i  0 

OJ 

ObJ 

^4 

1776. 

April  9. 

- — 

— 

84 

July  28. 

— 

— 

82 

Nov.  27. 

1  ) 

■*u"1  "* 

1 

8; 

—  25I 

i 777 *  • 

Mar.  16. 

— 

— 

89 

July  27. 

— - 

— 

90 

Nov.,  9. 

J  "l 

1 

98 

—  277 

1778. 

Mar.  8. 

— 

> — 

96 

July  5. 

— ■ 

- — 

99 

Nov.  5. 

“ 

105 

300 

1779. 

Feb.  28. 

— 

— 

106 

June  13. 

- — 

— • 

108 

Aug.  17. 

— 

92 

Oft.  24. 

— 

— — * 

99 

Dec.  10. 

111  "" " 

r 

90 

495 

1780. 

Feb.  6. 

— 

73 

April  23. 

— 

— 

102 

July  24. 

— 

— 

106 

Sept.  10. 

— 

■ — 

95 

Nov.  12. 

rc 

. 

98 

'  4/4 

1781. 

Jan.  1. 

— 

— > 

100 

Mar.  1 1 . 

* — 

— 

94 

June  25. 

— 

— 

100 

Off.  14. 

— 

— 

100 

3°9 


-  39+ 

17.8a.  Jan 
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1782. 

Pints. 

Jan.  13.  — 

—  99 

Mar.  18.  — 

—  64 

June  2.  — 

—  74 

Aug.  25.  — 

—  98 

Nov.  1 7.  — 

—  90 

1783. 

Feb.  14.  — 

42 

— *  104 

May  11.  — 

—  100 

July  20.  — 

-  98 

Aug.  11.  on  opening  78 

Total  ■ 

— 38, 

—  Pints  663 

In  looking  over  this  account  it 
appears,  that  108  pints  was  the 
greated  quantity  ever  taken  away  at 
any  one  time ;  that  Hie  was  never 
tapped  more  than  five  times  in  any 
one  year ;  and  the  larged  quantity 
in  a  year  was  495  pints.  The  mod 
collefted  in  the  fhorted  fpace  of  time 
was  95  pints  in  (even  weeks,  from 
July  24th  to  September  10th  in 
1780,  which  is  very  nearly  two  pints 
a  day.  It  appears  alfo,  that  in  the 
lad  14  years  of  her  life,  when  a  re¬ 
gular  account  was  kept,  die  increafed 
fader  in  the  winter  than  in  the  dim¬ 
mer  months.  If  the  fix  dimmer 
months  from  April  to  September 
inclufive  are  reckoned,  die  lod  in 
the  14  years  in  23  operations  1972 
pints,  and  in  the  winter  months  from 
October  to  March  inclufive,  by  30 
tappings,  2596  pints;  and  it  will  be 
found,  that  30  is  to  2596  rather  more 
than  23  to  1972,  fo  that  feven  more 
tappings  w'ere  at  lead  neceftary  in 
the  winter  than  in  the  dimmer.  In 
the  months  of  March  and  November 
fhe  oftencr  underwent  the  operation 
than  in  any  other.  In  thefe  calcu¬ 
lations  the  three  months  in  178  3  are 
not  included,  as  the  year  was  not 
finished.  _  »  '  -  -  * 

*  -  / 
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If  we  compare  the  famous  cafe  of 
Lady  Page,  related  by  Dr.  Mead, 
the  quantity  of  water  taken  from  her 
ladydiip  appears  fimall  when  oppofed 
to  the  number  of  pints  drawn  from 
Sarah  Kippus.  The  one  lod 
1920,  the  other  6631.  It  mud  be 
confeded,  however,  that  Lady  Page 
collected  fader  than  the  poor  woman 
whofe  cafe  I  have  related. 

I  come  now  to  fpeak  of  the  dif- 
feftion,  and  to  make  fome  obferva- 
tions  on  the  whole.  On  the  10th  of 
Augud  1783,  the  poor  woman  died ; 
and  the  following  day  Dr.  Dack, 
an  eminent  phyfician  of  this  place, 
accompanied  me  to  open  the  body. 

I  fird  drew  off  78  pints  of  clear 
water:  fuppofing,  therefore,  all  the 
water  to  have  been  taken  away  at  the 
lad  operation,  then  in  three  weeks 
fhe  had  collected  78  pints,  which  is 
more  than  three  pints  and  a  half  in 
each  day :  a  quantity  far  exceeding 
what  fhe  had  taken.  I  then  opened 
into  the  cavity  from  which  the  water 
came,  and  feparated  the  fac  from  the 
peritoneum,  and  found  the  fac  had 
arifen  in  the  ovarium  of  the  left  fide. 
After  this,  I  dideded  out  the  uterus, 
with  the  right  ovarium  in  a  natural 
date,  and  thus  obtained  every  part 
necedary  to  (how  the  difeafe,  ‘viz. 
the  uterus,  the  right  ovarium  found, 
and  the  left  enlarged  into  an  im- 
menfe  pouch.  The  cyd  itfelf  was 
not  very  thick,  but  lined  in  aimed 
every  part  of  it,  but  more  efpecially 
in  the  fore  part,  with  fmall  offifica- 
cations.  The  peritoneum  was  pro- 
digioujly  thickened,  and  thus,  by  its 
additional  drength,  became  the  chief 
fupport  of  the  water.  There  was 
fomething  lingular  in  the  fac  itfelf; 
for  it  was  rather  two  than  one,  from 
there  being  an  opening  in  the  fide  of 
what  appeared  at  fird  the  only  cavity, 
which  led  to  another  cavity,  alrr.od 
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equally  large  with  the  fird,  fo  that 
if  all  the  water  in  any  operation  had 
.not  been  evacuated,  it  mud  probably 
have  been  owing  to  a  difficulty  in  its 
paffage  from  the  fecond  into  the  fird 
or  more  external  cyd.  From  the 
lize,  however,  of  the  poor  woman 
after  each  operation,  it  is  evident, 
that  in  her  there  being  two  facs  did 
not  prevent  the  total  drawing  off  of 
the  water.  The  other  vifeera  ap¬ 
peared  all  in  a  natural  date.  The 
intedines  were  quite  empty,  and 
pufhed  up  under  the  ribs,  fo  as  to 
have  left  but  very  little  room  for  the 
sptpanfion  of  the  lungs  within  the 
thorax.  The  bladder  was  contracted, 
or  rather  I  ffiould  fay  appeared  ief- 
lened.  The  kidneys  were  healthy, 
and  both  ureters  in  a  natural  date. 
The  fac  is  in  the  collection  of  John 
Hunter,  efq. 

In  refle&iog  upon  this  cafe,  an 
obvious  quedion  arifes ;  from  whence 
proceeded  this  immenfe  collection  of 
water  ?  At  different  periods  of  this 
poor  woman’s  life  the  quantity  drawn 
off,  without  confidering  the  urine  die 
made,  was  much  greater  than  the 
fluids  die  drank,  which  appeared 
from  meafuriag  whatever  die  took. 
It  appears  then  pretty  certain,  that 
this  fuperabundant  quantity  mud 
have  been  taken  into  the  body  by 
abforption ;  and  if  we  allow  the  bo¬ 
dies  of  animals  to  have  this  power 
of  abforbing,  which  we  very  well 
know  vegetables  are  poffeffed  of,  it 
will  account  for  many  appearances 
in  the  animal  ceconomy.  This  poor 
woman  collected  fader  in  the  wet 
moid  months  of  winter,  than  in 
fummer. 

From  all  this,  a  happy  concluflon 
may  be  drawn,  that  although  human 
art  is  at  prefent  infufficient  to  the 
perfeCt  cure  of  difeafes  flmilar  to  the 
poor  woman’s  cafe  I  have  related. 


yet  nature  is  continually  defending; 
herfelf  from  hidden  death ;  and  fuch 
relief  may  be  granted  as  to  protraCfc 
life  a  long  time  without  much  pain, 
and  often  with  intervals  of  great  eafe 
and  comfort. 


An  Account  of  the  f erf  t hue  Quality  of 
the  Tree  Averrhoa  Carambola.  In 
a  Letter  from  Robert  Bruce,  M.D. 
to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart .  F.RB. 
Ft  ■om  VoL  lxxv.  of  the  Fhilofo - 
phical  Tranfahlions . 

^  E  Averrhoa  Carambola  of 
Linn/eus,  a  tree  called  in 
Bengal  the  Camruc  or  Cainrunga, 
is  poffeffed  of  a  power  fomewhat  fl¬ 
milar  to  thofe  fpecies  of  Mimofa 
which  are  termed  fenfitive  plants ; 
its  leaves,  on  being  touched,  move 
very  perceptibly. 

In  the  Mimofa  the  moving  faculty 
extends  to  the  branches ;  but,  from 
the  hardnefs  of  the  wood,  this  cannot 
be  expefted  in  the  Camrunga.  The 
leaves  are  alternately  pinnated,  with 
an  odd  one;  and  in  their  mod  com¬ 
mon  podtion  in  the  day-time  are  ho¬ 
rizontal,  or  on  the  fame  plane  with  the 
branch  from  which  they  come  out. 
On  being  touched,  they  move  them- 
felves  downwards,  frequently  in  fo 
great  a  degree  that  the  two  oppodte 
almod  touch  one  another  by  their  un¬ 
der  fides,  and  the  young  ones  fome- 
times  'either  come  into  contaCt  or 
even  pals  each  other. 

The  whole  of  the  leaves  of  one 
pinna  move  by  drilling  the  branch 
with  the  nail  of  the  Anger,  or  other 
hard  fubdance  ;  or  each  leaf  can  be 
moved  fmgly,  by  making  an  im« 
predion  that  fhall  not  extend  beyond 
that  leaf.  In  this  way,  the  leaves 
gf  one  fide  of  the  pinna  may  be 
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inade  to  move,  one  after  another, 
whilft  the  oppofite  continue  as  they 
were  ;  or  you  may  make  them  move 
alternately,  or,  in  fliort,  in  any  or¬ 
der  you  pleafe,  by  touching  in  a 
proper  manner  the  leaf  you  vvifh  to 
put  in  motion.  But  if  the  impref- 
fion,  although  made  on  a  fingle  leaf, 
be  ftrong,  all  the  leaves  on  that  pin¬ 
na,  and  fometimes  on  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  ones,  will  be  aire&ed  by  it. 

What  at  firft  feemed  furprifing 
was,  that  notwithftanding  this  ap¬ 
parent  fenfibility  of  the  leaf,  !  could 
with  a  pair  of  fharp  fcilfars  make 
large  incifions  in  it,  without  occa- 
fioning  the  fmalleft  motion;  nay, 
even  cut  it  almoft  entirely  off,  and 
the  remaining  part  fhill  continue  un¬ 
moved  ;  and  that  then,  by  touching 
the  wounded  leaf  with  the  finger  or 
point  of  the  feiffars,  motion  would 
take  place  as  if  no  injury  had  been 
offered.  But,  on  further  examina¬ 
tion,  I  found,  that  although  the 
leaf  was  the  oflenfible  part  which 
moved,  it  was  in  faff  entirely  paf- 
iive,  and  that  the  petiolus  was  the 
feat  both  .of  fenfe  and  aftion :  for  al¬ 
though  the  leaf  might  be  cut  in  pie¬ 
ces,  or  fqueezed  with  great  force, 
provided  its  direction  was  not  chan¬ 
ged,  without  any  motion  being  occa- 
iioned;  yet,  if  the  imprefilicn  on 
the  leaf  was  made  in  fuch  a  way  as 
to  affect  the  petiolus,  the  motion 
took  place.  When,  therefore,  I 
wanted  to  confine  the  motion  to  a 
ungle  leaf,  I  either  touched  it  fo  as 
only  to  affect  its  own  petiolus,  or, 
without  meddling  with  the  leaf, 
touched  the  petiolus  with  any  fmall- 
pointed  body,  as  a  pin  or  knife. 

By  compreffing  the  univerfal  pe¬ 
tiolus  near  the  place  where  a  partial 
one  comes  out,  the  leaf  moves  in  a 
few  feconds,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Yol.  XXVJI, 
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if  you  had  touched  the  partial  pe¬ 
tiolus. 

Whether  the  impreftion  be  made 
by  punfture,  percuffion,  or  com- 
preffion,  the  motion  does  not  in- 
ftantly  follow ;  generally  feveral  fe- 
conds  intervene,  and  then  it  is  not 
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by  a  j  irk ,  but  regular  and  gradual. 
Afterwards, when  the  leaves  return  to 
their  former  fituation,  which  is  com¬ 
monly  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  lefs, 
it  is  in  fo  flow  a  manner  as  to  be  al¬ 
moft  imperceptible. 

On  flicking  a  pin  into  the  univer¬ 
fal  petiolus  at  its  origin,  the  leaf 
next  it,  which  is  always  on  the 
outer  fide,  moves  firft;  then  the  firft 
leaf  on  the  oppofite  fide,  next  the 
fecond  leaf  on  the  cuter,  and  fo  on. 
But  this  regular  progreffion  feldom 
continues  throughout ;  for  the  leaves 
on  the  outer  fide  of  the  pinna  feem 
to  be  affedted  both  more  quickly, 
and  with  more  energy,  than  thole 
of  the  inner,  fo  that  the  fourth  leaf 
on  the  outer  fide  frequently  moves 
as  foon  as  the  third  on  the  inner ; 
and  fometimes  a  leaf,  especially  on 
the  inner  fide,  does  not  move  at 
all,  whilft  thofe  above  and  below  it 
are  affedled  in  their  proper  time* 
Sometimes  the  leaves  at  the  extre-* 
mity  of  the  petiolus  move  fooner 
than  feveral  others  which  were  near¬ 
er  the  place  where  the  pin  was  put 
in. 

On  making  a  compreffion  with  a 
pair  of  pincers  on  the  u;niverfal  pe¬ 
tiolus,  between  any  two  pair  of 
leaves,  thofe  above  the  comprefted 
part,  or  nearer  the  extremity  of  the 
petiolus,  move  fooner  than  thofe 
under  it,  or  nearer  the  origin  ;  and 
frequently  the  motion  will  extend 
upwards  to  the  extreme  leaf,  whilft 
below  it  perhaps  does  not  go  farther 
than  the  neareft  pair. 
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If  the  leaves  happen  to  be  blown 
by  the  wind  againft  one  another,  or 
againft  the  branches,  they  are  fre¬ 
quently  put  in  motion ;  but  when  a 
branch  is  moved  gently,  either  by 
the  hand  or  the  wind,  without  link¬ 
ing  again  ft  any  thing,  no  motion  of 
the  leaves  takes  place. 

When  left  to  themfelves  in  the 
day-time,  lhaded  from  the  fun, 
wind,  rain,  or  any  difturbing  caufe, 
the  appearance  of  the  leaves  is  diffe¬ 
rent  from  that  of  other  pinnated 
plants.  In  the  laft  a  great  uniformi¬ 
ty  fubfifts  in  the  refpeflive  pofition 
of  the  leaves  on  the  pinna ;  but  here 
feme  will  be  feen  on  the  horizontal 
plane,  feme  railed  above  it,  apd 
others  fallen  under  ip;  and  in  an 
hour  or  fc,  without  any  order  or  re¬ 
gularity,  which  I  could  obferve,  all 
thefe  will  have  changed  their  refpec- 
tive  positions.  I  have  feen  a  leaf, 
which  was  high  up,  fall  down ;  this 
It  did  as  quickly  as  if  a  ftrpng  im- 
preflion  had  been  made  on  it,  but 
there  was  no  caufe  to  be  perceived. 

Cutting  the  bark  of  the  branch 
down  to  the  wood,  and  even  feparat- 
ing  it  about  the  fpace  of  half  an  inch 
all  round,  fc  as  to  ftop  all  commu¬ 
nication  by  the  veffels'of  the  bark, 
does  not  for  the  firft  day  affect  the 
leaves,  either  in  their  pofition  or 
their  aptitude  for  motion. 

In  a  branch,  which  I  cut  through 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave  it  fuf- 
pended  only  by  a  little  of  the  bark 
no  thicker  than  a  thread,  the  leaves 
next  day  did  not  rife  fo  high  as  the 
others;  but  they  v/ere  green  and 
frefh,  and,  on  being  touched,  mov¬ 
ed,  but  in  a  much  Tefs  degree  than 
formerly. 

After  fun-fet  the  leaves  go  to  deep, 
firft  moving  down  fe  as  to  touch  one 
another  by  their  under  hides ;  they 
therefore  perform  rather  more  ex- 


tenfive  motion  at  night  of  themfelves 
than  they  can  be  made  to  do  in  the 
day-time  by  external  impreftions. 
With  a  convex  lens  I  have  colledled 
the  rays  of  the  fun  on  a  leaf,  fo  as 
to  burn  a  hole  in  it,  without  occafi- 
oning  any  motion.  But  when  the 
experiment  is  tried  on  the  petiolus, 
the  motion  is  as  quick  as  if  from 
ftrong  percuftion,  although  the  rays 
were  not  fo  much  concentrated  as  to 
caufe  pain  when  applied  in  the  fame 
degree  on  the  back  of  the  hand ,  nor 
had  the  texture  of  the  petiolus  been 
any  ways  changed  by  this ;  for  next 
day  it  could  not  be  diftinguifhed,  ei¬ 
ther  by  its  appearance  or  moving 
power,  from  thofe  on  which  no  ex¬ 
periment  had  been  made. 

The  leaves  move  very  faft  from 
the  eledlrical  fhcck,  even  although  a 
very  gentle  one ;  but  the  ftate  of  the 
atmofpliere  was  fe  unfavourable  for 
experiments  of  this  kind,  that  I 
could  not  purfue  them  fo  far  as  I 
wifhed. 

There  are  two  other  plants  men¬ 
tioned  as  fpecies  of  this  genus  by 
Linnseus.  The  firft,  the  Averrhoa 
Bilimbi,  I  have  not  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  feeing.  The  other,  or 
Averrhoa  Adda,  does  not  feem  to 
belong  to  the  fame  clafs;  nor  do  its 
leaves  poffefsany  of  the  moving  pro¬ 
perties  of  the  Caramboia.  Lin- 
nams’s  generic  defcription  of  the 
Averrhoa,  as  of  many  other  plants 
in  this  country  which  he  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  frefh,  is  not  al¬ 
together  accurate.  The  petals  are 
conne&ed  by  the  lower  part  of  the 
lamina,  and  in  this  way  they  fall  off 
whilft  the  ungues  are  quite  diftind. 
The  llamina  are  in  five  pairs,  placed 
in  the  angles  of  the  germen.  Of 
each  pair  only  one  ftamen  is  fertile, 
or  furnifhed  with  an  anthera.  The 
fjaments  are  curved,  adapted  to  the 
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/tape  of  the  germen.  They  may 
be  pretted  down  gently.  To  as  to  re¬ 
main  ;  and  then,  when  moved  a  lit¬ 
tle  upwards,  rile  with  a  i'pring. 
The  fertile  are  twice  the  length  of 
thofe  deftitute  of  antherse. 

Calcutta,  Nov.  23,  1783. 


Account  of  the  celebrated  Salt  Mines 
of  Wielitfka  in  Poland  ;  from 
Travels  into  Poland,  Ruflia,  Swe¬ 
den,  and  Denmark,  by  W.  C'oxe, 
A.  M.  F.  R.  S. 

C  i  EFORE  we  quitted  this  part 
X3  of  Poland,  vye  vifited  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  falt-mines  of  Wielitfka, 
which  are  fituated  within  eight  miles 
of  Cracow.  Thefe  mines  are  exca¬ 
vated  in  a  ridge  of  hills  at  the 
Northern  extremity  of  the  chain 
which  joins  to  the  Carpathian  moun¬ 
tains  :  they  take  their  appellation 
from  the  fmall  village  of  Wielitfka  ; 
but  are  fometimes  called  in  foreign 
Countries  the  mines  of  Cracow, 
from  their  vicinity  to  that  city. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Wielitfka,  we 
repaired  to  the  mouth  of  the  mine  *. 
Having  fattened  three  feparate  ham- 
mocks  in  a  circle  round  the  great 
rope  that  is  employed  in  drawing 
up  the  fait,  we  feated  ourfelves  in  a 
commodious  manner,  and  were  let 
down  gently  without  the  leaf!  ap- 
prehenfion  of  danger,  about  160 
yards  below  the  fir  ft  layer  of  fait. 
Quitting  our  hammocks,  we  patted 
a  long  and  gradual  defcent,  fome¬ 
times  through  broad pafiages  or  gal¬ 
leries  capable  of  admitting  feveral 
carriages  abreaft  ;  fometimes  down 
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ileps  cut  in  the  folid  fait,  which  had 
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the  grandeur  and  commodioufnefs  of 
the  Hair-cafe  in  a  palace.  Wre  each 
of  us  carried  a  light,  and  feveral 
guides  preceded  us  with  lamps  in 
their  hands  :  the  reflection  of  thefe 
lights  upon  the  glittering  iides  of 
the  mine  was  extremely  beautiful, 
but  did  not  caft  that  luminous  fplen- 
dour,  which  feme  writers  have  com¬ 
pared  to  the  luftre  of  precious  ftones. 

The  fait  dug  from  this  mine  is 
called  Ziebna  or  Green  Salt,  for 
what  reafon  I  cannot  determine ; 
for  its  colour  is  an  iron  grey ;  when 
pounded  it  has  a  dirty  afti  colour 
like  what  we  call  brown  fait.  The 
quality  improves  in  proportion  to 
the  depth  of  the  mine  :  towards  the 
fldes  and  furface  it  is  mixed  with 
earthy  or  ftony  particles  ;  lower 
down  it  is  faid  to  be  perfectly  pure, 
and  requires  no  other  procefs  be¬ 
fore  it  is  ufed  than  to  be  pounded. 
The  fin  eft  of  this  grey  fait,  however* 
is  of  a  weak  quality  when  compared 
with  our  common  fea-falt *  it  is 
therefore  undoubtedly  by  no  means 
perfectly  pure,  but  is  blended  with 
extraneous  mixtures,  though  it  ferves 
very  well  for  common  purpefes. 
Being  almoft  as  hard  as  ftone,  the 
miners  hew  it  with  pick-axes  and 
hatchets,  by  a  tedious  operation, 
into  large  blocks,  many  of  which 
weigh  fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds. 
Thefe  large  mattes  are  raifed  by  a 
windlas,  but  the  fmaller  pieces  are 
carried  up  by  horfes  along  a  wind¬ 
ing  gallery,  which  reaches  to  the 
furface  of  the  earth. 

Befide  grey  fait,  the  miners  fome¬ 
times  difeover  fmall  cubes  of  white 
ftilt,  as  tranfparent  as  chryftal,  but 
not  in  any  confiderable  quantity"! 
they  find  likewife  occasionally  pieces 


*  There  are  two  other  openings,  down  one  of  which  the  miners  defeend  by 
Hairs,  down  the  other  by  ladders. 
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of  coal  and  petrified  wood  buried  in 
the  fait. 

The  mine  appears  to  be  inex- 
haudible,  as  will  eafily  be  conceived 
from  the  following  account  of  its 
dimenfions.  Its  known  breadth  is 
1 1 15  feet  1  its  length  6691  feet  ; 
and  depth  743  ;  and  the  bell  judges 
on  the  fpot  fuppofe,  with  the  greateft 
appearance  of  probability,  this  folid 
body  of  fait  to  branch  into  various 
diredlions,  the  extent  of  which  can¬ 
not  be  known  :  of  that  part  which 
has  been  perforated,  the  depth  is 
only  calculated  as  far  as  they  have 
hitherto  dug  ;  and  who  can  afcertain 
how  much  farther  it  may  delcend  ? 

Our  guide  did  not  omit  pointing 
out  to  us,  what  he  coniidered  as  one 
of  the  mod  remarkable  curiofities  of 
the  place,  feveral  fmall  chapels  ex¬ 
cavated  in  the  fait,  ip.  which  mafs  is 
faid  on  certain  days  of  the  year ; 
one  ofthefe  chapels  is  above  30  feet 
long'  and.  25  broad  ;  the  altar,  the 
crucifix,  the  ornaments  of  the  church, 
the  ilatues  of  feveral  faints,  are  all 
carved  out  of  the  fait. 

Many  of  the  excavations  or  cham¬ 
bers,  from  whence  the  fait  has  been 
dug,  are  of  an  immenfe  fize  ;  feme 
are  fupported  with  timber,  others  by 
vad  pillars  of  fait,  which  are  left 
Handing  for  that  pnrpofe  :  feveral 
of  vail  dimenfions  are  without  any 
fupport  in  the  middle.  I  remarked 
one  of  this  latter  fort  in  particular, 
which  was  certainly  So  feet  in  height, 
and  fo  extremely  long  and  broad,  as 
almoft  to  appear  amid  the  fuhterra- 
neons  gloom  without  limits.  The 
yoofs  ofthefe  vaults  are  not  arched, 
but  hat.  The  immenle  fize  of  thefe 
chambers,  with  the  fpacioua  paffages 


or  galleries,  together  with  the  cha¬ 
pels  above-mentioned,  and  a  few 
Iheds  built  for  the  horfes  which  are 
foddered  below,  probably  gave  rife 
to  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  fome 
travellers,  that  thefe  mines  contain 
feveral  villages  inhabited  by  colo¬ 
nies  of  miners,  who  never  fee  the 
light.  It  is  certain  that  there  ie 
room  fufficient  for  fuch  purpofes  ; 
but  the  fadt  is,  that  the  miners  have 
no  dwellings  under  ground,  none  of 
them  remaining  below  more  than 
eight  hours  at  a  time,  when  they  are 
relieved  by  others  from  above.  In 
truth,  thefe  mines  are  of  a  moll  du- 
pendous  extent  and  depth,  and  are 
fufficient!  y  wonderful  without  the 
lead  exaggeration.  We  found  them 
as  dry  as  a  room,  without  the  leak 
damp  or  moifture  ;  obferving  only 
in  pur  whole  progrefs  one  fmall 
fpring  of  water,  which  is  impregnat¬ 
ed  with  fait,  as  it  runs  through  the 
mine. 

Such  an  enormous  mafs  of  fait 
exhibits  a  wonderful  phenomenon 
in  the  natural  hiuory  of  this  globe. 
Monfieur  Guetard,who  vifited  thefe 
mines  with  great  attention,  and  who 
has  published  a  treatife  upon  the 
fubjedt,  informs  us,  that  the  upper- 
mod  bed  of  earth  at  the  furface  im¬ 
mediately  over  the  mines  is  fand, 
the  fecond  clay  occasionally  mixed 
with  fand  and  gravel,  and  contain¬ 
ing  petrefadtions  of  marine  bodies, 
the  third  calcarious  done.  From 
all  thefe  circum dances  he  conjee* 
tures  that  this  fpot  was  formerly  co¬ 
vered  by  the  fea,  and  that  the  fait  is 
a  gradual  depofit  formed  by  the  eva* 
poration  of  its  waters 


*  See  Memoirs  fur  les  Mines  de  Sel  de  Wielitlka  in  Hid*  de  l’Acad,  des  Sew 
ences  for  1762. 


Account 


HISTORY. 


NATURAL 


Account  of  the  Plica  Polonica  ;  from 
the  fame  Work. 

CC  A  C;  :ording  to  the  obferva- 
tions  or  Or.  Vicat,  an  inge¬ 
nious  Swifs  phyfician  long  refident 
in  Poland,  and  who  has  publifhed  a 
fat  is  factory  treatife  *  upon  this  fub- 
jeeff  ;  the  Plica  Polonica  is  fuppofed 
to  proceed  from  an  acrid  vifeous  hu¬ 
mour  penetrating  into  the  hair, 
which  is  tubular  f  :  it  then  exudes 
either  from  its  Tides  or  extremities, 
and  clots  the  whole  together,  either 
in  feparate  folds,  or  in  one  undiffin- 
guifhed  mat's.  Its  fymptoms,  more 
or  lefs  violent,  according  to  the 
conffituticn  of  the  patient,  or  ma¬ 
lignity  of  the  difeafe,  are  itchings, 
fwellings,  eruptions,  ulcers,  inter¬ 
mitting  fevers,  pains  in  the  head, 
languor,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  rheu- 
matifm,  gout,  and  fometimes  even 
convulfions,  pally,  and  madnefs. 
Thefe  fymptoms  gradually  decreafe 
as  the  hair  becomes  affected.  If  the 
patient  is  fhaved  in  the  head,  he 
relapfes  into  all  the  dreadful  com¬ 
plaints  which  preceded  the  eruption 
of  the  Plica  ;  and  he  continues  to 
labour  under  them,  until  a  frefh 
growth  of  hair  abforbs  the  acrid  hm- 
mour.  This  dilbrder  is  thought  he¬ 
reditary  ;  and  is  proved  to  be  con¬ 
tagious  when  in  a  virulent  Hate. 

Many  phyfical  caufes  have  been 
fuppofed  to  concur  in  rendering  the 
Plica  more  frequent  in  thefe  regions 
than  in  other  parts  :  it  would  be  an 
endlefs  work  to  enumerate  the  va¬ 
rious  conjectures  with  which  each 
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perfon  has  fupported  his  favourite 
hypothecs  :  the  moft  probable  are 
thofe  affigned  by  Dr.  Vicat.  The 
firff  caufe  is  the  nature  of  the  Polilli 
air,  which  is  rendered  infalubrious 
by  numerous  woods  and  moraffes  ; 
and  occafionally  derives  an  uncom* 
mon  keennefs  even  in  the  midi!  of 
fummer  from  the  pofition  of  the  Car¬ 
pathian  mountains  ;  for  the  foutherii 
and  fouth-eafferly  winds,  which  ufu- 
ally  convey  warmth  in  other  regions, 
are  in  this  chilled  in  their  paffage 
over  their  fnowy  fummits.  The  fe- 
cond  is  unwholefome  water  ;  for 
although  Poland  is  not  deficient  in 
good  fprings,  yet  the  common  peo¬ 
ple  urnally  drink  that  which,  is  near- 
eft  at  hand,  taken  indiferiminately 
from  rivers,  lakes,  and  even  Hag- 
nant  pools.  The  third  caufe  is  the 
grofs  inattention  of  the  natives  to 
cleanlinefs  ;  for  experience  (hews, 
that  thofe  who  are  not  negligent  in 
their  perfons  and  habitations,  are 
lefs  liable  to  be  afftifted  with  the 
plica,  than  others  who  are  deficient 
in  that  particular.  Thus  perfons  of 
higher  rank  are  lefs  fubjedl  to  this 
diforder  than  thofe  of  inferior  na¬ 
tions  :  the  inhabitants  of  largs 
towns  than  thofe  of  fmall  villages ; 
the  free  peafants  than  thofe  in  an 
abfolute  Hate  of  vaffalage  ;  the  na¬ 
tives  of  Poland  Proper  than  thofe  of 
Lithuania,  Whatever  we  may  de¬ 
termine  as  to  the  poffibility  that  all, 
or  any  of  thefe  caufes,  by  themfelves, 
or  in  conjunction  with  others,  origi¬ 
nally  produced  the  diforder  ;  we 
may  venture  to  affert,  that  they  all, 
and  particularly  the  laff,  affiff  its 


*  Memoire  fur  la  Plique Polonoife. 

•f  The  dilatation  of  the  hair  is  fometimes  fo  confiderable  as  to  admit  fmall  glo¬ 
bules  of  blood  ;  this  circum fiance,  which  however  very  rarely  happens,  has  pro¬ 
bably  given  rife  to  the  notion,  that  the  patient,  if  his  hair  is  cut  off,  bleeds  to 
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propagation,  inflame  its  fymptoms, 
and  pro tr aft  its  cure. 

In  a  word,  the  Plica  Polonica  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  contagious  diftemper  ; 
which,  like  the  leprofy,  ftill  pre¬ 
vails  among  a  people  ignorant  in 
medicine,  and  inattentive  to  check 
its  progrefs ;  but  is  rarely  known  in 
thofe  countries,  where  proper  pre¬ 
cautions  are  taken  to  prevent  its 
fpreading.” 

. . .  . .  i'  . . v  ■  '  ■ 

Defer iption  of  and  Obfervations  upon, 
the  Cock-Chaffer,  both  in  its  Grub 
and  Beetle  State :  From  Letters  and 
Papers  on  Agriculture ,  life,  ad- 
dr  effed  to  the  Bath  Society ;  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Society. 

AS  there  are  few  infects  more 
.  prejudical  to  the  farmer  than 
that  generally  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Cock-Chaffer,  I  beg  leave  to 
make  a  few  obfervations  thereon. 

In  different  parts  of  this  kingdom 
thefe  inieffs  are  called  by  different 
names,  fuch  as,_  the  Chaffer ,  the 
Cock-Chaffer ,  the  Jeffry -Cock ,  the 
May-bug ,  and  (in  Norfolk)  the  Dor . 

In  what  clafs  Linnaeus  ranks  them, 
I  do  not  remember ;  but  they  feem 
to  be  the  Scar  abacus  arbor eus  vulva- 
ris  major ,  of  Ray. 

When  full  grown  in  their  grub- 
ffate,  they  are  near  an  inch  and  a 
half  long,  and  as  big  as  a  child’s 
little  finger.  Their  heads  are  red, 
their  bodies  foft,  white,  and  fhining, 
with  a  few  hairs  on  the  back.  They 
have  three  hairy  legs  on  each  fide, 
all  placed  near  the  head,  in  which 
are  two  forceps  or  jaws,  like  the 
hornet ;  with  thefe  they  cut  afunder 
the  roots  of  grafs,  corn.  See.  and 
frequently  deflroy  whole  fields  in  a 
fhort  time.  In  this  eruca  or  grub- 
date,  they  continue  three  and  fome- 
times  four  years. 


In  their  beetle-date  they  have  two 
,  pair  of  wings ;  the  one  filmy,  and 
the  other  fealy.  The  interior  pair 
are  folded  up  in  a  curious  manner* 
and  remain  hid,  unlefs  when  ex¬ 
panded  for  flight.  The  elytra ,  or 
cafe-wings,  are  of  a  reddifh  brown 
colour,  and  fprinkled  over  with  a 
fine  white  powder,  like  the  auricula. 
The  legs  and  tail  (which  is  pointed) 
are  whitifh.  The  body  is  brown, 
except  at  each  joint  on  the  fides  of 
the  belly,  which  is  indented  with 
white.  The  circles  round  the  eyes 
are  yellowifh ;  the  antena  fhort,  and 
terminated  by  fine  lamellated  fpread- 
ing  tufts,  which  the  creature  expands 
more  or  leis  as  it  is  brifk  and  lively 
or  otherwise. 

The  firfl  account  I  find  of thefe  de- 
ftru£tive  infefts,  is  given  by  Mouffett, 
who  tells  us,  that  in  the'  year  1574, 
fuch  a  multitude  of  them  fell  into  the 
Severn,  that  they  clogged,  and  even 
flopped, the  wheels  of  the  water-mills. 

There  is  alfo  an  account  in  the 
Tranfa<ffions  of  the  Dublin  Society, 
that  the  country  people  differed  io 
much  in  one  county,  by  the  devalua¬ 
tion  thefe  infe&s  made,  that  they 
fet  fire  to  a  wood  feveral  miles  in 
length,  to  prevent  their  further  pro¬ 
gress. 

In  the  day-time  they  feldom  fiy 
about,  but  conceal  themfelves  be¬ 
neath  the  leaves  of  oak*  fycamore, 
maple,  hazel,  lime,  and  feme  other 
trees,  which  they  loon  eat  to  a 
fkeleton  ;  but  about  fun- fet  they  are 
all  on  the  wing,  and  fly  about  the 
trees  and  hedges  as  thick  as  a  fwarm 
of  bees. 

While  in  their  grub-fiate,  they 
entirely  deflroy  all  the  grafs,  corn, 
or  turneps,  where  they  harbour. 

I  have  feen  fine  meadows,  which 
in  May  and  June  have  been  all 
withered,  and  as  brown  as  thatch. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  grubs  generally  lie  near 
two  inches  below  the  furface,  and 
eat  tht  roots  of  the  grafs  fo  regular¬ 
ly,  that  I  have  rolled  up  many  yards 
of  the  withered  turf  as  eafy  as 
though  it  had  been  cut  for  a  garden. 

When  they  attack  turneps,  they 
eat  only  the  middle  of  the  fmall 
root;  but  by  that  means,  kill  all 
they  bite  v/ithout  remedy. 

Neither  the  fevered  frods  in  our 
climate,  nor  even  keeping  them  in 
water,  will  kill  them.  I  have  kept 
fome  in  water  near  a  week ;  they  ap¬ 
peared  motionlefs ;  but  on  expofmg 
them  to  the  fun  and  air  a  few  hours, 
they  recovered,  and  were  as  lively 
as  ever :  Hence,  it  is  evident,  they 
can  live  without  air.  On  examining 
them  with  a  microfcope,  I  could  never 
difcover  any  organs  for  refpiration, 
or  perceive  any  pulfation. 

Hogs  will  root  up  the  land  for 
them,  and  at  fird  eat  them  greedily ; 
but  feldom  meddle  with  them  a  fe- 
condtime.  To  rooks  and  crows  they 
feem  to  be  a  high  regale.  When 
numerous,  they  are  not  dedroved 
without  great  difficulty;  the  bed 
method  is,  to  plow  up  the  land  in 
thin  furrows,  and  employ  children 
to  pick  them  up  in  bafkets ;  and  then 
drew  fait  and  quick-lime,  and  har¬ 
row  in. 
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About  thirty  years  dnce,  1  re¬ 
member  many  farmers’  crops  in 
Norfolk  were  almod  ruined  by  them 
in  their  grub-date ;  and  in  the  next 
feafon  when  they  took  wing,  the  trees 
and  hedge-rows  in  many  pai  idles 
were  dript  bare  of  their  leaves  as  in 
winter.  At  fird  the  people  ufed  to 
bruih  them  down  with  poles,  and  then 
fweep  them  up  and  burn  them.  One 
farmer  made  oath,  that  he  gathered 
eighty  bufhels;  but  their  number 
feemed  not  much  leffened,  except 
jud  in  his  own  fields. 

Their  mode  of  coupling  is  fingular ; 
and  the  time  of  their  continuance  in 
that  a<d,  fometimes  two  or  three  days. 

I  have  been  one  of  them  fly  in  that 
date,  with  the  other  hanging  pendant 
from  its  tail ;  and  am  in  fome  doubt 
whether  (like  fnails)  they  are  not 
hermaphrodites ,  as  there  feems  to  be 
mutual  infertion. 

They  depofit  their  egg s  in  the 
earth.  The  fird  year  the  grubs  are 
very  fmall,  and  do  little  mifchief ; 
the  fecond  year  they  are  increafed 
to  the  fize  of  a  gcofe-quill,  and  are 
very  injurious  to  the  herbage  ;  the  ' 
third  year  they  attain  full  fize,  and 
fly. 

I  am,  &c. 

E.  RAC  K. 
Bath,  March  26,  1780. 


Lift  of  the  Animals  found  in  Kamtfchatka ,  communicated  by  Mr.  Pennant  f  l 
From  Vol.  Ill .  of  Captain  Cook’s  laft  Voyage . 

Ci**  \  RGALI,wild fheep,Ar£l.  1  n  t*  c  n 

j\  Zool.  Yol.  I.  p.  12.  J  Cafra  ammon>  Lm‘  97* 


Ibex,  or  wild  goat 
**  Rein 
**  Wolf 


16.  Capra  ibex 
2  2 .  Cervus  tarandus 
38.  Canis  lupus 


90. 

93- 

58. 


•f  The  quadrupeds  and  birds  mentioned  in  this  part  of  the  voyage  are  marked 
in  this  lift  with  a  double  aderifk. 


J)4. 


*  Bog 
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Dog 

**  Arctic  fox  - 

40. 

43.  Cams  lagopus 

59, 

**  European  fox 

43.  Cants  -vulpes 

me 

59- 

a.  black  r-  46. 

b.  crofs  v  ib. 

**  Polar  bear,  in  the  Frozen  fea  )  TT  - 

,  >  Ur  us  arctos 

only  -  -  55.3  y 

69. 

**  Bear 

Wolverene 

57.  Urfus  arBos 

66.  Urfus  life  us 

w  ras 

71  • 

**  Common  weafel 

73.  Mufiela  nivalis 

•0 

69. 

**  Stoat,  or  ermine 

ibid.  Muftela  erminea 

68, 

**  Sable 

79.  Muftela  zibellina 

68. 

Common  otter 

86.  Muftela  lutra 

— 

66. 

**  Sea  otter  r 

88.  Muftela  lutrls 

«■*  rnm 

66, 

#*  Varying  hare 

Alpine  hare 

Earlefs  marmot  - 

94.  Lepus  timidus 

97. 

113.  Mus  citellus 

113. 

Bobak  marmot 

Water  rat 

"5* 

130.  Mus  arnphiblus 

82. 

Common  moufe 

I  3  I .  Mus  muj cuius 

ft*  m> 

83' 

Oeconomic  moufe 

Red  moufe  -  - 

13  4- 

136. 

Ichelag  moufe 

Fcetid  threw 

138. 

139.  Sorex  araneus 

A  « 

74. 

**  Walrus.  Icy  fea 

144.  V richechus  rofmarus 

- 

49. 

Common  feal  - 

I  5  I .  Phoca  <vitulina 

te  we 

56- 

Great  Teal 
Leporine  feal 
Harp  feal 
Rubbon  feal.  Kurile  ides  165. 
Urfine  feal  -  ibid. 

Leonine  feal  -  172. 

Whale -tailed  manati  -  177. 


159- 
1 6 1 . 
163. 


Phoca  urjina 


58. 


There  were  no  domelBc  animals  in  Kamtfcbatka?  till  they  were  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  Ruffians.  The  dogs,  which  feem  to  be  of  wolfifh  defcept, 
are  aboriginal. 

BIRD  Sr 

hand  Birds . 


Sea  eagle.  Vol.  II.  p.  194. 
**  Cinereous  eagle  -  214, 

*'*  White-headed  eagle  196. 

Crying  eagle  -  215. 

Ofprey  -  -  399. 


j Valeo  offifragus 
Vultur  albiulla 
Falco  leucoccphalus 

Falco  baliatus 


124. 
1 23. 

ibid. 

129. 

Peregrine 
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Peregrine  falcon  - 

202. 

(Latham,  I.  734.) 

Gofhawk 

204. 

Falco  palumbarius 

130. 

.11.  Eagle  owl  * 

228. 

Strix  bubo 

I3I* 

Snowy  owl 

233- 

Strix  nydiea 

132. 

311.  Raven 

246. 

Coraj  us  corax 

1 5  5- 

Magpye 

I47* 

Corns  us  pica 

157. 

Nutcracker 

252. 

Cornsus  caryocaiactes 

*57* 

IV.  Cuckoo 

2  66. 

Cuculus  canorus 

168. 

V.  Wryneck 

267. 

Jynx  torquilla 

172. 

VI.  Nuthatch 

281 . 

Sitta  Europea 

177. 

VII,  White  grous 

308. 

7  itrao  lagopus . 

274. 

Wood  grous 

312. 

Fetrao  urogcdliis 

273* 

VIII.  Water  ouzel 

332* 

Sturnus  c inclus 

IX.  Fieldfare 

34°  • 

F urdus  pilar  us 

201, 

Redwing  thrufh 

341  * 

T urdus  iliac  us 

292, 

Kamtl'chatkan 

343* 

(Latham,  III.  28.) 

X.  Greenfinch 

353* 

Loxia  elder  is 

304. 

XI.  Golden  bunting 

367- 

(Latham,  II.  201.) 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 


XVI. 


XVII. 

XVIII. 


XIX. 


net 

Dan  hy-catcher 
Sky  lark 
Wood  lark 
White  wagtail 
Y eliow  wagtail 
Tichutiki  wagtail 
Yellow  wren 
Redllart 
Longbilled 
Stapazina 
Awatlka 
Marfh  titmoufe 
Chimney  fwallow 
Martin 
Sand  martin 
European  goatfucker 


S  t  Jude  lid.  JlI)  11.  X  O  C  .  J 

379- 1  5  *  ' 

390.  (Latham,  II.  351.) 

394.  A.  Alauda  arnsevfis 
3  9  5 ,  B .  Alauda  arbor ea 
3  96 .  E .  Mot acilla  c.lba 

396. F.  Motacilla  fiama 

397.  H.  (Latham,  IV.  407.) 
413.  Motacilla  trocbilus 
416.  Motacilla  pbcenicurus 

420. 

421. 

422. 

427. 

429. 

43  °* 

43°« 

437* 


Motacilla  Jlapazina 

P arm  palujlris 
Mir  undo  rujlica 
Hirundo  urbica 
Hirundo  riparia 
Caprimulgus  Europeus 


Great  tern 
Kamti'chatkan 
Black-headed  gull 
Kittiwake  gull 


Water  Fowl . 

Clonsen-focted  Water  Fowl. 

No.  440.  Sterna  hirundo 
P.  525. A. 

No.  453.  Larus  ridibundus 
No,  456.  Larus  rijfa 


28  7„ 
287. 
331* 
331* 

33  8  ♦ 
335* 

33i* 

34*- 

343* 

344* 

344* 

346* 


225. 

224. 


4  The  birds  which  are  not  deferibed  by  Linnaeus,  are  referred  to  the  Hiftory 
&/  Birds,  now  pubjiifliing  by  Mi'.  Latham,  Siirgeon,  in  Dartfcrd,  Kent, 

Ivory 
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Ivory  gull 

No.  457. 

Ardtic  gull 

No.  459. 

Tarrock 

P.  5  3  3 .  D .  Larus  tridafiylus 

224. 

Red-legged 

P.  533.E. 

Fulmar  petrel 

No.  464.  Procellaria  glacialis 

Stormy  petrel 

No.  464.  Procellaria  pelagic  a 

212. 

Kurile  petrel 

P.  536. A. 

Blue  petrel  f.  Preface 

Goofander  merganfer  No.  4 65.  Mergus  merganfer 

208. 

Smew 

No.  468.  Mergus  albellus 

209. 

Whirling  fwan 

No.  469.  Anas  Cygnus  ferus 

194.  A. 

Great  goofe 

P.  570. 

Chinele  goofe  * 

P.  571.  Anas  cygnoides 

194.B* 

Snow  goofe 

No.  477. 

Brent  goofe 

No.  478.  Anas  bernicla 

1 98. 

Eider  duck 

No.  480.  Anas  mollifjima 

198. 

Black  duck 

No.  483.  Anas fpeStabilis 

195. 

Velvet  duck 

No.  481.  Anas fufca 

196. 

Shoveler 

No.  485.  Anas  clypeata 

200. 

Golden  eye 

No.  486.  Anas  clangula 

201. 

Harlequin 

No.  490.  Anas  hifirionica 

204. 

Mallard 

No.  494.  Anas  bofchas 

205. 

##  Weliern 

No.  497. 

Pintail 

No.  500.  Anas  acuta 

202. 

**  Long-tailed 

No.  501.  Anas  glacialis 

203. 

Morillon 

P.  57 3.F .  Anas  glaucion 

201. 

Shieldrake 

P.  57 2.D. Anas  tadorna 

195. 

T  ufted 

P .  5  7  3 .  G .  Anas  fuligula 

207, 

Falcated 

P.  574.I. 

Garpaney 

P.  57 6.0 .Anas  querquedula 

263. 

Teal 

P.  A* .  Anas  crecia 

204. 

Corvorant 

No.  509.  P  elec  anus  carats 

216. 

Violet  Corvorant 

P.  584. B. 

Red- faced  corvorant 

P.  584.C. 

Crane 

P .  45  3 .  A .  Ardea  grus  - 

334- 

Curlew 

P.  ySz.A.Scolopax  ar quota 

242. 

Whimbrel 

P.  46  2.  B.  S colop  ax  ph  as  opus 

243- 

Common  fandpiper 

No.  388.  Pringa  hypoleucos 

250. 

Gambet 

No.  394.  Pringa  gambetta  - 

248, 

Golden  plover 

No.  399.  Charadrius  pluajialis 

254. 

Pied  oyfter-catcher 

No.  H&matopus  ojlralegus 

257. 

With  pinnated  Feet. 

Plain  phalarope 

f  I  never  faw  this,  but  it  is  mentioned  by  Mr,  Ellis*  I  had  omitted  it  in  my 
200 logic  part. 
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With  webbed  Feet. 

Wandering  albatrofs 

No. 

423* 

Diomede  a  exulans 

214. 

Razor-bill  auk 

No. 

425. 

Ale  a  tor  da 

210. 

Puffin 

No. 

427- 

Ale  a  ar  Plica 

21  I. 

Antient 

No. 

430. 

Pygmy 

No. 

43 J* 

T  ufted 

No. 

432- 

Parroquet 

No. 

433* 

Creked 

No. 

434* 

Dufky 

No. 

345* 

Colymbus  troille 

Foolilh  guillemot 

No. 

436. 

220, 

Black  guillemot 

No. 

437* 

Golymbus  grylle  -* 

220. 

Marbled  guillemot 

No. 

438* 

• 

Imber  diver 

No. 

44°. 

Colymbus  immer  - 

222. 

Speckled  diver 

No. 

441. 

Red-throated  diver 

No. 

443  * 

Colymbus  feptentr  ion  alls 

-  220. 

A  particular  Account  cf  Peter  the 
Wild  Bey  ;  extraPied  from  the 
Parijh  Regifer  of  North  Church, 
in  the  County  of  Hertford. 

C  cTJETER  *  commonly  known  by 
X  the  name  of  Peter  the  Wild 
Boyx  lies  buried  in  this  church-yard, f 
oppofite  to  the  porch. — In  the  year 
1725  he  was  found  in  the  woods  near 
Hamelen,  a  fortified  town  in  the 
ele&orate  of  Hanover,  when  his 
Majeky  George  I.  with  his  at¬ 
tendants,  vcas  hunting  in  the  forek 
of  Hertfwold.  He  was  fuppofed  to 
be  then  about  1 2  years  of  age,  and 
had  fubfiked  in  thofe  woods  upon 
the  bark  of  trees,  leaves,  berries, 
&c.  for  fome  confiderable  length  of 
time.  How  long  he  had  continued 
in  that  wild  hate  is  altogether  un¬ 
certain  ;  but  that  he  had  formerly 
been  under  the  care  of  fome  perfon 
was  evident  from  the  remains  of  a 
fhirt  collar  about  his  neck  at  the 
time  when  he  was  found.  As  Ha¬ 


melen  was  a  town  where  criminals 
were  confined  to  work  upon  the  for¬ 
tifications,  it  was  then  conjectured 
at  Hanover,  that  Peter  might  be 
the  iifue  of  one  of  thofe  criminals, 
who  had  either  wandered  into  the 
woods,  and  could  not  find  his  way 
back  again,  or,  being  difcovered 
to  be  an  ideot,  was  inhumanly 
turned  out  by  his  parents,  and  left 
to  perilh,  or  fhift  for  himfelf.  In 
the  following  year,  1726,  he  was 
brought  over  to  England,  by  the 
order  of  Queen  Carolina,  then 
Princefs  of  Wales,  and  put  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  with 
proper  makers  to  attend  him.  But, 
notwithftanding  there  appeared  to 
be  no  natural  defect  in  his  organs 
of  fpeech,  after  all  the  pains  that 
had  been  taken  with  him  he  could 
never  be  brought  dikinCtly  to  arti¬ 
culate  a  fmgie  fyllable,  and  proved 
totally  incapable  of  receiving  any 
inkruCtion.  He  was  afterwards  in¬ 
truded  to  the  care  of  Mrs.  Titch- 


*  A  very  ffiort  account  of  this  remarkable  perfon  is  given  in  the  Annual  Re- 
gifter  for  the  year  1767  ;  but  the  one  here  inferted  we  are  happy  to  lay  before  out 
readers,  as  both  equally  full  and  authentic, 
f  Vizf  the  church-yard  of  North  Church, 
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bourn, 
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bourn,  one  of  the  Queen’s  bed¬ 
chamber  women,  with  a  handfome 
pension  annexed  to  the  charge. 
Mrs  Titchbourn  ufually  fpending  a 
few  weeks  every  dimmer  at  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  James  Fenn,  a  yeoman  far¬ 
mer,  at  Axter’s  End,  in  this  pa- 
rlhh,  Peter  was  left  to  the  care  of 
the  laid  Mr.  Fenn,  who  was  allow¬ 
ed  35 1.  a  year  for  his  fapport  and 
maintenance.  After  the  death  of 
James  Fenn  he  was  transferred  to 
the  care  of  his  brother,  Thomas 
Fenn,  at  another  farm-houfe  in  this 
parifli,  called  Broadway,  where  he 
lived  with  the  feveral  fiuccedive  te¬ 
nants  of  that  farm,  and  with  the  fame 
proviiion  allowed  by  government, 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  Feb.  22, 
5785,  when  he  was  fuppofed  to  be 
about  72  years  of  age. 

cc  Peter  was  well  made,  and  of 
the  middle  fize.  His  countenance 
hid  not  the  appearance  of  an  ideot, 
nor  was  there  any  thing  particular 
in  his  form,  except  that  two  of  the 
lingers  of  his  left  hand  were  united 
by  a  web  up  to  the  middle  joint. 
He  had  a  natural  ear  for  mude,  and 
was  fo  delighted  with  it,  that,  if 
he  heard  any  mull  cal  indrument 
played  upon,  he  would  immediately 
dance  and  caper  about  till  he  was 
almod  quite  exha  lifted  with  fatigue ; 
and  though  he  could  never  be 
taught  the  didincl  utterance  of  any 
word,  yet  he  could  eafily  learn  to 
hum  a  tune. — All  thole  idle  tales 
which  have  been  publilhed  to  the 
world  about  his  climbing  up  trees 
like  a  fquirrel,  running  upon  all  fours 
like  a  wild  bead,  8zc.  are  entirely 
without  foundation ;  for  he  was  fo 
exceedingly  timid  and  gentle  in  his 
nature,  that  he  would  fuffer  himfelf 
to  be  governed  by  a  child.  There 
have  been  alfo  many  falfe  dories 
propagated  of  his  incontinence  ; 
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but,  from  the  minuted  inquiries 
among  tliofe  who  condantly  lived 
with  him,  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  ever  difeovered  any  natural  pad 
don  for  women,  though  he  was  fub- 
ject  to  the  other  paffions  of  human, 
nature,  fuch  as  anger,  joy,  &c. 
Upon  the  approach  of  bad  weather 
he  always  appeared  fullen  and  im- 
eafy.  At  particular  feafons  of  the 
year,  he  (hewed  a  drange  fondnefs 
for  dealing  away  into  the  woods, 
where  he  would  feed  eagerly  upon 
leaves,  beech-mad,  acorns,  and 
the  green  bark  of  trees  ;  which 
proves  evidently  that  he  had  fub lift¬ 
ed  in  that  manner  for  a  condderable 
length  of  time  before  he  was  fird 
taken.  His  keeper  therefore  at 
fuch  feafons  generally  kept  a  dried 
eye  over  him,  and  fometimes  even 
confined  him,  becaufe,  if  he  ever 
rambled  to  any  didance  from  his 
home,  he  could  not  find  his  way 
back  again  ;  and  once  in  particular, 
having  gone  beyond  his  knowledge, 
he  wandered  as  far  as  Norfolk, 
where  he  was  taken  up,  and,  being 
carried  before  a  inagidrate,  was 
committed  to  the  houfe  of  correc¬ 
tion  in  Norwich,  and  pun  idled  as  a 
durdy  and  obdinate  vagrant,  who 
would  not  (for  indeed  he  could  not) 
give  any  account  of  himfelf:  but 
Mr.  Fenn  having  advertiied  him  in 
the  public  papers,  he  was  releafed 
from  his  confinement,  and  brought 

CJ 

back  to  his  u final  place  of  abode. 

Notwithstanding  the  extraor- 
dinarv  and  favage  date  in  which 
Peter  was  fird  found  greatly  excited 
the  attention  and  curiofity  of  the 
public;  yet,  after  all  that  has  been 
laid  of  him,  he  was  certainly  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  common  ideot 
without  the  appearance  of  one. 
But  as  men  of  iome  eminence  in  the 
literary  world  have  in  their  works 

published 
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publifbed  ftrange  opinions  and  ill- 
founded  conjectures  about  him, 
which  may  feem  to  damp  a  credit 
upon  what  they  have  advanced ; 
that  pofterity  may  not,  through 
their  authority,  be  hereafter  milled 
upon  the  fubjeCt,  this  fhort  and  true 
account  of  Peter  is  recorded  in  the 
parifh  regifter  by  one  who  ccn- 
itantly  refided  above  30  years  in 
his  neighbourhood,  and  had  daily 
opportunities  of  feeing  and  obierv- 
ing  him.’’ 

A  brafs  plate  is  fixed  up  in  the 
parifh  church  of  North-Church,  on 
the  top  of  which  is  a  fketch  of  the 
head  of  Peter,  drawn  from  a  very 
good  engraving  of  Bartolozzi,  and 
underneath  it  is  the  following  in¬ 
scription  : 


“  To  the  memory  of  Peter, 
knowm  by  the  name  of  the  Wild 
Boy ,  having  been  found  wild  in  the 
foreli  of  Hertfwold,  near  Hanover, 
in  the  year  1725.  He  then  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  about  12  years  old. 
In  the  following  year  he  was 
brought  to  England  by  the  order  of 
the  late  Queen  Carolina,  and  the 
ableft  mailers  were  provided  for 
him.  But,  proving  incapable  of 
fpeaking,  or  of  receiving  any  in- 
ilru&ion,  a  comfortable  provifion 
was  made  for  him  at  a  farm-houfe 
in  this  parifh,  where  he  continued 
to  the  end  of  his  inoffenfive  life. 
He  died  on  the  2 2d  day  of  February ? 
1785,  fuppofed  to  be  aged  72, 
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An  Account  of  an  Artificial  Spring  of 
WatCr,  made  by  Erafmus  Darwin, 
M.D,  F.  R.  S.  From  Vcl.  Ixxv. 
of  the  Philosophical  Tranfactions. 

To  the  Prefident  and  Fellows  of  the 
Royal  Society* 

Derby ,  July  16,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

('>(Oniident  that  every  atom  which 
js  may  contribute  to  increaie 
the  treafure  of  ufeful  knowledge, 
which  you  are  fo  fuccefsfully  en¬ 
deavouring  to  accumulate,  will  be 
agreeable  and  interefting  to  the 
Society,  I  fend  you  an  account 
of  an  Artificial  Spring  of  Water, 
which  I  produced  lall  fummer  near 
the  fide  of  the  river  Derwent  in 
Derby. 

Near  my  houfe  was  an  old  well, 
about  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
river,  and  about  four  yards  deep, 
which  had  been  many  years  di fifed 
on  account  of  the  badnefs  of  the  wa¬ 
ter,  which  I  found  to  contain  much 
vitriolic  acid,  with,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  flight  fulphureous  fmell  and  tails ; 
but  did  not  carefully  analyfe  it. 
The  mouth  of  this  well  was  about 
four  feet  above  the  furface  of  the 
river;  and  the  ground,  through 
which  it  was  funk,  con  filled  of  a 
black,  loofe,  mold  earth,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  very  lately  a 
morafs,  and  is  now  covered  with 
houfes  built  upon  piles.  At  the 
bottom  was  found  a  bed  of  red  marl, 
and  the  fpriug,  which  was  fo  fitong 


as  to  give  up  many  hogfheads  in  a 
day,  oozed  from  between  the  morafs 
and  the  marl;  it  lay  about  eight 
feet  beneath  the  furface  of  the  river, 
and  the  water  rofe  within  two  feet 
of  the  top  of  the  well. 

Having  obferved  that  a  very  co¬ 
pious  fpring,  called  Saint  Alkmund’s 
well,  rofe  out  of  the  ground  about 
half  a  mile  higher  on  the  fame  fide 
of  the  Derwent,  the  level  of  which 
I  knew  by  the  height  of  the  inter¬ 
vening;  wier  to  be  about  four  or  five 
feet  above  the  ground  about  my  well ; 
and  having  obferved,  that  the  higher 
lands,  at  the  dillance  of  a  mile  or 
two  behind  thefe  wells,  confided  of 
red  marl  like  that  in  the  well;  I  con¬ 
cluded,  that,  if  I  lhould  bore  through 
this  ftratum  of  marl,  I  might  proba¬ 
bly  gain  a  water  fimilar  to  that  of 
St.  Alkmund’s  well,  and  hoped  that 
at  the  fame  time  it  might  rile  above 
the  furface  of  my  old  well  to  the  level 
of  St.  Alkmund’s. 

With  this  intent  a  pump  was  fird 
put  down  for  the  purpofe  of  more 
eafily  keeping  dry  the  bottom  of  the 
old  well,  and  a  hole  about  two  and 
an  half  inches  diameter  was  then 
bored  about  thirteen  yards  below  the 
bottom  of  the  well,  till  fome  land  was 
brought  by  the  auger.  A  wooden 
pipe,  which  was  previoudy  cut  in  a 
conical  form  at  one  end,  and  armed 
with  an  iron  ring  at  the  other,  was 
driven  into  the  top  of  this  hole,  and 
dood  up  about  two  yards  from  the 
bottom  of  the  well,  and  being  fur- 

rounded 
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rounded  with  well-rammed  clay,  the 
new  water  afcended  in  al'mall  ftream 
through  the  wooden  pipe. 

Our  next  operation  was  to  build 
a  wall  of  clay  againfl  the  moraffy 
fides  of  the  well,  with  a  wall  of  well- 
bricks  internally,  up  to  the  top  of 
it.  This  completely  flopped  out 
every  drop  of  the  old  water ;  and,  on 
taking  out  the  plug  which  had  been 
put  in  the  wooden  pipe,  the  new 
water  in  two  or  three  days  rofe  up  to 
the  top,  and  flowed  over  the  edges 
of  the  well. 

Afterwards,  to  gratify  my  curi- 
ofity  in  feeing  how  high  the  new 
fpring  would  rife,  and  for  the  agree¬ 
able  purpofe  of  procuring  the  water 
at  all  times  quite  cold  and  frefh,  I 
directed  a  pipe  of  lead,  about  eight 
yards  long,  and  three-quarters  of 
an  inch  diameter,  to  be  introduced 
through  the  wooden  pipe  defcribed 
above,  into  the  ftratum  of  marl  at 
the  bottom  of  the  well,  fo  as  to  fland 
about  three  feet  above  the  furface  of 
the  ground.  Near  the  bottom  of 
this  leaden  pipe  was  fewed,  between 
two  leaden  rings  or  fiances,  an  in¬ 
verted  cone  of  fliff*  leather,  into 
which  fome  wool  was  fluffed  to 
flretch  it  out,  fo  that,  after  having 
palled  through  the  wooden  pipe,  it 
might  completely  fill  up  the  perfo¬ 
ration  of  the  clay.  Another  leaden 
ring  or  flanch  was  foldered  round 
the  leaden  pipe,  about  two  yards 
below  the  furface  of  the  ground, 
which,  with  fome  doubles  of  flannel 
placed  under  it,  was  nailed  on  ihe 
top  of  the  wooden  pipe,  by  which 
means  the  water  was  perfectly  pre¬ 
cluded  from  riling  between  the 
wooden  and  the  leaden  pipes. 

This  being  accomplished,  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  well  remained  quite  dry, 
and  the  new  water  quickly  rofe  about 
a  foot  above  the  top  of  the  well  in 
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the  leaden  pipe ;  and,  on  bending 
the  mouth  of  this  pipe  to  the  level 
of  the  furface  of  the  ground,  about 
two  hoglheads  of  water  flowed  from 
it  in  twenty-four  hours,  which  had 
fimilar  properties  with  the  water  of 
St.  Alkmund’s  well,  as  on  compari- 
fon  both  thefe  waters  curdled  a  iolu- 
tion  of  foap  in  Ipirit  of  wine,  and 
abounded  with  calcareous  earth, 
which  was  copiou fly  precipitated  by 
a  folution  of  fixed  alkali ;  but  the 
new  water  was  found  to  poffefs  a 
greater  abundance  of  it,  together 
with  numerous  fmall  bubbles  of 
aerial  acid  or  calcareous  gas. 

The  new  water  has  now  flowed 
about  twelve  months,  and,  as  far  as 
I  can  judge,  is  already  increafed  to 
almoft  double  the  quantity  in  a  given 
time ;  and  from  the  rude  experiments 
I  made,  I  think  it  is  now  lefs  replete 
with  calcareous  earth,  approaching 
gradually  to  an  exaft  correfpondence 
with  St.  Alkmund’s  well,  as  it  pro¬ 
bably  has  its  origin  between  the 
fame  firata  of  earth. 

As  many  mountains  bear  incon- 
teflable  marks  of  their  having  been 
forcibly  raifed  up  by  fome  power 
beneath  them  ;  and  other  mountains, 
and  even  iflands,  have  been  lifted 
up  by  fubterraneous  fires  in  our  own 
times,  we  may  fafely  reafon  on  the 
fame  fuppofition  in  refpeft  to  all 
other  great  elevations  of  ground. 
Proofs  of  thefe  circumflances  are  to 
be  feen  on  both  Tides  of  this  part  of 
the  country ;  whoever  will  infpedt, 
with  the  eye  of  a  philofopher,  the 
lime-mountain  at  Breedon,  on  the 
edge  of  Leiceflerfhire,  will  not  hefi- 
tate  a  moment  in  pronouncing,  that 
it  has  been  forcibly  elevated  by  fome 
power  beneath  it;  for  it  is  of  a 
conical  form,  with  the  apex  cut  off, 
and  the  flrata,  which  compofe  the 

central 
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central  parts  of  it,  and  which  are 
found  nearly  horizontal  in  the  plain, 
are  raifed  almod  perpendicularly, 
and  placed  upon  their  edges,  while 
thofe  on  each  lide  decline  like  the 
furface  of  the  hill ;  fo  that  this 
mountain  may  well  be  reprefented 
by  a  bur  made  by  forcing  a  bodkin 
through  feveral  parallel  fheets  of 
paper.  At  Router,  or  Eagle-done, 
in  the  Peak,  feveral  large  maffes  of 
grit  done  are  feen.  on  the  fides  and 
bottom  of  the  mountain,  which  by 
their  form  evince  from  what  parts 
of  the  fummit  they  were  broken  off 
at  the  time  it  was  elevated ;  and  the 
numerous  loofe  Hones  fcattered  about 
the  plains  in  its  vicinity,  and  half 
buried  in  the  earth,  mud  have  been 
thrown  out  by  explofions,  and  prove 
the  volcanic  origin  of  the  mountain. 
Add  to  this  the  vad  beds  of  toad-done 
or  lava  in  many  parts  of  this  county, 
fo  accurately  described,  and  fo  well 
explained,  by  Mr-  Whitehurd,  in 
his  Theory  of  the  Formation  of  the 
Earth. 

Now  as  all  great  elevations  of 
ground  have  been  thus  raifed  by 
fubterraneous  fires,  and  in  a  long 
courfe  of  time  their  fummits  have 
been  worn  away,  it  happens,  that 
fome  of  the  more  interior  drata  of 
the  earth  are  expofed  naked  on  the 
tops  of  mountains;  and  that,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  thofe  drata,  which  lie  upper- 
mod,  or  neared  to  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain,  are  the  lowed  in  the  con¬ 
tiguous  plains.  This  will  be  readily 
conceived  if  the  bur,  made  by  thrall¬ 
ing  a  bodkin  through  feveral  paral¬ 
lel  lheets  of  paper,  had  a  part  of  its 
apex  cut  off  by  a  pen-knife,  and  is 
fo  well  explained  by  Mr.  Michcll, 
in  an  ingenious  paper  on  the  Phe¬ 
nomena  of  Earthquakes,  pub! idled 
a  few  years  ago  in  the  Philolbphical 
Tranfadlions, 
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And  as  the  more  elevated  parts 
of  a  country  are  fo  much  colder  than 
the  vallies,  owing,  perhaps,  to  a 
concurrence  of  two  or  three  caufes, 
but  particularly  to  the  lefs  condenf- 
ed  date  of  the  air  upon  hills,  which 
thence  becomes  a  better  conductor 
of  heat,  as  well  as  of  electricity,  and 
permits  it  to  eicape  the  fader;  it  is 
from  the  water  condenied  on  thefe 
cold  furfaces  of  mountains,  that  our 
common  cold  fprings  have  their 
origin;  and  which,  hiding  between 
two  of  the  drata  above  defcribed, 
defeend  till  they  find  or  make  them- 
felves  an  outlet,  and  will  in  confc- 
quence  rife  to  a  level  with  the  part  of 
the  mountain  where  they  originated. 
And  hence,  if  by  piercing  the  earth 
you  gain  a  fpring  between  the  fe~ 
cond  and  third,  or  third  and  fourth 
dratum,  it  mud  generally  happen, 
that  the  v/ater  from  the  lowed  dra¬ 
tum  will  rife  the  highed,  if  confined 
in  pipes,  becaufe  it  comes  originally 
from  a  higher  part  of  the  country  in 
its  vicinity. 

The  increafmg  quantity  cf  this 
new  fpring,  and  its  increafmg  pu¬ 
rity,  I  fuppofe  to  be  owing  to  its 
continually  diffolving  a  part  of  the 
earth  it  paffes  through,  and  hence 
making  itfelf  a  wider  channel,  and 
that  through  materials  of  lefs  folu- 
bility.  Hence  it  is  probable,  that 
the  older  and  dronger  fprings  are 
generally  the  purer;  and  that  all 
fprings  were  originally  loaded  with 
the  foluble  impurities  of  the  drata, 
through  which  they  tranfuded. 

Since  the  above-related  experi¬ 
ment  was  made,  I  have  read  with 
pleafure  the  ingenious  account  of 
the  Ring’s  wells  at  Sheernefs,  in  the 
lad  volume  of  the  Tranfacftions,  by 
Sir  Thomas  Hyde  Page,  in  which 
the  water  rofe  three  hundred  feet 
above  its  fource  in  the  well;  and 

have 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


have  alfo  been  informed,  that  in  the 
town  of  Richmond  in  Surrey,  and 
at  Infhip  near  Prefton  in  Lancalhire, 
it  is  ufual  to  bore  for  water  through 
a  lower  ftratum  of  earth  to  a  certain 
depth  ;  and  that  when  it  is  found,  at 
both  thofe  places,  it  rifes  fo  high  as 
to  overflow  the  furface  of  the  well. 
All  thefe  fa<fts  contribute  to  eftabliih 
the  theory  above  mentioned  :  and 
there  is  reafon  to  conclude,  that,  if 
fimilar  experiments  were  made,  ar¬ 
tificial  fprings,  rifmg  above  ground, 
might  in  many  places  be  thus  pro¬ 
duced  at  fmall  expence,  both  for  the 
common  purpofes  of  life,  and  for  the 
great  improvement  of  lands,  by  oc- 
cafionally  watering  them. 


On  Dibbling  Wheat.  From  Vol.  Ill . 
of  Tranfactions  of  the  Society  injii - 
tuted  at  London  for  Encouragement 
of  Arts ,  Maniif  'allures ,  and  Com¬ 
merce. 

Norwich,  Oil.  27,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 

T AKE  the  liberty  to  addrefs  you 
on  a  fubjed  I  conceive  will  be 
worthy  your  patronage,  viz.  the 
dibbling  or  dropping  of  Wheat, 
which,  though  prevailing  in  this  part 
of  the  nation,  feems  little  under- 
ftood,  or  fcarcely  apprehended,  in 
the  Southern,  North-weft,  and  Mid¬ 
land  counties. 

Your  encouragement  hath  been 
handed  forth,  during  fome  years,  for 
the  belt  fet  of  experiments  to  afeer- 
tain  whether  it  is  moft  advantageous 
to  cultivate  Wheat  by  fowing  if  in 
the  common  broadcaft  way,  or  by 
drilling  it  in  equidiftant  rows.  Whe¬ 
ther  you  have  had  this  comparative 
difference  afeertained,  is  not  necef- 
Vol.  XXVII. 


fary  for  me  to  enquire ;  my  purpofe 
is,  a  with  that,  in  handing  forth  a  fu¬ 
ture  encouragement,  you  might  lee 
it  eligible  to  conned  this  late  mode 
of  propagation  with  the  two  former: 
I  have  been  long  perluaded  it  is  fu- 
perior  to  either,  and  that,  purfued 
on  lands  of  a  certain  defeription,  it 
will  be  produdive  of  much  national 
advantage,  and  with  no  hazard  of  a 
comparative  lofs,  applied  to  any  lands 
experimentally  known  to  be  fuitable 
to  this  grain. 

I  fhall  therefore  beg  leave  to 
mention,  having,  with  you,  the  good 
of  the  public  in  objed,  that  being 
conneded  by  neighbourhood,  or  bu- 
ftnefs,  with  divers  farmers,  fetters 
of  Wheat — and  having  tried  it  my- 
felf  upon  a  fmall  fcale,  yet  the  larg- 
eft  I  was  capable  of,  and  been  a 
clofe  obferver,  from  its  beginning, 
through  its  fuccelfive  adoptions  in 
the  part  of  the  country  where  it  be¬ 
gan — I  therefore  hold  rayfelf  ready 
to  communicate  %ny  intelligence  t0 
you,  that  may  tend  to  your  forming 
a  fuitable  judgment  thereon,  and  as 
a  ground  for  your  future  encourage¬ 
ment. 

I  may  likewife  add,  though  per* 
haps  prematurely,  that  as  the  prac¬ 
tice  is  novel,  and  in  fpeculation  un- 
promifing,  and  has  been  confidered 
as  a  refinement  by  genius  at  a  dif- 
tance,  I  conceive  it  would  be  in  my 
power,  upon  your  compenfation  for 
time  and  travelling,  at  a  future  feed 
time,  to  excite  a  dibbler,  with  one 
or  two  ofhis  droppers,  to  go  to  any 
place  within  fifty  miles  of  London. 

This,  I  prefume,  would  imprefs  an 
adequate  idea  of  its  mode,  make 
the  practice  eafy  to  their  imitators, 
and  in  due  time  give  an  evidence, 
which  fpeculation  is  fcarce  capable 
of  attaining,  that  the  ©economy  of 
feed  tend-?  to  a#  increafe  fomewhat 
E  propor- 
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proportionable  to  the  hoeing  up 
nine-tenths  of  a  turnep  crop,  which 
experience  has  evinced  augments 
their  real  produce :  yet  in  the  fetting 
of  Wheat,  as  in  the  thinning  of  tur- 
neps,  it  mult  be  under  a  regulation, 
and  precilion  of  judgment ;  which 
neverthelefs  practice  can  render  eafy, 
and  an  intelligent  obferver  foon  ac¬ 
quire. 

I  am,  with  great  attention. 
Your  refpeftful  Friend, 
John  Wagstaffe. 

F.  S.  I  can  fcarce  refrain  obferv- 
ing  that  this  prefent  feed-time  more 
Wheat  hath  been  fet,  and  land  re¬ 
served  for  its  continuance,  within  the 
diltance  of  ten  miles  from  Norwich, 
than  in  any  preceding  year,  and  pe¬ 
culiarly  fo  in  the  hundred  where  it 
originated ;  while  it  is  diffufmg 
(though  llowly)  in  every  direction, 
and  is  now  extended  into  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  county. 


On  the  Culture ,  Produce ,  and  Appli¬ 
cation  of  the  Howard  or  Clultered 
Potatoe,  and  the  Comparifon  of 
them  with  other  Sorts.  Extracted 
from  the  Account  of  Arthur  Young, 
£fq.  in  the  fame  V olume. 

EXPERIMENT  I. 

PRodufitive  Quality.  April  4, 1 770- 
Having  a  fmall  Howard  Potatoe, 
cutit  into  four  fets,  planted  them  on  a 
hillock  of  fandy  loam,  fcattered  with 
two  pecks  of  poultry  dung ;  when 
they  came  up,  earthed  them  with 
one  peek  of  chalk,  and  foon  after 
with  two  pecks  of  rotten  yard  dung ; 
again  with  one  peck  ofpoultrydung, 
and  a  layer  of' loam.'  I  was  abfent 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  fummer, 
12 


and  therefore  could  not  mark  the 
progrefs  of  the  vegetation,  whether 
checked  or  accelerated  by  thefe 
earthings.  Dug  them  up  November 
16  ;  the  produce  ninety  Potatoes, 
meafuring  two  pecks,  fome  of  them 
remarkably  fine,  weight  thirty-one 
pound  ;  the  quantity  of  land  occu¬ 
pied,  four  fquare  feet ;  the  acreable 
produce  one  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  fixty-one  bulhels. 

EXPERIMENT  II. 

Comparifon  with  other  Sorts „ 
March  20,  1771.  '  Manured  three 
furrows  of  ridges,  four  feet  and  a 
half  broad,  and  feventy  yards  long, 
with  fix  loads  of  farm  yard  dung ; 
the  foil  a  wet  hungry  gravel,  natu¬ 
rally  poor.  In  1770,  it  was  ma¬ 
nured  feventy  loads  an  acre,  of  earth 
and  dung,  drilled  with  lucerne  ; 
but  failing,  it  was  fummer  fallowed 
for  turneps,  but  not  fown,  through 
a  fervant’s  mxftake,  the  dung  for 
the  Potatoes  was  laid  in  the  furrows, 
and  the  fets  upon  it  in  a  double  row, 
twelve  inches  apart,  and  as  much 
from  fet  to  fet ;  one  bufhel  of  feed. 
Covered  them  by  reverfing  the 
ridges  with  a  plough.  Alfo  five 
ridges  contiguous,  dunged  in  the 
fame  manner,  with  two  bulhels  and 
half  a  peck  of  Red  Nofe  Kidney, 
fuppofed  at  London  to  be  the  moll 
prolific  fort  ;  alfo  two  other  ridges 
dunged  in  the  fame  manner,  with 
five  pecks,  a  mixture  of  Golden 
Tags,  and  Golden  Ruffe ts  from 
Lancafhire. 

The  firit  week  in  June  hand-hoed 
the  rows  ;  the  middle  of  the  fame 

7  9  # 

month  horfe-hoed  the  intervals  with 
a  Berkfhire  Ihim,  which  cuts  the  fur- 
face  but  turns  no  furrow ;  followed 
this  with  a  large  double  mould - 
board  plough,  which  earthed  up  the 
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rows,  clearing  the  furrows,  and 
leaving  the  land  in  beautiful  order. 

July  12  hand-weeded  the  rows; 
the  middle  of  Augull  repeated  the 
Humming  and  double  mould-board 
plough ;  the  firft  week  in  Septem¬ 
ber  hand-weeded  ;  the  latter  end 
ef  October  ploughed  them  up. 


i 


Produce. 

Bujbels • 

Three  ridges  of  Howards 

24 

Five  ditto  Red  N.  Kidney 

16 

Two  ditto  Tags  and  Rulfets 

9 

which  per  acre  makes 

Bujbels* 

Howards 

360 

Kidnies 

144 

Tags  and  Rulfets 

207 

Account  of  the  Howards  per  acre. 

Expences.  £.  s.  d, 

4770.  Four  ploughings 

at  6s.  140 

Three  harrowings 

at  9d.  023 

Seventy  loads  of 

compoft  at  2s.  700 

Rent  080 
Rates  012 
Repairs*  010 
Fences*  016 

•  -  on  8 


8 

17 

1 1 

&  77 1 .  One  ploughing 
Eighty-nine  loads 

0 

6 

0 

ofcompokat2s. 
Eighteen  bulhels 

8 

18 

0 

of  fets  at  2s. 

1 

16 

0 

Planting 

0 

6 

0 

Harrowing 

0 

0 

9 

parried  over  -  -  - 

20 

4 

8 

Brought  over  -  -  £.  20  4  8 

Hand-hoeing  026 

Shimming  009 

Moulding  Plough  050 
Weeding  016 

Horfe-hoeing  re¬ 
peated  059 

Weeding  030 

Ploughing  and 

picking.  1  6  o 

Annual  charges 
as  before  on  S 


23  o  1^ 

Produce. 

Three  hundred  and  fixty 
bufhels,  two  Ihillings 
the  felling  price  ;  but 
fuppofe  is.  6d.  the 


price  of  common  Po-  £. 

s . 

d. 

tatoes  ,  27 

0 

0 

Expences  23 

0 

10 

Profit  3 

19 

2 

Account  of  the  Kidnies. 

Produce. 

One  hundred  and  forty- 

four  bulhels,  at  is.  6d.  io  16  3s 

Expences  the  fame,  the 
fmall  variation  in  the 
feed  not  worth  noting  23  010 

Lofs  -  -  -  12  4  10 

Account  of  the  T ags  and  Rulfets., 
Produce. 

Two  hundred  and  feveri 

bulhels  at  is.  6d.  13  10  6 

Expences  -  -  23  o  10 

Lofs  -  -  -  7  10  4 


*  This  upon  an  average  per  annum  over  the  whole  farm. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

The  foil  above  defcribed  is  per¬ 
haps  the  mod  unfit  of  all  others  for 
common  Potatoes;  but  being  inform¬ 
ed  that  the  Howard  would  thrive 
where  other  forts  would  not,  I  pur- 
pofely  chofe  it.  The  event  is  re¬ 
markable,  and  proves  clearly  that 
on  thefe  wet  tenacious  gravels  great 
crops  of  that  fort  may  be  gained ; 
the  unfatisfaflory  circumftance  is  the 
value  of  the  crop,  a  circmnflance 
general  with  Potatoes,  for  their  price 
varies  exceedingly ;  and,  what  is 
worfe,  have  fome times  no  price  at 
all  for  large  quantities ;  confequent- 
ly,  if  they  cannot  be  confumed  at 
home  by  cattle  profitably,  the  ob¬ 
ject  is  not  an  important  one:  two 
xnanurings  being  charged  to  one 
crop,  render  the  expence  very  high. 
It  mud  however  drike  every  per fon, 
that,  had  the  Potatoes  no  more  than 
paid  the  expence,  the  return  would 
have  been  prodigioudy  advantage¬ 
ous,  as  the  land  is  left  in  uncom¬ 
mon  order  for  fucceeding  crops. 

It  is  neceiTary  here  to  remark, 
that  the  value  of  two  (hillings  a  load 
for  the  manure,  is  for  a  one-horfe 
three-wheel  carriage  or  cart,  which 
holds  about  eighteen  bufhels,  and  is 
the  average  expence  of  my  farm¬ 
yard  compod  for  feveral  years  pad. 
In  the  dimmer  I  cart  a  layer  of 
marie,  turf,  or  mould  over  all  my 
yard,  and  in  the  following  winter 
fodder  my  cattle  on  it,  cleaning  the 
dahles,  cow-houfe,  and  hog-dies  on 
to  it,  bones,  night  foil,  coal  adies, 
(ullage  of  ftreets,  or  whatever  ma¬ 
nure  I  buy ;  in  the  fpring  I  turn  the 
whole  over,  mixing  well  together, 
and  cart  it  for  Potatoes;  the  two 
(hillings  includes  filling,  fpreading, 
carting,  and  in  a  word  all  expence 
whatever. 


EXPERIMENT  III. 

In  ploughing  up  the  preceding' 
crop,  two  lands  were  thrown  in  to  one, 
and  early  in  the  fpring  fplit  again  j 
after  which  one  of  them,  where  the 
Howards  had  been,  coming  up  tole¬ 
rably  thick,  from  the  fmall  Potatoes 
left,  I  defided  from  ploughing  it 
up,  in  order  to  fee  what  the  reiult 
would  be.  It  was  hand-hoed  once, 
and,  weeded  twice ;  and  being  taken 
up  in  November,  1772,  the  produce 
was  fix  bufhels,  ot  per  acre  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-dx ;  which,  at  one 
(hilling  and  fixpence,  is  twenty 
pounds  fourteen  (hillings. 

EXPERIMENT  IV. 

Culture ,  Expenses,  Produce ,  and 
Application  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
perch.  1772.  The  foil,  a  deep 
fandy  loam  ;  it  was  under  carrots 
in  1771,  and  ploughed  fiat  in  au¬ 
tumn  ;  the  extreme  wetnefs  of  the 
fpring  prevented  my  carting  on  the 
dung  till  the  fixth  of  April,  and  then 
only  thirty  loads.  Rain  coming  the 
eighth,  prevented  going  on  with  it. 
Spread  the  compofi,  and  on  the 
thirteenth  ploughed  it  into  four  feet 
ridges,  (Iriking  the  furrows  imme¬ 
diately  with  the  double  mould- 
board  plough  ;  at  the  fame  timo 
drew  furrows  at  four  feet  difiance,  as 
paths  for  that  large  plough  to  open 
trenches  to  lay  the  dung  in,  that  I 
might  fee  which  method  anfwered 
befi,  fpreading  the  manure  all  over 
the  land;,  or  laying  it  in  furrows  un¬ 
der  the  crop  ;  but  heavy  rains  im¬ 
peded  the  work  ;  the  fourteenth  it 
rained  from  five  in  the  morning  till 
ten  at  night,  a  cruel  feafon  for  Po- 
tatoe  planting  ;  the  piece  ploughed 
the  thirteenth  did  not  work  fo  well 
as  it  ought ;  indeed  the  feafon  had 

keen 
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been  To  wet,  that  no  land  except 
lays  ploughed  tolerably.  April 
twenty  -  fecond  and  twenty  -  third 
went  on  with  the  manuring,  and  the 
twenty-ninth  planted  part,  laying 
the  fets  in  double  rows,  at  one 
foot,  on  the  dung,  and  covered 
them  immediately  with  the  plough, 
reverfing  the  ridges ;  the  part 
ploughed,  with  dehgn  to  dibble, 
baked  too  hard  for  it ;  ploughed  it 
therefore  again,  planting  it  in  lingle 
rows  :  the  plough  firft  turned  a  fur¬ 
row  from  one  Jide  of  each  ridge, 
and  upon  the  back  of  this  furrow 
the  fets  were  laid,  fix  inches  a- 
part ;  the  plough  then  returning, 
and  taking  a  fimilar  furrow  from  the 
oppofite  ridge,  covered  the  fets, 
which  mull:  of  courfe  come  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  new  ridge.  The 
dung  which  was  lpreadover  the  land 
fell  on  to  the  fets  in  ploughing,  as 
I  could  wifh.  May  firft,  finilhed, 
and  the  fourth  planted  it ;  during 
the  fummer  hand-hoed  once,  hand- 
weeded  once,  and  horfe-hoed  twice, 
once  withfhim,  and  once  with  dou¬ 
ble  mould-board  ;  nothing  made  a 
more  beautiful  appearance  than  thefe 
Potatoes  throughout  the  feafon  ;  the 
verdure  and  luxuriance  of  the  her¬ 
bage,  notwithftanding  the  feverity 
of  the  drought  which  followed  that 
wet  fpring,  was  a  mod:  pleaiing 
fight,  nor  was  there  to  be  feen  a 
weed  throughout.  November  four¬ 
teenth,  began  taking  them  up ;  s 
eighteen  rows  and  a  half  planted  on 
the  dung,  one  hundred  and  ten 
yards  long  by  four  feet  broad,  pro¬ 
duced  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
bufhels,  dirty ;  that  fpace  makes 
ninety  fquare  perch  ;  the  proportion 
per  acre  is,  three  hundred  and 
fourteen  bufhels,  deducting  one- 
fixth  for  dirt ;  fix  rows,  where  the 
iung  was  fpread,  produced  fixty- 
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four  bufhels  and  a  half  dirty  ;  clean 
fifty-three,  one-fixth  deducted  ;  pro¬ 
portion  per  acre  two  hundred  and 
ninety-two.  Total  produce,  dirty, 
two  hundred  and  feventy-feven 
bufhels.  For  fecuring  them  during 
the  winter,  I  fpread  the  floor  of  a 
fmall  barn  with  unifies  of  draw, 
clofe  to  each  other,  and  the  fame 
around  the  fides  of  the  barn  ;  the 
Potatoes  were  laid  in  with  all  the 
dirt  that  duck  to  them  ;  fome  were 
very  wet.  I  did  not  open  the  heap 
till  the  end  of  January,  when  the 
whole  was  one  hard  dry  mafs,  and 
the  Potatoes  very  found  and  good  ; 
upon  meafuring  them  clean,  the 
produce  was  two  hundred  and  forty- 
fix  bufhels,  the  dirt  therefore  did 
not  amount  quite  to  one-fixth  ;  one 
hundred  and  twenty  perch  producing 
two  hundred  and  forty -fix,  is  at  the 
rate  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-* 
eight  per  acre. 


Expences  per  acre. 

£■ 

S. 

d. 

1771.  Ploughing 

O 

6 

0 

1 772.  Compoft,  one  hun¬ 

dred  loads  at  2s.  ] 

[O 

0 

0 

Ploughing 

O 

6 

0 

Twelve  bufhels  of 

fetts  at  is.  6d. 

O 

18 

0 

Slicing  and  planting 

O 

6 

0 

Harrowing 

O 

0 

9 

Hand-hoeing 

O 

10 

0 

Hand-weeding 

O 

3 

0 

Horfe-hoeing  ihim 

O 

0 

9 

Double  mould-board 

O 

5 

0 

'  Ploughing  up 

O 

6 

0 

Picking  up,  ijd.  per 

bufhel  i  14  2 

Car  ting  home,  draw- 

over  and  cleaning  1  o  o 
Annual  charges  0118 

Value  afcertained  16  74 

February  the  eighth,  &e.  In  a 
copper,  that  held  fix  hulhels,  boiled 

»  at 
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at  feveral  times  feventy-five  buihels, 
with,  ninety  bulh-faggots,  turning 
them  out  of  the  copper  intb  a  tub, 
wherein  they  were  mafhed  :  from 
'this  tub  put  the  mafh,  without  any 
liquor,  into  a  ciftern  ;  adding,  as  it 
was  done,  nine  buihels  of  barley  in  , 
meal :  a  boy  in  the  ciftern  mixed 
them  well  together  with  a  fpade. 
Bought  live  hogs  of  the  Chinefe 
breed,  and  weighed  them  alive. 

No.  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

They  coll  fix  pounds  thirteen 
fhillings  and  three-pence,  which 
is  three-pence  per  pound  alive. 
Upon  fmifhing  the  Potatoes,  they 
were  weighed  alive,  killed,  and 
fold,  which  was  rather  a  disadvan¬ 
tage,  as  none  of  them  were  quite  fat; 
I  did  it,  however,  for  the  fake  of 
gaining  the  knowledge  I  made  the 
trial  in  fearch  of.  They  weighed 
feven  hundred  and  eighty  -  four 
pounds  alive,  and  five  hundred  and 
ten  pounds  dead,  which  fold  at  fix- 
pence  per  pound,  or  twelve  pounds 
.fifteen  {hillings ;  this  proportion  is 
nearly  twenty  pounds  alive,  giving 
thirteen  dead.  Numbers  one  and 
two  were  weighed  at  different  times, 
and  gained  the  firft  three  weeks  of 
fatting  two  pounds'  and  a  quarter 
each  per  diem,  which  is  very  con- 
fiderable  :  the.  expences  were 

jC‘ 

Cod  of  the  Hogs  6  j  3  3 

Labour,  walking  Potatoes 

and  boiling  *.  060 

Ninety  bufh-faggots,  value  o  5  o 
Nine  buihels  barley  1160 

~9~o~"  3 


1 21  Lb. 
117 
102 

95 

98 

533 


Produce.  £.  s.  d> 

Sold  at  -  -  12150 

Dedud  -  -  905 

Remain^,  which  is  the  va¬ 
lue  paid  for  the  Pota¬ 
toes-  -  -  -3159 

Or  per  bufhel  one  drilling. 


When  I  found  the  hogs  thriving 
fo  well,  I  expeded  the  potatoes  to 
pay  a  higher  value  than  this  ;  not 
but  a  drilling  a  bufhel,  in  an  appli¬ 
cation  that  goes  to  any  quantity,  is 
a  great  objed. 

But  as  the  prices  of  pork  and 
barley  may  vary,  I  fhall  give  the 
produd  of  pork  yielded  by  this 
quantity  of  food. 

lb. 

The  hogs,  when  killed  fat, 
weighed  -  510 

At  putting  up,  they  weighed 
alive  5  3  3lb.  This  would  have 
been  dead  at  13  or  20  346 

The  gain  of  pork  was  therefore  1 64 


Thus  feventy-five  buihels  of  Po¬ 
tatoes,  and  nine  of  barley,  yielded 
one  hundred  and  fixty-four  pounds 
of  Pork.  This  is  a  fad  which  may 
be  ufeful,  whatever1  the  price  of 
barley  is,  and  for  whatever  pork 
may  fell. 

The  mere  increafe  of  dead  weight 
is  not  the  whole  profit,  or  it  would 
not  pay  the  expence}  there  is,  be- 
fides,  the  profit  on  converting  lean 
to  fat,  if  bought  at-  three-pence 
alive  weight.  But  three  hundred 
and  forty-fix  dead,  at  fix-pence‘, 
would  be  eight  pounds  thirteen 
fhillings,  whereas  they  colt  but  fix 
pounds  thirteen  fhillings. 

The  Society  will  obferve,  that 
this  value  of  one  {hilling  per  bufhel 
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Is  found  only  from  one  experiment, 
which,  though  it  anfwers  for  fixing 
the  amount  of  this  crop,  yet  re¬ 
peated  ones  mull  be  made,  to  difeo- 
ver  what  may  be  reckoned  a  itandard 
value. 

Produce.  £.  s.  d. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty  - 

eight  bufhels  at  is.  1 6  8  o 

Expences  -  -  16  7  4 

Hence  therefore  the  crop  paid 
the  expences ;  which,  confidering  the 
ample  manuring  and  the  great  order 
the  land  is  left  in,  mull  be  efteemed 
a  very  confiderable  profit.  The 
great  objeCt  of  tillage  is  to  find  a 
fallow  Crop  which  will  pay  its  ex¬ 
pences,  manuring  included.  Every 
farmer  knows  that  turneps,  under 
the  lalt  perfection  of  culture,  will 
never  do  this ;  but  if  Potatoes  ufed 
at  home  can  be  made  to  do  it,  every 
beneficial  purpofe  is  anfwered  :  for 
the  confumption,  by  fattening  hogs, 
raifes  a  large  quantity  of  valuable 
dung. 


Dejcription  of  a  Contrivance  for  in- 
creafeng  the  Ejfedi  of  Engines  for 
extinguijhing  Fires  ;  from  the  fame 
V olume, 

HE  Silver  Medal  and  Twenty 
Guineas  vs  ere  voted  to  Mr, 
Furlt,  in  confederation  of  the  utility 
of  a  contrivance  produced  by  himy 
and  of  which  trial  vsas  made,  for 
increafeng  the  ejfehi  of  Engines  for 
extinguijhing  Fires.  A  complete  mo¬ 
del  remains  in  the  Repofetory  of  the 
Society ,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
fee  or  t  defcriptioH. 
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FROM  a  platform  rifes  an  up¬ 
right  pole  or  malt,  of  fuch  height  as 
may  be  judged  neceffary  ;  up  this 
pole  or  malt  Hides  a  gaft,  and  along 
the  upright  pole  and  gaft  the  leather 
hole  from  the  Engine  is  conveyed  ; 
at  the  extremity  of  the  gaft  the 
branch  of  the  Engine  projects ; 
towards  this  extremity  is  fixed  ail 
iron  frame,  w  hence  hang  two  chains, 
and  from  them  ropes,  ferving  to 
give  a  horizontal  direction  to  the 
branch  ;  whillt  other  ropes,  running 
through  proper  pullies,  and  being 
thus  conveyed  down  the  malt,  ferve 
alio  to  communicate  a  vertical  mo¬ 
tion  to  it.  By  thefe  means  the 
branch  or  nofe-pipe  of  the  Engine 
is  conveyed  into  the  window  of  any 
room  where  the  fire  more  immedi¬ 
ately  rages,  and  the  effeCt  of  the 
water  difeharged  therefrom  applied 
in  the  molt  efficacious  manner  to  th§ 
extinguilhing  it. 


The  following  Account  of  a  Dijfolvent 
for  the  human  calculi ,  found  out 
by  Mr.  B.  Colburne  of  Bath, 
Jeems  fo  well  corroborated,  by  the 
mofe  refpettable  Injlances ,  for  its 
falutary  Ejfeff,  that  we  think  it 
our  Duty  to  lay  it  before  our  Read¬ 
ers.  Extracted from  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine  for  July  1785, 

MR.  Colburne  informs  us,  that 
from  feveral  very  accurate 
experiments  on  the  human  calculus, 
Iteeped  in  alkaline  falls,  they  were 
reduced  in  weight,  and  dilpofed  to 
diflolve  :  this  led  him  to  try  what 
effeCt  it  would  produce,  by  the  in¬ 
ternal  ule,  on  the  urine  of  thofe  who 
fuffer  from  the  grave]  o/;  ffone  $  and 
was  agreeably  iurprifed  to  find  that 

T  ^  hia 
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Ills  own  urine  (for  he  was  a  Merer 
jiimfelf)  from  being  turbid,  and 
difpofed  to  precipitation,  became 
clear,  and  of  a  natural  colour.  But 
the  alkaline  falts  proving  difagree- 
able  and  naufeating,  he  conceived 
that  fome  more  agreeable  mode 
might  be  contrived  to  an’fvver  the 
fame  good  purpofes.  Fixed  air 
Teemed'  to  Mr.  Colburne  the  bed 
means  of  fuccefs,  and  experience 
loon  confirmed  his  hopes.  The  al¬ 
kaline  folution  is  thus  prepared  : 

Put  two  ounces,  $roy  weight,  of 
dry  fait  of  tartar  into  an  open  earth¬ 
en  veiTel,  and  pour  upon  it  two 
quarts  of  the  fofted  water  to  be  had, 
and  dir  them  well  together.  Let 
fhe  folution  hand  for  24  hours,  when 
the  clear  part  mud:  be  poured  off, 
with  care  to  avoid  any  of  the  refi- 
duum,  and  put  into  the  middle  part 
of  one  of  the  glafs  machines  for  im¬ 
pregnating  water  with  fixible  air, 
and  expofed  to  a  dream  of  that  fluid : 
after  the  water  has  been  24  hours  in 
this  fituation,  it  will  be  fit  for  ufe, 
and  fhould  be  bottled  off.  W  ell  cork 
the  bottles,  and  fet  them  upon  their 
corks,  bottom  upwards  ;  and  with 
fuch  care  it  will  keep  feveral  weeks. 
Eight  ounces  may  be  taken  three 
times  in  24  hours,  without  any  in¬ 
convenience  ;  but  it  may  be  bed  to 
begin  with  a  fmaller  quantity. 


On  the  Nature  of  different  kinds  of  Soil, 
and  the  Grain ,  Pulfe ,  nr  Graffes 
proper  to  each.  From  V cl.  II.  of 
Letters  and  Papers  an  Agriculture, 
Planting,  A c .  jeiected from  the  Cor - 
refpondenc  e-Book  of  the  Society  infii- 
tuted  at  Bath,  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture ,  Arcs,  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  Commerce ,  ysithin  the 


Counties  of  Somerfet,  Wilts,  Glo* 
ceder,  and  Dorfet,  and  the  City 
and  County  of  Bridol. 

[By  an  Experienced  Cortefpondent .  ] 
Qentlemen, 

AS  the  publication  of  your  fird 
volume  of  feledt  papers  did 
you  honour  as  a  Society,  and  fur- 
nifhed  the  public  with  a  variety  of 
ufeful  information,  it  gave  me  pleaT 
fure  to  fee,  in  the  advertifernent  of 
your  annual  meeting,  that  a  fecond 
volume  was  nearly  ready  for  the 
prefs.  And  as  you  feem  dedrous  to 
obtain  the  correfpondence  rof  thofe 
who  have  had  fome  experience,  and 
poffefs  fome  knowledge,  in  the  arts  of 
cultivation,  I  am  willing  to  contri¬ 
bute  my  mite  in  this  way. 

Agriculture,  Planting,  8cc.  have 
been  my  employment,  dudy,  and 
amufement,  near  forty  years ;  and, 
as  I  have  kept  regular  minutes  of 
the  experiments  I  made,  they  have 
fupplied  me  with  confiderable  in- 
ftruflion. 

I  therefore  beg  leave  to  trouble 
you  with  a  few  brief  remarks  on  the 
nature  of  different  foils,  and  the 
crops  mod  likely  to  fucceed  on  each 
refpe&ively. 

Fir  ft,  Clay,  which  is  in  general 
the  diifed  of  all  foils,  and  contains 
an  umduous  quality.  But  under  the 
term  clays,  earths  of  different  forts 
and  colours  are  included.  One  kind 
is  fo  obdinate,  that  fcarcely  any 
thing  will  fubdue  it  ;  another  fo 
hungry  and  poor,  that  it  abforba. 
whatever  is  applied,  and  turiis  it 
into  its  own  quality.  Some  clays 
are  fatter  than  others,  and  the  fatted 
are  the  bed  ;  feme  are  more  foft 
and  flippery.  But  all  of  them  re- 
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tain  water  poured  on  their  furfaces, 
where  it  Magnates,  and  chills  the 
plants,  without  finking  into  the  foil. 
The  clofenefs  of  clay  prevents  the 
roots  and  fibres  of  plants  from 
fpreading  in  fearch  of  nourifhment. 
The  blue,  the  red,  and  the  white 
clay,  if  ftrong,  are  unfavourable  .to 
vegetation.  The  Bony  and  loofer 
fort  are  lefs  fo  ;  but  none  of  them  are 
worth  any  thing  till  their  texture  is 
fo  loofened  by  a  mixture  of  other 
fubfcances,  and  opened,  as  to  admit 
the  influence  of  the  fun,  the  air,  and 
frofls.  Among  the  manures  recom¬ 
mended  for  clay,  fand  is  of  all  ethers 
to  be  preferred ;  and  fea-fand  the 
bed  of  all  where  it  can  be  obtained: 
this  mod  effectually  breaks  the  co- 
hefion. 

The  reafon  for  preferring  fea-fand 
is,  that  it  is  not  formed  wholly  (as 
mod  other  fanas  are)  of  fmall  Bones ; 
but  contains  a  great  deal  of  calca- 
rious  matter  in  it,  fuch  as  fhells 
grated  and  broken  to  pieces  by  the 
tide  ;  and  alfo  of  falts.  The  fmaller 
the  dmd  is,  the  more  eafily  it  pene¬ 
trates  the  clay  ;  but  it  abides  lefs 
time  in  it  than  the  larger. 

The  next  bed  fand  is  that  wafhed 
down  by  rains  on  gravelly  foils. 
Thofe  which  are  dry  and  light  are 
the  word.  Small  gritty  gravel  has 
alfo  been  recommended  by  the  bed 
writers  on  Agriculture  for  thefe 
foils  ;  and  in  many  indances  I  have 
found  them  to  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

Shell  marie,  afhes,  and  all  animal 
and  vegetable  fub dances,  are  very 
good  manures  for  clay  ;  but  they 
Have  been  found  mod  beneficial 
when  fand  is  mixed  with  them.  Lime 
i^as  been  often  ufed,  but  I  would  not 
recommend  it,  for  I  never  found 
any  advantage  from  it  fingly,  when 
applied  to  clays. 

The  crops  mod  fuitable  for  fuch 
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lands  are,  wheat,  beans,  cabbages, 
and  rye-grafs.  Clover  feldom  fuc- 
ceeds,  nor  indeed  any  plants  whofe 
roots  require  depth,  and  a  wide 
fpread  in  the  earth. 

2 dly.  Chalk.  Chalky  foils  are 
generally  dry  and  warm,  and,  if 
there  be  a  tolerable  depth  of  mould, 
fruitful  ;  producing  great  crops  of 
barley,  rye,  peafe,  vetches,  clover, 
trefoil,  burnet,  and  particularly 
faintfoin.  The  latter  plant  flourifhes 
in  a  chalky  foil  better  than  any 
other.  But  if  the  furface  of  mould 
be  very  thin,  this  .foil  requires  good 
manuring  with  clay,  marie,  loam, 
or  dung.  As  thefe  lands  are  dry, 
they  may  be  fown  earlier  than 
others. 

When  your  barley  is  three  inches 
high,  throw  in  iolix.  of  clover,  or 
151b.  of  trefoil,  and  roll  it  well. 
The  next  fummer  mow  the  crop  for 
hay  ;  feed  off  the  aftermath  with 
Bleep  ;  and  in  winter  give  it  a  top- 
dreffing  of  dung.  This  will  pro¬ 
duce  a  crop  the  fecond  fpring,  which 
fhould  be  cut  for  hay.  As  foon  as 
this  crop  is  carried  off,  plough  up 
the  land,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
September  fow  three  bufhels  of  rye 
per  acre,  either  to  feed  off  with 
lheep  in  the  fprin.g,  or  to  Band  for 
harveB.  If  you  feed  it  off,  fow 
winter  vetches  in  AuguB  or  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  make  them  into  hay 
the  following  iummer.  Then  get 
the  land  into  as  fine  tilth  as  poflible, 
and  fow  it  with  faintfoin,  which, 
with  a  little  manure  once  in  two  or 
three  years,  will  remain  and  pro¬ 
duce  good  crops  for  twenty  years 
together. 

3 dly,  Light  poor  land,  which 
feldom  produces  good  crops  of  any 
thing  till  well  manured.  After  it 
is  well  ploughed,  fow  three  buBiels 
of  buck-wheat  per  acre*  in  April  or 
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Mar*  When  In  bloom,  let  year 
cattle  in,  a  few  days,  to  eat  off  the 
i>ed,  and  tread  the  other  down  ; 
this  done,  plough  in  what  remains 
immediately.  This  will  foon  fer¬ 
ment  and  rot  in  the  ground  ;  then 
lay  it  tine,  and  fow  three  bufhels  of 
jrye  per  acre*  If  this  can  be  got  off 
early  enough,  fow  turnips  ;  if  not, 
winter  vetches  to  cut  for  hay.  Then 
ge  t  it  in  good  tilt  h  and  fow  turnip - 
rooted  cabbages,  jn  rows  three  feet 
apart.  This  plant  feldom  fails,  if 
it  has  fufficient  room,  and  the  inter¬ 
vals  be  well  horfe-hoed ;  and  you 
will  find  it  the  belt  fpring-feed  for 
Iheep  when  turnips  are  over. 

The  horfe-hoeing  will  clean  and 
prepare  the  land  for  faintfoin  ;  for 
the  fowing  of  which  I  reckon  April 
the  bed  ieafon.  The  ufual  way  is 
M>  fow  it  broad -cad,  four  bufhels 
to  an  acre  :  but  I  prefer  fowing  it  in 
drills  two  feet  afunder  ;  for  then  it 
may  be  horfe-hoed,  and  half  the 
feed  will  be  fufficient. 

The  horfe-hoeing  will  not  only 
clean  the  crop,  but  earth  up  the 
plants,  and  render  them  more  luxu¬ 
riant  and  lading. 

If  you  fow  it  broad-cad,  give  it  a 
top-dr  effing  in  December  or  Janu¬ 
ary,  of  rotten  dung,  or  allies  ;  or, 
which  I  think  ftill  better,  of  both, 
mixed  up  in  compolt. 

From  varicas  trials,  I  find  that 
taking  only  one  crop  in  a  year,  and 
feeding  the  after-growth,  is  better 
than  to  mow  it  twice.  Cut  it  as 
foon  as  it  is  in  full  bloom,  if  the 
weather  will  permit.  The  hay  will 
be  the  fweeter,  and  the  drength  of 
the  plants  lefs  impaired,  than  if  it 
Hands  till  the  feed  is  formed. 

Light  rich  land,  being  the 
mod  eafy  to  cultivate  to  advantage, 
and  capable  of  bearing  mod  kinds 
«f  grain,  pulfe,  and  herbage. — I 


fhall  fay  little  upon  it.  One  thing 
however  is  very  proper  to  be  ob- 
fervea,  that  fuch  lands  are  the  bed 
adapted  to  the  drill -hufbandry,  ef- 
pecially  where  machines  are  ufed, 
which  require  fhallow  furrows  to  be 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  feed. 
This,  if  not  prone  to  couch -grafs, 
is  the  bed  of  all  foils  for  lucerne  ; 
which,  if  fown  in  two  feet  drills, 
and  kept  clean,  will  yield  an  ado- 
nifhing  quantity  of  the  mod  excel¬ 
lent  herbage.  But  I  am  convinced 
lucerne  will  never  be  cultivated  to 
advantage,  where  couch-grafs  and 
weeds  are  very  plentiful ;  nor  in  the 
broad-cad  method,  even  where  they 
are  not  10  ;  becaufe  horfe-hoeing  is 
effential  to  the  vigoro  us  growth  of 
this  plant. 

5 thly>  Coarfe  rough  land. 
Plough  deep  in  autumn ;  when  it  has 
lain  two  weeks,  crofs-plough  it,  and 
let  it  lie  rough  through  the  winter. 
In  March  give  it  another  good 
ploughing  ;  drag,  rake^  and  harrow 
it  well,  to  get  out  the  rubbifh,  and 
fow  four  bufhels  of  black  oats  per 
acre  if  the  foil  be  wet,  and  white 
pats  if  dry.  When  about  four  inches 
high,  roll  them  well  after  a  fhewer  : 
this  will  break  the  clods  ;  and  the 
fine  mould  falling  among  the  roots 
of  the  plants  will  promote  their 
growth  greatly. 

Some  fow  clover  and  ray  grafs 
among  the  oats,  but  I  think  it  is 
bad  hufbandry.  If  you  defign  it  for 
clover,  fow  it  fingle,  and  let  a  coat 
of  dung  be  laid  on  in  December. 
The  fnow  and  rain  will  then  dilute 
its  falts  and  oil,  and  carry  them 
down  among  the' roots  of  the  plants. 
This  is  far  better  than  mixing  the 
crops  on  fuch  land ;  for  the  oats  will 
exhaud  the  foil  fo  much,  that  the 
clover  will  be  impoverifhed.  The 
following  hummer  you  will  have  a 
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good  crop  of  clover,  which  cut  once, 
and  feed  the  after-growth.  In  the 
winter  plough  it  in,  and  let  it  lie  till 
February  j  then  plough  and  har¬ 
row  it  well  ;  and  in  March,  if  the 
foil  be  moid,  plant  beans  in  drills 
of  three  feet,  to  admit  the  horfe-hoe 
freely.  When  you  horfe-hoe  them 
a  fecond  time,  fow  a  row  of  turnips 
in  each  interval,  and  they  will  luc- 
cecd  very  well.  But  if  the  land  be 
ffrong  enough  for  fowing  wheat  as 
foon  as  the  beans  are  off,  the  turnips 
may  be  omitted. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 

B - S - d,  Herts,  B.  K. 

May  14,  1782. 


Some  of  the  fuperior  Adnj  ant  ages  of  the 
Drill  to  the  Broadcaf  Hujbandry 

pointed  out.  From  the  fame. 

• *  *  .  .  *  . 

a  Gentleman  Farmer  in  Kent.] 

►  ir  J 

Gentlemen, 

SEEING  by  your  advertifements 
in  the  St.  James’s  Chronicle, 
that  the  publifhing  a  fecond  volume 
of  feledl  papers  was  one  of  your  re¬ 
futations,  I  am  induced  to  offer  a 
few  remarks  on  the  Drill-Hufoan- 
dr  y  ;  the  fubdance  at  lead  of  which 
I  fhould  be  happy  to  fee  inferted 
therein,  if  you  think  them  worthy 
your  attention. 

Notwithdanding  the  decided  fu- 
periority  of  the  Drill-Hufbandry  in 
ipany  kinds  of  grain,  pulfe,  and 
grades,  many  farmers  are  dill  ene¬ 
mies  to  it  ;  and  a  dill  greater  num¬ 
ber  are  too  indolent  to  go  one  dep 
cut  of  the  old  beaten  path,  though 
the  advantages  they  might  reap  are 
pbvious, 


This  was  the  cafe  many  years  in 
this  county,  with  refpeft  to  hoeing  of 
turnips :  but  thofe  prejudices  are 
now  generally  overcome ;  and  we 
have  very  few,  if  any,  farmers  du~ 
pid  or  obdinate  enough  to  fow  tur¬ 
nips  without  having  them  twice  well 
hoed. 

Some  reafons  indeed  may  be  urg¬ 
ed  in  favour  of  a  few  perfons  not 
adopting  the  Drill-Hufbandry  ;  be- 
caufe  the  wrarmed  advocates  for  it 
mud  allow,  that  there  are  foils  and 
fituations  wherein  the  broad-cad 
method  is  preferable,  at  lead  in  ma¬ 
ny  cafes.  But  thefe  indances  are 
but  few,  and  ought  not  by  any 
means  to  check  it  in  the  general. 

Drill-Hufbandry  is,  as  a  good 
writer  has  judly  defined  it,  the 
i(  practice  of  a  garden  brought  into 
i(  the  field.”  Every  man  of  the 
lead  reflection  mud  be  fenfible,  that 
the  practice  of  the  garden  is  much 
better  than  that  of  the  field,  only  a 
little  more  expenfive  ;  but  if  (as  is 
the  cafe)  this  extra  expence  be  ge¬ 
nerally  much  more  than  repaid  by 
the  fuperior  goodnefs  and  value  of 
drilled  crops,  it  ought  to  have  no 
weight  in  comparing  the  two  modes 
of  hulbandry. 

In  the  broadcad  method  the  land 
is  often  fown  in  bad  tilth,  and  al¬ 
ways  fcattered  at  random,  fome- 
times  by  very  unfkilful  hands.  In 
drilling,  the  land  mud  be  in  fine 
order ;  the  feed  is  fet  in  trenches 
drawn  regularly,  all  of  nearly  an 
equal  depth,  and  that  depth  fuited 
to  the  nature  of  each  kind  of  feed. 
Thefe  feeds  are  alfo  didributed  at 
proper  didances,  and,  by  being 
equally  and  fpeedily  covered,  are 
protected  from  vermin  and  other  in¬ 
juries  ;  fo  that  the  practice  of  the 
garden  is  here  exactly  introduced 
into  the  held. 

In 
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In  the  broadcaft  method,  the  feed 
falls  in  fome  places  too  thick,  in 
others  too  thin  ;  and,  being  imper¬ 
fectly  covered,  a  part  of  it  is  de¬ 
voured  by  vermin  which  follow  the 
lower  ;  another  part  is  left  expofed 
to  rain  or  froft,  or  to  heats,  which 
greatly  injure  it.  When  harrowed 
in,  a  great  part  of  it  (fmall  feeds 
cfpecially)  is  buried  fo  deep,  that, 
if  the  foil  be  wet,  it  perifhes  before 
it  can  vegetate. 

Again  :  When  thus  fown,  there 
is  no  meddling  with  the  crop  after¬ 
wards,  becaufe  its  growth  is  irre¬ 
gular.  The  foil  cannot  be  broken 
to  give  it  more  nourilhment,  nor  can 
.even  the  weeds  be  deftroyed  without 
much  inconvenience  and  injury. 

But  in  the  Drill-Hufbandry  the 

intervals  between  the  rows,  whe- 

* 

ther  double  or  iingle,  may  be  horfe- 
hoed  ;  and  thereby  nourilhment  may 
repeatedly  be  given  to  the  plants, 
and  the  weeds  almoft  totally  de¬ 
ftroyed. 

The  very  fame  effects  which  dig¬ 
ging  has  upon  young  Ihrubs  and 
trees  in  a  garden,  will  refult  from 
horfe-boeing  in  a  field,  whether  the 
flop  be  corn  or  pulfe  :  for  the  rea- 
fon  of  the  thing  is  the  fame  in  both 
cafes,  and,  being  founded  in  nature 
and  fad,  cannot  ever  fail.  In  dril¬ 
ling,'  no  more  plants  are  raifed  on 
the  foil  than  it  can  well  fupport ;  and 
by  dividing  and  breaking  the  ground 
they  have  the  full  advantage  of  all 
its  fertility. 

The  plough  prepares  the  land  for 
a  crop,  but  gees  no  further  ;  for  in 
the  broadcaff  hufbandry  it  cannot  be 
lifted  :  but  the  crop  receives  greater 
benefit  from  the  tillage  of  the  land 
by  the  horfe-hoe,  while  it  is  grow¬ 
ing,  than  it  could  in  the  preparation. 
No  care  in  tilling  the  land  previous 
to  lowing  can  prevent  weeds  rifing 


with  the  crop  ;  and,  if  thefe  weeds 
be  not  deftroyed  while  the  crop  is 
growing,  they  will  greatly  injure  it. 
In  the  broadcaff:  huibandry  this  can¬ 
not  be  done  ;  but  in  drilling  the 
horfe-hoe  will  effed  it  eafily. 

And  what  adds  to  the  farmer’s 
misfortune  is,  that  the  moft  perni¬ 
cious  weeds  have  feeds  winged  with 
down,  which  are  carried  by  the  wind 
to  great  difiances ;  fuch  are  thirties, 
fowthifiles,  coltsfoot-,  and  fome 
others. 

If  the  expence  of  horfe-hoeing 
be  objeded,  there  are  twvo  anfwers 
which  may  very  properly  be  made  : 
The  firft  is,  that  this  expence  is 
much  lefs  than  that  of  hand-hoeing, 
were  it  practicable,  or  of  hand- 
weedinff.  The  fecond  is,  that  it  is 
more  than  repaid  by  the  quantity  of 
feed  laved  by  drilling  ;  to  fay  no¬ 
thing  of  the  extra  quantity  and  good- 
nefs  of  the  crops,  which  are  gene¬ 
rally  felf-evident. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  found¬ 
ed  on,  and  juftly  drawn  from,  efia- 
blifhcd  fads,  the  comparative  ad¬ 
vantage  is  fo  great  in  favour  of  the 
drill  -  hufbandry,  that  it  mufi  be 
firikingly  vifible  to  every  unpreju-  ‘ 
diced  perfon. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c. 

H.  L. 

R - r,  Feb.  16,  1783. 


Obfer  nations  on  the  heft  Method  of  re « 
ftoring  s worn-out  Soils  ^without 
nure.  From  the  fame . 

[From  a  Gentleman  Farmer  in 
Dorfetlhire.] 

Gentlemen, 

?  I  N  H  E  firft  thing  neceffary  on 
J[  fuch  lands  is,  immediately 
after  harveft,  to  turn  them  up  with 

the 
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the  plough  as  deep  as  pofiible.  In 
order  to  do  this  effectually,  it  will 
fometiraes  be  needful  for  a  Tecond 
plough  to  follow  the  firb  in  the  fame 
furrow  ;  which  will  tlirow  the  mould 
over,  and  bury  the  bubble  and 
weeds.  In  this  cafe  there  will  be  a 
new  foil  uppermob,  which,  being 
frefh  to  the  air,  will  receive  much 
greater  and  more  falling  benefit 
from  the  fun,  the  rain,  and  the  frofts, 
than  it  etherwife  could  do,  as  there¬ 
by  it  will  attradl  a  greater  quantity 
of  the  nutrition  which  thefe  afford. 
The  Hubble  and  weeds,  being  by  this 
method  of  ploughing  buried  deep, 
will  much  fooner  rot  than  when  jub 
covered.  In  this  Hate  the  ridges  will 
lie  high,  and,  if  the  land  be  wet  or 
of  the  brick-earth  kind,  will  be  full 
of  clots  or  large  lumps. 

No  time  Ihould  now  be  lob  bv 

j 

delaying  to  render  this  newly  turned 
up  foil  as  fine  as  harrowing  cap  make 
it.  I  know  in  this  particular  my 
judgment  will  be  called  in  quebion 
by  numbers.  Common  farmers  will 
fay,  “  To  what  purpofe  is  all  this 
et  expence  and  labour,  when,  if  the 
<f  land  be  fuffered  to  lie  in  its  rough 
f<  bate  through  the  winter,  the  frob 
“  and  the  rains  will  do  the  work  for 
,e  you  ?'*  But  this  is  the  language 
of  the  buggard  and  the  inexperi¬ 
enced  hufbandman  only. 

I  am  convinced,  by  repeated  ex¬ 
periments,  clofe  obfervations,  and 
plain  reafoning  on  known  fadls,  that 
lands  which  are  made  fine  before  the 
fliarp  frob  and  winter  rains  come  on, 
will  receive  a  much  greater  fhare  of 
their  influence  than  any  other. 

If  the  land  be  left  in  a  rough  bate, 
there  is  feldom  time  for  the  rains 
and  frob  to  affedl  more  than  the  out- 
fide  of  the  large  clods  or  lumps  ; 
the  outbde  will  indeed  be  pulveri¬ 
zed,  but  the  middle  of  the  lumps. 
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wherever  they  are  large,  will  be 
found  nearly  in  the  fame  hard  biff 
bate  as  when  turned  up  by  the 
plough.  Hence  it  mub  appear  to 
every  one,  that  in  this  cafe  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  air,  winter  rains,  and  frobs, 
on  lands  thus  left,  is  partial  ;  and 
the  confequence  is,  that  harrowing 
it  in  the  fpring,  when  thefe  are 
over,  is  too  late  for  its  receiving  the 
benefit  which  would  have  accrued 
from  them  ;  and  the  power  of  vege¬ 
tation  is  not  fo  vigorous. 

But  to  make  winter  fallows  as  fine 
as  they  can  be  in  autumn,  and  then 
ridge  them  up  in  that  pulverized 
bate,  is  afting  mob  agreeable  to 
nature.  The  greateb  pobible  quan¬ 
tity  of  furface  is  by  this  means  ex- 
pofed  to  the  atmofphere  ;  and  the 
land  is  left  in  a  bate  wherein  the 
rains  and  the  frob  are  mob  eafily  ad- 
milhble.  They  will  then  penetrate 
and  enrich  the  whole  mafs  to  a 
greater  depth. 

If  the  frob  penetrates  a  quantity 
of  earth,  formed  into  a  large  hard 
clod,  partially ,  on  account  of  its 
bulk  and  hardnefs  (which  is  always 
found  to  be  the  cafe)  it  is  evident 
that  the  fame  clod,  broken  into  four 
parts,  would  be  thereby  penetrated 
four  times  as  much ;  or,  in  other 
words,  four  times  the  quantity  of 
earth  would  be  affefted  by  it,  and 
on  a  thaw  be  pulverized.  For  we 
find  that,  after  the  breaking  up  of  a 
fevere  frob,  all  the  final!  clods  crum¬ 
ble  eafily  into  powder  ;  while  the 
large  ones  are  only  made  fmaller 
by  the  crumbling  off  of  their  lur- 
faces  to  a  certain  depth. 

By  this  deep  ploughing  which  I 
have  recommended,  the  worn-out 
foil  being  turned  in,  the  fecond 
bratum  or  frebi  earth  is  now  upper- 
mob  ;  and  having,  by  being  made 
as  fin©  as  it  can  be  in  autumn,  been 

expofed 
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expofed  to  the  air,  the  rain,  and  the 
frod  during  winter,  is  thereby  fweet- 
ened  andcleanfed  of  its  imparities  ; 
and  thus  become  a  new  frefh  ferti¬ 
lized  earth,  in  the  bed  poffible  date 
for  vigorous  vegetation. 

Many  farmers  will  probably  ob¬ 
ject  to  this  method,  on  account  of  its 
being  attended  with  a  little  extra 
expence.  But  X  wifli  them  to  con- 
fider,  fir  ft  ?  that  this  expence  is  more 
in  appearance  than  reality,  for  lefs 
labour  is  requifite  in  the  fpring  ;  and 
fecondly ,  that  it  will  be  amply  repaid 
by  the  goodnefs  of  fucceeding  crops. 

About  feven  years  fince,  I  made  a 
comparative  experiment  of  this  kind 
on  a  field  of  ten  acres,  the  foil  of 
which  was  equal  as  poffible  in  good- 
nefs.  The  one  half  of  this  field  I 
left  after  ploughing  in  its  rough  date, 
the  furface  being  covered  with  large 
hard  clods.  The  other  half  I  made 
as  fine  as  poffible  by  harrowing  with 
ox  harrows,  and  beating  in  pieces 
the  harded  and  larged  clods  which 
the  harrow  would  not  break. 

In  the  fpring,  the  part  I  had  har¬ 
rowed  was  much  finer,  without  any 
additional  labour,  than  I  could  ren¬ 
der  the  other  (which  was  left  in  its 
rough  date)  by  repeated  harrow- 
xngs  ;  for  the  rain,  and  the  frod  hav¬ 
ing  not  penetrated  the  middle  of  the 
large  clods,  they  had  received  no 
benefit  therefrom,  and  were  as  hard 
as  bricks,  being  only  leflened  in 
lize. 

I  fowed  the  whole  field  with  bar¬ 
ley  the  lad  week  in  April,  and  threw 
nine  pounds  of  broad  clo\rer  in  with 
it.  On  harveding  it,  I  kept  the 
crops  feparate:  the  part  left  rough 
produced  twenty-four  bufhels  per 
acre  ;  the  otiler  thirty- one  ;  the 
latter  by  much  the  fined  fample. 
The  crop  of  clover  next  year  was 
equally  in  favour  of  the  method  I 
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am  recommending,  being  heaviei* 
by  near  half  a  ton  per  acre. 

The  extra  expence  on  this  part 
was  only  about  eight  drillings  per 
acre  ;  the  extra  produce  yielded  an 
extra  profit  of  more  than  twenty 
drillings  per  acre. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c. 

A  LANDHOLDER, 


To  p referee  'Turnips  from  Frof,  From 
the  fame, 

[By  a  Gentleman  Farmer.] 

Mr.  Rack, 

N  anfwef  to  your  enquiry,  whe¬ 
ther  we  have  adopted  any  method 
of  prefer  ving  Turnips  from  the  frod ; 
or  for  feeding  cattle  late  in  the 
fpring  ;  and,  if  fo,  what  thofe  me¬ 
thods  were  ?  I  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
that  nothing  of  this  kind  is  yet 
come  into  general  practice  in  this 
county.  With  refpedt  to  preferving 
turnips  from  fuch  fevere  frods  as  we 
had  this  lad  winter,  efpecially  when 
there  has  not  been  fnow  enough  to 
cover  them,  I  believe  it  would  be 
utterly  impracticable,  unlefs  the 
turnips  were  drawn  previous  to  fuch 
frods. 

This  would  on  the  whole  never  an- 
(wer  the  farmer’s  purpofe  ;  as  the 
certain  trouble  and  expence  of  houf- 
ing  or  hacking  them  would  far  ex¬ 
ceed  the  advantage,  even  in  a  hard 
feafon  ;  and,  in  mild  winters,  would 
be  entirely  loft. 

To  preferve  them  for  late  fpring- 
feed,  is  not  fo  difficult  an  undertak¬ 
ing.  Divers  methods  have  been 
tried,  and  among  the  reft  that  of 
drawing  and  burying  them  in  fand  ; 
but  this  has  not  anfwered,  for  the 
following,  among  other,  reafons : 

Turnips  are  a  very  juicy  root ;  and 

although 
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although  fand  be  perfectly  dry  when 
thrown  among  them,  yet,  when 
packed  together  in  large  heaps,  they 
naturally  lweat,  and  communicate  a 
moidure,  which,  with  the  hot  quality 
of  the  land,  railes  a  dill  greater  heat; 
and  as  warmth  and  moidure  are  two 
qualities  which  greatly  promote  ve¬ 
getation,  the  vegetation  of  thefe 
roots  is  the  fi/ft  thing  that  renders 
them  ufelefs.  They  will  grow  till 
the  growing  quality  is  exhauifed ; 
and  then,  by  putrifying,  become 
quite  unfit  for  food. 

The  bed  method  of  preferving 
them  that  I  have  heard  of,  and  which 
has  been  tried  with  fuccefs  by  fome 
of  our  bed  farmers,  is,  to  dackthem 
up  in  dry  draw  ;  a  load  of  which  is 
fufficient  to  preferve  forty  tons  of 
turnips.  The  method  is  eafy,  and 
as  follows  : 

After  drawing  your  turnips  in  Fe¬ 
bruary,  cut  off  the  tops  and  tap  roots 
(which  may  be  given  to  fheep)  and 
let  them  lie  a  few  days  in  the  held, 
as  no  weather  will  then  hurt  them. 

Then,  on  a  layer  of  draw  next 
the  ground,  place  a  layer  of  turnips 
two  feet  thick  ;  and  then  another 
layer  of  draw,  and  fo  on  alternate¬ 
ly,  till  you  have  brought  the  heap  to 
a  point.  Care  mud  be  taken  to  turn 
up  the  edges  of  the  layers  of  draw, 
to  prevent  the  turnips  from  rolling 
out  ;  cover  the  top  well  with  long 
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draw,  and  it  will  ferve  as  a  thatch 
for  the  whole. 

In  this  method,  as  the  draw  im¬ 
bibes  the  moidure  exhaled  from  the: 
roots,  all  vegetation  will  be  pre¬ 
vented,  and  the  turnips  will  be  near¬ 
ly  as  good  in  May  as  when  £rd 
drawn  from  the  held.  If  draw  be 
fcarce,  old  haulm  or  dubble  will 
anfwer  the  fame  purpofe. 

But,  to  prevent  this  trouble  and 
expence,  perhaps  farmers  in  all  coun¬ 
ties  would  find  it  mod  to  their  in- 
tered  to  adopt  the  method  ufed  by 
our  neighbours  the  Norfolk  farmers, 
which  is,  to  continue  fowing  turnips 
to  the  latter  end  of  Augud;  by  which 
means  their  late  crops  remain  good 
in  tjhe  field  till  the  latter  end  of 
April,  and  often  till  the  middle  of 
May. 

The  advantages  of  having  turnips 
good  till  the  fpring-feed  is  generally 
ready,  are  fo  obvious  and.  fo  great, 
that  many  of  our  farmers  (although 
at  fird  prejudiced  againd  the  prac¬ 
tice)  are  now  come  into  it,  and  find 
their  account  in  fo  doing. 

I  vvifh  thefe  few  hints  may  prove 
in  any  degree  ufeful ;  and  am,  wifti- 
ing  all  poffible  fuccefs  to  the  Bath 
Society, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 
Suffolk,  ‘  W.  T.  , 

March  1,  1780. 
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Extra  Sis  from  Obfer  mat  ions  on  the 
PraSHce  of  Archery  in  England. 
hi  a  Letter  to  the  Rem.  Mr.  Nor¬ 
ris,  Secretary.  By  the  Honourable 
Dairies  Barrington.  From  Vcl. 
VII.  of  the  Archaelogia ,  or  Mis¬ 
cellaneous  Vr acts  relating  to  Anti- 
auities  :  publijhed  by  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries  of  London . 

Dear  Sir, 

AS  fome  of  our  mod:  fignai  vic¬ 
tories  in  former  centuries 
were  chiefly  attributed  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  Archers,  it  may  not  be  unin- 
terefcing  to  the  Society  if  I  lay 
before  them  what  I  have  been  able 
to  glean  with  regard  to  the  -more 
fiouridiing  date  of  our  bowmen, 
till  their  prefent  almod  annihila¬ 
tion. 

This  fraternity  is  to  this  day 
called  the  Artillery  company,  which 
is  a  French  term  lignifying  archery, 
as  the  king’s  bowyer  is  in  that  lan¬ 
guage  dyled  artillier  du  roy  ;  and  we 
feem  to  have  learnt  this  method  of 


annoying  the  enemy  from  that 
nation  *,  at  lead  with  a  crofs- 
bow  f . 

We  therefore  find  that  William 
the  Conqueror  had  a  condderable 
number  of  bowmen  in  his  army  at 
the  battle  of  Hadings,  when  no 
mention  is  made  of  fuch  troops  on 
the  fide  of  Elarold.  I  have  upon 
this  occa.fi on  made  ufe  of  the  term 
bom: man,  though  I  rather  conceive 
that  thefe  Norman  archers  {hot 
with  the  Arbaled  (or  crofs-bow)  in. 
which  formerly  the  arrow  was  plac¬ 
ed  in  a  groove  \  being  termed '  in 
French  a  quadrel,  and  in  Engliih  a 
bolt 

Though  I  have  taken  fome  pains 
to  dnd  out  when  the  {hooting  with 
the  long  bow  fird  began  with  us, 
at  which  exercife  we  afterwards 
became  fo  expert,  I  profefs  that 
I  -  cannot  meet  with  any  podtive 
proofs,  and  mud  therefore  date 
fuch  grounds  for  conjecture  as  have 
occurred. 

Our  chroniclers  do  not  mention 


*  The  term  of  butt,  or  mound  of  earth  on  which  the  marks  are  fixed,  is  like- 
wife  French. 

f  By  the  late  publication  of  Domefday,  it  appears  that  Balifarius  was  a  mod 
common  addition  to  Engliih  names,  but  I  have  not  happened  to  meet  with  that 
of  Arcitenens.  See  in  Suffolk,  Warwickfhire,  Gloucefterfhire,  and  fome  more 
counties.  In  the  Bayeux  tapedry  indeed  the  Normans  are  reprefented  as  draw¬ 
ing  the  long  bow ;  but  it  is  conceived  that  this  arras  was  woven  many  centuries 
after  the  Norman  invafion,  and  when  that  weapon  was  ufed  in  France. 

|  Hence  the  term,  l  have  J hot  my  bolt.  This  fort  of  arrow  is  now  chiefly 
ufed  in  Norfolk,  where  it  is  ufeful  in  {hooting  rabbits,  which  do  not  take  a  gene¬ 
ral  alarm,  as  upon  firing  a  gun. 

Fitz-Stevens,  who  wrote  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  fays  that  the  Lon¬ 
don  fkaters  moved  fader  than  tclum  balifle\  which  feems  to  prove  that  the  crofs- 
bow  was  mofl  commonly,  ufed  at  that  time, 

I 
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the  ufe  of  archery,  as  exprefsly  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  crofs  or  long  bow, 
till  the  death  of  Richard  the  Firft, 
who  was  killed  by  an  arrow  at  the 
fiege  of  Limoges  in  Guienne,  which 
Hemminglord  mentions  to  have  if- 
fued  from  a  crofs-bow  * * * §.  Joinville 
likewife  (in  his  life  of  St.  Lewis) 
always  fpeaks  of  the  chriftian  balif- 
tarii. 

After  this  death  of  Richard  the 
Firft  in  1199,  I  have  not  happened 
to  ftumble  upon  any  paftages  al¬ 
luding  to  archery  for  nearly  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ;  when  an 
order  was  iftued  by  Edward  the 
Third,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his 
reign  f ,  to  the  fherives  of  moft  of 
the  Englilh  counties  for  providing 
five  hundred  white  bows,  and  five 
hundred  bundles  J  of  arrows,  for 
the  then  intended  war  againft 
France. 

Similar  orders  are  repeated  in  the 
following  years  ;  with  this  difference 
only,  that  the  fheriff  of  Gloucef- 
terfhire  is  directed  to  furnifh  five 
hundred  painted  bows,  as  well  as 
the  fame  number  of  white  §. 


The  famous  battle  of  Creftey  was 
fought  four  years  afterwards,  in 
which  our  chroniclers  ftate  that  we 
had  two  thoufand  archers,  who  were 
oppofed  to  about  the  fame  number 
of  the  French  ;  together  with  a  cir- 
cumftance,  which  feems  to  prove 
that  by  this  time  we  ufed  the  long¬ 
bow,  whilft  the  French  archers  fhot 
with  the  arbaleft. 

Previous  to  this  engagement  fell 
a  very  heavy  rain,  which  is  faid  to 
have  much  damaged  the  bows  of  the 
French,  or  perhaps  rather  the  firings 
of  them.  Now  our  long-bow  (when 
unftrung)  may  be  moft  conveniently 
covered,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  rain’s 
injuring  it,  nor  is  there  fcarcely  any 
addition  to  the  weight  from  fuch  a 
cafe  ;  whereas  the  arbaleft  is  of  a 
moft  inconvenient  form  to  be  fhel- 
tered  from  the  weather. 

As  therefore,  in  the  year  1 342, 
orders  iftued  to  the  fherives  of  each 
county  to  provide  five  hundred  bows, 
with  a  proper  proportion  of  ar¬ 
rows,  I  cannot  but  infer  that  thefe 
were  long-bows,  and  not  the  arba¬ 
left. 


*  Du  Cange  cites  Guiaft,  an  ancient  French  poet,  for  the  fame  fa£l ;  and  Vine- 
fa1,  if  mentions  that  this  king  killed  many  Turks  with  his  pwn  crofs-bow,  1.  3. 
c.  11.  It  is  not  from  theie  facts  prefumed  that  neither  Englilh  or  French  ever 
ufed  any  fort  of  long  bow  at  this  period,  but  only  that  it  did  not  prevail  fo 
much  as  to  train  the  archers  in  companies,  in  the  manner  that  the  Arbalefters 
were  difeiplined.  It  is  not  ftated  from  what  bow  the  arrow  iftued  which  killed 
William  Rufus. — In  Shakefpear’s  time  deer  were  killed  by  the  crofs-bow.  bee 
Hen.  VI. 

f  A.  D.  1347  .  See  Rymer. — Before  this,  Froiffart  mentions  four  thoufand 
Englilh  archers  in  1327,  and  two  thoufand  at  the  battle  of  Cayent  in  1337. 

J  Garbas ,  which  Du  Cange  Ihews  to  have  confifted,  at  a  medium,  of  twenty- 
four  arrows.  By  another  order  (in  Rymer)  it  appears  that  the  white  bov/s  were 
fix  pence  cheaper  than  the  painted  ones. 

§  The  painted  bows  were  confidered  probably  as  fmarter  by  this  military 
corps,  and  poflibly  this  covering  might  contribute  to  duration  alfo.  As  for  the 
white  bows,  it  lhould  feem  that  they  were  not  made  of  yew,  which  is  rather  of 
a  reddilh  brown,  nor  could  the  Ihcriff  well  have  found  a  fufficient  quantity ’’bf 
this  material  in  his  county.  We  find  indeed,  by  fubfequent  ftatutes,  that  yew  was 
imported  forthis  purpofe  at  a  very  high  price.  For  thefe  orders  to  the  fherives  fee 
Rymer,  A.  D.  1342  and  1343. 

Vol.  XXVII.  F  -  We 
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We  are  ftill  in  the  dark  indeed 
when  the  former  weapon  was  firft: 
introduced  by  our  anceftors  $  but  I 
will  venture  to  Ihoot  my  bolt  in  this 
obfcurity,  whether  it  may  be  well 
directed  or  not,  as  poffibly  it  may 
produce  a  better  conjecture  from 
others. 

Edward  the  Firft  is  known  to  have 
ferved  in  the  holy  wars,  where  he 
muft  have  feen  the  effeft  of  archery 
from  a  long-bow  *  to  be  much  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  the  arbaleft ;  in 
the  ufe  of  which  the  Italian  ftates, 
and  particularly  the  Genoefe,  had 
always  been  diftinguifhed  f. 

This  circumftance  would  appear 
to  me  very  decifive,  that  we  owe 
the  introduction  of  the  long-bow  to 
this  king  f,  was  it  not  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  bows  of  the  Afia- 
tics  (though  differing  totally  from 
the  arbaleft)  were  yet  rather  unlike 
to  our  long-bows  in  point  of 
form  §. 

This  objedtion  therefore  muft  be 
admitted  ;  but  ftill  poffibly,  as  the 
Afiatic  bows  were  more  powerful 
than  the  arbaleft,  fome  of  our  Eng- 
lifti  crufaders  might  have  fubftituted 
our  long-bows  in  the  room  of  the 
Afiatic  ones,  in  the  fame  manner 
that  improvements  are  frequently 
made  in  our  prefent  artillery.  We 


might  confequently,  before  the  bat^ 
tie  of  Creffey,  have  had  fuch  a  fuffi 
iicieiit  number  of  troops  trained  to 
the  long-bow  as  to  be  decifive 
in  our  favour,  as  they  were  af¬ 
terwards  at  PoiCtiers  and  Agin- 
court  jj. 

The  battle  of  PoiCtiers  was  fought 
A.  D.  1356,  four  years  after  which 
a  peace  took  place  between  England 
and  France. 

When  treaties  are  concluded,  it 
generally  happens  that  both  nations 
are  heartily  tired  of  the  war,  and 
they  commonly  are  apt  to  fuppofe 
that  no  freih  rupture  will  happen 
for  a  conliderable  time  ;  whence  fol¬ 
lows  the  difufe  of  military  exer- 
cifes,  efpecially  in  troops  which 
were  immediately  difbanded  upon 
the  ceffation  of  hoftilities,  and 
the  officers  of  which  had  no  half- 
pay. 

We  find,  accordingly,  that  in  the 
year  1363  Edward  the  Third  was 
obliged  to  iffue  an  order  forbidding 
many  rural  fports  q[,  and  enjoining 
the  ufe  of  archery  ;  which,  even  in 
the  fpace  of  four  years,  had  begun  to 
be  negle&ed  :  this  order  was  again 
repeated  in  1365. 

The  Black  Prince  died  in  1373, 
and  Edward  furvived  him  but  four 
years ;  we  cannot  therefore  expect 


*  It  appears  by  Procopius  that  the  Perfians  ufed  a  bow  which  was  drawn  in 
the  fame  manner  that  is  ufed  by  our  archers :  e'hnsrai  h  avroi;  wapa,  ro  y.troo’nov 

M  nvptt,  'UTa.p'  avro  fxctXtcrra  rm  aTsiy,  ro  L.  i. 

In  1373  a  French  ordonance  makes  mention  of  Genoefe  arbaleftiers,  as  be¬ 
ing  in  their  fervice. 

J  I  hope  to  have  proved,  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Archaeologia,  that  the 
magnificent  caftles  built  by  Edward  the  Firft  were  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the 
Holy  Land. 

§  Our  long-bow  alfo  differs  materially  from  Diana’s  or  Cupid’s  bow,  as  well 
•s  from  thofe  of  the  Daci  on  the  Trajan  and  Antonine  columns.  It  is  likewife 
galled,  in  feveral  ancient  ftffiutes,  the  Englijh  bonv. 

(j  In  both  thefe  battles  the  archers  of  England  deftroyed  the  French  cavalry, 
and  in  the  latter  are  faid  to  have  drawn  arrows  a  yard  long. 

As  t(  ja<5his  lapidum,  lignorum,  ferri,  pilam  manualem,  pedivam,  etbacu- 
farem,  wnibucam,  et  gallorum  puguam.’V-See  Rymer,  A,  D.  1363;. 

z  any 
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any  further  regulations  for  promot¬ 
ing  archery,  after  the  lait  order 
which  I  have  Hated,  and  which 
ifl'ued  in  1363.  During  the  fix 
firfi  years  of  this  interval,  the 
Prince  of  Wales  was  in  foreign 
parts,  and  the  whole  ten  were  the 
dregs  of  Edward’s  life. 

Richard  the  Second,  who  fuc- 
ceeded,  is  well  known  to  have  little 
attended  to  the  cares  of  govern* 
ment ;  in  the  fifteenth  year,  howe¬ 
ver,  of  his  reign  (A. D.  1392),  he 
iflued  an  order,  directing  all  the 
fervants  of  his  houfehold  never  to 
travel  without  bows  and  arrows,  and 
to  take  every  opportunity  of  ufing 
this  exercife  *  ;  which  injunction 
feems  to  prove,  that  it  had,  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  reign,  been 
much  negleCied. 

Henry  the  Fourth,  though  of  a 
more  warlike  difpofition,  feems  to 
have  done  little  more  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  archery  than  his 
predecefTor ;  as  the  only  flatute  of 
his  reign  which  relates  to  this  head, 
goes  no  further  than  obliging  the 
arrowfmiths  to  point  their  arrows 
better  than  they  had  hitherto  done. 

The  wars  during  his  reign  were 
indeed  confined  to  this  country  ;  but 
the  ufe  of  archers  feems  to  have 
been  well  known,  as  the  duke  of 


Exeter,  at  the  beginning  of  hia 
rebellion,  entertained  a  confidera- 
ble  band  of  them  -f.  Fourfcore 
archers  are  faid  alfo  to  have  contri¬ 
buted  greatly  to  a  victory  of  this 
fame  king  over  a  large  body  of  re¬ 
bels  at  Cirencefter,  fome  of  which 
feem  to  have  been  of  an  Amazonian 
difpofition  ;  as  his  majefty  attributes 
this  fuccefs  to  the  good  women,  as 
well  as  men,  of  this  town  ;  and  for 
thefe  their  fervices  grants  them  an¬ 
nually  fix  bucks  and  a  hogfhead  of 
wine  J. 

I  do  not  find  any  aCl  of  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Henry  the  Fifth  in  relation, 
to  this  exercife  ;  and  all  the  orders 
in  Rymer,  till  the  battle  of  Agin- 
court,  relate  to  great  guns,  from 
which  he  feems  at  firft  to  have  ex¬ 
pected  more  confiderable  advan¬ 
tage  than  from  the  training  of  bow¬ 
men  ||. 

It  fhould  feem,  however,  that 
this  fort  of  artillery,  from  its  un- 
wieldinefs,  bad  and  narrow  roads, 
together  with  other  defeCts,  was  as 
yet  but  of  little  ufe  in  military  ope¬ 
rations.  In  the  year  1417  this  king 
therefore  afcribes  his  victory  at 
Agincourt  to  the  archers ;  and  di¬ 
rects  the  fherives  of  many  counties 
to  pluck  from  every  goofe  §  fix  wing 
feathers,  for  the  purpofe  of  improv- 


*  See  Rymer’s  Feed.  A.  D.  1392 _ In  the  twelfth  year  indeed  of  this  king’s 

reign,  an  aCt  pafl’cd  to  oblige  fervants  to  fhoot  with  bows  and  arrows  on  holi¬ 
days  and  Sundays. --See  Rafted’ s  Statutes. 

By  the  6  Hen.  VIII.  c.  2.  all  male  fervants  rauft  provide  themfelves  with  one 
bow,  and  four  arrows  j  which  their  mafter  is  to  pay  for,  by  Hopping  it  out  of 
their  wages. 

•f  See  Grafton,  who  informs  us  alfo  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  wounded 
in  the  face  by  an  arrow  at  the  battle  of  Shrewlbury. 

X  See  Rymer’s  Feed.  A.  D.  1400. 

jj  See  an  order,  “  De  equis  pro  cariagio  gunnorum  regis  capiendis,”  (t  Pro 
operationibus  ingeniorum,”  et  “  De  non  tranfmittendo  gunpoudre  verfus  partes 
exteras,”  A.  D.  1413. 

§  “  Praeter  aucas  brodoges,”  which  pofiibly  means  geefe  that  were  fitting,  cC 
taking  care  of  their  goflings  $  we  now  fay  brooding. 

f  a  ifig 
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ing  arrows  which  are  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  king  f . 

A  Similar  order  again  iilues  to  the 
Iherives  in  the  following  year,  viz. 
1418. 

In  1421,  though  the  French  had 
been  defeated  both  at  Creffey, 
Poidliers,  and  Agincourt  by  the 
Englifh  archers,  yet  they  hill  con¬ 
tinued  the  ufe  of  the  crofs-bow  ;  for 
which  reafon  Henry  the  Fifth,  as 
duke  of  Normandy,  confirms  the 
charters  and  privileges  of  the  ba- 
lillarii,  which  had  been  lonp-  efta- 
blilhed  as  a  fraternity  in  his  city  of 
Rouen  f. 

During  the  long  reign  of  Henry 
the  Sixth,  I  do  not  meet  with  any 
flatute  or  proclamation  concerning 
archery ;  which  may  be  well  ac¬ 
counted  for  whiift  this  king  was 
under  age,  or  the  weaknefs  of  mind 
which  enfued,  as  far  at  leaf  as  re¬ 
lates  to  his  perfonal  interference  in 
this  matter  :  but  it  is  rather  extra¬ 
ordinary  that  his  uncles  ihould  not 
have  enjoined  this  exercife,  as  they 
were  fo  long  engaged  in  wars  with 
France  ;  the  lofs  of  which  kingdom 
may  be  perhaps  attributed  to  this 
negledl. 

It  was  necefTary  for  Edward  the 
Fourth,  who  fucceeded,  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  again#  the  Lancaitrians  ;  and 
yet  we  find  much  earlier  Statutes' for' 


the  promotion  of  archery  in  Ire*? 
land  §  than  in  England,,  which 
was  more  likely  to  become  the  fcene 
of  civil  war. 

In  the  fifth  year,  therefore,  of  his 
reign,  an  aft  palled,  that  every 
Engliffonan,  and  Iriihman  dwelling 
with  Englifhmen,  fhall  have  an 
Englifh  bow  of  his  own  height, 
which  is  directed  to  be  made  of 
yew,  wych,  hazel,  afh,  or  aw- 
burne  ||,  or  any  other  reasonable 
tree,  according  to  their  power.  The 
the  next  chapter  aifo  directs  that 
butts  fhall  be  made  in  every  town- 
fhip,  which  the  inhabitants  are  ob¬ 
liged  to  fhoot  up  and  down  every 
feaft  day,  under  the  penalty  of  a 
halfpenny  when  they  fhall  omit 
this  exercife  «([. 

In  the  fourteenth  year  however  of 
this  fame  king,  it  appears,  by  Ry¬ 
mer’s  Fcedera,  that  one  thoufand 
archers  were  to  be  fent  to  the  duke 
of  Burgundy,  whofe  pay  is  fettled 
at  lix  pence  a  day ;  which  is  more 
than  a  common  foldier  receives  clear 
in  the  prefent  times,  when  provi¬ 
sions  are  fo  much  dearer,  and  the 
value  of  money  is  fo  much  decreaf- 
ed.  This  circum fiance  feents  to 
prove,  very  ftrongly,  the  great 
eftimation  in  which  archers  were 
ftill  held.  In  the  fame  year,  Ed¬ 
ward,  preparing  for  a  war  with 


%  ie  Magis  congruas  et  competentes.” 

t  I  am  told  by  an  arrow-maker  that  thefe  fix  feathers  fhould  confilt  of  the 
fecond,  third,  and  fourth  of  each  wing.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  his  majefty 
was  not  very  munificent  in  paying  for  thefe  feathers,  as  in  the  year  1417  there 
was  little  or  no  demand  for  pens,  to  which  ufe  at  prefent  they  are  almoit  folely 
applied.  See  Rymer’s  Foed.  A.  D.  1417. 

F  See  Rymer’s  Feeder  a. 

§  The  Englifh  ftatutes  of  Edward  IV.  to  this  purpofe  are  thofe  of  the  feven- 
teenth,  ch.  3,  and  twenty-fecond,  ch.  4,  of  the  fame  king  $  in  the  preamble  to  the 
firft  of  which  it  is  faid,  cc  that  the  defence  of  this  land  was  much  by  archers 
land  in  the  fecond,  te  that  vidtorious  adls  have  been  accomplifhed  by  archers.” 

j|  Alder  probably. 

^  See  the  collection  of  Irifh  ftatutes,  Dublin,  1723,, 


France,, 
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France,  direds  the  fherives  to  pro¬ 
cure  bows  and  arrows,  f<  as  moll 
ipecially  requisite  and  necelTary 

As  bows  and  arrows  were  how¬ 
ever  finally  difufed  by  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  fire-arms,  it  becomes  ne- 
cefiary,  in  this  inveiligation,  to 
take  fome  Ihort  notice  of  what  may 
relate  to  ordnance,  or  mufquetrv  ; 
and  that  Edward  foon  afterwards 
direds  all  workmen  who  might  be 
ufeful  for  artillery  (as  we  fhould  now 
term  it)  to  be  preferred  f .  On 
the  war  taking  place  with  Scotland, 
eight  years  after  this,  Edward 
provides  both  ordnance  and  archers ; 
fo  that,  though  the  ufe  of  artillery 
was  now  gaining  ground,  yet  that 
of  the  bow  and  arrow  was  not  neg- 
leded. 

The  fucceeding  reign  of  Richard 
the  Third  opens  with  a  fimilar  lla- 
tute  to  that  of  Edward  the  Fourth; 
but  direds  that  all  Venetian  fbips  f 
ihall,  with  every  butt  of  Malmfey 
or  Tyre  §,  import  ten  bowftaves ; 
as  the  price  had  rifen  from  forty 
fir  tilings  to  eight  pounds  a  hundred. 

By  this  attention  to  archery,  he 


was  able  to  fend  one  thoufand  bow¬ 
men  to  the  duke  of  Bretagne  in 
the  year  following  jj  ;  and  availed 
himfelf  of  the  fame  troops  at  the 
battle  of  Bofworth  q[. 

I  do  not  find  a  fingle  order  of 
Henry  VII.  (in  Rymer’s  Foedera) 
relative  to  gunpowder  or  artillery  ; 
whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  in  1488 
he  direds ’h  Targe  levy  of  archers 
to  be  feifTTo’  Brittany,  and  that 
they  (hall  be  reviewed  before  they 
embark.  In  the  nineteenth  year  of 
his  reign,  this  fame  king  **  for¬ 
bids  the  ufe  of  the  crofs-bow,  be- 
caufe  “  the  long-bow  had  been 
“  much  ufed  in  this  realm,  where - 
“  by  honour  and  vidory  had  been 

gotten  again!!  outward  enemies, 
<c  the  realm  greatly  defended,  and 
<c  much  more  the  dread  of  all 
*{  Chriltian  princes  byreafon  of  the 
<f  fame  ff 

During  the  long  reign  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  no  royal  order  ilfued 
which  relates  to  archery ;  but 
there  are  feveral  ftatutes  which 
fate  the  necelfity  of  reviving  this 
martial  exercife  Edward  the 


*  See  Rymer.  f  Ibid. 

J  As  alio  from  other  neighbouring  ports  of  the  Mediterranean.  It  is  believed 
that  there  is  coniiderable  quantity  of  yew  to  be  procured  in  Dalmatia,  which  lies 
<m  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Adriatic,  and  almoft  oppofite  to  Venice.  We  were 
obliged  to  import  foreign  yew,  as  I  do  not  recoiled  to  have  leen  this  tree  in  any 
part  ot  England,  with  the  appearance  of  its  being  indigenous. 

•  §  i'hele  wines  came  chiefly  from  Crete,  which  at  this  time  belonged  to  the 
Venetians.  See  7  Hen.  VII.  c.  7. 

||  See  Rymer’s  Foed. 

ff[  Arr  ows  were  found  on  this  field  of  battle  not  many  years  fince. 

*'*  Henry  VII.  is  drawn  as  fliooting  at  butts. — Strat,  Vol.  II. 

ft  See  Raltell's  Statutes,  19  Hen.  VII.  c.  4. 

Viz.  3  Hen.  VIII.  c.  3.  which  direds  that  every  father  fhould  provide  a  bow 
and  two  arrows  for  his  fon,  when  he  Ihall  be  feven  years  old. — 6  Hen.  VIII. 
c.  3.  by  which  every  one  (except  the  clergy  an  cl  judges)  are  obliged  to  ihoot 
at  butts. — 6  Hen.  VIII.  c.  13.  chiefly  levelled  againll  the  ufe  of  crofs-bows.— - 
25  Hen.  VIII.  c.  17.  which  infiids  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds  if  a  crofs-bow 
is  found  in  the  houfe, — 33  Hen.  VIII.  c,  9.  which  recites  the  great  price 
of  yew  bows  [made  of  Elke  (*)  yew],  and  reduces  it  to  three  Ihillings  and  four 
pence. 

(*)  I  rather  conceive  that  this  jfhould  be  Elbe,  as  3  Eliz.  c.  14.  mentions  bow-ftaves  to 
fee  imported  from  the  Hanfo  towns. 

F  3  Sixth 
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Sixth  ufed  to  fhoot  himfelf  with  a 
$>ow  * * * §. 

In  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
the  ftatute&  of  Henry  the  Eighth 
for  the  promotion  of  archery  are 
much  commended,  with  directions 
to  enforce  them  f . 

The  8  Eliz.  c.  io.  regulates  the 
price  of  bows ;  and  the  13  Eliz. 
c.  14.  enaCts  that  bow  haves  fhall 
be  brought  into  the  realm  from  the 
Hanfe  towns  and  the  eailward  ;  fo 
that  archery  hill  continued  to  be 
an  cbjed  of  attention  in  the  legif- 
lature. 

I  find  neither  ftatute  nor  procla¬ 
mation  of  James  the  Firfl  on  this 
head  ;  but  it  appears  by  Dr.  Birch’s 
Life  of  his  fon  (prince  Henry) 
that  at  eight  years  of  age  he  learn¬ 
ed  to  fhoot  both  with  the  bow  and 
gun  ;  whilft  at  the  fame  time  this 
prince  had  in  his  eftablifhment 
an  officer  who  was  ftyled  bow- 
bearer. 

To  the  befl  of  my  recollection 
alfo,  though  I  cannot  at  prefent 
refer  to  my  authority,  this  king 
granted  a  fecond  charter  to  the  Ar¬ 
tillery  Company,  by  which  the 
powers  they  had  received  from 
Henry  the  Eighth  were  confidera- 
bly  extended. 

Charles  the  Firfl  feems,  from 


the  dedication  of  a  treatife  inti- 
tied  “  The  Bowman’s  Glory,”  to 
have  been  himfelf  an  archer  J  ; 
and  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign 
he  ifiued  a  commiflion  to  the  Chan¬ 
cellor,  Lord  Mayor,  andfeveral  of 
the  privy  council,  to  prevent  the 
fields  near  London  being  fo  in- 
clofed  §  as  to  interrupt  the  ne- 
f{  ceffary  and  profitable  exercife  of 
“  fhooting  as  alfo  to  lower  the 
mounds,  where  they  prevented  the 
view  from  one  mark  to  ano¬ 
ther. 

The  fame  commiffion  diredts  that 
bridges  fhould  be  thrown  over  the 
dikes,  and  that  all  fhooting  marks 
which  had  been  removed  fhould 
be  reftored  |j.  A 

Charles  the  Firfl  likewife  ifiued 
two  proclamations  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  archery,  the  laft  of  which 
recommends  the  ufe  of  the  bow 
and  pike  together 

Catherine  of  Portugal  (queen  to 
Charles  the  Second)  feems  to  have 
been  much  pleafed  with  the  fight 
at  leail  of  this  exercife ;  for  in 
1676,  by  the  contributions  of  Sir 
Edward  Hungerford  and  others,  a 
filver  badge  for  the  marfhal  of  the 
fraternity  was  made,  weighing 
twenty-five  ounces,  and  reprefent- 
ing  an  archer  drawing  the  long- 


*  See  his  own  MS.  Journal  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

T  See  4  and  5  Ph.  and  M.  c.  Raftell. 

j  It  hath  been  before  obferved  that  his  elder  brother  prince  Henry  was  fo.— See 
alfo  Baker’s  Chronicle. 

§  In  the  fifth  year  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  fuch  inclofares  were  levelled  by  an 
infurre&ion  of  the  archers. — See  Grafton’s  Chronicle. 

1|  Under  thefe  laft  claufes,  a  cow-keeper  named  Pitfield  was,  fo  late  as  374 6, 
obliged  to  renew  one  of  thefe  marks,  on  which  the  Artillery  Company  cut  the 
following  infcription,  viz.  Pitfield' s  Repentance.  I  am  informed  alfo  that  Mr. 
Scott  (the  great  brick-maker)  hath  been  under  the  neceffity  of  making  his 
fubmiffion.— I  mean  to  annex  a  plan  of  thefe  fhooting  marks  in  the  Finlbury 
Fields. 

See  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  in  the  years  1631  and  1633.  In  the  latter,  Charles 
grants  the  office  of  bow-bearer  in  Sherwood  foreft. 
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bow  (in  the  proper  manner)  to  his 
ear,  with  the  following  infcription  : 
Regina;  Catherines  Sagittarii .  The 
fupporters  are  two  bow-men,  with 
the  arms  of  England  and  Portu¬ 
gal. 

In  1682  there  was  a  moll  magni¬ 
ficent  cavalcade  and  entertainment 
given  by  the  Finfbury  archers  * * * §, 
when  they  bellowed  the  titles  of 
duke  of  Shoreditch,  marquis  of 
©f  Illington,  See.  upon  the  moll 


deferving.  Charles  the  Second 
was  prefent  upon  this  occafion,  but 
the  day  being  rainy,  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  foon  to  leave  the  field. 

I  do  not  find  any  thing  relative 
to  the  Hate  of  archery  during  the 
ihort  reign  of  James  the  Second  ; 
but  it  continued  after  this  to  be 
ufed  for  a  manly  exercife,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  following  epitaph 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  Clerkenwelj 
Church,  which  is  Hill  very  legible® 


Sir  William  Wood  lies  very  near  this  Hone, 

In ’s  time  of  archery  excell’d  by  none  ; 

Few  were  his  equals,  and  this  noble  art 
Hath  fuffer’d  now  in  the  moll  tender  part. 

Long  did  he  live  the  honour  of  the  bow. 

And  his  long  life  to  that  alone  did  owe  ; 

But  how  can  art  fecure,  or  what  can  fave. 

Extreme  old  age  from  an  appointed  grave  ? 

Surviving  archers  much  his  lofs  lament. 

And  in  refpeft  bellow’d  this  monument. 

Where  <1 vhijlling  arrows  f  did  his  worth  proclaim. 

And  eternize  his  memory  and  name. 

Obiit  Sept.  4.  A.  D,  1691.  ast.  82. 


There  is  a  very  good  portrait  of 
this  famous  archer,  belonging  to 
the  Artillery  Company,  at  a  pub- 
lic-houfe  which  looks  into  the  Ar¬ 
tillery  ground  J. 

Archery  however  did  not  entire¬ 
ly  die  with  Sir  William  Wood  ; 
for  in  1696  a  widow  (named  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Shakerley  §)  left  by  her 
will  thirty- five  pounds  to  be  dif- 
tributed  in  prizes  to  this  fraternity. 


Poffibly  fhe  had  attended  the  Finf- 
bury  archers,  from  the  fame  curi- 
ofity  which  Ovid  aferibes  to  Pene¬ 
lope  || . 

In  the  fucceeding  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  'I  have  been  informed  by 
general  Oglethorpe,  that,  together 
with  the  duke  of  Rutland,  and  fe- 
veral  others  of  conliderable  rank,  he 
ufed  frequently  to  fhoot  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  London.  I  do  not  pre« 


*  See  the  Art  of  Archery,  by  Gervas  Markham.  1634..  nmo. 

•f  Thefe  arrows  are  Hill  fometimes  ufed,  the  horn  work  being  hollow,  as 
alfo  filled  with  holes  :  the  air  pafiing  through  thefe  arrows,  makes  a  whiftling 
both  in  the  afeent  and  defeent.  They  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  ufed  by  the 
piquet  guards,  to  give  notice  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy’s  approach  during  the 
night. 

f  The  Blue  Anchor,  Bunhill  Row. 

§  See  MS.  penes  the  Artillery  Company, 
fl  Penelope  juvenum  vires  tentabat  in  arcu, 

Qui  latus  argueret  corneus  arcus  erat. 

F  4  fcme 
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fume  to  guefs  the  General’s  age; 
but  he  muft  be  advanced  in  years, 
as  he  was  aid-de-camp  to  prince  Eu¬ 
gene  of  Savoy;  and  ftill  continues 
to  handle  his  bow  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  he 
would  diftinguiih  himfelf  in  this 
manly  exercife. 

Ido  not  find  in  the  archives  of  the 
company  any  memoranda  of  conie- 
quence  during  the  reign  of  George 
the  Firfi: ;  but,  till  the  year  1753, 
targets  were  ere£led  in  the  Finfbury 
Fields,  during  the  Eafier  and  Whit- 
fun  holidays,  when  the  bell:  fhooter 
was  ftyled  captain  for  the  enfuing 
year  ;  and  the  fecond,  lieutenant. 
Of  thefe  there  are  only  two  now 
furviving,  viz.  Mr.  Benjamin  Poole 
and  Mr.  Philip  Conftable,  who  have 
frequently  obtained  thefe  titles.  The 
former  of  thefe  is  now  rather  aged 
and  infirm ;  but  the  latter  hath  been 
jfo  obliging  as  to  fiiew  me  moll  of 
their  marks  in  the  Finfbury  Fields, 
as  well  as  to  communicate  feveral 
anecdotes  and  obfervations  relative 
to  archery. 

Though  we  hear  of  arrows  at 
Cheviot  Chafe  which  .were  a  yard 
long,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  to  be 
fuppofed  that  the  whole  band  made 
ufe  of  fuch,  or  could  draw  them  to 
the  head. 

The  regulation  of  the  Irifh  fia- 
tute  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  viz. 
that  the  bo-tv  Jhall  not  exceed  the  height 
of  the  man ,  is  allowed  by  archers  to 
have  been  well  comidered  ;  and  as 
the  arrow  fhould  be  half  the  length 
of  the  bow,  this  would  give  an  ar¬ 
row  of  a  yard  in  length  to  thole  only 
who  were  fix  feet  high.  A  Prong 
man  ofthis  fize,  in  the  prefent  times, 
cannot  eafily  draw  above  twenty- 


four  inches,  if  the  bow  is  of  a  pro¬ 
per  ftrength  to  do  execution  at  a 
confiderable  difiance.  At  the  fame 
time  it  mull  be  admitted,  that,  as 
our  ancefiors  were  obliged  by  fome 
of  the  old  fiatutes  to  begin  fhooting 
with  the  long-bow  at  the  age  of  fe- 
ven,  they  might  have  acquired  a 
greater  flight  in  this  exercife  than 
their  defeendants,  though  the  latter 
fhould  be  allowed  to  be  of  equal 
firength. 

As  the  fhooting  with  the  long¬ 
bow  was  firfi;  introduced  in  England, 
and  praftifed  almofi  exclufively  for 
nearly  two  centuries,  fo  it  hath  oc~ 
cafioned  a  peculiar  method  of  draw¬ 
ing  the  arrow  to  the  ear ,  and  not  to 
the  breaft. 

That  this  is  contrary, tc  the  ufage 
of  the  ancients  '*  is  very  clear  from 
their  reliefs ,  and  from  the  tradition 
of  the  Amazons  cutting  off  one  of 
their  paps,  as  it  occafioned  an  im¬ 
pediment  to  their  fhooting  f . 

As  for  Diana’s  not  having  fuffer- 
ed  the  fame  amputation,  it  mull  be 
remembered  that  fire  was  not  only 
a  goddefs,  but  moftaflive  huntrefs, 
and  profefied  the  moll  perfect  chaf- 
tity ;  fhe  therefore  could  not  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  impeded  by 
fuch  an.  obfiacle  to  archery  as  Ju'no 
or  Ceres. 

The  Finfbury  archer  is  therefore 
reprefented  in  this  attitude,  of  draw¬ 
ing  to  the  ear,  both  in  The  Bow¬ 
man’s  Glory ,  as  alfo  in  the  filver 
badge  given  by  Catherine  (queen 
of  Charles  the  Second)  to  the  Ar¬ 
tillery  Company. 

Several  years  ago  there  was  a 
man  named  Topham,  who  exhibit¬ 
ed  moll  furprifmg  feats  of  ftrengthi 
and  who  happened  to  be  at  a  public- 


*  N=ug>jv  vTcXaTV}-,  ?o£u  criovg sv.  HOM. 

f  Unum  exetfia  latus  pugnse  pharetrata  Camilla.  Virg. 


houfe 
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houfe  near  Iflington,  to  which  the  be  ufed  commonly  in  this  exer- 
Finfbury  archers  reforted  after  their  cifej. 

exercife.  Topham  coniidered  the  The  archers  confider  an  arrow  of 
long-bow  as  a  play-thing,  only  fit  an  ounce  weight  §  to  be  the  bed  for 
for  a  child  ;  upon  which  one  of  the  flight,  or  hitting  a  mark  at  a  confi- 
archers  laid  him  a  bowl  of  punch,  derable  diftance;  and  that  afp  alfo 
that  he  could  not  draw  the  arrow  is  the  bed  material  of  which  they 
two-thirds  of  its  length.  Topham  can  be  made. 

accepted  this  bet  with  the  greateft  As  to  the  feathers,  that  of  a  goofe 
confidence  of  winning  ;  but  bring-  is  preferred  :  it  is  alfo  wifhed,  that 
ing  the  arrow  to  his  bread,  in  dead  the  bird  lhouldbe  two  or  three  years 
of  his  ear,  he  was  greatly  mortiiied  old,  and  that  the  feather  may  drop  of 
by  paying  the  wager,  after  many  itfelf  |j. 

fruitless  efforts.  And  here  it  may  not  perhaps  be 

As  to  the  didance  to  which  an  ar-  improper  to  explain  the  grey  goofe 
row  can  be  Ihot  from  a  long-bow,  wing  in  the  ballad  of  Cheviot 
with  the  bed  elevation  of  forty-five  Chafe. 

degrees,  that  mud neceffarily  depend  Two  out  of  the  three  feathers  in 
much  both  upon  the  drength  and  an  arrow  are  commonly  white,  be- 
flight  of  the  archer ;  but  as  the  ing  plucked  from  the  gander ;  but 
longed  didance  I  can  find  in  the  the  third  is  generally  brown  or  grey, 
annexed  plans  is  eleven  fcore  and  being  taken  from  the  goofe  ;  and 
feven  yards  * * * §,  I  conclude  that  from  this  difference  in  point  of  co- 
fuch  length  is  not  often  exceed-  lour  informs  the  archer  when  the  ar- 
edf.  row  is  properly  placed.  From  this 

There  is  indeed  a  tradition  that  mod  didinguidied  part  therefore  the 
an  attorney  of  Wigan  in  Lancalhire  whole  arrow  fometimes  receives  its 
(named  Leigh)  fhot  a  mile  in  three  name. 

flights ;  but  the  fame  tradition  dates.  Though  archery  continued  to  be 
that  he  placed  himfelf  in  a  very  encouraged  by  the  king  and  legif- 
particular  attitude,  which  cannot  lature  for  more  than  two  centuries 

*  Viz.  from  the  mark  of  Lambeth  to  that  of  Wejhmnfier  Hall . 
f  “  He’ll  clap  you  in  the  clout  at  twelve  lcore.”  Shakefpear. — This,  how¬ 
ever,  feems  to  be  mentioned  as  an  extraordinary  feat. 

It  mud  be  admitted,  however,  that  by  33  Henry  VIII.  no  one  aged  twenty- 
four  is  to  fhoot  at  any  mark  under  eleven  fcore. 

X  He  is  fuppofed  to  have  fat  on  a  dool,  the  middle  of  his  bow  being  fattened, 
to  one  of  his  feet  5  to  have  elevated  that  foot  forty-five  degrees,  and  drawn  the 
firing  of  a  drong  bow  with  both  his  hands. 

§  They  generally  fpeak  indeed  of  an  arrow’s  weighing  fo  many  fhillings. 

||  Edward  the  Third  indeed  direfled  the  Iherives  to  pluck  the  proper  feathers 
from  the  geefe  in  every  county.  His  majefty,  however,  wanted  thefe  upon  the fpur 
of  an  occafion,  and  could  not  wait  till  the  feathers  dropped. 

Afcham,  in  his  Toxophilus,  breaks  out  into  the  following  panegyric  on  a  goofe, 
becaufe  this  bird  fupplies  feathers  for  arrows  : 

cc  How  well  does  fhe  make  a  man  fare  at  his  table,  how  eafdy  does  fne  make  a 
“  man  lie  down  in  his  bed,  how  fit  even  as  her  feathers  be  for  fhooting,  fo  be 
her  quils  only  fit  for  writing.” 

Julius  Scaliger  hath  alfo  given  us  “  Laudcs  Anferis.” 


after 
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after  the  Hr  ft  knowledge  of  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  gunpowder,  yet,  by  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Eighth,  it  feems  to  have  been  part¬ 
ly  considered  as  a  paftime  * * * §. 

Arthur,  the  elder  brother  of  Hen¬ 
ry,  is  faid  to  have  been  fond  of  this 
exercife ;  in  fo  much,  that  a  good 
fhooter  was  ftyled  prince  Arthur  f. 

We  are  alfo  informed  J  that  he 
pitched  his  tent  at  Mile  End,  in 
order  to  be  prefent  at  this  recrea¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  Henry  ills  brother 
alfo  attended. 

When  the  latter  afterwards  be¬ 
came  king,  he  gave  a  prize  at 
Windier  to  thofe  who  Should  excel  in 
this  exercife  §  ;  and  a  capital  Shot 
having  been  made,  Henry  faid  to 
Barlow  (one  of  his  guards)  “  if  you 
*c  dill  win,  you  (hall  be  duke  over 
ee  all  archers.”  Barlow  therefore 
having  fucceeded,  and  living  in 
Shoreditch,  was  created  duke  there- 

of  If. 


Upon  another  occafron  Henry  and 
the  queen  were  met  by  two  hundred 
archers  qn  Shooter’s  Hill,  which 
probably  took  its  name  from  their 
alfembling  near  it  to  Ihoot  at 
marks. 

This  king  like  wife  gave  the  frit 
charter  to  the  Artillery  Company,  in 
the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  reign, 
by  which  they  are  permitted  to  wear 
drelfes  of  any  colour  except  purple 
and  fcarlet  ;  to  ihoot  not  only  at 
marks,  but  birds  **,  if  not  pheafants 
or  herons  ,  and  within  two  miles  of 
the  royal  palaces.  They  are,  alfo 
enjoined  by  the  fame  charter  not  to 
wear  furs  of  a  greater  price  than  thofe 
of  the  martin.  The  moil  material 
privilege  however  is,  that  of  indem¬ 
nification  from  murder,  if  any  per- 
fon  paffing  between  the  ihooter  and 
the  mark  is  killed,  provided  the 
archers  have  firft  called  out  f  a  s  t  f  f . 

As  it  appears,  by  what  hath  been. 
Hated,  that  both  Henry  the  Eighth 


*  Lord  Herbert  obferves,  that  in  1 544  Henry  the  Eighth  had  himfelf  invented 
finall  pieces  of  artillery  to  defend  his  waggons  ;  as  alfo  that  he  took  an  account 
of  ail  the  ordnance  then  in  the  tower,  and  lent  much  of  it  to  Tilbury,  Gravefend, 
Dover,  and  Portfmouth.  That  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  artillery  defined  for  the 
Igft  of  thefe  places,  appears  by  an  engraving  lately  publifhed  by  the  Society. 

•f*  See  Stowe. 

X  Bowman’s  Glory. 

§  In  the  time  of  Charles  the  Firft,  the  gunpers  ftyled  thofe  who  contended  for 
the  ufe  of  archery  king  Harry's  captains.  See  the  Lift  of  Archery,  by  Gervas 
Markham.  1634.  121110. 

J  K  This  title,  together  with  that  of  marquis  of  Iflington,  earl  of  Pancridge,  &c. 
were  kept  up  even  fo  late  as  1683 ;  thefe  being  all  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Finfbury  Fields. 

Many  ftatutes  of  this  reign  refrain  expence  and  colours  of  the  drefs. 

**  Though  we  hear  that  Indians  fhoot  both  birds  and  beafs,  it  is  believed  that 
this  is  effefted  by  the  archers  fealing  very  near  to  them.  Nor  are  animals  fo  fhy 
of  man  in  an  American  wildernefs,  as  they  are  in  countries  better  inhabited.  In 
the  Falkland  Iflands  therefore,  when  firft  fettled  by  the  Englifh,  the  birds  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  knocked  down  with  ficks.  De  Pages  alfo  informs  us,  that  the 
birds  between  Surat  and  Bombay  do  not  avoid  man,  becaufe  the  country  is  peo¬ 
pled  by  Hindoos,  who  never  molef  them.  A  horfe  or  cow  is  larger,  and  there¬ 
fore  would  probably  be  more  formidable  to  the  feathered  creation,  did  not  they 
foon  experience  that  they  are  liable  to  more  attacks  from  man. 

ft  Pofibly  an  abbreviation  of  ftancl  faji.  It  appears  that  Dr.  John  Rainolds 
was  nearly  killed  by  fuch  an  .accident.  See  Holland’s  Herologia,  part  11.  p.^49. 

anal 
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and  his  queen  fometimes  attended 
the  archers  when  they  w'ere  fhooting 
at  marks,  it  is  not  at  all  extraordi¬ 
nary  that  their  dreffes  began  to  be 
expenfive,  and  that  they  lludied 
much  the  gracefulnefs  of  the  atti¬ 
tude. 

Afcham  therefore,  who  wrote  his 
Toxophilus  at  the  end  ofthis  reign, 
hath  feveral  chapters  on  this  head  ; 
in  which  he  begins  by  ridiculing 
the  aukwardnefs  of  fome  archers  in 
this  refpeft,  as  in  the  following  ci¬ 
tation  : 

“  Another  coureth  downe,  and 
“  layeth  out  his  buttocks,  as  though 
“he  fhould  Jhoot  at  cro-rues 

Which  lalt  part  moreover  explains 
a  paffap-e in  Shakefpear ’s  King-  Lear, 
Act  IV.  fc.  6. 

‘‘That  fellow  handles  his  bow  like 
“  a  crowkeeper.” 

From  the  words  above  quoted  it  is 
to  be  inferred,  that,  when  gunpowder 
was  yet  very  dear,  fields  were  kept 
from  crows  by  unfkilful  archers,  who 
had  no  grace  in  their  attitudes,  and 
were  therefore  fpoken  of  by  the  ex¬ 
pert  with  the  greatell  contempt ;  fo 
that  to  Jhoot  like  a  crovokeeper  had 
become  proverbial. 

Afcham  mentions  another  parti¬ 
cular  with  regard  to  archery  in  his 
time,  which  is,  that  (as  it  common¬ 
ly  happens  in  other  paftimes)  the 
bets  at  thefe  fhooting  matches  began 
to  be  confiderable. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  effay  by  men¬ 
tioning,  that  the  long-bow  continues 
to  be  ufed  as  a  manly  exercife  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Geneva,  and  in  ma¬ 
ny  parts  of  Flanders  ;  nor  is  it  to¬ 
tally  negle&ed  in  Great  Britain, 
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particularly  Lancafhire  f ,  and  Lon¬ 
don,  where  a  fociety  (of  which  our 
worthy  member  Sir  Afhton  Lever 
is  the  prefident)  frequently  ufe  this 
manly  recreation. 

I  take  the  liberty  alfo  of  prefent* 
ing,  for  the  perufal  of  the  fociety,  a 
MS.  treatife  on  the  fame  fubjeft  ad- 
dreiTed  to  Sir  Afhton  Lever,  which, 
though  compiled  by  a  fadler  at  Man- 
chelter,  contains  fome  particulars 
which  may  deferve  attention ;  as 
likewife  drawings  of  the  different 
forts  of  arrows,  which  mufl  always 
exceed  mere  verbal  defcriptions. 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir, 

Your  molt  faithful 
humble  fervant, 
DAINES  BARRINGTON. 

P.  S.  Upon  looking  over  more 
carefully  the  plan  of  the  archers 
marks,  I  find  a  greater  diflance  than 
from  Lambeth  to  W eft  minfier -Hall 
(fee  a  former  note)  viz.  from  Turks 
Whale  to  Abfoly ,  being  thirteen  fcore 
and  five  yards. 


Some  Account  of  the  Burial-places  of 
the  ancient  Tartars  :  in  a  Letter 
to  the  Rev .  John  Glen  King,  D.  D* 
by  the  Rev.  William  Tooke,  F.R.S . 
Chaplain  to  the  Englifh  Factory  at 
St.  Peterfburg.  From  the  fame . 

Dear  Sir, 

N  compliance  with  your  requefl,  to 
communicate  to  you  what  I  can. 
find  concerning  the  old  fepulchres 
feen  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Rullia 
and  in  Siberia,  I  fend  you  fome  rea- 


'*  Toxophilus,  29.  B. 

•f  This  county  hath  long  been  famous  for  this  exercife,  as  appears  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  line  to  be  found  fomewhere  in  Leland’s  Colle6tanea, 

"  Lancafheere  fairs  arch  ere*" 
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fons  which  render  it  probable  that 
they  are  all  the  work  of  one  and  the 
fame  nation,  however  op  polite  a 
judgment  thofe  may  pafs  who  have 
bellowed  on  them  only  a  curfoiy  at¬ 
tention.  Every  thing  that  relates 
to  the  cuftoms  of  the  various  foole¬ 
ries.  mafikind  have  formed,  is  a  pro¬ 
per  fubjedt  of  refearch  to  the  inqui¬ 
sitive  mind.  The  repofitori.es  of  the 
dead  have  in  all  ages  been  objects  of 
regard  ;  at  firil  as  honourable  tef- 
timonies  of  human  fentiment;  and 
in  aftertimes  as  a  ground  of  invef- 
tigation  into  the  manners  and  opi¬ 
nions  of  men.  There  is  no  nation 
fo  favage  but  has  a  reverence  for  mi¬ 
litary  prowefs,  or  beneficent  difpo- 
Etions  for  the  man  that  is  virtuous  or 
heroic.  Ideas  of  excellence  may  be 
Various,  in  various  nations  ;  but  ex¬ 
cellency,  according  to  that  idea,  will 
meet  with  renown.  The  honours 
that  are  paid  to  finch,  as  excel  will  be 
ever  in  fome  degree  charafteriffic  of 
the  people  that  bellowed  them,  and 
mud  be  coniidered  as  popular  tef- 
timonies  to  prevailing  opinions. 

It.  is  doubtlefs  natural  enough  for 
the  hafty  traveller  to  pafs  over  thefe, 
ss  matters  of  but  fmall  attraction ; 
and  had  not  the  barbarous  plunder¬ 
ers  of  the  deferts  beheld  them  as  ob¬ 
jects  of  depredation,  they  would  have 
Still  been  unexplored.  It  was  from 
predatory  views  that  they  were  firft 
dug  open,  and  fome  curious  perfons 
have  Ence  examined  them  with  va¬ 
rious  degrees  of  attention. 

Of  thefe  Ruffian  and  Siberian  fe- 
pulchres  fome  are  perfect  tumuli, 
raifed  to  an  enormous  height ;  while 
others  are  almofl  level  with  the 
ground.  Some  of  them  are  encom- 
paffied  with  a  fquare  wall  of  large 
quarry  idones  placed  in  an  erefl  po¬ 
sition  5  others  are  covered  only  with 
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a  fmall  heap  of  hones,  or  they  are 
tumuli  adorned  with  hones  at  top. 
Some  are  mured  with  brick  within, 
.and  vaulted  over ;  others  are  no  more 
than  pits,  or  common  graves.  In 
feme  the  earth  is  excavated  feveral 
fathoms  deep  ;  others,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  which  are  topped  by  a 
lofty  tumulus,  are  only  dug  of  a  dif¬ 
fident  depth  for' covering  the  car- 
cafe. 

What  chiefly  excites  our  aflo- 
niffiment  is,  that  fome  of  thefe  ihould 
be  furmounted  by  the  large  quarry 
ftones  before  mentioned  :  for  in  all 
the  neighbouring  country  there  is 
not  a  rock  to  be  feen.  They  mull 
therefore  have  been  tranfported  thi¬ 
ther  from  immenfe  diftances,  by  the 
molt  furprifmg  efforts  of  labour  ; 
efpecially  as  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
parts  have  no  idea  of  a  machine  ade¬ 
quate  to  tire  purpofe  in  the  moft  dis¬ 
tant  degree. 

Thefe  fepulchres  are  difeovered 
only  in  plain  and  extenfive  deferts, 
formerly  the  abode  of  a  nation  which 
feems  to  have  fubfiffed  by  paflurage 
and  the  produce  of  the  chaee.  On 
fome  fepulchral  flones  figures  of  va¬ 
rious  forms  are  engraved,  fuch  as 
rude  and  mifhapen  outlines  of  the 
human  face,  croffes  of  different  an¬ 
gles,  and  other  reprefentations, 
which  in  all  probability  had  never 
any  meaning.  But  inferiptions,  in 
any  known  or  unknown  languages 
or  letters,  have  never  hitherto  been 
found  upon  them.  And  yet  inferip- 
tions  are  to  be  met  with  on  Angle 
flones  and  ffatues  in  the  defert,  on 
this  fide  the  river  Yenifei,  fuch  as 
no  one  has  ever  been  able  to  ex¬ 
plain. 

The  foregoing  are  the  feveral  cha- 
raderiffics  of  the  exterior  form  of 
thefe  fepulchral  monuments.  For 

pointing 
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pointing  out  their  difference  within, 
the  following  remarks  will  amply 
fufficc. 

In  many  of  tliefe  fepuichres  the 
bones  of  men,  and  frequently  of 
horfes,  are  found,  and  in  a  condition 
that  renders  it  probable  the  bodies 
were  not  burnt  before  they  were  in¬ 
humed.  Other  bones  drew  clearly 
that  they  have  been  previoufly  burnt; 
becaufe  a  part  of  them  is  uncondon¬ 
ed,  and  becaufe  they  lie  in  a  difor- 
dered  manner,  and  feme  of  them  are 
wanting.  Urns,  in  which  other  na¬ 
tions  of  antiquity  have  depofited  the 
affies  of  their  dead,  are  never  met 
with  here.  But  fometimes  what  re¬ 
mained  of  the  bodies  after  the  com- 
budion,  and  even  whole  carcafes, 
are  found  wrapped  up  in  thin  plates 
of  gold.  Many  dead  bodies  are  fre¬ 
quently  been  depofited  together  in 
one  tomb  ;  a  certain  indication  that 
either  a  battle  had  been  fought  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  place,  or 
that  fome  families  buried  their  rela¬ 
tions  in  an  hereditary  tomb. 

Skeletons  of  horfes  are  often 
found  in  thefe  abodes  of  the  dead. 
From  whence  we  may  infer,  that 
the  fame  fuperftitious  opinions  which 
ftill  prevail  among  fome  nations  of 
the  Ead  were  like  wife  held  by  this 
ancient  people.  It  is  received  as  an 
article  of  faith  by  many  tribes,  that 
departed  fouls  continue  the  fame 
kind  of  life  they  followed  while  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  material  world  ; 
and  Mohammed’s  doctrine  of  his 
paradife  Teems  to  be  eftablifhed  on 
the  fame  belief.  Men  of  quality 
therefore  want  their  horfes,  and  their 
favourite  wives,  and  the  fervants 
that  attended  them  in  their  terref- 
trial  life.  In  conformity  to  this 
opinion,  the  women  of  India  throw 
themfelves  into  the  flames  upon  the 
body  of  their  deceafed  fpoufe  ;  and 
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a  fimilar  cuflom  was  prevalent  a- 
mong  the  Yakutes,  when  they  were 
fil'd  fubjecled  to  the  Ruffian  empire. 
The  fervants  that  had  been  faithful 
to  their  mailer  were  ilain  at  his 
grave  during  the  interment,  and 
then  buried  with  him.  Nor  was 
there  any  means  of  abrogating  this 
cruel  cuflom,  but  by  punifhing  the 
guilty  as  wilful  murderers.  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  fame  notion,  the  dead 
bodies  were  ornamented  for  denot¬ 
ing  their  quality  in  the  future  life. 
In  the  tomb  of  the  defunft  were  de¬ 
pofited  his  fword,  and  other  imple¬ 
ments  of  war  ;  and  to  perfons  of 
both  fexes  were  given  the  utenfils 
and  neceffaries  that  might  be  requi- 
fite  for  the  continuation  of  their  ex¬ 
igence. 

No  race  of  creatures  in  the  hu¬ 
man  form  can  be  fo  totally  flupid 
as  to  believe  that  tliefe  utenfils  could 
be  of  any  ufe  to  the  dead  bodies, 
fince  they  are  affured  that  tliefe  re¬ 
main  in  the  grave.  When  there¬ 
fore  they  adhere  to  thefe  fuperdi- 
tious  practices,  it  is  the  fouls  of  the 
wives,  tlie  horfes,  the  fervants,  and 
the  utenfils  (for,  according  to  tliefe 
phiiofophers,  every  production  of 
nature  and  art  is  animated  with  a 
livipg  foul)  which  they  confecrate 
to  the  fpirits  of  their  departed 
friends.  This  tenet,  which  was 
held  by  the  mod  remote  antiquity, 
mud  have  been  common  likewife  to 
the  people  by  whom  tliefe  fepuichres 
were  formed.  For  no  other  hypo- 
theds 'can  account  for  the  relics  of 
gold  and  diver  they  generally  con¬ 
tain  ;  and  of  which  many  articles 
are  carefully  prefer ved  in  the  Mq- 
feum  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
St.  Petdrdjurg,  for  the  infpedtion, 
of  the  curious. 

Some  of  thefe  fepuichres  are  rich ; 
but  in  others,  here  as  well  as  in 

other 
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other  didritts,  nothing  of  value  is 
to  be  found.  In  the  monuments 
abounding  in  the  precious  metals 
were  without  doubt  depofited  per- 
fonages  of  rank  ;  and  we  may  pre¬ 
fume  that,  wherever  thefe  are  fre¬ 
quently  found,  there  anciently 
dwelt  a  wealthy  nation.  Nothing 
was  added  to  the  body  in  the  graves 
of  the  poor  ;  and  we  may  thence 
infer  that,  when  we  find  all  the 
fepulchres  in  one  didriCt  deditute  of 
any  valuables,  it  was  a  poor  peo¬ 
ple  who  there  interred  their  dead. 

The  riched  fepulchres  are  difco- 
vered  on  the  banks  of  the  Volga, 
the  Tobol,  the  Irtifh,  and  the  Ob. 
The  tombs  in  the  deferts  on  the  ri¬ 
ver  Y enifei  are  likewife  not  without 
relics  of  value ;  but  thofe  beyond 
the  Baikal  fea  are  the  poored  of  all. 
To  account  for  this  difference,  we 
are  by  no  means  obliged  to  admit 
that  thefe  countries  were  inhabited 
by  different  nations.  The  mod 
Certain  confequence  to  be  drawn 
from  it  is,  that  fome  nation  inha¬ 
bited  thefe  parts,  which,  at  fuccef- 
iive  periods,  was  in  different  con¬ 
ditions  ;  poor  in  its  commence¬ 
ment,  but  advancing  afterwards 
from  poverty  to  afifuence.  This 
inference  is  warranted  by  the  hif- 
tory  of  all  ages. 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  cir- 
cumitance  obfervable  in  fome  of  the 
tombs  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Y e- 
nifei,  which  forms  an  exception  to 
the  general  rule  of  other  fepulchres. 
Inflead  of  ornaments  and  utenfils  of 
gold  and  diver  found  in  other  tombs, 
you  meet  here  only  with  copper 
utenfils.  Even  fuch  indruments  as 
Would  have  been  better  wrought  of 
iron,  are  here  found,  all  of  copper, 
as  knives,  darts,  and  daggers.  The 
nation  therefore,  whofe  dead  are 
here  inhumed,  feema  to  have  been 


unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  iron  ; 
and  thefe  tombs  mud  accordingly 
be  more  ancient  than  the  others. 
Hence  the  travellers  who  found 
thefe  relics  conjectured  that  thofe 
regions  mud  contain  fome  rich  cop¬ 
per  mines.  And  in  this  they  were 
not  midaken ;  for  the  Sayane  moun¬ 
tains  abound  in  copper,  and  the 
mines  have  been  worked  by  the  an¬ 
cient  inhabitants  of  the  country.  In 
a  large  open  defert  on  the  river  A- 
bakan  are  likewife  found  mines  of 
that  metal ;  and,  if  they  yield  not 
fo  much  at  prefent  as  they  formerly 
did,  nothing  is  necedary  but  induf- 
try  and  attention  for  finding  other 
places  more  abundant  in  mines. 
From  the  name  of  the  Altaian 
mountains,  a  fimilarconjeChire  has 
been  formed.  Alta,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Mongoles  and  Kal- 
mucs,  fignifies  gold ;  and  this  con¬ 
jecture  is  now  brought  to  perfeft 
certainty  by  the  dilcovery  of  the 
mines  of  Kolyvan. 

Hidory  has  tranfmitted  down  to 
us  no  certain  accounts  of  the  nation 
whofe  dead  are  here  depofited,  and 
who  made  ufe  of  copper  utenfils  and 
weapons  indead  of  iron.  But, 
whoever  they  were,  it  is  probable 
that  the  infcriptions  in  the  unknown 
language,  difcovered  in  thefe  regi¬ 
ons,  were  compofed  and  written  by 
that  people.  Perhaps  it  was  the 
Uigures  or  Igureans,  from  whom 
the  great  founder  of  the  Mongol 
monarchy  fird  received  letters  and 
the  art  of  writing  ;  for  the  nation 
w'as  not  indruCled  in  that  art  till 
the  time  of  this  conqueror.  The 
Igureans  mud  certainly  have  been 
an  ancient  and  a  polifhed  nation, 
if  they  invented  a  particular  mode 
of  writing,  wFich  had  nothing  in 
common  with  that  of  any  other  peo¬ 
ple.  Such  are  thefe  infcriptions. 

But 
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But,  if  we  prefume  that  Tfchingis 
ufed  this  manner  of  writing,  his 
fucceffors  mull  have  changed  it  for 
another  ;  fince  the  prefent  Mongole 
writing  evidently  difcovers  its  Sy¬ 
rian  origin.  Y et  even  this  language 
may  be  called  the  Igurean  ;  be- 
caufe  certain  miffionaries  of  the 
Neftorian  feft  lived  among  the  I- 
gureans,  and  communicated  their 
manner  of  writing  to  the  Mongoles. 
The  word  Uigur  or  Uegur,  in  the 
Mongol  language,  generallydenotes 
a  foreigner . 

With  greater  certainty  we  may 
affirm,  that  the  ancient  fepulchres 
in  Siberia  and  Ruffia  are  the  work 
of  the  Tartars  who  lived  in  the 
reign  of  Tfchingis  and  his  firft  fuc¬ 
ceffors.  This  hero  founded  his 
monarchy  in  the  beginning  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  The  Mongoles 
and  Tartars  united  under  his  fceptre 
were  at  that  time  a  poor  people, 
wandering  in  the  deferts  of  the 
rivers  Selenga,  Orchon,  and  Onon, 
and  fometimes  ftraying  as  far  as  the 
Baikal  fea.  This  laft  circumftance 
obvioufly  affords  us  a  reafon,  why 
thefe  tombs  contain  lb  few  valuable 
relics ;  and  the  fadt  is  corroborated 
by  hiftory,  which  likewife  in  its 
turn  receives  light  from  it.  By  the 
fame  means  as  we  are  enabled  to 
account  for  the  poverty  of  the 
tombs  about  Selenginlk  and  Nert- 
fchinlk,  we  are  capacitated  alfo  to 
afcertain  whence  the  Tartars  got 
thefe  riches  that  are  found  in  the 
other  fepulchres. 

In  the  year  1281  Tfchingis  be¬ 
gan  the  conqueft  of  China,  which 
was  finifhed  fo  fuccefsfully  by  his 
nephew  Koblai  ;  in  whole  perfon 
began  a  new  dynafty,  known  in 
the  hiftory  of  that  empire  by  the 
name  of  Juen,  which  continued 
uninterruptedly  to  the  year  1369. 


The  Tartars  foon  made  themfelves 
rich  in  China  ;  but,  not  contented 
with  their  wealth,  they  traverfed 
almoff  all  Afia,  and  a  conftderable 
part  of  Europe  ;  increafing  their 
riches  in  proportion  as  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  their  conquefts*.  In  the 
year  1224  they  firft  invaded  Ruffia, 
and  fought  that  fignal  battle  on  the 
river  Kalka.  From  1237  to  1240 
they  fubdued  the  whole  country. 
Notwithftanding  they  were  divided 
under  different  chieftains  and  into 
different  parties,  and  thofe  who 
over-run  Alia  had  nothing  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  conquerors  of  Eu¬ 
rope  but  the  name,  they  had  how¬ 
ever  a  general  head  of  the  family, 
who  had  been  acknowledged  by 
their  forefathers.  To  the  main 
camp  of  that  chieftain  was  there¬ 
fore  brought  much  of  the  riches 
carried  off  from  the  conquered 
countries.  I  think  it  highly  pro¬ 
bable  that  this  main  camp  was,  in 
the  thirteenth  century,  in  lome  parts 
of  the  defart  on  the  Irtifh;  and 
that  the  Tartars,  divided  into  diffi 
ferent  hordes,  inhabited  all  the 
regions  between  the  Yaik  and  the 
Ob.  In  that  century  the  miffiona- 
ries  from  Rome,  Carpin,  Rubru- 
quis,  and  others,  vifited  thefe 
countries.  The  laft  river  they 
mention  in  their  voyages  is  the 
Yaik ;  had  they  crofted  the  Irtifh, 
they  would  not  certainly  have  o- 
mitted  to  take  notice  of  it.  But, 
as  they  fay  nothing  of  that  river, 
we  may  thence  infer  that  the  camp 
of  the  Khans,  to  whom  they  were 
delegated,  was  on  this  fide  of  the 
river  Irtifh. 

We  know  that  European  gold- 
fmiths  relided  among  the  Tartars, 
and  worked  for  them.  Rubruquis 
mentions  a  Frenchman,  Guille- 
aume,  who  he  fays  made  very  curi¬ 
ous 
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ous  pieees  of  workmanfhip  for  the 
Khan  Mangus  Batu.  The  conque¬ 
ror  of  Poland,  Ruffia,  Sileha,  and 
Hungary,  mud:  have  had  hill  more 
of  thefe  artifts  in  his  fervice.  It  is 
remarked  like  wife  that  the  heft  re¬ 
lics,  which  are  found  in  the  fepul- 
chres  near  the  Volga?  are  as  rich 
as  thofe  in  other  tombs.  The  Zo- 
lotaia  orda  (the  golden  horde) 
that  was  given  to  the  camp  of  the 
Khans  who  fubdued  Ruffia,  muft 
have  been  given  on  account  of  the 
riches  of  that  Tartarian  horde. 

But  concerning  the  tombs  of  the 
Zolotaia  horda  we  can  only  form 
conjeTures  ;  as  thefe  were  opened 
and  fearched  in  times  very  remote, 
of  which  no  narrative  is  preferved. 
Some  curiofities  in  the  cabinet  of 
of  the  Imperial  Academy  here  are 
prelumed  to  be  from  thofe  regi¬ 
ons  ;  but  this  opinion  is  founded 
merely  on  conjecture. 

We  are  better  informed  upon 
the  article  of  the  fepulchres  found 
on  the  rivers  Irtifh,  Tobol,  Ob, 
and  Yenifei.  Thefe  could  only  be 
explored  at  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century,  after  the  Kalmucs 
and  Kirguifes,  who  infelfed  thefe 
parts,  had  retired  to  other  plains. 
About  twenty  years  ago,  there  were 
many  perfons  in  Siberia  who  ftill 
fubiilted  entirely  on  the  fpoils  they 
had  formerly  obtained  by  ranfack- 
ing  thefe  fepulchres.  But,  fince 
that  time,  it  is  not  certainly  known 
that  any  have  followed  this  occu¬ 
pation.  The  euftora  was  to  affioci- 
ate  in  large  companies  for  fearching 
after  fepulchres,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  they  do  in  our  times  for 
hunting  fables.  But  the  countries 
between  the  Ob  and  the  Irtifh  were 
often  plundered  by  the  Kirguife 
Kofacs,  after  the  retreat  of  the 
Kalmucs.  To  the  weftern  fide  of 


the  Irtifn  very  few  have  ventured  of 
late  years,  on  account  of  the  in- 
curftons  of  thofe  Kofacs  ;  but,  fince 
the  government  has  now  taken  care 
to  prevent  them,  it  may  be  prefum¬ 
ed  that  in  fome  future  period  great 
riches  may  be  procured  from 
thence. 

We  cannot  find  that  the  rich  fe¬ 
pulchres  bear  any  peculiar  external 
marks  upon  them  ;  but  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  from'  various  reafons,  that 
the  tombs  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
Irtifh,  where  great  numbers  are  yet 
unexplored,  will  yield  no  great  ad¬ 
vantage.  Some  have  been  examin¬ 
ed  at  tJftkamencgorfkaia,  but  they 
contained  nothing  of  any  value. 
Their  whole  contents  conftfted  in 
inftruments  of  iron,  grown  fo  rufty, 
that  it  was  fcarcely  poilible  to  dif- 
cover  for  what  ufe  they  had  been 
made.  In  others,  that  were  opened 
near  Nertichinfk,  nothing  of  any 
confequence  was  found ;  not  even 
bones  of  men,  but  only  thofe  of 
horfes.  Hence  it  is  probable,  that 
the  afh.es  of  burnt  bodies  alone,  or 
the  remains  of  human  bones  that 
were  here  depoftted,  might  have 
been  long  ago  mouldered  away; 
but  the  bones  of  horfes  killed  at 
the  interment,  and  which  were  not 
burnt,  may  have  fubfifted  a  longer 
time  unaltered. 

Some  of  thefe  curiofities  were 
brought  to  the  academy.  Among 
others,  there  is  a  man  on  horfeback 
tolerably  well  executed  in  gold ; 
as  likewife  fome  filver  coins,  with 
the  imprefs  of  a  rofe  juft  opening 
from  the  bud;  but  there  are  no  in - 
fcriptions  on  any  of  them.  The 
nation  therefore,  by  whom  this  coin 
was  ftruck,  could  not  have  been  at 
that  time  acquainted  with  the  art  of 
writing :  or  at  leaft  this  money 
muft  have  been  coined  previous  to 
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the  introduction  of the  Mohammedan 
religion  among  the  Tartars  ;  for 
it  was  by  that  means  that  thefe  na¬ 
tions  became  acquainted  with  the 
Arabic  letters,  which  they  have  ever 
lince  made  ufe  of  in  inscriptions  on 
their  coins. 

The  go! din  thefe  tombs  is  feldom 
pure,  but  commonly  adulterated 
with  filver ;  and  the  diver  has  ge¬ 
nerally  an  alloy  of  half  its  weight 
in  copper.  It  was  very  eafy  for 
the  European  workmen  to  cheat  the 
fimple  Tartars.  A 

It  is  extremely  unfortunate  that 
many  of  thefe  curiofities  fell  into 
the  hands  of  ignorant  people,  who 
immediately  melted  them  down. 
But  from  thofe  preferred  in  the  im¬ 
perial  Academy  we  may  form  an 
idea  of  feverai  circumdances  re¬ 
lating  to  that  ancient  nation. 

I  am,  &c. 

W.  TOOKE. 


O/fer-vations  on  the  Language  of  the 
People  commonly  called  Gy  plies. 
In  a  Letter  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks, 
Bart.  P .  R,.  S.  From  Mr.  Marf- 
den,  F.  S.  A. 

I  BEG  you  will  do  me  the  favour 
to  communicate  to  the  learned 
Society  of  Antiquaries  the  inclofed 
paper,  on  afubjeft  to  the  inveftiga- 
tion  of  which  you  have  fo  eden dal¬ 
ly  contributed. 

I  am.  Sir, 
your  much  obliged 
and  mod  obedient  fervant, 

WILLIAM  MARSDEN. 

IT  has  long  been  furmifed  that 
the  vagrant  tribes  of  people  called 
in  this  country  Gypfies ,  and  on 
parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe, 
Cingariy  Zing  art,  and  Chingali , 
were  of  Eaftern  origin.  The  for- 
mer  name  has  been  fuppofed  a 
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corruption  of  Egyptian ,  and  fome 
learned  perfons  have  judged  it  not 
improbable  that  their  language 
might  be  traced  to  the  Coptic . 

In  the  courfe  of  researches  which. 
I  have  had  occalion  to  purfue  on 
the  fubjeft  of  language,  Iobferved 
that  Ludolfus,  in  his  hi  dory  of 
Ethiopia,  makes  mention,  inciden¬ 
tally,  of  the  Cingari  vel  Errones- 
Nuhiani,  and  gives  a  fpecimen  of 
words  which  he  had  collected  from 
thefe  people  in  his  travels,  with  a 
view  of  determining  their  origin. 
He  difcufles  the  opinions  of  various 
writers  concerning  them,  but  forms 
no  precife  one  of  his  own,  conclud¬ 
ing  his  obfervations  with  thefe 
words  :  Eadem  ~oocabida,  cum  max- 
imam  partem  reperiam  apud  Vu lea¬ 
rn  um,  a  centum  fere  annis  tradita , 
non  fiditia  exifiimo ,  ut  Megiferus 
put  at ,  nec  ccrrupta  ex  aliis  Unguis  3 
neque  JEgyptiaca  fue  Coptica. 

I  was  furprifed  to  dnd  many  of 
the  words  contained  in  the  fpecimen 
familiar  to  my  eye,  and  pointed  out 
to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks  (in  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  17S3)  their,  evident 
correspondence  with  terms  in  the 
Hindojlanic ,  or  as  it  is  vulgarly 
termed  in  India,  the  Moors  lan¬ 
guage.  This  fimilitude  appeared 
to  me  fo  extraordinary,  that  I  was 
inclined  to  fufpefl  an  error  in  the 
publication,  which  might  have  ari- 
fen  from  a  confulion  of  obfeure  vo* 
cabularies  in  the  author’s  podedion. 
The  circumdance,  however,  deter¬ 
mined  me  to  pay  further  attention 
to  the  fubjecl,  and  to  examine,  in 
the  f.rd  place,  whether  the  language 
fpoken  by  the  Gypfey  tribes  in 
England,  and  by  thofe  in  the  re¬ 
moter  parts  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  were  one  and  the  farne; 
and  then  to  afeertain  whether  this 
a  (dually  bore  the  admity,  which  fo 
forcibly  dr uck  me  in  Ludolfus,  to 
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any  of  the  languages  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Indjja. 

Through  the  obliging  aftiftance 
©f  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  who  has  fpared 
no  pains  to  promote  this  inveftiga- 
tion,  I  procured  an  opportunity  of 
obtaining  a  lift  of  words  from  our 
Gypnes,  which  I  can  depend  upon 
as  genuine,  and  tolerably  accurate 
in  refpeCt  to  the  pronunciation, 
from  their  being  corroborated  by 
words  alfo  taken  down,  feparately, 
by  Sir  Jofeph,  and  by  Dr.  Blagden. 
Mr.  Matra  did  me  the  favour  to 
tranfmit  for  me  a  lift  of  words  to 
< Turkey ,  and  from  his  ingenious 
friend  Mr.  B.  Pifani,  I  received  a 
complete  and  fatisfaClory  tranilation 
of  them,  together  with  feme  infor¬ 
mation  refpeCling  the  manners  of 
the  Chinghiares,  in  the  Turkifh 
dominions,  which  however  does  not 
come  within  the  defign  of  this  pa¬ 
per,  as  I  mean  to  confine  myfelf,  in 
the  prefent  communication,  limply 
to  the  queftion  of  the  fimilarity  of 
language,  which,  if  eftablifhed,  I 
fhould  efteern  a  matter  of  no  little 
curioiity  ;  prefuming  it  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  new  to  the  world.  Of  this 
fimilarity  the  learned  members  of 
the  Society  vcill  be  enabled  to  form 
their  judgment  from  the  annexed 
paper,  exhibiting  a  companion  of 
a  few  of  the  v/ords  procured  from 
the  different  quarters  before  men¬ 
tioned,  with  the  Hindoftanic  terms, 
from  the  bell  publifhed  and  parole 
authorities. 

It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  general  appellation 
for  thefe  people  in  the  eaftern  parts 
of  Europe,  is  very  nearly  connect¬ 
ed  with  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ceylon ,  in  the  Eaft-lndies,  who  are 
equally  termed  Lingalefe  and  Chin- 
gal  pfe  ;  though  at  the  fame  time  it 
mult  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
language  of  this  illand  has  much 
■4 


EGISTER,  1784-5. 

lefs  correfpondence  with  that  of  the 
Gypfies,  than  many  other  of  the 
Indian  dialeCts.  His  grace  the 
archbifhop  of  York,  with  his  ufual 
difeernment,  fuggefted  to  me  the 
probability  that  the  Zingari  here 
fpoken  of  may  have  derived  their 
name,  and  perhaps  their  origin, 
from  the  people  called  Lang  art,  or 
Langarians,  who  are  found  in  the 
north-weft  parts  of  the  peninfula  of 
Hindoftan,  and  infeft  the  coafts  of 
Guzerat  and  Sindy  with  their  pirati¬ 
cal.  depredations.  The  maritime 
tufn  of  this  numerous  race  of  peo¬ 
ple,  with  their  roving  and  enter- 
priiing  difpofition,  may  warrant  the 
idea  of  occafional  emigrations  in 

^  O 

their  boats,  by  the  courfe  of  the 
Red  Sea. 

Notwithftanding  that  the  refem- 
blance  to  the  Hindoftanic  is  the 
predominant  feature  in  the  Gypfey 
dialed:,  yet  there  are  words  inter- 
fperfed,  which  evidently  coincide 
with  other  languages.  Beiide  the 
Mahratta  and  Bengalefe,  which  I 
have  marked  in  the  comparative 
fpecimen,  it  is  not  a  little  lingular 
that  the  terms  for  the  numerals 
fenjen,  eight ,  and  nine,  are  purely 
Greek ,  although  the  firft  jive,  and 
that  for  ten ,  are  indifputably  Indian. 
It  is  alfo  a  curious  obfervation,  that 
although  the  Indian  term  for  fe<ven , 
being  fzath,  differs  from  the  Gyp- 
ley,  yet  that  for  a  week,  or /, 'evert 
days,  is  the  Eft  an  of  the  latter. 
One  word  only,  among  thole  which 
I  have  examined,  bears  a  refem  - 
blance  to  the  Coptic ,  which  is  rem, 
the  fame  with  romi ,  a  man .  In 

companions  of  this  nature,  a  due 
allowance  muft  be  made,  not  only 
for  the  various  -  modes  of  fpelling 
adopted  by  different  perfons,  and 
different  nations,  but  alfo  for  the 
difiimilar  manner  in  which  the  fame 
individual  founds  ftrikes  the  or- 
.  •  -  nans 
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gans  of  the  hearers ;  of  which  fome 
pointed  inllances  might  be  given. 

Should  any  be  inclined  to  doubt 
(which  I  fcarcely  fuppofe  poffible) 
of  the  identity  of  the  Gyp/ey  or 
Cingari,  and  the  Hindoftanic  lan¬ 
guages,  Hill  it  will  be  acknowledged 
as  no  uninterelling  fubjeft  of  (pecu¬ 
lation,  that  tribes  wandering  through 
the  mountains  of  Nubia ,  or  the 
plains  of  Romania,  have  been  con- 
vcrfed  for  centuries  in  a  dialed! 
precifely  fimilar  to  that  fpoken  at 
this  day  by  the  obfcure,  defpifed, 
and  wretched  people  in  England, 
vvhofe  language  has  been  conlidered 
as  a  fabricated  gibberifh,  and  con¬ 
founded  with  a  cant  in  ule  amongft 
thieves  and  beggars,  and  whofe 
perfons  have  been  (till  within  the 
.period  of  a  year)  an  objedt  of  the 
perfecutipn,  inflead  of  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  our  Jaws. 

WJLLIAM  MARSDEN. 


ColleSiions  on  the.  Zingara,  or  Gyp- 
fey  Language  ;  by  Jacob  Bryant, 
Efq.  tranfmitted  to  O.  Salufbury 
Brereton,  Efq.  in  a  Letter  from 
the  Rent.  Dr.  Douglas. 


Dear  Sir, 

TTAVING  been  prefent  at  the 
A  meeting  of  the  Society,  when 
Mr.  Marfden’s  letter  on  the  Gypfey 


language  was  read,  I  recolledled 
that,  feveral  years  ago,  I  had 
heard  my  friend  Mr.  Bryant  men^ 
tion  his  having  colledfed  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  words  ufed  by 
this  wandering  tribe ;  feveral  of 
which  words  appeared  to  bear  a 
clofe  affinity  to  thole  of  the  fame 
meaning  in  the  languages  of  ancient 
and  of  dilfant  nations. 

At  my  requeil,  he  has  obligingly 
tranfmitted  the  inclofed  papers  con¬ 
taining  the  refult  of  his  inquiries 
on  thefubjecl ;  and  I  take  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  putting  them  into  your  hands, 
to  be  laid  before  the  Society.  Be- 
fides  his  own  colledlions,  Mr.  Bry¬ 
ant  has  alfo  favoured  me  with  the 
communication  of  a  letter  which  he 
had  fome  years  ago  received  from 
the  Rev.- Mr.  Coxe.  That  learned 
traveller,  when  in  Hungary,  had 
met  with  Gypfies,  and  had  taken 
from  their  mouths  fpecimens  of 
their  language.  It  is  very  remark¬ 
able,  that  of  feventeen  words  thus 
obtained,  and  enumerated  in  his 
letter,  fourteen  appear  to  refemble 
moll  exactly  thofe  of  the  fame  ligni- 
fication,  as  collected  by  Mr.  Bry¬ 
ant  in  England.  To  diltinguilh 
them,  they  are  marked  in  the  Vo¬ 
cabulary  with  alierilks. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  mod 

obedient  fervant, 
JOHN  DOUGLAS, 


A  VOCABULARY  of  the  Zingara,  or  Gypfey  Language. 

B. 


A  N  ape 

Jl\  An  afs 

godocovan. 

millan. 

Air 

yarraw,  alfo  beval 

caulo. 

The  arm 

mofhee. 

Anger 

colee. 

An  arrow,  or  any 

thing  miffive 

yaccogaree. 

Above 

apra. 

To  awake 

iouadafs. 

An  aunt 

bebee. 

B, 

A  bed 

woodrous. 

A  bough 

bai. 

Bread 

mawro  *. 

To  btirn 

hatcheriban. 

G  2 

Blood 
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Blood 

ratt. 

A  dog 

yaccal. 

Brother 

pal. 

Drink 

panee. 

A  brook 

paflioo,  pannee  or 

Death 

moloo  *  or  mira- 

pawnee. 

ban. 

Brafs 

porcherie. 

Dark 

rattie. 

Black 

cauliban. 

A  doer 

wooda. 

Blue 

yack. 

Drowned 

adra,  panee,  pad- 

A  bird 

ciiericloe. 

dee. 

The  belly 

per. 

To  drink 

peola. 

Beer 

lavanah. 

To-day 

devus. 

A  bridge 

porgee. 

A  dream 

delapray. 

Breath 

beval. 

A  dwarf 

bottoo,  georgio. 

A  bow 

cuiht. 

A  dead  body 

moloo,  georgio. 

A  barber 

xnormmgFG. 

Ditto  of  a  woman 

moloo,  georgee. 

A  book 

fill. 

A  defer t  or  wil- 

bauro,  coluri. 

A  bath 

jamoval  eopanee. 

dernefs 

dromo. 

To  bathe 

drou  panee  jal. 

Beat  him 

codefman. 

E. 

A  boat 

bara  and  baro. 

An  eye 

havoura. 

The  back 

domoe. 

Eight 

oitoo. 

A  bridle 

folivingro. 

An  ear 

can. 

Barley  or  corn 

give. 

For  ever 

law  jaw. 

The  earth 

phovee  or  p’ho- 

C. 

vee 

Cheefe 

cal. 

An  eagle 

fauvee. 

A  coat 

chockwan. 

Eve  brows 

yocne  coenue* 

A  city 

foroofe. 

To  eat 

chollow. 

A  cow 

.grove  and  grove - 

nee. 

F 

A  cat 

matchian. 

A  father 

ming  and  dad. 

A  coal 

fhill. 

Flame 

pratcheely. 

A  cinder 

vongur. 

A  Bower 

rogeo  or  rofeo. 

A  chimney 

tophis,  con. 

A  dote 

fcholl. 

A  child 

tarno. 

Fear 

tredi. 

A  crown 

peng,  col  ah. 

A  forred 

yadi. 

A  cock 

bofhlod. 

Fire 

yog  A 

The  chin 

chumbo. 

The  foot 

peroe. 

A  cup 

corow. 

The  finger 

valafhtee. 

A  cradle 

mumallee. 

Full 

pordo. 

A  cap 

hoova. 

To  dy 

water  jam  peralL 

To  command 

iafia  vallacai. 

To  fight 

campen. 

Copper 

careoben. 

The  feeling 

hawlaw. 

A  couch 

pladomingree. 

To  faint 

avefi  to  j allow. 

A  country 

bittutheim. 

A  dag 

deckloo. 

A  fool 

dennoloo. 

D. 

Fifh 

matches. 

The  devil 

beng  and  benga* . 

Found 

lafthom. 

Day  • 

davies. 

Four 

dor. 

f 
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Five 

peng. 

G. 

A  girl 

aJTogne  or  aftoi- 
nee.* 

A  grape 

baulo  paramattec 
and  peomingro. 

Green 

chatto. 

God 

davila  *  and  mo- 
daval. 

Gold 

fuhakie. 

A  gypfey 

romana  chil. 

A  goofe 

pappin. 

A  grave 

bauro  chumbo. 

Great 

bootfee. 

A  giant 

borwardo. 

A  garden 

finepou. 

Give  me 

deas  man. 

Grandfather 

pappus  or  paupus. 

Good  fport 

fino,  paial's. 

H. 

A  houfe 

gur  and  kir.* 

A  hill 

cumbo  and  cum- 
bee. 

Hail 

yive. 

The  head 

fharrous. 

A  hen 

cappeet. 

A  horfe 

gree. 

A  harp 

manchouro. 

Heaven 

ravoo  or  ravoos. 

A  hulband 

rome. 

A  horn 

fhing. 

To  hear 

fhirn. 

Hair 

b  allow. 

'He  and  fhe 

Hi  an. 

Heat 

tattoo. 

A  hand 

vafti. 

An  hour 

yacorah. 

Harveft 

givengro. 

Hatred 

hocleben. 

Here 

fhulta,  fheree, 
aioefee. 

Hungry 

bocolee. 

Hearing 

fhunaloe. 

I. 

A  judge 

bauro. 

I.  mafcuL 

youee. 

I.  fern* 

youefee. 

An  inn 

kirchimo  podrum 

Iron 

fafhtaa. 

An  imap*e 

O 

fino,  wocklee. 

K. 

A  king 

crellis. 

A  key 

clerin. 

L. 

Love 

commoben. 

Light 

dood. 

Life 

gava  or  geeva  *. 

Letters 

liecaw. 

A  lie 

ochano. 

A  lord,  or  fir 

riah  and  raiah. 

A  lady 

raiena  or  roiena*. 

A  lion 

varefs. 

Language 

romana. 

Left 

nalhedoe. 

To  laugh 

faliaw. 

To  look 

aconterree. 

A  lamb 

vaccafhoe. 

Lightening 

bauro,  tood,  or 

dood. 

The  laurel 

covafcorook. 

Little 

coofe. 

The  leg 

herree. 

Lead 

molous. 

M. 

A  mountain 

dumbo  *  and 

cumbo. 

Mufic 

calabeen. 

A  mother 

die  or  aai. 

A  man 

rome  *  or  pior- 

geo. 

The  moon 

moonah. 

Meat,  or  food  mafs. 

Milk 

tood. 

Much 

boot. 

More 

everfecoft. 

A  mile 

meou. 

To-morrow 

ovavo  dev  us. 

A  mule 

milo. 

N. 

The  nofe 

nock. 

G  3 

Numbers 
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boot. 

The  fun 

cham. 

Nine 

enneah. 

Soot 

couloe. 

A  nail  of  the  hand  nie. 

Sulphur 

congrogre. 

New 

nevo. 

To  fmg 

givellan. 

A  nutme? 

i 

cockwhur. 

A  fong 

gillee  or  givel- 

A  needle 

thubh. 

lee. 

A  nation 

baurifoki. 

A  fervant 

radchevo. 

Night 

rattie. 

A  {word 

harrow  and  ban¬ 
co,  charrie. 

O. 

Sicknefs 

naphilifoli. 

Old 

cofhtan. 

Sifter 

pan  and  pen. 

An  ox 

geronee. 

Silver 

roop. 

Oil 

tedou,  corat. 

A  liar 

frame. 

The  ocean 

bauro,  panes. 

A  ferpent 

fep  and  fap. 

One 

yee. 

Smoke 

Shoes 

tooph, 

chawan. 

'P. 

The  foul 

lefco,  thee. 

Pitch 

bovocrot  or  hovo- 

J  * 

A  lick  man 

naphiloofoli. 

corat. 

A  fick  woman 

naphilee  phillee. 
iic  jofca. 

Prayers 

miffihe. 

Soon 

A  pried 

raihee. 

A  fhepherd 

baucoringro. 

A  peach 

poomingro. 

Strait 

fitolongfoli. 

A  palace 

erellis  efcochare. 

crooco  bango. 

To  pray 

moughem. 

Sight 

dicken 

A  path 

A  picture 

podrom. 

Smell 

fhocmaloe. 

fine  choverie. 

Sleep,  or  to  deep 
To  Iwear 

favanovv. 

fovochollo. 

R. 

To  fpeak 

racamlnfoe* 

Rain 

briikenoe. 

Salt 

loon. 

A  river 

doriove  or  dork 

Summer 

tattabeen. 

obb. 

Silk  ' 

p’har. 

Red 

lolo. 

Sand 

barraw. 

A  rock 

bar. 

A  ftorm 

bauro  beval  aco- 

A  ring 

vaumidry. 

chenos. 

To  run 

prafthem. 

A  faddlf 

bo  Hi  tow. 

A  road 

drom  and  po- 
drum. 

A  fpur 

T 

pofomifo,  gree. 

S. 

Two 

due. 

* 

O  !.X 

iho. 

Three 

trin. 

Seven 

afta. 

Ten 

defh. 

To  fee 

becaiun  and  dif- 

T  vventy 

bifh. 

caloe. 

Twenty-one 

yec  bifli* 

A  fhip 

bara  and  baro. 

This 

acavat. 

The  lea 

bauro  panee  *  and 

That 

acavo. 

doeyave. 

A  town 

burgau. 

A  fteeple 

boro,  fule. 

Tar 

chinaber. 

A  foix 

chavo. 

The  tongue 

chive. 

Thunder 

Thunder 
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Thunder 

godlie. 

The  wind 

beval. 

Time 

lucumoro. 

A  waiftcoat 

bringeree. 

Tears 

panee. 

A  woman 

romee. 

Truth 

techeben. 

Wine 

moul. 

A  tree 

rook. 

Words 

ohano. 

A  table 

miftali. 

White 

porno. 

A  tomb 

bauro  balfcop- 

To  wafh 

to  warn  ah. 

latti. 

To  walk 

iaw,  parafs. 

A  tooth 

dennam. 

A  whale 

bauro  mattahee. 

Warm 

tattoo. 

U. 

Winter 

fhillaloe. 

An  uncle 

chauk. 

A  window 

k’howe. 

A  whip 

chucknee. 

V. 

A  waggon 

vadon. 

A  village 

gave. 

A  wave 

bauro  panee. 

A  valley 

delvo. 

The  vine 

patarim. 

Y. 

Yellow 

tedan. 

W. 

A  year 

yabefh. 

Water 

panee  *. 

Yefterday 

callicoe. 

Zingara,  or  Gypfey  words,  which  accord  with  others  in  the  native  Perfic, 

or  in  the  Perftc  of  Indoftan. 


Zingara.  Englifh.  Perhc,  or  Indoftan. 

See  the  vocabulary.  See  Herbert’s  Travels,  p.  99, 

now  communicated.  and  p.  315. 


Pannee  or  panee 

Water  or  drinJ 

Yog 

Fire 

Cumbee 

A  hill 

Riah  and  raiah 

Sir,  or  lord 

Yaccal 

A  dog 

Roop 

Silver 

Gave 

A  village 

Mafs 

Food 

Miffali 

A  table 

Sharrous 

The  head 

Starrie 

A  ftar 

Vafti 

The  hand 

Mawrp 

Bread 

Doriove  or  doriobb 

A  fea  or  river 

Peola 

To  drink 

Nevo 

New 

G 


Panne. 

Augi. 

Conbee. 

Raiah. 

Iaccal,  a  kind  of  wild  dog. 
Roopee,  a  filver  coin. 

Gam. 

Meafe. 

Miifale. 

Sharree. 

Starra. 

Daft. 

Maurow,  uncertain. 

Deriaw,  Deriobb. 

N.  B.  Qbb  is  water,  as  is  alf@ 
dor ,  in  many  languages. 

Peola,  a  cup. 

Nevos. 


Mumallee 
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Mumallee 


A  candle 


Clerin  A  key 

Giir  and  kir  A  houfe 

Dennani  A  tooth 


Mum,  and  mumbattee,  podlbly 
a  its  brake  for  numhallee. 
Cleet. 

Gur. 

Dandon. 


The  Numerals  of  the  Zingara,  or  Gypfey  Tribes ;  compared  with  thqfe 
of  Xndoftan  and  Perfia,  as  they  are  to  be  found  in  Herbert’s  Travel's, 
p,  310,  and  in  Bell  of  Airtermony’s  Travels,  vol.  II.  p.  117 


Zingara. 

Per  lie  of 
Herbert. 

Indoitan  of 

Bell. 

I . 

Yec 

Yec 

Eik. 

2. 

Due 

Do  or  dew 

Duy. 

3* 

Trin 

f  Se  and  tean 

Tin. 

4* 

Stor 

Char 

Tzar. 

5* 

Peng 

Panch 

Penge. 

6. 

Sho 

She  Hi 

Tzo. 

7* 

Afta 

Haft 

Tatee. 

8. 

Oitoo 

Ha  Oil 

Aatza. 

9- 

Enneah 

No 

Nouy. 

10. 

Defh 

Dab 

Dafs. 

20. 

30. 

Biih 

Bilk  u  delh 

Bee  it 

40. 

Due  biffia 

Zingara, 

or  Gypfey  words 

,  remarkably  fimilar  to  fome  in  other 
Languages. 

Cham 

The  fan 

cn,  non. 

Heb.  the  fun  and  heat. 

Geeva 

Life 

mn,  Heb. 

cheva. 

*  The  following  paffage  from  this  book  is  worth  tranfcribing.  “  During  my 
ftay  (fays  Mr.  Bell)  at  Tobol  iky,  I  was  informed  that  a  large  troop  of  Gypfies 
had  been  lately  at  that,  place,  to  the  number  of  lixty  or  upwards.  The  Ruffians 
call  thefe  vagabonds  J’zigganj.  Their  forry  baggage  was  carried  upon  horfes  and 
affes .  The  Vice  Governor  fent  for  fome  of  the  chief  of  the  gang,  and  demanded, 
whither  they  were  going.  They  anfwered,  to  China.  He  Hopped  their  progrefs, 
and  lent  them  back.”  Bell's  Travels,  vol.  II.  p,  1  57.  Simeon  Simeonis  feems 
to  have  met  with  fome  of  the  Gypfey  tribe  in  Cyprus,  in  1332.  (t  Ibidem  et  vi¬ 
dimus  g'entem  extra  civitatem  ritu  Graecorum  utentem,  et  de  genere  Chaym  fe  effe 
aflerftntem,  quae  raro,  vel  minquam,  in  loco  aliquo  moratur  ultra  xxx  dies  ;  fed 
Temper,  velut  a  Deo  matedidh,  vaga  et  prefuga  port  xxx  diem  de  campo  in  cam- 
pum,  cum  tentoriis  parvis,  oblongis,  nigris,  et  humiiibus,  ad  modum  Arabum  de 
cayerna  in  cavernam  difcurrit,  quia  locus  ab  his  habitatus  poll  didturn  terminum 
efficitur  plenus  vermibus  et  immunditiis,  cum  quibus  impoffibile  eft  habitare.” 

Simeon  Simeonis  I  tin.  p.  17 

f  Herbert  fays  yec  curfe  is  one  mile,  and  a  league  or  three  miles  is  lean  curfew 
teem  is,  therefore,  three# 


Cufht 
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Cufht 

•v 

A  bow 

nu>p,  Heb.  cufhet. 

Geronee 

An  ox 

pp,  Heb.  Keren,  quail  cornutus. 

Varefs 

A  lion 

m«  ;  Heb,  Alfo  Din,  the  fun ;  of 

which  the  lion  was  an  emblem. 

Bara 

A  (hip 

Bari,  Coptic  and  old  Egyptian. 

Bai 

A  bough 

Bai,  Coptic  and  Egyptian.  See 

Aulus  Gellius. 

Rome 

A  man 

ancient  Egyptian.  See 

Herodotus. 

Colee 

Anger 

XsA^,  Creek. 

Tooph 

Smoke 

TvQoq,  Greek. 

Sep  or  fap 

A  ferpent 

Greek. 

Trefh 

Fear 

T Greek ,  trepido. 

Apra 

Above  or  over 

Supra,  vtci£. 

Raiena  and 

A  great  lady 

Regina,  Lat.  N.  B.  Rex,  regi , 

Roiena 

raiat ,  all  of  the  fame  analogy,, 

Moul 

Wine 

Mulfum,  Lat. 

Drom 

A  way  or  ro'ad 

Apo[j.o;,  Greek. 

Podrom 

A  foot  path,  quaf  IIo^o;  fo^oc,  Greek . 

Pal 

A  brother 

Fel,  Hungarian. 

Matchian 

A  cat 

Matcha,  a  tiger,  Malay  and  Ma - 

dagafear . 

Crfellis 

A  king 

Crellis,  Bohemia n. 

Campen 

To  fight 

Campen,  Teutonic. 

Beuga 

The  Devil 

Beug,  night,  Mindanao. 

Ext  raft  from  an 

Account  of  the  Caves 

of  the  milling  tribes  ;  but  I  am  al¬ 

on  the  Elephanta  Ifland,  near 

lured,  the  country  powers  never 

Bombay,  by 

Lieutenant  -  Colonel 

admitted  their  public  deeds  to  be 

Barry.  From  the  Gentleman*  s 

drawn  in  the  language  of  foreign¬ 

Magazine  for 

1785. 

ers. 

That  thefe  caves  were  formed 

(  C  T  Nfeveral  parts  ofthecoall  about 
I  Bombay,  are  found  caves  of 
fuch  remote  antiquity,  that  neither 
tradition  nor  records  can  reach  their 
origin  ;  in  many  of  them  are  in- 
fcriptions,  written  in  a  language 
and  characters  now  totally  unknown; 
but  of  thefe  difufed,  or  dead  lan¬ 
guages,  befides  the  Shanfcrit,  or  fa- 
cred  one,  there  are,  in  India,  many 
remains.  I  am  told  the  Jews  at 
Cochin  have  yet  the  grant  of  their 
fynagogue,  at  prefent  unintelligi¬ 
ble  ;  this,  I  once  conjectured, 
might  be  in  the  primitive  Hebrew, 
as  thefe  people  are  fuppofed  to  be 


for  religious  purpofes,  cannot  even 
be  doubted,  as  well  from  their  con- 
liruclion,  as  the  fculptured  repre- 
fentations  of  Gentoo  mythology, 
which  all  of  them  contain  :  per-* 
haps  a  defcription  of  one  might  be 
introduced,  with  good  efFeCt,  as  an 
epifode  to  feme  eaftern  heroic  poem. 

It  is  not  unpleafant  to  trace,  as. 
men  grow  refined,  the  temples  of 
their  worfnip,  from  the  darknefs  of 
caves  and  forelb,  through  the  gloom 
of  Gothic  ftruCtures,  to  the  airy  ele¬ 
gance  of  Grecian  architecture. 

As  I  vifited  the  Elephanta,  the 
principal,  I  would  call  it,  cathe¬ 
dral, 

*  v 
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dral,  of  thefe  caves,  I  fhall  attempt 
fome  account  of  it. 

This  extraordinary  offspring  of 
human  induftry  is  on  Elephanta 
Ifland,  fo  called  from  the  ftatiie  of 
an  elephant,  of  natural  iize,  toler¬ 
ably  cut  out  of  a  folid  rock,  on  its 
weft  coaft,  which  is  nearly  fix  miles 
from  the  caftle  of  Bombay  :  the 
caves  are  about  the  middle  of  this 
iflet  ;  the  approach  to  them  being 
through  a  deep  ravine,  fo  that  one 
is  ftruck  with  furprize  at  coming 
fuddenly  on  their  openings,  and 
feeing  an  abrupt  precipice,  of  more 
than  60  feet  perpendicular,  riling 
from  the  roofs  of  thefe  excavations, 
and  covered  at  the  fummit  with 
fhrubs  and  trees,  that  hang  over  the 
rock,  which  is  of  hard  ftone,  more 
fo  than  that  ufually  employed  in  our 
home  edifices  ;  but  as  many  quar¬ 
ries  are  known  to  indurate  when 
cxpofed  to  the  air,  it  may  not  be 
tmreafonabie  to  infer,  that  its  pre- 
fent  denfity  is  partly  original,  and 
partly  acquired  3  but  of  this,  how¬ 
ever,  I  neither  made  experiment, 
nor  fought  information. 

Of  thefe  caves  there  are  three  ; 
the  principal  being  in  the  centre, 
and  the  leffer  ones  on  either  hand, 
though  not  placed  in  ftmilar  direc¬ 
tions  ;  one  having  a  common  front, 
the  other  being  at  right  anodes 
with  it  :  in  each  of  the  inferior  ones 
is  a  finall  chapel,  with  baths  at  the 
end. 

To  the  grand  cave,  or  temple, 
there  are  three  entrances  by  por¬ 
ticoes  of  four  pillars  each,  of  the 
fame  order  with  thofe  within.  Its 
elevation  is  very  difproportionate 
to  its  area,  which  laft  is  nearly  a 
iquare  of  40  yards,  whilft  its  height 
is  not  more  than  half  as  many  feet ; 
but  the  eye  is  not  only  offended  at 
mil  by  the  lownefs,  but  alfo  by  the 


flatnefs  of  the  roof ;  which  certainly 
would  have  acquired  more  of  gran¬ 
deur  by  being  arched,  the  effedt  of 
which  we  obferve  in  our  own  church¬ 
es.  This  roof  is  fupported  by  36 
columns,  placed  at  equal  diftances, 
though  fome  of  them  have  been 
broken  down  by  the  intemperate 
zeal  of  the  Portuguefe  to  extermi¬ 
nate  idolatry  ;  which,  as  well  as 
the  taftelefs  curiofitv  of  latter  vifi- 
tants,  has  liketyife  impaired  many 
of  the  figures. 

Each  column  is  divided  into 
three  equal  parts,  the  pedeftal  be¬ 
ing  one,  the  111  aft  another  ;  and  the 
capital,  including  the  entablature, 
the  third ;  the  pedeftals  are  fquare  , 
the  lhafts  rudely  grooved,  and  not, 
as  ufual,  cylindrical,  but  gradually 
bulbing  outwards  to  the  centre, 
their  greateft  diameter  being  more 
than  half  their  height.  The  capi¬ 
tals  are,  as  their  lhafts,  grooved, 
and  appear,  to  ufe  the  miner’s 
phrafe,  like  globes  flattened  by  the 
preftiire  of  country  cm  them.  The 
entablatures  are  Ample,  and  with¬ 
out  diftindl  diviftons  of  members, 
Thefe  proportions  and  forms,  fo 
difterent  from  Grecian  rules,  are 
not  pleaftng  to  a  corrected  tafte  ; 
but  as  they  have  in  themielves  the 
ftricteft  uniformity  of  common  prin¬ 
ciple,  undoubtedly  prove  the  arts 
to  have  been  far  advanced  at  the 
early  period  of  their  conftrudrion. 

To  the  right,  and  within  the 
large  cave,  extending  the  fquare  of 
four  pillars,  which  form  its  angles, 
is  a  fmall  temple  or  chapel,  having- 
on  the  ground  a  large  altar,  ob¬ 
long,  fomewhat  raifed,  and  coarfely 
cut ;  on  the  top  of  which  is  a  cone, 
refembling  the  pivots  of  the  rock¬ 
ing  flones  in  Cornwall,  or  at  Stone- 
Henge,  the  tops  of  the  uprights  for 
receiving  their  tranfems,  and,  per- 
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haps,  in  its  defign,  for  fome  fuch 
purpofe.  In  each  of  the  lelfer  caves, 
there  are  feveral  chapels. 

On  the  fides  of  the  porticoes,  and 
in  compartments  at  the  farther  end, 
are,  in  balTo  relievo,  pieces  of 
fculpture,  moll  of  their  figures  be¬ 
ing  Coloflian,  and  all  reprefenting 
parts  of  the  Gentoo  mythology  ; 
the  centre  is  an  image  of  the  qua¬ 
druple-faced  Brimha,  the  god  of 
the  Bedas.  Thefe  ftatues,  fuch  as 
we  lee  them,  grotefque  and  fanci¬ 
ful,  are  to  us  the  objedts  of  eaftera 


9* 

adoration,  and,  in  their  prefent  mu¬ 
tilated  Hate,  prove  the  artift  nei¬ 
ther  unlkilful,  or  unacquainted  with 
animal  proportions,  which  are  well 
preferved,  even  in  thofe  which  ex¬ 
tend  the  height  of  the  excavation, 
or  which  the  hieroglyphic  doctrines 
of  the  Bramins  represent  moil  whim- 
iicaliy  ;  for,  indeed,  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  nature  and  fymmetry  may 
as  well  be  difplayed  in  the  ftatues  of 
a  Silenus  or  Medea,  as  in  thofe  of 
an  Apollo  cr  Venus. J> 
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M  ISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS 


Account  of  a  curious  Mode  of  travel¬ 
ling  in  Kamtfchatka,  by  means  of 
Sledges  dranvn  by  Dogs ,  as  def¬ 
er  ihed  in  the  "journey  taken  by 
Captains  Gore  and  King,  from 
the  Harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul  to  Bolcheretfk,  the  Reflf&nce 
ef  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
Kamtfchatka ; from  Captain King’s 
Continuation  of  Captain  Cook's 
l aft  Voyage.  V ol.  III. 

ii  4  BOUT  nine  o’clock  the 
I  %  fame  evening,  we  were  a- 
wakened  by  the  melancholy  bowl¬ 
ings  of  the  dogs,  which  continued 
all  the  time  our  baggage  was  ladl¬ 
ing  upon  the  fledges  ;  but,  as  fcon  as 
they  were  yoked,  and  we  were  all 
prepared  to  fet  out,  this  changed 
into  a  light  cheerful  yelping,  which 
intirely  ceafed  the  inilant  they 
marched  off.  But,  before  we  fet 
out,  the  reader  may  expect  to  be 
made  more  particularly  acquainted 
with  this  curious  mode  of  travelling. 

The  body  *  is  about  four  feet 
gnd  a  half  long,  and  a  foot 
wide,  made  in  the  form  of  a 
crefcent,  of  light  tough  wood, 
itrongly  bound  together  with  wicker 
work  ;  which  in  thofe  belonging  to 


the  better  fort  of  people  is  elegant¬ 
ly  flained  of  a  red  and  blue  colour, 
and  the  feat  covered  with  bear  fkins, 
or  other  furs.  It  is  fupported  by 
four  legs,  about  two  feet  high, 
which  reft  on  two  long  flat  pieces 
of  wood,  five  or  fix  inches  broad, 
extending  a  foot  at  each  end  beyond 
the  body  of  the  fledge.  Thefe  are 
turned  up  before,  in  the  manner  of 
a  fkate,  and  ihod  with  the  bone  of 
fome  fea  animal.  The  fore  part  of 
the  carriage  is  ornamented  with 
thongs  of  leather  and  taffels  of  co~ 
loured  cloth ;  and  from  the  crofs 
bar,  to  which  the  harnefs  is  joined, 
are  hung  links  of  iron,  or  fmall 
bells,  the  jingling  of  which  they 
conceive  to  be  encouraging  to  the 
dogs.  They  are  feldom  ufed  to 
carry  more  than  one  perfon  at  a 
time,  who  fits  aflde,  reding  his  feet 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  fledge, 
and  carrying  his  provifions  and  other 
neceffaries,  wrapped  up  in  a  bun¬ 
dle,  behind  him.  The  dogs  are 
ufually  five  in  number,  yoked  two 
and  two,  with  a  leader.  The  reins 
not  being  fattened  to  the  head 
of  the  dogs,  but  to  the  collar, 
have  little  power  over  them,  and 
are  therefore  generally  hung  upon 


#  Viz.  of  the  fledge. 
Lever, 


One  of  thefe  fledges  was  in  the  pofleffion  of  Sir  Afliton 

the 


5 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


the  fledge,  wh.il ft  the  driver  de¬ 
pends  entirely  on  their  obedience 
to  his  voice  for  the  direction  of 
them.  With  this  view,  die  leader 
is  always  trained  up  with  a  particu¬ 
lar  degree  of  care  and  attention  ; 
fome  of  them  rifing  to  a  molt  extra¬ 
ordinary  value  on  account  of  their 
docility  and  fleadinefs ;  infomuch, 
that  for  one  of  thefe,  I  am  well  af- 
fured,  forty  roubles  (or  ten  pounds) 
was  no  unufual  price.  The  driver 
is  alfo  provided  with  a  crooked  flick, 
which  anfwers  the  purpofe  both  of 
whip  and  reins ;  as  by  linking  it 
into  the  fnow,  he  is  enabled  to  mo¬ 
derate  the  fpeed  of  the  dogs,  or 
even  to  flop  them  entirely  ;  and 
when  they  are  lazy,  or  otherwife 
inattentive  to  his  voice,  he  chaf- 
tifes  them  by  throwing  it  at  them. 
Upon  tfiefe  occafions,  their  dexterity 
in  picking  it  up  again  is  very  re¬ 
markable,  and  forms  the  principal 
difficulty  of  their  art.  But  it  is  in¬ 
deed  not  furprifing,  that  they 
ihould  labour  to  be  fkilful  in  a 
practice  upon  which  their  fafety  fo 
materially  depends.  For  they  fay, 
that  if  the  driver  fhould  happen  to 
lofe  his  flick,  the  dogs  will  inflant- 
ly  perceive  it ;  and  unlefs  their 
leader  be  of  the  moll  fober  and  re- 
folute  kind,  they  will  immediately 
run  a-head  full  fpeed,  and  never 
flop  till  they  are  quite  fpent.  But 
as  that  will  not  be  the  cafe  foon,  it 


generally  happens,  that  cither  tbd 
carriage  is  overturned,  and  dafhed 
to  pieces  againfl  the  trees,  or  they 
hurry  down  fome  precipice,  and  are 
all  buried  in  the  fnow.  The  ac¬ 
counts  that  were  given  us  of  the 
fpeed  of  thefe  dogs,  and  of  their 
extraordinary  patience  of  hunger 
and  fatigue,  were  fcarcely  credible, 
if  they  had  net  been  fupported  by 
the  bell  authority.  We  were  in¬ 
deed  ourfelves  witneffes  of  the  great 
expedition  with  which  the  meffen- 
ger,  who  had  been  difpatched  to 
Bolcheretfk  with  the  news  of  our  ar¬ 
rival;  returned  to  the  harbour  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  though  the 
fnew  was,  at  this  time,  exceedingly 
foft.  But  I  was  informed,  by  the 
Commander  of  Kamtfchatka,  that 
this  journey  was  generally  per¬ 
formed  in  two  days  and  a  half ;  and 
that  he  had  once  received  an  exprefs 
from  the  latter  place  in  twenty-three 
hours. 

The  dogs  are  fed  during  the  win¬ 
ter,  on  the  offals  of  dried  and  /link¬ 
ing  fifh  ;  but  are  always  deprived 
of  this  miferable  food,  a  day  before 
they  fet  out  on  a  journey,  and  ne¬ 
ver  fuffered  to  eat  before  they  reach 
the  end  of  it.  We  were  alio  told, 
that  it  was  not  unufual  for  them  to 
continue  thus  faking  two  entire 
days,  in  which  time  they  would 
perform  a  journey  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles #.  Thefe  dogs 


*  Extraordinary  as  this  may  appear,  Krafchininikoff,  whofe  account  of  Kamt¬ 
fchatka,  from  every  thing  that  I  law,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  it 
v/ith,  feems  to  me  to  deferve  entire  credit;  and  whofe  authority  I jhall ,  therefore, 
frequently  have  recourfe  to;  relates  inilances  of  this  kind,  that  are  much  more 
furprifing.  t(  Travelling  parties,”  fays  he,  “  are  often  overtaken  v/ith  dreadful 
1C  ftorms  of  fnow,  on  the  approach  of  which,  they  drive,  with  the  utmofl  pre~ 
u  cipitation,  into  the  nearejl  wood,  and  there  are  obliged  to  Hay,  till  the  tempeft, 
u  which  frequently  falls  fix  or  feven  days,  is  over ;  the  dogs  remaining  all  this 
“  while  quiet  and  inoffenfive;  except  that  fometimes,  when  prefl  by  hunger,  they 
t£  will  devour  their  reins,  and  the  other  leathern  parts  of  the/harnefs.” 

Hifory  and  Defer  iption  of  Kamtfchatka ,  by  Krafchininikoff 1 
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are,  in  fhape,  fomewhat  like  the 
Pomeranian  breed,  but  confiderably 
larger. 

As  we  did  not  choofe  to  truft 
to  our  own  fkill,  we  had  each  of  us 
a  man  to  drive  and  guide  the  Hedge, 
which,  from  the  hate  the  roads  were 
now  in,  proved  a  very  laborious 
buiinefs.  For,  as  the  thaw  had  ad¬ 
vanced  very  confiderably  in  the  val- 
lies,  through  which  our  road  lay, 
we  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
keeping  along  the  fides  of  the 
hills ;  and  this  obliged  our  guides, 
who  were  provided  with  fnow-fhoes 
for  that  purpofe,  to  fupport  the 
fledges,  on  the  lower  fide,  with 
their  fhoulders,  for  feveral  miles 
together.  I  had  a  very  good-hu¬ 
moured  Coffack  to  attend  me,  who 
was,  however,  fo  very  unfkilful  in 
Ms  buiinefs,  that  we  were  overturn¬ 
ed  almoft  every  minute,  to  the 
great  entertainment  of  the  red  of 
the  company.  Our  party  confided, 
in  all,  of  ten  dedges.  That  in 
which  Captain  Gore  was  carried, 
was  made  of  two  ladled  together, 
and  abundantly  provided  with  furs 
and  bear-lkins ;  it  had  ten  dogs, 
yoked  four  abread ;  as  had  alfo 
feme  of  thofe  that  were  heavy  laden 
with  baggage. 

When  we  had  proceeded  about 
four  miles,  it  began  to  rain  ; 
which,  added  to  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  threw  us  all  into  confufion. 
It  was  at  lad  agreed,  that  we 
Ihould  remain,  where  we  were,  till 
day -light ;  and  accordingly  we  came 
to  anchor  in  the  fnow  (for  I  cannot 
better  exprefs  the  manner  in  which 
the  dedges  were  fecured) ,  and 
wrapping  ourfelves  up  in  our  furs, 
waited  patiently  for  the  morning. 
About  three  o’clock  we  were  called 
on  to  fet  out,  our  guides  being  ap- 
prehendve,  that  if  we  waited  long¬ 


er,  we  might  be  flopped  by  the 
thaw,  and  neither  be  able  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  nor  to  return.  After  encoun¬ 
tering  many  difficulties,  which  were 
principally  occafioned  by  the  bad 
condition  of  the  road,  at  two  in 
the  afternoon,  we  got  fafe  to  an 
cjirog ,  called  Natcheekin,  fituated 
on  the  fide  of  a  fmall  dream,  which 
falls  into  the  Bolchoireka,  a  little 
way  below  the  town.  The  didance 
between  Karatchin  and  Natcheekin. 
is  thirty-eight  werds  (or  twenty- 
five  miles) ;  and  had  the  hard  frod 
continued,  we  ihould  not,  by  their 
account,  have  been  more  than  four 
hours  in  performing  it ;  but  the 
fnow  was  io  foft,  that  the  dogs,  ai¬ 
med  at  every  ftep,  funk  up  to  their 
bellies  ;  and  I  was  -indeed  much 
furprifed  at  their  being  at  all  able 
to  overcome  the  difficulties  of  fo  fa¬ 
tiguing  a  journey.” 


An  Account  of  the  Manner  of  Bear¬ 
hunting  prattifed  by  the  Kamt- 
fchadales  ;  from  the  fa?ne. 

C  c  |~*  FIE  next  day,  I  fet  on  foot 
J.  another  hunting  party, 
and  put  myfelf  under  the  direction 
of  the  clerk  of  the  pariffi,  who  was 
a  celebrated  bear-hunter.  We  ar¬ 
rived,  by  fun-fet,  at  the  fide  of 
one  of  the  larger  lakes.  The  next 
dep  was  to  conceal  ourfelves  as  much 
as  poffible  ;  and  this  we  were  able 
to  do  very  effectually,  among  fome 
long  grafs  and  bruih-wood,  that 
grew  clofe  to  the  water’s  edge.  We 
had  not  lain  long  in  ambufh,  before 
we  had  the  pleafure  to  hear  the 
growlingsof  bears  in  different  parts 
round  about  us ;  and  our  expecta¬ 
tions  were  loon  gratified,  by  the 
fight  of  one  of  them  in  the  water, 
which  feemed  to  be  fwimming  di- 
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reflly  to  the  place  where  we  lay 
hid.  The  moon,  at  this  time,  gave 
a  coniiderable  light ;  and  when  the 
animal  had  advanced  about  fifteen 
yards,  three  of  us  tired  at  it,  pretty 
nearly  at  the  fame  time.  The  be  all: 
immediately  turned  ihort  on  one 
fide,  and  fet  up  a  noife,  which  could 
hot  properly  be  called  roaring,  nor 
growling,  nor  yelling,  but  was  a 
mixture  of  all  three,  and  horrible 
beyond  defcription.  We  plainly 
favv  that  it  was  feverely  wounded, 
and  that  with  difficulty  it  gained 
the  bank,  and  retreated  to  fome 
thick  bufhes  at  a  little  didance.  It 
hill  continued  to  make  the  fame 
loud  and  terrible  noife  ;  and  though 
the  Kamtfchadales  were  perfuaded 
it  was  mortally  wounded,  and  could 
get  no  farther,  yet  they  thought  it 
mod  advifeable  not  to  roufe  it  again 
for  the  prefent.  It  was,  at  this 
time,  pad  nine  o’clock ;  and  the 
night  becoming  overcad,  and  threat¬ 
ening  a  change  of  weather,  we 
thought  it  mod  prudent  to  return 
home,  and  defer  the  gratification  of 
our  curiodty  till  morning,  when 
we  returned  to  the  ipot,  and  found 
the  bear  dead  in  the  place  to  which 
it  had  been  watched.  It  proved  to 
be  a  female,  and  beyond  the  com¬ 
mon  fize. 

<c  As  the  account  of  our  fird 
hunting  party  will  be  apt  to  give 
the  reader  a  wrong-  idea  of  the 
method  in  which  this  fport  is  ufu- 
ally  conducted ;  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  add  a  few  more  words  on 
the  fuhjeft;  and  which  I  am  the 
better  able  to  do  lince  this  lad  ex¬ 
pedition. 

“  When  the  natives  come  to  the 
ground  frequented  by  the  bears, 
which  they  contrive  to  reach  about 
fun-fet,  the  fird  deD  is  to  look  for 

7  x 

their  tracks,  to  examine  which  are 
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the  frefhed,  and  the  bed  fituated 
with  a  view  to  concealment,  and  tak¬ 
ing  aim  at  the  bead,  either  as  he  is 
paffing  by,  or  advancing  in  front, 
or  going  from  them.  Thefe  tracks 
are  found  in  the  greated  numbers, 
leading  from  the  woods  down  to  the 
lakes,  and  among  the  long  fedgy 
grafs  and  brakes  by  the  edge  of  the 
water.  The  place  of  ambufcade 
being  determined  upon,  the  hunters 
next  fix  in  the  ground  the  crutches, 
upon  which  their  firelocks  are  made 
to  red,  pointing  them  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  thev  mean  to  make  their  fhot. 

J 

This  done,  they  kneel  or  lie  down, 
as  the  circumdances  of  the  cover 
require ;  and,  with  their  bear-fpears 
by  their  fide,  wait  for  their  game. 
Thefe  precautions,  which  are  chief¬ 
ly  taken,  in  order  to  make  fure 
of  their  mark,  are,  on  feveral  ac¬ 
counts,  highly  expedient.  For,  in 
the  fird  place,  ammunition  is  fo 
dear  at  Kamtfchatka,  that  the  price 
of  a  bear  will  not  purchafe  more  of 
it  than  is  fufficient  to  load  a  muiket 
four  or  five  times  ;  and,  what  is 
more  material,  if  the  bear  be  not 
rendered  incapable  of  purfuit  by 
the  fird  fhot,  the  confequences  are 
often  fatal.  Fie  immediately  makes 

j 

toward  the  place  from  whence  the 
noife  and  fmoke  idue,  and  attacks 
his  adverfaries  with  great  fury.  It 
is  impoffible  for  them  to  reload,  as 
the  animal  is  feldom  at  more  than 
twelve  or  fifteen  yards  didance, 
when  he  is  fired  at :  fo  that  if  he 
does  not  fall,  they  immediately  put 
themfelves  in  a  podure  to  receive 
him  upon  their  fpears ;  and  their 
fafety  greatly  depends  on  their  giv¬ 
ing  him  a  mortal  dab,  as  he  fird 
comes  upon  them.  If  he  parries  the 
thrud  (which,  bv  the  extraordinary 
drength  and  agility  of  their  paws, 
they  are  often  enabled  to  do),  and 

thereby 
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thereby  breaks  in  upon  his  adverfa- 
ries,  the  conflid  becomes  very  un¬ 
equal,  and  it  is  well  if  the  life  of 
one  of  the  party  alone  fufhce  to  pay 
the  forfeit. 

“  There  are  two  feafons  of  the  year 
when  this  diverfion,  or  occupation, 
as  it  may  be  rather  called,  is  more 
particularly  dangerous :  in  the  fpring, 
when  the  bears  firft  come  forth,  after 
having  fubfifled,  as  is  univerfally 
afferted  here,  on  fucking  their  paws 
through  the  winter ;  and  efpecially 
if  the  froft  happen  to  be  fevere,  and 
the  ice  not  to  be  broken  up  in  the 
lake  at  that  time,  by  which  means 
they  are  deprived  of  their  ordinary 
and  expected  food.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  theyfoon  become  ex¬ 
ceedingly  familhed,  and  fierce  and 
favage  in  proportion.  They  will 
purfue  the  natives  by  the  (cent  ; 
and,  as  they  now  prowl  about  out 
of  their  ufual  tracks,  frequently 
come  upon  them  unawares ;  and 
when  this  happens,  as  the  Karot- 
fchadales  have  not  the  fmalleft  no¬ 
tion  of  fheotinsr  flying;,  nor  even 
at  an  animal  running,  or  in  any  way 
except  with  their  piece  on  a  reft, 
the  bear-hunters  often  fall  a  facri- 
flce  to  their  hunger.  The  other 
feafon  in.  which  it  is  dangerous  to 
come  in  their  wav,  is  at  the  time  of 
their  copulation,  which  is  generally 
about  this  time  of  the  year. 

An  extraordinary  in  fiance  of  na¬ 
tural  affedion  in  thefe  animals  hath 
been  already  mentioned.  Thechace 
affords  a  variety  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
and  not  lefs  affbding  ;  many  of 
which  were  related  to  me.  'File 
Kamifchadales  derive  great  advan¬ 
tage  in  hunting,  from  this  circum- 
ftance.  They  never  venture  to  Are 
upon  a  young  bear,  when  the  mo¬ 
ther  is  near  :  for,  if  the  cub  drop, 
fire  becomes  enraged  to  a  degree 


little  fhort  of  madnefs ;  and  if  fhe 
get  fight  of  the  enemy,  will  only 
quit  her  revenge  with  her  life.  On 
the  contrary,  if  the  dam  be  fhot, 
the  cubs  will  not  leave  her  fide, 
even  after  fhe  has  been  dead  a  long 
time  ;  but  continue  about  her, 
fhewing,  by  a  variety  of  affecting 
actions  and  geftures,  marks  of  the 
deepeft  aftiidion,  and  thus  become 
an  eafy  prey  to  the  hunters. 

f  f  Nor  is  the  fagacity  of  the  bears, 
if  the  Kamtfchadales  are  to  be  cre¬ 
dited,  lefs  extraordinary,  or  lefs 
worthy  to  be  remarked,  than  their 
natural  affodion.  Of  this  they  have 
a  thoufand  ftories  to  relate.  I  fhall 
content  myfelf  with  mentioning  one 
inftance,  which  the  natives  fpeak  of 
as  a  well-known  fad  ;  and  that  is, 
the  ftratagem  they  have  recourfe  to, 
in  order  to  catch  the  bareins,  which 
are  confiderably  too  fwift  of  foot  for 
them.  Thefe  animals  keep  toge¬ 
ther  in  large  herds  ;  they  frequent 
moftly  the  low  grounds,  and  love  to 
browfe  at  the  feet  of  rocks  and  pre¬ 
cipices.  The  bear  hunts  them  by 
(cent,  till  he  comes  in  fight  ;  when 
he  advances  warily,  keeping  above 
them,  and  concealing  himfelf  a- 
mongfl  the  rocks,  as  he  makes  his 
approaches,  till  he  gets  immediate¬ 
ly  over  them,  and  nigh  enough  for 
his  purpofe.  He  then  begins  to 
pulh  down,  with  his  paws,  pieces  of 
the  rock  amongft  the  herd  below. 
This  manoeuvre  is  not  followed  by 
any  attempt  to  purfue,  until  he  find 
he  has  maimed  one  of  the  flock, 
upon  which  a  courfe  immediately 
enfues,  that  proves  fuccefsful,  or 
otherwife,  according  to  the  hurt  the 
barein  has  received. 

*  4 1  cannot  conclude  this  digreftion, 
without  obferving,  that  the  Kamt¬ 
fchadales  very  thankfully  acknow¬ 
ledge  their  obligations  to  the  bears 

for 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  97 


for  what  little  advancement  they 
have  hitherto  made,  eithef  in  the 
{ciences  or  polite  arts.  They  con- 
fefs  that  they  owe  to  them  all  their 
/kill  both  in  phylic  and  lurgery  ; 
that  by  remarking  with  what  herbs 
thefe  animals  rub  the  wounds  they 
have  received,  and  what  they  have 
recourfe  to  when  lick  and  languid, 
they  have  become  acquainted  with 
molt  of  the  funples  in  ule  among 
them,  either  in  the  way  of  internal 
medicine,  or  external  application. 
But  what  will  appear  fome what  more 
fmgular,  is,  they  acknowledge  the 
bears  likewife  for  their  dancing- 
mailers.  Indeed  the  evidence  of 
one’s  fenfes  puts  this  out  of  difpute; 
for  the  bear-dance  of  the  Kamtf- 
chadales  is  an  exact  counterpart  of 
every  attitude  and  gellure  peculiar 
to  this  animal,  through  its  various 
functions  ;  and  this  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  and  ground-work  of  all  their 
other  dances,  and  what  they  value 
themfelves  mod:  upon.” 


A  circumftantial  Narrative  of  the 
Attempt  made  hy  the  Confederates > 
on  the  Night  of  the  3d  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1771,  to  affajjinate  the  King 
of  Poland.  From  VcL  /.  of  Tra¬ 
vels  into  Poland,  RuEia,  Sweden, 
and  Denmark ;  by  William  Coxe> 
A.  M.  F.  R.  S.  &c. 

TN  prefenting  the  following  narra  ■ 
J  tive  to  our  readers ,  we  Jhall  beg 
leave  to  preface  it  with  the  author' s 
own  words  .* 

THE  following  circtfmftantial  ac¬ 
count  of  this  fmgular  .occurrence 
was  communicated  to  me  by  my  in¬ 
genious  friend  Nathaniel  Wraxall, 
Efq;  whofe  name  is  well  known  in 
the  literary  world  ;  and  who,  dur- 

>  Vo l.  XXVII. 


ing  his  refidence  at  Warfaw,  obtain¬ 
ed  the  moll  authentic  information 
upon  fo  interefting  a  tranfaHion :  as 
he  has  obligingly  permitted  me  to 
enrich  my  work  with  this  narration, 
I  am  happy  to  lay  it  before  the 
reader  in  his  own  words. 

In  the  midll  of  thefe  turbulent 
“  and  difaftrous  feenes,  the  confer 
(<  derates  (who  ever  conlidered  the 
king  as  unlawfully  elefted,  and 
who  imputed  to  his  fatal  eleva- 
(C  tion,  and  direction  or  approba- 
(C  tion,  all  the  various  ills  under 
ft  which  the  kingdom  groaned  from 
(<  the  Ruifian  oppreflion)  planned 
<c  and  executed  one  of  the  moll  dar- 
“  ing  enterprizes  of  which  modem 
^  hillory  makes  mention.  I  mean 
the  attempt  to  afTaffinate  the 
“  king.  It  is  fomewhat  remark - 
<s  able,  that  in  an  age  fo  humaniz- 
ed,  fo  free  from  the  enormous 
fC  and  flagitious  crimes  common  in 
**  barbarous  centuries,  fo  enlight- 
“  ened  as  is  the  prefent,  this  is  the 
“  third  attempt  on  a  crowned  head 
“  in  my  remembrance.  Louis  XV* 
fC  Jofeph  I.  of  Portugal,  and  Sta- 
niflaua  Augullus,  all  narrowly 
efcaped  affaffiiiation.  As  the  at- 
f<  tempt  on  his  Poliih  majefly  was 
fC  perhaps  the  moll  atrocious,  and 
his  efcape  certainly  the  moE  ex- 
<(  traordinary  and  incredible  of  the 
<(  three,  I  fhall  be  as  minute  as 
<c  polfible  in  the  enumeration  of  all 
f  ‘  the  principal  circumhances  which 
“  led  to,  and  which  attended  this 
“  remarkable  event. 

A  Poliih  nobleman,  named 
Pulalki,  a  general  in  the  army 
tc  of  the  confederates,  was  the  per- 
<c  fon  who  planned  the  atrocious 
enterprize  ;  and  the  confpirators 
“  who  carried  it  into  execution 
ec  were  about  forty  in  number,  and 
were  headed  by  three  chiefs, 

H  €(  namei 
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se  named  Lukawfki,Strawenlki,  and 
tc  Kofinfki.  Thefe  three  chiefs  had 
te  been  engaged  and  hired  to  that 
*c  purpofe  by  Pulafki,  who  in  the 
€t  town  of  Czetfchokow,  in  Great 
gt  Poland,  obliged  them  to  fwear 
€t  in  the  molt  folemn  manner,  by 
<c  placing  their  hands  between  his, 
either  to  deliver  the  king  alive 
*c  into  his  hands,  or,  in  cafe  that 
t(  was  impoflible,  to  put  him  to 
death.  The  three  chiefs  chofe 
(e  tnirty-feven  perfonstoaccompany 
*e  them.  On  the  2d  of  November, 
te  about  a  month  after  they  had 
(s  quitted  Czetfchokow,  they  ob- 
t{  tained  admiflion  into  Warfaw  un- 
€c  fufpefted  or  undifcovered  by  the 
tc  following  ftratagem.  They  dif- 
(<  guifed  themfelves  as  peafants 
(C  who  came  to  fell  hay,  and  artfully 
<(  concealed  their  faddles,  arms, 
(f  and  cloaths  under  the  loads  of 
sc  hay  which  they  brought  in  wag- 
€£  gons,  the  more  effeftually  to  ef- 
£s  cape  deteftion. 

<c  On  Sunday  night,  the  3d  of 
*e  September,  1771,  a  few  of  thefe 
et  confpirators  remained  in  the  Ikirts 
“  of  the  town  ;  and  the  others  re- 
tc  paired  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
ft  the  ftreet  of  the  Capuchins,  where 
*(  his  majefty  was  expefted  to  pafs 
t(  by  about  his  ufual  hour  of  return- 
te  ing  to  the  palace.  The  king  had 
*  * **  been  to  vifit  his  uncle  prince  C  zar- 
s<  torilki,  grand  chancellor  of  Li- 
sc  thuania,  and  was  on  his  return 
“  from  thence  to  the  palace  between 
sc  nine  and  ten  o’clock.  He  was  in 
i(  a  coich,  accompanied  by  at  leaft 


fifteen  or  fixteen  attendants,  be- 
fi.de  an  aid-de-camp  in  the  car¬ 
riage  :  fcarce  was  he  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  hundred  paces  from 
prince  Czartorilki’s  palace,  when 
he  was  attacked  by  the  confpira¬ 
tors,  who  commanded  the  coach¬ 
man  to  ftop,  on  pain  of  inftant 
death.  They  fired  feveral  finot 
into  the  carriage,  one  of  which 
pafied  through  the  body  of  a  hey- 
duc,  who  endeavoured  to  defend 
his  maker  from  the  violence  of 
the  afiaflins ,  Almoft  all  the  other 
perfons  *  who  preceded  and  ac¬ 
companied  his  majefty  were  dif- 
perfed  ;  the  aid-de-camp  aban¬ 
doned  him,  and  attempted  to  con¬ 
ceal  himfelf  by  flight.  Mean¬ 
while  the  king  had  opened  th« 
door  of  his  carriage,  with  the  de- 
fign  of  e Hefting  his  efcape  under 
fhelter  of  the  night,  which  was 
extremely  dark.  He  had  even 
alighted,  when  the  afiaflins  feized 
him  by  the  hair,  exclaiming  in 
Polifh,with  horrible  execrations, 
c  W e  have  thee  now  ;  thy  hour  is 
(e  come.’  One  of  them  difcharged 
ie  a  pifiol  at  him  fo  very  near,  that 
he  felt  the  heat  of  the  flafh ;  while 
another  cut  him  acrofs  the  head 
fC  with  his  fabre,  which  penetrated 
t(  to  the  bone.  They  then  laid 
f<  hold  of  his  majefty  by  the  collar, 
te  and,  mounting  on  horfeback, 
dragged  him  along  the  ground 
f(  between  their  horfes  at  full  gal- 
(<  lop  for  near  five  hundred  paces 
‘ c  through  the  llreets  of  W arfaw  f . 

Sf  All  was  confufion  and  diforder 

during 
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*  u  Tt  is  incredible,  that  fucha  number  of  perfons  as  were  with  his  Polifh  ma- 
tc  jefty  on  that  memorable  night,  fhould  all  fo  bafely  abandon  him,  except  the 

**  Angle  heyduc  who  was  killed,  and  who  fo  bravely  defended  his  maker.  This 
t(  man  was  a  proteftant  $  he  was  not  killed  on  the  fpot,  but  expired  next  inorn- 
“  ing  of  his  wounds.  The  king  allows  a  penfion  to  his  widow  and  ch'il- 
(i  dren.” 

f  ft  it  is  aftonilhins^  that,  in  the  number  yf  balls  which  pafied  through  the 

<(  carriage^ 
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**  during  this  time  at  the  palace,  “ 
*r  where  the  attendants  who  had  de-^  <c 
ferted  their  mafterhad  fpread  the  <c 
*{  alarm.  The  foot-guards  ran  im-  “ 
mediately  to  the  fpot  from  whence  “ 
“  the  king  had  been  conveyed,  but  “ 
they  found  only  his  hat  all  bloo-  “ 
tc  dy>  and  his  bag  :  this  increafed  “ 
te  their  apprehenfions  for  his  life.  (C 
“  The  whole  city  was  in  an  uproar. 

“  The  affaffms  profited  of  the  uni-  ‘r 
verfal  confufion,  terror,  and  con-  ‘‘ 
fternation,  to  bear  away  their  “ 
tf  prize.  Finding,  however,  that  (< 
“  he  was  incapable  of  following  f( 
“  them  on  foot,  and  that  he  had  al-  “ 
ready  almoft  loft  his  refpiration 
*e  from  the  violence  with  which  they  “ 
tc  had  dragged  him,  they  fet  him  “ 
(t  on  horfeback ;  and  then  redoubled 
“  their  fpeed  for  fear  of  being  over-  e< 
41  taken.  When  they  came  to  the  “ 
ditch  which  furrounds  Warfaw,  “ 
tliey  obliged  him  to  leap  his  horfe 
“  over.  In  the  attempt  the  horfe 
fell  twice,  and  at  the  feCond  fall 
“  broke  its  leg.  They  then  mount*-  “ 
ed  his  majefty  upon  another,  all  t( 
•*  covered  as  he  was  with  dirt. 

The  confpirators  had  no  fooner  “ 
ic  crofted  the  ditch,  than  they  began  (< 
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to  rifle  the  king,  tearing  off  the 
order  *  of  the  Black  Eagle  of 
Fruflia,  which  he  wore  round  his 
neck,  and  the  diamond  crofs  hang¬ 
ing  to  it.  He  requefted  them  to 
leave  his  handkerchief',  which 
they  confented  to  :  his  tablets  ef- 
caped  their  rapacity.  A  great 
number  of  the  affaffms  retired  af¬ 
ter  having  thus  plundered  him, 
probably  with  intent  to  notify  to 
their  refpetlive  leaders  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  enterprize,  and  the 
king’s  arrival  as  a  prifoner.  Only 
feven  remained  with  him,  of 
whom  Koftnfki  was  the  chief. 
The  night  was  exceedingly  dark  ; 
they  were  abfolutely  ignorant  of 
the  way ;  and,  as  the  horfes  could 
not  keep  their  legs,  they  obliged 
his  majefty  to  follow  them  on 
foot,  with  only  one  fhoe,  the  other 
being  loft  in  the  dirt. 

“  They  continued  to  wander 
through  the  open  meadows,  with¬ 
out  following  any  certain  path, 
and  without  getting  to  any  dis¬ 
tance  from  Warfaw.  They  again 
mounted  the  king  on  horfeback, 
two  of  them  holdin  g  him  on  each 
fide  by  the  hand,  and  a  third 


C(  carriage,  not  one  fhould  hurt  or  wound  the  king.  Several  went  through  his 
u  peliffe^  or  fur  great-coat.  I  have  feen  this  cloak,  and  the  holes  made  in  it  by 
the  piftol-bullets.  Every  part  of  the  cloaths  which  his  majefty  wore  on  that 
“  night  are  carefully  preferred.  It  is  no  lefs  wonderful,  that  when  the  affaffins 
u  had  feized  on  the  king,  they  ftiould  carry  him  through  fuch  a  number  of  ftreets 
<c  without  being  ftopped.  A  Ruftian  centinel  did  hail  them  ;  but,  as  they  an- 
fwered  in  Ruffian,  he  allowed  them  to  pafs,  imagining  them  to  be  a  patfole  of 
((  his  nation.-  This  happened  at  fomc  diftance  from  the  place  where  they  had 
“  carried  oft'  the  king.  The  night  was  beftdes  exceedingly  dark,  and  Warfaw 
i(  has  no  lamps.  All  thefe  circumftanCes  contribute  to  account  for  this  extraar* 
(t  dinary  event.” 

*  “  It  was  Lukawfki,  one  of  the  three  chiefs  of  the  band,  who  tore  off  the  rib'— 
c‘  bon  of  the  Black  Eagle,  which  his  Pruflian  majefty  had  conferred  on  the  king 
“  when  he  was  Count  Poniatowfki.  One  of  his  motives  for  doing  this,  wa$r  by 
i(  fliev  ing  tlie  order  of  the  Black  Eagle  to  Pulalki  and  the  confederates,  to  prove 
**  to  them  inconteftibly  that  the  king  was  in  their  hands,  and  on  his  way.  Lu~ 
**  kawiki  was  afterwards  executed.” 

H  2. 
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*f  leading  his  h®rfe  by  the  bridle. 

*£  In  this  manner  they  were  pro- 
ff£  ceeding,  when  his  majefty,  find- 
££  ing  they  had  taken  the  road 
6(  which  led  to  a  village  called  Bu- 
rakow.,  warned  them  not  to  enter 
it,  becaufe  there  were  fome  Ruf- 
t£  fians  ftationed  in  that  place,  who 
e£  might  probably  attempt  to  relcue 
<{  him  *.  Finding  himfelf,  how- 
££  ever,  incapable  of  accompanying 
(£  the  aifaffins  in  the  painful  pofture 
££  in  which  they  held  him  kept  down 
££  on  the  faddle,  he  requelted  them, 
S£  knee  they  were  determined  to  ob- 
6S  lige  him  to  proceed,  at  lead  to 
give  him  another  horfe  and  a 
e£  bootf.  This  requed  they  com - 
££  plied  with  ;  and  continuing  their 
“  progrefs  through  almod  .impaffa- 
ble  lands,  without  any  road,  and 
*£  ignorant  of  their  way,  they  at 
*e  length  found  themfelves  in  the 
*£  wood  of  Bielany,  only  a  league 
<c  didant  from  Warfaw.  From  the 
“  time  they  had  paffed  the  ditch, 
{t  they  repeatedly  demanded  of  Ko- 
t£  finfki  their  chief,  if  it  was  not 
yet  time  to  put  the  king  to  death ; 
and  thefe  demands  were  reiterat- 


£f  ed  in  proportion  to  the  obflacles 
£(  and  difficulties  they  encountered. 

t(  Meanwhile  the  confufion  and 
((  condernation  increafed  at  War- 
<£  faw.  The  guards  v/ere  afraid 
<£  to  purfue  the  confpirators,  led 
££  terror  of  being  overtaken  fhould 
££  prompt  them  in  the  darknefs  to 
££  maffacre  the  king  ;  and  on  the 
££  other  hand,  by  not  purfuing  they 
££  might  give  them  time  to  efcape 
££  with  their  prize,  beyond  the  poffi- 
£C  bility  of  affidance.  Several  of 
££  the  fird  nobility  at  length  mount- 
££  ed  on  horfeback,  and  following 
<£  the  track  of  the  aifaffins,  arrived 
££  at  the  place  where  his  raajedv  had 
££  paffed  the  ditch.  There  they 
£i  found  his  pelijft,  which  he  had  loft 
££  in  the  precipitation  with  which 
££  he  was  hurried  awav  :  it  was 

a 

<£  bloody,  and  pierced  with  holes 
££  made  by  the  balls  or  fabres.  This 
££  convinced  them  that  he  was  no 
££  more. 

f£  The  king  was  dill  in  the  hands 
££  of  -the  feven  remaining  a  Halims, 
££  who  advanced  with  him  into  the 
££  wood  of  Bielany,  when  they  wer« 
s(  fuddenly  alarmed  by  a  Ruffian  pa~ 


*  u  This  intimation,  which  the  king  gave  to  his  affalfms,  may  at  fil’d  fight  ap- 
pear  extraordinary  and  unaccountable,  but  was  really  dictated  by  the  greateft 
tc  addrefs  and  judgment.  He  apprehended  with  reafon  that,  on  the  fight  of  a 
f(  Ruffian  guard,  they  would  indantly  put  him  to  death  with  their  fabres,  and  fly, 
*c  whereas  by  informing  them  of  the  danger  they  incurred,  he  in  fome  meafure 
“  gained  their  confidence  :  in  effeft,  this  behaviour  of  the  king  feemed  to  foften 
(C  them  a  little,  and  made  them  believe  he  did  not  mean  to  efcape  from  them.” 

f  The  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  diet  on  the  trial  of  the  confpirators,  interceded 
ftrongly  for  Kofinfki,  or  John  Kutfina,  to  whom  he  gratefully  expreffes  himfelf 
indebted  for  thefe  favours  in  the  following;  words  : 

<s  As  I  was  in  the  hands  of  the  affaffins,  I  heard  them  repeatedly  afk  John 
cc  Kutfma, 'if  they  flioald  not  affaffinate  me,  but  he  always  prevented  them.  He 
4e  was  the  fir  ft  who.  perluaded  them  to  behave  to  me  with  greater  gentlenefs  5  and 
u  obliged  them  to  confer  upon  me  fome  fervices  which  I  then  greatly  wanted  5 
£c  namely,  one  to  give  me  a  cap,'  and  a  fecond  a  boot,  which  at  that  time  were  no 
trifling  prefents  :  for  the  cold  air  greatly  affeffed  the  wound  in  my  head  ;  and 
il-  my  foot,  which  was  covered  with  blood,  gave  me  inexpreiffible  torture,  which 
<s  continued  every  moment  increasing.” 


<r<  trol® 
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et  trole  or  detachment.  Inflantly 
(<  holding  council,  four  of  them  dif- 
t(  appeared,  leaving  him  with  the 
<c  other  three,  who  compelled  him 
“  to  walk  on.  Scarce  a  quarter  of 
“  an  hour  after,  a  fecond  Ruffian 
“  guard  challenged  them  anew. 
ic  Two  of  the  affiaffins  then  ided,  and 
tc  the  king  remained  alone  with  Ko- 
finfki  the  chief,  both  on  foot.  His 
ie  majefly,  exhaulled  with  all  the 
ec  fatigue  which  he  had  undergone, 
*i  implored  his  conductor  to  flop, 
* r  and  fuffer  him  to  take  a  moment’s 
e<  repofe.  Kofinfki  refufed  it,  me- 
“  nacing  him  with  his  naked  fabre ; 

and  at  the  fame  time  informed 
fc  him,  that  beyond  the  wood  they 
*c  Ihould  find  a  carriage.  They 
4<  continued  their  walk,  till  they 
<e  came  to  the  door  of  the  convent 
“  of  Bielany.  Kofinfki  appeared 
loft  in  thought,  andfo  much  agi- 
et  tated  by  his  refle&ions,  that  the 
S(  king  perceiving  his  diforder,  and 
obferving  that  he  wandered  with- 
<c  out  knowing  the  road,  faid  to 
(t  him,  ‘  I  fee  you  are  at  a  lofs  which 
ff  way  to  proceed.  Let  me  enter 
fc  the  convent  of  Bielany,  and  do 
“  vou  provide  for  your  own  fafety/ 
'  No  /  replied  Kofinfki,  ‘  I  have 
tc  fworn/ 

te  They  proceeded  till  they  came 
“  tQ  Mariemont,  a  fmall  palace  be- 
4t  longing  to  the  houfe  of  Saxony, 
te  not  above  half  a  league  from 
f{  Warfaw  :  here  Kofinfki  betrayed 
*c  fome  fatisfaflion  at  finding  where 
gt  he  wras  ;  and  the  king  Hill  de- 
€f  manding  an  inflant’s  repofe,  he 
(t  confented  at  length.  They  fat 
t(  down  together  on  the  ground, 
fe  and  the  king  employed  thefe  mo- 
tc  mcijts  in  endeavouring  to  foften 
€t  his  conductor,  and  induce  him  to 
(c  favour  or  permit  his  efcape.  His 
€<  jnajefty  reprefenud  the  atrocity 


of  the  crime  he  had  committed,  in. 
“  attempting  to  murder  his  fove- 
ct  reign,  and  the  invalidity  of  an 
“  oath  taken  to  perpetrate  fo  hei- 
c<  nous  anaflion:  Kofinfki  lent  at- 
“  tendon  to  this  difeourfe,  and  be- 
te  gan  to  betray  fome  marks  of  re- 
morfe.  c  But,’  faid  he,  e  if  I 
“  fhould  C0nfent,andre-condu6lyou 
“  to  Warfaw,  what  will  be  the  con- 
te  fequence  ? — I  fhall  be  taken  and 
i(  executed  P 

tc  This  reflection  plunged  him 
<(  into  new  uncertainty  and  embar- 
“  raffment.  4  I  give  you  my  word/ 
“  anlwered  his  majefly,  *  that  you 
fhall  fluffier  no  harm  ;  but  if  you 
<(  doubt  my  promife,  efcape  while 
<(  there  is  yet  time.  I  can  find  my 
way  to  fome  place  of  fecurity ;  and 
<<r  I  will  certainly  direCl  your  pur- 
fuers  to  take  the  contrary  road  to 
€t  that  which  you  have  chofen/  Ko- 
“  finfki  could  not  any  longer  coil- 
tain  himfelf,  but,  throwing  him- 
<<r  felf  at  the  king’s  feet,  implored 
“  forgivenefs  for  the  crime  he  had 
te  committed;  and  fwore  to  protect 
**  him  againft  every  enemy,  relying 
<(  totally  on  his  generofity  for  pa j> 
don  and  prefervation.  His  ma- 
“  jelly  reiterated  to  him  his  affiu- 
“  ranees  of  fafety.  Judging,  how- 
<c  ever,  that  it  was  prudent  to  gain 
“  fome  afylum  without  delay,  and 
te  recolle&ing  that  there  was  a  mill 
<c  at  fome  confiderable  diflance,  he 
(<  immediately  made  towards  it. 
“  Kofinfki  knocked,  but  in  vain  ; 
“  no  anfwer  was  given  ;  he  then 
<  f  broke  a  pane  of  glafs  in  the  win- 
t(  dow,  and.  intreated  for  fhelter  to 
*c  a  nobleman  who  had  been  plun- 
te  dered  by  robbers.  The  miller 
te  refufed,  fuppofmg  them  to  be 
(c  banditti,  and  continued  for  more 
<(  than  half  an  hour  to  perfifl  in  his 
f<  denial.  At  length  the  king  ap- 
H  3  <f  p reached c 
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44  proached,  and  (peaking  through 
44  the  broken  pane,  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  him  to  admit  them  un- 
44  der  his  roof,  adding, 4  If  we  were 
44  robbers,  as  you  fuppofe,  it  would 
44  be  very  eafy  for  us  to  break  the 
44  whole  window,  inlleadof  one  pane 
44  of  glafs.’  This  argument  pre- 
44  vailed.  They  at  length  opened 
44  the  door,  and  admitted  his  ma- 
44  jelly.  He  immediately  wrote  a 
44  note  to  General  Coccei,  colonel 
“  of  the  foot-guards.  It  was  lite- 
rally  as  follows :  4  Par  une  efpece 
44  de  miracle  je  fuis  fauvedes  mains 
44  des  alfalTiris.  Je  fuis  ici  au  petit 
44  moulin  de  Mariemont.  Venez 
44  au  plutot  me  tirer  d’ici.  Je  fuis 
44  bleffe,  mais  pas  fort*.’  It  was 
44  with  the  greatell  difficulty,  how- 
44  ever, that  the  king  could  perfuade 
44  any  one  to  carry  this  note  to 
■ 4  Warfaw,  as  the  people  of  the  mjll, 
4 4  imagining  that  he  was  a  nobleman 
44  who  had  juk  been  plundered  by 
4  4  robbers.,  were  afraid  of  falling  in 
44  with  the  troop.  Kolinlki  then 
44  offered  to  rekore  every  tiring  he 
44  had  taken  ;  but  his  majelly  left 
44  him  all,  except  the  blue  ribbon 
44  of  the  White  Eagle. 

44  When  the  meffenger  arrived 
44  with  the  note,  the  ailonifhment 
44  and  joy  was  incredible.  Coccei 
44  inftantly  rode  to  the  mill,  follow- 
44  ed  by  a  detachment  of  the  guards, 
44  He  met  Kolinlki  at  the  door,  with 
44  his  fabre  drawn,  who  admitted 
44  him  as  foon  as  he  knew  him.  The 
king  had  funk  into  a  deep,  canted 


44  by  his  fatigue;  and  was  dretched 
44  on  the  ground,  covered  with  the 
44  miller’s  cloak.  Coccei  immedi- 
44  ately  threw  himfelf  at  his  majef- 
44  ty’s  feet,  calling  him  his  fove- 
44  reign,  and  killing  his  hand.  It 
44  is  not  eafy  to  paint  or  defcribe  the 
allonilhment  of  the  miller  and  his 
44  family,  who  indantly  imitated 
44  Coccei’s  example,  by  throwing 
44  themfelves  on  their  knees  f.  The 
?4  king  ^returned  to  Warfaw  in  Ge- 
* 4  neral  Ceccei’s  carriage, and  reach - 
44  ed  the  palace  about  live  in  the 
44  morning.  His  wound  was  found 
4^  not  to  be  dangerous;  and  he  foon 
recovered  the  bruifes  and  injuries 
44  which  he  had  differed  during  this 
44  memorable  night. 

44  So  extraordinary  an  efcape  is 
44  fcarce  to  be  paralleled  in  hiilory, 
44  and  affords  ample  matter  of  won- 
fC  der  and  furprile.  Scarce  could 
44  the  nobility  or  people  at  Warfaw 
44  credit  the  evidence  of  their  fenfes, 
?4  when  they  faw  him  return.  Cer- 
tainly  neither  the  efcape  of  the 
44  king  of  France  from  Damien,  or 
44  of  the  king  of  Portugal  from  the 
44  confpiracy  of  the  Duke  d’ Aveiro, 
44  were  equally  amazing  or  impro- 
*4  bable,  as  that  of  the  king  of  Po- 
44  land.  I  have  related  it  very  mi- 
44  nutely,  and  from  authorities  the 
44  higheft  and  moll  incontellible. 

44  It  is  natural  to  inquire  what  is. 
44  become  of  Kolinlki,  the  man  who 
44  faved  his  majeky’s  life,  and  the 
44  other  conlpirators.  He  was  born 
in  the  palatinate  of  Cracow,  and 


*  44  By  a  kind  of  miracle  I  am  efcaped  from  the  hands  of  affaffms.  I  am  now 
44  at  the  mill  of  Mariemont.  Come  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  take  me  from  hence. 
44  I  am  wounded,  bpt  not  dangeroully.” 

P  4C  I  have  been  at  this  mill,  rendered  memorable  by  fo  lingular  an  event.  It 
Y  is  a  wretched  Poliffi  hovel,  at  a  diltance  from  any  houfe.  The  king  has  re- 
44  warded  the  miller  to  the  extent  of  his  willies,  in  building  him  a  mill  upon  the 
if  Vhb.iia,  and  allowing  him  a  lmall  penfion,” 
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*c  of  mean  extraction  :  having;  af- 
44  fumed  the  name  of  Kofinlki  *, 
“  which  is  that  of  a  noble  family,  to 
44  give  himfelf  credit.  He  had  been 
f<  created  an  officer  in  the  troops  of 
44  the  confederates  under  Pulalki. 
“  It  would  feem  as  if  Kofinlki  be- 
44  gan  to  entertain  the  idea  of  pre- 
“  ferving  the  king’s  life  from  the 
44  time  when  Lukawlki  and  Stravv- 
44  enlki  abandoned  him  ;  yet  he 
44  had  great  ltruggles  with  himfelf 
44  before  he  could  refolve  on  this 
44  conduCt,  after  the  folemn  engage- 
44  ments  into  which  he  had  entered. 
44  Even  after  he  had  conducted  the 
44  king  back  to  Warfaw,  he  expref- 
44  fed  more  than  once  his  doubts  of 
44  the  propriety  of  what  he  had  done, 
44  and  fome  remorfe  for  having  de- 
44  ceived  his  employers. 

44  Lukawlki  and  Strawenlki  were 
44  both  taken,  and  feveral  of  the 
44  other  alfaffins.  At  his  majelty’s 
44  peculiar  requelt  and  intreaty,  the 
44  diet  remitted  the  capital  punifh- 
44  ment  of  the  inferior  confpirators, 
44  and  condemned  them  to  work  for 
life  on  the  fortifications  of  Kami- 
44  niec,  where  they  now  are.  By 
44  his  interceffion  likewife  with  the 
44  diet,  the  horrible  punilhment  and 
44  various  modes  of  torture,  which 
44  the  laws  of  Poland  decree  and 
44  iniliCt  on  regicides,  were  mitigat- 
“  ed  ;  and  both  Lukawlki  and  Stra- 
44  wenlki  were  only  limply  behead- 
44  ed.  Kofi nlki  was  detained  under 
44  a  very  Uriel  confinement,  and  ob- 
44  liged  to  give  evidence  againlt  his 
44  two  conjpanions.  A  perfon  of 
44  diltinCtion,  who  faw  them  both 
*e  die,  has  alfuredme,  that  nothing 


44  could  be  more  noble  and  manly 
44  than  all  Lukawlki’s  conduCt  pre- 
44  vious  to  his  death.  When  he  was 
44  carried  to  the  place  of  execution, 
44  although  his  body  was  almolt  ex- 
44  tenuated  by  the  feverity  of  his 
44  confinement,  diet,  and  treatment* 
44  his  fpirit,  unfubdued,  raifed  him 
44  above  the  terrors  of  an  infamous 
44  and  public  execution.  He  had 
44  not  been  permitted  to  fhave  his 
44  beard  while  in  prifon,  and  his  drefs 
44  was  fqualid  to  the  greateft  degree; 
44  yet  none  of  thefe  humiliations 
44  could  deprefs  his  mind.  With  a 
44  grandeur  of  foul  \yorthy  of  a  bet- 
44  ter  caufe,  but  which  it  was  impof- 
44  fible  not  to  admire,  he  refufed  to 
44  fee  or  embrace  the  traitor  Kofi  n- 
44  Iki.  When  conducted  to  the  feene 
44  of  execution,  which  was  about  a 
44  mile  from  Warfaw,  he  betrayed 
44  no  emotions  of  terror  or  unmanly 
44  fear.  He  made  a  Ihort  harangue 
44  to  the  multitude  alfembled  upon 
44  the  occafion,  in  which  he  by  no 
4 4  means  exprelfed  any  forrow  for  his 
44  pail  conduct,  or  contrition  for  his 
“  attempt  on  the  king,  which  he 
44  probably  regarded  as  meritorious 
44  and  patriotic.  His  head  was  fe* 
44  vered  from  his  body. 

44  Strawenlki  was  beheaded  at  the 
44  fame  time,  but  he  neither  haran- 
44  gued  the  people,  nor  fhewed  any 
44  figns  of  contrition.  Pulalki,who 
44  commanded  one  of  the  many  corps 
44  of  confederate  Poles  then  in  arms, 
44  and  who  was  the  great  agent  and 
44  promoter  of  the  airaffination,  is 
44  Hill  alive  f,  though  an  outlaw 
44  and  an  exile.  He  is  faid,  even  by 
44  the  Ruffians  his  enemies,  to  polfefs 


*  His  real  name  was  John  Kutfina, 

J  After  the  conclufion  of  thefe  troubles,  Pulalki  efcaped  from  Poland,  and  re¬ 
paired  to  America:  he  diltinguilhed  himfelf  in  the  American  fervice,  and\va$ 
killed  in  tjie  attempt  to  force  the  Britilh  lines  at  the  liege  of  Savannah,  in  1779* 

H  4  44  military 
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military  talents  of  a  very  fuperior 
nature  ;  nor  were  they  ever  able 
fC  to  take  him  prifoner  during  tile 
*e  civil  war. 

To  return  to  Kefinlki,  the  man 
(!  who  laved  the  king’s  life.  About 
e‘  a  'week  after  Lukawiki  and  Stra- 
t(  wenfki’s  execution,  he  was  fent 
€‘  by  his  majeftv  out  of  Poland.  He 
<(  now  refides  at  Semisaliia  in  the 

O 

<c  papal  territories,  where  he  enjoys 
*e  an  annual  penfion  from  the  king. 
<e  A  circumftance  almoft  incredi- 
ble,  and  which  feems  to  breathe 
all  the  fanguinary  bigotry  of  the 
fc  1 6th  century,  I  cannot  omit.  It 
“  is  that  the  papal  nuntio  in  Poland, 
inspired  with  a  furious  zeal  again  ft 
fe  the  diftidents,  whom  he  believed 
to  be  protefled  by  the  king,  not 
fe  only  approved  the  fcheme  for  af- 
%c  faffinating  his  majefty,  but  blefted 
*e  the  weapons  of  the  confpirators  at 
€t  Czetfchokow,  previous  to  their 
fc  fetting  out  on  their  expedition. 
This  is  a  trait  indifputably  true, 
and  fcarcely  to  be  exceeded  by  any 
Sf  thing  under  the  reign  of  Charles 
€e  IX.  of  France,  and  of  his  mother 
Catharine  of  Medicis.” 


An  Account  of  the  different  Orders  in- 
fituted  in  Ruflia  ;  of  a  favourite 
Building  of  the  prefent  Emprefs’s, 
tailed  the  Hermitage  ;  and  of  the 
Manner  in  which  Jhe  pajfes  her 
\ Time .  Extradited  from  the  fame* 

I  £ ^ITHE  order  ©f  St.  Andrew,  or 
JL  the  Blue  Ribband,  the  firft 
ever  known  in  this  country,  was  in- 
ilitutedby  Peter  I.  in  the  year  1698, 
foon  after  his  return  from  his  firft 
expedition  into  foreign  countries  *. 
That  of  St.  Alexander  Nevlki,  or 

*  Weber’s  Ver.  Ruff.  Part  III. 


the  Red  Ribband,  was  created  by 
the  fame  fovereign,  but  never  con¬ 
ferred  until  the  reign  of  Catha¬ 
rine  I.  in  1725  f. 

The  order  of  St.  Anne  of  Hol- 
ftein  was  inftituted,  in  1735,  by 
Charles  Frederick  duke  ofHolftein, 
in  memory  of  his  wife  Anne,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  introduc¬ 
ed  into  Rufila  by  her  fon  Peter  III. 
It  is  in  thedifpofal  of  the  great-duke, 
as  fovereign  of  Holftein.  The 
knights  wear  a  red  ribband  bordered 
with  yellow. 

The  military  order  of  St.  George, 
called  alfo  the  order  of  Merit,  and 
which  has  the  precedence  over  that 
of  St.  Anne,  was  created  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  emprefs  in  1769.  It  is  appro¬ 
priated  to  perfons  ferving  by  land  cr 
by  fea,  and  is  never  bellowed  in  time 
of  peace.  The  knights  wear  a  rib¬ 
band  with  black  and  orange  ilripes. 

This  order  is  divided  into  lour 
dalles  ; 

The  knights  of  the  firft  clafs,  call¬ 
ed  the  Great  Crofs,  wear  the  rib¬ 
band  over  the  right  Ihoulder,  and  the 
ftar  upon  the  left  fide.  Each  re-? 
ceives  an  annual  falary  of  700  rou¬ 
bles  —  £  140.  The  knights  of  the 
fecond  clafs  wear  the  ftar  upon  their 
left  bread,  the  ribband  with  the  crofs 
pendent  round  their  neck.  Each 
receives  400  roubles  “  £  80 per  ann , 
The  knights  of  the  third  clafs  wear 
the  fmall  crofs  pendent  round  their 
neck.  Each  receives  200  roubles, 
or  ^40  per  ann .  This  clafs  admits 
50.  The  knights  of  the  fourth  clafs 
wear  the  fmall  crofs  fattened  by  a 
ribband  to  the  button-hole,  like  the 
French  Croix  de  St.  Louis.  Each 
receives  100  roubles,  or  £20  per 
ann . 

The  fund  of  this  order,  afligned 
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by 


MISCELLANE 

oy  the  emprefs  for  the  payment  of 
their  falaries  and  other  expences,  is 
40,000  roubles  zz:  4 8,000  per  ann . 
Or  this  1680  is  deftmed  for  the  fird 
clais  ;  and  2000  for  each  of  the  re¬ 
maining  three. 

The  number  of  knights  is  unli¬ 
mited.  In  17 78,  the  fil’d  clafs, 
which  is  confined  to  commanders  in 
chief,  contained  only  four ;  namely, 
Marina!  Romanzof,  for  his  victories 
over  the  Turks  ;  Count  Alexey  Or- 
lol,  for  burning  the  Tarkilh  fieet  at 
T.heime  ;  Count  Panin,  for  the 
taking  of  Pender  ;  and  Prince  Dol- 
gorUwxi,  for  his  conqueils  in  the 
Crimea.  The  fecond  clafs  comprif- 
ed  only  eight  knights :  the  third  48 ; 
and  the  fourth  237.  No  perfon  can 
obtain  this  order  without  having; 
performed  fome  gallant  exploit,  or 
having  ferved  with  credit  in  the 
rank  of  officer  2 J  years  by  land,  or 
1 8  by  fea'-*. 

Tnere  is  alfo  the  order  of  St.  Ca¬ 
tharine,  appropriated  to  the  ladies ; 
it  was  in dirated  in  1714  by  Peter,  in 
honour  of  his  wife  Catharine.  The 
motto  of  <c  Love  and  fidelity”  was 
intended  to  commemorate  the  dif- 
play  of  thofe  virtues  in  her  behaviour 
on  the  banks  of  the  Pruth.  This 
order  is  extremely  honourable,  as, 
beiide  the  emprefs,  the  great-du- 
chefs,  and  a  few  foreign  princeffes, 
only  five  Ruffian  ladies  were  deco¬ 
rated  with  it. 

The  order  of  St.  Andrew  is  the 
firil  and  mod  didinguifhed  of  thefe, 
which,  befide  the  fovereign  princes 
and  foreigners,  comprifed,  in  1778, 
26  Ruffians  ;  that  of  St.  Alexander 
Nevfici  109  ;  and  that  of  St.  Anne 
208.  The  emprefs  may  alfo  be  faid 
to  have  the  difpofal  of  the  Polilh  or- 

*  See  Ukafe  ueber  die  Stiftung  des 
frage. 
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ders  of  the  White  Eagle  and  of  St, 
Stanidaus. ' 

Since  our  departure  from  Ruffia 
her  majedy  inftituted,  on  the  4th  of 
October,  1702,  a  nev/  order,  called 
St.  Vladimir,  in  favour  of  thofe  who 
ferve  in  civil  employments ;  and  it 
'is  nearly  on  the  fame  footing  as  that 
of  St.  George  with  refpeft  to  the  fa¬ 
laries  annexed  to  the  different  claffes. 
There  are  to  be  ten  great  erodes, 
twenty  of  the  fecond  clafs,  thirty  of 
the  third,  and  fixty  of  the  fourth,  be¬ 
iide  a  fifth  for  thofe  who  have  ferved 
35  years,  which  gives  them  a  right 
to  wear  it.” 

“  A  feparate  edifice  of  brick  duc- 
coed  white,  called  the  Hermitage, 
communicates  with  the  palace  by- 
means  of  a  covered  gallery.  It 
takes  its  appellation  from  its  being 
the  feene  of  imperial  retirement, 
but  bears  no  other  refemblance  to 
an  hermitage,  except  in  ifs  name,  the 
apartments  being  extremely  ipa- 
cious,  and  decorated  in  a  fuperb  flyle 
of  regal  magnificence.  To  this  fa¬ 
vourite  fpot  the  emprefs  ufually  re¬ 
pairs  for  an  hour  or  two  every  day  ; 
and  on  a  Thurfday  evening  fhe  gives 
a  private  ball  andfupper  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  perfons  who  form  her  court ; 
foreign  miniders  and  foreign  noble¬ 
men  being  feldom  invited.  At  this 
entertainment  all  ceremony  is  faid 
to  be  baniihed,  as  far  as  is  confident 
with  that  reipefil  which  is  paid  to  a 
great  fovereign.  The  attendance  of 
fervants  is  excluded,  while  the  dipper 
and  various  refrefhments  are  pre- 
fented  on  fmall  tables,  which  emerge 
through  trap-doors.  Many  direc¬ 
tions  for  the  regulation  of  this  feleft 
fociety  are  difpofed  in  the  various 
apartments :  the  meaning  of  thofe 

St,  Georg’s-Ordens,  in  Schmidts  Bey- 

written 
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written  in  the  Ruffian  tongue  was 
explained  to  me  by  a  gentleman  of 
the  company,  and  their  general  ten¬ 
dency  was  to  encourage  freedom 
from  etiquette,  and  to  inculcate  the 
mod  unreftrained  eafe  of  behaviour* 
One  written  in  the  French  language 
1  comprehended  and  retained .  * 4  Aj - 
ct  feye*  'vous  cu  <vous  <voulez ,  et  quand 
ct  il  ajous  pi  air  a ,  fans  qid on  h  repute 
*e  mille  fois*  A 

This  hermitage  contains  a  nume¬ 
rous  aftemblage  of  pictures,  chiefly 
purchafed  by  her  prefent  majefty. 
Its  principal  ornament  was  the  cele¬ 
brated  colle&ion  of  Crozat,  which 
devolved  by  heritage  to  the  Baron 
de  Thieres,  upon  whole  death  the 
emprefs  purchafed  it  from  his  heirs. 
The  Houghton  colle&ion,  the  lofs 
©f  which  every  lover  of  the  arts  in 
England  muft  flncerely  regret,  will 
form  a  molt  valuable  acceffion. 

A  winter  and  fummer  garden, 
cotnprifed  within  the  fite  of  the  build- 
h|g?  are  Angular  curioflties,  and 
fuch  as  do  not,  perhaps,  occur  in  any 
other  palace  in  Europe,  The  fur% 
mer  garden,  in  the  true  Aftatic  ftyle, 
occupies  the  whole  level  top  of  the 
edifice  :  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  it 
was  entirely  buried  under  the  fnow, 
which  prevented  our  viewing  it. 
The  winter-garden  is  entirely  roofed 
'and  furrounded  with  glafs  frames  : 
it  is  ^n  high  and  ipacious  hot-houfe, 
laid  out  in  gravel  walks,  ornament¬ 
ed  with  parterres  of  flowers,  orange 
trees,  and  other  fhrubs ;  and  peopled 
with  feveral  birds  of  binary  forts  and 
various  climates,  which  flitted  from 
tree  to  tree.  The  whole  exhibited 
a  pleafing  efFeift,  and  was  the  more 
delightful  as  being  contrafled  with 
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the  difmal  and  dreary  feafon  cf  the 
year. 

The  ordinary  diflribution  of  the 
emprefs’s  time  at  Peterlburgh,  as  far 
as  I  could  collect  from  inquiries 
which  I  had  many  opportunities  of 
making,  as  it  concerns  fo  great  a 
princeis,  cannot  be  unacceptable  to. 
the  reader. 

Her  majefly  ufually  rifes  about 
fix,  and  is  engaged  till  eight  or  nine 
in  public  buflnefs  with  her  fecretary. 
At  ten  fhe  generally  begins  her  toi¬ 
let  ;  and  while  her  hair  is  dreffing, 
the  miniflers  of  ft  ate,  and  her  aid- 
de-camps  iir  waiting,  pay  their  re- 
fpetts,  and  receive  their  orders*  Be¬ 
ing  dreffed  about  eleven,  fhe  fends 
for  her  grand-children,  the  young 
princes  Alexander  and  Conftantine, 
Or  vifits  them  in  their  own  apartment. 
Before  dinner  fhe  receives  a  vifit 
from  the  great -duke  and  duchefs  ; 
and  fits  down  to  table  rather  before 
one.  She  has  always  company  at 
dinner,  ufually  about  nine  perfons, 
conflfting  of  the  generals  and  lords 
in  waiting,  a  lady  of  the  bed  chanu 
ber,  a  maid  of  honour,  and  two  or 
three  of  the  Ruffian  nobility,  whom 
file  invites.  Their  imperial  high- 
neftes  dine  with  her  three  times  in 
the  week,  on  which  days  the  party  is 
encreafed  to  eighteen  perfons.  The 
lord  of  the  bed-chamber  in  waiting, 
who  always  fits  oppofite  to  the  em¬ 
prefs,  carves  one  difh  and  prefents  it 
to  her  ;  an  attention  which,  after 
having  once  politely  accepted,  fhe 
afterwards  difpenfes,  with.  Her  ma¬ 
jefty  is  remarkably  temperate,  and 
is  feldom  at  table  more  than  an  hour. 
From  thence  fhe  retires  to  her  own 
apartment  ;  ana  about  three  fre- 


*  Sit  down  where  von  chufe,  and  when  you  pleafe,  without  its  being  repeated 

to  you  a  thoufand  tunei. 
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quently  repairs  to  her  library  in  the 
Hermitage.  At  five  fhe  goes  to  the 
theatre  or  to  a  private  concert ; 
and,  when  there  is  no  court  in  the 
evening,  has  a  private  party  at  cards. 
She  feldom  fups,  generally  retires 
at  half  pall;  ten,  and  is  ufually  in  bed 
before  eleven.” 


Curious  Account  of  the  Difreffes  and 
Mfcape  of  the  Pretender,  Prince 
Charles  Edward,  after  the  Battle  of 
Culloden,  in  the  Tear  1745  ;  From 
the  Journal  of  a  P our  to  the  He¬ 
brides  -with  Dr.  Johnfon,  by  James 
jBofwell,  Efq. 

R.  Bofwell  introduces  the  fol- 
l owing  account  with  thefewords . 

FROM  \yhat  fhe  4  told  us,  and 
from  what  I  was  told  by  others  per- 
fonally  concerned,  and  from  a  paper 
of  information  which  Rafay  was  fo 
good  as  to  fend  me,  at  my  delire,  1 
have  compiled  the  following  ab- 
drafl,  which,  as  it  contains  feme 
curious  anecdotes,  will,  I  imagine, 
not  be  unintere fling  to  my  readers, 
and  even,  perhaps,  be  of  fome  ufe 
to  future  hidorians. 

<e  Prince  Charles  Edward,  after 
the  battle  of  Culloderi,  was  convey¬ 
ed  to  what  is  called  the  Long  If  and, 
where  he  lay  for  fome  time  conceal¬ 
ed.  But  intelligence  having  been 
obtained  where  he  was,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  having  come  in  quell  of 
him,  it  became  abfolutely  necedary 
for  him  to  quit  that  country  without 
delay.  Mifs  Flora  Macdonald, 
then  a  young  lady,  animated  by 
what  fhe  thought  the  facred  princi¬ 


ple  of  loyalty,  offered,  with  the 
magnanimity  of  a  heroine,  to  ac¬ 
company  him  in  an  open  boat  to 
Sky,  though  the  coall  they  were  to 
quit  was  guarded  by  fhips.  He 
dreffed  himfelf  in  women’s  clothes, 
and  palled  as  her  fuppofed  maid,  by 
the  name  of  Betty  Bourke,  an  Irifh 
girl.  They  got  off  undifeovered, 
though  feveral  fhots  were  fired  to 
bring  them  to,  and  landed  at  Mug- 
dot,  the  feat  of  Sir  Alexander 
Macdonald.  Sir  Alexander  was 
then  at  Fort  Augullus,  with  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  ;  but  his  lady 
was  at  home.  Prince  Charles  took 
his  poll  upon  a  hill  near  the  houfe. 
Flora  Macdonald  waited  on  lady 
Margaret,  and  acquainted  her  of 
the  enterprife  in  which  die  was  en¬ 
gaged.  Her  ladyfhip,  whofe  aftive 
benevolence  was  ever  feconded  by 
fuperior  talents,  diewed  a  perfect 
prefence  of  mind,  and  readinef3  of 
invention,  and  at  once  fettled  that 
Prince  Charles  fhould  be  conducted 
to  old  Rafay,  who  was  himfelf  con¬ 
cealed  with  fome  feledt  friends.  The 
plan  was  in  flan  tly  communicated  to 
Kingiburgh,  who  was  difpatched  to 
the  hill  to  inform  the  Wanderer,  and 
carry  him  refrefhments.  When 
Kingfburgh  approached,  he  darted 
up,  and  advanced,  holding  a  large 
knotted  dick,  and  in  appearance 
ready  to  knock  him  down,  till  he 
faid,  <e  I  am  Macdonald  of  Kingf¬ 
burgh,  come  to  ferve  your  high- 
nefs.”  The  Wanderer  anfwered, 
“  It  is  well,”  and  was  fatisfied  with 
the  plan. 

Flora  Macdonald  dined  with  lady 
Margaret,  at  whole  table  there  fat 
an  officer  of  the  army,  dationed 


*  An  Italian  opera,  a  fet  ©f  Ruffian,  and  another  of  French  players, 
1778,  maintained  at  her  majedy’s  expence,  at  which  the  fpe&ators  were 
gratis. 

4  Kloi a  Macdpnald. 
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here  with  a  party  of  foldiers,  to 
watch  for  prince  Charles.,  in  cafe  of 
his  flying  to  the  ifle  of  Sky.  She 
afterwards  often  laughed  in  good 
humour  with  this  gentleman*  on 
her  having  fo  well  deceived  hint. 

After  dinner.  Flora  Macdonald 
€m  horfeback,  and  her  fuppofed 
maid  and  Kingfburgh,  with  a  fer- 
vant  carrying  fome  linen,  all  on 
foot,  proceeded  towards  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  hoofs.  Upon  the  road  was  a 
final!'  rivulet  which  they  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  crofs.  The  Wanderer,  for¬ 
getting  his  aflumed  fex,  that  his 
clothes  might  not  be  wet*  held  them 
up  a  great  deal  too  high.  Kingf- 
burgh  mentioned  this  to  him,  ob¬ 
serving  it  might  make  a  difcovery. 
He  faid,  he  would  be  more  careful 
for  die  future.  He  was  as  good  as 
his  word  ;  for  the  next  brook  they 
eroded,  he  did  not  hold  tip  his  clothes 
at  all,  but  let  them  float  upon  the 
water.  He  was  very  aukward  in 
Ms  female  drefs.  His  flse  was  fo 
large,  and  his  ftrides  fo  great,  that 
fome  women  whom  they  met  report¬ 
ed  that  they  had  feen  a  very  big 
woman*  who  looked  like  a  man  in 
woman’s  clothes,  and  that  perhaps 
it  was  (as  they  exprefled  themfelves) 
the  Prince,  after  whom  fo  much 
fearch  was  making. 

At  Kingfourgh  he  met  with  a  moft 
cordial  reception ;  feemed  gay  at 
fupper,  and  after  it  indulged  him- 
fielf  in  a  cheerful  glafs  with  his  wor¬ 
thy  hofl.  As  he  had  not  had  his 
clothes  off  for  a  long  time,  the  com¬ 
fort  of  a  good  bed  was  highly  re- 
li filed  by  him,  and  he  flept  foundly 
till  next  day  at  one  o’clock. 

The  miflrefs  of  Corrichatachin 
told  me,  that  in  the  forenoon  flie 
went  into  her  father’s  room,  who 
was  alfo  in  bed,  and  fuggefled  to 
him  her  apprehenfions  that  a  party 


of  the  military  might  come  up,  and 
that  his  gueii  and  he  had  better  not 
remain  here  too  long.  Her  father 
faid,  Let  the  poor  man  repofe 
himfelf  after  his  fatigues ;  and  as  for 
me,  T  care  not,  though  they  take 
off  this  old  grey  head  ten  or  eleven 
years  fooner  than  X  fhould  die  in  the 
courfe  of  nature.”  He  then  wrap¬ 
ped  himfelf  in  the  bed-clothes,  and 
again  fell  fall  afleep. 

On  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  the 
Wanderer,  ftill  in  the  fame  drefs, 
fet  out  for  Portree,  with  Flora  Mac¬ 
donald.  and  a  man  fervant.  His 
flioes  being  very  bad,  Kingfburgh 
provided  him  with  a  new  pair,  and 
taking  up  the  old  ones,  faid,  ef  I 
will  faithfully  keep  them  till  you 
are  fafely  fettled  at  St.  James’s. 
I  will  then  introduce  myfelf,  by 
fhaking  them  at  you,  to  put  you  in 
mind  of  your  night’s  entertainment 
and  protection  under  my  roof.”— * 
Hefmiled,  and  faid,  <f  Be  as  good 
as  your  word  l” — Kingfburgh  kept 
the  flioes  as  long  as  he  lived.  After 
his  death,  a  zealous  Jacobite  gen¬ 
tleman  gave  twenty  guineas  for 
them. 

Old  Mrs.  Macdonald,  after  her 
gueft  had  left  the  houfe,  took  the 
flieets  in  which  he  had  lain,  folded 
them  carefully,  and  charged  her 
daughter  that  they  fliouid  be  kept 
unwaflied,  and  that,  when  fhe  died, 
her  body  fhould  be  wrapped  in  them 
as  a  winding-flieet.  Her  will  was 
religioufly  obferved. 

Upon  the  road  to  Portree,  Prince 
Charles  changed  his  drefs,  and  put 
on  man’s  clothes  again ;  a  tartan 
fliort  eoat  and  vvaiffcoat,  with  philK 
beg  and  fhort  Xiofe,  a  plaid,  and  a 
wig  and  bonnet. 

Mr.  Donald  M‘Donald,  called 
Donald  Roy,  had  been  fent  exprefs 
to  the  prefent  Rafay,  then  the  young 

laird. 
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laird,  who  was  at  that  time  at  his 
(liter’s  houfe,  about  three  miles  from 
Portree,  attending  his  brother.  Dr. 
MacLeod,  who  was  recovering  of  a 
wound  he  had  received  at  the  battle 
of  Culloden,  Mr.  McDonald  com¬ 
municated  to  young  Rafay  the  plan 
of  conveying  the  Wanderer  to 
where  old  Rafay  was  ;  but  was  told 
that  old  Rafay  had  fled  to  Knoidart, 
a  part  of  Glengary’s  eftate.  There 
was  then  a  dilemma  what  fhould  be 
done.  Donald  Roy  propofed  that 
he  Ihould  conduct  the  Wanderer  to 
the  main  land  ;  but  young  Rafay 
thought  it  too  dangerous  at  that  time, 
and  faid  it  would  be  better  tc  con¬ 
ceal  him  in  theiflandof  Raiay,  till 
old  Rafay  could  be  informed  where 
he  was,  and  give  his  advice  what 
was  bell  But  the  difficulty  was, 
how  to  get  him  to  Rafay.  They 
could  not  trull  a  Portree  crew,  and 
all  the  Pvafay  boats  had  been  de- 
flroyed,  or  carried  off  by  the  mili¬ 
tary,  except  two  belonging  to  Mal¬ 
colm  McLeod,  which  he  had  con¬ 
cealed  fomewhere. 

Dr.  M‘Leod  being  informed  of 
this  difficulty,  faid  he  would  rifle  his 
life  once  more  for  Prince  Charles ; 
and  it  having  occurred,  that  there 
was  a  little  boat  upon  a  frelh-water 
lake  in  the  neighbourhood,  young 
Rafay  and  Dr.  McLeod,  with  the 
help  of  fome  women,  brought  it  to 
the  fea,  by  extraordinary  exertion, 
acrofs  a  Highland  mile  of  land,  one 
half  of  which  Was  bog,  and  the  other 
a  Aeep  precipice. 

Thefe  gallant  brothers,  with  the 
affiflance  of  one  little  boy,  rowed 
the  fmall  boat  to  Rafay,  where  they 
were  to  endeavour  to  find  captain 
M‘Leod,  as  Malcolm  was  then  call¬ 
ed,  and  get  one  of  his  good  boats, 
with  which  they  might  return  to 
Portree,  and  receive  the  Wanderer  ; 


or,  in  cafe  of  not  finding  him,  they 
were  to  make  the  fmall  boat  lcrve, 
though  the  dangei  was  confidera- 

ble. 

Fortunately,  on  their  firfl  land¬ 
ing,  they  found  their  coufin  Mab- 
colm,  who,  with  the  ntmc-il  .a'ucrity, 
got  ready  one  oi  his  boats,  with  two 
■ftrong  men,  John  M‘Kenzie,  and 
Donald  MTriar.  Malcolm,  being 
the  oldelt  man,  and  .moll  cautious, 
(aid,  that  as  young  Raiay  had  not 
hitherto  appeared  in  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  bufmels,  he  ought  not  to  run 
any  rifle  ;  but  that  Dr.  Maclecdand 
himfelf,  who  were  already  publicly 
engaged,  fhould  go  on  this  expedi¬ 
tion,  Young  Rafay  anfwered,  with 
an  oath,  that  he  would  go,  at  the 
rifle  of  his  life  and  fortune.— “  In 
God’s  name  then  (laid  Malcolm) 
let  us  proceed.”  The  two  boatmen, 
however,  now  flopped  fhort,  till 
they  Ihould  be  informed  of  their 
deflination  ;  and  McKenzie  declared 
he  would  not  move  an  oar  till, he 
knew  where  they  were  going.  Up¬ 
on  which  they  were  both  fworn  to 
fecrecy  ;  and  the  bufmels  being  im¬ 
parted  to  them,  they  were  eager  to 
put  off  to  fea  without  lofs  of  time.. 
The  boat  foon  landed  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  inn  at  Portree. 

All  this  was  ,  negotiated  before 
the  Wanderer  got  forward  to  Port¬ 
ree.  Malcolm  M‘Leod,  and  M‘Fri- 
ar,  were  difpatched  to  look  for  him- 
In  a  fhort  time  he  appeared,  and 
went  into  the  public  houfe.  Here 
Donald  R.oy,  whom  he  had  feen  at 
Mugllot,  received  him,  and  inform¬ 
ed  him  of  what  had  been  concerted. 
He  wanted  filver  for  a  guinea,  but 
the  landlord  had  only  thirteen  (hil¬ 
lings  ;  he  was  going  to  accept  of 
this  for  his  guinea,  but  Donald  Roy 
very  judicioully  obferved,  that  it 
would  difeover  him  to  be  fome  great 

man  ; 
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mart ;  fo  he  deMed.  He  flipped 
out  of  the  houfe,  leaving  his  fair 
protedtrefs,  whom  he  never  again 
law ;  and  Malcolm  Macleod  was 
prefented  to  him  by  Daniel  Roy,  as 
a  captain  in  his  army.  Y oung  Ka- 
fay  and  Dr.  Macleod  had  waited,  in 
impatient  anxiety,  in  the  boat. 
When  he  came,  their  names  were 
announced  to  him.  He  would  not 
permit  the  ufual  ceremonies  of  re- 
fpedl,  but  faluted  them  as  his 
equals. 

Donald  Roy  ftaid  in  Sky,  to  be  in 
feadinefs  to  get  intelligence,  and 
give  an  alarm  in  cafe  the  troops 
fhould  difcover  the  retreat  to  Rafay ; 
and  Prince  Charles  was  then  con¬ 
veyed  in  a  boat  to  that  ifland  in  the 
flight.  He  flept  a  little  upon  the 
adage*  and  they  landed  about  day 
reak.  There  was  fome  difficulty 
in  accommodating  him  with  a  lodg¬ 
ing,  as  aim  oft  all  the  houfes  in  the 
iftand  had  been  burnt  by  the  foldiery. 
They  repaired  to  a  little  hut,  which 
fome  fhepherds  had  lately  built,  and 
having  prepared  it  as  well  as  they 
could,  and  made  a  bed  of  heath  for 
the  ftranger,  they  kindled  a  fire, 
and  partook  of  fome  provisions 
which  had  been  fent  with  him  from 
Kingfburgh,  It  was  obferved,  that 
he  would  not  tafte  wheat-bread,  or 
brandy,  while  oat- bread  and  whifky 
iafted. ;  for  thefe,  (laid  he)  are 
my  own  country  bread  and  drink.’ * 
-—This  was  very  engaging  to  the 
Highlanders. 

Young  Rafay  being  the  onlyper- 
fon  of  the  company  that  durft  ap¬ 
pear  with  fafety,  he  went  in  queft 
of  fomething  frefh  for  them  to  eat ; 
but  though  he  was  amidft  his  own 
cows,  fheep,  and  goats,  he  could 
not  venture  to  take  any  of  them  for 
fear  of  a  difcovery,  but  was  obliged 
to  fupply  himfelf  by  Health.  He 


therefore  caught  a  kid,  and  brought 
it  to  the  hut  in  his  plaid,  and  it  was 
killed  and  dreft,  and  furnifhed  them 
a  meal  which  they  relifhed  much.' 
The  diftrefted  Wanderer,  whofe 
health  was  now  a  good  deal  impair¬ 
ed  by  hunger,  fatigue,  and  watch¬ 
ing,  flept  a  long  time,  but  feemed 
to  be  frequently  difturbed.  Mal¬ 
colm  told  me  he  would  ftart  from 
broken  flumbers,  and  fpeak  to  him-< 
felf  in  different  languages,  French^ 
Italian,  and  Englifli.  I  mull  how-*' 
ever  acknowledge,  that  it  is  highly 
probable  that  my  worthy  friend 
Malcolm  did  no^  know  precifely  the 
difference  between  French  and  Ita¬ 
lian.  One  of  his  expreffions  in 
Englifti  was*  ((  O  God  S  poor  Scot¬ 
land  1” 

While  they  were  in  the  hut, 
M‘Kenzde  and  M‘ Friar,  the  two 
boatmen,  were  placed  as  centinels 
upon  different  eminences  ;  and  one 
day  ari  incident  happened,  which 
muff  not  be  omitted.  There  was  a 
man  wandering  about  the  ifland, 
felling  tobacco.  Nobody  knew  him* 
and  he  was  fufpedted  to  be  a  fpv, 
M‘Kenzie  came  running  to  the  hut* 
and  told  that  this  fufpecled  perfon 
was  approaching.  Upon  which  the 
three  gentlemen,  young  Rafay,  Dr. 
Macleod,  and  Malcolm,  held  a 
council  of  war  upon  him,  and  were 
unanimoufty  of  opinion  that  he 
fhould  inftantly  be  put  to  death. 
Prince  Charles,  at  once  afluming 
a  grave  and  even  fevere  counte--- 
nance,  faid,  (i  God  forbid  that w« 
fhould  take  away  a  man’s  life,  who 
may  be  innocent,  while  we  can  pre* 
ferve  our  own.”  The  gentlemen 
however  perflfted  in  their  refolution, 
while  he  as  ftrenuoufty  continued  to 
take  the  merciful  fide.  John  M‘Kcn- 
zie,  who  fat  watching  at  the  door 
of  the  hut,  and  overheard  the  de¬ 
bate* 


ui 
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bate,  find  in  Erfe,  “  Well,  well ; 
he  muit  be  lhot.  You  are  the  king, 
but  we  are  the  parliament,  and  will 
do  what  wechoole.”  Prince  Charles, 
feeing  the  gentlemen  fmile,  afked 
what  the  man  had  laid,  and  being 
told  it  in  Englilh,  he  obferved  that 
he  was  a  clever  fellow,  and,  not- 
withllanding  the  perilous  fituation 
in  which  he  was,  laughed  loud  and 
heartily.  Luckily  the  unknown 
perfon  did  not  perceive  that  there 
were  people  in  the  hut,  at  leak  did 
not  come  to  it,  but  walked  on  pail 
it,  unknowing  of  his  rilk.  It  was 
afterwards  found  out  that  he  was  one 
of  the  Highland  army,  who  was 
himfelf  in  danger.  Had  he  come 
to  them,  they  were  refolved  to  dif- 
patch  him ;  for,  as  Malcolm  faid  to 
me,  “  We  could  not  keep  him  with 
us,  and  we  durft  not  let  him  go. 
In  fuch  a  fituation,  I  would  have 
fhot  my  brother,  if  I  had  not  been 
fure  of  him.” — John  M‘Kenzie  was 
at  Rafay’s  houfe,  when  we  were 
there*.  About  eighteen  years  be¬ 
fore,  he  hurt  one  of  his  legs  when 
dancing,  and  being  obliged  to  have 
it  cut  of,  he  now  was  going  about 
with  a  wooden  leg.  The  dory  of 
his  being  a  member  of  Parliament  is 
not  yet  forgotten.  I  took  him  out 
a  little  way  from  the  houfe,  and 
gave  him  a  fhill ing  to  drink  Rafay’s 
health,  and  led  him  into  a  detail  of 
the  particulars  which  I  have  juft  re^ 
lated. — With  lefs  foundation,  fome 
writers  have  traced  the  idea  of  a 
parliament,  and  of  the  Britifh  con- 
ilitution,  in  rude  and  early  times. 
I  was  curious  to  know  if  he  had  real¬ 
ly  heard,  or  understood,  any  thing 
of  that  fubjedl,  which,  had  he  been 
a  greater  man,  would  probably  have 


been  eagerly  maintained.  cc  Why, 
John,  (faid  1)  did  you  think  the 
king  fhould  be  controuled  by  a  par¬ 
liament?” - He  anfwered,  I 

thought,  fir,  there  were  many  voices 
againll  one.” 

The  converfation  then  turning  oil 
the  times,  the  Wanderer  faid,  that, 
to  be  fure,  the  life  he  had  led  of  late 
was  a  very  hard  one  ;  but  he  would 
rather  live  in  the  way  he  now  did 
for  ten  years,  than  fall  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies.  The  gentle¬ 
men  afked  him,  what  he  thought  his 
enemies  would  do  with  him,  Should 
he  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  into 
their  hands.  He  faid,  he  did  not 
believe  they  would  dare  to  take  his 
life  publicly,  but  he  dreaded  being 
privately  destroyed  by  poifon  or 
aifaflination. — He  was  very  particu¬ 
lar  in  his  inquiries  about  the  wound 
which  Dr.  Macleod  had  received  at 
the  battle  of  Culloden,  from  a  ball, 
which  entered  at  one  fhoulder,  and 
went  crofs  to  the  other.  The  dodlor 
happened  hill  to  have  on  the  coat 
which  he  wore  on  that  occasion.  H? 
mentioned,  that  he  himfelf  had  his 
horfe  lhot  under  him  at  Culloden  \ 
that  the  ball  hit  the  horfe  about  two 
inches  from  his  knee,  and  made  him 
fo  unruly  that  he  was  obliged  tp 
change  him  for  another.  He  threw 
out  forfie  reflettions  on  the  condudh 
of  the  difaftrous  affair  at  Culloden, 
faying,  however,  that  perhaps  it 
was  rafh  in  him  to  do  fo.— -I  am  now 
convinced  th$t  his  fufpicions  wer? 
groundlefs ;  for  I  have  had  a  good 
deal  of  converfation  upon  the  fub- 
jedi  with  my  very  worthy  and  inge¬ 
nious  friend,  Mr.  Andrew  Lumif- 
den,  who  was  under  fecretary  to 
Prince  Charles,  and  afterwards  priry- 


*  This  old  Scottifh  member  of  parliament,  I  am  Informed,  is  kill  living 
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dual  ferret  ary  to  his  father  at  Rome, 
who,  he  allured  me,  was  perfectly 
fatisfied  both  of  the  abilities  and 
honour  of  the  generals  who  com¬ 
manded  the  Highland  army  on  that 
occafion.  Mr.  Lumifden  has  writ¬ 
ten  an  account  of  the  three  battles  in 
1745-6,  at  once  accurate  and  claf- 
fical.  —-Talking  of  the  different 
Highland  corps,  the  gentlemen  who 
were  prefent  wifhed  to  have  his  opi¬ 
nion  which  were  the  bed  foldiers. 
He  faid,  he  did  not  like  comparifons 
among  thofe  corps :  they  were  all 
.  beft. 

He  told  his  conductors,  he  did 


Hot  think  it  advifeable  to  remain  long 
in  any  one  place  ;  and  that  he  ex¬ 
pelled  a  French  fhip  to  come  for  him 
to  Lochbroom,  among  the  Macken¬ 
zies..  It  then  was  propofed  to  carry 
him  in  one  of  Malcolm’s  boats  to 
Lochbroom,  though  the  diftance  was 
fifteen  leagues  coaftwife.  But  he 
thought  this  would  be  too  dang  *rou.s, 
and  defired  that  at  any  rate  they 
might  firft  endeavour  to  obtain  in¬ 
telligence.  Upon  which  young  Ra- 
lay  wrote  to  ’his  friend,  Mr.  M‘Ken- 
vde  of  Applecrofs,  but  received  an 
anfwer,  that  there  was  nO  appear¬ 
ance  of  any  French, fhip. 

It  was  therefore  refolded  that  they 
ihould  return  to  Sky,  which  they 
.did,  and  landed  in  Strath,  where 
they  repofed  in  a  cow-houfe  belong¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Niccolfon  of  Scorbreck. 


The  fea  was  very  rough,  and  the 
boat  took  in  a  good  deal  of  water. 
The  Wanderer  a  Iked  if  there  was 
danger,  as  he  was  not  ufed  to  fuch 
a  veffel.  Upon  being  told  there 
was  not,  he  fung  an.  Erfe  fong  with 
much  vivacity.  Fie  had  by  this 
time  acquired  a  good  deal  of  the 
Erfe  language. 

Young  Rafay  was  now  difpatched 
to  where  .Donald  Roy  was,  that  they 


might  get  all  the  intelligence  they 
could ;  and  the  Wanderer,  with 
much  came  finds,  charged  Doftor 
Macleod  to  have  a  boat  ready,  at  a 
certain  place  about  feven  miles  off* 
as  he  laid  he  intended  it  Ihould  car¬ 
ry  him  upon  a  matter  of  great  con- 
fequence;  and  gave  the  dodtor  a, 
cafe,  containing  a  filver  ipoon, 
knife,  and  fork,  faying, (i  keep  you 
that  till  I  fee  you,”  which  the  doc¬ 
tor  underfiood  to  be  two  days  from 
that  time.  But  all  the fe  orders  were 
only  blinds ;  for  he  had  another  plan 
in  his  head,  but  wifely  thought  it 
fafeff  to  trufi  his  fecrets  to  no  more 
perfons  than  was  abfolutely  neceff 
fary.  Having  then  defired  Malcolm 
to  walk  with  him  a  little  way  from 
the  houfe,  he  foon  opened  his  mind, 
faying,  te  I  deliver  myfelf  to  you. 
Condudt  me  to  the  laird  of  McKin¬ 
non’  s  country.” — Malcolm  objected 
that  it  was  very  dangerous,-  as  fa 
many  parties  of  foldiers  were  in 
motion.  He  anfwered,  ie  There  is 
nothing  now  to  be  done  without  dan¬ 
ger.”— -He  then  faid,  that  Malcolm 
muft  be  the  rnafier,  and  he  the  fer- 
vant ;  fo  he  took  the  bag,  in  which 
his  linen  v/as  put  up,  and  carried  it 
on  his  {boulder  ;  and  obferving  that 
his  waiftcoat,  which  was  of  fcarlet 
tartan,  with  a  gold  twifi  button, 
was  finer  than  Malcolm’s,  which 
was  of  a  plain  ordinary  tartan,  he 
put  on  Malcolm’s  waificOat,  and 
gave  him  his ;  remarking  at  the 
lame  time,  than  it  did  not  look  well 
that  the  fervant  Ihould  be  better 
dreffed  than  the  mafier. 

Malcolm,  though  an  excellent 
walker,  found  himfelf  excelled  by 
Prince  Charles,  who  told  him,  he 
ihould  not  much  mind  the  parties 
that  were  looking  for  him,  were  he 
once  but  a  mulket-fhot  from  them  5 
but  that  he  was  fomewhat  afraid 
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bf  the  Highlanders  who  were  againft 
him.  He  was  well  ufed  to  walking 
in  Italy  in  purfuit  of  game  ;  and  he 
was  even  now  fo  keen  a  fportfman, 
that,  having  obferved  fome  par¬ 
tridges,  he  was  going  to  take  a 
fhot ;  but  Malcolm  cautioned  him 
againft  it,  obferving  that  the  firing 
might  be  heard  by  the  tenders  who 
were  hovering  upon  the  coaft. 

As  they  proceeded  through  the 
mountains,  taking  many  a  circuit  to 
avoid  ally  houfes,  Malcolm,  to  try 
his  refolution,  a  Iked  him  what  they 
fhould  do,  fhould  they  fall  in  with 
a  party  of  foldiers :  he  anfwered, 
“  .^ight,  to  be  fure  1” — Having  afk- 
ed  Malcolm  if  he  fhould  be  known 
in  his  prefent  drefs,  and  Malcolm 
having  replied  he  would,  he  faid, 
“  Then  I’ll  blacken  my  face  with 
powder.” — “  That  (faid Malcolm) 
would  difcover  you  at  once.” — 

Then  (faid  he)  I  mull  be  put  in 
the  greateft  difhabille  poflible.”  So 
he  pulled  off  his  wig,  tied  a  hand¬ 
kerchief  round  his  head,  knd  put  his 
night-cap  over  it,  tore  the  ruffles 
from  his  Hurt,  took  the  buckles  out 
of  his  fhoes,  and  made  Malcolm  faf- 
ten  them  with  firings ;  but  ftill  Mal¬ 
colm  thought  he  would  be  known. 
‘‘I  have  fo  odd  a  face,  (faid  he) 
that  no  man  ever  faw  me  but  he 
would  know  me  again.” 

He  feemed  unwilling  to  give  ere* 
dit  to  the  horrid  narrative  of  men 
being  maffacred  in  cold  blood,  after 
Viflory  had  declared  for  the  army 
commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland.  He  could  not  allow  him- 
felf  to  think  that  a  general  could  be 
fo  barbarous. 

When  they  came  within  two  miles 
of  M‘Kinnon’s  houfe,  Malcolm 
afked  if  he  chofe  to  fee  the  laird. 

“  No,  (faid  he)  by  no  means.  1 
know  M'Kinnon  to  be  as  good  and 
Vol.  XXVII. 


as  honefi  a  man  as  any  in  the  world, 
but  he  is  not  fit  for  my  purpofe  at 
prefent.  You  mull  condutt  me  to 
fome  other  houfe  ;  but  let  it  be  a 
gentleman’s  houfe.” — Malcolm  then 
determined  that  they  fhould  go  to 
the  houfe  of  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
John  M‘Kinnon,  and  from  thence 
be  conveyed  to  the  main  land  of 
Scotland,  and  claim  the  afliftance  of 
Macdonald  of  Scothoufe.  The  Wan¬ 
derer  at  firft  objected  to  this,  becaufe 
Scothoufe  was  coufin  to  a  perfon  of 
whom  he  had  fufpicions.  But  he 
acquiefcedin  Malcolm’s  opinion. 

When  they  were  near  Mr.  John 
M‘Kinnon’s  houfe,  they  met  a  man 
of  the  name  of  Rofs,  who  had  been 
a  private  foldier  in  the  Highland  ar¬ 
my.  He  fixed  his  eyes  iteadily  on 
the  Wanderer  in  his  difguife,  and 
having  at  once  recognized  him,  he 
dapped  his  hands,  and  exclaimed, 
((  Alas !  is  this  the  cafe  ?”  Finding 
that  there  was  now  a  difeovery, 
Malcolm  afked,  <<r  What’s  to  be 
done?”  “  Swear  him  to  fecrecy,” 
anfwered  Prince  Charles.  Upon 
which  Malcolm  drew  his  dirk,  and 
on  the  naked  blade  made  him  take 
a  folemn  oath,  that  he  would  fay 
nothing  of  his  having  feen  the  Wan¬ 
derer,  till  his  efcape  fhould  be  made 
public. 

Malcolm’s  filler,  whofe  houfe  they 
reached  pretty  early  in  the  morning, 
afked  him  who  the  perfon  was  that 
was  along  with  him.  He  faid,  it 
was  one  Lewis  Caw,  from  Crieff, 
who  being  a  fugitive  like  himfelf, 
for  the  fame  reaion,  he  had  engaged 
him  as  his  fervant,  but  that  he  had 
fallen  fick.  Poor  man !  (faid 
fhe)  I  pity  him.  At  the  fame  time 
my  heart  warms  to  a  man  of  his 
appearance.” — Her  hufband  was 
gone  a  little  way  from  home ;  but 
was  expe&ed  every  minute  to  re- 

I  turn. 
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turn.  She  fet  down  to  her  brother 
a  plentiful  Highland  breakfafl. 
Prince  Charles  aCted  the  fervant 
very  well,  fitting  at  a  refpeClful 
diflance,  with  his  bonnet  oft.  Mal¬ 
colm  then  faid  to  him,  “  Mr.  Caw, 
you  have  as  much  need  of  this  as  I 
have  ;  there  is  enough  for  us  both  : 
von  had  better  draw  nearer,  and 

tm  ■ 

fhare  with  me.” — Upon  which  he 
rofe,  made  a  profound  bow,  fat 
down  at  table  with  his  fuppofed  maf- 
ter,  and  eat  very  heartly.  After 
this  there  came  in  an  old  woman, 
who,  after  the  mode  of  ancient  hof- 
pitality,  brought  warm  water,  and 
walked  Malcolm’s  feet.  He  delired 
her  to  wafh  the  feet  of  the  poor 
man  who  attended  him.  She  at 
ixrft  feemed  averfe  to  this,  from 
pride,  as  thinking  him  beneath  her  ; 
and  in  the  periphrafUck  language 
of  the  Highlanders  anti  the  Irilh, 
faid  warmly,  Though  I  walk 
your  father’s  Ton’s  feet,  why  fhould 
I  walh  his  father’s  Ton’s  feet  ?” — 
She  was  however  perfuaded  to  do 
it. 

They  then  went  to  bed,  and  flept 
for  Tome  time  ;  and  when  Malcolm 
awaked,  he  was  told  that  Mr.  John 
McKinnon,  his  brother-in-law,  was 
in  fight,  He  f  prang  out  to  talk  to 

O  JL  O 

him  before  he  fhould  fee  Prince 
Charles.  After  faluting  him,  Mal¬ 
colm,  pointing  to  the  Tea,  faid, 
'*  What,  John,  if  the  prince  fhould 
be  a  prifoner  on  board  one  of  thofe 
tenders  God  forbid  1”  re¬ 

plied  John.— “  What  if  we  had 
him  here  r”  faid  Malcolm.— “  I 
wilh  we  had,  (anfwered  John)  we 
fhould  take  care  of  him.”— “  Well, 
John,  (faid  Malcolm)  he  is  in  your 
houfe.” — John,  in  a  tranfport  of 
joy,  wanted  to  run  direCtly.  in,  and 
pay  his  obeifance  ;  but  Malcolm 
hopped  him,  faying,  {f  Now  is  your 


time  to  behave  well,  and  do  no¬ 
thing  that  can  difcover  him.”-— 
John  compofed  himfelf,  and  having 
lent  away  all  his  fervants  upon  dif¬ 
ferent  errands,  he  was  introduced 
into  the  prefence  of  his  guefl,  and 
was  then  defined  to  go  and  get  ready 
a  boat  lying  near  his  houfe,  which, 
though  but  a  fmall  leaky  one,  they 
refolved  to  take,  rather  than  go  to 
the  laird  of  M‘Kinnon.  John 
M‘Kinnon  however  thought  other- 
wife  ;  and  upon  his  return  told  them, 
that  his  chief  and  lady  M'KmnGn 
were  coming  in  the  laird’s  boat. 
Prince  Charles  faid  to  his  trufly 
Malcolm,  “  I  am  forty  for  this, 
but  mull  make  the  belt  of  it.”— 
McKinnon  then  walked  up  from 
the  fhore,  and  did  homage  to 
the  Wanderer.  His  lady  waited  in. 
a  cave,  to  which  they  all  repaired, 
and  were  entertained  with  cold  meat 
and  wine. — Mr.  Malcolm  McLeod 
being  now  fuperfeded  by  the  laird 
of  M‘Kinnon,  defired  leave  to  re¬ 
turn,  which  was  granted,  him,  and 
Prince  Charles  wrote  a  fhort  note, 
which  he  fubferibed  ‘James  Thompfon , 
informing  his  friends  that  he  had 
got  away  from  Sky,  and  thank¬ 
ing  them  for  their  kindnefs ;  and 
he  defired  this  might  be  fpeedily 
conveyed  to  young  Rafay  and  Dr. 
Macleod,  that  they  might  not  wait, 
longer  in  expectation  of  feeing  him 
again.  He  bade  a  cordial  adieu  to 
Malcolm,  and  infilled  on  his  ac¬ 
cepting  of  a  filver  flock-buckle, 
and  ten  guineas  from  his  purfe, 
though,  as  Malcolm  told  me,,  it  did 
not  appear  to  contain  above  forty. 
Malcolm  at  firfl  begged  to  be  excuf- 
ed,  faying,  that  he  had  a  few  gui¬ 
neas  at  his  fervice ;  but  Prince 
Charles  anfwered,  “  You  will  have 
need  of  money.  I  fhall  get  enough 
when  I  come  upon  the  main  land.” 
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The  laird  of  McKinnon  then  con- 
Veyed  him  to  the  oppofite  coait  of 
Knoidart.  Old  Rafayj  to  whom 
-intelligence  had  been  fent,  was 
cf offing  at  the  fame  time  to  Sky  ; 
but  as  they  did  not  know  of  each 
other,  and  each  had  apprehenfions, 
the  two  boats  kept  aloof. 

Thefe  are  the  particulars  which 
I  have  collected  concerning  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  concealment  and  efcapes 
of  Prince  Charles,  in  the  Hebrides. 
He  was  often  in  imminent  danger. 
The  troops  traced  him  from  the 
Long  Ifland,  acrofs  Sky,  to  Portree, 
but  there  loft  him.” 


Curious  Remarks  conceryiing  the  Sa¬ 
lvages  of  North  America.  By 
Dr.  B.  Franklin. 

TH  E  Indian  men,  when 
yofcng,  are  hunters  and 
Warriors ;  when  old,  counfellors ; 
for  all  their  government  is  by  the 
counfel  or  advice  of  the  fages  $  there 
is  no  force,  there  are  no  prilons,  no 
officers  to  compel  obedience,  or 
infliCt  punifkment.  Hence  they  ge¬ 
nerally  ftudy  oratory ;  the  bell 
fpeaker  having  the  mod  influence. 
The  Indian  women  till  the  ground, 
drefs  the  food,  nurfe  and  bring  up 
the  children,  and  preferve  and  hand 
down  to  pofterity  the  memory  of 
public  tranfaCtions.  Thefe  employ¬ 
ments  of  men  and  women  are  ac¬ 
counted  natural  and  honourable. 
Having  few  artificial  wants,  they 
have  abundance  of  leifure  for  im¬ 
provement  by  converfation.  Our 
laborious  manner  of  life,  compared 
with  theirs,  they  efteem  flavifh  and 
bale  ;  and  the  learning  on  which 
we  value  ourfelves,  they  regard  as 
frivolous  and  ufelefs, 


Having  frequent  occafions  to  hold 
public  councils,  they  have  acquired 
great  order  and  decency  in  conduct¬ 
ing  them.  The  old  men  fit  in  the 
foremoft  ranks,  the  warriors  in  the 
next,  and  the  women  and  children 
in  the  hindmoft.  The  btifinefs  of 
the  women  is  to  take  exadt  notice  of 
what  paffes,  imprint  it  in  their  me¬ 
mories,  for  they  have  no  writing, 
and  communicate  it  to  their  chil¬ 
dren.  They  are  the  records  of  that 
council,  and  they  preferve  tradition 
of  the  Imputations  in  treaties  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  back  ;  which,  when  we 
compare  with  our  writings,  we  al- 
ways  find  exadt.  He  that  would 
fpeak,  fifes.  The  reft  obferve  a 
profound  filence.  When  he  has  fi¬ 
nished,  and  fits  down,  they  leave 
him  five  or  fix  minutes  to  recoiled!* 
that  if  he  has  omitted  any  thing  he 
intended  to  fay,  or  has  any  thing  to 
add,  he  may  rife  again,  and  deliver 
it.  To  interrupt  another,  even  in 
common  converfation,  is  reckoned 
highly  indecent. 

The  politeriefs  of  thefe  Savages 
in  converfation,  is,  indeed,  carried 
to  excefs  ;  fince  it  does  not  permit 
them  to  contradidt,  or  deny  the  truth 
of  what  is  affefted  in  their  prefence. 
By  this  means  they  indeed  avoid  dif- 
piites  ;  but  then  it  becomes  difficult 
to  know  their  minds,  or,  what  im- 
preftion  you  make  upon  them.  The 
miflionaries  who  have  attempted  to 
convert  them  t‘o  chriftianity,  al! 
complain  of  this  as  one  of  the  great 
difficulties  of  their  miffioh.  The 
Indians  hear  with  patience  the  truths 
of  the  gcfpel  explained  to  them, 
and  give  their  ufual  tokens  of  affent 
arid  approbation  :  you  would  think 
they  were  convinced. —No  fuch  mat¬ 
ter  ;  it  is  mere  civility. 

A  Swedifh  jninifter  having  af- 
1  ?■  fembioi 


n«  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  17^4^. 


fembled  the  chiefs  of  the  Safque- 
hanah  Indians,  made  a  fermon  to 
them,  acquainting  them  with  the 
principal  hiftorical  fads  on  which 
our  religion  is  founded ;  fuch  as  the 
fall  of  our  firft  parents  by  eating  an 
apple  ;  the  coming  of  Chrifl  to  re¬ 
pair  the  mifchief ;  his  miracles,  and 
fullering,  &c.— -When  he  had  fi~ 
nifhed,  an  Indian  orator  flood  up  to 
thank  him.  46  What  you  have  told 
44  us,”  fays  he,  44  is  all  very  good. 
44  It  is  indeed  bad  to  eat  apples.  It 
44  is  better  to  make  them  all  into 
44  cyder.  We  are  much  obliged  by 
44  your  kindnefs  in  coming  fo  far, 
44  to  tell  us  thofe  things  which  you 
44  have  heard  from  your  mothers. 
144  In  return,  I  will  tell  you  fome 
44  of  thofe  we  have  heard  from 
44  ours. 

44  In  the  beginning,  our  fathers 
44  had  only  the  flefh  of  animals  to 
44  fubfift  on ;  and  if  their  hunting 
44  was  unfuceefsful,  they  were  liarv- 
44  ing.  Two  of  our  young  hunters 
44  having, killed  a  deer,  made  a  fire 
44  in  the  woods-  to  broil  fome  parts 
“ 4  of  it .  When  they  were  about  to  fa- 
44  tisfy  hunger,,  they  beheld  a  beau- 
44  tiful  young  woman  defcend  from 
44  the  clouds,  and  feat  herfelf  on 
44  that  bill  which  you  fee  yonder 
44  among  the  Blue  Mountains.  They 
44  faid  to  each  otlier,  it  is  a  fpirit 
44  that  perhaps  has  knelt  our  broil- 
44  ing  venifon,  and  wifhes  to  eat  of 
44  it :  let  us  offer  fome  to  her  .  They 
44  prefented  her  with  the  tongue  : 
44  fhe  was  pleafed  with  the  take  of 
44  it,  and  faid,  your  kindnefs  fhall 
44  be  rewarded.  Gome  to  this  place 
44  after  thirteen  moons,  and  you 
44  will  find  fomething  that  will  be 
44  of  great  benefit  in  nourifhing  you 
44  and  your  children  to  the  latefl 
4,4  generations.  They  did  fo,  and  to 
**  their  furprife,  found  plants  they 


44  had  never  feen  before ;  but 
44  which,  from  that  antient  time, 
44  have  been  conflantly  cultivated 
44  among  us,  to  our  great  advan- 
44  tage.  Where  her  right  hand  had 
44  touched  the  ground,  they  found 
44  maize  ;  where  her  left  hand  had 
44  touched  it,  they  found  kidney 
44  beans  ;  and  where  her  backfide 
44  had  fat  on  it  they  found  tobac- 
44  co.’r  The  good  mifikmary,  dif- 
guiled  with  this  idle  takv  faid,-. 
44  What  I  delivered  to  you  were  fa- 
44  cred  truths  ;  but  what  you  tell  me 
44  is  mere  fable,  fidion,  and  falfe- 
44  hood.”  The  Indian  offended,, 
replied,  44  My  brother,  it  feems- 
44  your  friends  have  not  done  you 
44  juilice  in  your  education  ;  they 
44  have  not  well  inflruded  you  in 
44  the  rules  of  common  civility. 
44  You  faw  that  we,  who  underhand 
44  and  pradife  thofe  rules,  believed 
44  all  your  flories,  why  do  you  re- 
44  fufe  to  believe  ours  ?” 

When  any  of  them  come  into  our 
towns,-  our  people  are  apt  to  croud 
round  them,  gaze  upon  them,  and 
incommode  them  where  they  deli  re 
to  be  private  ;  this  they  efteem  great 
rudenefs,  and  the  effed  of  the  want 
of  inflrudion  in  the  rules  of  civility 
arid  good-manners*.  44>  We  have/’ 
fay  they,  44  as  much  curiofity  as  you,- 
44  and  when  you  come  into  our 
44  towns,  we  wifh  for  opportunities* 
44  of  looking  at  you  ;  but  for  this 
44  purpofe  we  hide  ourfelves  behind- 
44  bufh.es  where  you  are  to  pafs,  and 
44  never  intrude  ourfelves  into  your 
4<k  company.” 

Their  manner  of  entering  one 
another’s  villages  has  likewife  its 
rules.  It  is  reckoned  uncivil  in 
travelling  lbrangers  to  enter  a  village 
abruptly,  without  giving  notice  of 
their  approach.  Therefore,  as  foon 
as  they  arrive  within  hearing,  they 

flop- 
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Hop  and  hollow,  remaining  there  till 
invited  to  entei.  Two  old  men 
nfually  come  out  to  them,  and  lead 
them  in.  There  is  in  every  village 
a  vacant  dwelling,  called  the  ftran* 
gers  houfe.  Here  they  are  placed, 
while  the  old  men  go  round  from 
hut  to  hut,  acquainting  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  that  Grangers  are  arrived,  who 
are  probably  hungry  and  weary ; 
and  every  one  fends  them  what  he 
can  fpare  of  victuals,  and  fkins  to  re- 
pofe  on.  When  the  Grangers  are 
refrefhed,  pipes  and  tobacco  are 
brought;  and  then,  but  not  before, 
converfation  begins,  with  enquiries 
who  they  are,  whither  bound,  what 
news,  &c.  and  it  ufually  ends  with 
•offers  of  fervice  ;  if  the  Grangers 
have  occafion  for  guides,  or  anyne- 
celfaries  for  continuing  their  jour¬ 
ney  ;  and  nothing  is  exacted  for  the 
entertainment. 

The  fame  hofpitality,  efteemed 
nmong  them  as  a  principal  vir¬ 
tue,  is  praiilifed  by  private  per- 
fons;  of  which  Conrad  Weifer, 
our  interpreter,  gave  me  the  fol¬ 
lowing;  inftance.  He  had  been  na- 
turalized  among  the  Six  Nations, 
and  fpoke  well  the  Mohock  lan¬ 
guage.  In  going  through  the  In¬ 
dian  country,  to  carry  a  meffage 
from  our  governor  to  the  council  at 
Onondaga,  he  called  at  the  habi¬ 
tation  of  Canaffetego,  an  old  ac¬ 
quaintance,  who  embraced  him, 
ip  read  furs  for  him  to  fit  on,  placed 
before  him  fome  boiled  beans  and 
venifon,  and  mixed  fome  rum  and 
water  for  his  drink.  When  he  was 
well  refrefhed,  and  had  lit  his  pipe, 
Canaffeteg-o  beg-an  to  converfe  with 
him  :  afked  how  he  had  fared  the 
many  years  fince  they  had  feen  each 
other,  whence  he  then  came,  what 
had  occafioned  the  journey,  &c. 
Conrad  anfwered  all  his  queftions ; 
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and  when  the  difcourfe  began  to  flag, 
the  Indian,  to  continue  it,  laid, 
“  Conrad,  you  have  lived  long  a- 
“  mong  the  white  people,  and  know 
<(  fomething  of  their  cuftoms  ;  I 
<(  have  been  forrvetimes  at  Albany, 
“  and  have  obferved,  that  once  in 
<<r  feven  days  they  fhut  up  their 
“  (hops,  and  affemble  all  in  the 
“  great  houfe  ;  tell  me  what  it  is 
“  for  ? — What  do  they  do  there  V* 
They  meet  there/’  fays  Conrad, 
“  to  hear  and  learn  good  things” 
“  I  do  not  doubt,”  fays  the  Indian* 
“  that  they  tell  you  fo  ;  they  have 
told  me  the  fame:  but  I  doubt 
the  truth  of  what  they  fay,  and  I 
will  tell  you  my  reafons.  I  went 
“  lately  to  Albany  to  fell  my  {kins, 
<e  and  buy  blankets,  knives,  pow- 
“  der,  rum,  &c.  You  know  I  ge- 
nerally  ufed  to  deal  with  Hans 
“  Hanfon  ;  but  I  was  a  little  inclin- 
ed  this  time  to  try  fome  other 
**  merchants.  However,  I  called 
firft  upon  Hans,  and  afked  him 
what  he  would  give  for  beaver. 
He  faid  he  could  not  give  more 
than  four  {hillings  a  pound:  but* 
fays  he,  I  cannot  talk  on  buflnefs 
now;  this  is  the  day  when  we 
“  meet  together  to  learn  good  things > , 
“  and  I  am  going  to  the  meetings 
So  I  thought  to  myfelf,  fince  I 
“  cannot  do  any  buflnefs  to-day,  I 
<f  may  as  well  go  to  the  meeting 
<<r  too;  and  I  went  with  him. — * 
There  flood  up  a  man  in  black, 
“  and  began  to  talk  to  the  people 
“  very  angrily.  I  did  not  under- 
Hand  what  he  faid  ;  but  perceiv- 
ing  that  he  looked  much  at  me 
fC  and  at  Hanfon,  I  imagined  he  was 
t(  angry  at  feeing  me  there ;  fo  I 
“  went  out,  fat  down  near  the 
“  houfe,  flruck  fire,  and  lit  my 
pipe,  wailing  till  the  meeting 
“  fhould  breakup.  I  thought  too, 

I  ^  “  that 
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s  *  that  the  man  had  mentioned  Tome- 
thing  of  beaver,  and  I  fufpefted 
gc  it  might  be  the  fubjeft  of  their 
*s  meeting.  So  when  they  came 
out,  I  accofted  my  merchant. — 
Well,  Hans,  fays  I,  I  hope  you 
4(  have  agreed  to  give  more  than 
four  (hillings  a  pound  ?”  ft  No, 
*•*  fays  he,  1  cannot  give  fo  much,  I 
*e  cannot  give  more  than  three 
ee  {hillings  and  fix-pence.5 5  I  then 
*(  fpoke  to  feveral  other  dealers, 
fC  but  they  all  fung  the  fame  fong, 
**  three  and  flx-pence,  three  and  fix- 
pence.  This  made  it  clear  to  me 
* f  that  my  fufpicion  was  right ;  and 
that  whatever  they  pretended  of 
ie  meeting  to  learn  good  things ,  the 
f<r  real  purpofe  was,  to  confult  how 
a  to  cheat  Indians  in  the  price  of 
beaver.  Conflder  but  a  little, 
Conrad,  and  you  nuift  be  of  my 
V  opinion.  Jf  they  met  fo  often  to 
learn  good  things  .j  they  certainly 
U  would  have  learned  force  before 
“  this  time.  But  they  are  fill  ig- 
fC  norant.  Y ou  know  our  pra&ice. 
c"r  If  a  white  man,  in  travelling 
through  our  country,  enters  one 
of  our  cabins,  we  all  treat  him  as 
I  treat  you  ;  we  dry  him  if  he  is 
€C  wet,  we  warm  him  if  he  is  cold, 
u  and  give  him  meat  and  drink, 
**  that  he  may  allay  his  third  and 
hunger;  and  we  fpread  foft  furs 
*e  for  him  to  ref  and  deep  on  :  we 
ff  demand  nothing  in  return.  But 
c<  if  I  go  into  a  white  man’s  houfe 
‘iC  at  Albaty,  and  afk  for  victuals 
*c  Sand  drink,  they  fay.  Where  is 
your  money  ?  And  if  I  have  none, 
* £  they  fay.  Get  outgyou  Indian  dog. 
,£<  You  fee  they  have  not  yet  learn- 
££  ed  thofe  little  good  things ,  that  we 
**  need  no  meeting  to  be  inflxucte.d 


ef  in,  becaufe  our  mothers  taught 
£s  them  to  us  when  we  were  chil- 
“  dfen;  and  therefore  it  is  impofiN 
<(  ble  their  meetings  fhould  be,  as 
cc  they  fay,  for  any  fuch  purpofe,  or 
€i  have  any  fuch  efledl ;  they  are 
<c  only  to  contrive  the  cheating  of 
<c  Indians  in  the  price  of  beaver.” 


Short  Account  of  the  Penal  Laves, 
of  Ruffia — Defer ipt ion  of  the  Pu- 
nijkment  called  the  Knoot  —The 
Emprefsb  Anfwers  to  Mr.  Coxe’r 
Queries  on  the  State  of  the  Ruffian 
Prifons • — A  he  Outlines  of  the  nevj. 
Code  of  Laves  cfablijhed  by  her  at 
herAcceffion.  Extracted from  Foil I. 
of  A  ravels  into  Poland,  Ruffia, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark,  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Co  xe,  A.M,  F.R.S.  &c. 

ONE  morning,  as  I  was  cafually 
(trolling  through  the  ftreets  of 
S.t.  Peterfburgh,  near  the  market¬ 
place,  I  obferved  a  vaft  crowd  of 
people  flocking  to  one  particular 
fpot.  Upon  enquiring  of  my  Ruf- 
fian  fervant  the  caufe  of  this  con- 
courfe,  he  informed  me,  that  the 
multitude  was  affembled  in  order  to 
fee  a  felon,  who  had  been  convi&ed 
of  murder,  receive  the  knoot.  Al¬ 
though  I  naturally  fhuddered  at  the. 
very  idea  of  being  a  fpeffiator  of  the 
agonies  of  a  fellow-creature,  yet 
my  curiofity  overcame  my  feelings. 
With  the  afliffcance  of  my  fervant,  I 
penetrated  through  the  crowd,  and 
afeended  the  roof  of  a  wooden  houfe 
of  one  flory,  from  whence  I  had  a 
diftinft  view  of  the  dreadful  opera¬ 
tion,  which  was  already  begun. 
The  executioner  held  in  his  hand 
the  knoot  *  :  this  inftrument  is  a 

thong. 


*  The  following  are  the 
cured  in  Ruffia,  and  which 


exa£l  dimenfions  and  weight  of  a  knoot,  which  I  pro¬ 
's  now  in'  my  p.eileiTion, 

Xength 
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thong,  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  crown 
piece,  and  about  three  quarters  of  an 
inch  broadband  rendered  extremely 
hard  by  a  peculiar  kind  of  prepara¬ 
tion  :  it  is  tied  to  a  thick  plaited 
whip,  which  is  connected,  by  means 
of  an  iron  ring,  with  a  fmall  piece  of 
leather  that  adds  like  a  fpring,  and 
is  fallened  to  a  fhort  wooden  han¬ 
dle. 

The  executioner,  before  every 
llroke,  receded  a  few  paces,  and  at 
the  fame  time  drew  back  the  hand 
which  held  the  knoot ;  then,  bound¬ 
ing  forwards,  he  applied  the  flat  end 
of  the  thong  with  confiderable  force 
to  the  naked  back  of  the  criminal  in 
a  perpendicular  line,  reaching  fix  or 
feven  inches  from  the  collar  towards 
the  waill.  He  began  by  hitting  the 
right  fhoulder,  and  continued  his 
ffrokes  parallel  to  each  other  quite 
to  the  left  fhoulder  ;  nor  ceafed  till 
he  had  inflidted  333  laihes,  the  num¬ 
ber  prescribed  by  the  fentence.  At 
the  conclufion  of  this  terrible  opera¬ 
tion,  the  noffirils  of  the  criminal 
were  torn  with  pincers,  his  face 
marked  with  a  hot  iron,  and  he  was 
re-condu6led  to  prifon,  in  order  to 
be  tranfported  to  the  mines  of  Ner- 
fhinfk,  ,in  Siberia. 

As  feveral  authors  have  errone- 
oufly  defcribed  or  exaggerated  the 
puniihment  of  the  knoot,  I  have 
been  thus  particular  in  relating  what 
fell  under  my  observation  ;  and  I 


fhall  take  this  opportunity  ofthrow- 
ing  together  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
penal  laws  of  Ruffia.  v 

By  the  ancient  flatutes,  felons,  as 
well  as  traitors,  were  publicly  exe¬ 
cuted  ;  but  by  an  edift  of  the  em- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  certain  corporal  pe¬ 
nalties  were,  in  cafes  of  felony,  fub- 
ftitutfijd  in  the  room  of  capital  fen- 
tences,  a  circumllance  peculiar  to 
the  Ruffian  code. 

According  to  the  prefent  penal 
laws,  offenders  are  punifhcd  in  the 
following  manner.  Perfons  con- 
vidled  of  high  treafon  are  either  be¬ 
headed  or  imprifoned  for  life.  Fe¬ 
lons,  after  receiving  the  knoot,  hav¬ 
ing  their  noftrils  torn,  and  their  faces 
marked,  as  I  have  juft  defcribed,  are 
condemned  for  life  to  work  in  the 
mines  of  Nerfhinfk.  Petty  offend¬ 
ers  are  either  whipped*,  tranfported 
into  Siberia  as  colonifis,cr  fentenced 
to  hard  labour  for  a  Hated  period. 
Among  the  coloniffis  are  included 
peafants,  who  may  be  arbitrarily 
configned  by  their  mailers  to  baniih- 
ment  f . 

Allthefe  perfons,  felons  and  others, 
are  tranfported  in  fpring  and  auturna 
from  different  parts  of  the  Ruffian 
dominions.  They  travel  part  of  the 
way  by  water,  and  part  by  land ;  are 
chained  in  pairs,  and  fallened  to  a 
long  rope  :  at  night  they  are  carried 
to  different  cottages,  and  guarded 
by  the  foldiers  who  conduct  them.* 


Length  of  the  thong  2  feet;  breadth  of  the  top  |  of  an  Inch  ;  at  the  bottom  \ . 
— Thicknefs  4. — Length  of  the  plaited  whip  2  feet.— Circumference  of  ditto  x-| 

inches - Diameter  of  the  ring  1  inch  and  A.— --Length  of  the  leather  fpring  1 

inch  and  Length  of  the  handle  1  foot  xf  inches. —  Length  of  the  whole  $ 
feet'5  inches  and  J.. — Weight  11  ounces. 

The  reader  will  judge  of  the  great  force  which  the  fkilful  executioner  can  give 
to  this  inftrument,  when  informed,  that,  if  he  receives  a  private  order,  he  can. 
difpatch  the  criminal  by  linking  him  two  or  three  blows  upon  the  ribs. 

*  There  are;  three  inftruments  for  whipping  in  Ruffia  :  the  knoot,  the  katze, 
and  the  plett,  both  of  which  latter  are  a  kind  of  cat-o’-nine-taiis. 

t  Their  mailers  are  empowered  to  inflift  this  puniihment,  only  affignmg  the 
paufe  of  the  offence. 

I  4 


When 
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When  the  whole  troop  arrive  at  To-, 
bohk,  the  governor  afligns  the  colo¬ 
nies  who  have  been  bred  to  handi¬ 
craft  trades  to  different  mailers  in 
the  town ;  others  he  difpofes  as  vaf- 
fals  in  the  neighbouring  country. 
The  remainder  of  the  colonifts  go  on 
to  Irkutfk,  where  they  are  difpofed 
of  by  the  governor  of  that  town  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  felons  then 
proceed  alone  to  the  diftrid  of  Ner-> 
fhinfk ;  where  they  are  condemned 
to  work  in  the  iilver  mines,  or  at  the 
different  forges.” 

^The  Emprefs'1  s  Anfwers  to  Mr.  Coxe’r 

Queries  on  the  State  of  the  Ruffian 

Prifons . 

<l  According  to  the  plan  I  laid 
down,  I  vifited  the  Ruffian  prifons  at 


Queries  upon  the  Ruffian  prifons,  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  emprefs , 

1 .  Is  there  any  general  plan  for  the 
conferudlion  of  prifons ,  and  their  inte¬ 
rior  diflribution  ?  and  are  they  ufually 
Jituated  in  the  fuburbs ,  and  near  the 
running  water  ? 

2.  What  precautions  are  taken ,  in 
order  to  keep  the  prifons  clean ,  and  to 
prevent  epidemical  difempers  ? 


3 .  Is  there  a  feparate  infirmary  for 
the  feck  ? 

4.  Are  petty  offenders  kept  apart 
from  the  felons ,  and  are  the felons  alfo 
feparated  from  each  other  ? 


Mofcow  and  Peterfburgh,  of  which  X 
have  already  given  an  ample  account 
in  a  former  publication  *.  In  this, 
place  I  (ball  only  remark  in  general, 
that  the  emprefs,  being  informed  of 
my  refearches  in  relation  to  prifons, 
with  a  condefcenfion  peculiar  to  her 
charader,  permitted  me  to  deliver 
to  count  Ivan  Tchernic’hef,  vice-pre- 
fident  of  the  admiralty,  a  lift  of  que-r 
ries,  with  refped  to  fome  of  which  I 
received  information,  by  her  orders, 
from  her  beft-informed  governors  f, 
and  others  fhe  even  condefcended  to, 
anfwer  herfelf.  The  latter  I  fhall 
here  fubjoin,  with  a  full  convidion, 
that  observations  even  of  lefs  mo¬ 
ment  would  be  rendered  acceptable 
by  the  authority  of  fo  diftinguifhed 
a  charader, 


Anfwers  dictated  by  the  emprefs  to  her 
fecretary ,  and  fent  to  the  author. 

1 .  c<  There  has  been  hitherto  no 
“  general  plan  for  the  conftrudion 
<(  of  prifons,  nor  rules  for  their  dif- 

tribution  and  lituation. 

2.  (<  There  is  no  more  regular 
ts  tion  for  the  cleanhlnefs  of  the 
e<  prifons,  than  for  their  conftruc- 

tion  and  fituation.  By  an  abufe 
t(  favourable  to  the  prifoners,  they 
((  are  in  many  places  permitted  to 
go  to  the  baths.  It  is  probable 
that  the  cold  alone  prevents  epi- 
demical  diforders. 

3.  “  Not  every  where.  * 

4.  Although  it  is  prefcribed 
“  by  the  ancient  laws  that  a  felon, 
ce  when  he  is  fentenced  to  death, 
e‘  fhall  be  kept  in  a  feparate  room* 


*  Account  of  the  Prifons  and  Hofpitals  inRuffia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  See. 
■f  I  have  made  ufe  of  thefe  papers  in  the  treatife  mentioned  in  the  laft  note. 

<f -called 
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5.  Are  the  prifoners  permitted  to 
purchafe  fpirituous  Honors,  and  do  the 
jailers  fell  the?n  ? 


6.  Are  female  criminals  put  in 
Irons  ? 


7.  Is  the fate  of  criminals  condemn¬ 
ed  to  hard  labour  ever  mitigated  in 
cafe  of  reformation  ?  Do  they  voear 
any  badge  of  infamy ,  and  is  it  taken 
(iveay  upon  good  behaviour  ? 


8.  Are  there  fixed  ti7nes  and  places 
in  the  fever al  provinces  for  the  trial 
of  criminals  ? 
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“  called  the  chamber  of  repentance,, 
fe  neverthelefs,  there  are  nowhere 
tc  chambers  of  that  defcription. 

5.  “  Every  fpecies  of  food  is 
“  fold  in  the  priions,  but  the  jailer 
(<  cannot  fell  fpirituous  liquors,  and 
<e  that  for  two  reafons  :  Firfl,  be- 
“  caufe  fpirituous  liquors  can  only 
4<  be  fold  by  thofe  who  farm  the 
“  right  of  vending  them  from  the 
* 4  crown  ;  Secondly,  what  is  very 
<c  extraordinary,  there  are  no  jail— 

ers  *  to  any  of  the  prifons,  al- 
“  though  the  laws  make  mention 
fe  of  them. 

6.  “  The  laws  are  filent  upon 

j. 

fr  this  head.  So  that  whenever 
“  this  cuilom  is  prafHfed,  it  mult 
“  be  reckoned  among  thofe  innu- 
v  merable  abufes,  which  ought  to 
(i  be  abolifhed  f . 

7.  c<  Criminals  condemned  to 
“  public  labour  are  tranfported  : 
“  for  murder  they  are  branded  in 
“  the  face  with  an  hot  iron.  Sec. 
“  fome  are  chained,  others  have 

their  noftrils  torn  ;  and  unlefs, 
<s  upon  a  general  or  particular  am- 
“  nelly,  they  receive  no  mitigation* 

8.  The  laws  fettled  indeed 

certain  times  for  this  purpofe  ; 

“  but,  as  a  great  quantity  of  differ- 
(ti  ent  affairs  and  trials  were  decided 
*ct  in  the  fame  tribunal,  the  courts 
<(  of  criminal  juflice  were  very  di- 
(<  latory  in  their  proceedings. 

“  See  the  manifeflo  of  1775^  at 
<f  the  head  of  the  Regulations 
“  & c.” 


*  The  prifoners  are  guarded  by  foldiers. 

f  The  original  paffage,  which  is  in  the  French  language,  does  not  admit  of  a 
literal  tranllation  : 

“  Les  loix  paffept  fous  filence  ce  point :  ainfi  ce  que  pourroit  fe  faire  a  cet 
*(  egard  peut  etre  compte  parmi  I’inombrable  quantity  des  abus.  Ccs  abus  font 
“  pour  la  plupart  autant  de  cloux  qu’il  faut  tirer  du  corps  politique  de  l’etat  ou 
(l  on  les  trouve.” 

X  Reglements  delaMaj.  Imp.  pour  l’Adminiftration  des  Geuvernements,  See. 
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■®f  New  Plan  for  the  Ruffian  Prifons, 
to  be  introduced  into  each  go- 
**■  verament. 

1 .  ce  To  divide  the  prifons  into 
*c  civil  and  criminal.  2.  The  cri- 
minal  prifpn  fhall  be  diftributed 
into  three  parts.  The  firft,  for 
•* c  criminals  before  and  during  trial ; 
€C  the  fecond,  for  performs  fentenced 
to  confinement  for  a  hated  time  ; 
*(  and  the  third,  for  felons  capitally 
f-Q  convihed,  condemned  to  perpe- 
€i  tual  imprifonment,  or  to  the  pub - 
fc  lie  works*  3.  Each  part  fhall  be 
feparated,  one  for  the  men,  the 
4ff  other  for  the  women.  4.  There 
fhall  be  an  infirmary  for  lick  pri- 
€6  loners 5.  The  prifon  fhall  be 
conftructed  without  the  town,  in  an 
airy  fituation  ^  and  near  the  wa- 
“  ter.’J 

It  cannot  be  otherwife  than  a  fob- 
3, eft  of  pleafing  reflection  to  the 
reader,  that  this  great  princefs  thus 
pmdefeends  to  contemplate  and  al¬ 
leviate  the  fofferings  of  even  the 
wretched  victims  to  public  juftice  ; 
but  how  much  more  will  the  vene¬ 
ration  for  her  be  increafed,  when  he 
confiders  her  as  erecting  the  glorious 
ibperilructure  of  national  happinefs 
or  the  firm  balls  of  equal  legifla- 
tion  \ 

The  empreft,  at  her  aeceffion. 


found  the  Ruffian  code  of  law's  a 
rude  and  indigefted  chaos  ;  and  faw 
the  immediate  neceffity  of  amending 
and  reforming  it.  The  courts  of 
juftice  were  regulated  by  the  ftatutes 
of  Alexey  Michaelovitch  *,  extremer 
ly  defective  both  as  to  order  and  pre- 
cifion,  and  by  the  ukafes ,  or  impe¬ 
rial  mandates,  iiTued  by  Peter  and 
his  iiiceeffors,  uncommonly  nume¬ 
rous,  and  in  many  important  points 
contradictory  to  each  other. 

The  vaft  empire  of  Ruffia  was  dif- 
tributed  into  a  few  extenfive  govern¬ 
ments  :  each  government  was  fub- 
divided  into  provinces,  and  each 
province  into  diflridls,  or  circles. 
Over  each  government  was  appoint¬ 
ed  a  governor  ;  over  the  provinces 
a  vayvode  and  his  officers,  who  form¬ 
ed  a  chancery ;  and  over  the  diftriCts 
an  inferior  vayvode,  or  a  kind  of 
juftice  of  peace.  The  abufes  which 
refulted  from  this  diftribution  are 
fufficiently  detailed  in  the  following 
paffage,  from  the  manifefto  of  the 
emprefs,  prefixed  to  the  firft  part  of 
the  new  code  f „ 

“We  find  that  many  governments 
c<  are  not  fufficiently  provided  with 
tribunals  or  officers  of  juftice  in 
proportion  to  their  extent  ;  that 
<c  not  only  the  affairs  of  the  treafury 
and  of  the  police,  but  alio  the  ci- 
vil  and  criminal  caufes,  are  tried 
(C  in  the  lame  court  in  which  the  ad- 


The  earl ieft  regular  code  of  written  laws  was  formed,  in  1 542,  by  Ivan  Vaf- 
filievitch  II.  from  precedents  and  ancient  cuftoms. 

The  ftatutes  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  alluded  to  in  the  text,  were  chiefly  com- 
pofed  from  the  above-mentioned  code,  from  the  mandates  of  the  foVereigns  fob- 
fequent  to  Ivan  YafliUeyiteh  II.  from  the  decifions  of  the  boiars,  who  in  thofe 
times  prefided  in  the  high  courts  of  juftice,  and  from  the  Byzantine  laws  credit? 
iifued  by  the  Greek  empprors  of  Conftantinople.  The  new  ftatutes,  compiled 
from  thefe  foureps,  with  a  few  additions,  being  in  1650  read  in  the  tzar’s  pre- 
fence,  were  printed,  and  a  copy  lent  into  each  province. 

See  Statuta  Molchovitica  in  Herberfteini  Itin,  in  Mofchoviam  j  alfo  Von  Juftiz- 
\y efen  in  Haygold’s  Beyiagen,  p.  370. 

t  Rcgiements  dc  Catharine  II.  Sec.  p.  VII, 
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ff  miniftration  of  government  is  car- 
“  ricd  cn.  Nor  are  the  provinces 
“  and  di  drift s  in  thefe  fame  govern - 
ments  l^fs  fubjeft  to  flmilar  incon- 
“  veniencies,  as  the  foie  chancery  of 
<c  the  vavvodeis  the  only  court  which 
c£  has  cognizance  of  fo  many  and 
fC  fuch  different  affairs.  The  difor- 
<f  ders  refultinp-  from  thefe  circum- 

O 

<c  dances  are  but  too  evident:  on 
<f  one  fide  delays,  omifliops,  and 
■  c  vexations,  are  the  natural  conie- 
quences  of  fo  incongruous  and  de- 
*c  feftive  a  conditution  ;  where  one 
<c  buflnefs  impedes  another,  and 
ff  where  the  impoflibility  of  termi- 
nating  matters  fo  various  in  the 
i(  foie  chancery  of  the  vayvode,  oc~ 
cafions  procradinaticn,  negleft  of 
“  duty,  and  admits  only  a  partial 
difpatch  of  budrlefs ;  on  the  other 
fide,  thefe  delays  generate  chica- 
iC  nery,  and  encourage  the  commif- 
f  £  don  of  crimes,  becaufe  the  punifh- 
££  ment  does  not  follow  the  tranf- 
greffion  of  the  laws  with  that  ce- 
((  lerity  which  is  neceffary  to  reprefs 
“  and  drike  terror  into  offenders, 
f*  while  the  endlefs  appeals  *  from 
“  one  court  to  aqother,  are  perpe- 
fe  tual  obftruftions  to  juftice.” 

But  the  greated  evil  to  the  lower 
clafs  of  people  was  derived  from  the 
enormous  authority  of  the  inferior 
vayvode,  who,  though  ufually  a  per- 


fon  of  low  birth,  and  totally  ignorant 
of  the  laws,  yet  cculd  not  only  im- 
pofe  punifhment  for  petty  offences, 
but  had  even  the  power  of  ordering 
the  knoot,  of  inflicting  torture,  and 
of  tranfporting  to  Siberia.  Hence 
perfons  fufpefted  of  crimes  were  de¬ 
tained  in  prifon  feveral  years  without 
being  brought  to  a  Anal  trial ;  were 
applied  to  the  torture  without  fufft- 
cient  proof,  and  frequently  more 
than  once. 

Many  fovereigns  fubfequent  to 
Alexey  Michaelovitch,  and  particu¬ 
larly  Peter  I.  had  framed  the  pro- 
jeft  for  amending  and  reforming  the 
Ruflian  jurifprudence,  but  had  never 
carried  it  into  execution  :  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  this  arduous  undertaking 
was  referved  for  Catharine  II.  who, 
in  1767,  fummoned  deputies  to 
Mofcow  from  every  part  of  her  ex- 
tenfive  dominions,  and  having  ap¬ 
pointed  commiffioners  for  compofmg 
a  new  code  of  laws,  delivered  to 
them  her  Grand  Inftruftions  f ,  which 
had  been  previoufly  compofed  by 
her  imperial  majefty  in  the  true  fpi- 
rit  of  genuine  legiflation.  In  con¬ 
formity  to  thefe  inftruftions,  the 
ftrft  part  of  a  new  code  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  in  1775/  and  a.  fecond 
part  in  1780  ;  and  has  been  receiv¬ 
ed  in  many  of  the  new  governments 
into  which  the  Ruflian  empire  has 


*  The  manifefto  of  the  emprefs  enumerates  the  following  inftanpes  of  appeal  in 
the  affairs  relative  to  commerce,  as  well  as  all  caufes  of  merchants  or  burghars. 

A  perfon,  not  content  with  the  deciiion  by  oral  judgment,  could  carry  his 
t{  caufe  before  the  magiftrate  of  the  town,  from  whofe  fentence  he  might  appeal 
f*  to  the  magiftrate  of  the  province,  from  him  fucceflively  to  the  magiftrate  of  the 
“  government,  to  the  fuperior  magiftrate,  and  laftly  to  the  fen  ate.”  Ibid.  p.VIII. 
ff  i(  Inftruftions  de  Catharine  IT.  Pour  la  Commifllon  chargee  de  dreflei:  Iq 
Projet  d'un  Nouveau  Code  de  Loix.”  St.  Pet.  1769. 

Thefe  inftruftions  have  bren  tranflated  into  moft  modern  languages,  and  into 
Englifh  byTatifchef,  a  Ruflian  gentleman  ;  to  which  is  prefixed,  a  defeription  of 
the  manner  of  opening  the  commiflion,  with  the  order  and  rules  for  elefting  the 
commiffioners  appointed  to  frame  a  new  code  of  law's.  The  Grand  Inftruc- 
(ions,  &c.  printed  by  jfefferys. 

bfcen 
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Teen  lately  divided.  Many  of  the 
abufes,  as  well  thofe  above  enume¬ 
rated  as  others  of  no  lefs  moment, 
fiave  been  removed  by  thefe  new  in¬ 
stitutions  ;  and  many  of  them  Hill 
exifting  will  be  abolifhed,  if  the  era- 
prefs  has  time  to  complete  the  fyf- 
tem. 

As  an  ample  detail  of  thefe  regu¬ 
lations  falls  not  within  the  compafs 
of  the  prefent  work,  nor  within  the 
capacity  of  the  author,,  at  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  curiofity  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  will  be  in  fome  meafure  gratified 
by  the  enumeration  of  the  mod 
ifriking  peculiarities  in  this  extenfive 
plan  ;  which  has  changed  and  mo- 
diked  the  whole  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  empire,  which  had  been  di¬ 
vided  by  Peter  the  Great  into  nine 
extenfive  governments,  is  now  dif- 
trihuted  into  a  larger  number  *, 
each  upon  an  average  containing 
only  from  3  to  400,000  fouls.  One 
or  more  of  thefe  governments  is  fu- 
per-intended  by  a  named: nick,  or 
lord-lieutenant,  and  each  of  them 
has  a  vice-governor,  a  council,  civil 
and  criminal  courts  of  judicature, 
fome  of  whofe  members  are  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  fovereign,  and  the  others 
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are  chofen  by  the  nobles.  By  this 
inftitution  Catharine  has,  in  fome 
.inftances,  fet  bounds  to  her  abfolute 
prerogative,  by  dimin idling  the  pow¬ 
er  of  thofe  tribunals  which  were  only 
dependent  upon  the  crown,  by  trans¬ 
ferring  it  to  the  nobles,  and  invefting 
them  with  many  additional  privile¬ 
ges  with  refpedt  to  the  adminiflration 
,of  juftice..  As  ihe  has  introduced 
like  wife  into  each  government  fu- 
perior  tribunals,  whofe  decifion  is 
final,  fhe  has  prevented,  by  thefe 
means,  frequent  appeals  to  die  im¬ 
perial  colleges  at  Peterfburgh  and 
Molcow,  which  were  .attended  with 
confiderable  expence  and  delay.  By 
efkiblifhing  or  feparating  the  differ¬ 
ent  boards  of  finance,  police,  &c. 
•from  the  courts  of  law.,  which  before 
impeded  each  other  by  meeting  in 
the  fame  place,  fhe  has  facilitated 
the  difpatch  of  bufmefs,  and  ren¬ 
dered  the  adminillration  of  juftice 
more  fpeedy.  She  has  increased  the 
falaries  -of  the  judges,  who  before, 
from  the  narrownds  of  their  income, 
were  neceffarily  pxpofed  to  almoih 
irrefiftible  temptations  from  bribery  * 
or,  to  ufe  her  own  expreflions  to  the 
judges,  in  her  celebrated  edict, 
£<  Formerly  your  neceffities  might 


*  The  firft  provinces  erefled  into  governments,  according  t-o  the -new  inftitu- 
tution,  were  Tver  and  Smolenfko,  in  January  1776.  Thofe  which  have  b^en 
fince  eftablifhed,  either  before  or  during  mv  refidence  in  Ruflia,  were  in  the  fol- 
lowing  order:  Novo  go  rod  and  Kaluga,  in  December  1776  ;  Plefcof,  Yaroflaf, 
and  Tula,  in  December  1777  ;  Polotik  and  Mohilef,  in  May  17785  Refim,  Yo^ 
lodimir,  Koftroma,  and  Orel,  in  December  5778, 

By  the  late  ft  accounts  from  Peterfburgh,  the  governments  were  ranged  in  the 
following  manner  : 

1.  Mofcow.  2.  Peterfburgh.  3.  Wiburgh.  4.  Tver.  5.  Nivogorod.  6. 
Plefkof.  7.  Smolenfko.  8.  Mohilef.  9.  Polotfk.  10.  Orel.  11.  Kurfk. 
17..  Karko'f.  1  3 .  Voronetz.  14.  Tambof.  15.  Refan.  16.  Tula.  17.  Ka¬ 
luga.  18.  Yaroflaf.  19.  Vologda.  20.  Vladimir.  21.  Koftroma.  22.  Nifh- 
nei  Novogorod.  23.  Viatka.  24.  Permia,  25.  Tobollk.  26.  Kolyvan.  27. 
Irkutfk.  28.  Ufa.  29.  Simbirfk.  30.  Cafan.  31.  Penza.  32.  Saratof. 
33.  Aftracan.  34.  Azof.  35.  New-RufTia.  36.  Little-Ruffia.  37.  Kiof. 
38.  Tchernigof.  39.  Livonia,  or  Riga.  40.  Efthoma,  or  Reval.  41.  Novo- 
gorod-Severfkoi.  42.  Orenburgh. 

have 
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have  induced  you  to  be  too  atten- 
f<  tive  to  your  own  interefts  :  your 
“  country  now  pays  your  labours  ; 
“  and  what  before  might  admit  of 
rc  fome  excufe,  from  this  moment 
*c  becomes  a  crime. ”  She  has  con¬ 
siderably  increafed  the  expences  of 
the  crown  in  each  government *  *, 
without  increafmg  the  taxes  ;  which 
fhe  has  been  enabled  to  perform  by 
introducing  a  more  regular  order 
into  the  finances. 

To  thefe  regulations  mull:  be  add¬ 
ed  the  abolition  of  torture ;  the 
fettling  the  proper  boundaries  be¬ 
tween  the  feveral  governments, 
which  has  prevented  many  diffen- 
lions  and  law-dints  ;  the  appointment 
of  regular  phyficians  and  furgeons, 
Rationed  in  various  dillridls,  at  the 
crown’s  expence  ;•  the  foundation  of 
fchools  for  the  education  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  others  for  children  of  perfons 
of  inferior  rank  ;  the  eftablilhment 
or  augmentation  of  new  feminaries 
for  thofe  intended  for  holy  orders ; 
the  erection  of  new  bodies  corporate, 
with  additional  immunities ;  the 
grant  of  freedom  to  numberlefs 
vafials  of  the  crown  ;  and  facilitat¬ 
ing  the  means  of  giving  liberty  to 
the  peafants.” 


Anecdote  of  the  Duchefs  of  Queenf- 
berry ;  extra3ed  from  the  Life  of 
Ivfrs.  Bellamy,  ^written  by  h  erf  elf . 

CClT  Had  likewife,  about  this  pe- 
Jb  riod  f ,  the  happinefs  to  acquire 
the  approbation  and  patronage  of 
two  ladies  of  the  firfl  dillindtion  :  the 
late  duchefs  of  Montague,  then  lady 
Cardigan,  andher  grace  of  Queenf- 

*  The  expences  of  the  government  of 
and  the  revenues  to  £.175,000. 

f  The  period  when  Mrs.  Bellamy  firit 


berry.  Both  thefe  ladies  favoured 
me  with  their  fupport,  fo  far  as  to 
grace  the  theatre  whenever  I  per¬ 
formed.  An  attention  which  was 
the  more  flattering,  as  the  latter  had 
not  honoured  a  play-houfe  fince 
the  death  of  her  favourite  Gay. 

“  As  Mr.  Rich  could  not  afford* 
from  the  receipts  of  the  theatre,  to 
allow  me  a  falary  equal  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  I  met  with,  and  the  capital  parts 
I  performed,  he  gave  me  a  benefit, 
free  of  all  expences,  upon  one  of 
his  own  nights,  in  order  to  prevent 
difeord  in  the  company.  Though- 
the  public  appeared  to  be  much  in- 
terefted  in  my  favour,  yet  as  I  had 
but  few  friends,  except  thofe  who 
out  of  civility  to  Mr.  Quin  efpoufed 
myintereft,  I  had  very  little  reafont 
to  expedt  that  it  would  prove  lucra¬ 
tive. 

“  Some  days  before  that  fixed  for 
my  benefit,  I  received  a  melfage 
whilftl  was  at  the  theatre,  to  be  at 
Queenfberry-houfe  the  next  day  by 
twelve  o’clock.  As  I  thought  it 
likewife  incumbent  on  me  to  wait 
on  the  countefs  of  Cardigan,  who 
had  honoured  me  with  equal  marks- 
of  approbation,  I  dreffed  myfelfi 
early,  and  taking  a  chair,  went  firit 
to  Privy-Garden.  I  had  there  every 
reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  the  recep¬ 
tion  her  ladyfhip  gave  me,  who 
joined  politenefs  to  every  virtue^ 

“  But  at  Queen foerry-houfe  my 
reception  was  far  otherwife.  Her 
Grace  was  determined  to  mortify 
my  vanity,  before  fhe  promoted  my 
intereft.  Quite  elated  with  lady 
Cardigan’s  Battering  behaviour,  I: 
ordered,  the  chairmen  to  proceed  to 
Queenfberry-houfe.  Soon  after  the- 

Tver  amount  to  £.24., 000  per  annum  5. 

:ame  upoa  the  fiage. 


ratJ  tat 
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rat-tat  had  been  given,  and  my 
name  announced  to  the  porter,  the 
groom  of  the  chambers  appeared. 
I  defired  him  to  acquaint  her  Grace, 
that  I  was  come  to  wait  upon  her. 
But  how  was  I  Turprized,  when  he 
returned  and  informed  me,  that  her 
Grace  knew  no  fuch  perfon  !  my 
adtonifhment  at  this  meffage  was 
greatly  augmented,  by  the  certain¬ 
ty  I  entertained  of  a  ready  admit¬ 
tance.  I  allured  the  domeftic,  that 
it  was  bv  the  duchefs’s  own  direc- 
txons  I  had  taken  the  liberty  to  wait 
©n  her.  To  which  he  replied,  that 
there  mud  have  been  fome  miftake 
in  the  delivery  of  it.  In  this  mor¬ 
tifying  lituation,  I  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  return  home.  Ludicrous  and 
humiliating  as  the  foregoing  fcene 
mud  be,  I  cannot  avoid  relating  it, 
as  it  may  ferve  as  a  leffon  to  many, 
who  too  readily  give  way  to  the  im- 
pulfes  of  vanity.  Young  minds  are 
naturally  prone  to  it ;  mine  confe- 
quentlywas.  And  this  well-timed 
rebuke,  however  grating,  was  the 
greateft  piece  of  regard  her  Grace 
could  have  given  me. 

I  went  home  with  no  very 
pleafmg  fenfations,  as  I  expected  to 
receive  the  taunts  of  a  female  rela¬ 
tion  upon  the  occafion,  who  had 
lately  arrived  from  Ireland,  and  on 
whom  my  mother  doated.  As  this 
perfon  will  be  frequently  mentioned 
in  the  courfe  of  my  narrative,  and 
was  the  caufe  of  many  of  the  incon- 
yeniencies  I  afterwards  differed,  it 
rgay  not  be  amifs,  to  acquaint  you, 
that  her  deformed  body  was  a  lit 
receptacle  for  her  depraved  mind. 

“  According  to  Hogarth’s  rules. 
Indeed,  her  perfon  may  be  faid  to 
abound  in  all  the  graces  annexed 
to  the  idea  of  beauty,  as  die  had 
not  a  ftrai’ght  line  about  her.  And 
her  mind  was  no  lefs  crooked  than 


her  body.  She  had  taken  a  didike 
to  me  on  her  fir  ft  coming  over,  but 
for  what  reafon  I  cannot  account ; 
and  her  ayerfion  feemed  to  increafe 
with  my  fuccefs  on  the  ftage.  To 
fuch  a  height  was  it  now  rifen,  that 
it  was  the  caufe  of  much  unhappinefs 
to  me  :  fo  that  I  was  at  length  ob¬ 
liged  to  complain  to  Mrs.  Jackfon, 
who  requefted  my  mother  to  provide 
for  her  elfewhere,  but  without  effedh 
According  to  my  expedtations* 
I  -  had  no  fooner  returned  from 
Queenfberry-houfe,  and  informed 
mother  of  the  reception  I  met 
with  there,  than  this  relation  per- 
fuaded  her  that  the  invitation  was 
merely  a  chimera  of  my  own  brain, 
generated  by  my  infupportable  va¬ 
nity.  So  virulent  was  her  behaviour, 
that  in  order  to  avoid  her  farcafmSj 
I  pretended  buiinefs  at  the  theatre, 
in  the  evening,  and  went  there. 

ft  Upon  my  entering  the  green^ 
room  I  was  accofted  by  Prince  Lob- 
kovvitz,  who  was  then  here  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  character,  requefting  a  box  at 
my  benefit,  for  the  corps  diplomatique . 
After  thanking  his  highnefs  for  the 
honour  intended  me,  I  informed  him 
they  might  be  accommodated  with 
a  ftage-box,  and  fending  for  the 
houfe-keeper,  defired  he  would  make 
an  entry  in  his  book  to  this  purpofe. 
But  how  great  was  my  furprize* 
when  he  acquainted  me  I  had  not  a 
box  to  dilpofe  of ;  every  one,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  of  the  countefs  of  Cardi¬ 
gan,  the  duchefs  dowager  of  Leeds, 
and  lady  Shafteftmry,  being  retain¬ 
ed  for  her  grace  the  duchefs  of 
Queenfberry !  I  could  not  help 
thinking  but  the  man  was  joking, 
as  he  himfelf  brought -me  the  mef- 
fage  from  her  grace  the  night  before, 
and  that.  1  had  found  to  be  a  decep¬ 
tion.  He  however  ftiil  perftfted  in 
what  he  faid ;  and  further  added, 

that: 
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that  the  duchefs  had  likewile  fent  for 
two  hundred  and  fifty  tickets.  This 
made  me  more  at  a  lofs  to  account  for 
the  cavalier  treatment  I  had  received 
in  the  morning. 

*c  His  highnefs  prince  Lobkowitz 
condelcended  to  put  up  with  a  bal¬ 
cony  for  himfelf  and  friends ;  and  I 
haftened  home,  at  once  to  make 
known  to  my  mother  my  good  for¬ 
tune,  and  to  retaliate  on  my  inimi¬ 
cal  relation.  To  add  to  my  fatis- 
faftion,  when  I  got  home,  I  found 
a  note  from  her  grace,  defiring  I 
would  wait  upon  her  the  next  morn¬ 
ing.  This  being  fuch  an  evident  proof 
of  my  veracity,  which  it  had  given 
me  inexpreifible  uneafinefs  to  have 
doubted,  I  experienced  proportion- 
able  pleafure  from  it. 

“  I  was,  notwithdanding,  fo  ap¬ 
prehend  ve  of  meeting  with  a  fecond 
mortification,  that  I  determined  to 
walk  to  Queeniberrv-houfe,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  perfon’s  being  a  witnefs  to 
it,  ihould  it  happen.  I  accordingly 
let  out  on  foot,  and  was  not  totally 
free  from  perturbation  when  I 
knocked  at  the  gate.  I  was,  how¬ 
ever,  immediately  ufhered  into  her 
grace’s  apartment,  where  my  recep¬ 
tion  was  as  fingular  as  my  treatment 
had  been  the  day  before ;  her  grace 
thus  accoding  me:  Well,  young 

woman  ! — What  bufmefs  had  you 
“  in  a  chair  yederday ? — It  was  a 
<<r  fine  morning,  and  you  might 
£C  have  walked.  You  look  as  you 
ought  to  do  now.”  (obferving 
my  linen  gown)  Nothing  is  fo 
te  vulgar  as  wearing  filk  in  a  mor- 
ning. — Simplicity  bed  becomes 
youth.  And  you  don’t  ftand  in 
need  of  ornaments. — Therefore 
“  arels  always  plain,  except  when 
“  you  are  upon  the  dage.” 

“  Whilft  her  grace  was  talking 
in  this  manner  to  me,  die  \va§ 


cleaning  a  picture,  which  I  offi- 
cioufly  requeding  her  permifiion  to 
do,  die  hadiiy  replied,  “  Don’t  yon 
“  think  I  have  domedics  enough,  if 
C(  I  did  not  chafe  to  do  it  myfelf  ?” 
— I  apologized  for  my  prefumption, 
by  informing  her  grace  that  I  had 
been  for  feme  time  at  Jones’s, 
where  I  had  been  flattered  that  I 
had  acquired  a  tolerable  proficiency 
in  that  art.  The  duchefs  on  this 
exclaimed,  ‘c  are  you  the  girl  l  have 
“  heard  Chederlield  fpeak  of?5* 
Upon  my  anfwering  I  had  the  honour 
of  being  known  to  his  Lordfhip,  Ihe 
ordered  a  canvas  bag  to  be  taken, 
out  of  her  cabinet,  faying,  “  Queenf- 
berry  can  give  no  perfon  lefs  than 
“  gold.  There  are  a  hundred  and 
“  fifty  guineas,  and  twenty  for  the 
duke’s  tickets  and  mine,  but  I 
“  mud.  give  you  fomething  for  Ty- 
rawley’s,  fake.”  She  then  took  a 
bill  from  her  pocket  book,  which 
having  put  into  my  hands,  die  told 
me  her  coach  was  ordered  to  carry 
me  home,  led  any  accident  fliould 
happen  to  me,  now  I  had  fuch  a 
charge  about  me. 

“  Though  the  conclufion  of  her 
grace’s  whim,  as  it  might  be  judly 
termed,  was  more  pleafing  than  the 
beginning  of  it,  and  her  munificence 
much  greater  than  that  of  the  coun- 
tefs  of  Cardigan,  yet  I  mud  ac¬ 
knowledge  I  was  much  better  plead¬ 
ed  with  the  reception  I  met  with 
from  her  ladyfhip  ;  who  honoured 
me  with  her  protection  .whilft  I  con¬ 
tinued  on  the  dage.” 


A  Prayer  dire  tied  by  the  Brahmins 
to  be  offered  up  to  the  Supreme 
Being  ;  written  originally  in  the 
Shanfcrit  Language,  and  tranjlated 
by  C.  W.  Boughtpn  Roufe,  £/q; 
from  a  Per  fic  V erf  on.  of  Dara  She- 


123  ANNUAL  REGISTER  1784*?. 


koo,  ci  Son  of  Shah  Jehan,  Em¬ 
peror  of  Hindoftan,  From  the 
~ Infinites  of  the  Great  Timotir, 
improperly  called  Tamer  lane,  pub¬ 
lished  by  I  of.  White,  B.  D, 
Sc,  Sc, 

O  RUDER,  I  reverence  thee 
in  thy  majefty  and  in  thy  dif- 
pleafure.  I  reverence  thy  arrows, 
which  convey  deftruCtion ;  and  thy 
bow,  thy  quiver,  and  thy  arms, 
which  are  the  givers  of  victory. 
Look- toward  me  with  that  coun¬ 
tenance  of  benignity,  mild  like  the 
face  of  the  moon,  by  which  thou 
bellowed:  joy,  and  doeil  away  all 
ilns. 

O  thou,  who  art  the  Lord  of 
mighty  mountains,  difpel  the  pains 
of  all  mankind  ;  make  them  joyful, 
and  defend  them  from  harm  :  and 
grant  that  I  may  remain  fecure  un¬ 
der  thy  guardianfhip  and  protection. 
Thou  art  the  great  phyfician  of 
phyficians  !  heal  thou  my  infirmi¬ 
ties  ;  difperfe  my  vicious  and  male¬ 
volent  inclinations,  which  lead  me 
into  the  road  of  evil. 

I  reverence  thee  in  the  fun, 
which  is  thy  image,  whillt  it  feat- 
ters  a  hundred  thoufand  vivifying 
rays  over  the  univerfe  ;  whilft  in 
meridian  brightnefs  it  diffufes  glad- 
nefs ;  nor  lei's  when  at  morn  or  eve 
its  darning  countenance  denotes  thy 
anger.  Turn  away  that  anger  from 
me.  I  reverence  Him  who  is  the 
fource  of  joy  to  living  creatures, 
whofe  nature  is  exempt  from  decay, 
and  knows  not  the  ihcreafe  of  age. 
—To  Him  and  all  that  fprings 
from  Him  I  owe  reverence  and  ho- 
siour. 

O  Ruder,  firing  thy  bow  to  de¬ 
fend  me  from  all  my  open  or  fecret 
enemies.  Shoot  the  arrows  of  thy 
quiver  to  defiroy  them.  When 


thou  hafi  defiroyed  my  enemies  and, 
unfirung  thy  bow,  and  taken  off  the 
points  of  thy  arrowrs  and  art  rejoic¬ 
ed  ;  then  grant  that  I  likewife  may 
rejoice.  But  thy  bow  is  not  like 
other  bows,  nor  thy  arrows  like 
other  arrows.  Thou  needeft  not  to 
firing  the  bow*  not  to  fharpen  the 
points  of  arrows.  Thou  needeft  not 
the  fword  like  other  fwords,  to  ac- 
compliih  thy  pnrpofes.  O  thou  who 
canft  fulfil  defires,  whofe  defign 
no  enemy  can  baffle,  guard  and 
protect  me  on  every  fide,  and  drive 
my  enemies  far  from  me. 

O  Ruder,  thy  arm  is  like  finning 
gold.  -  Thou  art  the  Lord  of  all 
armies.  All  caufes  of  things  have' 
their  origin  In  thee.  Thou  art  the 
caufe  of  caufes.  Thou  art  fpaee^ 
The  verdure  of  the  fields  is  thine. 
Thou  art  Lord  of  all  the  beafts, 
and  the  birds,  and  other  living  crea¬ 
tures.  Thou  art  the  guide.  Every1 
light  that  ftiines  is  thy  light.  Thou 
entered:  into  all :  thou  fuftaineft 
all. 

O  punilher  of  thofe  who  go  aftray* 
O  Lord  of  life,  O  pureft  of  beings  l 
terrify  not  thy  creatures,  ftrike  them 
not,  defiroy  them  not :  nor  let  even 
one  of  them  fuller  pain  from  thee, 
O  thou,  who  giveft  ftrength  to  the 
feeble,  and  medicines  to  the  lick  ; 
grant  me  thy  fupport,  that  I  may 
enjoy  health  and  live.  O  Ruder, 
turn  my  underfianding  toward  thee,’ 
for  thou  art  the  Lord  of  power.  I 
befeech  thee  to  keep  all  creatures 
which  belong  to  me,  whether  man 
or  beaft,  in  quiet  and  fecurity. 
Preferve  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city.  AffliCt  them  not  with  fick- 
nefs :  do  thou,  Ruder,  give  them 
health,  and  drive  difeafes  far  from 
them.  We  all  come  before  thee  in 
fupplication.  Grant  unto  us  all 
thofe  bleffings,  which  our  fathers 

afked; 
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alked  of  thee  for  us,  when  they  were 
defirous  of  bringing  us  into  exig¬ 
ence.  Old  men,  and  young  chil¬ 
dren,  and  infants  yet  unborn,  all 
join  in  facrifice  and  prayer  unto 
thee.  Othou,  who  art  ever  young 
and  mighty,  thou  fource  of  joy,  be 
gracious  toward  me.  O  thou,  who 
wanted;  nothing,  who  art  worthy  of 
adoration,  I  reverence  thee.  O 
thou,  who  employed  thy  arms  for 
my  fecurity,  who  had  thoufands  of 
thoufands  of  weapons ;  fcatter  my 
enemies,  and  dedroy  them  :  for 
thou.  Ruder,  art  fupreme  in  every 
part  of  nature.  Exert  for  my  pro¬ 
tection  thy  powers,  which  are  over 
the  earth,  the  air,  and  the  heavens, 
and  under  the  earth  :  which  fhew 
themfelves  in  the  plains,  in  the  ve¬ 
getation  of  the  trees,  in  the  various 
fpecies  of  living  creatures,  in  the 
waters,  and  in  food  provided  for 
the  fupport  of  life.  Thou,  who 
dedroy ed  all  which  eat  the  food 
and  drink  the  waters ;  who  art 
amidd  the  guardians  of  the  high¬ 
ways  and  in  the  places  of  worlhip  ; 
in  all  thou  art  the  infinite  Ruder  : 
sn  every  one  I  implore  thee  to  pro¬ 
tect  me,  and  to  difarm  my  enemies. 
To  thee,  and  all  thy  other  various 
powers  and  attributes  not  here  enu¬ 
merated,  I  ofter  reverence.  Ten 
times  toward  the  ead,  ten  times  to¬ 
ward  the  fouth,  ten  times  toward 
the  wed,  and  ten  times  toward  the 
north,  I  bow  myfelf  before  thy 
earthly  powers,  and  invoke  their  aid 
that  I  may  enjoy  health,  and  fee  the 
deftruCtion  of  my  enemies.  Ten 
times  toward  the  ead,  ten  times 
toward  the  fouth,  ten  times  toward 
the  wed,  ten  times  toward  the  north, 
and  ten  times  with  my  eyes  on  hea- 
yen  above,  I  bow  myfelf  before  thy 


aerial  and  heavenly  powers,  whofe 
arrows  are  the  wind  and  rain  :  I  in¬ 
voke  their  aid,  that  I  may  enjoy 
health,  and  fee  the  dedruftion  of 
my  enemies.  Every  one  of  thefe 
is  Ruder,  whofe  infinite  power  I 
reverence :  Ruder,  whofe  fulnefs 
is  in  all.  All  that  has  been,  it  is 
He.  All  that  is,  it  is  He.  All  that 
fhall  be,  it  is  He. 

The  foregoing  Prayer  is  extraEled 
from  the  Judger  Bede:  to  which 
it  may  he  curious  to  jubjoin  a  De¬ 
fer  ip  t  ion  of  Ruder,  to  whom  it  is 
addrcjfed,  as  contained  in  another 
facred  Book ,  intitled  the  Atherbun 
Bede. 

^  |  A  H  E  angels  having  adembled 
X  themfelves  in  heaven  before 
Ruder,  made  obeifance  and  afked 
him,  O  Ruder,  what  art  thou  ? 
Ruder  replied.  Were  there  any  other 
I  would  deferibe  myfelf  by  fimili- 
tude.  I  always  was,  I  always  am, 
and  always  fhall  be.  There  is  no 
other,  fo  that  I  can  fay  to  you,  I 
am  like  Him.  In  this  Me  is  the 
inward  effence,  and  the  exterior 
fubdance  of  g,ll  things.  I  am  the 
primitive  caufe  of  all.  All  things 
that  exid  in  the  ead,  or  wed,  or 
north,  or  fouth,  above  or  below, 
it  is  I.  I  am  all.  I  am  older  than 
all.  I  am  King  of  Kings.  My 
attributes  are  tranlcendent.  I  am 
truth.  I  am  the  fpirit  of  creation  ; 
I  am  the  Creator.  I  am  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  four  Bedes  *.  I  ain 
Almighty.  I  am  purity.  Lam  the 
fird,  and  the  middle,  and  the  end, 
I  am  the  light.  And  .or  this  pur- 
pofe  do  I  exid,  that  whomever 
knows  me,  may  know  all  the  an¬ 
gels,  and  all  books,  and  all  their 


*  The  facred  writings  of  the  Hindoos  in  the  Shanfcrit  language. 

Vo  u.  XXVII.  K  ordinances* 


1 30  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784-5. 

ordinances.  And  whofoever  knows  to  thofe  who  praftife  virtue,  will 
the  learning  of  the  Bedes,  from  I  give  fulnefs  and  tranquillity, 
thence  he  will  learn  the  duties  of  Ruder  having  pronounced  thefe 
life,  he  will  underftand  truth,  and  words  to  the  angels,  was  abforbed 
his  actions  will  be  virtuous.  And  in  his  own  brightnefs. 
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ODE  for  the  N  E  W  YEAR,  1784* 
By  William  Whitehead,  Efq;  Poet  Laureate 

I 

ENOU  GH  of  arms — to  happier  ends 
Her  forward  view  Britannia  bends. 

The  generous  hofts  who  grafp’d  the  fword 
Obedient  to  her  awful  word, 

Tho’  martial  glory  ceaie  ; 

Shall  now  with  equal  induftry. 

Like  Rome’s  brave  fons  when  Rome  was  free. 
Refume  the  arts  of  peace. 

O  come  1  ye  toil-worn  wanderers  !  come  ! 

To  genial  hearths,  and  focial  home. 

The  tender  houfewife’s  bufy  care. 

The  board  with  temperate  plenty  crown’d. 

And  fmiling  progeny  around. 

That  liften  to  the  tale  of  war  ! 

Yet  be  not  war  the  favorite  theme. 

For  what  has  war  with  blifs  to  do  ? 

Teach  them  more  juftly  that  to  deem. 

And  own  experience  taught  it  you  ; 

Teach  them  ’tis  in  the  will  of  fate. 

Their  frugal  induftry  alone 
Can  make  their  country  truly  great. 

And  in  her  blifs  fecure  their  own  ! 

Be  all  the  fongs  that  foothe  their  toil. 

And  bid  the  brow  of  labour  fmile  ; 

When  through  the  loom  the  ftmttle  glides. 

Or  ftiining  fhare  the  glebe  divides ; 

Or,  bending  to  the  woodman’s  ftroke. 

To  waft  her  commerce,  falls  the  Britifh  oak  ! 

Be  all  their  fongs  that  foften  thefe. 

Of  calm  . content,  and  future  well-earn’d  eafe  ! 

Nor  dread,  left  inborn  fpirit  die  ! 

One  glorious  left'on  early  taught ; 

Will  all  the  boafted  pow’rs  fupply. 

Of  pradtis’d  rules,  and  ftudied  thought ! 
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From  the  fir  ft  dawn  of  reafon’s  ray. 

On  the  young  bofom’s  yielding  day. 

Strong  be  their  country’s  love  imprefs’d. 

And  let  your  ov/n  example  fire  their  breaft  5 
Tell  them  ’tis  their’ s  to  grafp  the  fword 
If  Britain  gives  the  awful  word  ; 

To  bleed,  to  die,  in  Britain’s  caufe. 

And  guard,  from  faction  nobly  free. 

Their  birth-right  blefling,  liberty  ; 

True  liberty  that  loves  the  laws. 


ODE  for  his  MAJESTY’S  Birth- Day,  fune  4,  178 4* 

i  '■  •  ’  *  r*  • 

By  William  Whitehead,  Efq\  Poet  Laureate 

HAIL  to  the  day  whofe  beams,  again 
Returning,  claim  the  choral  ftrain. 

And  bid  us  breathe  our  annual  vows 
To  the  frit  pow’r  that  Britain  knows ; 

The  power  which,  though  itfelf  reftrain’d. 

And  fubjebt  to  that  juft  controul 

Which  many  an  arduous  conflict  gain’d. 

Connects,  unites,  and  animates  the  whole. 

Yon  radiant  fun,  whofe  central  force 
Winds  back  each  planet’s  vagrant  courfe. 

And  through  the  fyftems  holds  imperial  fway. 

Bound  by  the  fame  inherent  laws. 

Even  whilftit  feems  the  active  caufe, 

Promotes  the  gen’ral  good,  as  much  confin’d  as  they. 

That  wond’rous  plan,  through  ages  fought. 

Which  elder  Egypt  never  taught. 

Nor  Greece  with  all  her  letter’d  lore, 

Nor  ftruggling  Rome  could  e’er  explore. 

Though  many  a  form  of  rule  {he  try’d  : 

That  wond’rous  plan  has  Britain  found. 

Which  curbs  licentioufnefs  and  pride. 

Yet  leaves  true  liberty  without  a  wound. 

The  fierce  Plantagenets  beheld 

It’s  growing  ftrength,  and  deign’d  to  yield  ; 

Th’  imperious  Tudors  frown’d,  and  felt  aggriev’d  \ 

Th’  unhappy  race  whofe  faults  we  mourn. 

Delay’d  awhile  it’s  wifh’d  return. 

Till  Brunfwick  perfected  what  Naffau  had  atchiev’d. 
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From  that  bright  sera  of  renown 
Adrea  walks  the  world  again  ; 

Her  fabled  form  the  nations  own. 

With  all  th’  attendant  blelfings  in  her  train. 

I 

Hark  !  with  what  gen’ral  loud  acclaim 
They  venerate  the  Britilh  name. 

When  forms  of  rule  are  in  the  balance  weigh’d  ; 

And  pour  their  torrents  of  applaufe 
On  the  fair  ifle,  whofe  equal  laws 
Controul  the  fceptre,  and  protedl  the  fpade. 

The  triple  chain,  which  binds  them  fad. 

Like  Homer’s  golden  one,  defcends  from  Jove  : 

Long  may  the  facred  union  lad. 

And  the  mix’d  pow’rs  in  mutual  concert  move. 

Each  temp’ring  each,  and  lid’ning  to  the  call 
Of  genuine  public  good,  bled  fource  and  end  of  all ! 


ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR,  1785, 
By  William  Whitehead,  Efq*  Poet  Laureat . 

DELUSIVE  is  the  poet’s  dream. 

Or  does  prophetic  truth  infpire 
The  zeal  which  prompts  the  glowing  themes 
And  animates  th’  according  lyre  ? 

Trull  the  Mufe  :  her  eye  commands 
Dillant  times  and  didant  lands  ; 

Thro’  burding  clouds  in  opening  Ikies 
Sees  from  difcord  union  rife. 

And  friendlhip  bind  unwilling  foes 
In  firmer  ties  than  duty  knows.  ’  . 

Torn  rudely  from  its  parent  tree. 

Yon  fcion  rifmg  in  the  wed 

Will  foon  its  genuine  glory  fee; 

And  court  again  the  foltering  bread, 

Whofe  nurture  gave  its  powers  to  fpread. 

And  feel  their  force,  and  lift  ail  alien  head, 

The  parent  tree,  when  dorms  impend. 

Shall  own  affeftion’s  warmth  again. 

Again  its  fod’ring  aid  fhall  lend. 

Nor  hear  the  fuppliant  plead  in  vain  ; 

K  3 
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Shall  flretch  protecting  branches  round. 

Extend  the  lhelter,  and  forget  the  wound. 

Two  Britains  thro’  th’  admiring  world 
Shall  wing  their  way  with  fails  unfurl’d. 

Each  from  the  other  kindred  flate 
Avert,  by  turns,  the  bolts  of  fate  ; 

And  aCts  of  mutual  amity  endear 

The  Tyre  and  Carthage  of  a  wider  fphere* 

When  Rome’s  divided  eagles  dew. 

And  different  thrones  her  empire  knew. 

The  varying  language  fcon  disjoin’d 
The  boa  fed  mailers  of  mankind. 

But  here  no  ills  like  thofe  we  fear. 

No  varying  language  threatens  here  : 

Congenial  worth,  congenial  flame. 

Their  manners  and  their  arts  the  fame. 

To  the  fame  tongue  fhall  glowing  themes  afford. 

And  Britifh  heroes  aCt,  and  Britifh  bards  record. 

Fly  fwift  ye  years,  ye  minutes  hafle. 

And  in  the  future  lofe  the  pail ; 

O’er  many  a  thought-affe&ing  tale. 

Oblivion,  call  thy  friendly  veil ; 

Let  not  memory  breathe  a  flgh. 

Or  backward  turn  th’  indignant  eye  ; 

Nor  the  infidious  arts  of  foes 
Enlarge  the  breach,  that  longs  to  clofe  ; 

But  acts  of  amity  alone  infpire 

Firm  faith  and  cordial  love,  and  wake  the  willing  lyre. 


ODE  for  his  MAJESTY’S  Birth-day ,  June  4,  1785* 

By  the  Rev.  T.  Warton,  Poet Laureat. 

I. 

^  g'"5'  RUE  glory  fcorns  the  pride  of  war. 

Nor  fits  in  conqueft’s  echoing  car. 

Nor  bids  the  fword  her  bays  bequeath. 

Nor  ftains  with  blood  her  brightefl  wreath  ; 

No  plumed  hofl  her  tranquil  triumphs  own ; 

Nor  fpoils  of  murder’d  multitudes  fhe  brings 
To  fwell  the  ftate  of  her  diflinguilh’d  kings. 

And  deck  her  chofen  throne. 

On 
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On  that  fair  throne,  to  Britain  dear. 

With  the  flowering  olive  twin’d. 

High  fhe  hangs  the  hero’s  i'pear ; 

And  there,  with  all  the  palms  of  peace  combin’d. 

Her  unpolluted  hands  the  milder  trophy  rear. 

To  Kings  like  thefe,  her  genuine  theme. 

The  Mufe  a  blamelefs  homage  pays ; 

To  George,  of  kings  like  thefe  fupreme. 

She  wifhes  honour’d  length  of  days. 

Nor  proifitutes  the  tribute  of  her  lays. 

II. 

3Tis  his  to  bid  neglefled  genius  glow. 

And  teach  the  regal  bounty  how  to  flow. 

His  tutelary  fceptre’s  lway 
The  vindicated  arts  obey. 

And  hail  their  patron-king  ; 

'Tis  his,  to  judgment’s  fteady  line 
Their  flights  fantaftic  to  confine. 

And  yet  expand  their  wing  : 

The  fleeting  forms  of  fafhion  to  retrain. 

And  bind  capricious  tafle  in  truth’s  eternal  chain. 

Sculpture,  licentious  now  no  more. 

From  Greece  her  great  example  takes ; 

With  nature’s  warmth  the  marble  wakes. 

And  fpurns  the  toys  of  modern  lore  : 

In  native  beauty,  limply  plann’d, 

Corinth,  thy  tufted  fhafts  afcend  ; 

The  graces  guide  the  painter’s  hand. 

His  magic  mimicry  to  blend. 

III. 

While  fuch  the  gifts  his  reign  bellows. 

Amid  the  proud  difplay, 

Thofe  gems  around  the  throne  he  throws 
That  died  a  fofter  ray  : 

While  from  the  fummits  of  fublime  renown 
He  wafts  his  favour’s  univerfal  gale, 

With  thofe  fvveet  flowers  he  binds  a  crown 
That  bloom  in  virtue’s  humble  vale  : 

With  rich  munificence  the  nuptial  tye 
Unbroken  he  combines  : — 

Confpicuous  in  a  nation’s  eye. 

The  facred  pattern  fhines  ! 

Fair  fcience  to  reform,  reward,  and  raife ; 

To  fpread  the  luflre  of  domeflic  praife  ; 

To  fofter  emulation’s  holy  flame  ; 

To  build  fociety’s  majeftic  frame  ; 

K  + 
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Mankind  to  polifh  and  to  teach. 

Be  this  the  monarch’s  aim  ; 

Above  ambition’s  giant  reach 
The  monarch’s  meed  to  claim. 


The  EXORDIUM  of  Jaumi’s  Poem ,  entitled,  iC  Eusoof  ana 
Zoqlleikha.”  Fran  The  Institutes  of  Timour,  &c. 

By  Major  Davy. 

IN  the  name  of  him  whole  name  is  the  refuge  of  the  fouls  of  the  faithful % 

Whole  praife  is  the  ornament  of  eloquent  tongues. 

The  moll  high,  the  only  God,  the  eternal,  the  omnifcient ; 

He  who  befioweth  ftrength  and  power  on  the  feeble  and  the  helplefs . 

The  heavens  he  illumines  with  multitudes  of  conftellations  ; 

And  with  the  human  race  he  deccrateth  the  earth,  as  with  liars. 

He  who  prepared  the  vaulted  roof  of  the  revolving  fphere. 

Who  railed  up  the  quadruple  fold  of  the  elements. 

He  who  gives  fragrance  to  the  bofom  of  the  rofe-bud. 

And  ornamenteth  the  parfefit-fhrub  with  wreaths  of  Bowers. 

Xi 

He  weaveth  the  garment  for  the  brides  of  the  fpring. 

And  teacheth  the  graceful  cyprefs  to  ereCl  his  head  on  the  border  of  the  lake. 
He  crowneth  with  luccefs  the  virtuous  intention. 

And  humbleththe  pride  of  the  felf-conceited. 

He  accompanies  the  folitude  of  thofe  who  watch  the  midnight  taper  ; 

He  palfeth  the  day  with  the  children  of  affliction. 

From  the  lea  of  his  bounty  iffues  the  vernal  cloud. 

Which  waters  alike  the  thorn  and  the  jeffamine. 

From  the  repofitory  of  his  beneficence  proceeds  the  autumnal  gale. 

Which  befpangles  with  gold  the  carpet  of  the  garden. 

It  is  his  prefence  that  enfiameth  the  orb  of  day. 

From  whence  every  atom  derives  its  light. 

Should  he  hide  his  countenance  from  the  two  great  luminaries  of  the  world. 
Their  mighty  fpheres  would  defcend  quick  into  the  area  of  annihilation  j 
From  the  vault  of  heaven  to  the  centre  of  the  earth. 

Which  ever  way  we  direCl  our  thought  and  imagination. 

Whether  vve  defcend,  or  haften  upwards. 

We  (hall  not  difcover  one  atom  uninfluenced  by  his  power. 

Wifdom  is  confounded  in  the  contemplation  of  his  effence  ; 

The  inveiKgation  of  his  ways  exceeds  the  powers  of  man. 

The  angels  blufli  at  their  want  of  comprehenfion  ; 

And  the  heavens  are  altonilhed  at  their  own  motion. 
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Tranjlation  of  a  Hymn  to  Camdeo,  the  Hindoo  God  of  Love* 

By  Sir  William  Jones. 

IXfHAT  potent  God,  from  Agra’s  orient  bow’rs, 

*  *  Floats  thro’  the  lucid  air,  whillt  living  flow’rs 
With  funny  twine  the  vocal  arbours  wreathe. 

And  gales  enamour’d  heavenly  fragrance  breathe  ? 

Hail,  pow’r  unknown  !  for  at  thy  beck 
Vales  and  groves  their  bofoms  deck. 

And  every  laughing  bloffom  drefles 
With  gems  of  dew  his  mulky  trefles. 

I  feel,  I  feel  thy  genial  flame  divine. 

And  hallow  thee  and  kiis  thy  fhrine. 

Knowfl:  thou  not  me  ?”  Celeftial  founds  I  hear  ! 

Knowfl;  thou  not  me  ?”  Ah,  fpare  a  mortal  ear  ! 

Ci  Behold” — My  fwimming  eyes  entranc’d  I  raife. 

But  oh  !  they  flirink  before  th’  exceflive  blaze. 

Yes,  fon  of  Mayay  yes ,  I  know 
Thy  bloomy  fhafts  and  cany  bow. 

Cheeks  with  youthful  glory  beaming. 

Locks  in  braids  ethereal  ftreamrag. 

Thy  fcaly  ftandard,  thy  myfterious  arms. 

And  all  thy  pains  and  all  thy  charms. 

God  of  each  lovely  fight,  each  lovely  found. 

Soul-kindling,  world-inflaming,  ftar-ycrown’d. 

Eternal  Cama  !  Or  doth  Smara  bright. 

Or  proud  Ananga ,  give  thee  more  delight? 

Wnate’er  thy  feat,  whate’er  thy  name. 

Seas,  earth,  and  air,  thy  reign  proclaim  : 

Wreathy  fmiles,  and  rofeate  pleafures. 

Are  thy  richeft,  fweeteil  treafures. 

Ail  animals  to  thee  their  tribute  bring. 

And  hail  thee  univerfal  king. 

Thy  confort  mild,  Ajfettion  ever  true, 

Graces  thy  fide,  her  veft  of  glowing  hue. 

And  in  her  train  twelve  blooming  girls  advance. 

Touch  golden  flrings,  and  knit  the  mirthful  dance. 

Thy  dreaded  implements  they  bear, 

And  wave  them  in  the  fcented  air  ; 

Each  with  pearls  her  neck  adorning. 

Brighter  than  the  tears  of  morning. 

Thy  crimfon  enfign,  which  befoie  them  flies, 

Decks  with  new  flars  the  fapphire  fkies, 

„  God 


138  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784-5, 

God  of  the  flow’ry  jfhafts  and  fiow’ry  bow. 

Delight  of  all  above  and  all  below  ! 

Thy  lov’d  companion,  conflant  from  his  birth, 

In  heaven  clep’d  Bejfent >  and  gay  Spring  on  earth. 

Weaves  thy  green  robe  and  flaunting  bow’rs. 

And  from  thy  clouds  draws  balmy  fhow’rs  ; 

He  with  frefli  arrows  fills  thy  quiver, 

(Sweet  the  gift  and  fweet  the  giver  1) 

And  bids  the  m any-plumed  warbling  throng 
Burft  the  pent  blofl’oms  with  their  fong. 

He  bends  the  lufcious  cane,  and  twills  the  firing 
With  bees  how  fweet  1  but  ah,  how  keen  their  fiing  ! 

He  with  five  flow’rets  tips  thy  ruthlefs  darts. 

Which  thro’  five  fenfes  pierce  enraptur’d  hearts : 

Strong  Chumpa,  rich  in  od’rous  gold  ; 

Warm  Amer ,  nurs’d  in  heav’nly  mould ; 

Dry  Nagkefer  in  filver  fmiling. 

Hot  Kiticum  our  fenfe  beguiling  ; 

And  laft,  to  kindle  fierce  the  fcorching  flame, 

Lo'vejhaft)  which  Gods  bright  Bela  name. 

Can  men  refill  thy  pow’r,  when  Krijhen  yields, 

Krijben ,  who  ftill  in  Matrons  holy  fields 
Tunes  harps  immortal,  and  to  ftrains  divine 
Dances  by  moonlight  with  the  Gopia  nine  ? 

But  when  thy  daring  arm  untam’d 
At  Mahadeo  a  lovelhaft  aim’d, 

Heav’n  fhook,  and  fmit  with  ftony  wonder. 

Told  his  deep  dread  in  burfis  of  thunder  ; 

Whilft  on  thy  beauteous  limbs  an  azure  fire 
Blaz’d  forth,  which  never  mull  expire. 

O  thou  for  ages  born,  yet  ever  young. 

For  ages  may  thy  Brafnin* s  lay  be  fung  ! 

And  when  thy  lory  fpreads  his  em’rald  wings 
To  waft  thee  high  above  the  tow’rs  of  kings, 

Whilft  o’er  thy  throne  the  moon’s  pale  light 
Pours  her  foft  radiance  thro’  the  night. 

And  to  each  floating  cloud  difco\ers 
The  haunts  of  bleft  or  joylefs  lovers. 

Thy  mildeft  influence  to  thy  bard  impart. 

To  warm,  but  not  confume,  his  heart. 

Mrs.  SHERIDAN  on  her  Brother's  Violin, 

<UCWEET  inftrument  of  him  for  whom  I  mourn, 

^  <£  Tuneful  companion  of  my  Lycid’s  hours, 
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tc  How  lieft  thou  now  neglefled  and  forlorn, 

“  What  fkilful  hand  (hall  now  call  forth  thy  pow’rs ! 

“  Ah  !  none  like  his  can  reach  thofe  liquid  notes, 

<f  So  foft,  fo  fweet,  fo  eloquently  clear,  , 

“  To  live  beyond  the  touch,  and  gently  float 
c<  In  dying  modulations  on  the  ear.” 

Thus  o’er  my  Lycid’s  lyre  as  I  complain’d. 

And  kifs’d  the  firings  where  he  was  wont  to  play. 

While  yet  in  penfive  fadnefs  I  remain’d, 

Methought  it  figh’d,  and  fighing  feem’d  to  fay, 

“  Ah  !  me,  forlorn,  forfaken,  now  no  more 
Shall  fame  and  juft  applaufe  around  me  wait  ; 

No  power  my  gentle  M after  can  reftore. 

And  I,  alas !  will  ihare  his  haplefs  fate. 

**  Fled  is  that  fpirit,  chill’d  that  youthful  Are, 

Which  taught  thofe  ftrains  with  harmony  replete. 

And  cold  that  hand  which  only  can  infpire 
My  fenfelefs  form  to  utter  founds  fo  fweet. 

“  liiofe  founds  melodious  ne’er  again  ftiall  pleafe. 
No  tuneful  ftrain  from  me  ftiall  ever  flow ; 

Save  o’er  my  trembling  firings  a  fighing  breeze. 

To  call  one  fad,  foft  note  of  tender  woe. 

tc  Fdfe  ah  !  for  ever  mute  let  me  remain, 

Unftrung,  untun’d,  forgotten  let  me  be  ; 

Guard  me  from  curious  eye,  and  touch  profane. 

And  let  me  reft  in  mournful  fympathy  ! 

*e  One  fate  with  thee,  dear  Mafter,  let  me  fliare  ; 
Like  thee  in  filent  darknefs/  let  me  lie ; 

My  frame  without  thee  is  not  worth  my  care  ! 

With  thee  alone  it  liv’d,  with  thee  ftiall  die!” 


*39 


Her  Brother's  Lyre  to  Mrs .  Sheridan.  By  Mr,  Pratt. 

TkHIS  faid - a  folemn  filence  breath’d  around, 

Cecilia  wept  upon  her  Lycid’s  lyre. 

The  penfive  breeze  then  gave  a  fighing  found. 

And  the  firings  feem’d  to  tremble  and  expire. 

i  '  • 

One  hollow  murmur,  like  the  dying  moan. 

Was  heard  to  vibrate  then,  with  paufes  flow. 


From 
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From  the  fad  inftrument,  when  thus  the  tone 
Gave  modulations  of  a  fofter  woe  : 

<s  Ceafe,  beauteous  Mourner!  partner  of  my  grief! 

Tuneful  affociate  of  my  loll  defpair. 

Thou,  only  thou,  can'll  bring  this  breaft  relief ; 

Thy  fympathy  alone  can  footh  my  care. 

€t  What  though — ah,  broke  fevere  !  our  Lycid’s  deadj 
Nor  more,  alas !  can  ravifn  mortal  ear ! 

What  though  the  foul  of  melody  is  fled. 

His  bleb  attendant,  to  th’  harmonious  fphere. 

ee  Struck  by  Cecilia’s  hand  I  yet  may  live  ; 

Her  magic  touch  again  can  tune  my  framed 
Her  cherub  voice  my  fpirit  yet  revive. 

And  founds  of  heavenly  borrow  grace  my  fame* 

ee  But  fliould  nor  dulcet  fong,  nor  mufic’s  art. 

Nor  focial  fighs,  Which  mourn  the  youth  we  love* 

Have  power  to  heal  the  lifter’s  wounded  heart. 

Nor  to  thefe  chords  forlorn  a  folace  prove  ; 

I  '  yr  . 

ie  Ah  !  ftill  together  let  our  borrows  join. 

And  this  fad  form  yet  boaft  thy  gentle  aid  ; 

Xycid’s  companion  fare  fliould  ftill  be  thine ; 

Still  fhouidft  thou  kifs  the  brings  where  he  has  play’d*** 

L’A  M  O  U  R  T  X  M  I  D  E. 

* 

¥  F  in  that  breaft,  fo  good,  fo  pure* 

Compaflion  ever  lov’d  to  dwell. 

Pity  the  borrows  I  endure. 

The  caufe — I  mull  not — dare  not  tell. 

The  grief  that  on  my  quiet  preys — 

That  rends  my  heart — that  checks  my  tongue-^ 

I  fear  will  laft  me  all  my  days. 

But  feel  it  will  not  laft  me  long/ 

SONG. 

*  .  .  t  • 

/^EASE  to  blame  my  melancholy, 

^  Though  with  fighs  and  folded  arms 
I  mufe  with  hlenee  on  her  charms ; 

Cenfure  not—* I  know  his  folly. 

Yet* 
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Yet,  thefe  mournful  thoughts  pofle fling. 
Such  delights  I  find  in  grief. 

That,  could  Heaven  afford  relief, 

My  fond  heart  would  fcorn  the  bleffing. 


y  E  R  S  E  S  to  the  feathered  youngLadies, 

>  * 


Said  to  he  written  hy  Earl  Nugent, 


p.EAR,  charming  girls ! 
Your  once-lov’d  moth 


in  whom  I  trace 
mothers  thro’  their  race, 
(And  Hill  enough  of  fond  defire 
Remains  to  light  chafle  Friendfhip’s  fire) 
Attend  !  nor  let  the  ear  of  youth 
Defpife  the  voice  of  Age  and  Truth. 


Avoid  the  wild  extremes  of  drefs ; 
Virtue  and  Wifdom  fnun  excefs  ; 

The  bofom  bare,  the  tucker  flaunting. 
Prove  fomething  to  that  bofom  wanting  j 
And  lofty  heads,  in  proud  attire, 

Seldom  to  "better  heights  afpire. 

i  *  * 

With  warlike  crefl:  let  heroes  move  ! 
Men  are  not  bullied  into  love  ; 

Nor  Cupid  perch’d  upon  a  feather. 
Trembling,  can  join  two  hearts  together  ; 
With  furer  aim  his  darts  are  fped 
prom  modeft  Nugent’s  *  plumelefs  head. 


SONNET.  To  a  N-igbtingale. 

From  Charlotte  SmithY  Elegiac  Sonnet  s,  and  other  EJfays.. 

DOOR  melanchply  bird,  that  all  night  long 
•i-  Tell’fl:  to  the  moon  thy  tale  of  tender  woe  ; 

From  what  fad  caufe  can  fuch  fweet  forrow  flow. 

And  whence  this  mournful  melody  of  fong  ? 

Thy  poet’s  muflng  fancy  would  tranflate 

What  mean  the  founds  that  fwell  thy  little  bread. 

When  ftill  at  dewy  eve  thou  leav’ft  thy  nefl. 

Thus  to  the  liftening  night  to  flng  thy  fate. 

%  j  * 

Pale  Sorrow’s  vidlims  wert  thou  once  among, 

Tho’  now  releas’d  in  woodlands  wild  to  rove. 

Or  half  thou  felt  from  friends  fome  cruel  wrhng. 

Or  diedft  thou  martyr  of  difaflrous  love  ? 

Ah  !  fongflrefs  fad !  that  fuch  my  lot  might  be. 

To  flgh  and  flng  at  liberty— -like  thee  ! 

*  Now  Marchionefs  of  Buckingham, 

* 


V 
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SONNET.  To  the  South  Downs. 

From  the  fame  work. 

A  H,  hills  belov’d  !  where  once,  an  happy  child. 

Your  beechen  fhades, “  your  turf,  your  flowers  among,’* 

I  wove  your  blue-bells  into  garlands  wild. 

And  woke  your  echoes  with  my  artlefs  long. 

Ah,  hills  belov’d!  your  turf,  your  flowers  remain  5 
But  can  they  peace  to  this  fad  bread:  reflore. 

For  one  poor  moment  foothe  the  fenfe  of  pain. 

And  teach  a  breaking  heart  to  throb  no  more? 

And  you,  Aruna  !  in  the  vale  below. 

As  to  the  fea  your  limpid  waves  you  bear. 

Can  you  one  kind  Lethean  cup  beftow. 

To  drink  a  long  oblivion  to  my  care  ? 

Ah,  no  ! — when  all,  e’en  hope’s  laft  ray  is  gone. 

There’s  no  oblivion — but  in  death  alone  ! 

Ext  raft  from  The  News  Paper,  a  Poem  ly  the  1 Rev.  G.  Crabbe^ 
Chaplain  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Rutland, 

CCDUT  Sunday  pail,  what  numbers  *  flourifli  then, 

**  What  wond’rous  labours  of  the  prefs  and  pen ! 

Diurnal  mod,  fome  thrice  each  week  affords. 

Some  only  once,  oh  avarice  of  words ! 

* 

When  thoufand  flarving  minds  fuch  manna  feek. 

To  drop  the  precious  food  but  once  a  week. 

t  .  '  v  x 

<(  Endlefs  it  were  to  fmg  the  powers  of  all. 

Their  names,  their  numbers ;  how  they  rife  and  fall ; 

Like  baneful  herbs  the  gazer’s  eye  they  feize, 

Rufh  to  the  head,  and  poifon  where  they  pleafe ; 

Like  idle  flies,  a  bufy,  buzzing  train. 

They  drop  their  maggots  in  the  weak  man’s  brain  ; 

That  genial  foil  receives  the  fruitful  Acre, 

And  there  they  grow,  and  breed  a  thoufand  more. 

Now  be  their  arts  difplay’d,  how  fir  A  they  choofe 
A  caufe  and  party,  as  the  Bard  his  Mufe  ; 

Infpir’d  by  thefe,  with  clamorous  zeal  they  cry. 

And  thro’  the  town  their  dreams  and  omens  fly. 

So  the  Sybilline  f  leaves  were  blown  about. 

Disjointed  fcraps  of  fate  involved  in  doubt : 

So  idle  dreams,  the  journals  of  the  night. 

Are  right  and  wrong  by  turns,  and  mingle  wrong  with  right. 

/ 

*  Viz.  of  News-papers. 

t  - -  In  foliis  defcripfit  carmina  Virgo— — * 

- — — —  et  teneres  turbavit  janua  frondes.  Virg.  AEneid.  Lib.  in. 

Some 
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Jome  champions  for  the  rights  that  prop  the  crown, 
iome  fturdy  patriots,  fworn  to  pull  them  down ; 

'Ome  neutral  powers,  with  fecret  forces  fraught, 

, Vi  thing  for  war,  but  willing  to  be  bought ; 

Vhile  fome  to  every  fide  and  party  go, 

5 hit t  every  friend,  and  join  with  every  foe  ; 
tike  fturdy  rogues  in  privateers  they  ftrike 
rhis  fide  and  that,  the  foes  of  both  alike  ; 

traitor  crew,  who  thrive  in  troubled  times, 

Pear’d  for  their  force,  and  courted  for  their  crimes. 

<e  Chief  to  the  profperous  fide  the  numbers  fail. 

Pickle  and  falfe,  they  veer  with  every  gale ; 

Soon  as  the  chiefs,  whom  once  they  choofe,  lie  low, 

Fheir  praife  too  flackens,  and  their  aid  moves  {low  ; 

Not  fo  when  leagu’d  with  rifing  powers,  their  rage 
Then  wounds  th’  unwary  foe,  and  burns  along  the  page. 

“  As  birds  that  migrate  from  a  freezing  fhore. 

In  fearch  of  warmer  climes,  come  lkimming  o’er. 

Some  bold  adventurers  firft  prepare  to  try 
The  doubtful  funihine  of  the  diftant  fky ; 

But  foon  the  growing  fummer’s  certain  fun 
Wins  more  and  more,  nor  leaves  the  winter  one  : 

So,  on  the  early  profpedl  of  difgrace. 

Fly  in  fucceflive  troops  this  fluttering  race  ; 

InftinCtlve  tribes  !  their  failing  food  they  dread. 

And  buy,  with  timely  change,  their  future  bread. 

“  Or  are  there  thofe,  who  ne’er  their  friends  forfook,  ' 

Lur’d  by  no  promife,  by  no  danger  fliook  ? 

Then  bolder  bribes  the  venal  aid  procure. 

And  golden  fetters  make  the  faithlefs  fure : 

For  thofe  who  deal  in  flattery  or  abufe. 

Will  fell  them  where  they  can  the  molt  produce. 

“  Such  are  our  guides ;  how  many  a  peaceful  head. 

Born  to  be  ftill,  have  they  to  wrangling  led  ! 

How  many  an  honeft  zealot  ftol’n  from  trade. 

And  fa&ious  tools  of  pious  paftors  made  ! 

With  clews  like  thefe  they  tread  the  maze  of  date, 

Thefe  oracles  explore  to  learn  our  fate  ; 

Pleas’d  with  the  guides  who  can  fo  well  deceive. 

Who  cannot  lye  fo  fall  as  they  believe. 

Oft  lend  I  loth  to  fome  fage  friend  an  ear 
(For  we  who  will  not  fpeak  are  doom’d  to  hear) 

While  he,  bewilder’d,  tells  his  anxious  thought. 

Infectious  fear  from  tainted  fcribblers  caught. 


Or 
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Or  idiot  hope  ;  for  each  his  mind  affails. 

As  Lloyd’s  court-light  or  Stockd ale’s  gloom  prevails? 

Yet  hand  I  patient  while  but  one  declaims, 

Or  gives  dull  comments  on  the  fpeech  he  maims  | 

Rut  oh  !  ye  Mules,  keep  your  votary’s  feet 
From  tavern  haunts  where  politicians  meet ; 

Where  Juftice,  Reftor,  and  Attorney  paufe, 

Firft  on  each  parifh,  then  each  public  caufe  ; 

Indited  roads,  and  rates  that  hill  increale  ; 

The  murmuring  poor,  who  will  not  fad  in  peace  ; 

Election  zeal  and  friendfhip,  fince  declin’d; 

A  tax  commuted,  or  a  tythe  in  kind  ; 

The  Dutch  and  Germans  kindling  into  ftrife. 

Dull  port  and  poachers  vile  1  the  ferious  ills  of  life. 

“  Here  comes  the  neighbouring  Squire,  with  gracious  air 
To  ftamp  opinions,  and  to  take  the  chair  ; 

In  private  bulinefs  his  commands  prevail. 

On  public  themes  his  reafoning  turns  the  fcale  ; 

Alfenting  filence  foothes  his  happy  ear. 

And,  in  or  out,  his  party  triumphs  here. 

“  Nor  here  th?  infe&ious  rage  for  party  ftops^ 

But  flits  along  from  palaces  to  fhops  ; 

Pur  weekly  journals  o’er  the  land  abound. 

And  fpread  their  plagues  and  influenzas  round ; 

The  village  too,  the  peaceful,  pleafant  plain. 

Breeds  the  whig-farmer  and  the  tory-fwain  ; 

Brooks’  and  St.  Alban’s  boaks  not,  but  inkead 
Stares  the  Red  Ram,  and  livings  the  Rodney’^  Head 
Hither,  with  all  a  patriot’s  care,  comes  he 
Who  owes  the  little  hut  that  makes  him  free  3 
Whole  yearly  forty  (hillings  buy  the  fmile 
Of  mightier  men,  and  never  wake  the  while ; 

'Who  feels  his  freehold’s  worth,  and  looks  elate, 

A  little  prop  and  pillar  of  the  hate, 

<(  Here  he  delights  the  weekly  News  to  con^ 

And  mingle  comments  as  he  blunders  on ; 

To  (wallow  all  their  varying  authors  teach. 

To  fpell  a  title,  and  confound  a  fpeech : 

Till  with  a  muddled  mind  he  quits  the  News, 

And  claims  his  nation’s  licence  to  abufe  ; 

Then  joins  the  cry,  that  all  the  courtly  race 
V  Strive  but  for  power,  and  parley  but  for  place,’’ 

Yet  hopes,  good  man  !  “  that  all  may  kill  be  well,’* 

And  thanks  the  kars  that  he’s  a  vote  to  fell. 

While  thus  he  reads  or  raves,  around  him  wait 
A  rukic  band,  and  join  in  each  debate  3 
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Partake  his  manly  fpirit,  and  delight 
To  praife  or  blame,  to  judge  of  wrong  or  right ; 
Meafures  to  mend,  and  minifters  to  make. 

Till  all  go  madding  for  their  country’s  fake.” 


On  the  Author  of  the  Ballad  called  The  CHILDREN  in  the  W  O  O  D, 
From  the  New  Edition  of  Poems  in  Two  V ols.  by  Mr.  Jerningham. 

T  ET  others  praife  the  martial  fong, 

'  Which  rufhes  as  a  flood. 

And  round  the  harp  attentive  throng 
That  honours  deeds  of  blood  : 

Let  me  that  humble  Bard  revere, 

Tho’  artlefs  be  his  theme. 

Who  fnatch’d  the  tale  to  Pity  dear. 

From  dark  Oblivion’s  flream. 

Say,  little  Mary*,  prattling  maid, 

(Whofe  wit  thine  age  excels) 

Beneath  what  holy  yew-tree’s  fhade 
Thy  favourite  author  dwells  ? 

Ah!  noton  Westminster’s  proud  ground 
The  fond  enquiry  wafle  ; 

Go  where  the  meek  of  heart  are  found. 

And  th’  unambitious  red. 

Where  Walton’s  limpid  flreamlet  flows. 

On  Norfolk’s  rich  domain, 

A  gently-rifmg  hillock  Ihews 
The  hamlet’s  ftraw-roof’d  fanes 

Hard  by  is  feen  a  marble  done. 

By  many  a  winter  worn  ; 

Forgetfulnefs  around  has  thrown 
The  rude  o’ermantling  thorn  : 

Within  this  low  obfcure  abode 
Fame  fays  the  Bard  is  laid  ; 

Oft  have  I  left  the  beaten  road 
To  greet  the  Poet’s  ihade : 

Fame  too  reports,  that  when  the  bier 
Receiv’d  the  Poet’s  frame. 

The  neighb’ring  hamlets  haften’d  here, 

And  all  the  childhood  came  : 

,  <  '  . 

The  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Beauchamp?  of  Langley  Fark,  U1  Norfolk. 

Vo i. .  XXVII.  L  Attir’d 


146  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784-5. 

Attir’d  in  white,  an  infant  band 
Advanc’d  in  long  array  ; 

With  rofemary-leaves  each  little  hand 
<  O’erfpread  the  mournful  way  : 

Encircling  now  the  Poet’s  tdmb. 

Thrice  on  his  name  they  call. 

And  thrice  into  the  hallow’d  gloom 
Sweet  fhow’rs  of  violets  fall. 

Companion’s  pried !  oh  1  feeling  Bard, 

Who  melts  the  heart  away. 

Enduring  praife  fhall  dill  reward 
Thy  fhort  and  limple  lay. 

Thofe  fhall  thy  praife  be  found  among 
Whom  Nature’s  touch  has  grac’d. 

The  warm  of  heart  applaud  thy  fong. 

And  all  the  pure  of  tafte  : 

The  child  fhall  leave  his  jocund  dance, 

Supprefs  his  frolic  mood, 

And  bend  to  hear,  in  filent  trance. 

The  dory  of  the  wood*  ( 

ODE  to  MELPOMEN  E, 

from  Horace,  Book  iv.  Ode  3,  By  Anna  Seward* 

XT  OT  he,  O  Mufe  !  whom  thy  aufpicious  eyes 
^  Kind  in  his  natal  hour  beheld. 

Shall  viftot  in  the  Idhmian  conted  rife  j 
Nor  o’er  the  iong-refounding  held 
The  rapid  horfe  his  kindling  wheels  fhall  roll. 

Gay  in  th’  Olympic  race,  and  foremoll  at  the  goal* 

Nor  in  the  Capitol,  triumphant  fhown. 

The  vi&or-laurel  on  his  brow. 

For  the  proud  threats  of  vaunting  kings  o’erthrown  5 
But  Tiber’s  dreams,  that  warbling  flow. 

And  groves  of  fragrant  gloom,  refound  his  drains. 
Whole  fweet  iEolian  grace  high  celebration  gains. 

Now  that  his  name,  her  nobled  bards  among, 

Th’  imperial  city  loudly  hails. 

The  proud  didindtion  guards  his  riling  fong. 

When  Envy’s  carping  tongue  alfails ; 

In  fullen  dlence  now  fhe  hears  his  praife. 

Nor  fheds  her  livid  fpots  upon  his  fpringing  bays. 


O  Mufe  i 
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O  Mufe  !  who  ruleft  every  dulcet  lay 
That  floats  along  the  gilded  fliell ; 

That  the  mute  tenant  of  the  watery  way 
Canft  teach,  at  plealure,  to  excell 
The  fofteft  notes  harmonious  forrow  brings. 

When  the  expiring  fwan  her  own  fad  requiem  fings. 

Thine  be  the  praife,  that  pointing  Romans  guide 
The  ftranger’s  eye,  with  proud  delire. 

That  well  he  note  the  man  whom  crowds  decide 

Should  boldly  firing  the  Latian  lyre.- - 

Ah  !  when  I  pleafe,  if  ftill  to  pleafe  be  mine. 
Nymph  of  th’  ^Tolian  fliell,  be  all  the  glory  thine* 


An  Emblem  of  the  Shortness  of  Human  Pleafure0 

To  the  GRASSHOPPER. 

From  Casimir,  Book  iv.  Ode  23.  By  Mr.  S’avs 

✓ 

T  ITTLE  infefl,  that  on  high, 

•L*  On  a  fpire  of  fpringing  grafs, 

Tipfy  with  the  morning  dew. 

Free  from  care  thy  life  doft  pafs ; 

So  may ’ft  thou,  companion  foie, 

Pleafe  the  lonely  mower’s  ear. 

And  no  treacherous  winding  fnake 

Glide  beneath,  to  work  thee  fear* 

< 

As  in  chirping  plaintive  notes 
Thou  the  hafty  fun  doft  chide. 

And  with  murm’ring  mufic  charm* 

Summer  charming  to  abide. 

If  a  pleafant  day  arrive. 

Soon  a  pleafant  day  is  gone  ; 

While  we  reach  to  feize  our  joys. 

Swift  the  winged  blifs  is  flown* 

Pain  and  Sorrow  dwell  with  us, 

Pleafure  i'carce  a  moment  reigns  l 
Thou  thyfelf  find’ft  Summer  Ihort, 

But  the  Winter  long  remains. 


L  2  EPITAPH, 


J4S  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784.5. 


EPITAPH,  by  Voltaire. 

hifcrihed  on  his  Monument  in  his  onvn  Chcunber  at  Fernev,  his  heart  in 

a  Box, 

TV/f  E S  manes  font  confole, 

1VI  puifque  moil  cceur  eil  au  milieu  de  vous. 

Son  efprit  eft  par-tout, 

Mais  fen  cceur  eft  ici ! 

\ 
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ACCOUNT  of 


BOOKS. 


A  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  un¬ 
dertaken  by  the  Command  of  His 
Majejiy ,  for  making  Difcoveries  in 
the  Northern  Hemifphere  ;  perform¬ 
ed  under  the  Direction  of  Captains 
Cook,  Clerk,  and  Gore,  in  His 
Majejiy'’ s  Ships  the  Refolution  and 
Difcovery,  in  the  Y 'ears  1 776, 

1 777 *  177%>  l779>  17%°  >  in  3 

Vols.  4 to.  Vol.  1 ft  and  2 d  written 

by  Captain  James  Cook,  F.  R.  S. 
Vol.  3 dy  by  Captain  James  King, 
L.  L.  D.  and  F.  R.  S. 

IT  is  now  three  centuries  fince  the 
nations  of  Europe  began  their 
plan  of  difcoveries,  with  fuch  zeal, 
and  upon  fuch  principles,  as  pro- 
mifed  to  leave  no  aeceflible  part  of 
this  globe  unexplored  ;  and  we  are 
happy  in  having  the  opportunity  of 
congratulating  the  world  upon  the 
completion  of  this  amazing  under¬ 
taking,  in  the  work  now  under  our 
confideration,  which  abounds  with 
as  much  novelty  and  curious  obfer- 
vation,  as  if  the  fubject  had  but 
lately  drawn  the  attention  of  man¬ 
kind. 

The  firft  and  fecond  volumes  are 
written  by  captain  Cook,  and  with 
regard  to  the  third  volume,  we  find 
its  author’s  attention  directed  to  the 
fame  objects  fojudicioufly,  as  proves 
that  he  had  entered  into  the  fchemes, 
and  was  capable  of  profecuting  the 
ideas  of  captain  Cook  with  effect ; 


and  therefore  the  death  of  captain 
King  would  have  been  regarded  not 
as  a  common  accident,  but  as  a  pub¬ 
lic  misfortune,  if  our  great  naviga¬ 
tor  had  not  already  exhaufted  the 
fubjedl ;  for  there  is  nothing  now 
unknown  of  this  globe,  which  can 
intitle  any  one  to  the  charadter  of  a 
difcoverer. 

If  the  time  employed  in  thefe 
geographical  refearches  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  long,  when  compared  to 
the  difcoveries  that  have  been  made ; 
thofe  who  think  fo,  fhould  furnifh  us 
with  an  apology  for  the  little  pro- 
grefs  made  in  this  work  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  nations  of  antiquity.  It 
ought  to  be  confidered,  that  the 
fruits  of  human  genius  and  induftry 
mull  run  the  courfe  of  other  fruits  ; 
the  feed  mult  be  fown  in  a  proper 
foil,  and  after  being  allowed  time 
to  take  root,  it  has  afterwards  to 
ftruggle  with  the  inclemency  of  the 
feafons,  and  many  unforefeen  acci¬ 
dents. 

But  the  different  lets  and  impedi¬ 
ments  which  have  tended  to  retard 
this  great  undertaking,  give  us  a 
more  inftrudtive  difplay  of  the  hu¬ 
man  character,  than  could  have  been 
obtained  by  the  moll  rapid  and  un¬ 
interrupted  progrefs  towards  the 
end  in  view  :  for  fchemes  brought 
to  perfe&ion  with  adequate  inftru- 
ments,  neither  raife  the  furprife,  nor 
engage  the  attention  of  thofe  who 

L  3  may 
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may  confider  themfelves  only  as 
fpe&ators  of  what  is  going  forward ; 
but  when  inftruments  are  wanting, 
or  muft  be  prepared  as  occafions 
call  for  them,  the  opportunity  will 
often  be  loft  to  the  greateft  induftry, 
perfeverance,  and  abilities, for  want 
of  the  means  neceftary  to  accomplifh 
the  end  in  view.  And  furely  fuch 
difappointments  in  works  under¬ 
taken  for  the  general  benefit  of 
mankind,  will  roufe  our  fympathy, 
and  force  us  to  do  juftice  to  every 
Separate  exertion,  which  tends  to 
the  promotion  of  any  great  defign. 

And  this  was  the  lituation  of  our 
firft  navigators,  whofe  theories  were 
fo  very  confined  and  inaccurate, 
that  every  day’s  experience  might 
correCt;  them,  and  it  was  only  by 
fuch  an  experience  that  they  could 
be  corre&ed.  Thus  a  double  talk 
was  impofed  upon  the  navigator, 
that  of  making  difcoveries,  and  alfo 
of  improving  the  art  of  navigation, 
the  only  means  by  which  his  difco¬ 
veries  were  to  be  made.  Nor  were 
any  navigators,  before  thofe  em¬ 
ployed  in  our  late  difcoveries,  ever 
furnifhed  with  the  proper  means  for 
finding  the  longitude,  that  moil  ne¬ 
ceftary  of  all  nautical  problems. 

Beftdes  thefe  unavoidable  difficul¬ 
ties,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that 
it  has  fared  with  thofe  who  have 
been  engaged  in  difcoveries,  as  it  is 
feigned  to  have  happened  to  Ata- 
lanta  in  her  race  with  Hippomenes, 
they  have  been  retarded  by  the 
golden  apples  that  were  thrown  in 
their  way  ;  and  it  may  be  faid  with 
particular  propriety  of  the  Spanifh 
nation  : 

——5?-  Nitidique  euptdine  pomi 

Jjcdinat  curjus,  aur unique  volubile 
tollit . 

$nd  that  it  is  the  difmtereftednefs 
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of  the  Engliih  nation  which  has  en^ 
abied  it  to  gain  the  prize. 

But  the  great  national  expence  in¬ 
curred  by  our  different  expeditions, 
undertaken  upon  fuch  liberal  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  without  any  fordid  view 
of  gain  and  expence,  and  which 
from  its  nature  muft  be  fatisfied  cut 
of  the  fuperfluities  of  a  people, 
will,  joined  to  our  fuccefs  in  explor¬ 
ing  unknown  regions,  give  pofte- 
rity  a  convincing  proof  that  we  have 
a  more  decided  l'uperiority  over  the 
other  countries  of  Europe,  than 
could  be  derived  from  the  moft  ex- 
ten  live  conquefts,  and  will  hold  us 
forth  to  future  ages  as  the  moft  pow¬ 
erful  people  upon  this  globe.  For, 
without  detracting  from  the  praife 
due  to  his  majefty,  and  thofe  imme¬ 
diately  under  him,  who  planned  the 
expeditions,  it  is  neceftary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  his  and  their  good  inten¬ 
tions  would  have  ended  in  nothing 
but  difappointment,  had  not  the 
opulence  and  learning  of  the  nation 
been  anfwerable  to  the  greatnefs  of 
the  undertaking. 

O 

Nor  are  we  lgfs  diftinguiihed  by 
the  abilities  of  pur  navigators,  who 
ftand  unrivalled  for  the  accuracy 
with  which  they  have  afcertained 
their  difcoveries ;  whilft  the  feeble 
attempts  of  other  nations  would 
lead  one  to  fufpeci,  that  they  had 
been  driven  by  accident  upon  ob¬ 
jects  which  they  had  neither  the  fkilj 
nor  the  courage  to  examine. 

The  difcoveries  made  in  this  laft 
voyage  by  Captain  Cook,  are.  both 
in  themfelves,  and  as  forming,  with 
his  other  difcoveries,  the  hydrogra¬ 
phy  of  the  globe  (with  a  very  few 
exceptions)  of  the  moft  diftinguifhr 
ed  and  important  nature.  After 
re-vifiting  and  giving  us  the  moft 
minute  and  ample  account  of  the 
ifiands  already  known*  and  difeo- 
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vermg  others  in  the  Southern  Pa¬ 
cific,  we  find  him  to  the  north  of  the 
equino&ial  line,  unfolding  to  our 
view  the  new  group  of  iflands  call¬ 
ed  after  the  prelent  Earl  of  Sand¬ 
wich,  which,  to  ufe  the  words  of 
Captain  King  in  the  third  volume, 
“  from  their  lituation  and  produc¬ 
tion  bid  fairer  for  becoming  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  ccnfequence  in  the  fyftem  of 
European  navigation,  than  any  dif- 
covery  in  the  South  Sea.” 

We  next  follow  him  to  the  weft- 
ern  coaft  of  America,  which  we  find 
him  exploring  with  the  greateft  ex- 
actnefs,  from  the  latitude  of  430  to 
70°  north,  and  upwards,  animmenfe 
traCt  1  hitherto  unknown,  the  fub- 
jeCt  of  vague  conjecture,  and  un¬ 
certain  hypothecs. 

After  making  feveral  difcoveries 
along  this  coaft,  of  which  the  moil 
material  are,  King  George's  (called 
by  the  natives  Nootka )  found ;  Prince 
William' s  found ,  and  Cook's  river  ; 
he  proceeds  northwards,  to  the  vuejl- 
ern  extremity  of  America ; <c  aicertains 
the  proximity  of  the  two  great  con¬ 
tinents  of  AJia  and  America  ;  paftes 
the  ftraits  between  them,  and  fur- 
veys  the  coaft  on  each  fide  to  fuch 
an  height  of  northern  latitude,  as 
to  demonftrate  the  impracticability 
of  a  paftage  in  that  hemifphere  from 
the  Atlantic  into  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
either  by  an  eaftern  or  a  weftern 
courfe.” 

From  this  indefatigable  and  la¬ 
borious  fearch  after  a  paftage,  he 
was  driven  by  the  rigour  of  the  fea- 
fon,  in  Auguft  1778,  and  returned 
back  again  to  the  Sandwich  iflands, 
where  a  melancholy  and  long  to  be 
lamented  period  was  put  to  his  life 
and  his  labours  :  his  own  words 
upon  retiring  fo  ftrongly  mark  how 
unwillingly  he  quitted  his  objects, 
when  even  neceftity  obliged  him., 


and  how  eagerly  his  mind  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  further  profecution  of 
them,  that  we  cannot  help  laying 
them  before  our  readers. 

**  The  feafon  was  now  fo  far  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  the  time  when  the  froft 
is  expe&ed  to  fet  in  fonear  at  hand, 
that  I  did  not  think  it  confident 
with  prudence,  to  make  any  further 
attempts  to  find  a  paftage  into  the 
Atlantic  this  year,  in  any  direction ; 
fo  little  was  the  profpeCt  of  fuc- 
ceeding.  My  attention  was  now 
direded  Towards  finding  out  fome 
place  where  we  might  fupply  cur- 
felves  with  wood  and  water ;  and 
the  object  uppermoft  in  my  thoughts 
was,  how  I  fhould  fpend  the  winter, 
fo  as  to  make  fome  improvements  in 
geography  and  navigation,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  be  in  a  condition  to 
return  to  the  north,  in  farther 
fearch  of  a  paftage  the  enfuing  fum- 
mer.” 

The  account  of  the  death  of  cap¬ 
tain  Cook,  given  by  captain  King 
in  the  third  volume,  is  as  follows  : 

t(  Next  morning,  at  day-light,  I 
went  on  board  the  Refolution  for  the 
time-keeper,  and,  in  my  way,  was 
hailed  by  the  Difcovery,  and  in¬ 
formed,  that  their  cutter  had  been 
ftolen,  during  the  night,  from  the 
buoy  where  it  was  moored. 

When  I  arrived  on  board,  I  found 
the  marines  arming,  and  captain 
Cook  loading;  his  double-barrelled 
gun.  Whilft  I  was  relating  to  him 
what  had  happened  to  us  in  the 
night,  he  interrupted  me,  with  fome 
eagernel's,  and  acquainted  me  with 
the  lofs  of  the  Difcovery’s  cutter, 
and  with  the  preparations  he  was 
making  for  its  recovery.  It  had 
been  his  ufual  practice,  whenever 
any  thing  of  confequence  was  loft, 
at  any  of  the  iflands  in  this  ocean, 
to  get  the  king,  or  fome  of  the  prin-. 
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cipal  Erees,  on  board,  and  to  keep 
them  as  hodages,  till  it  was  redor- 
ed.  This  method,  which  had  been 
always  attended  with  fuccefs,  he 
meant  to  purfue  on  the  prefent  oc- 
calion ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  had 
given  orders  to  Hop  all  the  canoes 
that  fhould  attempt  to  leave  the  bay, 
with  an  intention  of  feizing  and 
dedroying  them,  if  he  could  not 
recover  the  cutter  by  peaceable 
means.  Accordingly,  the  boats  of 
both  (hips,  well  manned  and  armed, 
were  dationed  acrofs  the  bay  ;  and, 
before  I  left  the  (hip,  fome  great 
guns  had  been  fired  at  two  large 
canoes,  that  were  attempting  to 
make  their  efcape. 

It  was  between  feven  and  eight 
o’clock  when  we  quitted  the  fhip 
together  ;  captain  Cook  in  the  pin¬ 
nace,  having  Mr.  Phillips,  and  nine 
marines,  with  him  ;  and  myfelf  in 
the  fmall  boat.  The  lad  orders  I 
received  from  him  were,  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  the  natives,  on  our 
fide  of  the  bay,  by  alluring  them, 
they  fhould  not  be  hurt ;  to  keep 
my  people  together ;  and  to  be  on 
my  guard.  We  then  parted ;  the 
captain  went  toward  Kowrowa, 
where  the  king  refided  ;  and  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  beach.  My  Hrfb  care, 
on  going  afhore,  was  to  give  Uriel 
orders  to  the  marines  to  remain 
within  the  tent,  to  load  their  pieces 
with  ball,  and  not  to  quit  their 
arms.  Afterward  I  took  a  walk  to 
the  huts  of  old  Kaoo,  and  the  priefts, 
and  explained  to  them,  as  well  as  I 
could,  the  object  of  the  hoflile  pre¬ 
parations,  which  had  exceedingly 
alarmed  them.  I  found,  that  they 
had  already  heard  of  the  cutter’s 
being  llolen,  and  I  affured  them, 
that  though  captain  Cook  was  re- 
folved  to  recover  it,  and  to  punifh 
the  authors  of  the  theft,  yet  that 


they,  and  the  people  of  the  village 
on  our  fide,  need  not  be  under  the 
fmallell  apprehenlion  of  buffering 
any  evil  from.  us.  I  delired  the 
priefts  to  explain  this  to  the  people, 
and  to  tell  them  not  to  be  alarmed, 
but  to  continue  peaceable  and  quiet. 
Kaoo  alked  me,  with  great  e-arned- 
nefs,  if  Terreeoboo  was  to  be  hurt  ? 
I  affured  him,  he  was  not ;  andboth 
he  and  the  red  of  his  brethren  feern- 
ed  much  fatisfted  with  this  affur- 
ance. 

In  the  mean  time,  captain  Cook, 
having  called  off  the  launch,  which 
was  dationed  at  the  North  point  of 
the  bay,  and  taken  it  along  with 
him,  proceeded  to  Kowrowa,  and 
landed  with  the  lieutenant  and  nine 
marines.  He  immediately  marched 
into  the  village,  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  ufual  marks  of  re- 
fpedt;  the  people  prodrating  them- 
felves  before  him,  and  bringing 
their  accudomed  offerings  of  fmall 
hogs.  Finding  that  there  was  no 
fufpicion  of  his  defign,  his  next  dep 
W'as,  to  enquire  for  Terreeoboo,  and 
the  two  boys,  his  fons,  who  had 
been  his  condant  gueds  on  board 
the  Refolution.  In  a  fhort  time, 
the  boys  returned  along  with  the 
natives,  who  had  been  fent  in  fearch 
of  them,  and  immediately  led  cap¬ 
tain  Cook  to  the  houfe  where  the 
king  had  dept.  They  found  the 
oldmanjud  awoke  from  deep  ;  and, 
after  a  fhort  converfation  about  the 
lofs  of  the  cutter,  from  which  cap¬ 
tain  Cook  was  convinced  that  he 
was  in  no  wife  privy  to  it,  he  in¬ 
vited  him  to  return  in  the  boat,  and 
fpend  the  day  on  board  the  Refolu¬ 
tion.  To  this  propofa!  the  king 
readily  confented,  and  immediately 
got  up  to  accompany  him. 

Things  were  in  this  profperous 
train,  the  two  boys  being  already 
8  in 
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In  the  pinnace,  and  the  reft  of  the 
party  having  advanced  near  the  wa¬ 
ter-tide,  when  an  elderly  woman 
called  Kanee-kabareea,  the  mother 
of  the  boys,  and  one  of  the  king’s 
favourite  wives,  came  after  him, 
and  with  many  tears, and  entreaties, 
befought  him  not  to  go  on  board. 
At  the  fame  time,  two  chiefs,  who 
came  along  with  her,  laid  hold  of 
him,  and,  infilling  that  he  fhould 
go  no  farther,  forced  him  to  fit 
down.  The  natives,  who  were  col¬ 
lecting  in  prodigious  numbers  along 
the  Ihore,  and  had  probably  been 
alarmed  by  the  firing  of  the  great 
guns,  and  the  appearances  of  hof- 
tility  in  the  bay,  began  to  throng 
round  captain  Cook  and  their  king. 
In  this  lituation,  the  lieutenant  of 
marines,  obferving  that  his  men 
were  huddled  clofe  together  in  the 
crowd,  and  thus  incapable  of  ufing 
their  arms,  if  any  occafion  fhould 
require  it,  propofed  to  the  captain, 
to  draw  them  up  along  the  rocks, 
clofe  to  the  water’s  edge ;  and  the 
crowd  readily  making  way  for  them 
to  pafs,  they  were  drawn  up  in  a 
line,  at  the  diftance  of  about  thirty 
yards  from  the  place  where  the  king 
was  fitting. 

All  this  time,  the  old  king  re¬ 
mained  on  the  ground,  with  the 
ftrongeft  marks  of  terror  and  dejec¬ 
tion  in  his  countenance ;  captain 
Cook,  not  willing  to  abandon  the 
objeft  for  which  he  had  come  on 
fhore,  continuing  to  urge  him,  in 
the  moil  prefling  manner,  to  pro¬ 
ceed;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand, 
whenever  the  king  appeared  inclin¬ 
ed  to  follow  him,  the  chiefs,  who 
flood  round  him,  interpofed,  at  firft 
with  prayers  and  entreaties,  but  af¬ 
terward  having  recourfe  to  force  and 
violence,  and  infilled  on  his  (laying 
where  he  was.  Captain  Cook  there¬ 
fore,  finding  that  the  alarm  had 


fpread  too  generally,  and  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  think  any  longer  of 
getting  him  off  without  bloodihed, 
at  laft  gave  up  the  point ;  obferving 
to  Mr.  Phillips,  that  it  would  be 
impoifible  to  compel  him  to  go  on 
board,  without  the  rifle  of  killing  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabitants. 

Though  the  enterprize,  which 
had  carried  captain  Cook  on  fhore, 
had  now  failed,  and  was  abandoned, 
yet  his  perfon  did  not  appear  to 
have  been  in  the  ieaft  danger,  till 
an  accident  happened,  which  gave 
a  fatal  turn  to  the  affair.  The 
boats  which  had  been  ftation- 
ed  acrofs  the  bay,  having  fired  at 
fome  canoes,  that  were  attempting 
to  get  out,  unfortunately  had  killed 
a  chief  of  the  firft  rank.  The  news 
of  his  death  arrived  at  the  village 
where  captain  Cook  was,  juft  as  he 
had  left  the  king,  and  was  walking 
flowly  toward  the  fhore.  The  fer¬ 
ment  it  occafioned  was  very  confpi- 
cuous  ;  the  women  and  children 
were  immediately  fent  off ;  and  the 
men  put  on  their  war-mats,  and 
armed  themfelves  with  fpears  and 
ftones.  One  of  the  natives, 
having  in  his  hands  a  Hone, 
and  a  long  iron  fpike  (which 
they  call  a  pahoca)  came  up  to  the 
captain,  fiouriihing  his  weapon,  by 
way  of  defiance,  and  threatening  to 
throw  the  (lone.  The  captain  de¬ 
fined  him  to  defift  ;  but  the  man 
perfifting  in  his  infolence,  he  was  at 
length  provoked  to  fire  a  load  of 
fmall-fhot.  The  man  having  his 
mat  on,  which  the  (hot  were  not 
able  to  penetrate,  this  had  no  other 
effedl  than  to  irritate  and  encourage 
them.  Several  ftones  were  thrown 
at  the  marines ;  and  one  of  the 
Erees  attempted  to  llab  Mr.  Phillips 
with  his  pahooa ;  but  failed  in  the 
attempt,  and  received  from  him  a 
blow  with  the  butt  end  of  his  muf- 
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ipet.  Captain  Cook  now  fired  his 
fecond  barrel,  loaded  with  ball,  and 
killed  one  of  the  foremoft  of  the  na¬ 
tives.  A  general  attack  with  hones 
immediately  followed,  which  was 
anfwered  by  a  difcharge  of  muf- 
quetry  from  the  marines,  and  the 
people  in  the  boats.  The  iflanders, 
contrary  to  the  expectations  of  eve¬ 
ry  one,  hood  the  fire  with  great 
firmnefs  ;  and  before  the  marines 
had  time  to  reload,  they  broke  in 
upon  them  with  dreadful  diouts  and 
yells.  What  followed  was  a  fcene  of 
the  utmoft  horror  and  confufion. 

Four  of  the  marines  were  cut  off 
among#  the  rocks  in  their  retreat, 
and  fell  a  (acrifice  to  the  fury  of  the 
enemy  :  three  more  were  danger- 
00 fly  wounded  ;  and  the  lieutenant, 
who  had  received  a  dab  between 
the  (boulders  with  a  pahooa?,  hav- 
jng  fortunately  referved  his  fire, 
(hot  the  man  who  had  wounded  him 
juft  as  he  was  going  to  repeat  his 
blow.  Our  unfortunate  commander, 
the  lad  time  he  was  feign  diftin&ly, 
was  handing  at  the  water’s  edge, 
and  calling  out  to  the  boats  to  ceafe 
firing,  and  to  pull  in.  If  it  be 
true,  as  fome  of  thofe  who  ivere  pre¬ 
fen  t  have  imagined,  that  the  ma- 
jines  and  boat-men  had  fired  with¬ 
out  his  orders,  and  that  he  was  de- 
firous  of  preventing  any  further 
bloodfhed,  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  his  humanity,  on  this  occafion, 
proved  fatal  to  him.  For  it  was 
remarked,  that  whilh  he  faced  the 
natives,  none  of  them  had  offered 
him  any  violence,  but  that  having 
turned  about,  to  give  his  orders  to 
the  boats,  he  was  dabbed  in  the 
back,  and  fell  with  his  face  into  the 
water.  On  feeing  him  fall,  the 
(danders  let  up  a  great  (bout,  and 
his  body  was  immediately  dragged 


on  (bore,  and  furrounded  by  the 
enemy,  who  fnatching  the  dagger 
out  of  each  other’s  hands,  (hewed  a 
favage  eagernefs  to  have  a  (hare  in 
his  dehruclionW 

After  having  wintered  at  the 
Sandwich  idands,  of  which  captain 
King  has  given  the  mod  accurate 
defcription,  as  alfo  of  the  manners, 
cuhoms,  habits,  and  the  degree  of 
improvement  of  the  inhabitants,  the' 
two  (hips,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Clerk,  (captain  Cook’s  fuc- 
cedar )  on  the  15  th  of  March,  1779, 
began  their  fecond  expedition  to  the 
North. 

O11  the  29th'  of  April  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul,  in  Kamtfchatka  -their 
tranfaftions  there,  their  journey  to 
Bolcherecfk,  (the  refidence  of  the  go¬ 
vernor,  major  Behm)  and  the  gene¬ 
rous  and  humane  conduct  of  that 
officer  towards  them,  are  told  in  a 
manner  the  mod  chade,  (irnple,  and 
affefling  that  can  be  conceived. 

The  attempt  this  year  in  fearch 
of  a  paffage,  proved  as  fruitlefs  as 
that  made  by  captain  Cook,  in  the 
year  preceding.  The  fliips  were 
hopped  by  impenetrable  ice,  which 
frequently  heating  in  immenfe 
nudes,  not  only  damaged  the  (hips* 
but  fo  embayed  them,  as  even  to 
render  their  returning  back  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  great  difficulty. 

The  author’s  fi  words  upon  this 
occafion,  give  us  a  lively  idea  of  their 
fituation. 

<'c  As  it  was  now  necedary  to 
come  to  fome  determination  with 
refpefl  to  the  courl'e  we  were  next 
to  deer,  captain  Clerk  fent  a  boat, 
with  the  carpenters,  on  board  the 
Difcovery,  to  enquire  into  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  damage  (he  had  fuf- 
tained.  They  returned,  in  the 
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evening,  with  the  report  of  captain 
Gore,  and  of  the  carpenters  of  both 
fhips,  that  the  damages  they  had 
received  were  of  a  kind  that  would 
require  three  weeks  to  repair  ;  and 
that  it  would  be  neceffary,  for  that 
purpofe,  to  go  into  fome  port. 

Thus,  finding  a  farther  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  northward,  as  well  as 
a  nearer  approach  to  either  conti¬ 
nent,  obftru&ed  by  a  fea  blocked 
up  with  ice,  we  judged  it  both  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  fervice,  by  endan¬ 
gering  the  fafety  of  the  fhips,  as 
well  as  fruitlefs,  with  refpe&  to  the 
defign  of  our  voyage,  to  make  any 
farther  attempts  toward  a  pafiage. 
This,  therefore,  added  to  the  re- 
prefentations  of  captain  Gore,  de¬ 
termined  captain  Clerk  not  to  lofe 
more  time  in  what  he  concluded  to 
be  an  unattainable  object,  but  to 
fail  for  Awatlka  Bay,  to  repair  our 
damages  there ;  and,  before  the  win¬ 
ter  Ihouldfet  in,  and  render  all  other 
efforts  toward  difeovery  impractica¬ 
ble,  to  explore  the  coaft  of  Japan. 

I  will  not  endea^-o^r  to  conceal 
the  joy  that  brightened  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  every  individual  ,  as  foon  as 
captain  Clerk’s  refolutions  were 
made  known.  We  were  all  heartily 
fick  of  a  navigation  full  of  danger, 
and  in  which  the  utmoft  perfever- 
ance  had  not  been  repaid  with  the 
(mailed  probability  of  fuccefs.  We 
therefore  turned  our  faces  toward 
home,  after  an  abfence  of  three 
years,  with  a  delight  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  which,  notwithftanding  the 
tedious  voyage  we  had  dill  to  make, 
and  the  irnmenfe  didance  we  had  to 
run,  were  as  freely  entertained,  and 
perhaps  as  fully  enjoyed,  as  if  we 
had  been  already  in  fight  of  the 
Land’s- end.” 

If  from  the  labours,  the  perils, 
and  the  natural  bad  effects  arifing 


from  the  variation  of  climates,  in  a 
voyage  of  four  years  and  upwards* 
chiefly  in  unexplored  regions,  and 
of  the  wonderful  extent  of  the  one 
in  quedion.  If  from  thefe  neceffa¬ 
ry  and  unavoidable  evils,  we  turn 
our  eyes  upon  the  fhips  with  their 
refpeCtive  crews  returned  home* 
and  find  the  following  to  be  their 
date  and  condition,  with  what  a 
mixture  of  admiration  and  gratitude 
mud  we  look  upon  the  benevolent 
exertions  of  captain  Cook,  in  pre- 
ferving  the  health  of  his  feamen  ; 
exertions  which  will  tranfmit  his 
name  to  poderity,  amongd  the 
friends  and  benefactors  of  mankind! 

“  On  quitting  the  Difeovery  at 
Stromnefs,  I  had  the  fatisfaClion  of 
leaving  the  whole  crew  in  perfeCt 
health  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  the. 
number  of  convaiefcents  on  board 
the  Refolution  did  not  exceed  two 
or  three,  of  whom  only  one  was  in¬ 
capable  of  fervice.  In  the  courle 
of  our  voyage,  the  Refolution  led 
but  five  men  by  ficknefs,  three  of 
whom  were  in  a  precarious  date  of 
health  at  our  departure  from  Eng¬ 
land  ;  the  Difeovery  did  not  lofe  a 
man.  An  unremitting  attention  to 
the  regulations  edablifhed  by  cap¬ 
tain  Cook,  with  which  the  world  is 
already  acquainted,  may  be  judly 
confidered  as  the  principal  caufe, 
under  the  bleffmg  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  of  this  fingular  fuccefs.  But 
the  baneful  effeCts  of  fait  provifions 
might  perhaps,  in  the  end,  have 
been  felt,  nctwithdanding  thefe  fa¬ 
int  ary  precautions,  if  we  had  not 
aflided  them,  by  availing  ourfelves 
of  every  fubditute,  our  fituation  at 
various  times  afforded.  Thefe  fre¬ 
quently  confiding  of  articles,  which 
our  people  had  not  been  ufed.  to  con- 
lider  as  food  for  men,  and  being 
fome  times  exceedingly  naufeous,  it 

required 
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required  the  joint  aid  ofperfuafion, 
authority,  and  example,  to  conquer 
their  prejudices  and  difgufts. 

The  preventives  we  principal¬ 
ly  relied  on  were  four  krout  and 
portable  foup.  As  to  the  antifcor- 
butic  remedies,  with  which  we  were 
amply  fupplied,  we  had  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  trying  their  effeCts,  as 
there  did  not  appear  the  flighted 
fymptoms  of  the  fcurvy,  in  either 
fhip,  during  the  whole  voyage. 
Our  malt  and  hops  had  alfo  been 
kept  as  a  refource,  in  cafe  of  aCtual 
hcknefs,  and  on  examination  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  were  found 
entirely  fpoiled.  About  the  fame 
time,  were  opened  fome  calks  of 
bifcuit,  flour,  malt,  peafe,  oatmeal, 
and  groats,  which,  by  way  of  expe¬ 
riment,  had  been  put  up  in  fmall 
cafks,  lined  with  tin -frail,  and  found 
all,  except  the  peafe,  in  a  much 
better  ftate,  than  could  have  been 
expected  in  the  ufual  manner  of 
package. 

I  cannot  neglect  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  recommending  to  the  con- 
iideration  of  government,  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  allowing  a  fufhcient  quan¬ 
tity  of  Peruvian  bark,  to  fuch  of 
his  majefty’s  fhips  as  may  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  influence  of  unwhol- 
fome  climates.  It  happened  very 
fortunately  in  the  Difcovery,  that 
only  one  of  the  men  that  had  fevers 
in  the  flraits  of  Sunda,  flood  in 
need  of  this  medicine,  as  he  alone 
confumed  the  whole  quantity  ufually 
carried  out  by  lurgeons,  in  fuch 
veflels  as  ours.  Had  more  been 
affected  in  the  fame  manner,  they 
would  probably  all  have  perifhed, 
from  the  want  of  the  only 'remedy 
capable  of  affording  them  effectual 
relief. 

Another  circumflance  attend¬ 
ing  this  voyage  ;  which,  if  we  con- 


fid  er  its  duration,  and  the  nature 
of  the  fervice  in  which  we  were 
engaged,  will  appear  fcarcely  lefs 
lingular  than  the  extraordinary 
healthinefs  of  the  crews,  was,  that 
the  two  fhips  never  loft  fight  of 
each  other  tor  a  day  .together,  ex¬ 
cept  twice  ;  which  was  owing,  the 
firft  time,  to  an  accident  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  Difcovery  off  the  coaft 
of  Ovvhyhee;  and  the  fecond,  to  the 
fogs  we  met  with  at  the  entrance  of 
Awatlka  bay.  A  ftronger  proof 
cannot  be  given  of  the  Ikill  and  vi¬ 
gilance  of  our  fubakern  officers,  to 
whom  this  fliare  of  merit  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  belongs.’ ’ 

Having  given  this  general  outline 
of  the  voyage,  and  having  alfo,  in 
other  parts  of  this  volume  of  the 
Annual  Regifter,  given  various  ex¬ 
tracts  relative  to  the  characters, 
manners,  and  cuftoms,  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  different  countries  ex¬ 
plored  by  captain  Cook,  we  fhall 
conclude  by  feleCting  fome  parts 
from  this  work  of  a  more  philofo- 
phical  nature  and  tendency.  The 
firft  is  refpeCting  the  currents  which 
captain  Cook  met  with  in  his  paflage 
from  England  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  After  mentioning  the  longi¬ 
tude  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
as  given  by  the  watch,  he  proceeds- 
as  follows  : 

Hence  we  have  reafon  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  fhe  had  gone  well  all  the 
way  from  England,  and  that  the 
longitude,  thus  given,  may  be  nearer 
the  truth  than  any  other. 

If  this  be  admitted,  it  will,  in  a 
great  meafure,  enable  me  to  find  the 
direction  and  ftrength  of  the  cur¬ 
rents  we  met  with  on  this  paflage 
from  England.  For,  by  comparing 
the  latitude  and  longitude  by  dead 
reckoning,  with  thofe  by  obfervation 
and  the  watch,  we  fhall,  from  time 

to 
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to  time,  have,  very  accurately,  the 
error  of  the  fhip’s  reckoning,  be 
the  caufe  what  it  will.  But  as  all 
imaginable  care  was  taken  in  heav¬ 
ing  and  keeping  the  log,  and  every 
necefiary  allowance  made  for  lee¬ 
way,  heave  of  the  fea,  and  other 
fuch  circumflances,  I  cannot  attri¬ 
bute  thofe  errors  that  did  happen, 
to  any  other  caufe  but  currents  ; 
but  more  particularly  when  the  er¬ 
ror  was  conftantly  the  fame  way, 
for  feveral  days  fucceflively. 

On  the  contrary,  if  we  find  the 
fhip  a- head  of  the  reckoning  on  one 
day,  and  a-ftern  of  it  on  another, 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  fuch 
errors  are  owing  to  accidental 
caufes,  and  not  to  currents.  This 
feems  to  have  been  the  cafe  in  our 
paftage  between  England  and  Te- 
neriffe.  But,  from  the  time  of  our 
leaving  that  illand,  till  the  15th  of 
Auguft,  being  then  in  the  latitude 
of  120  north,  and  longitude  240 
weft,  the  fhip  was  carried  i°  20'  of 
longitude  to  the  weftward  of  her 
reckoning.  At  this  ftation,,  the 
currents  took  a  contrary  direction, 
and  fet  to  eaft  fouth  eaft,  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  a  day, 
or  twenty-four  hours,  till  we  arrived 
into  the  latitude  of  50  north,  and 
longitude  of  20°  weft  ;  which  was 
our  moft  eafterly  fituation  after 
leaving  the  Cape  de  Verde  iftands, 
till  we  got  to  the  fouthvvard.  For 
in  this  fituation  the  wind  came 
foutherly,  and  we  tacked  and  ftretch- 
ed  to  the  weftward  ;  and,  for  two 
or  three  days,  could  not  find  that 
our  reckoning  was  afteded  by  any 
current.  So  that,  I  judged,  we 
were  between  the  current  that  ge¬ 
nerally,  if  not  conftantly,  fets  to 
the  eaft  upon  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
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and  that  which  fets  to  the  weft  to¬ 
ward  the  coaft  of  Brafil. 

This  wefterly  current  was  not 
confiderable  till  we  got  into  z° 
north,  and  250  weft.  From  this  fta- 
tion,  to  30  fouth  and  30°  weft,  the 
fhip,  in  the  fpace  of  four  days,  was 
carried  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
miles  in  the  diredion  of  fouth  weft 
by  weft,  beyond  her  reckoning  ;  an 
error  by  far  too  great  to  have  any 
other  caufe  but  a  ftrong  current 
running  in  the  fame  diredion.  Nor* 
did  its  ftrength  abate  here  ;  but  its 
courfe  was,  afterward,  more  wefter¬ 
ly,  and  to  the  north  of  weft ;  and  oiF 
Cape  Auguftine,  north,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned.  But  this  north¬ 
erly  current  did  not  exift  at  twenty 
or  thirty  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of 
that  Cape  ;  nor  any  other,  that  I 
could  perceive,  in  the  remaining 
part  of  the  pafiage.  The  little  dif¬ 
ference  we  afterward  found  between 
the  reckoning  and  obfervations, 
might  very  well  happen  without  the 
afiiftance  of  currents  ;  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  by  the  table  of  days  works. 

In  the  account  of  my  laft  voyage 
I  remarked,  that  the  currents  one 
meets  with  in  this  pafiage  generally 
balance  each  other.  It  happened 
fo  then  ;  becaufe  we  crofted  the  line 
about  200  more  to  the  eaft  ward  than 
we  did  now  ;  fo  that  we  were,  of 
confequence,  longer  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  eafterly  current,  which 
made  up  for  the  wefterly  one.  And 
this,  I  apprehend,  will  generally  be 
the  cafe,  if  you  crofs  the  line  1O0  or 
1 50  to  the  eaft  of  the  meridian  of  St. 

J*g°. 

From  thefe  remarks  I  Hi  all  draw 
the  following  conclufion.  That,  af¬ 
ter  palling  the  Cape  de  Verde 
iftands,  if  you  do  not  make  above 


*  Captain  Cook’s  Voyage,  Vol.  I.  p,  14.. 
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4a  or  50  eafting,  and  crofs  the  line 
in,  or  to  the  westward  of,  the  meri¬ 
dian  of  St.  Jago,  you  may  expedfc 
to  hnd  your  fhip  30  or  40  to  the 
weftward  of  her  reckoning,  by  the 
time  you  get  into  the  latitude  of 
io°  fouth.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
you  keep  well  to  the  eaft,  and  crofs 
the  line  150  or  20°  to  the  eaft  of  St. 
Jago,  you  will  be  then  as  much  to 
the  eaft  of  your  reckoning  ;  and  the 
more  you  keep  to  the  eaftvvard,  the 
greater  will  be  your  error;  as  has 
been  experienced  by  fome  India 
fhip s, who fe  people  have  found  them- 
felves  clofe  upon  the  coaft  of  An¬ 
gola,  when  they  thought  its  diftance 
was  above  two  hundred  leagues. 

During  the  whole  of  our  paftage 
from  England,  no  opportunity  was 
©mitted  of  obferving,  with  all  the 
attention  and  accuracy  that  cir- 
cumftances  would  permit,  the  varia¬ 
tion  of  the  compafs^  which  I  ha  ve 
Inferted  in  a  table,  with  the  lati¬ 
tude  and  longitude  of  the  fhip  at  the 
time  of  obfervation.  As  the  longi¬ 
tude  may  be  depended  upon,  to  a 
quarter  or  half  a  degree  at  moil, 
this  table  will  be  of  ufe  to  thofe  na¬ 
vigators  who  cor  reft  their  reckoning 
by  the  variation.  It  will  alfo  en¬ 
able  Mr.  Dun  to  correct  his  new 
Variation  Cliart,  a  thing  very  much 
wanted. 

It  fee  ms  ftrange  to  me,  that  the 
advocates  for  the  variation  fhould 
not  agree  amongft  themfelves.  We 
find  one  *  of  them  telling  us,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  that  with  8° 
weft  ‘variation,  or  any  thing  above 
that,  you  may  venture  to  fail  by  the 
Cape  de  Verde  ijlands,  by  night  of 
day,  being  well  ajfured ,  with  that 
variation,  that  you  are  to  the  eajt~ 
ward  of  them .  Another,  in  his 
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chart  f ,  lays  down  this  variation 
ninety  leagues  to  the  weftward  of 
them.  Such  a  difagreement  as  this 5 
is  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  uncertainty 
of  both.  However,  I  have  nd 
doubt,  the  former  found  here,  as 
well  as  in  other  places,  the  varia-* 
tion  he  mentions.  But  he  fhould 
have  confidered,  that  at  fea,  nay 
even  on  land,  the  refults  of  the  moil 
accurate  obfervations  will  not  al¬ 
ways  be  the  fame.  Different  com* 
pafTes  will  give  different  variations  $ 
and  even  the  fame  compafs  will  dif¬ 
fer  from  itfelf  two  degrees,  without 
our  being  able  to  difcover,  much 
lefs  to  remove,  the  caufe. 

Whoever  imagines  he  can  find  the 
variation  within  a  degree,  will  very 
often  fee  himfelf  much  deceived* 
For,  befides  the  imperfection  which 
may  be  in  the  conftruclion  of  the  in- 
ftrument,  or  in  the  power  of  the 
needle,  it  is  certain  that  the  motion 
of  the  fhip,  or  attraftion  of  the  iron¬ 
work,  or  fome  other  caufe  not  yet 
difcovered,  will  frequently  occafion 
far  greater  errors  than  this.  That 
the  variation  may  be  found,  with  a 
fhare  of  accuracy  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  to  determine  the  fhip’s  courfe, 
is  allowed  ;  but  that  it  can  be  found 
fo  exa&ly  as  to  fix  the  longitude 
within  a  degree,  or  fixty  miles,  I 
abfolutely  deny.” 

Thefe  obfervations  and  remarks 
are  delivered  by  captain  Cook, 
with  a  precifion  which  fhews,  that  he 
confidered  them  as  of  importance, 
and  if  they  are  not  already  confirm¬ 
ed,  improved,  or  enlarged,  it  is  a 
proof  that  this  age  is  unworthy  of 
them,  confidering  the  frequent  op¬ 
portunities  that  the  Eaft  India  trade 
furnifhes  for  making  fuch  obferva¬ 
tions, 
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We  (hall  finifh,  thefe  extracts  with 
captain  King’s  opinion  upon  the 
prafpett  of  a  north  'weft  or  north 
enjl  paffage .  , 

“  Had  captain  Cook  lived  to  this 
period  of  our  voyage,  and  experi¬ 
enced,  in  a  fecond  attempt,  the  im¬ 
practicability  of  a  North  Eaft  or 
North  Weil  pafTage  from  the  Paci¬ 
fic  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  he  would 
doubtlefs  have  laid  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  in  one  connected  view,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  obftacles  which  defeat¬ 
ed  this,  the  primary  objeCt  of  our 
expedition,  together  with  his  obfer- 
vations  on  a  fubjeCt  of  fuch  magni¬ 
tude,  and  which  had  engaged  the 
attention,  and  divided  the  opinions 
of  philofophers  and  navigators  for 
upwards  of  two  hundred  years.  I 
am  very  fenfible  how  unequal  1  am 
to  the  talk  of  fupplying  this  defici¬ 
ency  ;  but,  that  the  expectations 
of  the  reader  ijiay  not  be  wholly 
difappointed,  I  muft  beg  his  candid 
acceptance  of  the  following  obfer- 
vations,  as  well  as  of  thofe  1  have  al¬ 
ready  ventured  to  offer  him,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  extent  of  the  North  Eaft 
coaft  of  Afia. 

The  evidence  that  has  been  fo 
fully  and  judicioufly  ftated  in  the 
introduction,  amounts  to  the  higheft 
degree  of  probability,  that  a  North 
Weft  pafTage,  from  the  Atlantic  into 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  cannot  exift  to 
the  fouthward  of  65°  of  latitude. 
If  then  there  exifts  a  pafTage,  it 
muft  be  either  through  Baffin’s  bay, 
or  round  by  the  north  of  Greenland, 
in  the  weftern  hemifphere  ;  or  elfe 
through  the  Frozen  Ocean,  to  the 
northward  of  Siberia,  in  the  eaftern  ; 
and  on  which  ever  fide  it  lies,  the 
navigator  muft  neceftarily  pafs 
through  Beering’s  Strait.  The  im¬ 
practicability  of  penetrating  into  the 
Atlantic  on  either  fide,  through  this 
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ftrait,  is  therefore  all  that  remains 
to  be  fubmitted  to  the  confederation 
of  the  public. 

As  far  as  our  experience  went, 
it  appears,  that  the  fea  to  the  north 
of  Beering’s  Strait,  is  clearer  of  ice 
in  Auguft  than  in  July,  and  perhaps 
in  a  part  of  September  it  may  be 
ftill  more  free.  But,  after  the  equi¬ 
nox,  the  days  fhorten  fo  faft,  that 
no  farther  thaw  can  be  expeded ; 
and  we  cannot  rationally  allow  fo 
great  an  effeCl  to  the  warm  weather, 
in  the  firft  half  of  September,  as  to 
imagine  it  capable  of  difperfing  the 
ice  from  the  moll  northern  parts  of 
the  American  coaft.  But  admitting 
this  to  be  poffible,  it  muft  at  leaft 
be  granted,  that  it  would  be  mad- 
nefs  to  attempt  to  run  from  the  Icy 
Cape  to  the  known  parts  of  Baffin’^ 
Bay  (a  qiftance  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty  leagues),  in  fo  fhort  a  time 
as  that  pafTage  can  be  fuppofed  to 
continue  open. 

Upon  the  Afiatic  fide,  there 
appears  ftill  lefs  probability  of  fuc- 
cefs,  both  from  what  came  to  our 
own  knowledge,  with  refpeCt  to  the 
ftate  of  the  fea  to  the  fouthward  of 
Cape  North,  and  alfo  from  what  we 
learn  from  the  experience  of  the 
*  lieutenants  under  Beering’s  direc- 
tion,  and  the  journal  of  ShalaurofT, 
in  regard  to  that  on  the  north  of 
Siberia. 

The  voyage  of  Defhneff,  if  its 
truth  be  admitted,  proves  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  poffibility  of  palling  round 
the  north  eaft  point  of  Afia;  but 
when  the  reader  refieCls,  that  near  a 
century  and  a  half  has  elapfed  fince 
the  time  of  that  navigator,  during 
which,  in  an  age  of  great  curiofity 
and  enterprize,  no  man  has  yet  been 
able  to  follow  him,  he  will  not  en¬ 
tertain  very  fanguine  expectations 
of  the  public  advantages  that  can 
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be  derived  from  it.  But  let  us  even 
fuppofe,  that  in  fome  Angularly  fa¬ 
vourable  feafon  a  fhip  has  found  a 
clear  paffage  round  the  coaft  of  Si¬ 
beria,  and  is  fafely  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Lena,  ftill  there  re¬ 
mains  the  cape  of  Taimura,  ftretch- 
ing  to  the  7S0  of  latitude,  which  the 
good  fortune  of  no  Angle  voyager  has 
hitherto  doubled. 

It  is,  however,  contended,  that 
there  are  ftrong  reafons  for  believ¬ 
ing,  that  the  fea  is  more  free  from 
ice,  the  nearer  we  approach  to  the 
pole  ;  and  ,that  all  the  ice  we  faw  in 
the  lower  latitudes,  was  formed  in 
the  great  rivers  of  Siberia  and 
America,  the  breaking  up  of  which 
had  Ailed  the  intermediate  fea. 
But  even  if  that  fuppoAtion  be  true, 
it  is  equally  fo,  that  there  can  be 
no  accefs  to  thofe  open  feas,  unlefs 
this  great  mafs  of  ice  is  fo  far  diffolv- 
ed  in  the  fummef ,  as  to  admit  of  a 
Blip’s  getting  through  it.  If  this 
be  the  fadl,  we  have  taken  a  wrong 
time  of  the  year  for  attempting  to 
find  this  paffage,  which  fhohld  have 
been  explored  in  April  and  May, 
before  the  rivers  were  broken  up. 
But  how  many  reafons  may  be  given 
againft  fuch  a  fuppoAtion  ?  Our 
experience  at  Saint  Peter  and 
Saint  Paul  enabled  us  to  judge 
what  might  be  expedted  farther 
north;  and  upon  that  ground,  we 
had  reafon  to  doubt,  whether  the 
continents  might  not  in  winter  be 
even  joined  by  the  ice ;  and  this 
agreed  with  the  ftories  we  heard  in 
Kamtfchatka,  that  on  the  Siberian 
coaft,  they  go  out  from  the  Aiore 
in  winter,  upon  the  ice,  to  greater 
diftances  than  the  breadth  of  the  fea 
is*  in  fome  parts,  from  one  continent 
to  the  other. 

In  the  depofitions  referred  to 
above,  the  following  remarkable 


circumftance  is  related.  Speaking 
of  the  land  feen  from  the  Tfchu- 
kotfkoi  Nofs,  it  is  laid,  £f  that  in 
furnmer  time  they  fail  in  one  day  to 
the  land  in  baidares,  a  fort  of  yeffel 
conftrudted  of  whale-bone,  aw  co¬ 
vered  with  feal-fkins ;  and  in  win¬ 
ter  time,  going  fwift  with  rein-deer, 
the  journey  may  likevvife  be  made 
in  a  day.  A  fufficient  proof,  that 
the  two  countries  were  uiually  join¬ 
ed  together  by  the  ice. 

The  account  given  by  Mr. 
Muller,  of  one  of  the  expeditions 
undertaken  to  difcover  a  fuppofed 
ill  and  in  the  Frozen  Sea,  is  Ail! 
more  remarkable.  <c  In  the  year 
fe  1714,  a  new  expedition  waspre- 
pared  from  Jakutzk,  for  the  fame 
“  place,  under  the  command  of 
ts  Alexei  Markoff,  who  was  to  fail 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Jana ; 
(t  and  if  the  Schiiiki  were  not  At 
£c  for  fea  voyages,  he  was  to  con- 
<c  ftrud,  at  a  proper  place,  veffels 
“  fit  for  profecuting  the  difcoveries 
<s  without  danger. 

££  On  his  arrival  at  Uft-janfkoe 
e£  Simovie,  the  port  at  which  he 
(C  was  to  embark,  he  fent  an  ac- 
“  count,  dated  February  2,  1715, 
£<  to  the  chancery  of  Jakutz,  men- 
<c  tioning  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
££  navigate  the  fea,  as  it  was  con- 
“  tinually  frozen,  both  in  furnmer 
££  and  winter;  and  that;  confe- 
<c  quently,  the  intended  expedition 
<£  was  no  otherwife  to  be  carried 
££  on,  but  with  Hedges  drawn  by 
££  dogs.  In  this  manner  he  accord- 
££  ingly  fet  out,  with  nine  perfons, 
££  on  the  iothof  March  the  fame 
t(  year,  and  returned  on  the  3d  of 
c<  April,  to  Uft-janfkoe  Simovie, 
“  The  account  of  his  journey  is  as 
follows :  that  he  went  feven  days, 
fc  as  faft  as  his  dogs  could  draw  him 
“  which,  in  good  ways  and  wea- 
U  ther. 
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**  ther,  is  eighty  or  a  hundred 
*  **  werfts  in  a  day)  dire&ly  toward 
'c  the  north,  upon  the  ice,  without 
“  difcovering  any  ifland  :  that  it 
<f  had  not  been  poffible  for  him 
“  to  proceed  any  farther,  the  ice 
"  rifing  there  in  the  fea  like  moun- 
“  tains  :  that  he  had  climbed  to  the 
r‘  top  of  fome  of  them,  whence  he 
“  was  able  to  fee  to  a  great  dif- 
tf  tance  round  about  him,  but  could 
,c  difcern  no  appearance  of  land: 

and  that,  at  lad,  wanting  food 
“  for  his  dogs,  many  of  them  died, 
which  obliged  him  to  return.” 

Befides  thefe  arguments,  which 
proceed  upon  an  admiflion  of  the 
hypothecs,  that  the  ice  in  thofe  feas 
comes  from  the  rivers,  there  are 
others  which  give  great  room  to 
fufpeCt  the  truth  of  the  hypothecs 
itfelf.  Captain  Cook,  whofe  opi¬ 
nion  refpeCting  the  formation  of 
ice  had  formerly  coincided  with 
that  of  the  theorids  we  are  now 
controverting,  found  abundant  rea- 
fon,  in  the  prefent  voyage,  for 
changing  his  fentiments.  We  found 
the  coalt  of  each  continent  to  be 
low,  the  foundings  gradually  de¬ 
creasing  toward  them,  and  a  drik- 
ing  refemblance  between  the  two  ; 
which,  together  with  the  defcrip- 
tion  Mr.  Hearne  gives  of  the  cop¬ 
per-mine  river,  afford  reafon  to 
conjecture,  that  whatever  rivers 
may  empty  themfelves  into  the  Fro¬ 
zen  Sea,  from  the  American  con¬ 
tinent,  are  of  the  fame  nature  with 
thofe  on  the  Adatic  fide  ;  which  are 
reprelented  to  be  fo  fhallow  at  the 
entrance,  as  to  admit  only  fmall 
veffels ;  whereas  the  ice  we  have 
feen,  rifes  above  the  level  of  the 
fca  to  a  height  equal  to  the  depth 
of  thofe  rivers  ;  fo  that  its  entire 
height  mud  be  at  lead  ten  times 
greater. 

You  xxvir. 


The  curious  reader  will  alfo,  in 
this  place,  be  led  naturally  to  re¬ 
flect  on  another  circumdance,  which 
appears  very  incompatible  with  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  imagine  land 
to  be  neceffary  for  the  formation  of 
ice  ;  I  mean  the. different  date  of 
the  fea  about  Spitfbergen,  and  to 
the  north  of  Beering’s  Strait.  It  is 
incumbent  on  them  to  explain  how 
it  comes  to  pafs,  that  in  the  former 
quarter,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  much 
known  land,  the  navigator  annually 
penetrates  to  near  So0  north  lati* 
tude ;  whereas,  on  the  other  fide  | 
his  utmod  efforts  have  not  been 
able  to  carry  him  beyond  710 ; 
where,  moreover,  the  continents 
diverge  nearly  ead  and  wed,  and 
where  there  is  no  land  yet  known 
to  exid  near  the  pole.  For  the 
farther  fatisfaCiion  of  the  reader  on 
this  point,  I  diall  beg  leave  to  re-  • 
fer  him  to  Obfervations  made  during 
a  voyage  round  the  world,  by  Dr. 
Fordcr,  where  he  will  find  the 
quedion  of  the  formation  of  ice, 
fully  and  fatisfadorily  difeuffed, 
and  the  probability  of  open  polar 
feas  dilp roved  by  a  variety  of  pow¬ 
erful  arguments. 

I  ftiall  conclude  thefe  remarks 
with  a  fhort  comparative  view  o* 
the  progrefs  we  made  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  at  the  two  different  feafons 
we  were  engaged  in  that  purfuit, 
together  with  a  few  general  obfer- 
vations  relative  to  the  fea,-  and  the 
coad  of  the  two  continents,  which, 
lie  to  the  north  of  Beering’s 
Strait. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  in  the 
year  1778,  we  did  net  meet  with  the 
ice,  till  we  advanced  to  the  latitude 
of  7 og,  on  Augud  17th;  and  that 
then  we  found  it  in  compadl  bodies, 
extending  as  far  as  the  eye  c0u!4 
reach,  and  of  which  a  part  or  the 
M  whole 
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whole  was  moveable,  fince,  by  its 
drifting  down  upon  us,  we  narrowly 
efcaped  being  hemmed  in  between 
it  and  the  land.  After  experienc¬ 
ing  both  how  fruitlefs  and  danger¬ 
ous  it  would  be  to  attempt  to  pene¬ 
trate  farther  north,  between  the  ice 
and  the  land,  we  flood  over  toward 
the  Aiiatic  fide,  between  the  lati¬ 
tude  69°  and  70°,  frequently  en¬ 
countering,  in  this  trad,  large  and 
extenfive  fields  of  ice  ;  and  though, 
by  reaiori  of  the  fogs,  and  thicknefs 
of  the  weather,  we  were  not  able 
abfdluteiy  and  entirely  to  trace  a 
connected  line  of  it  acrofs,  yet  we 
were  lure  to  meet  with  it  before  we 
reached  the  latitude  of  70°,  when¬ 
ever  we  attempted  to  Hand  to  the 
northward.  On  the  26th  of  Au¬ 
guft,  in  latitude  69!°,  and  longi¬ 
tude  184°,  we  were  obftru&ed  by  it 
in  fucjh  quantities,  as  made  it  im- 
polfible  for  us  to  pafs  either  to  the 
north  or  weft,  and  obliged  us  to  run 
along  the  edge  of  it  to  the  fouth 
fouth  weft,  till  we  law  land,  which 
we  afterwards  found  to  be  the  coaft 
of  Afia.  With  the  feafon  thus  far 
advanced,  the  weather  fetting-  in 
with  fnow  and  fleet,  and  other  iigns 
of  approaching  winter,  we  aban¬ 
doned  our  enterprize  for  that 
time. 

I11  this  fecond  attempt,  we  could 
do  little  more  than  confirm  the  ob- 
fervations  we  had  made  in  the  firft  ; 
for  we  were  never  able  to  approach 
the  continent  of  Afia  higher  than  the 
latitude  of  67°,  nor  that  of  America 
in  any  parts,  excepting  a  few 
leagues  between  the  latitude  of 68° 
and  68°  20',  that  were  not  feen  the 
laft  year..  We  were  now  obftru&ed 
by  ice  30  lower,  and  our  endeavours 
to  pufti  farther  to  the  northward, 
were  principally  confined  to  the 
mid-fpace between  .the  two  poafts* 


We  pene.trated  near  30  farther  (5$ 
the  American  fide  than  on  the  Afia- 
tic,  meeting  with  the  ice  both  years 
fooner,  and  in  greater  quantities, 
on  the  latter  coaft.  As  we  advanced 
north,  we  ftill  found  the  ice  more 
compadl  and  folid ;  yet  as,  in  our 
different  traverfes  from  fide  to  fide., 
we  palled  over  fpaces  which  had 
before  been  covered  with  it,  we 
conjectured,  that  moll  of  what  we 
faw  was  moveable.  Its  height,  or* 
a  medium,  we  took  to  be  from  eight 
to  ten  feet,  and  that  of  the  higheft 
to  have  been  fifteen  or  eighteen* 
We  again  tried  the  currents  twice, 
and  found  them  unequal,  but  never 
to  exceed  one  mile  an  hour.  By 
comparing  the  reckoning  with  the 
obfervations,  we  alfo  found  the  cur¬ 
rent  to  fet  different  ways,  yet  more 
from  the  fouth  weft  than  any  other 
quarter ;  but  whatever  their  direc¬ 
tion  might  be,  their  effeCl  was  fo 
trifling,  that  no  conclufions,  re- 
fpeding  the  exiftence  of  any  paifage 
to  the  northward,  could  be  drawn 
from  them.  We  found  the  month  of 
July  to  be  infinitely  colder  than  that 
of  Auguft.  The  thermometer  in 
July  was  once  at  28°,  and  very  com¬ 
monly  at  30°  ;  whereas  the  laft  year, 
in  Auguft,  it  was  very  rare  to  have 
it  fo  low  as  the  freezing  point. 
In  both  feafons,  we  had  fome  high 
winds,  all  of  which  came  from  the 
fouth  weft.  We  were  fubjeCl  to  fogs, 
whenever  the  wind  was  moderate, 
from  whatever  quarter,  but  they 
attended  foutherly  winds  more  con- 
ftantly  than  contrary  ones. 

The  ftraits,  between  the  two  con¬ 
tinents,  at  their  neareft  approach, 
in  latitude  66°,  were  afcertained  to 
be  thirteen  leagues,  beyond  yvhich 
they  diverge  to  north  eaft  by  eali 
and  weft  north  weft  ;  and  in  latitude 
69°,  they  become  14°  of  longitude. 
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©r  about  one  hundred  leagues,  a- 
i  under.  A  great  fimilajrity  is  ©b- 
fervable  in  the  appearance  of  the 
two  countries,  to  the  northward  of 
the  ftraits.  Both  are  deftitute  of 
wood.  The  fhores  are  low,  with 
mountains  rifing  to  a  great  height 
farther  up  the  country.  The  depth 
of  water  in  the  mid-way  between 
them, was  twenty-nine  and  thirty  fa¬ 
thoms,  decreafing  gradually  as  we 
approached  either  continent,  with 
the  difference  of  being  fomevvhat 
Ihoaler  on  the  American  than  on 
the  Afiatic  coaft,  at  the  fame  dis¬ 
tance  from  land.  The  bottom,  in 
the  middle,  was  a  foft  llimy  mud  ; 
and  on  drawing  near  to  either  fhore, 
a  brown  land,  intermixed  with  fmall 
fragments  of  bones,  and  a  few 
fhells.  We  obferved  but  little  tide 
or  current  ;  what  there  was,  came 
from  the  we  ft  ward.” 


Travels  into  Poland,  Ruffia,  Swe¬ 
den,  a?id  Denmark,  &c.  &c.  by 
William  Coxe,  A.  M.,  F.  R.  S. 
Fellcvo  of  King’s  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge;  and  Chaplain  to  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  In 
two  Volumes ,  4  to. 

IN  this  work  Mr.  Coxe  has  en¬ 
tered  at  large  into  the  hiftory, 
the  policy,  the  laws,  and  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  different  kingdoms 
through  which  he  has  travelled.  His 
affiduity  and  his  judgment  in  deriv¬ 
ing  his  information  from  the  beft 
and  moft  refpedtable  authorities, 
render  his  book  of  conftderable  va¬ 
lue.  Lefs  elegant  than  ufeful,  he 
is  fametirnes  entertaining,  but  al- 
moft  always  inftrufUve. 


He  commences  with  Poland,  and 
has  interwoven  into  his  account  of 
that  kingdom,  a  particular  relation 
communicated  to  "him  by  Mr.  Wrax- 
a.11,  of  the  attempt  made  by  the  con¬ 
federates  to  affaffmate  the  prefent 
king,  in  1771  *.  He  afterwards 
gives  a  tolerably  circumifantial,  and 
yet  not  too  diffufive,  an  account  of 
the  government  of  Poland  ;  the 
legiflative  part  thereof  confining  of 
the  king,  the  fenate,  and  the  equef- 
trian  order,  in  a  general  diet  affem- 
bled  ;  the  executive  part,  according 
to  the  new  eftablifhment  made  by 
the  diet  in  1775,  being  veiled  in  the 
permanent  council,  conftituted  from 
the  three  different  eftates  of  the 
king,  fenate,  and  equeftrian  order. 
Of  all  thefe  different  eftates  fepa- 
rately,  of  the  permanent  council, 
its  departments,  and  its  duties,  and. 
of  the  general  diet,  he  fpeaks  fully 
and  diftindlly.  His  account  of  the 
country  itfelf  only  proves  to  us 
how  ill -adapted  and  infufHcient  is 
its  government,  to  overbalance  and 
reftrain  the  oppreiiive,  indolent,  and 
wafting  power  of  its  noble's. 

His  character  of  the  kin?  of  Po- 

o 

land,  Staniflaus  Auguftus,  is  the 
one  generally  adopted  in  favour  of 
that  monarch ;  namely,  that  of  an 
amiable  man,  a  gentleman,  and'  a 
fcholar. 

From  Poland  Mr.  Coxe  proceeds 
to  Rulfia,  and  enters  minutely  into 
fome  particular  periods  of  the  hif¬ 
tory  of  that  kingdom,  concerning 
which  hiftorians  have  not  at  all 
agreed.  The  various  accounts  giv¬ 
en  by  different  authors  of  the  Czar, 
who  reigned  under  the  name  of  De¬ 
metrius,  are  difeuffed  with  great 
judgment  and  penetration  ;  and  the 
different  authorities  concerning  his 


*  See  the  Mhcellaneous  Effaye,  page  97,  where  this  account  is  inferted. 
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identity  being  brought,  as  it  were, 
to  a  focus,  the  reader  is  better  en¬ 
abled  to  form  his  own  determina¬ 
tion  on  the  fubjedl.  Mr.  Coxe  in¬ 
clines  to  think  him  the  real  fon  of 
the  emperor  Ivan  Vaffiliovitch  II. 
With  equal  minutenefs  Mr.  Coxe 
enters  into  the  hillory  of  the  prin- 
eefs  Sophia  Alexiefna,  filler  to  Pe¬ 
ter  the  Great,  and  regent  during 
his  minority,  and  takes  great  pains 
to  do  away  the  different  afperfions 
thrown  upon  her  character  by  a] moll 
all  the  hiftcrians  who  have  treated 
of  that  period. — That  the  princefs 
Sophia  Alexiefna  excluded  Peter 
from  all  lhare  in  the  government  as 
long  as  (he  was  able,  appears  evi¬ 
dently  to  be  the  cafe  ;  that  (he  did  fo 
without  having  recourfe  to  any  pe¬ 
culiar  adls,  either  of  feverity  or  op- 
prelfion  with  refpedl  to  him,  is  as 
evident :  “  when  the  genius  of  Peter 
acquired  the  afcendancy,”  it  is  as 
evident  that  he  did  not  ufe  his  fu- 
periority  over  his  rival  with  equal 
moderation  and  temperance.  Fe¬ 
rocious  and  penetrating,  the  Ihorteft 
way  to  his  objedls,  with  him,  was  al¬ 
ways  the  "bell,  and  once  clearly  fee¬ 
ing  his  way,  he  purfued  it  by  means 
fo  drong,  decifive,  and  powerful,  as 
made  art  and  nice  condudl  unne- 
ceffary  in  their  execution. 

We  cannot  here  help  obferving, 
that  the  regular  difeuffion  of  contro¬ 
verted  and  detached  parts  of  hillory, 
(though  extremely  ufeful  in  itfelf) 
is  but  ill  fubmitted  to  by  readers  of 
travels,  voyages,  and  fuch  like. 
The  mind,  eafily  led  on,  and  inte- 
relled  by  the  force  of  narration  lim¬ 
ply,  is  with  difficulty  led  out  of  its 
road  to  the  confideration  of  any  fpe- 
cific  or  given  fubjedl  of  magnitude. 

*  See  an  extradl  from  this  part  of  Mr, 
Mifcellaneoms  Effays,  page  105. 


But  whatever  is  naturally  and  Inti- 
mately  connected  with  the  narrative, 
neither  branching  out  from,  nor  re  ¬ 
turning  to  it  too  abruptly,  keeps 
the  attention  alive  and  unbroken. 

Peterlburgh  and  its  environs,  the 
different  residences  of  the  prefent 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  her  court,  her 
mode  of  life,  her  bufmefs,  her  plea- 
fures,  and  amufements  *,  are  de- 
feribed  and  treated  in  an  entertain¬ 
ing  and  ealy  manner.  In  the  fe- 
cond  volume  of  his  work,  Mr.  Coxe 
commences  with  relating  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  Revolution  of  1762, 
which  placed  the  prefent  Emprefs 
on  thd  throne  of 'Ruffia,  in  exclu- 
lion  of  her  hufband,  Peter  III.  As 
the  weaknefs  of  his  condudl  ena¬ 
bled  her,  fo  his  ill  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  her,  in  fome  meafure  j uni¬ 
fied  the  Heps  Ihe  took  on  this  occa- 
fion.  If  the  intention  of  imprifon- 
ing  her  can  be  clearly  and  fatisfac- 
torily  brought  home  to  Peter,  the 
condudl  of  the  Emprefs  then  Hands 
in  a  Hill  fairer  light,  and  felf-de- 
fence  may  be  urged  as  her  leading 
motive. 

Here  follows  the  hillory  of  prince 
Ivan,  great  grandfon  of  the  Czar 
Ivan  Alexievitch,  elder  brother  of 
Peter  the  Great.  This  unfortunate 
prince  fucceeded  his  aunt  the  Em¬ 
prefs  Anne,  when  he  was  only  three 
months  old,  and  in  little  more  than 
a  year  afterwards  was  depofed  and 
imprifoned  by  Elizabeth,  together 
with  his  parents,  Anne  of  Meck- 
lenburgh,  and  Anthony  Ulrick, 
prince  of  Brunfwick.  A  prifoner 
from  his  cradle,  he  was  at  lail  kill¬ 
ed  in  his  twenty-third  year  by  the 
officers  who  guarded  him  in  the 
fortrefs  of  Schluffelburgh,  and  who., 
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in  obedience  to  their  orders,  were 
driven  to  that  extremity,  from  an 
attempt  made  by  a  iubaltern  officer 
to  refcue  him  trom  his  confinement, 
and  which  was  upon  the  point  of 
fucceeding. 

We  ffial!  here  lay  before  our 
readers  a  fhort  account  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  Marfhal  Munich,  which  Mr. 
Coxe  has  given  in  the  following 
words : 

f<  Count  Burchard  Chriflopher 
Munich,  fon  of  a  Daniffi  officer,  was 
born  at  New-Huntorf,  in  the  county 
of  Oldenburgh,  on  the  9th  of  May, 
O.  S.  1683.  He  received  an  excel¬ 
lent  education  ;  and,  in  the  17th 
year  of  his  age,  entered  into  the 
fervice  of  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle- 
Darmftadt,  who,  on  account  of  his 
knowledge  in  tactics,  conferred  upon 
4iim  the  rank  o t  captain.  He  ferved 
his  firft  campaign  in  1701,  when  the 
emperor  Jol'eph  commanded  againft 
the  French  ;  and  was  prelent  at  the 
liege  of  Landaw.  In  1705,  he  was 
employed  as  a  major  by  the  Land¬ 
grave  of  HefTe-Caffel ;  and  learned 
the  art  of  war  under  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  and  prince  Eugene. 
He  diftinguifhed  himfelf  for  his 
cool  intrepidity  in  feveral  engage¬ 
ments  and  lieges,  and  particularly 
at  the  battle  of  Malplaquet,  when, 
in  recompence  for  his  bravery,  he 
was  made  lieutenant-colonel.  Be¬ 
ing,  in  1712,  dangerou fly  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Denain,  he  was 
taken  prifoner  by  the  French  ;  and 
foon  after  his  releafe,  in  the  eniuing 
year,  railed  to  the  command  of  a 
regiment. 

lni7i 6,  he  quitted  the  Heffian, 
and  entered  the  Polifh  fervice,  un¬ 
der  Auguitus  II.  and  was  foon  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  major-general ; 
but,  in  1721,  being  infulted  by 
count  Fleming,  the  king’s  favourite. 
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he  went  into  Ruffia,  and  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  moil:  honourable  man¬ 
ner  by  Peter  I.  Being  charged  by 
that  great  monarch  with  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  feveral  important  trulls, 
both  civil  and  military,  he  fuccef- 
fively  filed  the  higheil  pelts  in  the 
army  and  Hate.  He  was  created 
marfhal  by  the  emprefs  Anne,  and 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  war  de¬ 
partment  ;  he  obtained  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  army  againft  the  Turks, 
and  proved  his  military  talents  by 
his  lucceftes  in  the  campaigns  of 
1737  and  1738. 

(<  Soon  after  the  death  of  the  eni- 
prefs,  he  advifed,  planned,  and  ex¬ 
ecuted  the  arreft  of  Biren ;  and  was 
rewarded  by  the  regent  Anne  with 
the.  office  of  prime-minifter.  But  as 
he  was  difeontented  at  not  being 
appointed  generaliffimo,  and  as  his 
power  and  ambition  gave  umbrage 
to  the  court,  he  requefted  permif- 
fion  to  refign  his  employments,  and 
was  altonilhed  at  the  readinefs  with 
which  his  requeft  was  granted.  In- 
Head  of  repairing  to  the  Pruffian 
court,  to  which  he  was  ftrongly  in¬ 
vited,  he  imprudently  remained  in 
Ruffia,  flattering  himfelf  with  the 
hopes  of  being  reinflated  in  his  for¬ 
mer  dignity  ;  and  was  arrelled  on 
the  6th  of  December  1741,  by  or¬ 
der  of  Elizabeth.  The  oftenlible 
reafon  of  his  difgrace  was,  that  he 
had  perfuaded  the  emprefs  Anne  to 
nominate  Ivan  her  fucceftor  ;  but 
the  real  caufe,  as  1  was  informed  by 
a  perfon  of  veracity,  who  received 
it  from  count  Munich  himfelf,  was 
that,  by  order  of  that  emprefs,  he 
had  taken  into  cuftody  one  of  Eli¬ 
zabeth’s  favourites. 

“  Munich  was  brought  before  a 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
ftate-prifoners ;  being  fatigued  with 
repeated  queftions,  and  perceiving 
M  3  that 
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that  his  judges  were  determined  to 
find  him  guilty,  he  {aid  to  them, 

*  Dictate  the  anfwers  which  you. 
with  me  to  make,  and  I  will  fign 
them/  The  judges  immediately 
wrote  down  a  confeliion  of  feveral 
charges,  which  being  fubfcribed  by 
Munich,  his  mock-trial  was  con¬ 
cluded.  Beinp-  thus  without  fur- 
ther  ceremony  convicted  of  high 
treason,  he  was  condemned  to  be 
quartered  ;  but  his  lenience  was 
changed  by  Elizabeth  to  perpetual 
imprifonment.  During  that  em- 
prefs’s  reign,  namely,  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty  years,  he  was  confined  at 
Pelim  in  Siberia,  in  an  oflrog,  or 
prifon,  furrounded  with  palifadoes, 
of  which,  according  to  Manitein,  he 
had  himfelf  drawn  the  plan,  and 
Ordered  to  be  conftruCted  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  Biren.  The  place  of 
his  imprifonment  was  an  area  en- 
clofed  with  high  palifadoes  about 
170  feet  fquare  ;  within  which  was 
a  wooden-houfe,  inhabited  by  him¬ 
felf,  his  wife,  and  a  few  fervants  ; 
and  a  fmall  garden,  which  he  culti¬ 
vated  with  his  own  hands.  He  re¬ 
ceived  a  daily  allowance  of  12  s.  for 
the  maintenance  of  himfelf,  his 
wife,  and  domeftics-;  which  little 
pittance  he  increafed  by  keeping 
cows,  and  felling  part  of  their  milk, 
and  by  occasionally  inftruCting  youth 
in  geometry  and  engineering.  He 
behaved,  during  his  long  confine¬ 
ment,  with  the  utmoft  refignation, 
tranquillity,  and  even  cheerfulnefs. 
He  was  accitfiomed  every  day  at 
dinner  to  drink  to  his  wife  a  happy 
return  to  Peter  [burgh/*  He  had 
prayers  twice  a  day,  from  eleven  to 
twelve  in  the  morning,  and  from  fix 
to  feven  in  the  evening :  they  were 
read  in  the  German  tongue  by  his 
chaplain  Martens  ;  and,  after  his 
death,  which  happened  in  1749,  the 


count  himfelf  performed  the  fervice. 
Belide  the  culture  of  his  garden* 
and  the  hours  he  puffed  in  giving 
inffruCtion,  he  found  fufiicient  lei- 
fure  for  compofing  hymns,  for  tranf- 
lating  feveral  pfalms  and  prayers 
into  German  verfe,  and  for  writing 
a  treatife  upon  the  art  of  war  :  the 
latter  he  propofed,  if  ever  he  fhould 
be  releafed  from  his  confinement, 
to  prefent  to  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
In  the  laft  year  of  his  imprifonment, 
a  centinel  informing  again  ft  Mu¬ 
nich’s  fervants  for  lhpplying  him 
with  pens  and  paper,  the  count,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  difeovery,  was 
obliged  to  deflroy  all  his  writings, 
the  amufement  and  labours  of  10 
many  years. 

c?He  had  always  fupported  himfelf 
with  the  expectation  of  recovering 
his  liberty  at  the  acceffion  of  Pe¬ 
ter  III.  ;  but  he  was  no  fooner  in¬ 
formed  of  that  event,  than,  with  the 
agitation  natural  to  a  perfon  in  his 
hate,  he  began  to  dread  that  his 
expe&ation  was  ill-founded.  He 
fuffered  during  feveral  weeks  the 
moil  alarming  anxiety,  perpetually 
fluctuated  between  hope  and  fear  ; 
and  was  often  heard  to  declare,  that 
thefe  few  weeks  appeared  to  him 
much  longer  than  all  the  former 
years  of  his  confinement.  At  length, 
on  the  morning  of  the  1  ith  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  1 762,  the  long-expeCled  mef- 
fenger  arrived  from  Peterfburgh, 
with  the  order  for  his  releale.  Mu¬ 
nich,  who  happened  to  be  engaged 
in  his  prayers,  did  not  perceive  him ; 
and  his  wife  made  figns  to  the  mel- 
fenger  not  to  difiurb  him.  Upon 
being  informed  of  his  recall,  he 
was  fo  affeCted  as  to  faint  away  ; 
but  foon  recovering,  he  fell  down 
upon  his  knees/and  in  the  moil 
fervent  manner  offered  up  his  thanks 
far  this  change  in  his  fituation.  On 
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the  19th*  he  departed  from  Pelim, 
and  arrived  at  Peterfburgh  on  the 
24th  of  March,  in  the  fame  lheep- 
ikin  drefs  which  he  had  worn  in  his 
prifon.  On  the  3 1  ft,  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  an  audience  by  the  em¬ 
peror  :  Peter,  after  hanging  round 
his  neck  the  order  of  St.  Andrew, 
and  reftoring  him  to  his  ancient 
rank,  laid  to  him,  ‘  1  hope  that 
your  advanced  age  will  kill  permit 

you  to  ferve  me.’ - ‘  Since  your 

inajcfly,’  replied  the  count  at  the 
conclufion  of  a  long  fpeech,  ‘  has 
railed  me  from  darknefs  into  light, 
and  recalled  me  from  Siberia  to 
prcllrate  myfelf  before  your  throne ; 

I  fhali  always  be  moli  willing  to 
expofe  my  life  in  your  fervice. 
Neither  a  long  banifhment  from  the 
throne  of  majelfy,  nor  the  climate 
of  Siberia,  have  been  able  to  damp, 
i  n  the  fmalleft  degree,  that  fire  which 
formerly  fhone  with  filch  luftre  for 
the  interefts  of  the  Ruffian  empire, 
and  the  glory  of  its  fovereign.’ 

“  Munich  enjoyed  the  favour  and 
protection  of  Peter  III.  and  Catha¬ 
rine  II.  ;  and  died  on  the  16th  of 
October  1763,  in  the  85th  year  of 
his  age.” 

After  having  given  an  account 
of  the  rebellion  of  the  impollor  Pu- 
gatchef,  who  affumed  the  name  of 
Peter  III.  his  defeat  and  fubfequent 
execution,  Mr.  Coxe  returns  to  the 
prefent  Hate  of  Ruffia,  and  gives 
us  an  exaCt  and  particular  detail  of 
its  penal  laws  *,  punifhments,  and 
the  outlines  of  its  prefent  jurifpru- 
dence.  In  treating  of  thefe  fub- 
jeCts,  he  pays  that  tribute  of  ap- 
plaufe  to  her  imperial  majefty, 
which  is  fo  juftly  due  to  her  conduCt. 
The  different  daffies  of  the  inhabi- 

*  See  extracts  from  this  part  of  Mi;, 
laneous  Elfays. 


tants  of  Ruifia,  divided  into  four 
orders,  viz.  the  nobles,  the  clergy, 
the  merchants  and  burghers,  and 
the  peafants,  come  next  into  confi- 
deration  ;  and  afterwards  the  flate  of 
learning  in  R.uffia,  including  poe¬ 
try  and  hiftory,  with  a  minute  ac¬ 
count  of  the  two  refpeCtive  acade¬ 
mies  of  arts  and  fciences  (the  firft 
initituted  by  the  emprefs  Elizabeth, 
the  latter  by  Peter  the  Great)  ;  the 
Hate  of  the  revenues,  of  the  army, 
of  the  navy,  and  of  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  concludes  what  is 
faid  of  Ruffia. — To  enter  particu¬ 
larly  into  the  different  above-men¬ 
tioned  fubjeCts  treated  of  by  Mr, 
Coxe,  is  far  from  being  within  the 
limits  of  our  work  ;  but  let  it  fuffice 
to  fay,  that  they  contain  much  mi¬ 
nute,  extenfive,  and  authentic  infor¬ 
mation. 

From  Ruffia,  Mr.  Coxe  proceeds 
through  Finland  into  Sweden  :  his 
defcription  of  Stockholm,  and  of 
its  fituation,  we  fliall  lay  before  our 
readers. 

“  During  the  courfe  of  my  travels, 
I  have  feen  no  town  with,  whofe  fi¬ 
tuation  I  was  fo  much  ftruck  as  with 
that  of  Stockholm,  for  its  lingular 
and  romantick  fcenery.  This  ca¬ 
pital,  which  is  very  long  and  irre^ 
gular,  occupies,  befide  two  penin- 
fulas,  feven  fmall  rocky  iflands, 
fcattered  in  the  Maeler,  in  the 
ftreams  which  iffue  from  that  lake, 
and  in  a  bay  of  the  gulf  of  Bothnia, 
A  variety  of  contrafted  and  enchant¬ 
ing  views  are  formed  by  numberlefs 
rocks  of  granite  rifing  boldly  from 
the  furface  of  the  water,  partly  bare 
and  craggy,  partly  dotted  with 
houfes,  or  feathered  with  wood. 
The  harbour  is  an  inlet  of  the  Bal- 

Coxo’s  Travels,  page  119,  in  the  Mifcel- 

M  4*  tic  : 
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tic :  the  water  is  clear  as  crydal, 
and  of  fuch  depth  that  fhips  of  the 
largeft  burthen  can  approach  the 
quay-,  which  is  of  coniiderable 
breadth,  and  lined  with  fpacious 
buildings  and  warehoufes.  At  the 
extremity  of  the  harbour  feveral 
ffreets  rile  one  above  another  in  the 
form  of  an  amphitheatre  ;  and  the 
palace,  a  magnificent  building, 
crowns  the  fummit.  Towards  the 
fea,  about  two  or  three  miles  from 
the  town,  the  harbour  is  contracted 
into  a  narrow  draff,  and,  winding 
among  high  rocks,  difappears  from 
the  fight ;  and  the  profpeft  is  ter¬ 
minated  by  didant  hills,  overfpread 
with  foreft.  It  is  far  beyond  the 
power  of  words,  or  of  the  pencil,  to 
delineate  thefe  fingular  views.  The 
central  illand,  from  which  the  city 
derives  its  name,  and  the  Ritter- 
holm,  are  the  handfomed  parts  of 
the  town. 

“  Excepting  in  the  fuburbs, 
where  the  houfes  are  of  wood  paint¬ 
ed  red,  the  generality  of  the  build¬ 
ings  are  of  done,  or  brick  duccoed 
white.  The  royal  palace,  which 
Hands  in  the  center  of  Stockholm, 
and  upon  the  higheft  fpot  of  ground, 
was  begun  by  Charles  XI. :  it  is  a 
large  quadrangular  Hone  edifice, 
and  the  fiyle  of  architecture  is  both 
elegant  and  magnificent.” 

The  chapter  relative  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  government  of  Sweden,  as  fet- 
tied  by  the  revolution  in  1772,  is 
well  written  ;  it  gives  due  praife  to, 
and  in  general  coincides  with,  what 
Mr.  Sheridan,  formerly  fecretary 
to  the  Britilh  envoy  at  Stockholm, 
has  written  on  that  fubjedl,  but  dif¬ 
fers  with  him  on  the  general  con- 
clufions  which  that  gentleman  has 
drawn,  refpe&ing  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den’s  unlimited  authority.  This 
point  Mr.  Coxe  has  difeuffed  fairly 


and  accurately,  and  certainly  has 
clearly  fhewn,  that  although  the 
executive  power  is  in  edeCt  lodged 
in  the  king  alone,  yet  the  legifiative 
is  not,  but  in  him  jointly  with  the 
Hates. 

The  Hates  confifl  of  the  four 
houfes:  iH.  of  nobles,  2d.  of  the 
clergy,  3d.  of  citizens,  and  4th 
of  peafantss  of  each  of  thefe  re- 
fpeCtively,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  reprefented,  Mr.  Coxe  has 
given  a  didinft  and  accurate  ac¬ 
count. 

The  prerogatives  of  the  king  of 
Sweden  are  certainly  of  fo  extenlive 
and  pervading  a  nature,  as  to  leave 
the  legidative  authority  but  little 
room  for  aftion  ;  and  in  proportion 
as  the  laws  and  regulations,  as  fet¬ 
tled  at  the  revolution  in  1772,  are 
adequate  to  the  purpofes  of  govern¬ 
ment,  the  legifiative  authority  be¬ 
comes  of  lefs  account ;  but  whenever 
it  fhould  be  neceHary  to  add,  or 
amend  the  laws  and  regulations  now 
in  force,  to  alter  old  taxes,  or  pro- 
pofe  new  ones  (and  upon  other  oc- 
cafions),  the  fupreme  legifiative 
authority  muH  certainly  interpofe  ; 
and  perhaps  no  fyltem  of  legiflation 
can  ever  long  remain  without  the 
neceHary  intervention  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  to  abrogate  or  amend  its 
own  laws,  and  to  fupply  new 
ones. 

Mr.  Coxe  has  given  a  very  full 
and  circumHantial  account  of  the 
univerfity  of  Upfala  (formerly  the 
metropolis  of  Sweden,  and  the 
royal  refidence)  of  its  ftudents,  its 
curiofities,  its  regulations,  and  the 
characters  of  the  different  kings  of 
Sweden  who  lie  buried  there.  In 
addition  to  his  account  of  the  uni¬ 
verfity,  he  has  added  biographical, 
memoirs,  and  remarks  on  the  writ¬ 
ings,  of  ibme  of  its  mod  celebrated. 
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profefiors,  viz.  of  Linnaeus,  Walle- 
rius,  Cronitedt,  and  Bergman.  The 
chapter  which  fpeaks  of  the  three 
lail  of  the  above  perfons,  is  a  com¬ 
munication  of  Dr.  Pulteney’sto  the 
author. 

An  accurate  defcription,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  chart,  is  given  of  the 
inland  navigation  of  Sweden,  in 
which  is  explained  the  projects  form¬ 
ed  for  a  regular  jundtion  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  lakes  and  rivers  with  the  Ger¬ 
man  ocean  ;  Hating  how  far,  and 
by  what  means,  they  have  been  car¬ 
ried  into  execution. 

Our  author  concludes  with  Den¬ 
mark  ;  and  although  comparatively 
but  a  fmall  portion  of  his  work  is 
allotted  to  this  lad  object  of  his  tra¬ 
vels,  yet  it  includes  a  variety  of 
matter.  In  fpeaking  of  the  palace 
of  Cronborg,  at  Elfinoor,  where  the 
late  queen  Matilda  was  imprifoned, 
he  takes  occafion  to  relate  an  inte- 
reding  and  affeding  anecdote  of  that 
unfortunate  princefs  :  “  In  this  pa¬ 
lace  (fays  he)  was  imprifoned  the 
late  unfortunate  queen  Matilda. 
During  her  confinement  fhe  inha¬ 
bited  the  governor’s  apartment, 
and  had  permiflion  to  walk  upon  the 
dde-batteries,  or  upon  the  leads  of 
the  tower.  She  was  uncertain  of 
the  fate  that  awaited  her  ;  and  had 
great  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the 
party  which  had  occafioned  her  ar- 
red  meditated  dill  more  violent 
meafures.  When  the  Englifh  mi¬ 
ni  der  at  Copenhagen  brought  an 
order  for  her  enlargement,  which  he 
had  obtained  by  his  fpirited  con- 
dud,  fhe  was  fo  furprized  with  the 
unexpeded  intelligence,  that  die 
indantly  burd  into  a  flood  of  tears, 
embraced  him  in  a  tranfport  of  joy, 
and  called  him  her  deliverer.  After 
a  fhort  conference,  the  minider  pro- 
poled,  that  her  majed.y  diould  int- 
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mediately  embark  on  board  of  a 
diip  that  was  waiting  to  carry  her 
from  a  kingdom,  in  which  fhe  had 
experienced  fuch  a  train  of  misfor¬ 
tunes.  But,  however  anxious  die 
was  to  depart,  one  circumdance 
checked  the  excefs  of  her  joy  :  a 
few  months  before  her  imprifon- 
ment,  fhe  had  been  delivered  of  a 
princefs,  whom  die  fuckled  herfelf. 
The  rearing  of  this  child  had  been 
her  only  comfort ;  and  die  had  con¬ 
ceived  a  more  than  parental  attach¬ 
ment  to  it,  from  its  having  been  the 
v  condant  companion  of  her  mifery. 
The  infant  wras  at  that  period  af- 
flifled  with  the  meades  ;  and,  hav¬ 
ing  nurfed  it  with  unceafing  folici- 
tude,  fhe  was  delirous  of  continuing 
her  attention  and  care.  All  thefe 
circumdances  had  fo  endeared  the 
child  to  bar,  rendered  more  fuf- 
ceptible  of  tendernefs  in  a  prifon 
than  in  a  court,  that  when  an  order 
for  detaining  the  young  princefs  was 
intimated  to  her,  die  teftified  the 
dronged  emotions  of  grief,  and 
could  not,  for  fome  time,  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  bid  a  final  adieu. 
At  length,  after  bellowing  repeated 
caredes  upon  this  darling  objeft  of 
her  affe&ion,  die  retired  to  the  vef- 
fel  in  an  agony  of  defpair.  She 
remained  upon  deck,  her  eyes  im- 
moveably  direfled  towards  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  Cronborg,  which  contained 
her  child,  that  had  been  fo  long  her 
only  comfort,  until  darknefs  inter¬ 
cepted  the  view.  The  veffel  hav¬ 
ing  made  but  little  way  during 
night,  at  day-break  die  obferved 
with  fond  fatisfa&ion  that  the  pa¬ 
lace  was  dill  vifible ;  and  could  not 
be  perfuaded  to  enter  the  cabin  as 
long  as  fhe  could  difcover  the  faint¬ 
ed  giimpfe  of  the  battlements. 

It  is  well  known  that  her  majedy 
redded  at  Zell,  where  fhe  was  car¬ 
ried 
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Tied  off,  by  a  fcarlct  fever,  in  the 
Sixteenth  day  of  her  illnefs. 

Queen  Matilda  was  naturally  of 
a  lively  difpobtion,  until  her  mis¬ 
fortunes  brought  on  a  fettled  melan¬ 
choly,  which  preyed  upon  her  mind. 
In  company  die  endeavoured  to  dif- 
femble  her  forrows,  and  aflame  a 
cheerful nefs  to  which  her  heart  was 
a  dranger.  She  became  extremely 
fond  of  folitude  ;  and,  when  alone, 
indulged  her  grief  in  the  moft  bitter 
lamentations.  She  retained,  to  her 
lad  moments,  the  moil  unaffected 
'attachment  to  her  children  in  Den¬ 
mark  :  with  all  the  anxiety  of  a  pa¬ 
rent  file  made  repeated  enquiries 
after  them,  and  was  delighted  with 
receiving  the  minuted  accounts  of 
their  health,  amufements,  and  edu¬ 
cation.  Having  obtained  their  por¬ 
traits  from  Copenhagen,  fhe  placed 
them  in  her  mod  retired  apartment, 
often  apodrophized  them  as  if  they 
were  prefent  and  addreffed  them 
in  the  tendered  manner.” 

The  revolution  of  1660,  which 
changed  the  conditution  of  Den¬ 
mark,  from  an  elective  and  limited, 
to  an  abfolute  and  hereditary, 
monarchy,  is  detailed  at  large ; 
and  a  fuccinCt  account  givpn  of 
its  population,  finances,  army, 
navy,  and  clergy.  Mr.  Coxe  has 
alfo  taken  a  review  of  the  date 
csf  Danifh  literature,  under  which 
head  the  Icelandic  writers  in  former 
ages  made  a  confiderable  figure. 
The  peculiar  bent  and  genius  of  the 
various  Danifh  authors,  which  are 
bow  extant,  and  worthy  of  our  ad¬ 
miration,  feem  chiefly  to  turn  upon 
hidory,  natural  hiftory,  and  anti¬ 
quity. 

The  intended  inland  navigation, 
from  the  Baltic  into  the  German 
ocean,  acrofs  the  dutchy  of  Holdein, 


by  the  canal  of  Kiel,  and  the  river 
Eyder,  of  which  Mr.  Coxe  has  giv¬ 
en  an  engraving,  and  an  accurate 
defeription,  is  a  work  of  the  great - 
ed  importance  ;  to  ufe  his  own 
words — ■“  The  utility  of  this  im¬ 
portant  undertaking  will  be  evident 
from  a  mere  infpedtion  of  the  map 
of  Denmark.  At  prefent  even  the 
dualled  vefTels,  trading  from  any 
part  of  the  Danifh  dominions  in  the 
Baltic  to  the  Northern  Sea,  mud 
make  a  circuit  round  the  extremity 
of  Jutland,  and  are  liable  to  be  de¬ 
tained  by  oppofite  winds.  This 
navigation  is  fb  tedious,  that  goods 
(hipped  at  Copenhagen  for  Ham¬ 
burgh  are  not  unufually  fent  by  fea 
only  to  Lubeck,  and  from  thence 
by  land  to  Hamburgh.  But  the 
completion  of  this  canal  will  enable 
veffels  of  a  certain  burden  to  pafs 
immediately  from  the  Baltic  into 
the  German  ocean  ;  proceed  with¬ 
out  unlading  to  Hamburgh  ;  or  fail 
to  Holland,  which,  in  times  of  war, 
receives  great  fupplies  of  fugar,  and 
other  Wed  Indian  commodities^ 
from  Denmark. 


travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  by  Henry 
Swinburne,  Efq.  in  the  years  1777, 
1778,  17795  and  1780.  In  t'~iv& 
<vols.  4 to. 

i^HESE  Travels  have  undoubt- 
edly  a  confiderable  degree  of 
merit,  and.  prove  the  author  to  be  a 
man  of  letters  and  of  information. 
A  fubj eft  which  has  fo  much,  and 
for  fo  long  time,  as  Italy,  attracted 
the  attention  and  labours  of  the 
learned  in  all  branches,  and  of  all 
denominations,  requires  more  than 
ordinary  obfervation  and  talents  to 
make  new,  defired,  and  valuable  to 
the  world. 


*  I  received  this  anecdote  from  a 
heard  this  affecting 


perfon  at  Zell,  who  had  more  than  once  over- 


Iq 
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In  the  courfe  of  his  account  of  the 
prefent  Hate  of  theTwo  Sicilies,  Mr. 
Swinburne  frequently  and  happily 
enough  inferts  as  well  the  ancient 
and  claflical,  as  the  more  modern 
hiflory  of  the  feveral  places  which 
fall  under  his  obfervation.  This 
mode  of  writing  is  peculiarly  well 
adapted,  and  congenial  to  the  coun¬ 
try  treated  of,  which  continually  re¬ 
calls  to  our  memory  feenes  embel- 
li filed,  adorned,  and  rendered  me¬ 
morable,  in  the  works  of  the  ancient 
poets  and  hiflorians. 

The  author  commences  his  Tra¬ 
vels  from  Naples  ;  of  which  city, 
and  of  the  charadter  and  manners 
of  its  inhabitants,  an  account  may 
be  feen  in  an  extradl  from  this  work, 
in  the  Annual  Regifter  for  1782, 
and  which  feems  to  be  drawn  from 
a  more  minute  attention  to  the  real 
difpofitions  of  the  people,  than  is 
generally  to  be  met  with  in  the 
writers  of  travels. 

From  Naples  Mr.  Swinburne  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  Taranto,  the  Tarentum  of 
the  ancients.  The  relation  of  this 
journey  is  interfperfed  with  a  variety 
of  clafiical  and  hiftorical  remarks, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  contains  a 
confiderable  degree  of  information 
relative  to  the  prefent  Hate  of  the 
country  ;  a  few  extracts  of  this  lat¬ 
ter  fpecies,  with  relpecl  to  Taran¬ 
to*,  its  environs,  and  inhabitants, 
we  fhall  lay  before  our  readers. 
On  his  approach  to  Taranto,  he 
fays — 

I  next  reached  a  delicious  vale, 

.  •  '  <  ’  '  V  '  »  >  * 


called  Le  Citrezzef ,  where  a  Hream 
rifes  in  abafon  about  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  fea.  The  waters  oc- 
cafion  a  perpetual  verdure  in  the 
meadows,  and  groves  of  aged  olive 
trees  defend  them  from  the  fcorch- 
ing  ray,  and  from  all  winds  but  the 
foft  zephyrs  that  play  upon  the  fur- 
face  or  the  Mare  Piccolo.  I  alight¬ 
ed  to  enjoy  the  charms  of  this  fweet 
fequeflered  fpet,  and  while  my  eyes 
ranged  over  the  beautiful  landfcape, 
fuffered  my  imagination  to  wander 
into  a  chain  of  melancholy  reflec¬ 
tions  on  the  general  vicifiitudes  in 
the  fate  of  empires,  and  on  the  def- 
tiny  of  Taranto  in  particular.  All 
was  then  Hill  in  that  port,  whera 
the  trading  vefiels  of  half  the  world 
rendezvouied.  One  fmgle  frilling- 
boat  diiiurbed  the  bofom  of  thofe 
waters,  where  the  mighty  navy  of 
Carthage  once  difplayed  its  flag. 
Of  all  the  temples,  gymnafia,  thea¬ 
tres,  and  other  monuments  of  glory 
and  opulence,  not  fo  much  as  a  fin- 
gle  column  rifes  upon  the  hill  where 
Tarentum  once  Hood  :  the  paultry 
buildings  of  fome  mean  convents, 
inhabited  by  the  moH  infignificanfc 
of  friars,  mark  its  ancient  fituation  ; 
while  the  modern  city,  crowded  into 
a  narrow  ifland,  holds  the  place  of 
the  old  citadel,  and  Hill  refembles 
a  fortrefs  more  than  an  emporium 
of  trade.  But  in  defpite  of  this 
change  in  its  fortunes,  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  Taranto  is  replete  with  won¬ 
derful  beauties.  At  my  feet,  the 

»  * 

Mare  Piccolo  rolled  its  gentle 


*  An  account  of  the  Mare  Piccolo  in  the  Bay  of  Taranto,  of  its  fhell  fifh,  of  the 
Pinna  Marina,  and  of  the  Tarantula,  may  be  feen  in  the  Ann.  Reg.  for  1782. 

-f  The  Tarentines  call  this  the  Galefus ;  D’Anville  and  Zannoni  give  thail: 
name  to  a  river  that  difeharges  itfelf  into  the  Mare  Grande.  The  fpring  of  the 
Citrezze  is  deep,  and  therefore  anfwers  Virgil’s  epithet  of  black.  The  very 
little  extent  of  its  courfe  correfponds  with  the  ancient  opinion  of  its  being  the 
fhorteH  of  all  rivers;  but  Hill  I  cannot  underHand  how  fo  trifling  a  rill  could  be 
dpemed  a  river,  and  be  called  Eurotas  by  the  Parthenii,  from  its  refemblance  to  the 
river  of  Lacedemon ;  or  how  numerous  flocks  could  wantjpr  on  its  banks,  and 
^/allied  in  its  waters. 

waves*’ 
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waves,  firetching  from  eaft  to  well, 
in  the  fhape  of  an  oval  lake,  divided 
into  two  unequal  bays  by  a  narrow 
promontory  ;  olive  woods  clothe  the 
fore-ground  on  both  fides,  and  the 
oppofite  hills  appear  rich  in  or¬ 
chards  and  corn-fields.  Over  the 
city,  the  Mare  Grande,  or  outer 
port,  fome  fhips  at  anchor,  iflands, 
capes ;  and  behind  all,  the  blue 
mountains  of  Bafilicata  complete  the 
profpeft,  A  long  bridge  of  feven 
arches  joins  the  city  to  the  conti¬ 
nent  on  the  north  fide  ;  through 
them  the  tide  flows  with  great  im- 
petuofity,  and  nothing  now  but  fmall 
boats  can  be  admitted  by  this  paf- 
fage,  which  was  formerly  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  harbour.  But  even  in 
the  time  of  the  Romans,  I  think  it 
evident  from  what  Appian  fays,  that 
there  were  drawbridges,  by  which 
the  garrifon  of  the  citadel  preferred 
sl  command  over  the  veffels  in  port. 
Had  the  moutli  been  quite  free,  the 
Tarentine  fleet  in  the  fecond  Punic 
war  could  not  have  been  fo  com¬ 
pletely  blocked  up,  as  to  render  all 
attempts  to  break  through  utterly 
fruitlefs.  At  each  arch  is  fixed  a 
frame  for  hanging  nets  to  intercept 
iifh  as  they  run  up  into  the  little 
lea  with  the  flow,  or  fall  back  with 
the  ebb ;  and  upon  this  bridge  is 
carried  the  aqueduft  that  fupplies 
the  town  with  water. 

“  Tolita  king  of  the  Goths  is  faid 
to  have  been  the  firft  that  erected 
an  aqueduft  on  this  north  fide ; 
others  attribute  it  to  the  Emperor 
Nicephorus.  It  was  built  in  the 
prefent  form  and  direction  in  1543. 
The  fources  lie  twelve  miles  diflant 
from  Taranto,  in  the  mountains  of 
Martina,  where  many  grooves  and 
cuts  in  the  heart  of  the  rock  collect 
the  ftraggling  rills  and  filtrations, 
and  bring  them  together  at  a  fpot 


called  Valdenza  ;  from  thence  the 
waters  run  to  Triglio,  where  they 
fall  into  immenfe  refervoirs,  and 
then  pafs  under  ground  to  the  deep 
ciflerns  at  Tremiti.  At  La  Follia 
they  rife  to  day,  and  keep  an  open 
courfe  for  feven  miles,  till  they  en¬ 
ter  an  arcade  of  two  hundred  and 
three  arches,  in  very  bad  repair, 
overgrown  with  ivy,  and  oozing  at 
every  joint ;  the  water  is  conveyed 
through  hollow  flones,  each  of  which 
has  a  fpout  that  fits  into  the  next. 

((  The  fhape  of  Taranto  has  been 
likened  to  that  of  a  fhip  ;  of  which 
the  caftle  at  the  call  end  reprefents 
the  item,  the  great  church  the  maft, 
the  tower  of  Raymond  Orfini  the 
bowfprit,  and  the  bridge  the  cable. 
It  hands  upon  the  fite  of  the  ancient 
fortrefs,  but  I  believe  occupies  ra¬ 
ther  more  room  :  it  was  formerly 
joined  to  the  continent  by  a  narrow 
neck  of  fand,  which  occafioned  Wil¬ 
liam  of  Puglia  to  fay.  That  Taren- 
turn  would  be  an  ifland,  but  for  a 
fmall  rifing  ground, 

Infula  mox  fieret  modicus  ni  collis  adeiFet# 

<c  Ferdinand  the  Firfl  being  appre- 
henfive  of  an  attack  from  the  Turks, 
ordered  the  iflhmus  to  be  cut  through, 
and  the  fea  to  be  let  in.  Philip  the 
Second  caufed  the  paffage  to  be 
widened  and  deepened  fo  as  to  ad¬ 
mit  veffels ;  but  it  was  afterwards 
choaked  up  with  fand  and  filth,  and, 
by  the  flagnation  of  its  waters,  be¬ 
came  a  great  nuifance.  The  air  of 
Taranto  was  grievoufly  affefled  by 
it  till  1755,  when  it  was  again 
cleared  out  by  the  king’s  directions. 
The  flreets  are  remarkably  dirty 
and  narrow,  efpecially  the  Marina, 
which  runs  along  the  Mare  Piccolo, 
and  is,  without  difpute,  the  jnoft 
difgultful  habitation  of  human  be¬ 
ings  in  Europe,  except,  perhaps. 


ACCOUNT 

the  Jewifh  Ghetto  at  Pvome.  The 

onlv  tolerable  ftreet  is  a  terrace 
* 

above  the  fleep  rocks  that  hang 
over  the  Mare  Grande,  and  prevent 
all  accefs  on  that  quarter.  The 
cathedral,  dedicated  to  Saint  Ca- 
•taldus,  whom  the  legend  calls  a 
native  of  Raphoe  in  Ireland,  has 
little  merit:  it  is  a  melancholy  con- 
flderation,  that  the  chapel  of  the 
patron  has  been  decorated  at  the 
expence  of  almoil  every  monument 
of  the  ancient  city.  The  granite 
columns,  taken  from  its  ruinated 
fanes,  are  aukwardly  crouded  under 
the  ill-proportioned  roof  of  this 
church.  The  fquare  near  the  bridge 
is  the  only  opening  of  any  extent, 
and  the  general  refort  of  the  citizens 
in  fummer,  when  they  fit  round  the 
fountain  to  enjoy  the  foft  evening 
breeze,  and  refrefh  themfelves  with 
the  fanning  of  the  balmy  air.  But 
modern  Taranto  cannot  boaft  of  that 
degree  of  falubrity  at  all  feafons, 
which  rendered  the  ancient  city  the 
delight  of  voluptuaries  and  valetu¬ 
dinarians.  A  failure  of  cultivation, 
and  of  attention  towards  keeping 
the  paffages  for  water  free,  caufes 
fome  degree  of  malignity  in  its  cli¬ 
mate  during  the  hot  months  ;  but 
there  is  great  reafon  to  hope  thefe 
inconveniencies  will  be  removed  by 
the  patriotic  and  judicious  endea¬ 
vours  of  the  prefent  archbifhop  Mon- 
fignor  Joleph  Capecelatro,  who  has 
abandoned  the  road  that  leads  to 
the  purple,  and  other  objects  of  ec- 
clefiaftical  ambition,  in  order  to 
devote  his  life  and  talents  to  the 
welfare  of  his  flock,  and  the  im¬ 
provement  of  his  native  country. 

“  I  was  lodged  at  the  Celefline 
convent,  a  neat  houfe,  built  upon 
the  ruins  of  a  temple.  The  prior 
received  me  with  great  politenefs, 
and  at  fupper  treated  me  with  the 
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moil  varied  fcrvice  of  fhell-fifh  ^ 
ever  fat  down  to.  There  w'ere  no 
lefs  than  fifteen  forts,  all  extremely 
fat  and  favoury  ;  efpecially  a  fmall 
fpecies  of  inufcle,  the  fhell  of  which 
is  covered  with  a  velvet  fhag,  and 
both  iniide  and  outlide  is  tinged 
with  the  richell  violet-  colour.  I 
tailed  of  all,  and  ate  plentifully  of 
feveral  forts,  without  experiencing 
the  leail  difficulty  in  the  dige^lion.,, 

His  character  of  the  inhabitants 
is  as  follows  : 

<f  The  inhabitants  negle#  the 
culture  of  their  fields,  and  turn  all 
their  attention  to  fithing  ;  a  profef- 
fion  hampered  with  fewer  incum¬ 
brances,  lefs  continual  labour,  and 
affording  greater  certainty  of  fuc- 
cefs.  Their  lands  are  cultivated, 
their  corn  reaped,  by  Calabrians; 
their  paflures  covered  with  Abruz- 
zefe  fheep  and  fhepherds ;  while  the 
modern  Tarentines,  as  much  at  leail 
as  their  poverty  will  allow  them, 
feem  to  copy  the  gentle,  indolent 
manners  of  their  forefathers,  citi¬ 
zens  of  Molle  Tarentum .  They  are 
ftill  paffionately  fond  of  amufements, 
and  eager  only  in  the  purfurt  of 
pleafure.  Their  addrefs  is  affable, 
andpleafmg  to  Grangers ;  their  pro¬ 
nunciation  lifping,  and  fofter  than 
that  of  the  natives  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  provinces.  Here  women 
bring  forth  children  with  little  dif¬ 
ficulty  ;  and  treat  as  a  flight  incon¬ 
venience  thofe  dangers  and  pains, 
which  arefo  dreadful  to  their  fex  in 
moll  other  countries.  Here  it  is 
impoffible  to  cite  an  inllance  of  a 
perfon’s  dying  in  childbed. ” 

The  next  divifion  of  Mr.  Swin¬ 
burne’s  jpurney  is  from  Taranto  to 
Reggio,  his  route  lying  altogether 
along  the  coalts  of  the  Gulf  of 
Taranto,  and  of  the  Ionian  Sea,  and 
round  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Ca- 
'  labria 
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labria  Ultra.  In  this  portion  of  his 
Travels  he  pafies  through  the  places 
where  the  famous  Grecian  colonies 
of  the  Sybarites,  the  Crotoniates, 
and  the  Locrians  flourilhed,  and 
enters  at  large  into  the  former  gran¬ 
deur,  riches,  extent,  and  power  of 
their  refpeflive  Aates.  As  this  coaft, 
from  the  author’s  account,  hill 
feems  to  poffefs,  in  a  great  meafure, 
the  capability  of  re-affuming  its  for¬ 
mer  coniequence  and  fplendor,  one 
"cannot  but  lament  that  the  internal 
bad  government  of  the  Two  Cala- 
brias  fhould  fo  completely  thwart 
and  render  abortive  every  exertion 
of  kind  and-  luxuriant  nature,  and 
that  by  improvident  and  ineffica¬ 
cious  taxes,  and  impofis,  the  induf- 
trious  hufbandmen  fhould  be  driven 
back  from  the  fruitful  i'hores  into 
the  mountains,  and  converted  into 
a  gang  of  robbers. 

The  following  extract,  relative  to 
a  moil  curious  appearance,  fome- 
times  refle&ied  from  the  furface  of 
the  fea  in  the  Faro  of  Meffina,  we 
fhall  lay  before  our  readers : 

44  I  enjoyed  feveral  delightful 
walks  along  the  beach.  Wherever 
a  hole  is  made  in  the  fands,  though 
within  a  foot  of  the  fea,  freffi-water 
bubbles  up.  The  views  on  every 
fide  are  enchanting,  equal  to  the 
charming  ones  of  the  Neapolitan 
gulf,  and  fuperior  to  all  others  that 
I  have  ever  feen.  Meffina  riles  out 
of  the  waves  like  a  grand  amphi¬ 
theatre ;  and  the  Faro,  lined  with 
villages  and  towns,  feems  a  noble 
river,  winding  between  two  bold 
ihores. 

44  Sometimes,  but  rarely, it  exhibits 
a  very  curious  phenomenon,  vul¬ 


garly  called  La  Fata  Morgana  *> 
The  philofophical  reader  will  find 
its  caufes  and  operations  learnedly 
accounted  for  in  Kirch er,  Minafi, 
and  other  authors.  I  ffiali  only  give 
a  defcription  of  its  appearance,  from 
one  that  was  an  eye-witnefs.  Fa¬ 
ther  Angelucci  is  the  firfi.  that  men¬ 
tions  it  with  any  degree  of  accuracy, 
in  the  following-  term's : 

44  On  the  fifteenth  of  Augufi, 
44  1643,  as  I  flood  at  my  window, 
44  I  was  furprifed  with  a  mo  A  won- 
44  aerful,  deleflable  viflon.  The 
44  fea  that  wafhes  the  Sicilian  chore 
44  fwelied  up,  and  became,  for  ten 
44  miles  in  length,  like  a  chain  of 
44  dark  mountains  ;  while  the  wa- 
44  ters  near  our  Calabrian  coafl 
44  grew  quite  fmooth,  and  in  an 
44  inftant  appeared  as  one  clear  po- 
44  liihed  mirror,  reclining  again  A 
*44  the  aforefaid  ridge.  On  this 
44  glafs  was  depifted,  in  chiaro  feu - 
44  ro ,  a  firing  of  feveral  thoufands 
44  of  pilafters,  all  equal  in  altitude, 
44  diftance,  and  degree  of  light  and 
4t  fhade.  In  a  moment  they  lofl 
44  half  their  height,  and  bent  into 
44  arcades,  like  Roman  aquedufls. 
44  A  long  cornice  was  next  formed 
44  on  the  top,  and  above  it  jpfe 
44  caftles  innumerable,  all  perfectly 
44  alike.  Thefe  foon  fpiit  into 
44  towers,  which  were  fhortly  after 
44  loft  in  colonnades,  then  window's, 
44  and  at  laft  ended  in  pines,  cy- 
44  prefies,  and  other  trees,  even  and 
44  fimilar.  This  is  the  Fata  Mor- 
44  ganay  which,  for  twenty-fix  years, 
44  i  had  thought  a  mere  fable.” 

44  To  produce  this  pleafing  decep¬ 
tion,  many  circumftances  muft  con¬ 
cur,  which  are  not  known  to  exift  in 


.*  The  name  is  probably  derived  from  an  opinion,  that  the  whole  fpeftacle  is 
produced  by  a  fairy  or  a  magician.  The  populace  are  delighted  whenever  the 
vifion  appears,  and  run  about  the  fireets,  fhouting  for  joy,— calling  every  body 
cut  to  partake  of  the  glorious  fight. 
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any  other  fituation.  The  fpeftator 
mult  Hand  with  his  back  to  the  cad, 
in  ferae  elevated  place  behind  the 
city,  that  he  may  command 'a  view 
of  the  whole  bay  ;  beyond  which 
the  mountains  of  Medina  rife  like  a 
wall,  and  darken  the  back-ground 
of  the  picture.  The  winds  mud  be 
hufhed  ;  the  furface  quite  fmoothed  ; 
the  tide  at  its  height ;  and  the  wa¬ 
ters  preffed  up  by  currents  to  a 
<*reat  elevation  in  the  middle  of  the 

O 

channel.  All  thcfe  events  coincid¬ 
ing,  as  foon  as  the  fun  furmounts  the 
eadern  hills  behind  Reggio,  and 
rifes  high  enough  to  form  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees  on  the  water  be¬ 
fore  the  city, — every  object  exiding 
or  moving  atReggio  will  be  repeated 
a  thoufand  fold  upon  this  marine  look- 
ing-glafs  ;  which,  by  its  tremulous 
motion,  is,  as  it  were,  cut  into  fa¬ 
cets.  Each  image  will  pafs  rapidly 
offin  fucceffion,  as  the  day  advances, 
and  the  dream  carries  down  the 
vvave  on  which  it  appeared. 

f(  Thus  the  parts  of  this  moving 
picture  will  vanifh  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye.  Sometimes  the  air  is  at 
that  moment  fo  impregnated  with 
vapours,  and  undidurbed  by  winds, 
as  to  reflecf  objects  in  a  kind  of 
aerial  fcreen,  riling  about  thirty  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  fea.  In 
cloudy,  heavy  weather,  they  are 
drawn  on  the  furface  of  the  water, 
bordered  with  fine  prifmatical  co¬ 
lours.” 

From  Reggio  Mr.  Swinburne  re¬ 
turns  back  to  the  Terra  de  Otranto, 
by  a  veffel  bound  to  Gallipoli,  in 
that  province ;  and  from  thence  to 
Naples  by  Brindiii  (the  ancient 
Brundufium)  and  Bari,  and  after¬ 
wards  by  a  more  inland  route. 

The  fecond  volume  of  this  work 
commences  with  Mr.  Swinburne’s 
cxcurfions  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
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Naples.  His  view  and  defcriptiosi 
of  that  city,  taken  from  the  cadle 
of  St.  Elmo,  we  dull  lay  before  our 
readers.  From  this  eminence,  he 
fays,  t€  the  whole  city  and  fub- 
urbs,  with  every  object  that  hither¬ 
to  had  partially  engaged  my  atten-, 
tion,  were  now  brought  under  my 
infpeftion  in  one  collective  piftur«. 

<c  As  from  an  advanced  pod,  I 
here  reconnoitred  all  the  quarters 
of  Naples,  and  formed  an  exaCl  idea 
of  its  general  outline,  as  well  as  its 
particular  fituations.  The  fea  be¬ 
fore  it  is  fcaiioped  into  two  femi- 
circles  divided  by  a  promontory, 
and  imitating  the  Arabic  figure  of 
three.  The  promontory  runs  out 
from  the  hill  of  Saint  Elmo,  fink¬ 
ing  gradually  towards  the  Cade! 
dell’,  Uovo  with  a  gentle  curve. 
The  eadern  bay  does  not  approach 
fo  near  to  the  hills  as  that  of  Chiaia, 
but  leaves  a  capacious  vale  for  the, 
city  and  fuburbs,  which  extend  very 
irregularly  over  the  hills,  and  run 
up  feveral  narrow  dales.  On  this 
account  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  the 
jud  dimenfions  of  Naples.  Ring 
Roger  caufed  it  to  be  meafured, 
and  found  it  to  be  two  miles  and  fix 
furlongs  in  circumference,  but  it 
was  then  only  upon  a  footing  with 
many  other  cities  of  his  dominions, 
and  not  the  metropolis.  Another 
meafurement  was  taken  in  1500, 
which  amounted  to  nine  miles  in 
circumference.  Its  walls  are  no 
longer  of  any  real  defence,  and  of 
courfe  the  fafety  of  Naples  depends 
upon  the  force  of  its  armies.  To 
repel  hodite  attempts  by  fea,  which, 
from  its  fituation,  maritime  powers 
might  be  tempted  to  make,  it  has 
to  the  wed  the  Cadel  dell’  Uovo, 
a  Confuted  pile -pf  ancient  buildings,* 
and  fome  modern  batteries  ;  the 
rock  this  foftrefs  (lands  upon  was 

originally 
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originally  called  Megara,  then  Lu- 
cullanum,  and  mud:  have  been  con- 
fidered  early  as  a  place  of  drength, 
for  Romulus  Augudutus,  the  lad: 
Roman  emperor  of  the  wed,  was 
ihut  up  here  in  475.  His  father, 
Oreftes,  had  inveded  him  with  the 
imperial  purple,  but  Odoacer,  king 
of  the  Heruii,  defeated  his  army, 
and  put  an  end  to  the  empire.  Hi¬ 
ther  alfo  the  fon  of  king  Manfred 
was  transferred  from  Puglia,  and 
lingered  out  a  tedious  life  of  mi- 
fery.  Along  the  line  of  the  Ihore 
towards  the  ead  are  fome  batteries 
on  the  points  of  land,  the  badions 
of  the  arfenal,  and  above  it  the 
lofty  wall  of  the  Cadel  Nuovo, 
created  by  Charles  the  Fird.  Its 
inner  gate  is  decorated  with  a  tri¬ 
umphal  arch  raifed  in  honour  of 
Alphonfus  the  Magnificent,  a  work 
of  great  effect,  though  not  perfectly 
correct  in  tade  and  architecture . 
This  fortrefs  has  ufually  been  the 
refuge  of  the  fovereigns  and  vice¬ 
roys  in  all  civil  wars  and  tumults, 
and  for  that  reafon  they  have  long 
fixed  their  refidence  near  its  walls. 
A  block-houfe  and  batteries  defend 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  at 
the  eadern  extremity  of  the  town  is 
die  Torrione  del  Carmine,  better 
known  by  the  figure  it  made  in  the 
rebellion  of  1647,  than  by  its  ex¬ 
tent  or  military  drength.  The  caf- 
tle  of  Saint  Elmo,  where  1  dood 
to  view  the  city,  commands  Naples 
in  every  direction,  and  is  in  reality 
calculated  rather  to  annoy  and  awe 
the  citizens,  than  to  defend  them 
from  foreign  invaders.  King  Ro¬ 
bert  fird  faw  the  propriety  of  forti¬ 
fying  this  pod,  and  the  emperor 
Charles  the  Fifth  reduced  the  old 
works  to  a  regular  pentagonal  form. 

The  dock-yard  and  magazines 
for  the  gallies  are  fpacious  the 


harbour  where  fhips  of  war  and 
merchantman  lie  rather  too  eon- 
fined:  it  is  entirely  the  work  of  art, 
being  formed  by  the  projection  of  a 
crooked  mole  fird  laid  by  Charles 
the  Second,  and  after  many  addi¬ 
tions,  compleated  by  the  prefent 
king  of  Spain.  A  lofty  pharos  points 
out  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  in 
the  night ;  but  as  the  hill  behind 
rifes  very  high,  thefe  lights  are 
eafily  confounded  with  thofe  of  the 
town. 

Naples  contains  fome  fine 
fquares  and  large  dreets ;  of  the 
former  the  Largo  Cafteilo  and  Spi- 
rito  Santo  are  the  mod  extenfive. 
Toledo  is  the  principal  among  the 
latter,  inferior  to  few  in  Europe, 
for  length  and  buildings.  In  the 
heart  of  the  city  the  dreets  are  nar¬ 
row,  and,  on  account  of  the  great 
elevation  of  the  houfes,  gloomy  and 
clofe ;  they  are  paved  with  fquare 
dones  of  dark-coloured  lava,  dug 
out  of  quarries,  or  rather  dagnated 
torrents  formerly  vomited  by  Vefu- 
vius  or  the  Solfatara.  It  is  faidthat 
this  matter  mud  be  many  centuries 
old  ere  it  acquire  a  fufficient  de¬ 
gree  of  hardnefs  for  the  purpofe  of 
paving ;  but  1  am  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve  it  very  foon  becomes  as  com¬ 
pact  as  it  ever  will  be  :  paving- 
dones  are  contracted  for  at  two  c$r- 
lini  a  piece,  and,  in  great  thorough¬ 
fares,  mud  be  renewed  in  lefs  than 
three  years. 

“  All  parts  of  Naples  are  copi- 
oufiy  fupplied  with  water  by  an  an¬ 
cient  aqueduCt,  which  has  more  than 
once  over-balanced  its  fervices,  by 
affording  a  paffage  for  befiegers  to 
enter  the  city :  through  it  Relifa- 
rius  introduced  foldiers  that  fur- 
pnfed  the  Gothic  garrifon  ;  Al¬ 
phonfus  the  Fird  repeated  the  dra- 
tagem  with  fuccefs.  Many  foun¬ 
tains 
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tains  retail  the  fupply,  fome  few 
of  which  are  decorated  in  a  good 
ftyle. 

fe  The  Neapolitan  architects  are 
too  lavilh  of  ornament,  and  too 
frequently  run  into  a  falfe  and  bar¬ 
barous  tafte :  the  edifices  of  Rome 
have  in  general  more  grandeur  and 
chaftity  of  ftyle,  except  thofe  which 
have  been  executed  upon  the  plans 
of  Borromini  and  his  fchoiars ; 
they  indeed  exceed  in  wanton  vio¬ 
lation  of  propriety  all  the  flights  of 
Gothic  architecture.  Molt  of  the 
churches  of  Naples  are  crowned 
with  cupolas ;  a  few  flender  fteepies 
break  the  line,  and  add  variety  to 
the  picture,  but  there  is  a  want  of 
fome  venerable  pile  to  tower  above 
the  reft  ;  the  cathedral  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  pre-eminent.  I  fcarce  know 
a  church  without  fome  good  paint¬ 
ings,  but  very  few  in  which  the 
architect  has  Ihewn  a  pure  noble 
tafte.  Two  columns  of  a  temple 
dedicated  to  the  Diofcuri  and  the 
city  of  Naples,  are  the  only  re¬ 
markable  monuments  of  ancient  ar¬ 
chitecture  remaining.  The  portico 
to  which  they  belonged  was  over¬ 
turned  by  an  earthquake  in  1688  ; 
they  ftand  before  the  door  of  a 
church,  confiscated  to  St.  Peter  and 
Paul ;  this  temple  was  ereCted  by 
Tiberius  Julius  Tarfus,  and  Pelago 
the  freedman  of  Auguftus  ;  the 
apoftles  who  were  united  in  their 
million  and  martyrdom,  have  been 
fubftituted  for  the  twin  brothers 
Caftor  and  Pollux.  Santa  Chiara, 
a  rich  monaftery  of  noble  dames, 
founded  by  king  Robert,  and  the 
place  of  fepulture  for  the  royal 
family,  has  a  church  repaired  and 
painted  by  Conca,  in  fo  gay  and 
airy  a  ftyle,  that  it  exhibits  more 
of  the  elegance  of  a  ball-room  than 
of  the  awful  folemnity  of  a  temple* 
Von.  XXVII. 
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The  chancel  of  Saint  Philip  Neri 
is  the  beft  fample  of  eccleliaftical 
architecture  in  Naples;  large  co¬ 
lumns  of  antique  granite  divide  it 
frem  the  iftes  in  a  moft  majeftic 
manner,  though  fome  of  the  ufual 
proportions  are  not  critically  ob¬ 
served.  The  Carthuflan  convent  of 
Saint  Martin,  adjoining  to  the  caftle 
of  Saint  Elmo,  is,  I  believe,  the 
beft  fituated  monaftery  in  Europe  ; 
every  thing  appertaining  to  it  cor- 
refponds  with  the  fublimity  of  the 
view  ;  immenfe  ranges  of  build¬ 
ings,  a  ftately  church,  fuperb  halls, 
and  a  noble  collection  of  pictures. 
Tofiipport  this  great  eftabliftiment, 
and  a  large  family  of  afcetic-  mem¬ 
bers,  that  neither  beg  nor  earn  their 
livelihood,  the  fociety  enjoys  a  moft 
princely  income  ;  the  overplus  of  it 
is  employed  in  the  pernicious  cha¬ 
rity  of  feeding  beggars,  and  the 
rational  one  of  portioning  out  the 
female  relations  of  the  monks ;  it 
is  reported,  that  government  in¬ 
tends  Ihortly  to  take  upon  itfelf  the 
charge  of  appropriating  this  ba¬ 
lance.  The  relics  of  Saint  Janua- 
rius  form  the  principal  bcaft  of  the 
cathedral.  The  Carmine  calls  to 
mind  the  bloody  cataftrophe  of  thofe 
royal  youths,  Conradine  and  Fre¬ 
derick  of  Auftria,  butchered  before 
its  door ;  whenever  I  traverfed  that 
fquare,  my  heart  yearned  at  the 
idea  of  their  premature  fate,  and 
at  the  deep  diftrefs  of  Conradine’s 
mother.  Who,  landing  on  the  beach 
with  her  fon’s  ranfom,  found  only  a 
lifelefs  trunk  to  redeem  from  the 
fangs  of  his  barbarous  conqueror. 
In  the  cloyfter  of  the  Carmine, 
Maflaniello  was  murdered  by  the 
companions  of  his  revolt,  a  victim 
to  his  want  of  conduCt. 

“  The  facrcd  edifices  of  Naples 
abound  with  fepulchral  monuments 
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of  diftinguilhed  perfonages  ;  the 
chapel  of  the  San  Severo  family 
exhibits  many  very  extraordinary 
ilatues ;  the  art  with  which  the 
fculptor  has  furmounted  the  difficul¬ 
ty  of  representing  human  bodies 
wrapped  up  in  cloths  or  entangled 
in  the  melhes  of  a  net,  is  truly  won¬ 
derful  ;  but  the  piece  of  ftatuary 
which  appeared  in  my  eyes  to  pof- 
fefs  the  moll  real  merit,  is  a  Chrill 
in  the  Ihroud,  by  San  Martino,  a 
living  Neapolitan  artid  ;  undoubt¬ 
edly  a  line  performance. 

(e  The  dwellings  of  the  nobility 
are  grand.  In  1597,  when  Mor- 
rifon  travelled,  there  was  no  glafs 
in  any  windows  of  Naples,  nor  is  it 
above  forty  years  fmce  the  ufe  of 
glafs  became  common.  While  the 
Neapolitans  languilhed  under  the 
eppreffive  and  almolthoftile  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  viceroy,  they  feem  to 
have  felt  little  for  the  honour  of 
their  country  ;  the  comforts  of  life 
were  imperfectly  known,  and  all 
emulation  appeared  dead  among 
them  ;  the  revival  of  elegant  arts, 
the  introduction  of  numberlefs  im¬ 
provements  in  public  and  private 
life,  the  adorning  of  the  city,. and 
a  more  convenient  mode  of  furniih- 
ing  their  dwellings,  all  date  from 
the  Sera  of  the  conqueil  of  Naples 
by  Don  Carlos.- — A  fovereign  of 
theirtnvn  then  came  to  refide  among 
them,  they  felt  once  more  that  they 
were  a  nation,  and  had  a  glory  and 
intereils  worth  confulting. 

The  royal  palace,  begun  in 
1600  by  the  count  of  Lemes,  after 
the  defign  of  Fontana,  prefents  a 
very  handfome  front,  a  ftaircafe  in 
the  noblefi  proportions,  and  apart¬ 
ments  fuitable  to  the  rank  of  the 
inhabitants ;  thefe  rooms  have,  how¬ 
ever,  loll  fome  of  their  fplendor, 
by  the  removal  of  the  Farnefian 
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collection  of  pictures  ;  thofe  valu¬ 
able  paintings  are  now  fhewn  at 
Capodimonte,  a  palace  ereCted  upoa 
the  hills  to  the  north  of  the  city* 
by  the  king  of  Spain,  but  left  un- 
finilhed,  from  the  difficulty  of  pro¬ 
curing  water  ;  the  ground  upon 
which  it  Hands  is  undermined  in 
various  and  numberlefs  directions  ; 
thefe  caverns  were  either  left  in  t h# 
original  formation  of  the  hill,  and 
chifelled  into  lhape  by  the  hand  of . 
man,  or  were  quarries  gradually  ex¬ 
tended  as  the  materials  were  want* 
ed  for  building ;  though  we  ar« 
not  certain  in  what  manner  they 
were  excavated,  we  know  that  they 
long  ferved  both  heathens  and  chrif- 
tians  as  repolitories  of  the  dead  $ 
they  furpafs  the  catacombs  of  Roms 
in  extent,  but  for  many  ages  have 
feldom  been  ufed  for  funeral  pur- 
poles  ;  limiiar  vaults  under  th$ 
churches  in  the  town,  being  more 
at  hand,  are  now  the  ufual  places 
of  burial.  It  is  a  cullom  here,  on 
All  Souk  day,  to  throw  open  the 
charnel  -  ho ufes,  lighted  up  with 
torches,  and  decked  out  witlt^ll  tht 
flowery  pageantry  of  May  -  day  ; 
crowds  follow  crowds  through  thefe 
vaults  to  behold  the  coffins,  nay  the 
bodies  of  their  friends  and  rela¬ 
tions  ;  the  floors  are  divided  into 
beds,  like  a  garden,  and  under  thefe 
heaps  of  earth  the  corpfes  are  laid 
in  regular  fucceffion ;  the  place  is 
perfeClly  dry,  for  the  foil  is  rather 
a  pounded  Hone  than  earth,  and 
parches  up  the  flefh  completely  in  a 
twelvemonth  ;  when  that  period  is 
elapfed,  the  body  is  taken  up,  drelt 
in  a  religious  habit,  and  fixed  like 
a  flatue  in  a  niche  ;  many  retain  a 
horrid  refemblance  to  whac  they 
were  when  animated,  and  fome  fliew 
flrong  marks  of  agony  in  their  dif- 
torted  feat  tire  sv  They  are  much 

better 
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tetter  preferved  than  the  mummies 
of  Touloufe,  which  pafs  for  fuch 
lingular  curiofities. 

“  The  Albergo  de  Poveri,  in¬ 
tended  as  a  refuge  for  the  poor  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  is  an  ex¬ 
tensive  hofpital,  but,  like  moll  works 
planned  upon  a  fcale  that  drains  the 
finevvs  of  the  public  revenue,  re¬ 
mains  unfinifhed. 

“  The  theatre  of  San  Carlo  is 
one  of  the  mod  capacious  in  the 
world,  and  when  illuminated  the 
mod  magnificent. 

“  The  Studii  is  a  diowy  edifice  de¬ 
corated  with  ancient  datues  brought 
from  Cuma.  There  is  a  plan  under 
confideration  at  court,  for  removing 
the  contents  of  the  mufaeum  hither 
from  Portici,  in  order  to  place  that 
inedimable  collection  at  a  greater 
didance  from  Vesuvius  ;  the  day 

may  other  wife  come,  when  another 
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dream  of  fire  fhall  bury  thefe  trea- 
fures  again  for  ages.  But  is  Naples 
itfelf  a  place  of  Security  ?  Its  Safety 
depends  upon  the  wind  that  blows 
during  an  irruption  ;  if  that  fhould 
happen  to  direCt  the  afhes  to  the 
north-wed,  Naples  would  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fate  of  Pompeii ;  be¬ 
sides,  its  foundations  red  on  hollow 
ground,  and  earthquakes  may  de¬ 
stroy  the  pillars  that  Support  them  ; 
were  I  admitted  to  counfel  on  the 
occafion,  I  fhould  prefer  a  removal 
to  Caferta,  but  think  it  dill  more 
advifeable  to  leave  the  antiquities 
where  they  are.  They  would  Suffer 
fo  much  damage  and  derangement 
in  the  package,  and  remain  for  So 
many  years  unopened  and  unclaffed, 
that  the  prefent  generation  of  learn¬ 
ed  and  curious  perfons  would  pro¬ 
bably  never  be  gratified  with  a  fight 
«f  them.” 

In  the  courfe  of  his  excurfion  to 
P&dum,  Mr.  Swinburne  gives  an 
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account  of  the  celebrated  ruins  of 
Herculaneum  and  Pompeii. 

From  Naples  Mr.  Swinburne  fails 
to  Palermo,  the  capital  of  Sicily. 
Out  of  the  numerous  and  refpeCla- 
ble  letters  of  recommendation  given 
him  at  Naples,  only  two  were  here 
paid  any  attention  to,  viz.  thofe 
which  he  brought  to  prince  Lance¬ 
lots,  of  Torremuza,  and  to  Mon- 
dgnor  Severino,  of  Naples,  arch- 
bifhop  of  the  united  fees  of  Paler¬ 
mo  and  Monreale.  That  any  pre¬ 
judice  of  this  fort  fhould  reign  in 
the  Sicilian  metropolis,  nay,  be 
confined  to  it  alone,  is  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  :  for  from  the  kind  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  archbidiop  of  Palermo, 
Mr.  Swinburne  feems  in  every  o- 
ther  part  of  the  country  to  have 
met  with  the  mod  perfed  hofpita- 
lity. 

In  this  journey  through  Sicily, 
beginning  with  Palermo,  and  end¬ 
ing  with  Medina,  Mr.  Swinburne 
has  for  the  mod  part  kept  the  fea- 
coad,  encircling  in  his  route  nearly 
the  whole  idand,  excepting  the  north 
fide  of  it,  towards  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean.  Girgenti,  with  the  ruins  of 
the  ancient  Agrigentum,  Syracufe, 
Mount  JEtna,  and  Medina,  are  the 
chief  objects  in  his  account,  and  we 
could  wifh  the  limits  of  our  work 
admitted  of  our  entering  more  at 
large  into  his  description  of  thefe 
places. 

From  Medina  Mr.  Swinburne 
paffes  over  to  Tropea,  in  South  Ca¬ 
labria,  and  returns  by  land  to  Na¬ 
ples  ;  having,  to  ufe  his  own  words, 
completed  a  tour,  by  fea  and  land, 
of  914  computed  miles. 

The  def’eription  of  his  route  thro* 
the  Two  Calabrias,  combines  in  it 
every  fpecies  of  beauty  that  a  coun¬ 
try  can  poffefs. — “  Sed  quantum 
ft  mutatus  ab  illo,” — with  what  a 
N  2  mixture 
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mixture  of  horror  and  regret  do  we 
turn  from  fuch  a  pifture,  to  the  re- 
prefentation  of  it  after  the  earth¬ 
quakes  in  1783  I  a  fliort  defcription 
of  which  Mr.  Swinburne  has  given 
in  a  note  ;  but  as  Sir  William  Ha¬ 
milton’s  account,  which  is  more  at 
length,  is  inferted  in  the  Annual 
Eegifter  for  the  year  above-men-, 
tioned,  we  fliall  refer  our  readers  to 
that  relation. 

From  Naples,  Mr.  Swinburne 
proceeds  to  Rome  ;  but  as  he  con¬ 
iines  himfelf  to  the  Two  Sicilies, 
fays  nothing  with  regard  to  that 
city.  His  Travels  conclude  with  a 
ihort  excurfion  from  Rome,  a  little 
way  into  the  two  molt  northern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Naples,  called  the  A~ 
bruzzos  ;  his  route  lies  through 
Alba,  Avezzano,  by  the  lake  of 
Celano,  of  which  he  gives  a  full 
ind  minute  defcription,  and  thro* 
Sora  and  Xfola. 

Near  Sora,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Pibreno,  hood  the  houfe  of 
M.  T.  Cicero,  which,  Mr.  Swin¬ 
burne  fays,  hill  retains  fome  traces 
of  the  beauties  afcribed  to  it  by  that 
orator ;  but  no  veflige  or  monument 
©f  the  villa  or  its  appendages  re¬ 
main. 

We  fhall  conclude,  by  giving 
Mr.  Swinburne’s  account  of  the 
prefent  hate  of  the  Two  Abruzzos, 
and  of  the  chara&er  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants. 

fc  As  thefe  provinces  are  themoh 
northern,  they  are  alfo  the  coldeh 
in  the  kingdom  *  being  exceedingly 
mountainous.  The  chain  of  the 
Apennines,  without  any  interrup¬ 
tion,  but  that  of  fome  narrow  val- 
lies  formed  by  the  waters  of  the 
numerous  rivers  that  rufh  down  from 
the  heights,  continues  in  a  flight 
declivity  to  the  edge  of  the  Adri¬ 
atic  fea.  But  the  rigour  of  the  di- 
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mate  is  not  fo  great  as  to  prevent 
the  country  from  producing  in  a- 
bundance  every  thing  requifite  for 
the  fupport  of  life.  Vegetables*, 
fruits,  animals*  and  numberlefs  o- 
ther  articles  of  fuhenance,  not  only 
furnifli  ample  provilion  for  the  ufe 
of  the  natives,  but  alfo  allow  of 
exportation.  There  is  fo  large  a 
quantity  of  wheat  reaped,  that  ma¬ 
ny  thoufands  of  quarters  are  an¬ 
nually  fliipped  off.  Much  Turkey 
wheat  is  lent  out,  and  the  province 
of  Terarno  fells  a  great  deal  of  rice 
little  inferior  in  goodnefs  to  that  of 
Lombardy.  Oil  is  a  plentiful  com¬ 
modity,  and  wines  are  made  for  ex¬ 
portation  on  many  parts  of  the 
coaft ;  but  wool  has  always  been* 
and  {till  is,  their  itaple  commodity  r 
the  flocks,  after  palling  the  whole 
fummer  in  the  fine  paftures  of  the 
mountains,  are  driven  for  the  win¬ 
ter  into  the  warm  plains  of  Puglia* 
and  a  few  fpots  near  their  own  coalfo 
where  the  fnow  does  not  lie  ;  there 
are  no  manufactures  of  woollens  in 
the  province,  except  two  fmail  ones, 
of  coarfe  cloth,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  wool  is  fent  out  un¬ 
wrought.  No  filk  is  made  here*, 
though  mulberry-trees  would  grow 
well  in  the  low  grounds. 

“  Formerly  the  territory  of  Aqui- 
la  furnilhed  Italy  almolt  exclufively 
with  faffron,  but  fmce  the  culture 
of  that  plant  has  been  fo  much  fol¬ 
lowed  in  Lombardy,  it  has  fallen 
to  nothing  in  Abruzzo.  In  the 
maritime  traits  of  country  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  liquorice  has  been  in> 
creafed  of  late  years,  but  foreign¬ 
ers  export  the  roots  in  their  natural 
ffate :  in  the  province  of  Terarno 
there  is  a  manufactory  of  pottery- 
ware,  for  which  there  is  a  great  de¬ 
mand  in  Germany,  by  the  way  of 
Tridle*  as  it  is  remarkably  hard 
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■and  fine,  but  even  this  is  going  to 
decay,  by  being  abandoned  entirely 
to  the  ignorance  of  common  work¬ 
men.  It  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  that 
any  improvements  will  be  made  in 
arts  and  manufactures,  where  the 
encouragement  and  attention  of  fu- 
periors  is  wanting,  and  no  pains 
taken  to  render  the  commodity  more 
marketable,  or  to  open  better  chan¬ 
nels  of  fale  for  it.  The  only  ad¬ 
vantages  thefe  provinces  enjoy,  are 
the  gift  of  benevolent  nature ;  but 
fhe  has  fhill  greater  prefents  in  itore 
for  them,  and  waits  only  for  the 
helping  hand  of  government  to  pro¬ 
duce  them.  This  whole  coafl,  one 
hundred  miles  in  length,  is  utterly 
deftitute  of  fea-ports  ;  and  the  only 
fpots  where  the  produce  can  be 
embarked  are  dangerous  inconve¬ 
nient  roads,  at  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
and  along  a  lee-fhore  :  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  fhipping,  and  of  load¬ 
ing  the  goods,  frequently  caufes 
great  quantities  of  them  to  rot  on 
hand,  which  damps  induftry,  and 
prevents  all  improvements  in  agri¬ 
culture.  The  hulbandman  is  a  poor 
difpirited  wretch,  and  vvretchednefs 
produces  emigration  :  the  uneven 
iurface  of  the  country  occafions  it 
to  be  inhabited  by  retail,  if  I  may 
ufe  the  expreffion,  rather  than  in 
large  maffes,  for  there  is  not  a  city 
that  contains  ten  thoufand  people, 
and  the  mod  of  them  would  find  it 
difficult  to  mufter  three  thoufand. 
Villages,  cattles,  and  feudatory  ef- 
tates,  are  to  be  met  with  in  abun¬ 
dance,  but  the  numbers  of  their 
inhabitants  are  to  be  reckoned  by 
hundreds,  not  thoufands ;  in  a  word, 
the  political  and  focial  fyttem  of 
the  province  fhews  no  ttgns  of  the 
vigour  which  nature  fo  remarkably 
j^ifplays  here  in  all  her  operations. 

The  antiquary  and  the  natu- 
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ralift  may  travel  here  with  exqui- 
fite  pleafure  and  profit ;  the  former 
will  find  treafures  of  infcriptions, 
and  inedited  monuments  appertain¬ 
ing  to  the  warlike  nations,  that 
once  covered  the  face  of  the  coun¬ 
try  :  the  natural  philofopher  will 
have  a  noble  field  for  obfervation 
in  the  ftupendous  monuments  that 
rife  on  all  lides..  Monte -corno  and 
Majella  are  among  the  mott  inte- 
refting  ;  the  firtt  is  like  an  aged 
monument  of  nature,  bald,  and  hor¬ 
ribly  broken  on  every  afpeCt  ;  from 
various  appearances,  it  is  evident 
that  its  bowels  contain  many  valu¬ 
able  veins  of  metallic  ore,  but  the 
great  difficulty  of  accefs  renders  the 
fearch  of  them  aimoft  impracticable. 
Majella  has  other  merits,  and  of  a 
gayer  kind  :? — nature  has  clothed  its 
declivities  and  elevated  fields  with 
an  infinite  variety  of  her  mott  pre¬ 
cious  plants  ;  vulnerary  herbs  grow 
there  in  as  great  perfection  as  on 
the  Alps  of  Swizzerland,  and  are 
applied  by  the  natives  to  wounds 
with  equal  fuecefs. 

The  character  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  varies  a  little  among  therm- 
felves,  according  to  fituation  and 
climate,  but  eftentially  fromthe  dif- 
pofition  of  the  natives  of  t^e  more 
fouthern  provinces.  This  proceeds 
from  a  difference  of  origin  ;  for  the 
Lombards,  who  were  barbarians, 
but  not  cruel ;  poor,  but  hofpita- 
ble  ;  endowed  with  plain  honed: 
fenfe,  though  pottefted  of  little  a- 
cutenefs  ojfubtlety;  remained  peace¬ 
able  proprietors  of  thefe  mountain¬ 
ous  regions,  till  the  Normans,  who 
were  accuttomed  to  a  hmilar  cli¬ 
mate,  came,  and  difpoftefted  them. 
The  Greeks,  who  retained  aimoft 
every  other  part  of  the  kingdom 
under  their  dominion,  never  had  any 
fway  here.  For  fchjs  reaf'on  the 
N  1  Abruzzefi 
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Abruzzeli  kill  bear  a  great  refem- 
blanceto  their  northern  progenitors 
or  mailers :  to  this  day,  one  may 
trace  in  them  the  fame  goodnefs  of 
heart,  but  great  indolence,  and  re¬ 
pugnance  to  lively  exertions,  a  fault 
that  proceeds  rather  from  a  want  of 
active  virtue,  than  a  difpofition  to 
wickednefs.  Hence  it  comes  that 
in  thefe  provinces,  where  the  proxi¬ 


mity  of  the  frontier  almok  infur 
impunity,  fewer  atrocious  and  in¬ 
human  deeds  are  heard  of,  than  ir% 
other  parts  of  the  realm.  Rem¬ 
nants  of  ancient  northern  cuftoms 
exijled  here  fo  late  as  the  beginning 
of  this  century,  and,  among  the 
mountaineers,  very  evident  traces 
of  the  Frank  and  Teutonic  lan¬ 
guages  may  be  difcoveredX 


\ 
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voted.  Conduit  of  the  court  of  proprietors  on  that  occafon .  Proceedings 
of  the  filed  committee.  Reflations  voted.  Vote  againft  Sir  Elijah  Impey . 
King’s  jpeeches  at  the  clofng  and  opening  of  the  fejfims.  £4-* 


CHAP.  IV. 

Meeting  of  parliament  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1783.  King’s  fpeech . 
Addrejfes  voted  unanimoufy.  Tvoo  India  bills  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fox . 
Subjlance  of  the  bill  for  vefing  the  affairs  of  the  company  in  commijf oners . 
Subfance  of  the  bill  for  the  better  government  of  the  territorial  pojfej- 
fons.  Debates  on  the  hills.  Objections  and  replies- — ] f.  of  charters — ■ 
plea  of  ncceffity — magnitude  of  abuffs — fate  of  finances — company’s 
government  in  India — independent  powers — allies  and  dependents — ter¬ 
ritorial  pojfeffions — abufes  curable — court  of  proprietors — court  oj'  directors 
— minifiers  of  the  crown.  2 d  Objection.  I  he  dangerous  powers  and 

influence  created  by  the  bills.  Anfivser  to  this  objection.  Fir  ft  India  bill 
carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  Rumours  of  the  king’s  d'flike  of  the  bill. 

Majority 
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Majority  againfi  the  minifiers  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Motions  in  the  Houfe  0/ 
'Commons,  relative  to  the  reports  of  the  king’ s  dif approbation  of  the  bills  ; 
and  to  the  dijfolution  of  parliament ,  Bill  rejetted  by  the  Lords .  Mi- 
mfiers  removed,  [5* 

CHAP.  V. 

Nleafures  adopted  by  the  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  prevent  the 
dijfolution  of  parliament — defer  the  third  reading  of  the  land  tax  bill, 
Converfation  relative  to  the  refgnation  of  Bari  Temple.  Rej'olution  of  the 
committee  on  the  fate  of  the, ,  nation  to  addrefs  the  king.  Favourable 
tan  fuser  from  the  king.  Ref olut  ions  of  the  committee  refpe  fling  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  India  bonds — and  the  Duchy  of  Lancafer,  Short  adjourmnent 
during  the  C  hr  if  mas  holidays.  State  of  parties  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Houfe,  Debate  on  refuming  the  committee  on  the  fate  of  the  nation .  Re¬ 
flations  of  the  committee,  refpe  Bing  the  ijfuing  of  public  money  not  ap¬ 
propriated  by  acts  of  parliament— -for  deferring  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
mutiny  bill — for  the  appointment  of  minifers  that  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
the  Houfe — * of  cenfure  on  the  appointment  of  ihe  prefers  minifiers.  Bill 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt,  for  the  better  government  of  the  India  company 
Debate  on  the  comparative  merits  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  and  Mr.  Fox’s  India. 
Hlh.  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  rejected,  Notice,  by  Mr,  Fox,  of  bringing  in  a 
bill.  [73 

C  H  A  P.  VI. 


efaluthn  m§ved  againfi  the  minifry  by  lord  Charles  Spencer.  Union  of 
parties  called  for .  Difficulties  jiated  by  the  leaders  of  each  party.  The 
ikinifier  called  on  to  give  information  relative  to  the  defign  of  dijfolving 
parliament— he  refafes.  Motion  intended  to  be  made  thereon,  but  deferred, 
Minifier  again  interrogated  refpedting  the  dijfolution— his  anfwer .  Motion 
in  obfiruSl  the  dijfolution .  Minified s  reafons  for  continuing  in  office.  Ri¬ 
diculous  accufation  of  the  late  miniftry  of  bribery.  Cauj'es  of  the  indecifion 
of  both  parties.  Meeting  of  ?nembers  at  the  St.  Alban’s  tavern  to  ejffeB 
(ftn  union— -their  addrefs  to  both  parties,  and  the  anfwers- — their  motions  in 
ihe  Houfe  of  Commons  for  forming  a  new  minifiry,  ordered  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  king.  Motion  of  the  St.  Alban’s  ajfociation  againfi  the  exclufion 
ef  either  party  in  forming  a  new  minifiry  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons , 
Difinterefied  conduct  of  lord  North.  New  expedient  for  effecting  an 
■union—  caufes  of  its  failure— piijchievous  confequences  of  thsfe  meajures. 
His  Majefiy’s  refufal  to  difmfs  his  minifiers - — debate  thereon.  Proceedings 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Addrefs  to  the  King  from  the  Commons ,  on  the 
reflations  laid  before  him ,  and  his  Majefiy’s  anfwer .  Addrefs  to  the 
King  for  the  removal  of  his  minifiers ,  and  his  Majefiy’s  an  fuser  thereto « 
Reprefentation  to  the  King  on  the  fate  of  public  a  fairs.  Prorogation 
and  dijfolution  of  parliament,  [82 


CHAP 
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CHAP.  VII. 

fplaims  of  the  Emperor  upon  Holland .  Unfortunate  ftuation  of  the  affairs  of 

the  Republic  through  the  'violence  of  parties  and  internal  diffenfion.  Con¬ 
tinual  attempts  by  the  republican  fad  ion  to  abridge  the  Stadt  holder's 
power,  and  attacks  upon  the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  That  prince  refgns  his 
great  offices ,  and  quits  the  country .  Interference  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  in. 
behalf  of  the  Pr  ince  Stadtholder.  France  obtains  a?i  unbounded  influence 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Republic.  Plenipotentiaries  fent  to  Bruffels  to  accom-r 
tnodat.e  the  differences  with  the  Emperor.  Auftrian  troops  take  poffeffion  of 
Old  Lillo ,  a?id  commit  other  'Violations  of  the  territorial  rights  of  the  Re¬ 
public.  France  accepts  the  office  of  mediation  between  Holland  and  the 
Emperor.  Difpute  occafoned  by  a  Flemijh  boatman  on  the  Schelde.  Em¬ 
peror's  ultimatum  prefented  at  Bruffels.  Three  new  and  extraordinary 
demands  added  to  the  former  ultimatum.  Appearances  of  an  immediate 
rupture  at  the  commencement  of  the  autumn  lySy.  Declaration  by  the 
Emperor' s  minifer ,  that  the  firf  Jhot  fired  upon  the  Schelde  Jhoidd  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  declaration  of  war.  Some  account  of  the  nature  of  the  claims , 
and  of  the  reafons  and  arguments  offered  on  both  fides  ;  with  a  particular 
regard  to  the  difpute  relative  to  the  Schelde.  State  of  the  claim  upon  Maf- 
tricht.  Imperial  veffel  fired  at  and  flopped  upon  the  Schelde.  Imperial 
ambaffador  recalled  from  the  Hague ,  and  the  conferences  broken  up  at 
Bruffels.  Preparations  for  war  on  both  fides.  Exertions  of  public  fpirit 
by  individuals  in  Holland.  States  apply  to  France  for  a  general :  Count 
de  Maillebois  deputed  to  that  appointment.  Endeavours  to  prevent  or  divert 
the  form.  French  monarch  expcfiulates  with  the  Emperor.  Dyke  broken 
by  the  Dutch  near  Lillo,  and  the  country  laid  under  water .  Inflexibility 
tif  the  Emperor  with  refpell  to  the  Schelde.  Ruffia  takes  a  decided  part 
in  favour  of  the  Emperor's  claims,  f ealoufy  excited  by  the  confederacy  of 
thefe  two  great  powers.  Political  caufes  which  rendered  it  particularly 
incumbent  on  France  and  Pruffia  to  protedl  Holland.  Prince  Henry  of 
Pruffia' s  vifit  to  the  court  of  Verfailles.  Porte  attentive  to  the  flate  of 
affairs  in  Europe ,  and  in  readinefs  to  profit  of  any  occafion  of  advantage 
which  might  be  offered.  Movements  and  preparations  in  France.  General 
difpofition  of  that  nation  with  refpeCl  to  the  war.  Difadvantages  to 
which  the  Emperor  would  be  expofed  in  the  profecution  of  a  war  in  the  Low 
Countries.  Doubtful  and  critical  flate  of  public  affairs  in  Europe  at  the 
(lofe  of  the  year  1784.  [lOO 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Unexpected  fource  of  jealoufy  and  difeord  opened  in  Germany.  Scheme  f<j? 
the  exchange  of  Bavaria  for  the  Auflrian  Netherlands .  Seafon  ill  chofen 
for  fuch  a  meafure.  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  writes  to  the  Prince  of  Deux  Ponts 
upon  the  fubjett  ;  vjho  peremptorily  refufis  a  compliance,  and  acquaints 

thf 


bhs  court  of  Berlin  with  the  propofol.  King  of  PruJJia  remonf  rates  *9eTth 
the  court  of  Peter -(burgh  on  the  fubjebl  :  Emprefs's  anfwer .  Conduct  of 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Munich.  States  of  Bavaria  alarmed .  Satisfac¬ 
tion  given  by  the  debtor  not  deemed  fuffciently  explicit.  Great  dijfatisf ac¬ 
tion  excited  in  Hungary  by  the  late  fchemes  of  reform.  Rebellion  of  the 
peafants  in  the  mountainous  borders  of  Tranjylvania  and  Walachia .  Sa¬ 
vage  cruelties  committed  on  the  nobility .  Peafants  defeated,  reduced ,  and 
Horiah ,  their  mock  king,  publicly  executed .  Vigilance  of  the  P  ruffian 
monarch,  and  efficacious  mcafures  purfued  by  him,  for  preventing  any  in¬ 
novation  in  the  Germanic  confutation  and  fyftem  of  policy.  Treaty  of 
tmion  and  confederation ,  for  maintaining  the  indivijibility  of  the  empire , 
mid  the  rights  of  the  Germanic  body,  in  general  and  particular ,  figned  at 
Merlin  on  the  23d  of  f.uly  1785  ;  the  principal  parties  being  the  King  of 
Prufjia,  the  debtor  of  Brutifwick  Lunenburgh,  and  the  debtor  of  Saxony . 
Measures  purfued  by  the  court  of  F  ienna  to  prevent  or  to  counteract  the  new 
• league  prove  ineffebiive.  King  of  Prujjicbs  expedition  of  the  caufes  and 
motives  which  led  to  the  new  German  confederation ,  generally  approved  by 
.the  neighbouring  powers.  5  be  appearances  of  immediate  war  in  Germany 
feem-ts  be  fuperfeded  by  a  more  moderate  difp  oft  ion,  ‘and  the  queflions  upox 
the  exchange  of  Bavaria  are  fujfered  to  die  away  without  farther  expla¬ 
nation  or  difcujjion.  The  form  of  war  being  diverted  from  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  by  the  great  importance  of  the  political  quef  ions  which  unexpebledly 
urofe  and  were  agitated  in  Germany ,  the  republic  of  Holland  thereby  gained 
time  to  provide  the  more  effectually  for  the  war  ft  that  might  happen ,  as 
well  as  for  endeavouring  to  ward  off  the  evil  entirely  hy  an  accommoda¬ 
tion.  Negotiations  refumed  at  Paris,  under  the  mifpices  of  M.  de  Ver- 
gennes.  Hutch  deputies  received  at  Vienna  by  the  emperor.  Speech  and 
tinfwer.  Definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  emperor  and  the  republic 
of  Holland  concluded  under  the  mediation  and  guarantee  of  France.  Prin¬ 
cipal  Jlipulations  of  the  treaty.  Treaty  of  alliance  and friendjhip  between 
France  and  Holland,  finally  ratified  on  the  25th  of  December  17  85.  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Spanifh  expedition  againfl  Algiers  in  the  year  1784  ;  and  the 
caffes  which  prevented  its  infertion  in  the  hffhiefs  of  that  year.  [  1 2  a 

C  H  A  P.  IX. 

View  of  the  char  abler  of  the  late  parliament.  Enormous  fupplies  voted 
in  its  firft  fejfion.  Fruitlefs  expenditure  of  this  fubfidy  occafions  the 
refolutions  which  terminated  the  American  war.  Evidence  of  the 
parliament' s  independence.  Enumeration  of  important  matters  in  which 
it  was  engaged.  Refcinds  the  famous  refolution  refpebting  the  Mid - 
dlejex  eleblion.  Difappoints  many,  by  not  prcfecuting  certain  enquiries „ 
IFc.  During  the  jhort  fpace  of  two  years ,  faw  no  legs  than  five  minifers 
in  fiCccejJion.  Different  opinions  on  its  interference  in  their  appointment  and 
removal.  Well  inclined  to  fupport  the  meafures  of  the  minifier  in  power  at 
the  time  of  its  eleblion .  The  campaign  of  1781  caufes  univerfal  alarm,  ana 
occafions  the  commons  to  interfere  to  procure  a  change  of  councils.  Minifier 

acquiefces^ 
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Hcquiefces*  Delay  in  appointing  a  new  minijlry  occa/ons  a  threat  of  with¬ 
holding  the  /applies.  Complexion  of  the  new  adminft  ration.  Honourably 
fupported.  Negociates  the  peace  ;  which  is  cenfured  in  parliament .  Thtt 

celebrated  coalition  formed.  The  minfter,  in  confequence ,  retires.  Power 

acquired  by  the  houfe  of  commons ,  in  confequence  of  the  coalition.  Different 
opinions  entertained  of  that  circumflance.  The  leaders  of  the  coalition 
fucceed  to  the  minijlry  ;  but  are  difmiffed ,  and  a  ffth  minijlry  appointed 
Addreffes  for  its  removal.  Advantageous  ground ,  pojfeffed  by  the  court? 
favourable  to  refft  the  praftice  of  di [miffing  a  mini/er  at  the  requi/tion 
of  the  commons.  King1  s  anfwer  to  thofe  addreffes ,  calling  for  fpecific  charges 

■  again/  the  m infers,  a  meafure  well  calculated  to  throw  difficulties  in  the: 
•way  of  fuch  parliamentary  proceedings.  Inflances  in  illuflration  thereof* 
Firmnefs  of  the  commons .  Their  dijfolution.  Advantages  pojfeffed  by  the 
minijlry  upon  that  event.  Caufes  of  the  fupport  the  minijlry  received from 
the  people.  More  than  160  members  loft  their  feats ,  Meeting  of  the  nevj 
parliament*  Former  fpeaker  re-chofen .  Sulftance  of  his  maje/y^s fpeech. 

Addreffes .  Mr.  Burke ’s  fpeech  on  the  meafure  of  dijfolving  the  late 
parliament .  His  propofed  remonflrance  to  the  throne.  Commutation  aft- 
debate  thereon.  Bills  for  fettling  the  Eafl  India  dividend,  for  refpite  of 
duties,  and  for  the  better  government  of  the  affairs  of  that  company  ;  ana- 
Ivfts  of  the  latter ,  and  Jketch  of  the  debates  thereon .  The  budget — its 

contents .  Bill  for  the  reftoration  of  eflates  forfeited  in  the  rebellion  of 

1745.  The  Lord  Chancellor1  s  argument  again/  it ;  it  however  paffes* 
Conchfton  of  the  feffion.  Sub/ance  of  the  king1  s  fpeech.  [  1  a,z 

CHAP.  X. 

The  fecond  fef/on  of  the  parliament  opened.  The  king’s  fpeech  recommends  the 
fnal  adju/ment  of  the  commercial  intercourfe  with  Ireland,  the  further, 
fuppreffion  of  frnuggling ,  the'  con/ deration  of  the  reports  of  the  commiff oners 
of  accounts,  and  the  making  regulations  in  different  oftices.  Earl  of  Surrey’s 
exceptions  to  the  fpeech.  The  mini/er1  s  anfwer.  Lord  North1  s  animad - 
ver/ons  on  the  mention  which  had  been  made  of  a  parliamentary  reform. 
Mr.  Burke  ohjefts  to  the  fpeech,  on  account  of  its  taking  no  notice  of  India 
affairs ,  and  propofes  an  amendment  in  the  addrefs.  Mini/er  replies  to 
Lord  North.— Ili/ory  of  the  celebrated  We/min/er  etc  ft  ion,  which  con¬ 
tinued  for  upwards  of  fix  weeks,  and  was  concluded  only  on  the  day  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  return  of  the  vsrit.  High  bailiff  grants  a  ferutiny,  which 
is  prote/ed  again/  by  Mr.  Fox.  Brought  before  parliament ,  and  often 
difenffed.  Arguments  for  and  again/  the  ferutiny .  Mr.  Fox’s  animated 
appeal ,  farca/ically  attacking  the  mini/er.  Mr.  Pitt’s  reply,  charging 
Mr.  Fox  with  dete/able  conduft  in  politics.  V arious  que/ions  and  divi- 
fons  on  the  fubjeft.  The  ferutiny  at  la/  quaffed,  and  lord  Hood  and 
Mr.  Fox  in  confequence  returned. — Provifons  by  Mr.  Fox1  s  India  bill , 
for  adju/ing  the  Nabob  of  Arcot’s  debts  ;  alfo  by  Mr.  Pitt1  s.  Court  of 
direftors  purfue  meafures ,  in  confequence  of  direftions  in  the  latter r 
whiff  are  fuferfeded  by  the  board  of  controul.  Earl  of  Carlfte1s  motion. 

thereon 
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thereon— warmly  debated ,  but  negatived  without  a  divijion .  The  fiar/k 
tranfaClion  agitated  in  the  houfie  of  commons  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  defended  by 
Mr.  Dundas .  Mr.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  company's ,  fentiments.  Sir 
Thomas  Rumbold’s.  Mr.  Burke' s  full  invefiigation  of  the  fiubjed.  The 
motion  negatived,  164  to  6g.—Mr.  Pitt's  motion  to  amend  the  reprefenta - 
tion  in  parliament ;  particulars  of  his  propofal.  Not  generally  approved . 
Mr.  Fox's  objections.  Arguments  for  and  againfi  the  meafure.  Negatived. 
— General  review  of  the  national  finances  by  the  minifier.  Objections  by 
the  oppofition.  Co7itents  of  the  budget  .—Bill  for  appointing  cojnmijfioners 
to  enquire  into  abufes,  and  report  obfervations  for  better  conducting  bufi~ 
nefs  in  the  public  ofiices,  brought  in  by  the  minifier .  Objections  thereto t 
Arguments  in  its  favour .  Pajfies  in  the  commons  by  a  large  majority. 
In  the  lords  receives  very  material  amendments . — Me?ition  of  the  Jleps 
taken  to  fettle  the  commercial  ijitercourfe  with  Ireland .  Clofe  of  the 
Jt£ion.  [170 
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Extra Ci  of  a  difpatch  from  Major  General  Stuart,  comtnander  in  chief  of 
his  Majefiy' s  and  the  Eafi  India  company' s  forces  on  the  coafi  of  Coro¬ 
mandel,  dated  June  27,  1783^  received  January  9,  1784  —  [255 

Better  to  the  ficleCl  committee  at  Madras ,  containing  the  particulars  of  the 
repulfie  of  the  French,  on  June,  1783  —  —  [258 

ExtraCl  of  a  letter  from  Nice  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Majefiy' s  Jhips  and  veffels  in  the  Eafi  Indies ,  dated  July  25, 
*783,  received  January  12,17 84  — »  *— *  - —  [259 
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Copy  of  the  return  made  by  the  high  bailiff  of  Weftminfter  to.  the  Jherift  of 
Middlefex,  and  by  the  Jherijf  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  —  —  [279 

F rot  efts  againft  granting  a  ferutiny ,  delivered  to  the  high  bailiff  at  St.  Anne’s 
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Proceedings  at  the  trial  of  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Shipley,  dean  of  St.  Afaph,  for  a> 
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Sentence  of  the  court  martial  appointed  to  try  Col .  Debbieg,  for  writing 
difrefpefiful  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  —  —  [289 

The  judgment  paffed  on  Chriftopher  Atkinfon ,  Efq;  in  the  cGiirt  of  King’s  . 

Bench  — -  —  — —  —  —  [291- 

A  general  lift  of  the  difeafts  and  cafualties ,  chriftenings  and  burials,  for  the- 
year  1784  [295, 

fin  account  of  the  quantities  of  all  corn  and  grain  exported  from  and  im¬ 
ported  into  England  and  Scotland,  for  o?ie  year,  ended  5 th  January * 
1785  —  r—  — •  —  —  [294 

Prices  of flocks  for  the  year  J  7  84  —  - —  —  [296 

Supplies  granted  by  parliament  for  the  year  1784  - —  — *  [297 

Ways  and  means  for  raifing  the  J applies  — —  — -  [30& 

%axes  for  the  year  1784  —  —  — -  (304 


STATE  PAPERS;  1784, 

His  Majefty’ s  fpeech  on  opening  the  fejffions,  November  1 1 ,  1783  —  [305 

fhe  humble  addrefs  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  to  the  King  ;  with  his 
Majefty’ s  anfwer  — ~  — -  —  —  —  [306 

—  ■  - - of  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  with  his  Majefty’ s  anfwer  [307 

Addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  lords  to  his  Majefty  ;  with  his  Majefty’ s  anfwer  [309 

—  - - of  comnions  to  the  King,  20 th  February  1784  ;  with  his 

Majefty’ s  anfwer  —  ™  —  —  [310 

Second  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  commons  to  the  King,  March  fyh,  1784  ;  with 
his  Majefty’ s  anfwer  ? —  — -  — —  — ■-  [310* 

Refolufion*  voted  by  thi  houfe  of  commons,  to  be  laid  before  his,  Majefty  [312 

His 


CON 


T 


ent  s; 


His  Majefty3  s  fpeech  from  the  throne,  on  proroguing  the  late parliament,  prti « 
vious  to  his  dijfolving  it  —  —  —  [  3 1  £ 

«— — - to  both  houfes,  on  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament , 

May  17,  1784  —  —  —  —  —  [31$. 

Addrej's  of  the  lords.  May  19,  1784;  with  his  Majefty3  s  anfwer  — -  [316 

Chords  protefi  on  the  Eoft  India  regulation  bill,  gth  Augnfi,  1784  — .  [317 

Mis  Majefty*  s  fpeech  at  the  clofe  of  the  fir  ft  fejfton  of  this  parliament,  20th 
Auguft,  1784  — -  ““  —  r  —  —  [3 1  7 

Ratification  of  peace  by  the  American  Congrefs ,  and  their  recommendation  of 
the  loyalifts ,  agreeable  to  the  fifth  article  —  —  [318 

better  of  the  king  of  Prujfia  to  the  States  General ,  in  favour  of  the  prince  of 
Orange  —  — *  —  .  —  — <  [  3 1 9 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE,  1785. 

Account  of  Mr.  Blanchard3 s  flight  acrofs  the  Englijh  channel,  with  Dri 
Jejfries  ;  and  two  letters  from  them  after  their  arrival  at  Calais  [323 
j Reflations  and  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  by  the  Irijh  delegates  [326 
Particulars  of  the  death  of  M.Pilatre  de  Roftere,  and  M.  Romam  [328 
Extracts  from  Dr.  Burney3 s  Account  of  the  Commemoration  of  Handel,  in 
May  1784  ““  _  ,  —  ~  —  [331 

Weft  India  meeting  on  the  Irijh  rejolutions ,  March  9,  1783  —  [333 

Regulations  and  reftmdiions  propejed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  by  the  Weft  India  body  ; 

with  Mr.  Pitt3 s  anjwers,  March  13  — —  **— -  — —  [336 

Addrefs  to  the  trading  towns  in  Ireland,  from  the  council  of  the  chamber  of 
commerce  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  June  9  —  —  [337 

A  general  lift  of  difeajes  and  cafualties,  chriftenings  and  burials ,  for  the  year 

1785  ~  _  —  —  [33s 

An  account  of  the  quantities  of  all  corn  and  grain  exported  from  and  im¬ 
ported  into  England  and  Scotland,  for  one  year,  ended  fth  January  1786 


/ 

[339 

Prices  of  flocks  for  the  year  1785  — 

—  [34' 

Supplies  granted  by  parliament  for  the  year  1783 

— 

—  [342 

Ways  and  means  for  raifing  the  Jupplies  - — 

— - 

—  [34? 

faxes  for  the  year  1785  •—  — 

—  [346 

STATE  PAPERS,  1785. 

His  Majefty3 s  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  on  their  meeting,  January 

26,  1785  —  —  —  [34^ 

Humble  addrefs  of  the  lords  to  the  above  fpeech  ;  with  his  Majefty3  s  anfwer 

[34? 

— — - — > — of  the  commons  ;  with  his  Majefty3 s  anfwer  — -  [35° 

Speech  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  Jord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  the  Irijh  houje 
of  lords  p  on  opening  the  fejfton,  20  th  January  1785  —  —  [35  * 

Letter 


CONTEN'TS. 

Letter  from  the  emprefs  cf  Ruffia  to  the  king  of  PruJJia  —  — —  [332 

Copy  of  official  paper  t ranjmitted  from  his  Moft  Chrfiian  Majefty  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  relative  to  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  - —  —  [353 

Preliminary  articles  cf  peace  betvjeen  the  States  General  and  the  emperor  of 
Germany  —  •»—  —  —  [354. 

Prohibitory  abi  of  the  legifature  of  Majfachufett s  in  North  America  [3  56 
The  Irijh  reflations ,  voith  amendments  —  - —  —  L359 

The  Manchefer  petition,  fgned  by  120,000  perfons ,  prejented  to  the  houje  of 
lords,  1 7  June  1785  — -  —  —  —  [362 

Letter  from  the  king  of  PruJJia  to  the  States  General ,  relative  to  the  prince 
of  Orange  —  — —  —  —  [364 

Heads  of  the  principal  abls  of  parliament  paffed  in  the  year  1784  —  [365 

The fame,  in  the  year  1785  « —  —  *—  [366 

CHARACTERS. 

Account  and  character  of  the  natives  of  the  Friendly  IJlands  ;  from  Captain 
Cook’s  lafi  voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  vol.  i.  —  —  I 

. . . of  the  natives  of  Otaheite  ;  from  vol .  ii .  of  the 

Character  of  Captain  Cook  ;  from  vol.  iii.  of  the  fame  — —  —  9 

General  account  and  character  of  the  natives  of  the  Sandvoich  If  anas  ;  from 
the  fame  vol .  — —  —  —  —  1 3 

tlhar  abler  of  Catharine  the  Firf,  voife  of  Peter  the  Great,  after  his  death 
emprefs  of  Ruffiia  ;  from  Coxe’s  Travels  into  Poland,  &c.  —  14 

Char  abler  of  Dr  Johnfon  ;  from  Bojvuell’s  Tour  to  the  Hebrides  —  1 6 

Particulars  of  the  perfon,  habits,  and  manners  of  Ayder  Ali  Khan  ;  from  the 
Hifiory  of  Ayder  Ali  Khan ,  by  M.  Le  Maitre  de  la  Tour  18 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 

*  t 

On  a  neve  method  of  preparing  a  tefi  liquor  to  fhevo  the  prefence  of  Acids  and 
Alkalies  in  chemical  mixtures  ;  by  Mr.  James  Watt,  engineer  —  27 

An  extraordinary  cafe  of  a  dropfy  of  the  ovarium,  voith  fome  remarks  ;  by 
Mr.  Philip  Meadovos  Martineau  —  —  —  29 

An  account  of  the  fenfitive  quality  of  the  tree  averrhoa  carambola ,  in  a 
Letter  from  R.  Bruce,  M.  D.  to  Sir  Jof  Banks,  bart.  —  —  32 

Account  of  the  celebrated  fait  mines  of  Wielitjka  in  Poland ;  from  Coxe’s 
Travels  into  Poland,  &c.  —  - —  —  —  33 

Account  of  the  Plica  Polonica  ;  from  the  fame  vjork  — —  — —  37 

Defcription  of,  and  objervations  uton ,  the  cock-chaffier,  both  in  its  grub  and 
beetle  fate  ;  from  Letters  and  Papers  on  Agriculture ,  &c.  —  38 

Lfi  of  the  animals  found  in  Kamtfchatka ,  communicated  by  Mr.  Pennant ; 

from  vol.  iii.  of  Captain  Cook’ s  lajl  voyage  —  —  39 

P articular  account  of  Peter  the  voild  hoy  ;  extrabled  from  the  parijh  regijler 
of  North  Church ,  in  the  county  of  Hertford  —  —  43 


Vol.  XXVII, 


O 


USEFUL. 


CONTENTS. 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 

Jn  account  of  an  artificial  firing  of  water  ;  by  Erafmus  Darwin,  M  D 

S'  D  O  <->^  .  J  i  .  • 

T.  O.  —  -  __  _  £ 

On  dibbling  wheat  —  _  _  _ _ 

On  the  culture ,  produce ,  and  application  of  ihe  Howard  or  differed  potatoe, 
and  the  comparifon  of  them  with  other  forte  ;  by  Arthur  Young ,  Efq;  50 
A  contrivance  for  increasing  the  effect  of  engines  for  extinguijhing  fires  55 
Account  of  a  dijfolvent  of  ihe  human  calculi ;  by  Mr.  B.  Colburne,  of  Bath  5  5 
On  the  natures  of  different  kinds  of  foil,  and  the  grain,  pidfe,  or  grajfes  proper 

Superior  advantages  of  the  drill  to  the  broadcaft  hujbandry  pointed  out  59 
Objervations  of  the  heft  method  of  reftoring  worn-out  foils  without  manure  60 
T 0  preferve  turnips  from  froff  (32 


<  '  ANTI  QJJ  ITIES. 

■Extracts  from  obfervations  on  the  practice  of  archery  in  England ;  by  the 
Hon.  Daisies  Barrington  —  —  —  64 

Some  account  of  the  burial-places  of  the  ancient  Tartars  ;  by  the  Reverend 
IT.  Tooke,  F.R.S .  —  —  —  —  75 

Obfervations  on  the  language  of  the  gypfies  ;  by  Mr.  Marfden ,  F .  S.  A.  81 
ColledH&ns  on  the  Zingara ,  or  gypfey -language  ;  by  Jacob  Bryant ,  Ffq\  83 
Extradi  from  an  account  of  the  caves  on  the  Elephant  a  Ijland,  near  Bombay  ; 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barry  — —  — —  — —  —  89 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 

Account  of  a  curious  ?node  of  travelling  in  Kamtfchaika,  by  means  of  f  edges 
drawn  by  dogs  ;  from  Captain  Cook's  lafi  voyage,  vol.  iii.  * —  92 

Account  of  the  manner  of  bear-hunting  pradfifed  by  the  Kamtfchadales  ; 

from  the  fame"  —  — —  —  - —  — •  94 

Circumffantial  narrative  of  the  attempt  made  by  the  confederates  to  ajfafjinatg 
the  king  of  Poland,  an  the  night  of  the  3  d  of  September  1 77 1  ;  from  vol.  i. 
of  Cox e* s  Travels  into  Poland ,  Ac.  - —  — —  —  97 

Account  of  the  different  orders  inftituted  in  RuJJia  ;  of  a  favourite  building 
of  the  prefect  empreff  s,  called  The  Hermitage  ;  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
Jhe  paffes  her  time  <—  - —  —  —  104 

Curious  account  of  ihe  pretender ,  prince  Charles  Edward ,  after  the  battle 
of  Culloden  ;  by  James  B  of  well,  Ejq ;  —  —  —  1 07 

Curious  remarks  concerning  the  favages  of  North  America  ;  by  Dr.  B.  Frank- 

Short  account  of  the  penal  laws  of  RuJJia-— Dejcription  of  the  punijhment  of 
the  knout— The  emp  ref’s  anfwers  to  Mr.  Coxed  queries  on  the  fate  of 

3  ,  .  the 


CONTENTS. 

the  Ruffian  prifons — Outlines  of  the  new  code  of  laws  efahlijbed  by  be? 
at  her  acceffion  ;  from  Coxe's  travels  into  Poland ,  <Tc.  hjoI.  n.  — —  I  1 8 
Anecdote  of  the  Dut  chefs  of  Quecnjberry ;  from  the  Life  of  Mrs.  Bellamy  1 25 
Prayer  dire  died  by  the  bramins  to  be  offered  up  to  the  Supreme  Being  \  from 
The  Infitutes  of  the  Great  Timour,  improperly  called  Lamer  lane  —  12S 

A  defer  iption  of  Ruder,  as  contained  in  another  f acred  book,  called  The  At  her - 
bun  Bede  —  —  —  —  1 251, 


O  E  T  R  Y. 


Ode  for  the  new  year  1784,  by  W.  Whitehead,  Efqm,  —  —  131 

Ode  for  his  Majefy’s  birth-day ,  fane  4,  1784,  by  the  fame  *—  132 

Ode  for  the  new  year  17.85,  by  the  fame  —  —  133 

Ode  for  his  Majefy’s  birth- day,  June  4,  1785,  by  the  Rev.  T.  Warton 

*34 

The  exordium  of  Jaumd  s  poem ,  infilled,  “  Eufo.of  and  Zoclleikha  from 
The  Infitutes  of  Timour,  &c.  by  Major  Davy  —  —  136 

cTranfation  of  a  hymn  to  Camdeo,  the  Hindoo  god  of  love,  by  Sir  W.  Jones 

137 

Mrs.  Sheridan  on  her  brother’s  violin  — -  — 

Her  brother' s  lyre  to  Mrs.  Sheridan,  by  Mr,  Pratt  — * 

H  Amour  Timide  —  —  — * 

Verfes  to  the  feathered  ladies ,  faid  to  be  written  by  Earl  Nugent 
Sonnet  to  a  nightingale,  by  Charlotte  Smith  — 

to  the  South  Downs,  by  the  fame 


138 

139 

140 

140 

141 

141 

142 
142 


Ext  rail  from  'The  News-paper ,  a  poem,  by  the  Rev.  G.  Crab  be  — 

On  the  author  of  the  ballad,  called  The  Children  in  the  Wood,  by  Mr.  Jer - 
ningham  —  ■ —  —  —  —  1 4  ^ 

Ode  to  Melpomene ,  by  Anna  Seward  —  —  —  146 

An  emblem  of  the  fhortnefs  of  human  pleafure ,  to  the  grajshopper ,  by  Mr.  Say 

H7 

Epitaph ,  by  V oltaire,  inferibed  on  his  tnonument  in  his  own  chamber  at  For¬ 
ney,  his  heart  in  a  box  —  —  « —  —  148 


Account  of  B  O  O  K  S. 


A  voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  performed  under  the  directions  of  Captains 
Cook ,  Clerk ,  and  Gore,  in  his  Majefy's  fips  the  Rejolution  and  Difcovery , 
in  the  years  1776,  1  777,  1778,  177  9,  and  1780  —  —  '49 

* Travels  into  Poland,  Ruffia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark ,  &c.  &c.  by  W.  Coxe , 
A.M.F.R.S.  —  —  —  —  i  63 

travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  by  Henry  Swinburne,  Ejq\  in  the  years  1777, 
I778>  I779>  and  1780  —  —  —  *170 

RV’ 

m 


THE  END. 


f 


( 


J 


V  *  4 


